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Administration of justice

In November Congress passed measures approved in
the Mesa de Didlogotorestore the functions previously
taken away from the National Council of the Magistracy
and to abolish the executive commussions of the
judiciary and Public Ministry, which had been blatant
interference by the executive in the administration of
justice. The Attorney General resigned because of her
alleged links with Vladimiro Montesinos. Three judges
of the Constitutional Tribunal who had been sacked in
1997 were reinstated.

Prisoners of conscience

More than 200 people falsely charged with terrorism-
related offences remained in prison at the end of
2000, During President Fujimori's last years in office
very few of these prisoners were released despite the
findings of the Ad HocCommission established in
1996. In its final report, published in August, the
Commission stated that it considered that 35 prisoners
should be pardoned. Two members of the Commission
also recommended that a furtherseven prisoners
should be pardoned. However, the Minister of Justice
had not made his recommendation by the end of the
year. In addition thereport stated that the
Commissionhad passed 246 cases to the National
Council for Human Rights and that 1,440 caseswhich
had beenrejected by the Commissionshould be
reviewed by the Council. Thegovernmentof Valentin
Panigua released 31 prisoners in November and
December

&3 MariaMontenegro Montenegro, a mother of four,
was sentenced to I5 years’ imprisonment in 1994 for the
terrorism-related crime of “treason”. She had already
beenacquitted twice by two military tribunals. The
charges against her were based solely on statements by
two arrepentidos— members of the armed opposition
who supply information leading to the capture of other
alleged members in return for exemption from
prosecution, or reduction in or remission of their
sentences.

Unfair trials

Anti-terrorism legislation continued to allow civilians
to be tried by military courtswhichwereneither
independentnor impartial. Atleast 1,800 people had
been tried by military courts for the terrorism-related
offence of “treason” since 1992. Peru withdrew from the
Inter-American Court of Human Rights in 1999, claiming
thatit could not comply with the Court’s ruling that four
Chilean citizens convicted of treason by military courts
1n 1994 had to be retried under international fair trial
procedures.

&3 LoriBerenson, a US citizen, was sentenced to life
imprisonment in 1996 by a military court. in August
2000, in an unprecedented move and following
international pressure, especially from the USA, the
military justicesystemruled thattherehad been no
evidence to convictherof the terrorism-related
offence of “treason” and transferred her case to the
ordinary courts. Her trial beforea civilian court was
continuingat the end of the year,
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Intimidation and death threats

Journalists, human rights defenders, members of the
oppositionand their families were intimidated and
threatened. However, there were no signs that the
authorities took these threats seriously. [t was widely
reported that the harassmentand intimidation was
organized from within the National Intelligence
Services(see above).

Torture/ ill-treatment

There were reports of torture and ill-treatment and
dozens of deaths in custody as a result. Methods of
torture reported included beatings, electric shocks,
submerging the prisoner’s head in water and sexual
assault.

Prison conditions remained harsh and in many cases
amounted to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment
&3 The prison of Challapalca was located atover 4,600
metres abovesea level in the department of Puno.
Access tolawyers, relatives and medical attention was
seriously hindered by the remote location.

&3 Conditions ataprisonlocated in the Callao Naval
Basenear Limaremained harsh. Leaders of the two
armed opposition groups— Movimiento
Revolucionario Tupac Amaru (MRTA), Tipac Amaru
Revolutionary Movement, and Sendero Luminoso,
Shining Path —were held in solitary confinement in
underground cells and had no direct contact with their
relatives during the visitswhichwereonly allowed
once a month.

UN Human Rights Committee

In October, the Human Rights Committee reviewed
Peru’s fourth periodic report. The Committee
recommended that the 1995 amnesty laws be annulled
andthattheauthorities refrain from adopting anew
amnesty law in the future. The Committee also urged
the Peruvian authorities to ensure the independence
and impartiality of judges and to create a mechanism
guaranteed by law which would prevent the executive
interferingin the judicial system. [n addition the
Committee urged the government toreviewall casesof
civilians who had been tried by military tribunals and
deplored thefactthatthemilitary justice system
continued to be able to try civilians. The Committee
expressed its concernat conditions in Lurigancho
prison in Limaand at Yanamayo and Challapalca
prisons in Puno department. Finally the Committee
urgedthe Peruvian government, among other

things, to respect freedom of expressionin all
circumstances.

Al country reports and visits

Reports

« Peru: Breaking the circle of impunity and restoring the
rule of law in Peru — Tasks which must be undertaken
without delay during the transition (joint statement by
Al and the International Commission of Jurists)
(Al Index:AMR 46,/038/2000)

* Peru: UN Human Rights Committee's
recc dations must be impl d (Al Index:
AMR 46/037/2000)
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« Peru: Torture continues unabated (Al Index: AMR
46/40/2000)
Visit
In November, priorto President Alberto Fujimori's
dismissal, a joint delegation fromAl and the
International Commission of Jurists visited Peru. The
delegates met with the members of the Mesa de Didlogo,
the Attomey General, the Ombudsman, and staff of the
human rights division of the Ministry of Foreign Affarrs.
The Ministerofthe Interior and the Minister of Justice did
notagree to a meeting with the delegation.

PHILIPPINES

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES

Head of state and government: Joseph Estrada
Capital:Manila

Population: 71.5 million

Official languages: Pilipino, English

Death penalty: retentionist

2000 treaty signatures/ratifications: Optional
Protocol tothe UN Children’s Convention onthe involve-
ment of children in armed conflict; Optional Protocol to
the UN Women's Convention; Rome Statute of the
International Cnminal Court

An escalation of armed conflict in central Mindanao
led tothe displacement of over 400,000 civilians
amid reports of indiscriminate bombingsand human
rights violationsbythe Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP). The Moro Islamic Liberation Front
(MILF) withdrew from the peace process following the
capture of its main bases. Tensions in the region
intensified further following a series of kidnappings
of civilians by the Abu Sayyaf armed group on the
Sulu archipelago. After protracted negotiations,
military assaults on Abu Sayyafpositions on Jolo
island led to the displacement of thousands of
civilians and reports of human rights violations. One
person was executed before President Joseph Estrada
ed a temporary ium on executions in
March. In December President Estrada commuted 13
death sentences after declaring his support for the
abolition of the death penalty. There were continued
reportsofthe torture and ill-treatment of criminal
suspects, including women, to coerce confessions.

Background

Armed conflictin the Mindanaoregion, including the
protracted Abu Sayyaf hostage crisis, increased
pressure on President Estrada’s administration.
Intermittent clashes with units of the communistarmed
opposition group the New People’s Army (NPA), or with
NPA breakaway factions including the Alex Boncayao
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Brigade (ABB), continued 1n various provinces
nationwide. In December, following a local peace
agreement with the ABB's political wing, President
Estrada pledged torelease over 200 political prisoners
convicted or being prosecuted foroffencesallegedly
committed within the context of armed insurgency
Political uncertainty intensified in November as
allegations of corruption led the House of
Representatives toimpeach President Estrada. An
impeachment trial in the Senate was continuing at the
end of 2000. Falls in the value of the currency
heightened fears of an economic downturn.

Armed conflictin Mindanao
Moro Islamic Liberation Front
Armed conflict intensified in central Mindanao from
April. AFP offensives resulted in the capture of a series
of MILF bases, including the group’s headquarters in
July. Over 400,000 civilians were internally displaced
amid reports of indiscriminate aerial and artillery
bombardment of civilian areas suspected of containing
MILF forces, and of extrajudicial executions,
“disappearances” and torture of those thought to have
links to the MILF. At least 300 civilians were reportedly
killedin theconflict

In July the MILF announced its withdrawal from the
peace process and called forajthad (holy war) against
the government. Clashes between the AFP and MILF
forces continued throughout 2000. Mobilization of
expanded local militia unitsand of Christian civilian
vigilante groups escalated tensions. MILF forces were
responsible for breaches of international humanitarian
law including bombing civilian targets, deliberate and
arbitrary killings of civilians and hostage-taking.
Abu Sayyaf
InMarch, members of Abu Sayyaf, a Muslim separatist
armed group involved in kidnapping for ransom, took
hostage over 5o civilians, mainly schoolchildren, on
Basilanisland. In May, more than 25 of the remaining
hostages were freed after military assaults during which
sixhostageswerereportedly killed by Abu Sayyaf. In
May, Abu Sayyafunits kidnapped 21 foreign tourists and
workersfromaresort in Sabah (Malaysia) and held them
hostage onjolo island. After protracted negotiations,
the seizure of more hostages and the payment of
ransoms, some of the hostages were freed. In
September, after the kidnap of three other Malaysians,
the AFP launched assaults on Abu Sayyafpositions on
Jolo, imposing a temporary media and travel ban on the
island. At least 80,000 civilians were reported to have
fled their homes to escape armed clashes and
bombardments, often apparently indiscriminate.
Although difficult to corroborate, therewerepersistent
reports of human rights violations by the military,
including extrajudicial executions, arbitrary arrests and
“disappearances” of suspected Abu Sayyafmembers.
Military operations continued at the end of 2000 as at
least two hostages remained in captivity.

Reports of torture an! ill-treatment o' !etalnees !y

police and AFP personnel continued. Victims included
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both those suspected of links withcommunist or
Muslim armed opposition groups and ordinarycriminal
suspects, including women and minors. Methods
reported included beatings with fists and gun butts,
electro-shocks, partial suffocation, rape and sexual
abuse. Safeguardssuch as valid warrants of search and
arrest, and theright of detainees to have access to
lawyers andrel; during custodial ir igation,
were not implemented effectively

In May, nine Muslim men who had been arrested,
reportedly without valid warrants, on suspicion of links
toaseries of bombings in shopping malls in Manila
alleged that they were kicked and beaten by policein
an attempt to coerce confessions.
&3 Atleastsevenfemale detaineesreported that they
had been raped or sexually abused 1n custody. in April,
two police officers were reportedly arrested for raping
an 18-year-old woman detained for alleged vagrancy

Extrajudicial executions
Criminal suspects were periodically killed by police
while allegedly “resisting arrest” or "attempting to
escape”. Suspected members of the NPA were reported
to have been extrajudicially executed, some while
wounded, in the aftermath of clashes with AFP units

1 InJune murder charges were filed against
10 members of a police unit who shot dead two Muslim
menin Manila during an arrest operation against
suspected MILF sympathizers

Death penalty
In January Alex Bartolome, convicted of raping his
daughter, became the seventh person to be executed by
lethal injection since the Philippines resumed
executions in 1999. Death sentences continuedto be
the year, and 1,400 prisoners
were reported to be under sentence of death by the end
of 2000. Concerns that people were sentenced to death
after unfair trials continued, particularly in light of
allegations that police tortured and ill-treated criminal
suspects in order to coerce confessions or toimplicate
alleged accomplices

In March President Estradadeclareda temporary
moratorium on executions to mark the Christian jubilee
year. In December he announced his intention to
commuteat least 107death sentences confirmed by the
Supreme Court. Thirteen commutation orders had been
signed by the end of 2000. Noting that most of those
sentenced to deathwere poor and underprivileged,
President Estrada declared his supportfora
congressional review and the eventual repeal of the
death penalty law
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Al country reports and visits

Report

« Philippines: The Rolando Abadilla murder inquiry —an
urgent need for effective investigation of torture (Al
Index: ASA 35/008/2000)

Al alsoissued a series of statements calling on all sides of

the Mindanao conflict to respect international

humanitarian and human nghts law. The organization

condemned hostage-taking by armed opposition groups.

Visits

Al delegates visited the Philippines in March and June to
research the torture and ill-treatment n detention of
political and criminal suspecss, including women and
children.

POLAND

REPUBLICOFPOLAND

Head of state: Aleksander Kwasniewski

Head of government: Jerzy Buzek

Capital: Warsaw

Population: 38.7 million

Official language: Polish

Death penalty: abolitionist for all cnmes

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Second Optional
Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, aming at the abolition ofthe death
penalty; Protocol No. 6 to the European Convention on
Human Rights concerning the abolition of the death
penalty

There were reports of arbitrary detention and ill-
treatment in “sobering-up” centres. The authorities
appeared to condone theill-treatment of new
recruits to the army. Some Roma were inadequately
protected from racist violence.

Arbitrary detention and ill-treatment

There was concernthata 1982 law which allows people to
be heldforup to 24hoursin "sobering-upcentres” was
used bypolice officers to detainpeoplearbitrarily. Under
this law, detention is not subjected to judtcial review
Manyof those detained under this law complained that
they wereill-treated by officers working in the centres,
but investigations appeared to have beenconducted
only incasesofgrave injury or death incustody

&3 In April the European Court of Human Rights ruled
that the detention of Witold Litwa had been in violation
of the European Convention for the Protection of
Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms. Witold
Litwa hadbeen arrested by police officers in a post
office in Krakow in May 1994, following a complaint by
postal clerks that he was drunk and behaving
offensively. He was then taken by police officersto a
“sobering-up”centre where he was beaten by police
officers andll-treated by staff

&3 In May, 28-year-oldRobertM. was stopped by
police at araillway station in Warsaw and takento the
“sobering-up” centre in Kolska Street. According to the
police, he was so drunk he could not travel on his own

it later came to light that he had a relatively low level of
alcohol in his blood and that during a medical
examination he had been conscious, ingood physical
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condition witha normal pulse and blood pressure. In
themorming he was taken unconscious toa hospital
where he died following an operation in which a
haematoma wasremoved from his brain The doctor
who operated on him reportedly said: "He didn’t stand a
chance. [f he was conscious on entering the 'sobering-
up centre', his injuries must have happened there.” An
investigation into Robert M.’s death wasreportedly
under wayat the end of the year.

Army recruits

The humiliation and abuse of new recruits was believed
to be endemic in the army. The Polish Helsinki
Foundation for Human Rights expressed concern that
military commanders failed to tackle the routine ill-
treatment of younger soldiers

&3 I[nFebruary Polish televisionbroadcasta
documentary film about the 25th Air Cavalry Brigade,
based at Tomaszow Mazowiecki. The documentary
showed non-commissioned officers tormenting
conscripts with verbal abuse, and humiliating them
during traning. In April, two corporals of this brigade
were reportedly convicted by a military court for
forcing two conscripts who were caught smoking to
perform press-ups while wearing gas masks containing
1o lighted cigarettes.

& InFebruary,seven former senior conscripts went
on trial before the Szczecin Garrison Court for forcing
younger colleagues to "play sheep”, which involved
crawling around on the floor and hitting their heads
against the wall. Junior conscripts were also forced to
wear dog collars and walk on a lead, and were
undressed and sexually assaulted.

Roma

In June the Council of Europe's European Commission
against Racism and Intolerance expressed concern
about racially motivated violence against Roma. The
Commission noted that according to some reports, the
policeresponse to such acts was slow and
investigations inadequate. The Commission also
expressed concern about allegations of police violence
and called on the authorities to investigate all alleged
malpractice and to purish offenders.

3 In August, in Tarnéw, two masked men broke into
the home of Agata Ciureja, a 32-year-old Romani
mother of six, and attacked her with an axe, causing
injuries which required hospitalization. Agata Ciureja
told a local Romani organization that shebelieved that
the attackers were members of a group of about 20
skinheads who had broken into her apartment about
three weeks previously, in an attempt to scare her out
of the neighbourhood. At the time the police detained
two suspects who were subsequently released.
Following the second attack Agata Ciureja went into
hiding
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PORTUGAL

PORTUGUESE REPUBLIC

Head of state: Jorge Fernando Branco de Sampaio
Head of government: Anténio Manuel de Oliverra
Guterres

Capital: Lisbon

Population: 98 million

Official language: Portuguese

Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the involve-
ment of children in armed conflict; Optional Protocol to
the UN Women's Convention

Several deaths in, orimmediately following, police
custody were reported. The arrest of two police
officers in connection with a homicide charge
prompted angry street protests by police, and a
prosecuting magistrate claimed to have been
severely intimidated by some officers. Allegations of
policeill-treatment and of cruel, inhuman and
degrading conditions in prisons persisted. Judicial
inquiries continued into previous allegations of
policeill-treatment.

Background

In a year marked by serious allegations of police
brutality, the UN Committee against Torture urged
Portugal to shift "police culture” further towards
respect for human rights. A range of legal and
regulatory initiatives were undertaken. They included
the establishmentin May of a working group,
coordinated by an inspector of the interior Ministry’s
police oversight body, the General Inspectorate of
Internal Administration (IGAI), to draw up an ethical
codefor the Public Security Police (PSP) and National
Republican Guard (GNR). Practical measures to combat
police violence included plans to install video cameras
in all police stations and to close detention cells in
police stations, concentrating them in the divisional
buildings of the PSP, where detainees could be placed
under the surveillance of officers of higher rank. The
Justice Ministry confirmed that a new prison
inspectorate was being created. This would, among
other things, receive and examine complaints from
prisoners. Its work was complemented by magistrates
who carried out monthly visits to prisons and who were
able toreceive complaints.

At least l!ree judicial investigations were opened into

deaths in or after police custody. In January, twomen
died inseparateincidents, on the same night and in the
same city, allegedly after being severely beaten by PSP
officers. In all three deaths the cause was attributed to
aruptured spleen.

&3 AlvaroRosaCardoso, a Rom, was allegedly beaten
severely with truncheons and pistol-whipped by police
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who had been called to astreet disturbance in the
Aldoar area of Oporto. After being held in custody at
Pinheiro Manso police station, he was taken to the
Hospital de Santo Anténio, where he died. Varying
versions were gwven of the death. Alvaro Cardoso was
said to have been injured in a street fight before the
arrival of the police. He was also said to have injured
himself in a fall at the station and to have died of one or
twoheartattacks. After the Commander of the PSP of
Oportoendorsedthe police version that death was
caused by a heart attack, the cause of death was found,
on the contrary, to have been a ruptured spleen.
Criminal and disciplinary procedures wereopenedand
the Commanderreplaced. According to the Interior
Ministry there wasevidence of "violence inflicted by
one or more PSP officers”. Two officers were
provisionally detained and examined in connection
with a homicide charge.

In April PSP officersreportedly made death threats
against a prosecuting magistrate after a judge’s
decision not to release the two officers. Because no
formal complaint was lodged by the magistrate, no
judicial investigation was undertaken. The threats took
place againstabackgroundofangry street protests by
police throughout Portugal, some of whom surrendered
their weapons and wept openly.

In October, almost six months after the detentions,
the Oporto criminal court (TIC) ordered the closure of
the case on grounds of lack of evidence. A relative of
AlvaroCardoso, 17-year-old Franquelim Romao, who
had been arrested with him, and had reportedly
testified to the beating, remained the sole defendant in
the proceeding, accused of assaulting PSP officers. The
prosecutor appealed against the court decision, which
wasreportedly based largely on the testimony of nine
witnesses, many of whom were police officers who had
originally beensuspects, and on a particular
interpretation of the opinion of a forensic specialist
that the spleen was nota "vital” organ.

3 On the same night in January PauloSilva died of
internal injuries after complaining to his mother that he
hadbeen badly beaten by PSP officersin the Cerco area
shortly before. He was taken to the Hospital de Sao Joao
with a rupturedspleen. Nineofficers remained under
investigation in connection with the death. Aseparate
internal inquiry was being conducted into an apparent
attempt by the officer in command of the police unit
involvedto falsify paperwork.

3 Judicial and IGAf inquiries were also being carried
out into the death of Antonio Mendes dos Santos, who
died about 10 days after being held at a police station at
Coimbra in June. He too was reported to have died from
injuries to the spleen.

Police ill-treatment

New allegations of police ill-treatment were reported
and various judicial investigations continued into
previously reportedcases of police brutality.

Judicial and disciplinary inquiries were opened
into the alleged ill-treatment of Mario Joao Augusto
Rocha, a young black man who claimed that in February
he was assaulted by PSP officers who intercepted him
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while he was walking to his girlfriend's home at Arroja,
Odivelas. According to Mario Rocha he was punched
andslapped by plainclothes officers both before and
after beingtaken to the police station at Odivelas,
wherehe was also racially abused. He was asked only
later for hisidentity papers. He was subsequently
treated at the Hospital de Santa Maria. Helodged a
complaint with the PSP of Santo Antonio dos
Cavaleiros, Loures.

&3 In December Mozambican national Candido
Ventura Coelho, who suffers from a mental disability,
and his (7-year-old brother, Joseé Carlos Coelho, were
taken to the PSP station in Damaia, near Lisbon, to be
identified and questioned. Candido Coelho, who had
become a little muddled during questioning, was
reportedly taken into a bathroom by an officer who
pushed his head against a wall and punched him
repeatedly in the face andhead until a second officer
intervened Candido Coelho was subsequently treated
in hospital. His complaint was being investigated by the
Judicial Police at the end of the year

Prisons

lll-treatment by prison guards— mainly beatings —
inhuman and degrading conditions, and cases of
medical neglect continued to be reported. Many such
reports werereceived about Linh6 prison, Sintra.
Prisoners suffering from illnesses, often with HIV/AIDS,
alleged inadequate access tomedical treatment,
medical neglectanddisregard of their dietary needs.
The Justice Ministry informed Al that the rate of
overcrowding was dimnishing and that out of a total of
1,164 inquiries into complaints during 1998-99, only 117
related to alleged acts of violence by prison staff.
Twenty-three prison officers (out of a total of
approximately 4,000) were punished with dismissal or
compulsorily retired. These punishments did not all
relate to assaults on prisoners.

The UN Committee againstTorture

In May the UN Committee against Torture examined
Portugal's third periodicreport on its compliance with
the provisions of the Convention against Torture. The
Committee expressed concern about continuing reports
of deaths in custody and policeill-treatment and
persisting reports of inter-prisoner violence. The
Commuttee urged Portugal to ensure in particular that the
criminal investigation and prosecution of public officials,
such as police officers, wereundertaken as a “matterof
course”, where the evidence revealed the commission of
torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatmentor
punishment. Al submitted a report to the Committee. [t
summarized Al's main concerns about death and ill-
treatment in policecustody and in prisonsand about
casesof effective impunity and excessive use of force by
law enforcementofficersbetween 1997 and the beginning
of 2000. Al acknowledged the positive contribution made
by IGAI to the monitoringand supervision of the activities
of the PSPand GNR. Nevertheless, IGAI could not conduct
its own disciplinary investigations, or impose its own
penalties, and questions remained over the thoroughness
of some of the inquiries carried out.
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Al countryreport
« Portugal: Small problems ...? A summary of concerns
(Al Index. EUR 38/001/2000)

QATAR

STATE OF QATAR

Head ofstate: al-Shaikh Hamad Ibn Khalifa Al-Thani
Head of government: al-Shakh Abdullah Ibn Khalifa
Al-Thani

Capital: Doha

Population: 0.6 million

Official language: Arabic

Death penalty: retentionist

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: UN Convention
against Torture

The trial of more than 100 peopie charged with
involvement in the failed coup attempt of 1996 was
concluded. At least 33 defendants received lengthy
prisonsentences. One political detainee,'Abd al-
Rahman bin ‘Amir al-Na'imi, remained held without
charge or trial for a third consecutiveyear. At least
three people were executed in the first executions
recorded by Al in more than 10 years.

tnternational human rights treaties

In January Qatar acceded to the UN Convention against
Torture. This was the third major international human
rightsinstrument to which Qatar hasbecomea party.
The others are the UN Children’s Convention and the
UN Conventionagainst Racism

Coup trial

At least 33 people were sentenced to life imprisonment
for their involvement in the failed coup attempt of
1996. Of the 33convicted, nine had been tried in
absentia. A total of 8sother defendants were acquitted
Inpreviousyears Al expressed concern that many of
the defendantsin this trial were allegedly tortured to
force themto confess. To Al's knowledge, there was no
investigation into these allegations. Al had no details of
the evidence on which the defendants were convicted.
Both thedefence and the prosecution launched appeals
against the sentences,

&3 Fahd 'Abdullah Jasim Al-Malki, one of the
defendants sentenced to life imprisonment, had been
forcibly returned to Qatar from Yemen in August 1998
He was allegedly beaten while under interrogation

Detention without trial
‘Abd al-Rahman bin‘Amir al-Na'imi continued tobeheld
without charge ortrialand without the opportunity to
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challenge the legality of his detention in a court of law.
Hewasarrested in June 1998. after he sent a petition to
the members of the Consultative Council (Maylis al-
Shura), in which he criticized aspects of government
policy, Thegovernment has failed 1o respond to Al's
repeated requests for clarification of his legal status.

Al continued to receive reports of torture and 1ll-
treatment.

Mazenal-Khatib, a United Kingdom national, was
allegedly tortured while awaiting trial after hisarrestin
December 1999. Mazenal-Khatibwasalleged to have
been forced to lie for seven hours on his back, with his
hands handcuffed behind his back, and beaten around
the neck and head with a stick. The government failed
torespond to Al'srequest that these allegations be fully
investigated.

Executions

Two men, Qader Aktar Hassan and Anis Qassem
Dahnassi, and a woman, Fatima Yussef al-Din Sayed, all
Indian nationals, wereexecuted on 14 June in Doha
prison. According to Al's records, these were the first
executions in the country for more than 10 years.

The last execution recorded by Al took place in
Octoberig88.

ROMANIA

ROMANIA

Head of state: lon lliescu (replaced Emil Constantinescu
in December)

Head of government: Arian Nastase (replaced Mugur
Isdrescu in December)

Capital: Bucharest

Population: 22.5 million

Official language: Romanian

Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol to the UN Children’s Convention on the invoive-
ment of children in armed conflict; Optional Protocol to
the UN Women's Convention

Therewere numerous reports of torture and ill-
treatment by law enforcement officials. The
intimidationand harassment of victims and
witnessesimpeded prompt and impartial

i igations. Reforms to imp procedures on the
useofforce and firearms by police and to establish
an independent complaints investigation mechanism
had not been initiated by the end of 2000. Reforms
to the Penal Code, the Penal Procedure Code, the Law
on the Execution of Penal Sentences and legislation
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governing the police, proposed by the authorities in
September 1999, were alsonotadopted by
parliament. Conscientious objectors to military
service werethreatened with imprisonment.

Background
InNovemberand December, the votersreturnedto
power lon lliescu and the Partidul Democratiei Sociale
din Romania {PDSR), Social Democratic Party of
Romania, whohadbeen defeated in elections four
years earlier. The ruling coalition had failed to deliver
promised reforms and to end widespreadcorruption,
and had presidedover instability and a further
deterioration in living conditions, with close to 40 per
cent of the population below the offictal poverty line.
During the presidential and parliamentary elections
the extremist Partidul Roménia Mare (PRM), Greater
RomaniaParty, gained significant support, especially
among younger voters. The PRM leader, Corneliu Vadim
Tudor, had previously made xenophobic and anti-
Semitic remarks and had incited intolerance against the
ethnic Hungarian andRoma communities. Leaders of
the PDSR claimed that they would not seek to forma
coalition with the PRM, a party whose support they had
enjoyed in the previous 10 years, and with whom they
shared government between 1992 and 1996.

