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Poem by Said Zahari from Mooncrest Prison,
Singapore to his wife,

I saw tears down your cheeks,
oparkling like diamonds,
Beautiful like shining stars
In a clear night sky.

I 3aw sorrow,
Dancing in tune
with your sobs.,

My heart beats faster,
My lips tremble.

Then I saw courage,
Confidence and determination,
Peering from behind the sorrow,

How cruell How inhumanel
So high so huge

This partition between us
For so long.

But in spirit

We are one as always.,

Bound by unbreakable bonds of love
And longing for justice

Neither this prison wall

Nor a hundred years of incarceration
Shall diminish my love.
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BLIC OPINION AND THE
DEATH PENALTY

1977 wes a year of intensified work on a very specific part
of AI's mandate = the abolition of the death penalty.

As part of the year's programme a seminar was held in Colombo,
5ri Lanka, on the topic : Public Opinion and the Death Penalty.
The seminar was designed to examine public attitudes, particularly
the role of the mass media and cultural influences, The purpose
ol Lhe seminar was to bring people together in an informal but serious
atmocphere for an exchange of ideas which, it was hoped, would prove
useful in preparation for the main conference held in 5tockholm 1n
December 1977, The seminar was altended by participants from
Rangladesh, India, Japan, Republic of Korea, Nepal, Sri Lanka,
Thailand and Turkey, Some of the conclusions of the scminar,
therefore, were based on the experience of those particular countries,
A number of the findings, however, are more universally applicable
wind will contribute to the planning for the next stage in Al's work
against the death penalty. A summary of the conference report follows.,

The Case Against the Death Penalty.,
e Colombo seminar agreed on the validity of the main abolition-

ist arguments, namely that the death penalty is

- cruel, inhuman and degrading for all those involved in
the process;

irrelevant, because it is demonstrably ineffectlve as a
deterrent;

arbitrary, in view of the many unpredictable factors in the
entire process which leads to execution;

irrevocable, thus making it impossible to correct judicial,
human error.

It was stressed that the death penalty furthermore constitutes .
a denial of the potential in every human being for positive change,
It is important to consider not only how the individual has failed
society, but also if and how society may have failed the individual.
In this context it was pointed out that the root causes of capital
of fences may be relatively easier to identify in Third Vorld countries.,

Public Attitudes

The general picture regarding public opinion on the death penalty
in these countries is one of marked indifference., Wider public
interest is occasionally aroused in individual cases. Certain
instances were cited from several countries of individual cases, both
criminal and political, in which public opinion had a positive effect
on the outcome of trials or appeals., However, such expressions of
public interest are mostly restricted to vocal minorities, particu-
larly in political cases, Regarding the latter, it was pointed out
that this would not necessarily reflect abolitionist views per se, 1n
that political cases can offer an effective channel for voicing
political opinions and dissent, and political executions can have
a catalysing effect on political processes, A common experience 1in
all countries concerned was that, while individual cases may arouse
public interest, such interest has never been broadened into the
general issue of retention versus abolition, Only in Sri Lanka

has a committee recently been formed for the apolition'of thg death
penalty, which is still 1in the stage of exploring public a?tltudes
and, on that basis, possibilities of influencing these attitudes,

It was generally felt that the nevs media play mostly an
indirect role in shaping public opinion on the death penalty.

The fact that in most countries medla coverage tends Lo be of
2 sensational character, dealing only with individual cases and not
with the general issue, appears to foster a renerally retentionist
alttitude in which retribution and deterrence are the major factors,
This would seem to apply particularly to criminal cases., Regarding
political cases, the fact that the media in many countries are to a
greater or lesser extent controlled may lead to a simllar effegt;
although, at the same time political cases tend to arouse public
opposition more readily. A further important factor waa_fglt to be
that Lhere have been no influential public figures, political,
religious or otherwise, who have consistently advocated the

abolitionist cause,

It was stressed that silence of public oninion cannot s
1 of the prevailing situation or of

certain events, especially in a context of limited freedom of the
press and wnere large parts of the population 1in any case are nqt
being reached by the media due to 1anguage‘and other gommunlcatlon
problems, sharp class divisions and economlc errlvatlon? Furthermore,
it was pointed out that with the enormous soglal, econonic and
political problems in most developing countries, tho_death penalty
(affecting reclatively so few people) is just not an 1ssue of rglevance
or importance to the great majority of the people. an, certainly,
if there are expressions of public interest or opposltlon, they cannot
in any vay be regarded as representative for soclety as & whole,

