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Amnesty International urges Laos to undertake a thorough and independent investigation into
the enforced disappearance of Sombath Somphone
Human Rights Council adopts Universal Periodic Review outcome on the Lao People’s
Democratic Republic
Amnesty International welcomes recommendations made by 10 states in the UPR Working
Group, on the enforced disappearance of well-known and respected civil society leader
Sombath Somphone, who has dedicated his life to promoting sustainable development and
poverty reduction.1 His abduction was captured on CCTV footage, as he was stopped by traffic
police at around 6pm on 15 December 2012 outside a police post in the capital, Vientiane.
He was last seen being driven away in a white pick-up truck and has not been seen or heard
from since then.2 Unfortunately, Laos did not accept six of these recommendations; however,
the government did commit to undertaking a thorough and impartial investigation into his
disappearance which Amnesty International calls on it to fulfill.3
A further 10 states urged Laos to ratify the International Convention for the Protection of All
Persons from Enforced Disappearance,4 and Laos has indicated that it is considering
ratification.5 It is regrettable, however, that Laos rejected calls by seven states to extend a
standing invitation to the Special Procedures,6 and specifically to facilitate a visit by the
Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances. 7
The decision by the authorities to reject offers of technical assistance in the search for
Sombath Somphone signals a lack of genuine commitment to uphold the rule of law and to
protect the rights of its citizens.8 The disappearance of Sombath Somphone and the failure by
the authorities to adequately investigate have become symbolic of the climate of repression in
Laos, with a lack of transparency and no accountability for human rights violations. This in
turn has had a chilling effect on civil society and on the exercise of the right to freedom of
expression more generally.
Despite comments in the opening statement by the head of the Lao delegation to the UPR
Working Group on 20 January 2015 that “[t]he rights to freedom of expression, association
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and assembly are guaranteed in the Constitution, laws and decrees”, in practice these rights
are severely restricted with the state exercising tight control over the media, the judiciary and
political and social institutions. Amnesty International calls on the authorities to extend its
apparent willingness to participate in the UPR process, and particularly as it seeks
membership of the UN Human Rights Council in the upcoming elections, to enable
independent monitoring of the human rights situation and to engage in genuine consultation
on the promotion and protection of human rights.
Background
The UN Human Rights Council adopted the outcome of the Universal Periodic Review of Lao
People’s Democratic Republic on 25 June 2015 during its 29th session. Prior to the adoption
of the review outcome, Amnesty International delivered the oral statement above.
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