Ill-treatment and torture by law enforcementofficers
continued to be widespread. Many incidents occurred
during police investigations into criminal complaints,
when force was allegedly used toextract "confessions”
fromsuspects. Police often charged their victims with a
misdemeanour such as “insulting a police officer” or
"disturbing the peace” In afew incidents the police ill-
treated peaceful demonstrators or those who engaged
in legitimate political activity.

A number of victims of ill-treatment who filed
complaints or whose cases were widely publicized were
subsequently intimidated and harassed. As aresult,
some withdrew their complaints. Asin the past, the
authorities did not acknowledge that harassment took
place, failed to provide adequate protection to the
complainants and failed to investigate the incidents.
3 In July Marian lonel Pavel was summoned to the
police station in Ciochina to answer questions about
the theftof a horse. When he refused to confess he was
reportedly punched, beaten with truncheons and
kicked by three police officers. He was subsequently
released without charge.

&3 In January Silviu Rosioru and a friend were
drinking ata baron the Buzau-Ploiesti road. Silviu
Rosioru reportedly made a flippantremark about
officers of the Buzau emergency intervention police
sub-unit, who were sitting ata nearby table. Onhearing
it, theyallegedly threw him to the floor, handcuffed
him, kicked him and beat him with their batons. When
he and his friend tried to escape, the police officers
dragged Silviu Rosioru out of the taxi-cab and placed
him in their van where they beat him on the way to the
police station. He was later fined for allegedly insulting
the bar staff and refusing to provide identification. His
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signatureona confession was allegedly forged. Asa
result of the beating, Silviu Rosiorusuffered multiple
bruises on his chest, abdomen, thighand buttock.

In November the PDSR mayor of Targusor,
Constanta county, apprehended three university
students who were putting up election postersfor
Conventia Democratd din Romdnia~2000(CDR-2000),
Democratic Convention of Romania—2000. They were
taken to the mayor's office where one of them was
allegedly beaten. After they left the town, they were
stopped by a local police officer, who reportedly
assaulted them and tried to run them down with his
vehicle.

Investigations

Although the authorities reportedly initiated
investigations into complaints of torture or ill-
treatment, Inmostinstances investigations were not
conducted promptly and impartially. Complaints were
often dismissed on technicalities.

3 InSeptember, information was received from the
Ministry of Justice concerningthe investigation into the
199B police raid in the village of Merisani whensix
people had beenill-treated. None of the police officers
was charged, on the grounds that the victims "did not
lodge complaints ... accompanied by medical papersor
other evidence”. The Ministry did not comment on the
fact thatinvestigations into torture and ill-treatment
are legally mandatory and not dependent on the
victim's consent or ability to provide evidence. in this
case the victims could not obtain a forensic medical
certificate because the police had kept their identity
cardsfor ndays. The Ministry of Justice explained the
legal procedures for retaining identity cards, but
omitted tostate whether these rules had been
respected in this case.

3 Another reportfrom the same ministry, concerning
the alleged ill-treatment of Dumitru Auras Marcu and his
wife in 1998, contained copies of 16 witness statements,
including some by people who had denied any
knowledge of the incident when approached after the
event by an Al delegate. The statements contained
contradictory views on the manner in which the victim
hadbeenrestrained by police officers, casting doubtson
the veracity of the officers’ version of events. The
authorities did not make publica full report of the
investigation which would have explained how theacting
prosecutor assessed the evidence when deciding not to
charge the suspected officers with any criminal offence.

Failure to reform the police force

The relative impunity enjoyed by police officers who
committed human rights violations was in part
perpetuated by the government's failure toreform the
Ministry of the interior, The Law on the Status of Police
Officers, whichwould have demilitarized the Ministry
of the Interior, and amendments to the Law on the
Police Forcewerenot adopted by the end of 2000.

In April, Adrian Pitu, a former major in the police
force, wastried inabsentiaby the Bucharest Military
Tribunal on charges of tampering with or destroying
documents. He was sentenced to twoyears’
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imprisonment. He was apparently charged in violation
ofhis right to freedom of expression following
complaints by colleagues whom he had publicly
criticized. The sentence was quashed onappeal in
November, a month after his case was featured ina BBC
radio program. Adnan Pitujoined the policein 1990,
following the democratic changes in the country, but
soon became disillusioned with the lack of reforms
within the police and the growing corruption among his
colleagues. In19g7he publicly urged thenewly elected
authorities to investigate police abuses, including cases
of torture and ill-treatment, and alleged that police
gave protection to people with links to organized crime.
Shortly after he met the then Minister of the Interior,
Gavril Dejeu, AdrianPituand his wife started receiving
threats. He was also harassed by colleagues and
superiors, some of whom initiated criminal proceedings
against him on fabricated evidence. He resigned and
left the country in July 1998

Use offirearms by police

Domestic legislation continued to allow officers to
shoot "to apprehend a suspect who is caught in the act
and attempts to escape without obeying an order to
stay at the scene of the crime”, in breach of
international human rights standards. In September,
the Ministry of the Interior issued new instructions on
the use offorceand firearms which restricted the above
provision to cases of "crime, considered as serious”. It
remained unclear who would assess whether a crime
wasseriousand on what basis

InMay in‘Bucharest, a 20-year-old Romani man,
Mugurel Soare, and his brother werechasing their former
brother-in-law when they were stopped by three
plainclothes police officers. Mugurel Soare was shotin
the head, asa resultofwhich he was paralysed and
unable to speak. The officers laterstated that Mugurel
Soare had been armed with a knife and had stabbed a
police officer in the abdomen, and that theofficershot
himin self-defence. The officer reported his wound, a
scratch, twohours later, but it required no treatment
Two witnesses reported seeing aman in civilian dress
beating Mugurel Soare, hitting his head against awall and
sticking the barrel of a pistol against the back of his head.
The witnesses were later taken to Bucharest ioth
precinctpolice station, where theywereheld overnight
and questioned by an investigator and police officers in
anintimidating way. One witness wasallegedly warned
that he nisked being accused of "incitement to scandat” if
he maintained his version of the shooting incident.

Conscientious objectors

Twenty-nine conscientious objectors to military
service refused tocarry out alternative service because
they had reservations about its length and nature, and
on the grounds that the law exempts from military
service ordained ministers of recognized churches. All
were ministers of the Jehovah's Witnesses. They were
tried individually by military tribunals of first instance
whichacquitted all but three of the defendants, finding
that the failure to carry out alternative service was not
proscribed by any law in force.
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Ruling on appeal, the Bucharest Military Tribunal
convicted all 29 objectors andsentenced them to
differentterms of imprisonment. In July the Military
Courtof Appeal reviewed the cases of 13 of them and
sentenced each to 18 months’ imprisonment,
suspended fora period of threeyears, six months. The
presidingjudge published a separate opinion in which
he concurred with the first instance courts which had
acquitted the conscientious objectors of the charges. In
December, the same court acquitted three
conscientious objectors, but convicted another and
sentenced him to a suspended sentence of 18 months’
imprisonment. The grounds for these apparent
inconsistencies were not made clear.

Since the adoption in 1996 of the legislation
providingfor an alternative service, Al has urged the
authorities to amend certain legal provisions which are
at variance with internationally recognized principles.
These provisionsconcern thegroundsforapplying for
alternative service, its punitive length and restrictions
onwhen applications for alternative service may be
submitted.

RUSSIAN
FEDERATION

RUSSIAN FEDERATION

Head of state: Viadimir Putin

Head of government: Mikhail Kasyanov

Capital: Moscow

Population: 146.9 million

Official language: Russian

Death penalty: retentionist

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Rome Statute of
thenternational Criminal Court

Serious and widespread human rights violations took
place in 2000, including grave crimes against
civilians on a massive scale during the renewed
armed conflict in the Chechen Republic (Chechnya).
Russian federal forces wereresponsiblefor gross
human rights violations against the civilian
population of Chechnya. Thousands of civilians were
killed in indiscriminate attacks and there were
widespread reports of torture, incommunicado
detention and summary executions. Few, if any,
investigations into these crimes took place and none
of those responsible were known to have been
prosecuted in 2000. Throughout the Russian
Federation, torture and ill-treatment in police
custody, in prisons and in the armed forces
continued. Prison conditions were cruel, inhuman
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and degrading. Former prisoners of conscience faced
trials. Refugees, asylum-seekers and internally
displaced people werenot given adequate
protection. Conscientious objectors to military
service continued to face imprisonment.

Background

2000saw continuing political and economic instability
andageneraldisregard for the rule of law. Government
pressure to limit cwvil liberties increased against the
background of the ongoing war in Chechnya.

Acting President Vladimir Putin won a decisive
victory in the March presidential elections. President
Putin divided the 8g regionsof the Russian Federation
into seven administrative regions and appointed
representatives — some of them allegedly close friends
and supporters from his time as a KGB officer —
responsible only to the President. He also pushed
through special legislation stripping regional leaders of
their seats in the Federation Council.

The Russian authorities repeatedly made
inflammatory statements designed todivert public
criticism of the government by heightening anti-
Chechensentiment in the country. For example, the
authoritiesrepeatedly blamed Chechen "terrorists”for
bombattacks, such as the bombing inMoscow in
August, before investigations had produced any
evidence as to who was responsible.

The Chechen conflict

The Russian authorities claimed that the situation in
Chechnya had normalized following the scalingdown of
military activities in the first quarter of 2000. However,
the human rights crisis in Chechnya continued. There
were frequent reports that Russian forces
indiscriminately bombed and shelled civilian areas.
Chechen civilians, including medical personnel,
continued to be the target of military attacks by Russian
forces. Hundreds of Chechen civilians and prisoners of
war were extrajudicially executed. Journalists and
independent monitorscontinuedto be refused access
to Chechnya. According toreports, Chechen fighters
frequently threatened, and in some cases killed,
members of the Russian-appointed civilian
administration and executed Russian captured soldiers
3 Atleast 60 civilians were summarily executed in
theNoviye Aldy suburb of the Chechen capital, Grozny,
by Russian forces duringa "cleansing operation” ons
February

3 In March Russian forces launched an attack on a
group of up to 60 civilians, mostly women and children,
in the village of Samashki. The villagers had been
promiseda “safecorridor”forone day toallow them to
collect food. Despite these assurances, the group came
under artillery attack and at least three women were
killed and five were wounded.

€3 Andrey Babitsky, a Russian war correspondent
working for Radio Liberty, went missing in Chechnya
while trying to leave the capital Grozny. It later
emergedthat he had beenarrested by the Russian
military authorities and was being held
incommunicado. On 3 February the Russian authorities
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announced that Andrey Babitsky had been handed
over to Chechen fighters, reportedly in exchange for
Russian soldiers held by Chechen forces. On 25
February Andrey Babitsky was found in detention in
the Dagestan capital, Makhachkala,fromwhere he was
released and flown to Moscow following the
intervention of Vladimir Putin

Andrey Babitskystated that he had been detained in
the Chernokozovo “filtration camp” where he had been
beaten with truncheons by Russian guards and heard
the screams of other detainees, including a woman,
being tortured. He also said that the Russian authorities
had handed him over to unidentified Chechens, whom
he believed to be collaborating with the Russian
authorities, against his will.

Russian forces continued to detain people in Chechnya
at checkpoints and in the territories under their
control. Most people were detained during so-called
"cleansing operations” in newly occupied towns or
during identity checks on civilian convoys travelling
fromChechnyatoneighbouring Ingushetia. People
apprehended by Russian forces weresent to secret
“filtration camps” where they were held without access
to therr relatives, lawyers or the outside world.
Survivors of “filtration camps” stated that torture was
routine and systematic. There were numerous reports
of detainees being raped, beaten with hammers and
clubs, given electric shocks or tear gassed. There were
alsoreports that some detainees had their teeth filed
down or were beaten around both ears simultaneously
toburst the ear-drums. Senior Russian officials
continued to deny the existence of “filtration camps”
and to claim that no detainees in Chechnya were
tortured.

&3 Witnesses stated that a 14-year-old girl, originally
from Urus-Martan, died indetentionin Chernokozovo
at the beginning of the year, allegedly as a result of
torture; she had been repeatedly raped by Russian
guards. She had reportedly been detained at a
checkpoint while travelling ona bus. According to the
witnesses, the girl was among 6owomen held together
in cell number 25 in Chernokozovo, who were subjected
tobeatings by the guards.

&3 Musa(not his real name), a former detainee in
Chernokozovo, stated thata 16-year-oldboy called
Albert, originally fromthe village of Davydenko, was
brought to his cell after being gang-raped and severely
beaten by prison guards. One of his ears had been cut
off. Musa believed that up to 1o men were raped in the
camp during his 21-day detention. His other cellmates
includeda manwhosehands hadbeenseverely burned
by prison guards with cigarette lighters and a 17-year-
old youth whose teeth had been filed with a metal file
and whose lipswereshredded, leaving him unable to
eat, drink or speak.

Internally displaced people

An estimated 300,000 civilians remained displaced by
the conflict, both inside Chechnya and in neighbouring
republics. About half were in Ingushetia living invery
poorconditions; many lackedadequateshelter and
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sanitation. Arbitrary official restrictions prevented
most from travelling to other territories of the Russian
Federation, placinga major strain on Ingushetia'sown
population.
Persecution of Chechens
Chechens and other people from the Caucasus
continued to be arbitrarily detained, ill-treated and
tortured in Moscow and other parts of the Russian
Federation. InMoscow, Mayor Yury Luzhkovused
unconstitutional measures, including the so-called
propiska (residence permit) system, to expel
thousands of Chechens and todeny registration to
internally displaced Chechens who had fled the
conflictzone. Reports continued to be received that in
some cases police fabricated criminal charges against
Chechens and planted drugs or weapons on them. In
Moscow alone, more than 5o Chechens were
sentenced to prison terms despite compelling
evidence that thechargesagainst them had been
fabricated
Abuses by Chechen fighters
Dozens of civilian hostages were reportedly held by
armed Chechen groups. Two former hostages said
they witnessed the killing in February of Vladimir
Yatsina, a Russiannewsagency photojournalist who
had been kidnapped in Ingushetia by a Chechen group
injuly1999.
Theinternational community
The Russian authorities refused to allow the UN High
Commissioner on Human Rights to visit a number of
secret "filtration camps” madepublicby Al. The reasons
given were bad weather and security problems.

[n April, the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council
of Europevoted tosuspend the Russiandelegation’s
votingrights and called on its Committee of Ministers to
immediately invoke a procedure for thesuspensionof
Russia's membership.

Alurgedthe UN Commussion on Human Rights to call
foran international investigation. However, the
Cc 1 called for the 1t of anational,
broad-based, independentcommission, in accordance
with recognized international standards; none of the
bodies established by the Russian authorities measured
upto these standards.

Former prisoners of conscience

In November the Supreme Courtordered that the
caseof Grigory Pasko, a journalist and naval captain
arrestedin 1997 after exposing the Russian navy's
illegal dumping of nuclear waste, be reconsidered

&3 In April the Supreme Court upheld the acquittal in
December1999 of human rights defender Aleksandr
Nikitin. He had been charged with espionage and
revealing statesecrets for his writings on therisks of
radioactive pollution fromRussia’'s Northern Fleet. An
appeal against the acquittal by the Prosecutor General
was dismissed in September

Conscientious objectors

There was no civilian alternative to military service
and conscientious objectors continued to face
imprisonment. Young men who claimed conscientious
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objection to military service based on their religious
beliefs and membership of banned organizations,
such as the Jehovah's Witnesses, were often not
considered to be legitimate conscientious objectors
by the courts. In some cases judges who ruled in
favour of the conscientious objectors risked
government pressure and retaliation by the
authorities

& Prominent reformist judge Sergey Pashinwas
stripped of hispost in the Moscow City Court in October
because of ascholarly paper in which he questioned the
legality of Dmitry Neverovsky's conviction for draft
evasion. Dmitry Neverovsky —a student from Kaluga
Region and a conscientiousob jector who refused to
serve in the army during the war in Chechnya because
of his pacifist beliefs— had been sentenced to two
years' imprisonment tn November 1999. He claimed
that while in pre-trialdetention he was systematically
tll-treated by the guards. In April 2000 he was released
from prison after his conviction was overturned on
appeal

Torture and ill-treatment of detainees in police
custody, during pre-trial detention and in the armed
forces continued to be reported

3 Feodor Avdeev, a 68-year-old retired navy aviation
major, was reportedly beatento deathon 28 November
1999 in the local market by a police officer in Podolsk.
He was apparently selling chocolates at the market
withouta licence to trade. After Feodor Avdeev failed
to produce a passport during an identity check, a police
officer reportedly beat him repeatedly even after he
hadfallento the ground. A criminal case against the
officer on charges of "abuse of power” opened by the
Office of the Procurator wasclosedin March,
apparently for lack of evidence.

&5 New developments were reported in the case of
Sergey Mikhailov who was sentenced to death in April
1995 by the Arkhangelsk Regional Court for the rape and
murder of agirl. Sergey Mikhailov claimed that he was
subjectedtotorture and ill-treatment tn order to force
him to confess to the crime, and maintained his
innocence. In April 2000 the Supreme Court of the
Russian Federation cancelled the previous court
decision to sentence Sergey Mikhailov to death and
returned the case for further investigation to the Office
of the ProcuratorofVolgograd Regton.

3 Masked law enforcement officers reportedly ill-
treated staff and visitors during a raid on the Moscow
offices of the human rights organization, Glasnost
Foundation, in August. Officers reportedly ordered
everyone present, including a 10-year-old girl. to lie
facedown on the floor at gunpoint. Officers allegedly
kickedseveral of those present, including Sergey
Grigoryants who was kicked in the head and back for
not lying down quickly enough. The activists were kept
lying on the floor for about 30 minutes.

Armed forces

Widespread torture and ill-treatment in the armed
forces resulted in anumber of deaths of soldiers and
officers.
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&3 In August, fourdischargedsoldiers who served
during the war in Chechnya — Vladimir Murashkin, igor
Koshelev, Larisa Klimova and Victor Khmyrov—
reported the systematic use of torture and ifl-treatment
in the 72nd regiment of 42nd army division stationed
around Stanitsa Kalinovskaya. They alleged that
conscripts were systematically beaten by fellow
officers and senior soldiers from the intelligence unit;
thatsoldiers were kept for days inspecial zoo-like
cagesinfront of thebarracks; and thatinjuredsoldiers
were shot at using automatic rifles. The four soldiers
reported that private Vladimir Demakov was forced to
spend 15 days in acageand beaten with beltsand a
crowbar after writing a complaint to the unit
commander about the ill-treatment of fellow soldiers

Conditions of detention
Conditions in penitentiaries and pre-trial detention
centres, which held up toamillion people, did not
improve and amounted to cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment. Hundreds of thousands of people awaiting
trial continued to be held in grossly overcrowded
conditions. Thousands had to sleep in shifts, often
without bedding. Many cells were filthy and pest-
ridden, with inadequate light and ventilation. Food and
medical treatment were often inadequate. Tuberculosis
and skindiseaseswere widespread. It was reported
that on average more than 10,000 inmates died each
year and more than 100,000 suffered from tuberculosis.
In May a new law designed to grant amnesty to
detainees and prisoners sentenced for minor crimes
wasadoptedby the State Duma (parliament) lower
house to mark thessthanniversary of the end of the
SecondWorldWar inEurope. It was not clear how
many people were freed under the amnesty, although
the authorities reported in November that more than
168,000 people were released.

Politically motivated killings

3 Despite the conviction in November 1999 of three
men in the Republic of Kalmykia in connection with the
murdern June 1998 of Larisa Yudina, human rights
groups in Kalmykia continued to maintain that the
journalist was killed on the orders of Kalmykian
PresidentKirsan llyumzhinov. According to Russian
pressreports, crimnal investigatorshad indicated that
President llyumzhinov's brother had ordered the
killing.

&3 In January police in St Petersburg detained lL.arisa
Plaskova in connection with the murder on 20
November 1998 of prominent member of parliament
Galina Starovoitova; she was released in February.

The death penaity
No steps were taken to abolish the death penalty in law.
There wereseveral calls during the year by senior
officials for the lifting of the de factomoratoriumon the
deathpenalty. In September some 60deputies of the
State Dumaappealed toPresidentPutin to lift the de
factomoratorium on the grounds of risingcrime
throughout Russia, the series of apartment bombings in
1999, and a number of contract killings.
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Refoulement

Legal provisions for asylum-seekers remained
inadequate. Many people were at risk of refoulement
(forcible return) to countries where they could face
grave human rights violations.

3 In December 1999 the Russian authorities forcibly
returned sevenNorth Koreans, recognized as refugees
by the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, to the
People’s Republic of China, apparently without giving
them access to asylum procedures. At the beginning of
2000 the Chinese authorities forcibly returned the
seven refugees to theDemocraticPeople's Republic of
Korea where they were at risk of grave human rights
abuses.

3 Polvonnazar Khodzhayev was detained by officers
of the Russian Special Services in the town of Samara on
5 April. He was subsequently handed over to Uzbek law
enforcement officers and was forcibly returned to
Uzbekistan. On 14 May he was sentenced to death by
Tashkent Regional Court for attempting to overthrow
the constitutional order of Uzbekistanin order to
create an [slamic state.

Al country reports and visits

Reports

* Russian Federation: Environmental activist Grigory
Pasko faces newimprisonment risk (Al index: EUR
46/045/2000)

« Russian Federation: Only an international
investigation will ensure justice for the victims (Al
Index: EUR 46/023/2000)

* Russian Federation: Continuing torture and rape in
Chechnya (Al Index: EUR 46/036/2000)

* Russian Federation: What future forChechens—
citizens or subjugated people (Al Index: EUR
46/044/2000)

Visits

Between March and June Al visited the country several

times to carry out research on violations of human rights

and international humanitarian law and to interview
people affected by the Chechen conflict.
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RWANDA

RWANDESE REPUBLIC

Head of state: Major-General PaulKagame (replaced
Pasteur Bizimungu in April)

Head of government: Bernard Makuza (replaced Pierre-
Célestin Rwigema in March)

Capital: Kigal

Population: 7.7 million

Official languages: Kinyarwanda, French, English
Death penalty: retentionist

Reportsof “disappearance”, arbitrary arrest,
uniawful detention, and torture or ill-treatment of
detainees continued throughout 2000. A numberof
killings of unarmed civilians were also reported. An
estimated 125,000 people continued to be held in
detention, the overwhelming majority accused of
taking part in the1994 genocide. Many have been
held for prolonged periods without charge ortrial in
conditions amounting to cruel, inhuman and
degrading treatment. Atleast 140 people were
sentenced to death for crimes committed during the
1994 genocide, some after unfair trials, but no
executions took place. Trials of genocide suspects
also continued atthe International Criminal Tribunal
forRwanda (ICTR) in Tanzania. In eastern
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Rwandese
military and allied forces, as well as Rwandese armed
groups opposing them, were responsible for
massacres of civilians, torture, including rape,

disappearances” and the ic har of
human rights defenders.

Background

The Rwandese Patriotic Front (RPF)-led government
retained tight political control of the country. Open
political opposition was not tolerated. Despite signs of
growing internal dissatisfaction from genocide
survivors and from dissident RPF members, no
significant political opposition emerged in the country.
Both the RPF and the government were criticized for
being dominated by members of the Tutsi ethnic group

Political tension increased following the departure
from office of senior political figuresperceived as
critical of the RPF leadership. Joseph Sebarenzi Kabuye,
former Speaker of the National Assembly, fled Rwanda
inJanuary. In March the RPF, acting with the National
Assembly, forced the resignation of President Pasteur
Bizimungu, a Hutu who had been included in the inner
circle of power since the early days of the RPF. The
Vice-President, Major-General Kagame, tookoveras
President in April.

The governmentcontinued with a national policy of
“villagization” under which hundreds of thousands of
people wererequired to abandon their homes in order
to be housed in new “villages” or settlements known as
imidugudu. By the end of 2000, the conditions in many
of these villages remained extremely poor, with
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inadequate access to food and water. Insecurity and
numerous cases of rape and sexual violence were
reported in these villages.

During 2000a new police force under civilian control
replaced the paramilitary gendarmerie, formerly under
the control of the Ministry of Defence. Officers of the
new policeforcereceivedbasic training in human rights.

Abuses in Democratic Republic of the Congo
The Rwandese Patriotic Army (RPA) and forces of the
Rwandese-backed Congolese armed opposition group,
the Goma-based Rassemblement congolais pourla
démocratie (RCD-Goma), Congolese Rally for
Democracy, continued tocontrol largeareas of eastern
DRC. In opposition to the DRC government of Laurent-
Désiré Kabila, units of both forces were responsible for
widespread human rights abuses, in particular the
killing of hundreds of unarmed civilians and torture,
including rape. Such abuses were often committed in
response to attacks by Rwandese inrerahamweand ex-
FAR (former Rwandese government army) armed
groups, or by the mayi-mayiCongolese armed group
which opposes the RCD-Goma and the Rwandese
presencein the DRC. These groups were also
responsible forgrave human rights abuses. In
November and December 2000, the RPA and RCD-Goma
undertookamassiverecruitmentdrive ineastern DRC.
Among those recruited were children under the age of
18. All forces continued to use child soldiers, some of
whom wereforcibly recruited and trained in foreign
countries before being sent back to fight in the DRC.

Torture and ill-treatment in Rwandese and RCD-
Gomadetentioncentreswereroutine, and numerous
cases of "disappearance” were reported. Congolese
human rights defenders and civil society activists were
singled out by the Rwandese and RCD authorities for
harassment or worse: many suffered arbitrary arrest,
unlawful detention, ill-treatment or “disappearance”
(See Democratic Republic of the Congoentry.)

In addition to fightingbetween the two sides in the
DRC conflict, there wereincreasinginternal divisions
within the RCD alliance, including deepening rifts
between the Rwandeseand the Ugandans. In June,
Rwandese and Ugandan forces fought forcontrol of the
Congolese city of Kisangani. More than 700 civilians
were killed and thousands more forced toflee.