Tnstances were reported from a number oOf countries in which_ |
opposition has been voiced publicly in individual cascs of a political
nature, involving '"offences against the state'", sometimes W1th1a
positive effect, However, such opposition has never been broagened
into opposition against the death penalty as such? and_ahould in any
case not be taken as an indicator of general public opinlon Political
cases are generally taken up Dby small, articulatg groups and thg |
secrecy often surrounding such cases, often comblneq w1§h restrictions
on the freedom of the press, makes for a generally ill-informed
public opinion. The 1imited information available on the countries
concerned seemed to indicate that the public at large, iqsgfar as 1it
is informed, tends to make little distinction between criminal and

political cases involving the death penalty.

Tt was stressed strongly that AI and others campaigning ifor the
total abolition of the death penaltly should use every gpportunlty to
point out the inappropriateness of referring to countries @ha? have
abandoned the death penalty for criminal offences but retalin 1t'f0r
noffences against the state! as abolitionist. It would compromlse
the abolitionist movement if it did not voice its opposition against
the tendency Lo make this distinction,

Mass Media and The Death Penalty

The attitude of the mass media toward the death penal?y in the
countries discussed by and large reflects that of the public, and
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vice versa, With the exception of Japan (to which certain other
generalisations made below do also not apply), only the written
press was said to report occasionally on individual death penalty
cases, mostly in a rather sensational and irresponsible fashion,
particularly on criminal cases, On the whole 1t was felt that
direct media coverage of the death penalty issue, either in general

or as regards individual cases, has a limited influence on public
opinion in the countries discussed,

Media coverage of political cases appeared to be correlated
to a greater or lesser extent to the nature and degree of restrictions
on the freedom of the press., Generally speaking, however, the
consensus was that in the countries concerned the degree of govern-
mental control over the media, unless excessive, does not result in
marked differencesin their treatment of the death penalty, the general
position ranging mainly between neutral and retentionist.

In this context it can be concluded that the death penalty does
not represent a particularly controversial issue, This is also
partly reflected, in the negative sense, by the apparent fact that
commutations of death sentences have not provoked reactions
from the part of the media or the public., It should be borne in
mind, however, that the media's lack of interest must be directly
related to that of the general public, thus creating a vicious circle,
Furthermore, severe restrictions on the freedom of the press would
contribute to the press refraining from taking positions that could
be regarded as hostile by the authorities, Bearing these limitations
in mind, the media in some of the countries were thought to be potent-
jally responsive to efforts to enlist their support by taking up the
question of the death penalty as a general 1ssue.

It was felt that in this situation organisations like AI would
have to develop a sophisticated approach to the news media, aimed at
cumulative, long~-term effects, This could include enlisting prominent
figures and opinion leaders in order to interest and activate public
opinion; reporting on the root causes of crime and alternative ways
of dealing with them and with the criminal; the use of '"newsworthy"
cases to state abolitionist arguments; possibilities of media in
different countries influencing each other; and special attention

being paid to instances of judicial error resulting in innocent
persons being executed,

Cultural Aspects of the Death Penalty

Religion was considered to be a cultural force directly relevant
(in theory) to attitudes towards the death penalty. However, when it
comes to concrete campaigning for abolition, other cultural factors
also may be important. In all the countries discussed, the influence
of religion, its institutions and leaders, on public attitudes towards
the death penalty was considered to be relatively small, since such
attitudes appeared to be determined more by economic, social and
political factors. Generally speaking, religious institutions have
not taken any lead in raising the death penalty issue, elther in
general or on the basis of individual cases, Although publicly
professed morality may be closely interlinked with religious thinking
and teaching, the criminal legal systems, in the countries concerned
are mostly dissociated from religious ethics,

