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LEBANON: DELIVER JUSTICE, TRUTH, REPARATIONS FOR VICTIMS
OF WAR CRIMES

OPEN LETTER TO LEBANON’S JUSTICE MINISTER AND DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER

H.E. Tarek Mitri

Deputy Prime Minister,

Government of Lebanon

Chair of the National Committee on International Humanitarian Law

H.E. Adel Nassar,
Minister of Justice,
Government of Lebanon

Your Excellencies,

We, the undersigned Lebanese and international human rights and media organizations, are writing to you today to
highlight the urgent need for decisive action from the government of Lebanon to ensure justice, accountability and
reparations for victims of serious violations of international humanitarian law committed in Lebanon since October 2023.

Since a ceasefire went into effect between Hezbollah and Israel in November 2024, the Israeli military’s attacks in
Lebanon have continued and killed more than 381 people, including more than 127 civilians, and injured over 1000
people. While the Israeli military partially withdrew from most of the Lebanese villages and towns in which they were
positioned between October 2024 and February 2025, near daily Israeli attacks have continued to inflict grave harms on
civilians in southern Lebanon, preventing the return of tens of thousands of displaced residents to their homes. More
concerningly, these attacks continue to take place in a context of complete impunity, where victims of violations have no
recourse to domestic or international accountability mechanisms or access to effective remedies and reparations.

Since October 2023, Lebanese and international human rights and media organizations have documented a series of
unlawful attacks committed during the hostilities between Hezbollah and Israel, including:

- Deliberate attacks on civilians, including journalists’, and peacekeepers, as well as on civilian objects."
- Indiscriminate and disproportionate attacks on civilians. i

- Deliberate destruction of civilian objects and property", including the extensive and deliberate destruction of
civilian property and agricultural land."

- The unlawful destruction of reconstruction equipment."

- Unlawful attacks on health facilities and medical workers."

- Widespread use of white phosphorus, including unlawfully, over populated areas."
- Unlawful and indiscriminate attacks conducted using booby-trapped devices.*

As the respective Chair of the National Committee on International Humanitarian Law and the Minister of Justice, you are
uniquely positioned to lead government efforts to ensure that serious violations of international humanitarian law,
including war crimes, committed in Lebanon may be subject to domestic or international investigations and, potentially,
the prosecution of alleged perpetrators. More importantly, you are uniquely positioned to take historic steps that may,
once and for all, end the climate of impunity that has long plagued periods of armed conflict in Lebanon and lay the
groundwork for victims and affected communities to access their right to full, effective and adequate reparations. As such,
we write to encourage you to introduce an agenda item at the next Cabinet meeting to discuss the following actions that
may be taken by the Government of Lebanon with respect to past and ongoing violations of international humanitarian
law:
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1. Accept the jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court, under article 12(3) of the Rome Statute, to investigate
and prosecute crimes committed on Lebanese territory since at least October 7, 2023, with the view towards
eventually ratifying the Rome Statute in the near future;

2. Tasking the National Committee on International Humanitarian law with finalizing the drafting of a law
criminalizing war crimes, and other crimes under international law, in Lebanon, to be urgently introduced to
parliament.

3. Establishing a specialized unit for documenting serious violations of international humanitarian law committed on
Lebanese territory and establishing a registrar to record all killings, injuries, and other damages to civilians.

4. Committing to fully supporting domestic judicial investigations into violations of international humanitarian law,
including war crimes, committed on Lebanese territory, ensuring these investigations are conducted by the
civilian authorities where they concern civilians, and providing the necessary resources for the completion of such
investigations

We also encourage the government to explore other available legal avenues, both at home and internationally, to ensure
that serious violations of international humanitarian law, and gross violations of international human rights law are
investigated and prosecuted and victims’ rights enforced, including their right to reparations. This includes inviting the UN
Special Rapporteur on truth, justice, and reparation to conduct a country visit to recommend measures that all parties can
take to uphold victims’ rights.

We thank you for your attention to this letter and would greatly welcome the opportunity to discuss our recommendations
with you in person.

Thank you in advance for considering our request.

Sincerely,

Signatories:

Amnesty International

Human Rights Watch

The Union of Journalists in Lebanon
The Legal Agenda

Reporters Without Borders (RSF)

Reporters Without Borders (RSF), “War in Lebanon: Journalists Must be Protected and Allowed to Work Freely”, October 11,
2024, https://rsf.org/en/lebanon-rsf-and-ten-organizations-call-un-investigate-israeli-attack-killed-issam-abdallah

"Hyman Rights Watch, “Israel: Strikes on Journalists in Lebanon Apparently Deliberate,” December 7, 2023,
https://www.hrw.org/mews/2023/12/07/israel-strikes-on-journalists-in-lebanon-apparently-deliberate; Amnesty International,
“Lebanon: Deadly Israeli Attack on Journalists Must Be Investigated as a War Crime,” December 7, 2023,
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2023/12/lebanon-deadly-israeli-attack-on-journalists-must-be-investigated-as-a-war-
crime/; Human Rights Watch, “Lebanon: UN Inquiry Needed into Israeli Attacks on Peacekeepers,” October 11, 2024,
https://www.hrw.org/news/2024/10/11/lebanon-un-inquiry-needed-israeli-attacks-peacekeepers; Amnesty International,
“Israel/Lebanon: Branches of Hezbollah-Affiliated Financial Institution Not Military Targets,” October 22, 2024,
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2024/10/isracl-lebanon-branches-of-hezbollah-affiliated-financial-institution-not-
military-targets/ ; Human Rights Watch, “Lebanon: Israeli Strikes on Financial Group Are War Crimes,” October 23, 2024,
https://www.hrw.org/news/2024/10/23/lebanon-israeli-strikes-financial-group-are-war-crimes; Nour Kilzi, How Israel Distorted
the Concept of Legitimate Targets in War, The Legal Agenda, January 7, 2026; Hussein Chaabane, “Papa”... then the gunfire:
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an open-source investigation documents the killing of Musa Alawieh by Israeli soldiers in Aitaroun, southern Lebanon,.The
Legal Agenda, January 5, 2025.