Killings of civilians

Thelevel of killings inRwandawas lower thanin
previous years as the activities of armed groups such as
the interahamweand counter-insurgency operations
by the Rwandese military were increasingly restricted
to eastern DRC. However, a number of unarmed
civilians were killed, some by members of the
Rwandese security forces, others by armed opposition
groups, others by unidentified assailants. Members of
Local DefenceForces (LDF). an armed but unpaid and
poorly trained civilian force recruited to protect local
communities, were also responsible for killings of
civilians and other abuses. Some detainees who had
been acquitted of genocide charges or conditionally
releasedwere killed.
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&5 In February Aloys Rurangangabo, who had been
acquitted by a court of participation in genocide, was
shot dead in Gakoni, Murambi commune, Umutara. His
wife and four-year-old child were also injured when a
grenade was thrown into their house. The attackers
reportedly includeda serving and ademobilized RPA
soldier.

&3 InMarch Assiel Kabera, adviser to President
Bizimungu, was shot dead outside his home in Kigali by
three men in military uniform.

&3 InMay an armed oppositiongroupkilled nine
civilians in Rwerere commune, Gisenyipréfecture,and
threestudentsin Kiningi, Ruhengeri.

3 InAugust, in Kinigi, Ruhengeri, 22-year-old
Innocent Manragaba was killed by RPA soldiers, and
two other civilian menwere wounded, The unarmed
men, who hadundertakena village night security
patrol, wereorderedtosit on the ground by the
soldiers who then opened fireon them.

‘Disappearances’

Anumber of"disappearances” continuedto be
reported. Some victims were arrested in the DRC and
subsequently transferred to Rwanda and held in
incommunicado detention.

3 Bruno Bahati, acivil society activist from eastern
DRC, was arrested at the Rwanda-Uganda border in
April as he returned from a civil society conference in
the DRC government-held capital of Kinshasa. His
whereabouts were unknown until his release in July. It
transpired that he had been held incommunicado in
military detention in Kigali before being transferred to
adetentioncentrein Goma, eastern DRC.

Torture and ill-treatment were practised routinely in
“cachots communaux’ (local detention centres) and
military detentionsites, especially in theearly stages of
detention. Anunknown number of civilians continued
tobe heldillegally in military detention centres.

&3 In June, four students from Goma, eastern DRC—
Mapendano Bahavu, Eric Sikubwabo-Sibomana, l.azare
LukuteTschonga and Obin Lukute Kiembo— were
arrested at the Rwanda-Uganda border and held
incommunicado for 16 days at the Kicukiro military
detention centre, in Kigali. They were denied food for
the first three days. At least two were tortured: one was
severely beaten around his head with a piece of wood,
and another had a gun held to his head.

Conditions in Rwanda's chronically overcrowded
prisons and detention centres continued to be harsh
and life-threatening, and in most cases constituted
cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment. The
authorities failed to provide adequate food or medical
treatment to detainees and sanitary conditions
remainedextremely poor, The death rate in prisonsand
detention centres remained high. Many child detainees
wereincarcerated with adults, putting them at
additional risk of violence and sexual abuse: only six of
Rwanda's 13 central prisons have separate wings for
minors. The UN Children’s Convention, to which
Rwanda is party, states that children should only be
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detained in prison exceptionally, as a last resort, and
should always be separated from adults.

Genocide trials

At least 2,283 peopleweretriedin Rwandese courts on
charges of participation in the 199 4genocide. At least
140 people were sentenced to death —an increase over
previous years, There were nojudicial executions. The
number of trials increased, but the quality of trials
varied, and some trials were unfair. Some witnesses
were intimidated, and some trials were repeatedly
postponed. There was also an increase in group trials,
whichreportedly ledto breaches of fair trial
procedures.

One of the most prominent genocide trials, that of
Augustin Misago, Roman Catholic bishop of Gikongoro,
concluded in June when he was acquitted.

Around 125,000 people remained in detention, the
overwhelming majority accused of participation in the
genocide. Since the launch ofgenocidetrials in 1996,
only 4,875 suspects havebeentried, less than 4 per cent
of thedetained population. Detaineesincluded more
than 4,400 children under 18 years old, and many
elderly peopleover 7oyears old. More than 450
children who would have been less than 12 years old at
the time of the genocide, and who had reportedly been
cleared of involvement, remainedin detention.

Inordertoaccelerate the pace of the trials, the
government planned tointroducea new communal
system of justice, known as gacaca, to try people
accused ofgenocidecrimes, with the exceptionof
“Category 1" suspects accused of playing a leading or
significant role in the genocide. While the use of the
new gacaca system might alleviate the huge burdenon
the courts and prison system, there were concerns that
some aspects of thissystemwould not conformto
international standards of fairness, particularly
regarding the right to legal defence and the lack of
professional training for and independence of the lay
judges.

International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda

Trials of leading genocide suspects continued at the
iCTRin Arusha, Tanzania. By the end of 2000, 46 were
detained in Arusha. The United Kingdom, France,
Belgium and Denmark surrenderedindicted genocide
suspects to the ICTR in the course of 2000.

3 InJuneformer radio presenter Georges Ruggiu was
sentenced to 12 years' imprisonment for crimes relating
toincitement togenocide and persecution, asa crime
againsthumanity, after he pleaded guilty. Georges
Ruggiu worked for the Hutu extremist radio station
Mille Collines(Thousand Hills), which incited Hutus to
kill Tutsis and Hutus opposed to the atrocities.

Swiss court ruting

&3 In May, aSwiss military appeal court reduceda life
sentence imposed on Rwandese ex-mayor Fulgence
Niyonteze to 14 years' imprisonment. He had been
sentenced to life imprisonment in April 1999 after a
lower court found him guilty of murder, incitement to
murderand warcrimes. Thiswas thefirsttrial of a
Rwandese genocide suspect in the national jurisdiction
of aforeigncountry. The appeal court dismissed the
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charges of murder and incitement to murder on the
grounds that it lacked the competence to try such
crimes committed by one foreigner against another
outside Switzerland, allowing only the war crimes
charges tostand.

Arbitrary arrests and detentions

Arbitrary arrests and detentions were reported.
Thousands of detainees awaiting trial on genocide
charges had been detained for prolonged periods, some
without any evidence against them. Several detainees
who had been tried and acquitted were rearrested.
Daniel Gahinda, Christophe Kagiraneza, and
Eugene Nkulikiyinka, school teachers from Nyamyumba
commune, Gisenyi, werearrestedin December 1999,
accused of being supporters of Rwanda’s exiled former
king and members of a supposed "Army of the King".
Theyweredetainedfor six months in military and
gendarmerie detention centres, despite there being no
evidence against them, before being released without
chargein July.

Refugee issues

In the course of 2000, hundreds of people, mainly
HutufromKibungoin easternRwanda,fled to
Tanzania, Thereportedreasons for their flight
included a prolonged drought and fear of being
accused by the forthcoming gacaca tribunals of
participation in the genocide.

FromSeptember, many Congolese refugees from the
Masisi regionofeastern DRC, who had been livingina
camp inByumba, Rwanda, werereturnedto the Masisi
region.Because of the continued fighting and
insecurity in the Masisi region, they wereat serious risk
of humanrightsabusesduring or after their return.

Intergovernmental organizations

In May the Organization of African Unity's [nternational
Panel of Eminent Personalities submitted the report of
itsinvestigation intothe 1994 genocide and made
recommendations to prevent conflict in the region.

Government response to Al report

In June the government published a lengthy response
to Al's April report, Rwanda: The troubled course of
Justice, which highlighted the plight of tens of
thousands of detainees held on suspicion of genocide
as well as the negative impact of long delays in bringing
suspectsto trial and theprocessof deliveringjustice to
the vicums and survivors of the genocide, The
governmentresponse, while acknowledging that "some
human rights related problems do still exist" in Rwanda
and welcoming some of Al's observations, largely
sought to refute Al's findings.

Al country report and visit

Report

+Rwanda:The troubled course of justice (Al Index: AFR
47/010/2000)

Visit

Al delegates visited Rwanda and eastern DRC in October

to carry out research and meet government officials.
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SAINT LUCIA

SAINTLUCIA

Head of state: Queen Elizabeth I, represented by
Pearlette Louisy

Head of government: Kenneth Anthony
Capital: Castries

Population: 0.16 million

Official language: English

Death penalty: retentionist

There were reports of severe beatings in prison and of
policebrutality and excessive use offorce. At least
twomen remained under sentence of death.

Therewere reports of severe beatings in prison, and of
conditions that amounted to cruel, inhuman or
degrading punishment. Sanitation was poor, with an
openpit for all prisoners touse as a latrine. Severe
overcrowding was exacerbated by the large number of
remand prisoners awaiting trial

&3 Inonecase,amentally itlman onremandwas
allegedly beaten and punchedby prisonguards until he
became unconscious.

&3 In July, acourtorderedthat shackles be
immediately removed from Alfred Harding, a Bajan
national. He had been kept in prison since August 1999
and held continuously in handcuffs and metal ankle
restraints chained together, in contravention of the
Prison Rules and international standards. He was also
kept in solitary confinement and denied visiting rights.
Reports indicated that he was detained in the part of
the prison reservedforprisonersunder sentence of
death, although he was on remand, and that he was
regularly subjected to punitive cell searches. The court
ordered compensation to be paid to Alfred Harding, but
this was not paid. By the end of the year the authorities
had not responded to calls foran end to the practice of
holding prisonersin chains and for an investigation
into thetorture of Alfred Harding.

Corporal punishment

No reports were received of sentences of judicial
corporal punishment beingimposed or inflicted. [n
1999 the Court of Appeal had ruled that therewasno
provisionin law for such punishments.

Police brutality

There were reports of police brutality and excessive
use offorce. Unofficial reports claimed that there were
at least seven fatal shootings by the police, some in
disputed circumstances. No inquests were held into any
of these deaths.

In October Paul Hamilton was fatally shot by police
officers inCastries.Reportsindicated that he was shot
in the back following achase, Media reportsstated that
aninternal policeinvestigationhad beenannounced,
but the outcomewas not known at the end of the year.
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3 InNovember, Alfred Harding (see above) was shot
dead by police in La Clery after escaping from custody.
The circumstances of the killing suggested that he had
been extrajudicially executed. Witnesses stated that
Alfred Harding was ordered by a police officer to lie
downand was subsequently shottwicein the thighand
spine. According to reports, he was denied medical
attention. Witnesseswerereportedly intimidated by
police. Following the shooting, the Ministerof Home
Affairs announcedthat anindependent investigation
would take placeinto Alfred Harding's death and the
circumstances of his escapefromcustody. The Prime
Minister announced an internal investigation. The
results of both investigations had not been disclosed by
the end of the year.

Death penalty

At least two men remained under sentence of death. No
further death sentences were imposed and no
executions tookplace.

Human rights defenders

The Ministerof Home Affairs accused human rights
lawyers of being "politically motivated”. The media was
also critical of their work and at least one lawyer was
subjected to anonymous death threats, verbal
harassment and intimidation from members of the
public.

SAMOA

INDEPENDENT STATEOF SAMOA

Head of state: Malietoa Tanumafili |1

Head of government: Tuila'epa Sailele Malielegaoi
Capital:Apia

Population: 0.17 million

Official languages: Samoan, English

Death penalty: retentionist

At least 54 villagers on Savai'i island were detained
on account of their religious activities. Their
imprisonment led to public debate about
constitutional guarantees of freedom of religion.
Deathsentences againsttwoformer cabinet
ministers convicted of assassinatinganother
government minister were commuted.

Prisoners of conscience

Throughout the year, scores of Christian villagers on
Savai'iisland were arrested, imprisoned or banished
for taking part in religious activities outside
mainstream Christian churches.

3 In May, Tuasivi District Court sentenced 42 people

from Falealupo village to four weeks' imprisonment and
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another 12 villagers to two months’ imprisonment for
refusing to obey orders by the Land and Titles Court to
stop their Bible classes and other religious activities.
Theywere prisonersofconscience. inSeptember, the
Land and Titles Courtupheld decisions by Falealupo
village council to banish the prisoners and 144 other
villagersfrom Falealupo and to prohibit them from
forming a new church. Banishment is a recognized form
of law enforcement in Samoa.

Following unsuccessful petitions to the village
council, the banished group appealed to the L.and and
Titles Courtagainstthe orders. In October police
reportedly forced the majority of the banished villagers
to leave Falealupo, despite court instructions to
suspend their eviction pending the appeal. About 60
members of the group were reportedly taken to the
Tuasivipolice station, apparently for questioning.
Courtofficials in Apia then intervened to inform Tuasivi
police and the Falealupo village council of a decision by
the Land and Titles Court President that all banished
villagers should remain in Falealupo pending appeal
hearings due to take placen 2001
3 InSeptember, at least three people fromPapa
Puleia village were reportedly detained fortwodays by
Tuasivi police in similar circumstances. They were
charged with disobeying their village council’s
prohibition on their religious activities. The case was
pending at the end of the year.

3 In july the Supreme Court upheld constitutional
guarantees of religious freedom in a similar case and
ruled that the Land and Titles Courtand the Saipipi
village council had no authority torestrictreligious
freedom or to limit the number of churches at Saipipi.
Inresponse, the National Council of Churches declared
itsintention to seek amendments to the Constitution in
order to allow village councils to limit the number of
churches in their jurisdiction.

Death penalty

In April, the Supreme Courtsentencedtodeath former
government ministers Leafa Vitale and Toi Aukuso Cain
for their role in the assassination in july 1999 of
Luagalau Levaula Kamu, another minister, ata
reception celebrating the ruling Human Rights
Protection Party. Leafa Vitale's eldest son, Alatise
Vitale, gave evidence at the trial that hisfatherand Toi
Aukuso Cain had arranged the assassination and
pleadedguilty toshootingdead Luagalau Levaula
Kamu, His own death sentence had been commuted to
life imprisonment in 19g9g by Malietoa Tanumafili fl. in
May, Malietoa Tanumafili Il visited Leafa Vitale and Toi
Aukuso Cain in prison before also commuting their
deathsentencesto life imprisonment.
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SAUDI ARABIA

Consultative Council was also reported to have begun
studying proposals for a comprehensive labour law for
women

In September, Saudi Arabia acceded to the UN

KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA

Head of stateand government: King Fahd bin 'Abdul-
‘Azizal-Saud

Capital: Riyadh

Population: 19 million

Official language: Arabic

Death penalty: retentionist
2000treatyratifications/signatures: UN Women's
Convention

Serious human rights violations continued. Women
continued to face severe discrimination, and
suspected political or religious activists continued to
suffer arbitrary arrest and detention or punishment
under secretive criminal judicial procedures which
deny themostbasic rights, such as therightto be
defendedby a lawyer. Atleast 123 people were
executed and there was an alarming increase in the
number of amputations. One person reportedly had
his eye surgically r d as judicial puni

Torture and ill-treatment continued to be reported.
The government continued to enforce a ban on
political parties and trade unions and toimpose
restrictions on access to the country by non-
governmental human rights organizations.

Background
In anunprecedentedmove, the government publicly
stated tts belief in theuniversality and indivisibility of
human rights and announced measures to promote and
protectsuchrights. During the March/April 2000
session ofthe UN Commission on Human Rights, Saudi
Arabia’s Deputy Foreign Minister stated that "human
rights are a non-negotiable objectivefor the
achievement of which we must all strive together”, and
that Saudi Arabia was committed to "the protectionand
promotion of human rights through carefully studied
measures within the context of a comprehensive
human rights strategy". He informed the Commussion of
stepsalready taken or planned by the government to
carry forward this strategy, including an invitation to
the UN Special Rapporteur on the independence of
judges and lawyers to visit the country. The steps also
included plans tointroduce anew regulation to govern
the legal profession and legal counsel, and the creation
of mainly governmental structuresfor the protection of
human rights. The establishment of acommittee to
investigate allegations of torture and other abuses was
also announced, in response to the government's
obligationsunder the UN Conventionagainst Torture,
During 2000, the government embarked on a
number of legislative initiatives related to human
rights. InMay, the Minister of Justice announced that
statutes hadbeendrafted to form a new professional
codeofpracticeforthe legal profession. A law on
criminaltrial procedures was reported to have been
proceeding through the legislative process. The
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Women's Convention, but entered the following
reservation: “In the case of contradiction between any
formof the Conventionand the norms of Islamic law,
theKingdomis notunderobligation to observe the
contradictory terms of the Convention”. The
governmentalso entered a reservation so that it would
not be boundbyprovisionson the equal rights of men
and women to pass their nationality on to their
children.

In July Saud Arabia appointed a woman to the
government post of assistant under-secretary at the
Presidency For Girls’ Education.

In May Saudi Arabia was one of a number of states
voted onto the UN Commission on Human Rights.

Emerging human rights debate

On 31 March, the government issued a response through
the news media to Al's report Saudi Arabia: A secret
state of suffering. The government denied the patterns
of human rights violations documented by the
organization. Without referring to any individual cases
or specific events covered by the report, the response
claimed that arbitrary arrest and torture were not
allowed in Saudi Arabia and that the courts guaranteed
fair trial. It denied that any political prisoners were
held and pointed out that Saudi Arabia played an active
role in the field of human rights, This statement started
adebate on human rights led by Saudi Arabia’s national
and international press. Governmentofficials were
also prompted to make statements on human rights,
including the Minister of Interior whoreportedly said:
"We tell those who level accusations against the
Kingdom topresent their proof. And we welcome
anybody who wants toknow the factsas we don't have
anything tohide...". The debate was continuing at the
end of 2000

Women's rights

Al welcomed Saudi Arabia’s accession to the UN
Women's Convention and other developments related
to women's rights, but remained concerned at
continuing severe forms of discrimination and human
rights abuses against women. Discrimination against
women included limitations on freedom of movement,
allowing for effective imprisonment within the home,
and preventing recourse to protection or redress from
human rights abuses. Equal educational and vocational
opportunities continued to be denied to girls and
women. Women werealso subjected to human rights
violations, including arbitrary arrest and detention,
tortureand the death penalty. Women abused by
private individuals such as husbands or employers
continued to be denied access to adequate protection
orredressby the government. Female domestic
workersremained at particular risk of human rights
abuses, including physical abuse, as aresult of severe
restrictions on their liberty, freedom of movement and
association.
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Prisoners of conscience and political prisoners
There were continuing arrests on political or religious
grounds. People arrested in previousyears remained
indetention, some of whomwere held without charge
or trial

Hundreds of members of the Shi‘a Ismaili
community of Najran province, including possible
prisoners ofconscience, were arrested following
demonstrations and clashes in April in protest against
the forcible closure of their mosque by security
forces. Many of those arrested wereapparently held
incommunicado and their whereabouts were
unknown. At least two were reported to have been
sentenced to prison terms and lashes (see below).
Some were reported to have been killed during the
clashes and demonstrations, in circumstances which
suggested that they may have been the victims of
extrajudicial execution or excessive use of force
by the security forces. At least one security officer
was reported to have been killed and others were
injured

Anumberof Christians were also reported to have
been arrested during 2000 for the non-violent
expression of their religious beliefs. Thoseknown to Al
had all been released by the end of the year without
chargeortrial.
&3 InJanuary, isFilipino nationals, including three
women and fivechildren, were reported to have been
arrested while participating ina Christian service at a
private homein Riyadh. All werereleased without
chargeafterseveralweeks' incommunicado detention
inMalaz prison.
&3 InAugust, Sheikh 'Ali bin ‘Ali al-Ghanim was
arrested at the border between Saudi Arabia and
Jordan upon his returnfrom a holiday in Syria. The
reasons for his arrest may have beenrelated to his
Shi‘areligious beliefs or political activities. Before his
arrest he wasreportedly summoned to the
headquarters of al-Mabahith al-' Amma(General
Investigations) and asked to write a detailed report
about himself, including the countries he had visited
and hisassociates. Heremained held in the al-
Mabahith al-'Amma prisonin Dammam at the end of
2000.
&3 DrSa'id bin Zua'ir, head of the Department of
Information at imam Mohamed bin Sa'ud Islamic
University, remained inprison throughout 2000. He had
beenarrested in early 1995 by members of al-Mabahith
al-Amma, and remained held without charge or trial in
al-Ha'ir prison, having reportedly refused to sign an
undertaking to cease political activities in exchangefor
his release.
©3 Hani al-Sayegh, who was forcibly returned to Saudi
Arabia from the USA in 1999 afterseekingasylum there,
remained held in virtual incommunicado detention in
connection with the bombing of a US military complex
atal-Khobar in 1996, anoffence punishable by death. At
the end of 2000 he was heldreportedlyin al-Ha'ir
prisonwithoutaccess to lawyers and with only limited
contact with his family. He remained at risk of torture
and of being sentenced to death after secret
proceedings.
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Release

Muhammed al-Faraj, a lecturer arrested in 1999
reportedly on account of a poem he had written, was
released in January.

Torture/ ill-treatment

Al received fewer allegations of torture than in
previous years, but the lack of judicial supervision of
arrestand detention continued to facilitatetortureand
ill-treatment. There wereno indications that
investigations had beencarriedout into reports of
tortureinpreviousyears, including reports of deaths in
custody as aresultof torture. Political prisoners,
including possible prisoners of conscience, held in
incommunicado detention remained at risk of torture.
Confessions obtained under torture or duress could
still be used as the soleevidenceforconviction
&3 GeorgeJoseph. an Indian national, was reportedly
arrested outside hishome inMayas he returned froma
Catholic service with a religious cassette tape. He was
heldin ncommunicado detention for several months
and reportedly beaten before being released without
charge and deported back to India

In August, prisoners in the city of al- Jawf were
reported to have protested over their conditions of
detention, including poorfood.Several people were
reported to have been injured during the incident. No
details were available to allow assessment of any
humanrightsviolations that may havetaken place.
Judicial corporal punishments
There were 34 reported cases of amputations during
2000, seven of which were cross amputations (of the
right hand and left foot). Flogging continued to be
frequently imposed for a wide range of offences.
3 In August, ‘Abdel Mo'ti ‘Abdel Rahman Mohammad,
an Egyptiannational. was reported to have had his left
eye surgically removed as punishment ordered by a
courtin Medina after he had been found guilty of
throwing acid inthe face of a compatriotand damaging
his lefteye
3 Twoteachers, arrested following demonstrations
inNajran, were reported to have been sentenced to
1,500 lashes each to be carried out in front of their
families, studentsand other teachers.

Death penalty
Inan increase over the previous year. at least 123
people wereexecuted, all after trials about whichvery
little was known. Among those executed were three
women. The majority of those executed —71—were
foreignnationals, fromIndia, Pakistan, Nigeria,
Philippines, Yemen, Sudan, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Iraq,
Egypt,Bangladesh, Syria, Afghanistan, Indonesia and
Thailand. Some weresentenced to death for crimes
without lethal consequences such as highway robbery,
sodomy, drug smuggling and sorcery.
&3 The body of one of those executed in May,
Muhammad Mustafa Kamal ‘Abd al-Qadir jadi, an
Egyptian national, was reported to have been crucified
following his execution in Jizan oncharges of murder.
The number of people under sentence of death was
unknown as the government does not divulge such
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information, However, among thoseatrisk of the death
penalty was Sit Zainab binti Duhri Rupa, a 32-year-old
Indonesian domestic worker, detained on charges of
murdering her employer. She wasreportedto be
psychologically ill and to have “confessed" to the crime
during police interrogation

Al action

Five countryreportswere issued by Al during the year
as part of a campaign against human rights violations in
Saudi Arabia, under theslogan "End Secrecy. End
Suffering” Each reportdetailed different patterns of
humanrights violations together with
recommendations to the Saudi Arabian authorities
designed to redress such violations.

Lack of government cooperation

During 2000, Al welcomed the commitments to human
rights made by the government and requested further
details as to the time-frame and terms of reference of
the establishment of planned human rights bodies, but
receivedno further information.

Al continued to send communications to government
officials regarding issues or individual cases of concern,
all of which remained unanswered. Al sought
clarification of the reported killings in Najran, together
withassurances that those detained in connection with
the incidents would be protected against torture and
execution, but received no response. Al also repeatedly
requested permission to visit the country, but the
government continued to deny access.
Intergovernmental organizations
Al submitted updated information on Saudi Arabia for
review by the UN Commission on Human Rights under a
procedure established by UN Economic and Social
Council Resolutions 728F/1503 for confidential
consideration of communications about human rights
violations. In March, Al made an oral statement to the
Commission's séthsession, concentrating on unfair
trials, torture in custody, corporal punishment and
amputations.

Al countryreports

» Saudi Arabia: A secret state of suffering (Al Index:
MDE 23/001/2000)

* Saudi Arabia: A justice system without justice (Al
Index: MDE 23/002/2000)

 Saudi Arabia: Encouraging human rights debate (Al
Index: MDE 23/034,/2000)

« SaudiArabia: Execution of Nigerian men and women
(Al Index: MDE 23/049/2000)

* Saudi Arabia: Cross human rights abuses against
women (Al index MDE 23/057,/2000).
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REPUBLIC OF SENEGAL

Head of state: Abdoulaye Wade (replaced Abdou Diouf
n March)

Head of government: Moustapha Niasse

Capital: Dakar

Population: 9.4 million

Official language: french

Death penalty: abolitionist in practice

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol to the UN Children’s Convention on the involve-
mentof children in armed conflict; Optional Protocolto
the UN Women's Convention

Despite peace moves, there was continued tension in
the disputed region of C e between bers
ofthe government and the Mouvement des Forces
démocratiques de Casamance (MFDC), Democratic
Forces of Casamance Movement, an armed
opposition group claiming independence for
Casamance. The number of human rights violations
lessened in comparison with previous years,
although the securityforces in Casamance were
responsible for several cases of extrajudicial
executions, "disappearances” and torture. About 30
suspected MFDC sympathizers remained in prison
without trial at the end of 2000. Most appeared to
be prisoners of conscience who had been arrested
because they were bers of the Diola cc ity.
Members of the MFDC also continued to commit
human rights abuses against civilians. In July, a
Senegalese court dismissed charges of complicity in
acts of torture against former Chadian feader Hissein
Habré on the grounds that it could not prosecute
crimes committed in Chad.

Background
Attemptsto find a peaceful solution to the 18-year-old
conflict in the Casamance region continued throughout
2000. In February, peace talks which took place in
Banjul, Gambia, ledtothesetting up of a joint mission
composed of members of the government and the
MFDC to monitor a cease-fire agreement. In December
afirst formal meeting was held in Ziguinchor between
the Senegalese authorities and the leader of the MFDC.
Father Diamacoune Senghor. Among the issues on the
agenda were the future of army bases, the freeing of
prisoners, the return of displaced people and the
implementation of development projects in
Casamance. Nevertheless, tension remained high in the
conflict area throughout 2000, leading to border
problems with neighbouring Guinea-Bissau, from
where suspected members of the MFDC launched
attacks against Senegalese soldiers and civilians in
Casamance.