It was felt strongly that, as far as the death penalty 1s
concerned, the major religions have generally not acted in accordance

with their fundamental tenets, and that they ought to be challenged
to examine their positions and actions in this respect. In view of
the fact that religious bodies have not taken a positive and active
stand on the abolition of the death penalty, and often have close
association with the political establishments, attention was drawn

to the potential drawbacks of attempting to solicit their active
support., Individual religious leaders can, however, have c0n51d§rable
influence, and abolitionist efforts should, therefore, at least in
the Asian context if not elsewhere, be directed principally at
sypmathetic religious leaders who may, in their own sphere of
influence, promote the abolitionist cause, It_was pointed out that,
although caution should be exercised 1n soliciting the support of
religious bodies and institutions, one can at least assume they will
passively, if not actively, support abolitionist efforts,

Campalgning for the Abolition of the Death Penally

To concentrate solely or largely on influencing those in positions
of authority and decision-making could pose potential risks for the
future. If no basis of "popular" support is built up, even if this
only consists of an articulate minority elite, any future government
will find no impediments in its way if 1t wishes to restore thq death
penalty., Thus, in addition to securing abolition, a second major
objective of Al's programme should be to ensure that once abolished,
the death penalty cannot easily be restored,

Attention was drawn to the importance of vigilance, particularly
on the part of the legal profession, 1n monitoring relevant legis-
1ative measures. It was stressed that no uniform strategy can be
adopted - every country and soclely must be considered on its own,
and any activities must be based on such considerations and attuqed
to the characteristics of each society, taking into account particularly
the potentials of professional bodiles, trade unions etc.,, and the
role that could be played by the news media. It was furthermore
stressed that any short term objectives in the programme for the
abolition of the death penalty mounted by AI should be compatible and
consistent with the longer term objectives and with the nature of the
overall objectives and work of the organisation.
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AT MEMBERS TFROM EIGHT ASTAN COUNTRIES MEET AT 10th
INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL

This year the 10th International Council Meeting (ICM) of
Amnesty International was held at Bad Honnef in the Federal

Republic of Germany. It was attended by more than 200 people
from over %0 countries,

Among the participants were a total of 15 delegates and
observers from Australia, India, Japan, the Republic of Korea,
Nepal, Pakistan and 5Sri Lanka,

Three days before the opening of the formal Council
meetings a Meeting of Asian Participants to the 10th ICM was
convened, This has become a regular pre«~Council meeting which
enables Asian and Australasian AI workers to exchange ideas

and experience and to plan cooperation in the region for the
coming year,

The distinguished Indian lawyer and journalist, A.G, Noorani
(delegate of the Indian Section) was elected to chair the meeting
and an active civil rights lawyer from Sri Lanka, Fritz Kodagoda
(observer from the Sri Lanka Section) as rapporteur., After a
seven-hour meeting covering a wide range of topics, it was
clear that regional collaboration for AI work in Asia and
Australasia was well on its waye.

Much of the discussion focussed on possibilities for
getting AT information translated and distributed in major
languages of the region other than English, The Honorary
Director of the South Asia Publications Service of AI (SAPS),
Eddie de Silva of Sri Lanka, reported that SAPS is to devote
almost half its resources for the coming year to provide
assistance for production of materials in Bengali, Hindi, Nepali,
Sinhala, Tamil and Urdu., It was agreed that attention should
be paid to languages in countries where there was no substantial
English speaking population -~ such as Thai, Korean and Chinese,.
The possibility of setting up a decentralized service, like SAPS,

for the Southeast and East Asian region is to be explored next
year,

The idea of AI producing an Asian Human Rights Journal was
introduced, This would be a theoretical journal concerned with
the philosophy and implementation of human rights in the region,
providing an in-depth intellectual contribution to debates
already taking place in the region, An ad-hoc cormittee was
set up to go into this question in depth, Mumtaz Soysal,
(Turkey), vice~chairman of AI's International Executive Committee,
is to act as Chairman, Correspondence on this subject is to

be channelled through A.G. Noorani (93A Miramar, 3 Nepean Sea
Road, Bombay 36, India).

The meeting elected the same editorial board to continue
publication of "AT in Asia', The Japanese sectlion was eager
to see rotation of production within the region, There was no

objection in principle to this and the possibilities will be
examined at next year's meeting.

