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PLEASE NOTE: The latest statistics on the number of people who watched the
MTV European Music Awards is 400 million! - the biggest number of people we
have reached at one time ever. At the event, Bono from U2 collected the "Free
Your Mind" Award on behalf of AI for our "relentless struggle to protect human
rights worldwide". He asked people to remember Bosnia, Rwanda, East Timor and
Tibet and in rather rock-star-style said what AI does, said he was proud to
accept it on our behalf and did a wonderful job at raising our profile with
15-25 year olds worldwide. The crowd at the event screamed the house down!

After a lot of hard work, one of Berlin's AI groups managed to get entrance
and space for an AI stall in a prime position at the event (the only stall
there!) and raised some money and quite a bit of interest after the award.
The award is being sent on to the press office at the IS. MTV are showing great
interest in doing more work with AI and have already approached us for some
more info for another program - the IS will be servicing them.
INTERNATIONAL NEWS RELEASES

Afghanistan - mid-December - SEE NEWS SERVICE 267

** Bosnia - (21 December) - possible change** - We are watching the situation
in Bihac closely - but as yet have nothing to say as this is a war situation
and no info is coming out which fits in with AI concerns. The report to go
with the December SLA is going to sections in this week's weekly mailing and
focusses on forced expulsions from Bijeljina and Janja. If the UN decides to
pull out its troops, doing an international news release Jjust focussing on
our report will make us look out-of-date and foolish, so we are going to have
to wait until the last minute to decide whether we should write an international
SLA news release and what it should focus on. In the meantime info may come
in that means we will have to do a reactive news item - so stay tuned to the
News Service.

Sudan - 25 January - SEE NEWS SERVICE 261

Turkey - 8 February - SEE NEWS SERVICE 261

Northern Irag - 28 February - SEE NEWS SERVICE 266
TARGETED AND LIMITED NEWS RELEASES
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IRAN: AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL CALLS FOR INVESTIGATION INTO DEATH OF WELL-KNOWN
WRITER

Amnesty International has today written to President Hashemi Rafsanjani of Iran to express grave concern at the death of the writer Ali
Akbar Saidi-Sirjani, following reports by the Isiamic Republic News Agency that he died of a heart attack on 27 November in an unspecified
Tehran hospital.

Ali Akbar Saidi-Sirjani was arrested in March this year following accusations in the press from government officials of drug
abuse, brewing alcohol, homosexual acts, links with espionage networks and receiving money from “counter-revolutionary” circles in the
West. Some of these offences carry the death penaity.

However, it is thought the real reasons for his arrest were open letters he had written to the government objecting to the
censorship of dissenting voices in Iran. Most of his writings were effectively banned in Iran, as he was unable to get a permit to have them
printed and distributed.

Following his arrest, Akbar Saidi-Sirjani is believed to have been held in incommunicado detention. He was apparently denied
visits from his family and lawyer, and his family have reportedly stated that they had no knowledge of him having any history of heart
problems.

Amnesty International is urging an immediate, thorough and independent investigation into the circumstances surrounding Ali
Akbar Saidi-Sirjani’s death and that the methods and conclusions of the investigation be made public.
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