Presidential elections were held in March and for the
first time since independence in 1960, the candidate of
theruling Socialist Party, the incumbent PresidentAbdou
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Diouf, lost power. Abdoulaye Wade, head of a coalition of
opposition parties,becameheadof state.He
immediately announced a constitutional referendum to
allow himtodissolve the National Assembly, where the
Socialist Party had a majority, and to hold new legislauve
elections. This referendum was due to take place in
November but was postponeduntil early 2001

Detention without trial
About 30 suspected MFDCsympathizers remained in
prison without trial at theend of 2000 in Dakar and
Kolda. Most of these detainees appeared tobe
prisoners of conscience, arbitrar:ly arrested because
they were members of the Diola community. Most of
them were charged with "threatening state security”
butno evidence was everproducedas to their
individual responsibility for acts of violence.
InKolda, at leastfour nationals of Guinea-Bissau
remained in detention without trial at the end of 2000.
The reasons for their arrest remained unclear. There
was serious concern about the conditions in which
people were detained in Kolda as no human rights
organization — neither the Senegalese Rencontre
af ricaine pour la défense des drotts de 'homme
(RADDHO), African Conference for the Defence of
Human Rights, nor the Liga Guineense Dos Direitos
Humanos, Guinea-Bissau Human Rights League— was
allowed access to them, despite repeated requests.

Extrajudicial executions and ‘disappearances’
in Casamance

Thenumber of human rights violations lessened in
comparisonwithprevious years, notably after April
2000, when a new army commander was appointed in
Ziguinchor. However, the security forces in Casamance
wereresponsible forseveral cases of extrajudicial
executions, "disappearances” and torture.

&3 MomanyTendengwas reported to have been
extrajudicially executed in January by soldiers near a
military camp in Nyassia. Two other young people,
Daniel Sambou and Denis Sambou, were shot dead in
Marchby soldiers whoforced other civilians to bury
them.

3 Several people "disappeared” after being arrested
by the security forces, including Jean Dacougna, a 40-
year-old mentally ill man arrested in February in
Ziguinchor, and Ephene Diatta, arrested in Kabrousse
in March. Both remained unaccounted for at the end
of 2000.

Abuses by the MFDC

Despite the cease-fire agreement accepted by the
MFDC leader, some elements of the armed wing of the
MFDC continued to commit human rights abuses
against civilians. In February, armed groups shelled the
area of Niaguis, apparently to deter the population
from voting in the presidential election. Throughout
2000, civilians were attacked while they were in cars or
inthe fields and their belongings werestolen by alleged
membersof the MFDC. In April, for the first ime, Father
Diamacoune Senghor publicly condemned the armed
attacks launched by one of the military leaders of the
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armed wing MFDC, Salif Sadio, and protested against
the fact that these armedgroups refused toobey him
and torespect the cease-fire agreement.

Impunity: the Habré case

In February, HisseinHabre, former President of Chad,
who found refuge in Senegal in 1991, was indicted on
charges of complicity in acts of torture followinga
criminal complaint filed in January by Chadian victims
and a coalition of non-governmental organizations
Hissein Habré wasplaced underhousearrest while
investigations into the charges againsthim began. In july,
aSenegalese courtdismissed the charges on the grounds
that it could not prosecute crimes committed 1n Chad. Al
was disappointed by the courtruling that Senegal could
not exercise universal jursidiction over torture in Chad.
The coalition of non-governmental organizations
appealed against the decision to the Courtof Cassation,
whichhad not given its rulingby the end of 2000.

SIERRA LEONE

REPUBLICOFSIERRA LEONE

Head of state and government: Ahmad Tejan Kabbah
Capital: Freetown

Population: 48 million

Official language: English

Death penalty: retentionist

2000 treaty ratifications: Optional Protocol to the UN
Children’s Convention on the nvolvement of children in
armed conflict; Optional Protocol tothe UN Women's
Convention; Rome Statute of the Internationai Criminal
Court

The 1999 peace agreement collapsed after rebel
forces captured UN peace-keeping troops in May.
Killings, mutilations, rape and abduction of civilians,
including women and children, byrebel forces
increased. Government forces were responsible for
extrajudicial executions, torture and ill-treatment.
Several hundred alleged government opponents
were held without charge or trial. Renewed insecurity
added to already large numbers of refugees and
internally displaced people. The international
community made efforts to resolve the crisis,
including bystrengthening the UN peace-keeping
operation and taking actionto halt the diamond
tradeused to procurearms.In a significant move to
end impunity, the UN Security Council resolved to
establish a Special CourtforSierra Leone.

Background information
Before its collapse in May, implementationof the july
1999 Lomé peace agreement between the government
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and the armed opposition Revolutionary United Front
(RUF) was limited: attacks on civilians by rebel forces
continued and thousands remained held captive;
disarmament and demobilization was slow; large areas
of the north and east, including diamond-producing
areas, remained under rebel control;andup toa
million people remained beyondreach of humanitarian
assistance.

With the capture by RUF forces of some 500 troops of
the UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL), hostilities
resumed. Government forces comprised the Sierra
LeoneArmy anda civilian militia, the Civil Defence
Forces (CDF). Rebel forcesincluded the RUF and
renegadesoldiers from both the Armed Forces
Revolutionary Council (AFRC)— in power from 1997 to
1998—and from the army. Some demobilized
combatants again took up arms. United Kingdom (UK)
troops weredeployed until mid- june to defend
Freetown and support UNAMSIL. Several hundred UK
troops remained to train the Sierra Leone Army. All
UNAMSIL captives had beenreleasedby july after
intervention by Liberian President Charles Taylor

Following his arrest in May, RUF leader Foday
Sankoh, who had been given a government position
following the peace agreement, wassucceededby Issa
Sesay. There was little contact, however, between him
and the authorities and it was unclear whether he
controlled all RUF forces. On 10 November the
government and the RUF agreed a 30-day cease-fire in
Abuja, Nigeria, under the auspices of the Economic
Community of West African States (ECOWAS). Although
this agreement included deployment by UNAMSIL in
rebel-held areas, this had not begun by the end of
the year

From September hostilities between armed groups
along Sierra Leone's borders with Liberia and Guinea
resulted in further population displacement.
Indiscriminate shelling by Guinean security forces of
villages close to theborderin Kambia Districtresulted
in civilian casualties. Responding tofearsof conflict
spreading throughout the region, ECOWAS planned to
deploy an observer mission along the borders

Abuses by rebel forces

In early 2000 human rights abuses against civilians—
abduction, rape, looting and destruction of villages—
by rebel forces occurredalmostdaily in Northern
Province, particularly Port Loko District. From May
deliberate and arbitrary killings, mutilation, rape,
abduction and forcedlabour and recruitment
increased. Aid workers wereattacked and forced to
withdraw fromrebel-held areas.

Althoughabuses inand around Makeni and Magburaka,
Northern Province,decreasedfromSeptember, refugees
forced to return from Guinea were attacked and
pressured to join RUF forces in Kambia District.

Agroup of renegade soldiers known as the West Side
Boys terrorized civilians through killings, rape, torture,
abduction and ambushes along major roads in the
OccraHillsarea east of Freetown until September,
when their leader was captured and many surrendered
or were arrested.
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Deliberate and arbitrary killings

Largenumbers of civilians were killed by rebel forces
from May, particularly in areas around Port Loko,
Lunsar, Makeni and Magburaka.

©3 On 8 May RUF members killed about 20 people and
injured dozens of others when they fired on some
30,000 people protesting outside Foday Sankoh's
residence in Freetown against RUF attacks on
UNAMSIL

3 Amanwaskilledand decapitated in June after he
tried to prevent the abduction of his 15-year-old
daughter as his family fled from Makeni.

&3 Aman from the village of Magbile recounted how
hissons,aged 1, 21, 23and 25, wereshotandkilled in
June when they refused tojoinrebel forces.

3 In early September rebel forces attacked Guinean
villages close to theSierra Leone border, killing Sierra
Leonean refugees.

Al utilations and rape
Many civilians had limbs deliberately amputated;

others had the letters RUF carved into their flesh.
Abduction of girls and women, rape and sexual slavery
were systematic and widespread. Most victims had
contracted sexually transmitted diseases and many
became pregnant. Often, abducted women and girls,
without adequate support, wereunable toleave the
combatants who had forced them into abusive
relationships when they disarmed and demobilized.
&3 During arebelattack on Lunsar in late May several
people suffered amputations, some of both hands.

&3 Civilians near Mongeri who escaped from six
months’ captivity in October had been used as forced
labour and repeatedly beaten and threatened with
death;womenhad been repeatedly raped.

&3 A woman with a five-month-old baby was stripped
and raped by several combatants when rebel forces
attacked Masiaka in May; she was then abducted and
subjected tofurtherrape.

&3 A19-year-old woman fromMagburakareported the
rapeand killing of her sister during an attack in May;
herhusbandwas also killed.

&3 Nine womenand girls abducted by West Side Boys
n August were taken to the village of Makupr where
they were beaten, raped and threatened with death.
Hostage-taking

On 25 August, aSierraLeone Army officerand n UX
military personnel were taken hostage by West Side
Boys in theOccraHills. Five werereleased afterfive
daysand the restwere rescued on 10 September in an
operation inwhich one UK soldierand at least 26 West
Side Boys were killed.

Human rights violations by government forces
Members of the CDF and the Sierra Leone Army were
responsible for summary executions, arbitrary
detention and torture of captured or suspected rebels
and recruitment and use of child combatants. The
CDF, operating in Eastern and Southern Provinces,
became increasingly undisciplined and usurped
police authority. Civilians were also arbitrarily
detained at CDF headguarters, including in Bo,
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Koribundu and Kenema. llI-treatment and extortion
of money and property at checkpoints were common
andseveral incidents of rape, previously rare, were
reported.

3 In May, five unarmed RUF combatants travelling
with civilians were intercepted at a CDF checkpoint at
Baiima, north of Bo; one was summarily executed and
theothersdetained.

Adetainee captured by the CDF in May and held in
Bolostanearandsuffered cuts to his back after being
beatenwith abayonet; others reported beingstripped
andbeaten with sticks until they bled

3 InSeptember, twomen werekilled and a third
injured when they resisted recruitment by the CDF

In September the CDF attacked police
headquarters in Kenema, and detained and beata
senior police officer.

3 Makingno attempt to involve the police or
investigate, in September the CDF stripped two young
boys accused of stealing money and beat them in public
inavillage near Mile g1.

3 InOctober JiaKangbai, ajournalist with the
Standard Times newspaper, was detained in Freetown
for two days by the CDF, and kicked, beaten and pistol-
whipped, after publication of an article considered
critical of the CDF.

Civilian casualties from aerial attacks

In May and June, attacks by government forces from a
helicopter gunship on suspected rebel positions in
Northern Province resulted in up to 30 civilian deaths
and many other casualties. Attacks often appeared to
be indiscriminate and undertaken without adequate
measuresto safeguard civilians. Although warning
leaflets were dropped in Makeni and Magburaka,
attacks followed shortly afterwards. Civilians fleeing
Makeni, however, said that they were forced out of
their homesby rebel forces as the gunship flew
overhead. At least 14 civilians were killed in Makeni and
at least six were killed in an early afternoon attack on
the market in Magburaka.

Child combatants

Theresumptionof hostilities in May halted
demobilization of child combatants, leaving several
thousand still tobe released by rebel forces, and
resultedinfurther recruitment.

RUF forces continued to abduct and forcibly recruit
children in Northern Province. Recruitment of
children by the CDF also continued in Southern
Province, despite assurances to the contrary given to
Al representatives in May by the Deputy Minister of
Defence, who is also National Coordinator of the CDF.
In May about 25 per cent of combatants fighting with
government forces near Masiaka were observed to be
under 18, some as young as seven. The government
reiterated that 1B was the minimum age for
recruitment and instructed the acting Chief of
Defence Staff to ensure demobilization of all those
under the ageof 1B.

International and national organizations worked
towards ending the use of child soldiers and assisting in
their rehabilitation.
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Refugees and internal displacement

From May renewed fightingand bombingcaused
hundreds of thousands of people toflee: abouts,000to
Guinea and 300,000 tootherpartsof Sierra Leone,
bringing the number of internally displaced people to
some 500,000. FromSeptember, when violence
eruptedalong the Guinean border, 22,000 refugees in
Guineareturned to Sierra Leone toescape arrestand
harassment by the local population, incited by the
Guinean authorities,

Thosedisplacedremained at risk of humanrights
abuses. AroundPortLoko, people venturing from
camps to gather food and water were frequently
abducted, raped and used for forced labour by rebel
forces. Others fleeing areas behind rebel lines were
accused by the CDF of being rebels or rebel
sympathizers, and were beaten or killed.

Political detention

Several hundred members of the RUF or other
perceivedopponents werearrested in May, including
FodaySankoh. Some, fearingreprisalsby the CDF, gave
themselves up. They were held under emergency
legislation introduced in 1998, and repeatedly renewed
by parliament, which allowed indefinite detention
withoutchargeor trial. In June the government
published the names of 121 detainees held under
emergency powers in Freetown's Central Prison. The
legal basis for the detention of others remained
unclear. DuringAugust at least 200 detainees were
released in Freetownand Kenema. Almost300
detainees, includingmore than 1o children, however,
remained held at the end of the year. Detainees were
denied visits from their families and the UNAMSIL
humanrights section was not granted access to
detainees inFreetown until September

&3 Abdul Kouyateh, publisher of Wisdom
Publications, was arrested in Freetown in May after
publication of an article about the alleged use of
mercenariesbythegovernmentandwasheld without
charge until October.

Intergovernmental organizations
Thecrisis precipitated in May forced the international
community, inparticular the UN, the Organization of
African Unity (OAU) and ECOWAS, to reassess the
viability of the peace agreement and the performance
of UNAMSIL, the largest UN peace-keeping operation.

Although the UN Secretary-General recommended
anincrease in UNAMSIL troops torespond to
continuing instability, meeting the existing
complement of 13,000 agreed by the UN Security
Council in May was hindered by withdrawal of Indian
and Jordamanforceslaterin theyearand reluctance by
many countries to contribute troops

The UNAMSILforce had a mandate to protect
civilians under imminent threat of physical violence,
within its capabilities and areas of deployment. Al
calledforall civilians to be protected at all times,
including by deployment of UNAMSILtroopsinareas
where civilians were at greatestrisk. It appeared,
however, that on several occasions, for example in
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Kabala in June and along major roads, they failed to
protect civilians from attack.

The UNAMSIL human rights section continued to
report abuses and promote protection of human rights,
including by providing human rights training for police
and prisonofficersand UNAMSILtroops. With the
Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights,
1t contrtbuted towards establishinga Truth and
Reconciliation Commission and a National Human
Rights Commission, both provided by the peace
agreement

In October a UN Security Council delegation visited
SierraLeone and recommended that, while maintaining
military pressure, priority be givento dialogue with RUF
leaders. It also recommended development of a
comprehensive and coordinated strategy for Sierra
Leone. The UN Secretary-General visited Sierra Leone in
early December to assess the peace-keepingoperation

Impunity

The peace agreement had provided a general amnesty
for all acts undertaken in pursuit of the conflict but its
collapse forced reconsiderationof this provision. In
June the government requested UN assistance to
establish a special courttotryleadingRUF members

Al and other human rights organizations insisted that
trials focus on those most responsible for grave human
rights abuses, whether members of the RUF, AFRC,
Sierra Leone Army or CDF, and regardless of current
political position or affiliation.

In August the UN Security Council decidedto
establish a Special CourtforSierraleone to prosecute
those most responsible for crimes against humanity,
war crimes and other serious violations of
international humanitarian law. Commenting on the
Special Court's draft Statute in November, Al called for
the Court to have jurisdiction over crimes committed
since the conflictbeganin 199t rather than, as
proposed, from November 1996; forany recruitment of
children under the age of 15years, whether forced or
voluntary, to be defined as a crime; and for adequate
and sustained funding for the Court.

Since the Court would only try a limited number of
cases, Al stressed that its establishment must provide
long-term benefits to the national judicial system,
which had to be rebuilt and strengthened in order
eventually to assume responsibility for trying
perpetrators of human rights abuses.

Military assistance to rebel forces
The governments of Liberia and Burkina Faso were
consistently cited as violating a UN arms embargo on
rebel forces. They were accused of transferring arms
and ammunition through their territories and trading
diamonds fromrebel-held areas. The Liberian
government came under growing diplomatic pressure
to end its support for the RUF

International attention focused increasingly on
“conflictdtamonds”. In July the UN Security Council
imposedan 18-month prohibition on direct or indirect
importofroughdiamonds fromSierra Leone, other
than those certified by the government. The
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international diamond industry introduced measures
towards regulating trade.

A UN Panel of Experts was established in August to
investigate the link between the diamond trade and the
conflictin SierraLeone, including the implication of the
governments of Liberia and BurkinaFaso. It published a
reportinDecember which unequivocally established
the involvement of both governments by means of
international networks of arms and diamond brokers,
dealers and transporters based in many countries. It
made recommendations f or effective implementation
of the bans on illicit diamond trading and arms
transfers.

Al public statements, selected country reports

and visits

Reports and statements

« Sierra Leone: United Nations Secunty Council must
ensure the protection of civilians (Al Index: AFR
51/015/2000)

« Sierra Leone: Rape and other forms of sexual violence
against girls and women (Al Index: AFR
51/035/2000)

« Sierra Leone: Amnesty International calls for fast and
effective action on diamonds (Al Index: AFR
51/054/2000)

« Sierra Leone: Ending impunity — an opportunity notto
be missed (Al Index: AFR 51 7060 /2000)

« Sierra Leone: Childhood —a casualty of conflict (Al
Index: AFR 51/069/2000)

« Sierra Leone: Recommendations on the draft Statute of
the Special Court (Al index: AFR 51 /083/2000)

« Sierra Leone: UN investigation exposes continuing
trade in arms and diamonds(Al Index: AFR
51/086/2000)

Visits

Al delegatesvisited Sierra Leone in March, May, June and

July. They met President Ahmad Tejan Kabbah and

members ofthe government, RUF leader Foday Sankoh

and UN officials, as well as members of non-
governmental organizations and victims of human rights
abuses. Research was undertaken in Freetown and

Northern and Eastern Provinces.
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SINGAPORE

REPUBLIC OF SINGAPORE

Head of state: SR. Nathan

Head of government: Goh ChokTong

Capital: Singapore City

Population: 3.1 million

Official languages: Chinese, Malay, Tamil, English
Deathpenalty:retentionist

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol to the UN Children'sCorivention on the involve-
mentofchildren in armed conflict

Freedom of expression continued to be curbed by an
array of restrictive legislation and by the effects of
civil defamation suits against political opponents. At
least 29 Jehovah's Witnesses were imprisoned during
theyear. Deathsentencescontinued to beimposed
and 21 people were executed. Criminal offenders,
including juveniles, were sentenced to caning.

Background

The ruling People’s Action Party (PAP), inpowersince
1959, continued to dominate the political scene, with 8o
out of 83 electedseatsin parliament. In May parliament
passed the Political Donations Act, which sets tight
limitson anonymous donations to political parties and
prohibits civil society organizations from receiving
foreign funding. Opposition leaders criticized the new
legislation, saying 1t would make it more difficult for
Singapore’s small opposition parties to raise funds.
They alsoexpressedfears that the activities of non-
governmental organizations would be adversely affected

Restrictions on freedom of expression and
assembly
Although no new civil defamation suits were filed by
government leaders, this practice continuedto be
misused to curb the right to freedom of expression and
the right of political opponents to participate freely in
publiclife. An array of restrictive legislation also
remainedin place, underminingthe rightsto freedom
of expressionand assembly

In May police refused to 1ssue apermit fora public
forumon homosexuality, claiming it would be contrary
to the public interest. Under Singapore’s Penal Code,
homosexual acts between consenting adults may incur
lengthy prison terms. [n recent years the authorities
have also denied a gay and lesbian support group
permission toregister under the Societies Act

In September, as part of an apparent attempt to
encourage public debate onissues of national concern,
the authorities allowed the creation of a new open-air
forum, known as the "Speakers’ Corner”. Opposition
leaders voiced their scepticism about the "Speakers’
Corner”, reiteratingconcerns that there could be no
true freedom of speech without reform of restrictive
laws such as the Internal Security Act, which allows for
indefinite detention without trial. In December, police
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refused to issue a permit to the organizers of a
marathon run to commemorate international human
rights day

Civil defamation suits

J.B.Jeyaretnam, the 74-year-old leader of the
opposition Workers' Party, continued to face
bankruptcy and the loss of his parliamentary seat. One
set of proceedings stemmed from a defamation
payment awardedagainsthim, as the editor of the
Workers' Party newsletter, for allegedly defaming a PAP
parliamentarian and nine other members of the ethnic
Tamil community in an article written by a colleague in
1995. [n October, eightof the plaintiffs lodged a
bankruptcy petition against J.B. Jeyaretnam, but later
agreed toacceptpaymentof the defamationaward in
instalments.

In December, in aseparatecase, acourtawarded
over 66,000 Singapore dollars (approximately
US438,000) to J.B. Jeyaretnamafter ruling in his favour
against a lawyer who had failed to pay costs previously
awarded against him. Immediately following this, the
Minister of Foreign Affairs and four others, including
threePAPparliamentarians, applied to thecourts to
seize the 66,000 Singapore dollars awarded to ].B.
Jeyaretnam on the grounds thata 1996 defamation
award against the Central Council of the Workers'Party
had notbeen paidin full. There wereconcernsthat the
nming of this application appeared designed to prevent
).B. Jeyaretnam from paying further instalments of
damagesin the Workers' Party newsletter case, thereby
bankrupting him

Conscientious objectors

At least 29 conscientious objectors to military service
were imprisoned during the year. All were members of
the banned Jehovah’s Witnesses religious group There
was no alternative civilian service for conscientious
objectors to military service

Death penalty

The death penalty was mandatory for drug trafficking,
murder, treason and certainfirearmsoffences. At least
fivedeath sentences were reportedly passed during the
year and 21 people were executed by hanging, 17 of
whom had beenconvicted of drugtrafficking. Inreply
toaparliamentary question, the Minister of Home
Affairs revealed that 340 people were executed
between 199t and 2000, giving Singapore possibly one
of the highest execution rates in the world, relative to
its population. Thiswas thefirsttime special
government statistics relating to the use of the death
penalty had been made available.

Cruel judicial punishment

Caning, which constitutes cruel, inhuman or degrading
punishment, remained mandatory for some 30 crimes,
including attempted murder, rape, armed robbery, drug
trafficking, illegal immigration offences and vandalism.
Drug addicts alsofaceda mandatory caning sentence
and imprisonment:f they had been admitted more than
twice to a drug rehabilitation centre.
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SLOVAKIA

SLOVAK REPUBLIC

Head of state: Rudolf Schuster

Head of government: Mikula3 Dzunnda
Capital: Bratislava

Population: 5.4 million

Official language: Slovak

Death penalty:abolitionistforali crimes

2000 treaty ratifications/ signatures: Optional
Protocol to the UN Women's Convention

There were reports of ill treatmentof Roma by police
officers, and of the authorities failing to protect
Roma from violence by skinhead gangs.
Conscientious objectors to military service faced
imprisonment.

Violence against Roma

Roma continued toface poverty, social discrimination
andracistviolence. Forexample, in Marchresidents of
Hlohovec town collected signatures to oppose plans by
municipal authorities to move Romainto a house in a
predominantly non-Romani neighbourhood. In August
Vitazoslav Mori¢, amember of the National Council
(parliament), stated 1n a radio broadcast that
reservations for Roma should beestablished. In
September the National Council stripped Vitazoslav
Méri¢ of his immunity from prosecution, allowing him
tobe charged with incitement toracial hatred, butno
charges had been broughtbytheend of 2000

3 In August, three men broke into a home in Zilina
and beat Anastazia Balazova and herdaughters with
baseball bats. Anastazia Balazova, mother of eight, died
three days later. Twoof her children were treated for
injuries. Prime Minister Dzurinda promised to ensure
"that this criminal act is investigated as soon as
possible” In October the police charged four suspects
with crimes including racially motivated infliction of
bodily harm, resulting in death.

&3 InApril agroupof around i5 skinheadsattacked
three Roma in Poprad, hitting one on the head with an
ironbar Two police officers who arrived at thescene
physically assaulted Romani witnesses of the skinhead
attack. After another police patrol arrived, Emil Mirga
and his sons Robert, Maro$ and Milan were taken into
custody forallegedly assaulting the police. All four
werereportedly beatenn the police station. Another
man, Lubomir $ari3sky, had been shot and killed in the
same police station in August 1999. The police officer
responsible for that shooting was sentenced in October
toasuspended one-year prison sentence.

Violent police raids

Therewere furtherreports of violent police raids on
entire Romani communities, ostensibly inorder to
arrestcriminal suspects.

&3 In September, in the Romani neighbourhood of
Plavecky Stvrtok, masked police officers broke into
houses and reportedly beat and kicked women,
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children and men. The police were allegedly looking for
three Romani men. NadeZda Huberova was awoken by
seven masked officers who kicked open the door of her
house. Her 10-year-old daughter reportedly suffered an
epileptic fit when they pushed her out of her bed.

International organizations

fn August, the UN Committee on the Elimination of
Racial Discrimination expressed concern at the
"persistence of acts of violence by groups, particularly
skinheads, directed towards Roma and other ethnic
minorities”. The Committee recommended that
Slovakia should strengthen procedures for timely and
thorough investigations and effective prosecutions
againstracistorganizations.

In June the Council of Europe’s European
Commission against Racism and Intolerance published
areportdetailing problems facing the Romani
community in Slovakia. Thereporthighlighted racial
violence and harassment and the apparent lack of
policeresponseto such incidents.

Conscientious objection

InJuly an amended Law on Civilian Service came into
force which obliges the military authorities to inform
recruits about their right to apply for alternative
service. Al expressed concern about the time limits that
wereretained in the amended law, which effectively
disqualify people who develop a conscientious
objection to military service after being conscripted.