The Sri Lanka Section had introduced a resolution calling
for steps to work towards an Asian Human Rights Commission,
The spirit of the resolution was welcomed by the meeting as &
whole. There was a feeling that work towards this goal should
be preceded by efforts to secure ratification. of the United
Nations International Human Rights Covenants. It was also
suggested that sub=regional commissions might be appropriate -
for example, the South Asian region has a common legal parlance
and legal background, The possibility was railsed of some
governments regarding the idea of a regional human rights
commission as interference in the internal affairs of the
countries concerned., But it was felt that the possibility of
governmental resentment would depend on the way in which the
“dea of the commission and its powers evolved, The first step
might be limited to a general study of the human rights situation
in each country rather than adjudication of petitions from
sndividual citizens = even this had come in at a late stage 1in
the Council of Europe's Commission of Human Rights,

The final text of the resolution, adopted by the 10th ICHM,
is as follows -

The International Council,

recognizing the important role played by regional human
rights commissions for the protection of human rights in
countries falling within the jurisdiction of such commissions,

noting the recommendation of the Pacific Regional Conference
of Amnesty International which called for the development

in Asia of "a regional appeal machinery for defendants

who believe that their legal rights have not been protected
by the existing legal structures in their owvn countries',

affirming that the evolution of regional human rights
machinery appropriate to the Asian region (or its sub-
regions) would represent a significant step towards the
enhancement and protection of the human rights which
Amnesty International seeks to promote, and

recalling that Article 2b of the International Statute
enables Amnesty International to work for the adoption of
appropriate conventions, treaties and other measures which
suarantee the provisions referred to in Article 1 of the
Statute; therefore resolves:

a) to support concrete initiatives from within the Asilian
region for the discussion, promotion and creation of
human rights machinery appropriate to the region;

b) to endorse and encourage the role of Amnesty International
National Sections working towards this objective; and

requests the meeting of Aslan participants to invite
suggestions and examine the possibilities of action 1n
the region in pursuit of this goal.




Thg meeting endorsed the idea of AI national sections in
the region working to increase '"human rights awareness" -

depending on the priority given to this within the rest of
the work of the sections, The Indian Section already had
made representations to their Ministry of Education and the
Australian Section had prepared kits for use by teachers,

The need to strengthen the national sections in the

region was discussed, Where it had been possible to do this,
the appointment of full-time workers had shown dramatic results

in increasing systematic action at national section level, The

meeting endorsed the principle of new proposals for centralized,

multilateral assistance within the movement to avoid problems
incurred in ad hoc bilateral arrangements,

Finally, it was agreed that the meeting itself had proved
a useful forum for discussion and that for the time being

there was no need to pursue further the idea of a separate
formal regional structure,

Hote ¢ The above is a summary of the official minutes of the

meeting, Persons wishing to know more about the ideas discussed

should contact their national section secretariat,

amnesty international
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AUSTRALITA

The Australian Section was delighted with
the response to the first issue of Al IN ASIA -
as the delegate from Pakistan remarked at the Asian
participants' meeting during the International
Council meeting in Germany: "A bold and successful

(Q start has been made with this publication'. More
than 5000 copies have been distributed and orders
have been received from Norway, Canada and the
United States as well,

NEWS IN BRIEF.
Since the last issue, Australia's member-

ship in Amnesty has continued to grow rapidly and
public interest and awareness are vibrant, Coverage in the media has
increased remarkably, For example, when the annual report was re-
leased, one State alone had four radio interviews in two days. Tele-
vision appearances are frequent. We are greatly encouraged that
Australia's mnost prestigilous daily newspaper donated a full page
advertisement to us for a Christmas appeal. This is valued at $3%,000.

One of the outstanding efforts of Amnesty
in Australia was the success of the United Nations petition, More
than 31,000 individual signatures were collected in all States,
including 200 Parliamentarians, three State Premiers, one State
Governor and two archbishops, In addition, the heads of three
leading trade unions signed on behalf of over two million members,
This petition was handed to our Minister for I'oreign Affairs on
O December - the Minister created a precedent by signing the petition,
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The day we stop burning with love,

People will die of the cold,

- Father Ed de la Torre, 1977

Prisoner of Conscience in
The Philippines
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The artwork is bv Taeko Tomiyama.