il Amnesty International, “‘The Sky Rained Missiles’: Israeli Airstrikes in Lebanon Must Be Investigated as War Crimes,”
(December 12, 2024), https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde18/8835/2024/en; Human Rights Watch, “Lebanon: Israeli
Strike Apparent War Crime,” November 14, 2023, https://www.hrw.org/news/2023/11/14/lebanon-israeli-strike-apparent-war-
crime; Human Rights Watch, “Lebanon: Indiscriminate Israeli Attacks on Civilians,” April 23, 2025,
https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/04/23/lebanon-indiscriminate-israeli-attacks-on-civilians; Amnesty International, “Israel:
Hezbollah’s use of inherently inaccurate weapons to launch unlawful attacks violates international law”, (20 December 2024),
Israel: Hezbollah’s use of inherently inaccurate weapons to launch unlawful attacks violates international law - Amnesty
International; Human Rights Watch, “Isracl/Lebanon: Hezbollah Attacks Endangered Civilians”, March 7, 2025,
https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/03/07/israel/lebanon-hezbollah-attacks-endangered-civilians. Nour Kilzi, Israeli Massacres In
Lebanon Isolate the Displaced, The Legal Agenda, December 8, 2025; Enas Sherii, An Open-Source Investigation into the
Strike on Al-Miqdad Residential Neighbourhood in Beirut on 21 October 2024, The Legal Agenda, December 3, 2025..

¥ Human Rights Watch, “Lebanon: Israeli Forces Occupied, Vandalized Schools,” August 6, 2025,
https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/08/06/lebanon-israeli-forces-occupied-vandalized-schools; Amnesty International, “Lebanon:
Israeli Military’s Deliberate Destruction of Civilian Property and Land Must Be Investigated as War Crimes,” August 2025,
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2025/08/lebanon-israeli-militarys-deliberate-destruction-of-civilian-property-and-land-
must-be-investigated-as-war-crimes. Hussein Chaabane, Lebanon’s Mhaibib Between Destruction and Disinformation, The
Legal Agenda, November 25, 2024; Hussein Chaabane, Evidence of the Deliberate Destruction of Blida Mosque, The Legal
Agenda (Arabic), December 6, 2024; Hussein Chaabane, Lebanon’s Frontline Villages: 600 Days of Erasure, The Legal
Agenda, September 2, 2025.

v Ibid.

vl Human Rights Watch, “Lebanon: Israel Unlawfully Destroying Reconstruction Equipment,” December 15, 2025,
https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/12/15/lebanon-isracl-unlawfully-destroying-reconstruction-equipment.

vit Amnesty International, “Lebanon: Israeli Attacks on Health Facilities, Ambulances and Paramedics Must Be Investigated as
War Crimes,” March 2025, https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2025/03/lebanon-israeli-attacks-on-health-facilities-
ambulances-and-paramedics-must-be-investigated-as-war-crimes/;Human Rights Watch, “Israel: US Arms Used in Strike That
Killed Lebanon Aid Workers,” May 7, 2024, https://www.hrw.org/news/2024/05/07/israel-us-arms-used-strike-killed-lebanon-
aid-workers; Human Rights Watch, “Lebanon: Israeli Attacks on Medics Apparent War Crimes,” October 30, 2024,
https://www.hrw.org/news/2024/10/30/lebanon-israeli-attacks-medics-apparent-war-crimes. Saada Allaw, Israel systematic
Assault on Health and Emergency Aid in Lebanon, The Legal Agenda, November 24, 2025.

Vil Amnesty International, “Lebanon: Evidence of Israel’s Unlawful Use of White Phosphorus in Southern Lebanon as Cross-
Border Hostilities Escalate,” October 2023, https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2023/10/lebanon-evidence-of-israels-
unlawful-use-of-white-phosphorus-in-southern-lebanon-as-cross-border-hostilities-escalate; Human Rights Watch, “Lebanon:
Israel’s White Phosphorus Use Risks Civilian Harm,” June 5, 2024, https://www.hrw.org/news/2024/06/05/lebanon-israels-
white-phosphorous-use-risks-civilian-harm.

X Amnesty International, “Lebanon: Establish International Investigation into Deadly Attacks Using Exploding Portable
Devices,” September 2024, https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2024/09/lebanon-establish-international-investigation-into-
deadly-attacks-using-exploding-portable-devices; Human Rights Watch, “Lebanon: Exploding Pagers Harmed Hezbollah
Civilians,” September 18, 2024, https://www.hrw.org/news/2024/09/18/lebanon-exploding-pagers-harmed-hezbollah-civilians.
The Legal Agenda, Why is the Pagers Attack a War Crime? Qanuni Break, September 17, 2024.
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