Al country report

« Slovakia: Conscientious objector Milan Kobolka —a
possible prisorier of conscience (Al Index: EUR
71/001/2000)
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SLOVENIA

REPUBLICOFSLOVENIA

Head of state: Milan Ku¢an

Head ofgovernment:Andre} Bajuk

Capital: Ljubljana

Population: 1.99 miliion

Official language: Slovenian

Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol tothe UN Children’s Convention on the
involvement of children in armed conflict

There were reports of ill-treatment and excessive use
of force by police officers. Conditions in reception
centres for refugees and asylum-seekers were
inadequate and in at least one case reportedly
amounted todegrading treatment.

[nMay the UN Committeeagainst Torture reviewed
Slovenia's initial report on its implementation of the
Convention against Torture. [n its Conclusions and
Recommendations, the Committee expressed concern
that the present Slovenian Criminal Code, adopted in
1994, does not include torture as a criminal offence.
Slovenia's report argued that crimes within the
Convention's definition of torture — specifically the
infliction of aggravated and serious bodily harm and the
abuse of power by state officials — were incorporated in
the Criminal Code. However, the Committeestated that
the Convention definition of torture was more
comprehensive than merely inflicting bodily harm and
that failure toinclude torture as defined by the
Convention in criminal lawledtopeopleguilty of torture
not being appropriately punished, The Committee was
also concerned about allegationsof police ill-treatment
and use of excessive force against people in custody, in
particular members of the Romani community. In
addition, Slovenian legislation on thetreatmentof aliens
allowed, under certaincircumstances, for the expulsion
of people to countries wherethey could be at risk of
torture, which constitutes a breach of the Convention.

InNovember the European Court of Human Rights
found that Slovenia had breachedseveral provisions of
the European Convention on Human Rights in the case
of ErnstRehbock, a German national who hadbeenill-
treatedby Slovenian police in September 1995. The
Court concluded that the arresting officers had used
unwarranted force, as a result of which Ernst Rehbock
had his jaw broken and sustained further injuries. In
addition, hisright to have the legality of hisdetention
reviewed promptly hadbeenviolated asittook local
courtsseveral months to decide on his complaint
against his detention.

Reports of ill-treatment by police officers increased
from late 1999 onwards. Police officers resorted to
excessive force in several instancesagainstyoung
peopleand children.
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3 Duringthenightof 21 to22April, 16-year-old Goran
Razgorsek wasreportedly beaten by police in the town
ofSloven) Gradec. Goran Razgorsek lefta local
discotheque around midnight with some friends and
thenfound that his motor cycle had a flat tyre. While he
was calling his parents on his mobile phone, two
passing police officers accused him and hus friends of
making a noise and of having damageda trafficsign
They thenordered Goran Razgorsek to come with them
to the police station. One officer reportedly grabbed his
arm, twistedit behund his back, punched him in the
chestand threw him on the ground. While he was lying
on the ground, Goran Razgoriek was reportedly kicked
in the back and stomach by both police officers, one of
whomalsokicked him on the head. He was taken to the
police station in Slovenj Gradec, along with three
friends who were released after questioning. Goran
Razgorsek wasrefused permission to call his parents or
alawyerand, after being questioned, waslockedin a
cell. Afteran hour in the cell he becamedizzy and
vomited some blood. His parents were finally informed
about his whereabouts and came to pick him up around
2am, Anexamination by the Sloven) Gradec hospital
revealedbruising to his chestandback, a tear in his left
ear lobe, bruisingand swelling on his cheekbone, and a
bump on his temple. Goran Razgorsek's parentsfileda
complaint with the Ministry for Interior Affairsin
Lyubljana which wasreferred back tothe Sloven;j
Gradec police station, which replied that since the
complaint had not been sent to them within the legally
requiredperiod it could not be takeninto
consideration. However, the complaint was forwarded
to the district public prosecutor.
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SOLOMON
ISLANDS

SOLOMON ISLANDS

Head of state: Queen Elizabeth |1, represented by John
Ini Lapli

Head of government: Manasseh Sogavare (replaced
Bartholomew Ulufa'alu in June)

Capital: Honiara

Population: 0.4 million

Officiallanguages: Solomon islands Pidgin, English
Death penalty: abolitionistfor all cnmes

The conflict between rival armed political groups —
the Malaita Eagle Force (MEF) and the Isatabu
Freedom Movement (IFM) — continued on the
country’s main island, Guadalcanal. 8oth sides
committed human rights abuses against the civilian
population. Scores ofcivilians, including women,
children and other noncombatants, were abducted,
ill-treated, raped and killed; these abuses were
attributed to the MEF, the IFM or splintergroups.
Thousands of villagers wereinternally displaced and
deprived of medical assistance and relief supplies
during an MEF blockade. The blockade was lifted
following the signing of a peace accord in October.

Armed conflict and coup
The MEF emerged as the main armed political group
representing the interests of settlers on Guadalcanal
1sland. Thesettlers, from Malaitaprovince, had been
displacedin 1999 following attacks by the [FM. The MEF
declared 1twas using military force to put pressure on
the government to provide compensation for loss of life
and property in Malaita during previous attacks by
thelFM

In June Malaitan paramilitary police officersleda
coup and joined forces with the MEF They raided the
marn policearmoury, took Prime Minister Bartholomew
Ulufa'alu hostage and forced him to resign. Opposition
leader Manasseh Sogavare was elected as the new
Prime Minister after the MEF leaderthreatened "all out
war" unless parliamentelected anew Prime Minister

Following the coup, acts of intimidation and reprisals
against civilians by both groups escalated. The MEF
used captured police weapons to launch a series of
majorassaults against IFM positions; hundreds of
homes in rural areas were destroyed. Perpetrators of
human rights abuses continued toenjoy impunity anda
climate of lawlessness prevailed on Guadalcanal and
Malaita

Peace talks

South Pacific government ministersand UN
disarmament experts visited the country, but their
reports werenot made public. Aseries of peace talks
and a cease-fire signed in August failed to halt
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hostilities, but growing pressure from civil society and
businessgroups led to apeaceagreement, signed on 15
October in Townsville, Australia, by members of the
MEF, the IFMandthegovernment. National and
international efforts were made to implement the
agreement's priority provisions, including thearrival of
unarmed peace monitors from countries in theregion
The peace agreement providedfor,among other
measures, the rehabilitation of members of armed
groups, a general amnesty for all parties to the conflict,
reform of the police and the reintegrationinto the
police force of officers who had joined the MEF or IFM.
The agreementmade no provisionforan investigation
into human rightsviolations and abuses.

Killings

Dozens of civillansand other non-combatants were
killed; the deaths were attributed to the MEF, the IFM or
splinter groups. Both parties to the conflict failed to
respect the principles of international humanitarian
law, whichregulate the conduct of armed conflict and
protectcivilians. Following the coup, MEF fighters
indiscriminately shelled villages east of Honiara froma
police patrol boat. Displaced civitians in the Marau
Sound werereportedly targeted by both the MEF and
thelFM

3 InMaytheMEF was linked tothemurder ofa
Guadalcaneseman whose headless body was leftin
Honiara central market, witha note linking the murder
to ongoing peace talks. His death triggered the
apparently revenge killing of a Malaitan man two days
later. His severed head was reportedly displayed at an
IFM roadblock.

i In July gunmen suspected of belonging to the MEF
shotdeadtwo wounded IFM members as they lay in
their beds in a surgical ward in thecapital’s Central
Hospital. Days later gunmen in MEF and paramilitary
police uniformsattacked a rural medical centre on
Guadalcanal and opened fire on staff and patients as
they tried to flee, killing an old man and a teenage boy.

Both the MEF and the IFM repone!ly tortured or ill-

treated suspected members of armed political groups.
Some captives were believed to have died as a result of
torture, or to have been subsequently killed. Malaitans
abducted by the [FMwerereportedly beatenatan IFM
camp where torture was reported to have been routine
Suspected Guadalcanesemilitants and civilians were
reportedly tortured or ill-treated in MEF camps on the
outskirts of Honiara and in the former Guadalcanal
provincial government offices, temporarily the MEF
"headquarters”.

&3 In April the MEF reportedly abducted a
Guadalcanese man who was later seen at an MEF camp,
suspended by wire tied to his hands and ankles,
bleeding and bearing the marks of severebeatings. His
body was found several days after his abductionina
suburb of Honiara

In June two Malaitan men were captured by the
IFM and then tortured by an IFM splinter group
notorious for its use of violence. They were reported to
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havebeen paradedthrough villages with visible injuries
before beingkilled and buried. In whatappearedto be a
reprisal attack, two Guadalcanese men — John Bosco,
an 18-year-old student in a Catholic college who had
been evacuated to the capital to escape the fighting,
and Walter Tavai — were abducted by MEF members in
early July. John Bosco was reportedly beaten atan MEF
camp beforebeingkilled and secretly buried According
to eyewitnesses, WalterTavai was beaten unconscious
and subsequently died of his injuries.

Other concerns

Hostage-taking

Allan Kemakeza, the brother of the Deputy Prime
Minister, was held hostage by the IFM (Western
Command) for 10 days in August. An IFM splinter group
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SOMALIA

Head of state: Abdigasim Salad Hassan; Head of
Somaliland Republic: Mohamed Ibrahim Egal; Head of
Puntland Regional State: Abdultahi Yusuf Ahmed
Head oftransitional government: Ali Khalif Gelayadh
Capital: Mogadishu

Population: 6.9 million

Official language: Somali

Deathpenalty: retentionist

After having no central government since 1991, the

hijacked a Solomon Airlines aircraft in September and

collapsed state of Somalia gained a transitional

held the pilot hostage for two and a half weeks.

Peace activists and journalists

Academics and other members of civil society who tried
toengage in public debate aboutpeace talkswere
threatened and attacked.

&3 The family of Matthew Wale, a peace activist. was
robbed and his relatives were beaten by gunmen linked
tothe MEF.

3 Severallocal journalists and their families were
threatened by the MEF for their reports on the conflict

Displaced people

Between 7,000 and 10,000 people fled their homes in
rural Guadalcanal during the year, following threats,
abductions, looting and burning of their property by
armed political groups. Humanitarian aid for those
displaced by the conflict was intermittent. MEF
blockades prevented essential supplies reaching
Guadalcanese islanders. MEF and IFM members were
reported to have beaten, threatened and harassed
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) staff,
medical professionals and clerical and lay workers
trying to carry out humanitarian work or perform their
religious dutiesamongdisplaced people. The leader of
theICRC delegation sustained head injurieswhenhe
was attacked by an ethnic Malaitan gunman.

Al country report

« Solomon Islands: A forgotten conflict (Al Index: ASA
43/005/2000)
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government in July, which started towork for control
ofthe south of the country. Outbreaks of fighting in
the southbetween armed clan-based militias linked
to political factions were frequent throughout 2000.
There was no central judicial or police system,
leaving Islamic courts, which did not follow
international standards of fair trial, as the only
courts in the south. They condemned several
prisoners to death and theirmilitiasexecuted them.
Scores of civilians were killed in inter<lan fighting.
Human rights abuses also included kidnappings
(often forransom) of civilians and humanitarian
agency staff. Prisoners of conscience wereheld in
Somaliland and Puntland forattending or
supportinga Somali peace conference in Djibouti,
and their trials failed to meet international fair trial
standards.

Background

Peace conference and formation of transitional
central government

Somalia has had no central government since the state
collapsed in 1991. Twelve previous peace conferencesin
the pastdecade hadfailedtoresolve the conflict.

In 2000, amajornew peace and reconciliation
conference was held in Arta, Djibouti, supported by the
UN and other donors and intergovernmental
organizations including the European Unionand Arab
League. Theconference metbetween May and August
with over 2,000 delegates from Somalia and the
worldwide Somali diaspora. Delegates included clan
elders, leaders of most of the armed and unarmed
political factions, and representatives of civil society
including human rights groups, women and minorities
Notable absenteesopposingthe conferencewere the
self-proclaimed governments of Somaliland and
Puntland and four "war-lords” heading armed factions
in Mogadishu.

in July the conferenceagreed on the formation of a
transitional national assembly. which in August elected
Abdiqasim Salad Hassan, an exile and former Somalia
government Minister of the Interior, as President for
three years. The assembly comprised 245 members, 44
from each of the four major clans, with 25 seats for
women and 24 for the minonties, leaving 20 members to
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beappointed later bythe President of Djibouti. In
October President Abdigasim Salad Hassan appointed a
Prime Minister, who formed an interim government
based in Mogadishu. It faced opposition from the
governments of Somaliland and Puntland, Hussein
Mohamed Aideed's Somali National Alliance faction,
and other factions which controlled parts of Mogadishu
and the south. There were promises of substantially
increased international aid and support. The new
President made acommitment toprotecthuman rights.
He began toforma new national army and police force,
to demobilize faction militias, and to seek international
recognition as well as support among Somalis for the
peace process and for the transitional government
Somaliland and Puntland
The Somaliland Republic in the northwest continued to
seek international recognition. In February its
parliament declared that attendance at the peace
conference or participation in any resulting
transitional government constituted treason.
Somaliland continued to consolidate its institutions of
government and economic reconstruction, although
adherence by courtsto international fair trial
standards was weak. In early 2000 the Somaliland
authorities arrested some Ethiopianand Eritrean
refugees, deporting some and raising fears of forcible
return of peopleat risk of humanrightsviolations.
ThePuntlandRegionalState accepted thatit could be
part of a federal unitary Somali state in the future, but
its government boycotted the peace conference,
repressing any local support for it. A constitution was
drafted for a proposed Puntland constitutional
conferencein 2001

Civilian victims of armed conflict
Throughout 2000 there were periodic outbreaks of
fightingbetweenclan or faction militias in the south,
involving killings of civilians as well as combatants.
Weaponswere easily available. The greatestareas of
tension — the UN-designated "zones of conflict” — were
in the Kismayu area, in Mogadishu where different
clan-based factions controlled territory, in the Bay and
Bakol region and Lower Shebelle where the Rahanwein
Resistance Army had Ethiopian army support against
Hussein Mohamed Aideed's forces, and in Gedoregion
bordering Ethiopia which was contested between
Ethiopian troops, Islamist militias and local clan forces.
There were killings and reprisal killings of clan
opponents, expulsions of members of otherclans,
casesof kidnapping as well as acknowledged detention,
andtortureor ill-treatment of prisoners. Women and
the minorities were particularly vulnerable to abuses
including rape, killing and theft of land and property.
The minorities at risk, who had suffered most from
militia attacks in the civil wars and social
discrimination, included urban coastal peoples
(Benadiri or Rer Hamar), Bantu agriculturalists
frequently subjected to forced labour, artisan groups
(Midgan, Tumal, Yibir) and fishing people (Bajuni).
In June, six unarmed Bantu people were killed by
clan gunmen in a land dispute near Jowhar in central
Somalia
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Attacks on humanitarian personnel

In February the Somalia Aid Coordination Body
complained of increasingattacks on aid staff, premises
and relief convoys, and theft of humanitarian supplies.
The UN Security Council in June condemnedattacks on
civilians and humanitarian personnel. In july, two
international staff of Action against Hunger were
abducted in Mogadishu and held by faction-related
gunmen for almost two months.

Freedom of expression

Freedom of expression was very limited, with little
tolerance by government authorities or armed factions
for criticism by individuals or the media. Political
entities in the south included political factions, mostly
witharmed militias, and unarmedgroups including
community-based organizations. Human rights groups
such as the Dr Ismail Center for Human Rights, and
community groups such as members of the Peace and
Human Rights Network in Mogadishu, pressed the
factions to observe human rights.

Therewere no political parties allowed in Somaliland
or Puntland. In Somaliland there wereseveral cases of
peopleimprisoned as prisoners of conscience during
2000 onaccountof their peaceful opinions or beliefs,
including Abdigadir Awil Nur, detained inmid-2000 for
converting to Christianity. In June the Somaliland
parliament passed a law allowing the formation of
three political parties to contest elections planned
for 2001
Peace conference supporters
In several areas there were clashes between supporters
and opponents of the Djibouti peace conference. There
wereviolent confrontations in Mogadishu. In
Somaliland and Puntland the authorities arrested
people returning from the conference. InJuly the UN
Independent Expert on Human Rights in Somalia
appealed to the Somaliland and Puntland authorities to
stopharassing peace conference supporters. Tensions
and threats of violence persisted after the inauguration
of the new government. In late 2000 a former army
general supervising demobilization of militiasand a
member of the transitional assembly wereassassinated
in Mogadishu.

3 InSomaliland, policearrested AbdirahmanOsman
AlininMarchinHargeisafor attending the peace
conference preparatory meeting. He was released by a
courtafter three months.

&3 Garad Abshir Salad, a member of the transitional
assembly and also of the Puntland parliament, was
arrestedin September inBerberawhile in transit from
Puntland. He was jailed for seven years by a court after
abrief, unfair trial. President Egal ordered his pardon
and release three weeks later.

Several other dissident Somalilanders, includinga
Garhajis clan leader, werearrested later in 2000 on the
same grounds. They were freed without charge after
short periods and President Egal subsequently
announced that in future no one would bearrestedfor
supportingthe peace conference.

in Puntland, demonstrations in April in support of
the peace conference were attacked by police who
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briefly detained demonstrators, and there were several
reported deaths. A Djiboutian television reporter was
briefly detained in November on account of his
reporting of the peace process.

Journalists arrested

Journalists in Mogadishu were frequently at risk of
violence by faction militias. A new Press Law in
Puntland imposed restrictions on media freedom.

&3 InMarch, Mohamed Ali Salad of Oarannewspaper
was abducted and beaten by gunmen in Mogadishuon
account of an article criticizing business leaders for
causing environmental degradation.

&3 InPuntland, Mohamed Abdulkadir Ahmed of Sahan
newspaper was arrested in Bossaso in July for
criticizing the official boycott of the peace conference.

Absence of rule of law

There was no central system of administration of
justice in the south. In an increasing number of areas,
local Islamic courts with their own militias were set up
and partially accepted as ameans of establishing
security and justice, in addition to informal traditional
clanmechanisms for conflict resolution. However, they
didnot follow recognized standards of fair trial and
Jjudicial competence. These courts imposed several
death sentences, which were immediately carried out,
and floggings. No amputations were reported

during 2000.

3 In April an Islamic court near Merca in Lower
Shebelle region reportedly convicteda woman of a
morality offence and sentenced her to death by
stoning, but the execution was suspended as she was
pregnant.

In Somaliland and Puntland there were emergent
judicial administrations and police forces, but with
inconsistentrespect for legal rights. Human rights
defenders in Somaliland criticizedarbitrary detentions,
unfair trials, poor prison conditions and cases of
torture and unlawful killing by police.

Impunity

In no part of the former state werepublicofficials
known to have been prosecuted for human rights
violations, past or present. Several held new public
office, includingsomeprominent alleged war criminals
of the former Siad Barre government (1969-1991) who
were nominated by their clans to the transitional
national assembly.
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SOUTH AFRICA

REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

Head of state and government: Thabo Mbeki

Capital: Pretoria

Population: 40.3 million

Official languages: Afrikaans, English, Ndebele, Pedi,
Sotho, Swazi, Tsonga, Tswana, Venda, Xhosa, Zulu

Death penalty: abolitionistforall crimes

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Rome Statute of
the International Criminal Court; African Charter on the
Rights and Welfare of the Child

There were reports of ill-treatment, torture and
unjustified use of lethal force by police and security
forces. Asylum-seekers and suspectedillegal
immigrantswere also victims of official ill-treatment
or racially motivated attacks. Furtherevidence
emerged about past human rights violations during
trial proceedings againstthe former head ofthe
Chemical and Biological Warfare program and in
hearings held by the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission'sAmnestyCommittee. Human rights
defenders wereharassed and attacked because of
their work.

Background

Local government elections wereheld nationally in
December. They were largely peacefuland the ruling
AfricanNational Congress (ANC) won an overall
majority of votes. However, in several provinces there
were incidents of violence, including in KwaZulu Natal
where anumberofelection candidates werekilled or
injured in the run-up to the elections.

Continuing official and public concernat levels of
violent crime, large-scale circulation of illegal weapons
and a spate of bombings in the CapeTownarea led toa
number of high profile joint military and police security
operations in different parts of the country.
Investigators from the Office of the National Director of
Public Prosecutions and the police arrestedand
charged anumber of members of People Against
Gangsterism and Drugs (PAGAD) in connection with
killings and other violence in the Cape Townarea In
Octoberinvestigators seizedfromthe South African
Broadcasting Corporation and other media
organizations film footage which was then apparently
used as a basis for arresting three PAGAD members in
connectionwiththe public killing of gang leader
Rashaad Staggie in 1996. Two prosecution witnesses
were killed in December.

The South African Law Commission issued an interim
reportona proposed anti-terrorism bill, which
contained provisionsfor prolonged detention without
charge for interrogation of individuals believed to have
information on terrorist acts.

The government and the statutory Human Rights
Commission held a number of hearings and a national
conference examining patterns of racismin the
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country, preparatory to the UN World Conference
against Racism in 2001. The Human Rights Commission
also held hearingsinto alleged racist practices in media
institutions.

The Constitutional Courtin September upheld the
appeal by an applicant refused employment by South
African Airways because of his H1V status. In its ruling
the Court drew attention to the stigmaattached to the
tliness and the importance of ensuring that those living
with it enjoy special protectionfromthe law.

Human rights whelat by Bk security forces
There were reports of torture, ill-treatment and
unjustified use of lethal force by the security forces,
including military units based in KwaZulu Natal
province, primarily in the context of crime
investigation and searches for illegal weapons.
Incidents included the cases below.

&3 In April, police tied 16-year-old Siphiwo Zide and
another youngster suspected of involvement ina
robbery with ropes to a police vehicle which was then
drivenaway. Siphiwo Zide died when his head was
crushed undera wheel. InSeptember, three Barkley
East police officers were charged with offences
including culpable homicide and assault with intent to
do grievous bodily harm, following an investigation by
the statutory oversight body, the Independent
Complaints Directorate (ICD).

[n June, 16-year-old Simon Khubekawasarrested
without warrant by a police officer investigating animal
stock theft. While in custody at Villiers police station he
was allegedly assaulted and verbally abused by
another, white, officer who forced him to maintain
painful physical posturesforprolonged periods and
repeatedly punched him and banged his head against a
wall. Following hisrelease without charge Simon
Khubekarequired hospital treatment.

3 In July a woman police officer, Sergeant Nozipho
Ntoni, wasbeaten, kicked, stamped on and threatened
with a gun in her home by a senior police officer from
Bisho police station in the Eastern Cape, with whom she
was involved in a personal relationship. Bleeding from
her injuries, she attempted to lay a charge against him
atthe police station, butwas again assaulted by the
sameofficer inthe presence of other, junior-ranking,
officers. The next day she reported the case to King
William's Town police station whose officers attempted
toarrest the perpetrator but were prevented by hts
brother, alsoasenior police officer. Following ICD
investigations, the perpetrator wasarrestedand
charged with assault with intent to do grievous
bodily harm.

3 Six soldiers and a Police Reservist were chargedin
amagistrates’court with murder in connection with the
death of 33-year-old Basil Jaca at Flaxton Farm, near
Ixopo. They wereaccused of beating Basil Jacaat his
home on 1 July and assaulting him by repeatedly
pushingarifle into his anus, while demanding to know
the whereabouts of a gun. The doctor who later
examined him failed torefer him to hospital although
Basil Jacawas bleeding, ingreatpain and barely able to
walk. Hedied on2)uly.
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3 Fourpolice officers were charged with murder and
released on bail in connection with the suspected
extrajudicial execution of an ANC parliamentarian,
Bheki Mhkize, in July. He was shot dead when about a
dozenmembers of the Public Order Police Unit based at
Ulundi in KwaZulu Natal raided his home, apparently
searchingfor weapons. Independent forensicand other
evidence gathered by the ICD indicated that he was

shot intentionally at close range by the police.

Impunity
The trial of the former head of the Chemical and
Biological Warfare program, Dr WouterBasson, for
murder and attempted murder of opponents of the
apartheidgovernment, and on othercharges, continued
in the Pretoria High Court. The Court heard evidence
from prosecution witnesses of covertoperations to
eliminate identifled enemies of the state, and of the
killing of members of the security forces who threatened
toexpose these operations. Witnesses testified about
their involvement in the "dumping” of bodies or of semi-
comatose individuals from aircraft into the seas. The
victims included imprisoned members of the South West
Africa People’s Organization (SWAPO). Some of the
victims were allegedly injected with toxic chemicals by
orunder the instruction of the accused and others,
including military doctors. Otherwitnesses told the
Court of their involvement, as members of clandestine
army units, in attempted killings of government
opponents in the 1980s.
Truth and Reconciliation Commission
The Amnesty Commuttee of the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission (TRC) continuedits hearingson
applicationsforamnesties. Cases considered included
applications from former police commissioner Johan
vander Merwe and former Vlakplaas security police
commander Eugenede Kock for the raid in December
1985 into Lesotho which led to the killing of six ANC
membersand three Lesotho nationals; from former
security police officers for the death indetentionin 1982
of trade unionist Neil Aggett; and from members of a
covert military unitfor theattempted murder of
government opponents, includinga current
government mirister, Dullah Omar, during the 1980s.

The Committee granted amnesty to, among others,
former Azanian People’s Liberation Army commander
Phila Dolo, who admitted to ordering an attack which
resultedin the deaths of three white civilians travelling
inavehicleinMarchigg3. The decision to grant
amnesty to former security police member Craig
Williamson and explosives expert Jerry Raven, for the
killings of exiled apartheid government opponents
Ruth First and Jeanette Schoon and six-year-old Katryn
Schoon in the early 198os, was challenged by surviving
family members. They lodged an appeal for judicial
review of thedecision on the grounds that the
applicants failed to make full disclosure and meet other
requirements of the law, in addition to their failure to
show any remorse for the deaths they caused.

In September the Minister of Justice, Penuell
Maduna, stated that the government would finalize by
the end of 2000 its policy on reparations for the
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thousands of people whom the TRC had declared in
1998 to be eligible for compensation. The government's
apparent reluctance totmplement the TRC's
recommendations led to public conflict with the TRC
and protests by victim support groups.

Human rights defenders

Human rights lawyers and members of investigation
bodies weresubjectedto physical attack, death threats
orotherforms of harassment as a consequence of

their work.

3 In July an ICD investigator, Velaphi Kwela, was
killed on his way to carry out an arvest. He was shot
seven times and thrown out of his vehicle. The vehicle
and the investigationdockets he had withhimwerenot
recovered.