INDIA

June- QOctober, 197

The Executive of the Indian Section

met on 23 July 1977, took stock of the post-
emergency situation and laid down policies

and programmes,

Summary of work during the period
following the executive decisions:

1 o An appeal was made to the Indian Govern-.
ment for immediate ratification of the Inter.

NEWS IN BRIEF, : :
national Covenants on Human Rights,

2 o About 1,000 signatures have been colleci.
on the POC petition, Publicationsin English and Hindu to mark the
POC year, on which work is complete or under way, include:

Indian Section Rules and Regulations

&

A folder on Amnesty International

¢« »otandard Minimum Rules

Guide to Menmbers

Je To meet the membership target of 3,000 by mid 1979, set
by the executive, approach was made to the South Asia Publications
List of recipients of the International Newsletter, As a result
the membership doubled from 100 to 200 already. A further list of
1,000 has been since added to the SAPS mailing, and they would be

addressed for enrolment after 2-3% months,

Lo A Human Rights Education Committee, appointed by the
executive, called on the Union Minister of Education and submitted
a memorandum pleading for adding Human Rights Education in curricular
and extra-curricular work of educational institutions., The initial
response has been encouraging and the matter is being pursued for
possible collaborative, catalytic contribution in tnls programme 1iro:.
Amnesty and other national human rights bodies.

5 The Section's circular letter has been revived as a foruw
for exchange of opinion and news, apart from what appears in the
International Newsletter,

6. Branches are being promoted in cities as well as small
towns, These include: Bombay and Udaipur, both already revived;
Bangalore, Madras, Hyderabad, Tilonia, Kavali, Guntur, Anantapur,

Trivandrum, Cochin, Marianad, Delhi, Key persons in these towns
have been located and correspondence is being carried on with them,

e A full-time organising secretary has been appointed making
use of donations for which a campaign has been launched, as a revolv-
ing fund to enrol members through personal contact and approach,

This is in addition to the appointment of a part time executive

secretary by the executive in July.




J APAN

8 Preparations are being made for a general body meeling

in December, decided by the executive committec: to start a

dialogue among members -~ to obtain some feedback to the e _

Secretariat -~ to review work and look ahead, particularly The Japanese Section's monthly executive

with a view to proceeding vigorously in respect of branch work -- board meetings since June.have dealt'malnly with

to consider finally IEC and other suggestions on the Rules and t@e many problems preventing smooth implementa-

Regulations =« to elect new office bearers and cxecutive, tion of the annual general assembly's resolutions.,
There were three resolutions and they are cone-
cerned with funcamental structural problems:

TR VARVRE VRNV VAR VIR VR VAE VI AR VRE VIR T (A VAR VYL . To foster new groups nationwide

. TOo establish leadership positions that
NEWS IN BRIEF, command more responsibilities

. TO 1ncrease our income
3 g a7 19 N T}
ADDRESSES OF  NATIONAL  SECTIONS — CONTRIBUTING Contacts with other national sections have assured us that Japan
TO AT IN  ASIA 1s not alone in facing these problems, Wwe feel, however, that solu=
tions cannot be adopted wholesale from other countries. For better
Oor worse our section will inevitably have to evolve in a uniquely
| Japanese way. The decision-making process has been slow, However,
AUSTRALIA %mgeﬂgy Iggernatlonal, a consensus 1s emerging concerning a new organisational structure.
.Oes BOX .

) _ , , A small central steering committee will oversee committees headed by
St. Kilda, Victoria, 3182 directors with ultimate responsibility for a variety of areas:

TNDIA . finance einternational liaison .campaign coordination

Amnesty Indian Section, .publications .national information gathering etc,
2 Telegraph Lane,

New Delhi, 110001 As yet there is no consensus on ways of increasing income or of

expanding groups.