&3 Two police officers were acquitted by a
magstrates’ court of perjury and of attempting to
defeat the course of justice in connection with
investigations into the 1998 Richmond tavern
massacre. Two of their lawyers were subjected to death
threatsand damageto their property during the course
of the trial. The trial proceedings and the court's ruling
revealed evidence of possible complicity of National
Intelligenceagentsin killings in theRichmondarea,
and conflicts between police, justice and intelligence
officials which undermined the effectiveness of
subsequent investigations.

3 InSeptembermagistrate PieterTheron, who was
hearing a case against PAGAD members, was killed in a
drive-by shooting outside his home in Cape Town.

& InOctoberZackie Achmat, amember of the
Treatment Action Campaign, was arrested and charged
with importing generic drugs to treat AIDS patients
unable toaffordpatenteddrugs. This prosecution
underlined the human rights dimensions of the conflict
betweennon-governmental organizations, the
government and drug companies over the importation
or manufacture of cheap life-savingdrugs in South
Africa.

Refugee concerns

The government ordered the arrest of members of the
police East Rand Dog Uit after being shown film
footage of police officers deliberately inciting dogs to
maul threecaptivesuspected illegal immigrants from
Mozambique. The helpless men were attacked by the
dogs, as well as being beaten and subjected to racist
verbal abuse by the police officers. Although the
incident had takenplace in 1998, the broadcasting of
the footage on state television in November 2000 led to
apublic outcry and statements by officiats and civil
society organizations on the need to address persistent
problems of racism and xenophobia. Six police officers
were laterchargedin amagistrate’s court with
abductionand assault with intent to do grievous bodily
harmbeforebeing released on bail.

Inseparate reports the Human Rights Commission
and the non-governmental Human Rights Committee
documentedabuses of undocumented migrants and
asylum-seekers. These included unlawfully prolonged
detentions, poor conditions and beatings of detainees
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by guards at Lindela Repatriation Centre, assaultsby
police officers involved inthearrest of suspected
illegal immigrants, and arbitrary and verbally abusive
conduct towards asylum-seekers by Department of
Home Affars officials.

InMarch the police launched an anti-crime initiative,
OperationCrackdown, with the arrest by police and
soldiers of overz,000alleged illegalimmigrants in the
Johannesburgarea. The raids were allegedly
accompanied by abuses such as beatings and theft, as
wellas arbitrary arrests of individualswith a legal right
of residence.

The 1998Refugee Act, which was brought into effect
1n 2000, denies asylum-seekers the right to education
and the right to seek employment until they have been
grantedrefugee status.

In December, the High Court ordered the government
torelease official correspondence relating to the
deportation to the USA of a Tanzanian national, Khalfan
Khamis Mohammed. He faced a possible death penalty
for his alleged involvement in the 1998 bombing of the
US Embassy in Nairobi, Kenya, and was allegedly
removed from South Africa without an extradition
hearing, as required underSouthAfrican law

Al country reports and visits

Reports

« South Africa: Amnesty International welcomes
Government action against racially motivated violence
by police (Al Index: AFR 53/003/2000)

« South Africa: Preserving the gains for human nghts in
the ‘war aganst crime’: Memorandum to the South
African Governmentand South African Law
Commission on the draft Anti-Terrorism Bifl, 2000 (Al
Index: AFR 53/004/2000)

« South Africa: Points of clarification on Amnesty
International’s comments on torture (Al Index: AFR
53/006/2000)

Visits

Al delegates visited South Africa in Octoberto conduct

research and meet officials concerning altegations of

police and military complicity in the ill-treatmentof
individuals in custody. In March Al co-sponsored with

several regional non-governmental organizations a

workshop in Pretoria on policing and human rights in

southern African countries.
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KINGDOM O F SPAIN

Head of state: King Juan Carlos | de Borb6n

Head of government: José Maria Aznar L6pez

Capital: Madnd

Population: 39.6 million

Deathpenalty: abolitionist for all cnmes

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the involve-
mentof children in armed conflict; Optional Protocol to
the UN Women's Convention; Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court

There was unprecedented racist violence against
foreign workers, mainly from North Africa, in El Ejido
(Almerfa). Allegations of race-related ill-treatment by
police officers increased. A large rise in the numbers
of undocumented foreign nationals arrivingon
southemn shores prompted claims that the
authorities were failing to provide basic
humanitarian care and that detention facilities were
inhuman and degrading. A new law came into force
that severely restricted the rights of undocumented
immigrants, fined companies fortransporting them,
and providedforan accelerated expulsion procedure.
Allegations of ill-treatment in prisons persisted, as
did allegations oftorture made by suspected
members of the Basque armed group Euskadi Ta
Askatasuna (ETA), Basque Homeland and Freedom.
ETA committed numerous human rights abuses in
which 23 people, the majority civilian, were shot
dead or killed bycar bombs and many others,
including children, were injured. There was an
increase in acts of “streetviolence” by groups
reportedly close to ETA, including arson, bombings
and death threats. The government proposed new
penal measures, including increased penalties for
minors convicted of politically motivated violence.

Police brutality continued to be widely reported and
there was arise in allegations relating to ill-treatment
of immigrants or others of non-European ethnic origin
Allegations were mainly of beatings with truncheons,
punches, kicks, slaps and insults by officers of the local,
national and autonomous police forces. Anumber
referred to ill-treatment of immigrants, including
minors, in the Spanish North African enclaves of Ceuta
and Melilla, and there werecriticisms about police
passivity in connection with ill-treatment of
immigrants in El Egdo where, in February, several days
of race riots had forced some foreignworkers to flee to
the foothills of the mountains

Allegations of torture made by ETA suspects held in
incommunicadodetention persisted In Aprilthe
European Committee for the Prevention of Tortureand
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Purishment (CPT)
described a 1997visit to ETA prisoner jesus Arkauz Arana
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TheCPTcommented thathisaccount of ill-treatment by
Civil Guards, following expulsion from France and while
beingheld incommunicado. was technically credible and
“the manner in whichhedescribed the sensation of losing
consciousness asa result of asphyxiation was particularly
convincing” ltrec deda "general Ir n of
a thorough andindependent nature ... into the methods
used by members of the Civil Guard when holding and
questioning persons” suspected of involvement in
armed bands. The CPT subsequently expressed
disappointment that the Spanish authorities had stilt not
carried out such aninvestigation. It alsofoundthat
examining judges and magistrates "couldbe more
proactive” whenthey receive allegations of ill-treatment
Ajudicial inquiry was opened in October into
allegations that municipal police officers severely ill-
treated twoAlgerians, Hassan U. and SaidM. The
Algerians claimed that they were beaten by truncheons
both before and after transfer to a police station in
Ceuta Said M., ai7-year-old minor, reportedly lost
consciousness during the beatng and was revived with
water froma rubber hose, with which, at the same time,
he was beaten While lying on the ground he was also
allegedlykickedand insulted. Both Algerianswere
reportedly stripped to the waist and then taken toa
police vehicle, againbeaten, and left in the area of
Calamocarro, where they had firstbeendetained

Deaths in custody

3 Antoénio Augusto Fonseca Mendes, a native of
Guinea-Bissau resident in Madrid. died n police
custody while on holiday in Arrecife (Lanzarote) in May
His family claimed he had beenseverely beaten by
police officers and photographs revealed a number of
bruises on the body. A firstautopsy found no sign of
external ill-treatment buta second concluded
unequivocally that a fatal injury was dealt to the right
side of the neck by a "blow with a bluntinstrument” A
forensic opinion ordered by the judge to investigate the
two apparently irreconcilable autopsy findings
reportedly concluded that Antonio Fonseca had
probably died of natural causes. The grounds for this
findlng were not clear. The police offered a series of
differentand contradictory explanationsforthe death
Al was concernedthat in Septemberthe [nterior
Minister told Congress that there was noevidence of
police ill-treatment, even though thejudicial
investigation was still under way and a number of
serious questions remained unresolved.

&3 InDecemberAbdelhadi Lamhamdi, an
undocumented Moroccan reportedly tryingtofleeafter
disembarking on the coast of Tarifa (Cadiz), died after
being shot by a Civil Guard who was pursuing him with a
gunin hishand. Government representatives stated
that the shot had beenfired accidentally. AnAlgeciras
courtopenedan inquiry into the death. Adisciplinary
investigation was ordered by the Director General of
the Civil Guard and the officer wassuspended

lll-treatment of immigrants
Thenumbers of undocumented African nationals
disembarking on the beaches of the Campode Gibraltar

Amnesty International Report 2001



and Canary Islands— including pregnant women,
children and babies —rose considerably. More than
14,000 were reported to have been intercepted. Many
were from Nigeria, Senegal and Sierra Leone. Particular
concern was expressed by some non-governmental
organizations about the failure to provide basic
humanitarian care for many suffering from
malnutrition, hypothermia and physical injuries. Most
of these immigrants were allegedly held in
overcrowded, inappropriate and insanitary conditions
in the cells of Civil Guard barracks and a municipal
sportscentre before being served with expulsion
ordersandreleased Concernwas also expressed about
delays in recovering bodies frombeachesand a lack of
diligence in identifying them.

In October, hundreds of undocumented Moroccans
weredeportedto Ceuta and from there to Morocco,
allegedly in conditions that infringed international
standards, including maritme regulationson safety at
sea. The Moroccans werereportedly held, sometimes
handcuffed, inside police vans or buses in the holds of
ferries. They werereportedly overcrowded and at risk
of injury from the movementof other vehicles in heavy
seas, subject to great heat and engine noise, and
without accesstosafe escaperoutes in time of danger
Some ferrycaptains alleged that police officers had
pressured them toaccept the Moroccansascargo
rather than as passengers, in contravention of the
International Convention for theSafety of Life at Sea.

Excessive use of force against demonstrators
Severalreports alleged excessive use of force by police
or Civil Guards at demonstrations. In August an inquiry
was opened by the Catalan government, the
Generalitat, into the action of the Catalan autonomous
police, the Mossos d'Esquadra, duringa demonstration
by hundreds of Moroccan workers at Aitona (Lleida).
Some alleged they had been beaten and subjected to
degradingtreatment. In November a demonstration
outside Congress by pacifists demanding the abolition
of theexternaldebtreportedly resultedin 24 injuries
andsevenarrests. The Interior Minister told Congress
that, while police intervention had been justified, the
action of some officers had been "inappropriate” and
“excessive”. In Galicia too there were reportsof
excessive useof force by police officers.

ll-treatment in prisons

Asecondreportpublished in April by the CPT
concernedits 1998 visit to police and Civil Guard
headquarters and prisons, including Soto del Real
(Madrid) and Salto del Negro(Las Palmas de Gran
Canaria). The CPTreported thata number of prisoners
at Salto del Negro alleged they had recently been ili-
treated by prison staff. They referred to blows with
batons while handcuffed tobedsin the prison's
segregation unit. The delegation found that inmates
were handcuffed tobeds in the unit on a "fairly regular”
basis, sometimes for prolonged periods of time.
Allegations of ill-treatment, such as blows with batons,
were also received from Soto del Real. The CPTnoted
that the Spanish authorities had undertakento address
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excessive duration of confinement in restraintsand the
failure to provide the prisoners concerned with
mattresses, butadded that the above-mentioned use of
handcuffs was "unacceptable”.

Lasa/ Zabala trial

In April the National Court sentenced former General
Enrique Rodriguez Galindo and former civil governor
JulenElgorriaga to a total of 71 years' imprisonment
eachforthe illegal detention and murder in 1983 of ETA
suspects José Antonio Lasa and José Ignacio Zabala.
Three former Civil Guard officers were sentenced to
between 67 and 69 years’ imprisonment, and two—
including a former secretary of state already convicted
inanother case— were acquitted. However, the court
setaside charges of torture on the grounds of
nsufficient evidence and, more controversially, ruled
that there was not enough evidence to prove that the
accused had beenmembers of an armed band, the
Grupos Antiterroristas de Liberacion(GAL). General
Galindo—whohadbeenpromotedtothatrankin9gs,
afterthe emergence ofevidence that he could be
implicated in the murders—and his co-defendants
appealedagainst their convictions to the Supreme
Court. However, the National Court ordered the
immediate detention of those defendants who were not
already in prison, including General Galindo, without
awaiting the verdict of the Supreme Court. The case had
taken 16 years to come totrial, during which time
crucial evidence was undoubtedly lost

Abuses by armed groups
Following the ending of its cease-fire the previous
November, ETA embarked on a new campaign of
violence, which killed 23 people in various parts of
Spainand injured many others, including children.
Many of those whodiedwerecivilians, including local
councillors, ajournalist, an industrialist, a chief
prosecutor and a judge, Several murders were
attempted. The new ETA campaign was accompanied by
an escalation in “street violence” ("kale borroka"),
aimed at creating an atmosphere of intimidation and
fear InjuneAlurged ETA to put animmediate end to its
campaign of killings of civilians and expressed concern
about the "kale borroka" attacks. In October Al groups
began a campaign to call ETA's attention to
fundamental standards of human rights and
international humanitarianlaw
Abuseswerealsocommitted by the armed political
group, the Gruposde Resistencia Antif ascista Primero
de Octubre (GRAPO). In November, following the arrest
of presumed GRAPO leaders in Paris, France, a police
officer was shot dead in Madrid.
Thegovernmentresponded to the ETA killings and
“kale borroka"attacks with proposed new measures to
curb politically motivated violence. These sought to
increase the length of detention for minors convicted
ofterroristoffences and to create a special juvenile
courtwithin the National Courtin Madrid. In November
Alurged the authorities to ensure that any eventual
legislationrespectin particular the UN Children’s
Convention. Al alsorecalledits long-standing
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opposition to Spanish laws governing incommunicado
detention. These remain in force and, in Al's view,
facilitate torture.

In October and November, 10 people mnvolved in
various Basque political, social or cultural
organizationswerearrested, on thegrounds of alleged
links with ETA. They included Sabino Ormazabal Elola, a
well-known writer, journalist, ecologist and supporter
of non-violent civil disobedience. He and others
arrested and subsequently detained denied belonging
to, or collaborating with, ETA

Updates
In January the Provincial Court of Vizcaya acquitted, on
grounds of lack of evidence, two national police
officers charged with the torture of Rita Margarete
Rogerio, a Brazilian national, in 1995. The officers
denied the charge and were supported by the public
prosecutor, who did notacceptthat Rita Rogerio had
been ill-treated. In an earlier trial in 1998 three officers
had been acquitted of raping her. In 1999 the Supreme
Courtreferredto the acquittal for rape as "horrifying”
because, while a lower court had found it "luminously
clear” that Rita Rogeriohadbeen raped by a uniformed
officer in police custody, the police witnesses had
conspired to lie and conceal the fact, refusing to
identify the person they must have known was the
rapist. As a result the Supreme Court had no alternative
but to uphold the acquittal. Two officers had
subsequently been temporarily suspended from work.
In December a court in Sevilla sentenced a Civil
Guard, a shooting instructor, tooneyear's
imprisonment forkilling Miriam Gomez Cuadrado in
1999. The Civil Guard shot at the car in which she was
travelling after her boyfriend tried to escape a
breathalyzertest. Theboyfriend was sentenced to one
year'simprisonment for reckless driving and
disobedience.

Al country reports and visits

Report

« Concerns in Europe, January — June 2000: Spain (Al
Index: EUR 01/003/2000)

Visits

An Al delegate visited Spain in Octoberto gather

information. In November Al delegates visited Vitona

and Madnd in connection with a campaign against ETA

killings. They met the Spanish Secretary of State for

Justice to discuss concerns about proposed new

legisiation aimed at minors involved in politically

motivated actsofviolence, as well as ETA abuses.
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SRI LANKA

DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF SRILANKA
Head of state and government: Chandrika
Bandaranake Kumaratunga

Capital: Colombo

Population: 18.8 miltion

Official languages: Sinhala, Tamil, English

Death penalty: abolitionist in practice

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the involve-
ment of children in armed conflict

The continuing armed conflict and a general rise in
violence dominated Sri Lanka in 2000. April and May
saw particularly ferocious fighting between the
security forces and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE),the main armed opposition group
fighting foran independent state, Eelam, in the
north and east of Sri Lanka, Tens of thousands of
people were internally displaced by the fighting.
Peopletaking noactive partin the hostilities faced
grosshumanrights abuses, including indiscriminate
bombing and shelling, killings, “disappearances”,
torture and the recruitment of child soldiers.
Widespread violence took place during
parliamentary elections in October, There was also a
rise in paramilitary and vigilante activities. The
failure to bring to justice those responsible for
human rights violations remained a majorconcern.

Background

Astate of emergency remained in force throughout the
country. After heavy fightingand the capture of the
strategically important Elephant Pass army camp by the
L1TE, measures were introduced in May to put the
countryona "war footing”. New Emergency Regulations
(ERs) considerably extended the security forces’ powers
todetain and included provisions granting powers of
arrest to "anyother authorized persons”. The ERs also
provided wide powers of censorship.

In February, the Norwegian government agreed to
facilitate a dialogue between the government and the
LTTE, but by the end of the year few concrete results
were visible. The government's efforts to introduce
constitutional reforms aimed at resolving the ethnic
conflict were shelved in August after it failed to muster
the required two-thirds majority in parliament.

Noparty won an overallmajorityin parliamentary
elections in October. The People’s Alliance formed a
new government with the Sri Lanka Muslim Congress
and the Eelam People’s Democratic Party.

The security forces and LTTE stepped up the
procurement of arms.

Killings of civilians

Amid the escalating conflict, the numberof internally
displaced civilians rosefromaround 400,000 in
January to around 570.000 by the end of June. At least
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150 civilians were killed in attacks by both sides. Both
the army and the LTTE were responsible for not taking
adequate measures to avoid civilian casualtes.

3 InOctober, at least 24 civilians were killed in two
separateattacksonelection rallies by LTTE suicide
bombers. Scores of civilians werekilled in other
attacks, apparently carried out by the LTTE. in
Colombo.

&3 Thearmy shotdead 7 civilians, including nine
children, in Batticaloatownn May, apparently in
reprisal for the killing of three policemen by a bomb
concealedin a ice cream vendor’s freezer box.

&3 On2O0ctober, seven Tamil civilians were killed by
Muslim Home Guards — villagers armed ostensibly for
their own protection — at Poonagar, Muttur,
Trincomaleedistrict, in apparent reprisal for the killing
of twoMuslim Home Guards by members of the LTTE
earlier that day.

‘Disappearances’

At least 20 "disappearances”were reported during
2000. Asinpreviousyears, the highest number— 11—
werereported from the Vavuniya area. An internal
inquiry ordered by President ChandrikaBandaranaike
Kumaratungaintosevencases reported between 10 and
26 August seemed to bringa temporary halt to
"disappearances” in that area, but twomore cases were
reported in early October. Other "disappearances”
werereported from Colombo, Batticaloa, Jaffna,
Mannar and Trincomalee. Naval personnel were held
responsible for two "disappearances” in Trincomalee.
&3 Eight displaced civilians, including a five-year-old
boy, "disappeared” after being arrested while visiting
their homeson 19 December. Their bodieswere
recovered from an illegal grave six days later. Thirteen
soldiers were arrested in connection with their
abduction and murder.

Torture remained common, both in the context of the
armed conflict and during routine policing operations.
Reportsof torture increased following the introduction
of ERsn May. However, latern the yearreports of
tortureappeared to decline, possibly partly as a result
of a number of measures taken by the government after
avisit to the country by the Committee against Torture.
These included, among other things, the establishment
of an Inter-Ministerial Standing Committee to take
action with regard tocasesof torture. By the end of
2000n0 one had beenconvicted of offencesrelated to
the crime of torture. There were frequent reports of
torture involving the Security Coordinating Unit of the
Vavuniyapolice and the army camps at Urelu and
Atcheluin Jaffna. There were reports ofrape by the
army in Jaffna and Batticaloa and by police in
Negombo.

3 Five labourers arrested on suspicion of
involvement with the LTTE weretortured by police at
Kantalai, Trincomalee, in june. One of them died
apparently as a result of torture, although police and
other officials claimed that he was shot while trying to
escape.
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Deaths in custody

Several incidents of violence in prison and other
detention facilities were reported.

&3 ATamildetaineediedasaresultofinjuries
sustained duringa clash between prisonguards and
political prisonersin Ward F at Kalutara prisonon 6
January. The following day, another detainee was killed
in an apparently deliberate attack by prison guards on
prisoners in Ward C.

On 25 October, 27 young Tamil men and boys aged
between 14 and 23detained for "rehabihtation” were
killed during an attack by amobof Sinhalese villagers on
arehabilitation camp at Bindunuwewa, Badulla district.
There was evidence of collusion bymembersof the local
policeand deliberate failure to protect the detainees

Political prisoners

Thousands of Tamil people werearrested on suspicion
of involvement with the LTTE. At least 1,500 were held
without charge or trial at the end of the year; some had
been detained for more than four years.

Impunity

Impunity for the perpetrators of human rights abuses
remained a major concern. Victims who sought justice
through the courtsreceived death threats. The report of
aPresidential commission of inquiry, setup in 1998 to
investigate complaints of past "disappearances” not
examined by three earlier commissions, was handed
over to the President in late August. The
implementation of the recommendations of previous
commussions and of the UN Working Group on Enforced
or Involuntary Disappearances, which visited the
country in 1999, proceeded slowly.

Officersfrom Tangalle police station standing trial
for torturing Mahanama Geeganage Chandrakumarain
1990, attempted tostop hum and his parents from giving
evidence against themby inumidation anddeath
threats. Thetrial wascontinuingat the end of the year.
Four army personnel and a police officer were
arrested in March on suspicion of involvement in the
"disappearance” in 1996 of i5 people whose bodies were
recovered fromshallow graves in the Chemmani area of
Jaffnadistrict in1999. The five werereleasedon bail in
June. The criminal investigation was continuing at the
end of the year.

Death penalty

Scores of people were sentenced to death for murder.
No one was executed. In November, the government
announced that it would putinto practice a decision
announcedin 1999 toresumeexecutions. Al expressed
concernabout this major step backwards for human
rights.

Violations byvigilante and paramilitary
groups

Tamil armed groups working alongside thesecurity
forces, and membersof the security forces acting
outside the normal commandand control structures,
were allegedly responsible for human rights violations,
including againstjournalists.
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3 Circumstantial evidence put the blame for the
killing of Mylvaganam Nimalrajan, Jaffna
correspondent for various newspapers and
international agencies, on members of the Eelam
People’s Democratic Party working with the security
forces. Hewas killed 1n his home in the High Security
Zone of Jaffna town during curfew

&3 Kumar Ponnambalam, President of the All Ceylon
Tamil Congress, was killed on 5 January by two
gunmen in what appeared to be a carefully planned
attack. The motive and the identity of those
responsible forordering the killing were unclear
Therewereconcerns that police investigations into
hismurder may havebeen subject topolitical
influence. A reserve police constable wasamong
thosearrested in connection with the murder.

Child soldiers

The LTTE stepped up the recruitment of children as
combatants after the intense fighting in Jaffna in May.
Those recruited included children as young as i2.

Al country report
« Sn Lanka: New Emergency Regulations - erosion of
human rights protection (Al Index: 37/019/2000)

SUDAN

REPUBLIC OF THE SUDAN

Head of state and government: Omar Hassan Ahmad
al-Bashir

Capital: Khartoum

Population: 29.4 million

Officiat language: Arabic

Death penalty: retentionist

2000treaty ratifications/ signatures: Rome Statute of
the International Criminal Court

The civil war continued todevastate the lives of
countless civilians during 2000. Those most affected
were people living near oil fields where pro-
government forces and armed opposition groups
werefighting for control of oil production and
territory. All parties to the conflict committed gross
human rights abuses against civilians living in the
contested areas including indiscriminate bombing,
abduction, , forcible recrui , torture
and killings. Tens of thousands of people were forced
to leave their homes. Despite government claims
thatthe humanrights ituation inareasunder its
control was improving, lawyers, journalists, students
and human rights defenders were harassed and
intimidated. Dozens were arrested and tortured.
Those responsible for human rights abuses were not
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brought to justice. Restrictions on the rights to
freedom ofexpression and association in cities under
governmentcontrol persisted.

Background

By the end of 2000, the civil war, which resumed in 1983,
had cost the lives of almost 2,000,000 people and
resulted in a further 4,500,000 people being internally
displaced. In addition, some 500,000 people were
believed to have sought asylum abroad.

The main parties to the conflict since 1983 were those
supporting the government—including the Sudanese
People’'s Armed Forces (the regular army), the
paramilitary Popular Defence Forces, and various
militia groups known as the murahaleen—and the
opposition forces made up of the Sudan People’s
Liberation Army (SPLA) and various allied militias.

The drive for oil and territonial control over the oil
fields was central to the war between the government
and armed opposition forces, as well as to the ongoing
conflictbetween the various militia factions. For
example, the 1,600km oil pipeline which came into
operationinAugust 1999 continued to be the target of
repeated attacks by opposition forces. In addition to
the conflict between the regular army and the SPLA,
another conflict raged between the various militias
allied with the government or the SPLA. These forces
frequently changed sides depending on their perceived
interests or simply the supply of arms. It was estimated
that during the past fewyears more people had lost
their lives as aresult of interfactional fighting between
militias than in armed encounters with government
forces. The government pursued a policy of providing
support and weapons to the various militia
commanders and encouraging interfactional fighting,
whichresulted in widespread destructionand
destitutionfor thelocal civilian population.

The Bahr el-Ghazal humanitarian cease-fire—agreed
between the SPLA, the UN and relief agencies operating
under the umbrella organization Operation Lifeline
Sudan (OLS)—to provide food to civilians affected by
the conflict collapsed in July. However, a new
agreement was subsequently reached between the OLS
and the government which allowed relief supplies to
resume. Although the cease-fire was not restored, a
12-day truce was agreedin October to allow the UN
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) to carry out anti-polio
vaccinations. Some non-governmental organizations
accused the government of not respecting this truce
and bombing towns.

The state of emergency declared in Decemberi9gg
remained in place for most of theyear.

Presidential and parliamentary elections took place
in December. Both UN and European Union monitors
turned down invitations to monitor the elections which
were widely believed to beseriously flawed. Arrests of
journalists, political opponents andhumanrights
activistsintensified ahead of the elections and the main
opposition partiescalled fora boycott of the elections;
people in areas underrebelcontrol did not take part in
the elections. PresidentOmar al-Bashir, in powersince
1989, was declared the winner of the elections.
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Internal displacement

Tens of thousands of people were terrorized into
leaving their homes in oil-rich Upper Nile by aerial
bombardments, massexecutionsandtorture. This
massive displacement was followed by the deployment
of additional weaponry andforcestoprotect the oil
fields. Crops and livestock were burned and looted to
prevent people from returning to their homes.
Bombings in Northern Bahr el-Ghazal also resulted in
mass displacement of the civilian population.