Amnesty International, Japanese Section,
Room 74, 3%=18 Nishi-''aseda 2-chome,

Shin juku-ku,

Tokyo, 160

The last event in our POC year programme will be a panel dis-~
cussion in December, This will feature a discussion between various
outstanding figures on human rights and active AI members on the

meaning of Prisoner of Conscience, and the strengths and weaknesses
of present methods of obtaining their release,

Republic of Korea, Amnesty Korean Cor Litee,
'ifth IFloor, Donhwamoon Building,

6L=1 Kwonnongdong, Chongnoku,

oeoul
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Veerendra Keshari,
1/227 Kalikasthan,
Kathmandu

EYW ZEALAND Amnesty International, New Zealand Section, "We are like the leaves on a tree, waiting to fall to

P,0. Box 3597, earth and be one with it, Help us regain our liberty
WELLINGTON to return to our defenceless families, At least help
us to obtain a fair trial that this soul=destructive

uncertainty can end, Whatever is expected of us we are
SRI LANKA E A G de Silva, prepared to undersign if only we can be set free",

79/15 Dr C W W,
Kannagara Mawatha, - Tndonesia
Colombo 7/




KOREA

Since its inception in 1972, activities
of the Korean Committee (AKC) have been
focussed on increasing awareness of human
rights in Korea involving its members in an
educational programme,

For its educational programme AKC has
already conducted more than 1C public lectures
NEWS IN BRIEF. in support of human rights, enjoying local
publicity. Currently, a regular 90 minute
lecture is held in the library at AKC office every Monday night for
two months, October-November, This new series of lectures, delivered
by its members well-known for their academic background and dedica=-
tion to the cause of human rights, will be continued next year.

Some 4,000 signatures have been collected for the petition for
the immediate release of all POCs throughout the world, largely from
Catholic churches, Consisting of 16 prominent people, the Urgent
Action Group has been active and has recently received an official
response from the Chilean Embassy in Korea,

In addition to its casework on behalf of foreign Prisoners of
Conscience adopted by it, AKC has been able to act as one of the
channels through which AI adoption groups throughout the world send
relief assistance to Prisoners of Conscience and their families 1n
Korea,

The award of the Nobel Peace Prize to AI has greatly increased
membership.

W W KKK KKK KRR KK KRR

May the bad not kiil the good
Nor the good one kill the bad
I am a poet, without any bias,
But I say, without doubt or
hesitation
There are no good assassins.,

Translation of poem by Pablo Neruda
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NEW ZEALAND

Amnesty has been operating in New

Zealand since 1965. TFor several years our
group numbers throughout the country have been
14 or 15, but individual membership has almost
doubled over the last two years., We believe
that a good part of the reason is that we now
have an office and a part-time secretary; a
much more efficient operation than the years

of rotating office work around the homes of
NEWS IN BRIEF, executive members,

Our big drive at present is towards membership and fund raising
to afford a full-time executive officer, who would do the job no

amateur can do properly. At present our efforts are unco-ordinated
and inclined to go in bursts, One city group, Christchurch, has

successiully emulated the Bernstein concerts and raised an unpreced-
ented 1000 dollars.

The initiative of one executive member has resulted in
various philanthropic and religious bodies responding with big grants,
A central city library display in Jellington, two Prisoner of Con-
sclence Veeks running,has resulted in an upsurge of membership there,

Our biggest city, Auckland,is poor on numbers, but a trade fair
stall paid for by a Wellington businessman may help change that.

In New Zealand it is difficult to persuade the public to care
about conditions they know nothing of and in many cases seem to be
sceptical of. "How can you prove your allegations?"they say. With
a view to increasing our credibility we are trying to persuade our

parliamentary members to form an AT group, but they find the pressure
of other commitments makes this difficult,

Our media cover is good, particularly in newspapers and the
country's leading magazine, A film festival in Wellington and one
of the two television channels have run the Amnesty benefit film
we offered them, but generally television shows little interest in
something it cannot make visual. Radio is much more receptive,
and Human Rights Day 1976 it mounted a three~hour programme on the
subject of human rights, with an hour long debate Amnesty partici-
pated in, including interviewing Martin Ennals in London,

Because of the low level of public interest or awareness, our
politicians do not say much on the subject and are very chary about
letting in more than a token handful of refugees, The New Zealand
Government has responded internationally in the field of human rights,
but does not carry the message to its electorate, We hope to per-
suade Parliamentarians to be more vocal on the subject that is alas
so far from New Zealand hearts. One problem is our remoteness, and
we would thus welcome any direct pleas describing the plight of
fellow Asians, which we could pass on to the New Zealand public which
has demonstrated through its response to disaster appeals, such as the
Ethiopian famine, that it can respond ‘1f the appeal gets through.




SRIT LANKA

The role of the National vection in the Campaign

i

or e Abolition o e Dea Pena NI

The most important event for the Sri Lanka
Section during the last six months was the hosting
Of one of the seminars in preparation for the major
Al conference for the Abolition of the Death Pen-
alty. The topic of the Zolombo seminar was "Public
Opinion and the Death Penalty". A report of its
Work is published elsewhere in this 1ssue, Tt
might be relevant here, however, to explain the

approacn of the Sri Sanka Section with regard to
NEWS IN BRIEF. work for the abolition of the death penalty,

Members of AI in Sri Lanka felt that the death penalty campaign

should be conducted by a separate body set solely for this purpose.
for this were threefold:

of the thinking members of the local commu

Lanka still consider Amnesty International as a somewhat western
orientated organisation,

secondly, the death penalty being a sensitive issue in Sri Lanka |,
1t would have been difficult to conduct a local campaign without

contravening the basic AT principle that National Sections do not
involve themselves in local political' problens,

And, thirdly, it was felt that the best way to get an active group

together would be to set up a body which would be solely devoted to

this particular issue, rather than trying to work through other
existing organisations,

flaving dravn these condusions the individual members of the AT
section took the initiative in encouraging the
Lanka Committee for the Abolition of the Death Penalty. As a number
of people who were keen on this issue had already expressed the need
to set up such a body this was not a difficult task, Members of
the National Section are members of the Committee for the Abolition
o the Death Penalty in their personal capacity, and in addition

the National Section provides the Committee with material, docu-
mentation and expertise,.

gy has to be carefully studied after
proper evalua?ion 0f public attitudes, wWhere prejudice exists

the retention of the death penalty are

remature launching of a public campaign
could possibly be counter productive,

Thus whgn Amnesty International suggested the possibility of
having one of the preparatory seminars in Colombo. the Committee
for the Abolition of the Death Penalty took over the responsib-
1lity for the preparation of the seminar papers and the composi-
tion of the Sri Lanka delegation, while the National section
attended to the administrative and organlsational side of things,
The National Section, therefore, having originally acted as a
catalyst, now began to play a supportive role,




AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL is a worldwide human rights

movement which is independent of any government, political
faction, ideology, economic interest or religious creed. It works
tor the release of men and women imprisoned anywhere for
their beliefs, colour, ethnic origin, language or religion, provided

they have neither used nor advocated violence. These are
termed ‘“‘prisoners of conscience”'.

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL opposes torture and the death
penalty in all cases and without reservation. It advocates fair
and early trials for all political prisoners and works on behalf

of persons detained without charge or without trial and those
detained after expiry of their sentences.

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL seecks observance throughout
the world of the United Nations Universal Declaration of

Human Rights and the UN Standard Minimum Rules for the
Treatment of Prisoners.

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL has 2,000 adoption groups and
national sections in 35 countries in Africa, Asia, Europe, the
Middle East, North America and Latin America and individual
members In a further 74 countries. Each adoption group works
for at least two prisoners of conscience in countries other than
its own. These countries are balanced geographically and
politically to ensure impartiality. Information about prisoners

and human rights violations emanates from Amnesty Inter-
national’s Research Department in London.

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL has consultative status with
the United Nations (ECOSOC), UNESCO and the Council of
Europe, has cooperative relations with the Inter-American
Commission on Human Rights of the Organization of American
States, and has observer status with the Organization of African

Unity (Bureau for the Placement and Education of African
Refugees).

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL is financed by subscriptions and
donations of its worldwide membership. To safeguard the
independence of the organization, all contributions are strictly
controlled by guidelines laid down by AI’s International Council,

and income and expenditure are made public in an annual
financial report.

The cover for this issue of A.l. In Asia is supplied by the Japanese
National Section.

The artwork is by Taeko Tomiyama.