Bombing of civilians

Indiscriminate bombing of civilians in the south of the
country continued. International outcry at the bombing
of hospitals and schoolchildren in February and March
led President al-Bashir to order his forces to stop all air
bombardment operations except where these were
Justified by self-defence or during military operations
to "protect lives and property”. However, following the
collapse of the Bahr el-Ghazal humanitarian cease-fire,
the bombings intensified. From September
bombardments of civiliantargets intensified in other
parts of the country including Eastern Equatoria, Upper
Nile and south Blue Nile.

3 In July alone, more than 250 bombs reportedly hit
civiliantargetsinat least 30 separate incidents causing
several deaths and disrupting the harvest and
humanitarian relief in Bahr el-Ghazal.

Child soldiers

Conscription into thearmed forces is compulsory for
both men and women and the law stipulates that
military training is a precondition forentry into further
and higher education or into certain jobs. There was
increasing evidence that child soldiers were being used
by the various parties to the conflict. There were reports
that children were being abducted in the streets of
Khartoum and forcibly recruitedinto the Popular
Defence Forces. The parents were not informed and
most of the young recruits were sent to the front line.
Therewere reports of ill-treatment of child conscripts.
&3 On 29 May the body of 17-year-old Ghassan Ahmed
Al Amin Haroun was transferred to the Khartoum
morgue from the Jabal Awlia Compulsory Military
Service Joint Camp. He had joined the army unit just
twodays earlier. A post-mortem examination revealed
injuries on his hands, back, right foot and eye and
bruising on other parts of the body and confirmed the
cause of death to be "respiratory failure”. The
authorities did not comment on the post-mortem
findings, but shortly afterwardsplaced the family under
surveillance by the security forces.

3 Sixteen-year-old Mohanad Abdelrahman M.
Zakanadied at the Aljouli military training camp in May.
His death was believed to have been caused by the
harshtrainingmetedout toyoung conscripts. It was
alleged that he was denied adequate medical treatment
after he collapsed with sunstroke.

Children continued to be forcibly recruited by the
SPLA, despite the fact that the SPLA had informed
UNICEF that it would demobilize all child soldiers in its
forces and end therecruitment of children.
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Slavery

Although the government continued to deny that
slavery existed in Sudan, thousands of people were
believed to be held in forced labour or slavery
Estimates varied regarding the number of people
held in slavery; some non-governmental
organizations put the figure as high as 100,000, while
governmentsourcesput the figure ats,000. The
sexual slavery of women was widely reported,
especially in the areas affected by the armed conflict.
Thosewho escaped described widespread torture,
including rape, and forced marriages.

Widespread torture and ill-treatment continued to be
reported in many government-held towns. There was
grave concern that suspected government opponents
were particularly atrisk. Reports of torture were not
investigated and the perpetrators were not brought to
justice. Reports of torture were also received from
SPLA-held territories.

3 Noinvestigation was carried out into the deaths in
custody of Joseph Adhiang Langlang, Abdallah Col,
Hassan Abu Adhan and Gladino Sam Okieny. They
reportedly died as a result of torture. The four men had
been held with Hillary Bomaand 25 others, accusedof
planting bombs in Khartouminigg8. After Hillary Boma
and his fellow prisoners were pardoned and released in
December 1999, no investigation was carried out into
their allegations of torture.

3 InDecember, eight members of opposition political
partieswere arrested by the security forces during a
meeting with a US diplomat. Theywereaccused of
plotting a coup. A few days later, twolawyers — Ghazi
Suleiman and Ali Mahmoud Hasanain—werearrested
for signing a petition against the arrests. Ghazi
Suleiman sustained a head injury and was reportedly
hospitalized twice while in detention, raising grave
concerns that he was tortured. The 10 detainees were
held in asecret location in solitary confinement and
without access to their families, medical treatment or
lawyers.

Amputation

At least 12 people weresentenced to have limbs
amputated during 2000. Atleastone amputation was
carriedout.

3 InMarchAl Salik Obeid had his right hand and left
footamputated at Kober Prison.

Rape and other violence against women

Violence against women by combatants on all sides,
long a feature of the conflict in Sudan, intensified
during the year. Therewerewidespread reportsof
sexualabuse, includingsexual slavery, rape and
forced pregnancies. Rape was usedas a tacticof war
by both government and oppositionforcesto
dehumanize and humiliate civilians in the conflict
20ne. However, because of the taboos and stigma
attached torape, reports wererare and impunity for
the rapist was the rule. Therewere frequent reports of
women being abducted while collecting firewood or
water and being forced to carry heavy loads of goods
looted from ransacked villages. They were also used
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asbonded labour and forced toclean, cook and
provide domestic services to soldiers in barracks and
camps.

Women's rights

Violations of women's rights were widespread. In
central Sudan, especially in Khartoum, women faced
severe restrictions on their freedom of movement.

3 In September the Governor of Khartoum issued a
decree banningwomenfromworking in public places.
Dayslater, 26 womenwere arrested and three were
injured when police used tear gas and batons to break
up a peaceful demonstration against the decree.

The decree was challenged on the grounds that it was
unconstitutional in the Constitutional Court which in
October temporarily suspended the ban. The Court's
final decision was still pending at the end of the year.
However, the Minister of Justice, while recognizing that
the Constitution and international conventions
guarantee a woman's right to work, would notcondemn
theban as unconstitutional.

Students and human rights defenders
Students and human rights defenders were harassed
and intimidated during 2000, particularly in and
around Khartoum. The security forces prevented or
disrupted student activities and activists were arrested
and tortured; one was killed.
&3 InJunesoldiersopened fire on astudentseminar
onthe crisisin Sudan at the University of Senna. One
participant, ‘Mirghami Mahmoud al-Norman, was shot
dead and several others were injured. In the days that
followed the shooting, several demonstrations in
support of the students took place. At least 11 people,
including seven students, were arrested and charged
with rioting and disturbing public order. All were
believed to have been tortured and most were
hospitalized as a result

Lawyers and relatives trying to pursue cases of
human rights violations frequently faced harassment
and repeated summons toappear at police stations or
security force installations. The perpetrators of human
rights violations, in contrast, were not pursued through
the justice system.
3 Relatives seekingjustice for an 11-year-old girl
raped by apolice officer in May 1999 were harassed and
intimidated. The authorities repeatedly attempted to
subject the girl to furtherintrusive medical
examinations. However, instead of pursuing the
allegations of rape, the Sudanese authorities chose to
view thecase as a “security” issue. Family members and
lawyers acting on their behalf were required to report
to the Federal Criminal Investigation Department and
documents were seized from the lawyers’ offices by
members of the security forces. Neither the relatives
nor lawyerswere charged with a recognizably criminal
offence.

Al country report

+ Sudan:The Human Price of Oil (Al Index:AFR
54,/001/2000ERR)
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SURINAME

REPUBLIC OF SURINAME

Head of state: Ronald Venetiaan (replaced Jules
Wijdenbosch in August)

Head of government: Jules Ajodhia

Capital: Paramaribo

Population: 0.4 million

Official Language: Dutch

Death penalty: abolitionist in practice

Impunity for human rights abuses committed under
previous regimes was a majorissue for the newly
elected government. Conditions in prisons and police
detention centres remained poor. Reports of ill-
treatmentand torture of prisoners continued.

Background

President Ronald Venetiaan took power on 18 August,
having won general elections in May at the head of a
four-party New Front coalition composed of political
groups thatweredeposed by coupsin 1980 and 1990.
President Venetiaan had previously held powerin 1995
and 1996. He took over from Jules Wijdenboschof the
National Democratic Party.

Impunity

There was little or no action until the change of
government tobring to justice those responsible for
human rights abuses committed under previous
governments. These include a1986 massacre of
civilians at the village of Moiwana, the beating of a
prisoner todeath by prison guardsin 1993, and the so-
called "December murders” of 1982.

3 In1982,5 journalists, academics and labour
leaders were extrajudicially executedat Fort
Zeelandia, an army centre near the Surinamese Cabinet
Office, in Paramaribo. On 310ctober2000, after the
change of government, the Court of Justice ordered the
prosecution of former military leader Desi Bouterse
and others in connection with these killings. Dozens of
witnesses, including politicians, were questioned by
the Public Prosecutor’s Office. However, under the
country's 18-year statute of limitations, legal
proceedings should have been concluded by

8 December 2000. At the end of the year, the Public
Prosecutor’s Office was working on a summons to start
apreliminary judicial investigation. DesiBouterse
denied chargesthat he presided over the murders,
saying that he took responsibility only because he was
head of government and the military at the time.

Conditions in prisons and detention centres
Prison conditions were extremely harsh and severely
overcrowded, amounting sometimes to cruel, inhuman
or degrading treatment. Conditions of hygiene and
ventilation were poor, with food, blankets, cleaning
equipment, soap and medicines inshortsupply.
Medical care was inadequate. Most prisoners could not
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afford their ownlawyer, and state-funded advisers
were scarce.

Pre-trial detainees constituted a large percentage of
inmates, many of whom wereheld in overcrowded
detention cells at local police stations. Police officers
who had not been trained in prison work served as
jailers in local detention centres.

Beatings of detainees and prisoners were also
reported.

lil-treatment

Human rights groups continued to express concern
about ill-treatment by law enforcement officials. They
documented cases of police ill-treating detainees,
particularly duringarrests, and abuses of prisoners by
guards.

SWAZILAND

KINGDOMOF SWAZILAND

Head of state: King Mswati It

Head of government: Barnabus Sibusiso Dlamini
Capital:Mbabane

Population: 1 million

Official Yanguages: English, Swazi

Death penalty: retentionist

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: UN Refugee
Convention

Rights of association, assembly and expression
continued to be denied. Opposition protests led to
arbitrary detentions and ill-treatment by the security
forces. Government opponents faced arrest and
politically motivated charges inthe courts. At least
12 deathsentenceswere passed.

Background

The Constitutional Review Commission (CRC),
appointed by King Mswati I11in 1996, presented its
recommendations for a new constitution to the King in
November. Its findings and recommendations were not
made public. The CRC was criticized for limiting public
access to its proceedings.

There were a number of incidents of political
violence. Theyincluded the petrol bombing in
December of magistrates’ courts inMbabane. There
was also a bomb explosion at a security force
encampment in the Macetjeni area in December.

Violations of freedoms of association,
assembly and expression

Journalists faced harassment in reporting political or
human rights issues, In February the government
closed the state-owned Swazi Observer newspaper

after journalists refused to disclose the sources of an
article about a 1998 bomb explosion. In July a case
against journalist Bheki Makhuba forcriminal
defamation was struck off the court roll when the
prosecution failed toappear in court. He had been
briefly detained and charged in 1999 in connection with
anewspaper articleaboutKing Mswati.

Protests overrestrictionson fundamental freedoms
intensified towards the end of 2000. Members of
banned political parties, students and trade union
members held demonstrations and meetings. They
called for an end to the 1973 suspension of freedoms of
association and assembly, the repeal of legal
restrictions on trade union rights and a new
government.

In October the government banned meetings of the
Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions (SFTU) and the
Swaziland National Associationof Teachers(SNAT), and
threatened civil servants with arrest if they
participated instrikesand boycottsdeemedpolitical
The governmentobtainedan Industrial Court order
declaring illegal a proposed strike by the SFTU.
Following the visit of a delegation from the
International Labour Organisation in November, King
Mswatisignedinto law an amended Industrial
Relations Act which restored some trade union
freedoms

Detentions, restrictions and political trials
Opposition leaders were prosecuted on thebasis of
politically motivated charges. Journalists and other
critics were briefly detained without charge or trial. Al
appealed to the government torespectthe rights of its
citizens to non-violent political association and
assembly, and to freedom of expression

&3 Anumber of local and foreign journalists reporting
political protests in October and November were
briefly detained and had film footage confiscated.
Foreignjournalists were orderedto leave the country
&3 On7November SFTU officials were briefly held at a
security forceroadblock outside Mbabane toprevent
them joining protesters seeking to hand a petition
calling for political reforms to the Prime Minister. Jan
Sithole, SFTU Secretary General, was subsequently held
under extra-legal housearrestforseveraldaysand his
communication with others wasrestricted by the
security forces.

&3 0n7November members of the banned opposition
party, the People's United DemocraticMovement
(PUDEMO), were prevented by the security forcesfrom
delivering a petition to the Prime Minister. Mario
Masuku, President of PUDEMO. wasarrestedbypoliceon
10 Novemberandheldincommunicado. On 15 November
he was charged in the High Court with sedition for
allegedly criticizing the Kingand released under
restrictive bail conditions to await trial. The presiding
Judge, theChiefJustice, was later questioned by
government ministers about his decision to grant bail

Thesecurity forces ill-treated and used excessive force
against political activists and protesters.
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3 InFebruary delegates toaSwaziland Youth Congress
conference required hospital treatment for injuries
sustained when police forcibly broke up thegathering
3 InOctober some 200 villagers in Macetjeni and
KaMkhweli were evicted from their homes at gunpoint
by soldiers, apparently because they refused toaccept
the King'sbrother, Prince Maguga, as chief. They were
leftn the countryside without shelter or other basic
necessities. After a petrol bomb attack in December on
Prince Maguga's home, Dumisa Ndhlandhla was
arrested and charged with arson. He was allegedly
beatenandsubjectedto suffocation torture by police
during interrogation.

©3 During protests and strikes in October and
November a number of tradeunion officials and other
protesters were assaulted by the security forces. Musa
Dlamini, SNATSecretary General, was allegedly beaten
at police regional headquarters in Manzini, and
Bongihlanhla Gama, another SNAT official, was shot
and wounded by police. They both required treatment
inhospital

Death penalty

At least 12 death sentences were imposed by the High
Courtin separate murder trials. No executions were
known to have taken place.

SWEDEN

KINGDOM OF SWEDEN

Head of state: King Carl XVI Gustaf

Head of government: Goran Persson

Capital: Stockholm

Population: 8.9 million

Official language: Swedish

Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol tothe UN Children's Convention on the involve-
ment ofchildren in armed conflict

At least two unarmed people were shot dead by
police, and at least two people died in custodyin
disputed circumstances. More than five years after
the death in custody ofOsmoVallo, no one had been
held accountable.

OsmoVallo

More than five years after thedeath in custodyin
disputed circumstances of Osmo Vailo, the government
established acommission of inquiry into the authorities’
handling of the case; no one hadbeen held accountable.

Osmo Vallo died shortly after his arrest on 30 May

1995. A police officer had stamped on hisback as he lay
facedownon the ground. After he appeared to have
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collapsed, no attempt wasmadeto assist or resuscitate
him. Instead, police officers transported him, still
handcuffed and lying face downwards, to the hospital

In closing the investigation into the case on 30 March
2000, the Prosecutor General acknowledged that Osmo
Vallo may have died from being stamped on the back by
apolice officer. The Prosecutor General also
acknowledged that there had been flaws in the
investigation and urged that a further investigation be
carried out into how the authorities had handled the
different aspects of the case.

There was concern that Osmo Vallo's death was not
an isolated incident; a pattern of similar deaths in
custodyhad beenreported in which the manner of
restraint or excessive use of force by law enforcement
officials may have caused asphyxia. The inadequacy of
many of the investigations into these deaths led Al to
call for atotally independent bodysuch as a
commission of inquiry, possibly including experts
from other countries, to investigate the handling of
Osmo Vallo’s case by the different authorities, as well
as other cases of deaths in custody since 1992.

Inaletter to Alin June, the Minister of Justice stated
that the 21 June report of the Chancellor of justice was
critical of actions taken by various authorities involved
in the handling of the Osmo Vallo case and indicated
flaws within the criminal justice system. The Chancellor
of Justice’s report called for further consideration of
certain questions.

The Chancellor of Justice's report was immediately
followed by a report by the Parliamentary
Ombudsperson who stated that the current procedure
for dealing with complaints against the police was
inadequate and proposed that anindependent system
be blished. The Ombudsperson was particularly
critical of the local prosecutors’ failure toinitiate
preliminary investigations intosome cases of alleged
police misconduct even though such investigations
would havebeen justified. The Minister of Justice
established a commission of inquiry in December to
look into past deaths in custody in order to propose
preventive measures for the future. The commission
was scheduled toreportin one year's time.

Shootings by police
At least two unarmed people were shot dead by police.
©3 Magnus Carlsson, aged 19, was shotdead in Kalmar
on 13 May after a carchase and astruggle with police
officers. A police officer was accused of causing the
death of anotherperson or breach of duty, but was
acquitted in October, after the court accepted that he
hadacted in self-defence.

3 Mikael Pettersson, aged 31, was shot dead on 13
March at Vikbolandet near Norrkdpingafter he crashed
his car while being chased by the police and then tried
torunaway. The police officer reportedly fired a
warningshot, then shot Mikael Pettersson because he
wasconvinced that he was armed. Noweaponwas
found at the scene. In October the police officer was
convicted of breach of duty, aggravatedassault and
causing the death of another person through grave
carelessness and sentenced to 18 months’
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imprisonment. The officerlodged an appeal which was
pending at the end of the year.

Death in prison

In June Bruce Joel Jason Hulthén, a 28-year-old
prisoner, died after being restrained by four prison
guards. He had attempted to escape from the Storboda
Institution in Stockholm. The prison authorities were
immediately alerted to his escape and he was chased
and caught by four prison guards. The prison guards
restrained him, including reportedly by sittingon him
as he lay on the ground. It was also reported that one
guardgrabbed the back of Bruce Joel Jason Hulthén's
head and neck, which may have caused his death. When
the police arrived on the scene shortly afterwards, the
prisoner was apparently already unconscious. The
Regional Director of Prison and Probation Services told
the mediathat the prisoner "wentbluein thefaceand
stopped breathing”. Prisonguards reportedly triedto
resuscitate him, but he wasdead onarrivalat the
hospital. The prison guards weresuspended pending
the police investigation into the death. in October, one
of the prison guards was charged with manslaughter; he
was awaiting trial at the end of the year.

Death in police custody

On 3 November, Peter Andersson, a 35-year-old
suspected burglar, diedafterbeingarrested and
restrained by four police officers in Orebro. The
preliminary report of a post-mortem examination
indicated signs of violence on hisface,arms, legsand
body as well as symptoms of death from asphyxia.

Forcible return

In November the UN Committee against Torture
concluded that the decisions of the Swedish
immigration authorities in connection with the case of
an Iranian woman had constituted a violation of
Sweden'sobligations under the UN Convention against
Torture. The woman feared that she might be sentenced
todeath by stoning for adultery if she was returned
tolran.

Al countryreport

« Concerns in Europe, January — June 2000: Sweden
(Al Index: EUR01/003/2000)
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SWI

SWITZERLAND

SWISS CONFEDERATION

Head of state and government: Adolf Ogi
Capital: Bern

Population: 7.3 million

Official languages: German, French, Italian
Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol tothe UN Children's Conventiononthe
involvement of children in armed conflict

There were further allegations of ill-treatment of
criminal suspects by police and of foreign nationals
during forcible deportation. Some official
investigationsintosuch allegations were
unsatisfactory. A criminal investigation continued
into the death of an asylum-seeker during
deportation in 1999. A military appeal court
confirmed that a Rwandese national was guilty of
war crimes.

Background

Anew Federal Constitution which came into force in
January included specific prohibitions on torture and
all other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or
punishment and on the return of any individual to a
state where they would risk such treatment.

In Marcha national referendum voted infavourofa
packageofreforms in the justice system, already
approved by parliament, including the eventual
unification of the existing 26 cantonal codes of penal
procedureand three federal laws on penal procedure
The text of adraft bill of unification was expected in
200i. Inprevious years both the UN Human Rights
Committee and the UN Committee against Torture had
recommended that Switzerland intensify itsefforts to
harmonize the cantonal codes, particularly with regard
to the granting of certain legal guarantees providing
safeguards against ill-treatment in police custody.

lll-treatment on arrest

There were fresh reports of police ill-treatment of
detainees, often accompanied by racist abuse in the
case of non-Caucasians. Some criminal and
administrative ir ons intosuch all ns
were inadequate. In its second reporton Switzerland,
published in March, the Council of Europe’s
Commission against Racism and Intolerance noted
reports concerning police ill-treatment "particularly of
non-citizens and Swiss offoreignorigin” and stressed
"the importance of setting up an independent body to
investigate complaints of police ill-treatment” and of
more systematic police training on "thesubject of
racism and discrimination”.

©3 A criminal investigation wasopened into a
complaint which Rashid Abdul-Ackah, a Swiss citizen of
Ghanaian origin, lodged against members of Zurich
Municipal Police inDecember1999. He said that while
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walking through central Zurich, poiice officers
subjected him torepeated, unnecessary identity
checks.knocked him to the ground, handcuffed him,
subjected him toracist abuse and transferred im toa
police station where he was forced to strip. Within
hoursof his release, without charge, alocal hospital
issued a medical certificate recording bruises on his left
armand head. He maintained that there werenolegal
groundsforhis detention and that the police had taken
him to the police station in order to humiliate him.

3 In January a 17-year-old Angolan schoolboy lodged
acriminal complaint against three Geneva police
officers. Heaccusedthem of kicking and beating him
with truncheons until he lostconsciousness and
subjecting him to racist abuse after detaining him in
November 1999 on suspicion of being involved in a
streetfight. He was held in a police station overnight,
then chargedwith resisting the police, but
subsequentlyacquitted. In April the Geneva Attorney
General, who had opened a preliminary inquiry
entrusted to thepolice, ruled that there wereno
grounds to justify further investigation and closed the
inquiry The boy had never beenquestionedabout his
allegations. In August, followingan appeal, a Geneva
court ruled that an investigating magistrate should
carryout a full inquiry into the allegations, including
questioning the boy and other relevant witnesses.

I1l-treatment iutirag ¢ {aiiar

There were allegations thatpolice officers subjected
some foreign nationals resisting deportation to
physical assault, death threats and racistabuse
immediately prior to and during forcible deportations
from Zurich-Kloten and Geneva airports. There were
also unconfirmed reports that on occasion recalcitrant
deportees weregivensedatives inorder to subdue
themratherthan for purely medical reasons. Some
deportees claimed that they were deprived of food,
liquid and access to a lavatory for many hours until
theyreached their destination.

There were also claims that some form of mouth
restraint wasusedinisolated cases involving
deportationsfrom Zurich. The use of any materialsor
methods which could block an individual's airwaysis
highly dangerous and can result in fatalities. ftwas
unclearwhether any explicitinstructionbanning the use
of all forms of mouthrestraintwas in existenceand
whetheraninternal service instruction issuedtoZurich
Cantonal Police in May 1998, explicitly authorizing
gagging as ameans of restraint during deportation, had
beenwithdrawn. In August 1999 the Zurich cantonal
government had announced thatadhesive tape would no
longerbe used to cover deportees’ mouths to prevent
them shouting. In September 2000, it stated that a
speciallymodified helmet introduced in July 1999, which
hada chin-cup attachedforcingthe jaws closed and a
cover which could be placed across the mouth, had not
been used since September t1999. Thegovernmentsaid
that the helmet wasno longer necessary because
“forseeablydifficult” deportations now took place via
specially charteredflights and no longeron normal
passengerflights. It added thatopen-facedrubber
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helmets were inuseto prevent recalcitrant deportees
injuring themselves.

The Zurich government refused to supply Al or the
Zurich parliament with copies of internal service
instructions or any written guidelines issued to police
officers concerning the treatment of detainees during
forcible deportation. In November it stated that officers
were authorized to wear masks during deportation
operations, for their own protection. There was concern
that, if masked officers did not display some form of
identification prominently on their uniforms, this could
preventidentification of alleged assailants and thus
provide them with complete impunity.

3 Gilbert Kouam Tamo, aCameroonian, alleged that
during his deportation from Zurich in April, masked
officerskicked and punched him, beat him with batons,
applied suchpressureto his neck that he felt he was
choking, presseda pillow over his faceand, when he
wasbound hand and foot and attached to an airline
seatby severalbelts, twicepunched him in the face. He
also claimed thatthere was an unsuccessful attempt to
inject himandthathe was deprived of food anddrink
during a nine-hour flight. A hospital in Cameroon
recorded extensive cuts and bruises to his face

and body.

Khaled Abuzarifa

In January the Biilach Public Prosecutor's office
investigating the death of Khaled Abuzarifa, a
Palestinian, duringdeportationfromZurich-Kloten
airportin March 1999, announced that, in view of the
findings of a post-mortem examination, three police
officers and a doctor employed by the Canton of Bern,
where the deportation operation began, had been put
under formal investigation in connection with possible
manslaughter charges.

Khaled Abuzarifa was given a sedative tablet, had his
mouthsealed with adhesive tape, wasboundhandand
foot, and strapped into a wheelchair in preparation for
deportation. The post-mortem report concluded that
he died of suffocationas a result of the restraining
measures towhich hewas subjected. It criticized the
escorting police officersfor losing valuable time in
removingtheadhesive tape after observing that he was
unwell and noted that they had not received relevant
training. The doctor, who assisted at the taping of the
mouth and certified it as safe, even though the
deportee wasonly able to breath through one nostril,
wascriticizedforfailing toprovidethem with relevant
instructions. A supplementary forensic reportwas
subsequently drawn up at the request of the accused
and the criminal investigation remained open at the
end of the year.

Universal jurisdiction over war crimes

In May a military appeal court reduced a sentence of
life imprisonment passed on Fulgence Niyonteze, a
former local government official in Rwanda, to 14 years'
imprisonment. In 1999, in the first trial of itskind in the
national jurisdiction of a foreigncountry, a military
court had found Fulgence Niyonteze guilty of murder,
incitement tomurder and war crimes in the context of
the 1994 genocide in Rwanda.
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The appeal court found him guilty of war crimes and
sentenced him for violation of the Geneva Conventions
but set aside the charges of murder and incitement to
murder, declaring that military jurisdictionwas not
competent to examinesuch offences when committed
abroadby acivilian. Both Fulgence Niyontezeand the
prosecutor lodged appeals against the sentence. As in
the firstinstance trial, there was concern that the
anonymity of witnesses was not adequately protected
during the appeal hearings.

Al countryreport
« Concems in Europe, January - June 2000: Switzerland
{Al Index: EUR 01/003/2000)

SYRIA

SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC

Head of state: Bashar al-Assad (replaced Hafez al-Assad
inJuly)

Head of government: Muhammad Mustafa Miro
(replaced Mahmud al-Zu’bi in March)

Capital: Damascus

Population: 16.1 million

Official language: Arabic

Death penalty: retentionist

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Rome Statute of
the Intermational Criminal Court

Hundreds of political prisoners including prisoners of
conscience were released during 2000, mostly as the
resultof a presidential amnesty issued in November.
Restrictions on freedom of expression were
apparently relaxed to some extent. Dozens of people
werearrested during 2000 for political reasons.
Hundreds of political prisoners, including prisoners
of conscience, remained in detention without trial or
serving long sentences passed after unfair trials by
the Supreme State Security Court (SSSC). At least one
political prisoner died in custody and scores of ill
political detainees remained heldin cruel and
inhumanconditions. Thefate ofhundreds of people
who “disappeared"” in the late 1970s and 1980s
remained unknown. There were continuing reportsof
torture and ill-treatment of political detainees.

Background
Following the death of President Hafez al-Assad in June,
hisson Basharal-Assadwas elected Presidentin a
general referendum in July. He wasnominatedas the sole
candidate for the presidency by the ruling Ba'th party.
There were calls for political and economic
liberalization from people including members of the
National Assembly. A public statement issued by 99
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Syrian intellectuals, mostly resident in Syria, called for
the lifting of the state of emergency, which has beenin
place since 1963, and the release of political prisoners.
This was the first time that such a statement had been
issued without those involved being arrested and
detained or otherwise harassed. In addition, the Ba'th
party leadership approved a resolution allowing junior
members of the Progressive National Front, including
the twowings of the SyrianCommunist Party, to publish
their own newspapers.

Human rights defenders

Restrictions imposed on the Committees for the
Defence of Democratic Freedoms and Human Rights in
Syria (CDF) were relaxed during2000, allowinga
plenary meeting to take place, attended by CDF
membersand other human rights activists and
intellectuals. (In arelated development, the
restrictions imposed on the movement of Aktham
Nu‘aysa, aformerprisoner of conscience, were lifted)
During 2000, four members of the CDF who had been
detained in connection with the distribution of a CDF
leaflet marking the anniversary of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights were released, although
prisoner of conscience Nizar Nayyufremainedin
detention. The four released prisoners were 'Afif
Muzhir, Muhammad Ali Habib, Bassamal-Shaykhand
Thabit Murad.

3 Humanrights defender Nizar Nayyufremained
held despite his ill-health, after beingmovedto
Sednaya Prison following the closure during the year of
Mezze Prison. Sentenced to 10 years' imprisonment for
his involvement with the CDF, he was held in solitary
confinement. Nizar Nayyuf wassufferingfrom, among
other things, adisease of the lower spine, apparently
causedasa result of torture; weakening of the legs,
leaving him unable to walk unaided; anddeteriorating
eyesight.

Arrests
Sporadic arrest and detention of individuals for
political reasons continued during 2000.

Among those detained were individuals critical of the
government and nationals of neighbouring Arab
countries.

There were reports about the arrest and detention of
asylum-seekersforciblyreturned to Syria. They
included Hussain Daoud, reportedly forcibly returned
toSyriafrom Germany accompanied by German police
officers. He was reportedly arrested in Decemberat
Damascus airport and transferred to Far' Falastin,
Palestine Branch, where he was held at the end of 2000.
His arrest was believed to be connected to his
involvement with the unauthorized Kurdish Popular
Union Party in Syria.

Thearrestand transfer fromLebanon to Syriaof at
leastfive Lebanese soldiers inigggcameto light. They
included sergeants Nimer al-Naddaf and Fuad ‘Asaker
They were held incommunicado in detention centres
including Far'Falastin, Palestine Branch, and Far ‘al-
Tahqiq al-'Askari, Military Interrogation Branch, where
torture and ill-treatment were routine.
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There were reports of harassment and intimidation
of former prisoners of conscience released during the
yearand of the families of exiled Syrians.
€3 Ra'ad Washil Muhammad al-Shammari, an Iragi
national aged 42, was arrested in June and was
reportedly held incommunicado in a detention centre
inDamascus. Married with four children, Ra'ad Washil
Muhammad al-Shammari was apparently arrested
solely for political reasons and there were fears that he
may have beentortured. He had in the past been
detained forseveralyearsin Iraq for his involvement
with the unauthorized Iraqi Communist Party.

3 Relatives of a former prisoner of conscience who
sought asylum overseas were repeatedly summoned to
the Political Security Department for questioning about
his whereabouts. Members of his family, including his
wife and children, were held for hours at the security
office almost daily and subjected to verbal abuse and
beating. Before managing toescape, the former
prisoner of conscience used to be summoned regularly
to the same department andsubjected to torture and
ill-treatment.

Releases of political prisoners

Presidential amnesty

Hundreds of political prisoners, including prisoners of
conscience, were released in November following an
amnestyissuedby PresidentBasharal-Assad marking
the 30th anniversary of the military coup which
brought the late President Hafez al-Assad topowerin
1970. The main beneficiaries were members of the
unauthorized al-lkhwan al-Muslimun, Muslim
Brotherhood, and their sympathizers. They hadbeen
held, mostly ncommunicado, in Tadmur Prison. Some
had been detained without trial since 1979. Out of a
total of around 600 released prisoners, according to
the official media, more than 400 had been held in
Tadmur Prison.

Among thosereleasedwere scores of prisoners of
conscience, most of whom were detained in
connection withtheirinvolvementwiththe
unauthorized Hizb al-'Amal al-Shuyu'i (PCA), Party for
Communist Action, and a/-Hizbal-Shuyu'ial-Maktab
al-Siyassi(CPPB), Communist Party— Political
Bureau. All theseprisoners of conscience had been
sentenced to up to 15 years' imprisonment after unfair
trials before the SSSC. They included Faraj Ahmad
Birqdar, Jurays Yusuf al-Tall;, Nu'man ‘Ali ‘Abdu and
‘Umar al-Hayek

Thepresidentialamnestyalso led to the release of 46
Lebanese political detainees, some of whom who had
been imprisoned since the98os.

Other releases

A pattern of releases of political prisoners, including
prisoners of conscience, af ter the expiry of their
sentences or after long-termdetention without trial,
continued during 2000. Amongthosereleased were
prisoners of conscience Fateh Jamus and Aslan ‘Abd al-
Karim, both leading members of the PCA, whohad been
held beyond the expiry of their 15-year sentences. Also
released were more than 20 Jordanian and Palestinian
political prisoners.
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Prisoners of conscience

Although the number of prisoners of conscience
decreasedsignificantly during 2000 as a result of
releases, dozens remained in detention, some of them
servinglongsentencespassed by the SSSC after unfair
trials. They included nine members of the PCAserving
up to 22 years’ imprisonment, and scores of prisoners of
conscience or possible prisoners of conscience
detained incommunicado since the late 1970s in
connection with their involvement with the Muslim
Brotherhood, whose fate remained unknown. All the
remaining prisoners of conscience whohad been
sentenced to prison terms of up to i5 years in
connection with their membership of the CPPB were
released during 2000.

3 'Abd al-'Aziz al-Khayyir was arrested in February
1992 by members of al-Mukhabarat al-'Askariyya,
Military Intelligence, in connection with his
involvement with the PCA, alongwith a dozenother
leading members of the PCA. All were reportedly
tortured and ill-treated during their initial stage of
detention. In August 1995, he was sentenced by the
$SSCto 22 years' imprisonment after an unfair trial.
‘Abd al-'Aziz al-Khayyir wastried together with Bahjat
Sha'bu, 'Abbas Mahmud ‘Abbas, Muhammad Hasan
Mi'mar and ‘Adnan Mahfuz, who alsoremained in
prisonserving up 1o 17 years' imprisonment.

‘Disappearances’

The cases of hundreds of people, including suspected
members of the Muslim Brotherhood and Lebanese
nationals, who "disappeared” in the late 1970s and
1980s remained unresolved. Despite the release of 46
Lebanese political prisoners, the fate of scores of
others remained unknown. Theyincluded Lebanese
soldiers believed to have been taken to Syria in October
1990 following armed clashes between Syrian forces
and troops loyal to the former Lebanese Army
Commander Michel ‘Aoun.

©3 Khadija Yahya Bukhari, a Lebanese woman singer,
"disappeared” following her arrest in Syria on 29 April
1992. Al was informed by theauthorities during 2000
that she had in fact been sentenced to death and
executed on 2 December 1992. The authorities had not
informed her family about her execution or handed
over her body. The authorities stated that she had been
executed on charges of spying for the Israeli
intelligence service in Cyprusand recruiting a Syrian
officerto cooperate with the Israeli intelligence
service. The Syrian officer, whoaccordingto Al's
information was herhusband, wasalso sentenced to
deathand executed. The authorities did not provide his
nameor thedate of his execution.

Political prisoners

Hundreds of long-termpolitical prisoners, including
members of the Muslim Brotherhood, the Arab
Communist Party (ACP) and the Democratic Ba'th Party
(DBP), remained held in prisons since being arrestedin
the 1970sandig9Bos. Many were held incommunicado
without trial and otherswereserving long sentences
passed after unfair trials.
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Reportsindicated that members of the ACP were
particularly harshly treated while held in Sednaya
Prison. They were said to be suffering from serious
health and mental problems. They included Haytham
Na ‘al, a university law student arrested in 197s;
Ghayyath Shima, a university science student; and Faris
Murad.

Scores of people, including women taken as
“"hostages" in the early 1980s and in recent years
instead of relatives suspected of links with the Muslim
Brotherhood, remained detained incommunicado in
Tadmur Prisonandother detention centres.

&3 Midhat Munir Tayfur, a 46-year-old foreman, was
reportedly arrested by the Syrian security forcesat
Dar'a at the Syrian- Jordanian border on 22 May 1998,
despite having permission from the Syrian embassy in
Jordan to visit his family. Midhat Munir Tayfur, married
with five children, is the brother of a leading member
of the Muslim Brotherhood. Since his arrest, he has
been held incommunicado, apparently at the Military
Interrogation Branch in Damascus. There were serious
concerns about his fate and fears that he may have
been tortured to extract information about his

brother.

There were fewer reports of torture during 2000, but
the systemallowing for its application remained intact
andtherewereapparently noinvestigationsinto
previous allegations of torture and ill-treatment.
Tortureandill-treatment of political detainees
continued to be systematically applied in Tadmur
Prisonand other detention centres, including Palestine
Branch and the Military Interrogation Branch in
Damascus and other centres operated by the Political
Security Department.
©3 One prisoner, held incommunicado for sevendays
in December in lieu of his exiled relative, was reported
to have been tortured by the method known as dullab,
beating with sticks and cables while hanging from a
suspended tyre.

According to reports reaching Al from Tadmur
Prisonduring 2000, torture and ill-treatment, though
decreasedin intensity, continued to be routine.
Political prisoners, including those whowereitl, were
reported to be held insolitary confinement in
underground cells. They were reportedly subjected to
falaga, beating on the soles of the feet, and repeated
kickings, especially on the back and hips, leading to
fractured vertebrae. Political prisoners were also
allegedly ordered to beat fellow prisoners, especially
those fromtheirown political parties. Political
prisoners who refused toobey orders were reportedly
tortured.

Deaths in custody

At least one political prisoner died in custody.

3 'Attiyah Diab ‘Attiyah died in February in Tadmur
Prison, apparently as a result of torture and ill-
treatment coupled withiliness. 'Attiyah Diab ‘Attiyah
was arrested inLebanon in 1989 for his involvement
with the Fatah Movement and transferred to Syria.
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Death penalty
Thedeath penalty remained applicablein law for a
widerange of crimes but information on the number of
death sentences and executions during 2000 wasnot
availlable.

Government communications
Alsentseveral letters to the authorities. Among the
issues raised were cases of arbitrary detention

The authorities responded, addressingsome of Al's
concerns

Al actions

Al submitted dozensofcasesfromSyria to the UN
Working Group on Arbitrary Detention and the UN
Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary
Disappearances.

TAIWAN

TAIWAN

President: Chen Shui-bian (replaced Lee Teng-hui in
May)

Head of government: Chang Chen-hsiung (replaced
Tang Fel in October, who replaced Vincent Siew in May)
Capital: Taipei

Population: 22.2 million

Official language: Mandarin Chinese

Death penalty: retentionist

The newgovernmentofPresident Chen Shui-bian
publicly committed itselftothe protection of human
rights. However, legislative reforms to ensure
improvements in human rights were not enacted
during 2000. The death penalty continued to be
imposed and at least 17 people were executed.

Background

In the March presidential elections, Chen Shui-bian of
the Democratic Progressive Party was elected as the
first non-Kuomintang President of Taiwan.

Thenewgovernment includedmany former political
prisoners, including prisoners of conscience and
humanrightsactivists. In his inaugural speech on 20
May, President Chen Shui-bian requested the advice of
Al in bringing Taiwan's domestic law into conformity
with the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights and in establishing a National Human Rights
Committee.

Political and economic instability within Taiwan
increased. Prime MinisterTangFei of the largest party in
thelegislative Yuan, the Kuomintang, resigned in October
following disputes over the construction of a nuclear
plant. The new Prime Minister, Chang Chen-hsiung, came
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from the same party as the President, the Democratic
Progressive Party, but the President found it difficult to
steer legislation throughtheopposition-controiled
legislature There was also concern that the economy was
slowing down and unemployment was rising

Taiwan planned to commence historic direct
contacts with the People‘s Republic of China by
permitting the "three mini links” of direct trade,
transportation and postal servicesbetween the cities of
Kinmen (Quemoy) and Matsu in Taiwan, and Xiamen
and Fuzhou in China

Taiwangainedgreater integration within the
international community. It was expected to enter the
WorldTrade Organization in 2001 and was represented
at the ministerial level at the regional APEC meeting

Legal reforms
Thegovernment statedts intention to introduce
structural and legislative changes to improve human
rights Vice-President Annette Liu, aformer prisoner of
conscience, was appointed chief coordinator of the
President’s Advisory Group on Human Rights. The
Group's mandate included compiling a work of
reference on humanrights foruse in Taiwan; promoting
a National Human Rights Bill; considering the formation
of aNational Human Rights Committee; promoting
human rights education; and reviewing Taiwan’'s human
rights conditions

A preparatory committee led by Annette Liu was
formed to consider the mandate and the process of
establishment of a National Human Rights Committee.
Proposals from non-governmental organizations

TAJIKISTAN

REPUBLIC OF TAJIKISTAN

Head of state: Imomali Rakhmonov

Head of government: Akil Akilov

Capital: Dushanbe

Population: 6.1 million

Official language:Tajik

Death penalty: retentionist

2000 treaty ratifications/ signatures: Optional
Protocol tothe UN Women's Convention; Rome Statute
ofthe International Criminal Court

At least 38 people were reportedly sentenced to
death during 2000, although the true number was
believed to be much higher. One death sentence was
known to have been commuted. There were reports
of torture and ill-treatment of detainees.

Background
in February the People’s Democratic Party won
Tajikistan's first multiparty parliamentary elections
since the signing of the 1997 peace agreement.
However, independent international observers stated
that the elections had been tainted by official meddling.
The opening of the bicameral parliament, following
elections to the upper chamber in March, officially
concludedthe peace process. The bodyresponsible for

included the formation of an autonomous commission
in line with international standards. The Kuomintang
party proposed a part-time, ad hoccommussion.

Conscientious objectors to military service

On s January, the military conscription law was revised
and a provision was created for civilian service as an
alternative to military service.

On 10 December, there was a presidential amnesty
for 21 prisoners, including 19 jehovah's Witnesses who
had been convicted of refusing toundergo mandatory
military servicefor religious reasons.

Death penalty

There were at least t7executions during 2000. There
were no reforms to laws providing amandatory death
penalty for a wide range of crimes.

&3 Thecase ofSu Chien-ho, Liu Bin-lang and Chuang
Lin-hsun, known as the "Hsichih trio”, who were
sentenced to death in 1992, was sent to the Taipei High
Courtforaretrial. The retrial started inNovember and
was broadcast live on television. Al hadearliercalled
on the government to institute a thorough, impartial
and independent investigation intoreports that the
three men were tortured while in police custody and
confessedunder duress, and had called for aretrial. Al
had expressed concern thattheirearlier trial didnot
conform to international standards of fairness, and
that it appeared that they had been convicted on the
basis of confessions extracted under torture.
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pl the peace agreement, the National
Reconciliation Commission, wasdissolved. Themandates
of the UN Mission of Observers in Tajikistan (UNMOT)
and of the Commonwealth of Independent States peace-
keeping force ended in May and September respectively

The Tajik, Kyrgyz and Uzbek authorities joined forces
against the banned Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan
(IMU) following incursions by IMU members into
Kyrgyzstanand Uzbekistan (see entries on Kyrgyzstan
and Uzbekistan)

By the end of December, some 10,000 refugees heading
forTajikistantoescape the fighting in northern Afghanistan
were reportedly stranded in very poor conditions along
the Panj River which marks the Tajik-Afghan border.
Despite Tajikistan's international obligations, the
refugees were denied access to Tajik territory.

The level of political violence remained high. Among
the victims of assaults and killings were government
officials and former commanders of the United Tajik
Opposition

Reportedly at least 200 suspectedsupportersof the
banned Islamist party, Hizb-ut-Tahrir, Party of
Liberation, faced criminal proceedings. The charges
against them included anti-constitutional activity,
fuelling religious strife and calling for the overthrow of
the existing state system

Therewere reportsoftorture and ill-treatment by law
enforcement officersin detention facilities. One
detainee was allegedly forced to undergo an abortion
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&3 Dilfuza Numonova, who was held in Dushanbe
Prison under sentence of death (seebelow), stated that
she was taken to hospital and forced to have an
abortionin late January. UnderTajik law pregnant
women cannot be executed. She maintained that she
wasinnocent and had confessed to murder under
duress.

Death penalty

Under the criminal code, 15 offences were punishable
bydeath. However, there were no comprehensive
statistics on the use of the death penalty, which
remained a state secret. One death sentence was
known to havebeen commuted.

©3 Rustam Baybulatov wassentencedto death by
Dushanbe City Court in September. He had been
convicted of charges including "banditry” in connection
with his alleged membership of a banned armed group.
He had beenarrested in February after threateninga
former UNMOT staff member in order to extort money.
The chairman of the court reportedly stated thatin
passing sentence the court had taken into account the
factthatthevictimbelonged toan international
organization and was a foreign national.

3 Injanuary, 2i-year-old Dilfuza Numonova was
convicted of killing her lover in November 1999 and
sentenced todeathbyDushanbe City Court. Her trial
was reportedly unfair. In July, following international
pressure, her sentence was commuted to is years’
imprisonment by the Presidium of the Supreme Court of
Tajikistan.
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TANZANIA

UNITED REPUBLIC O FTANZANIA

Head of state: Benjamin Mkapa

Head of government: Frederick Sumaye

Capital: Dares Salaam

Population: 33.5million

Official fanguages: Kiswahili, English

Death penalty: retentionist

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Rome Statute of
the Intemational Criminal Court

Scores of opposition political activists were arrested
and ill-treated on the semi-autonomous island of
Zanzibar in the context of elections which were
widely seen as unfair. Eighteen opposition leaders
and theirsupporterswerereleased after more than
two years in jail as prisoners of conscience.

Background
The much-debated Zanzibar constitutional reform
agreement of 199g between the ruling Chamacha
Mapinduzi(CCM), Party of the Revolution, and the main
opposition party, the Civic United Front (CUF),
remained unimplemented. Elections were held in
October, despite controversy over the independence of
the electoral commission, particularly in Zanzibar.
Political tension on Zanzibar between the CCM and the
CUF escalated as the election drew near. International
observers concluded that the poll was fairly conducted
on the mainland, but not in Zanzibar. President
Benjamin Mkapa was re-elected on the mainland and
announced his wish to cooperate with the opposition.

The CUF refused toaccept the result in Zanzibar,
where the electoral commissionorderedare-runin 16
of the 50 constituencies. The CCM presidential
candidate, Amam Abeid Karume, won the second ballot
on g November. This ballot, along with parliamentary
sessionsafter the election, was boycotted by the
opposition. At the end of the year, CUF and CCM leaders
were negotiating through intermediaries.

Therewas no progress on a promised Tanzanian
human rights commission.

Zanzibar

Treason trial

In January thetrial of 18 CUF leaders and their
supporters chargedwith treason was again adjourned.
On 26 January, anew Zanzibar Attorney General was
appointed. His predecessor reportedly stated that the
CUF trial was a political issue and that the accused
"deserved tobe hanged”.

An appeal, lodged on the basis that Zanzibar did not
have a legal right to bring charges of treason as itwas
notasovereign state, wasfinallyheard in August, but
the court deferred judgment to await further
information. The 18 remained in custody until g
November when charges against themweredropped.
Theappeal courtverdictconfirmed that there was no
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legal basis for the charges. Allwereprisonersof
conscience who hadbeenheld for at least two years,
and many for more than three

Arrests and ill-treatment of CUF supporters

The January adjournment in the treason trial provoked
mass protests which were brutally broken up by armed
police. Some 30 people were injured, including 14 police
officers, and 4o arrested. A CUF rally planned for the
following day was banned. Some 30 people were held in
custodyforseveral weeks; charges against them were
still pending at the end of the year

Widespread arbitrary beatings of some 300
opposition party supporters and the arrest of more
than 100 others followed an incident on 2 April when
armed police, raiding a CUF office meeting, were
disarmed and beaten by CUF guards. One CUF
supporter reportedly died as a result of a police
beating. Some werereleased without charge, others
were released on bail. Twenty-one others, including
CUF secretary general Seif Sharif Hamad, were later
arrested, andcharged withrobbery with violence, but
released on bail. Seif Sharif Hamad and his campaign
manager alsofacedcharges of taking partinan illegal
demonstration for their campaigning activities in late
September.

There were further short-term arrests and beatings
of prisoners and demonstrators in the run-up to the
elections. On n October, six people were reportedly
injured on Zanzibar when police opened fire to disperse
CUF supporters ata campaign rally at their branch
office. This appeared to be part of a continuing pattern
of intimidation and harassment

On 30 October police in riot gear opened fire with live
ammunition, tear gas and rubber bullets on
demonstrators protesting againstirregularities in the
elections. Scores of people, including bystandersnot
involved in the protest, were reportedly injured, at
least one seriously. Thirty-two people were arrested
and charged with “causinga breach of the peace”

Following the elections, there were reports of
several explosions, one of which extensively damaged
the Zanzibar Electoral Commussion office in Pemba on
27December, and numerous arrests and beatings. The
authorities blamed the explosions on the opposition
and more than 40 people connected with the
opposition were detained; some were formally charged
in relation to the explosions. The CUF claimed that the
charges were fabricated

Freedom of expression and assembly

3 InFebruary, 10 suspected followers of Sheikh Issa
Ponda, a Muslim leaderin Mwanza, were charged with
illegal assembly and inciting Mushms to revolt against
the government, after they held a meeting todiscuss
the February 1998 Mwembechairiots in Dar es Salaam.
Theywere released on bail afewdayslater, and had not
been tried by the end of the year.

3 In November Ally Saleh, a reporter for the British
Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) and human rights
activist, was arrested and falsely charged with
kidnapping two women. He had persistently reported
on the chaotic election period and human rights abuses
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in Zanzibar. He was released on bail after 12 hours in
custody. Charges were later dropped.

Refugees

Implementation of the 1998 Refugees Act, under
which all refugees from Burundi and Rwanda were
required to go to refugee camps, began in February
2000. However, many refugees were not taken to
refugee camps. By May, 8o Rwandese and 580
Burundian refugees who had settled in villages along
the border region, some since the 1960s, were forcibly
returned to their countries of origin and scores of
others were detained awaiting possible refoulement.
There were some allegations of ill-treatment. Families
were separated and refugees given no chance to
collect their possessions.

In aseparate case, two Rwandese refugees accused
of helping the former speaker of the Rwandese National
Assembly to fleeRwanda, were arrested in February
shortly after their arrival in Tanzania and forcibly
returned to Rwanda, although they were clearlyunder
the protection of the UN High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR). In Rwanda they were immediately
takenintomilitary custodyand reportedly tortured
before being released.

Despite measures taken by the UNHCR and the
Tanzanian government, many women and girl refugees
in Tanzania faced sexual and domestic violence both
inside and outside the camps. There were frequent
reports of women being attacked and raped by local
villagers when they left the camps to collect firewood.
3 Inone case dating back to 1999, 1 people charged
with assaulting a group of Burundian refugee women
and girls and raping at least 10, including one girl, were
summarily acquitted in December because the
prosecutor was late. [n June 2000 this ruling was
successfully appealed against and the case has been
reopened

Nearly 200 Burundianrefugees, including young
children, were arrested during the year on suspicion of
links with Burundian armed opposition groups. Most
werereturned to the camps butsomeremainedin
detention in harsh conditions on charges of illegally
leaving the camps. There were further reports of
recruitment from the camps by all Burundian armed
opposition groups.

Extradition

In August Bernard Ntuyahaga, a former Rwandese army
officer accused of murdering the Prime Minister and
10Belgian peace-keepers inigg4,remainedin prison
while appealing against extradition to Rwanda. Al
remained concerned that if extradited he could facean
unfairtrial and, if convicted, thedeath penalty.

Other concerns

Courts continued to pass death sentences, but for the
sixth successive year no one was executed. Non-
governmental organizations, including Al, continued
to campaign against female genital mutilation,
advocating bothlegal reform and greater popular
awareness.
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Witchcraftkillings

There were further reported killings of elderly people,
mostly women, suspectedof witchcraft, particularly in
the Shinyanga and Mwanza districts. In June, the
Tanzania Media Women's Association launched a video
to raise awareness about the issue and stated that over
the past 10 years, thousands of people had been
lynched by witch-hunting mobs. The government
pledged to increase efforts to stem the killings.

Al country reports

« Great Lakes Region: Refugees denied protection
(Al Index: AFR 02/002/2000)

 Tanzania: A human rights brieffor election observers
(Al Index:AFR 56/013/2000)

THAILAND

KINGDOM OFTHAILAND

Head of state: KingBhumibol Adulyadej

Head of government: Chuan Leekpai

Capital: Bangkok

Population: 60.6 million

Official language: Thai

Death penalty: retentionist

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol to the UN Women's Convention; Rome Statute
of the International Criminal Court

In January, 10 Myanmar nationals were shot dead
bythe security forces afterthey had taken patients
and staffof Raatchaburi Hospital hostage. The
same month, one Myanmar national convicted of
drugs trafficking was executed. At least one person
reportedly died as a result of torture by police. Poor
prison conditions, including severe overcrowding,
continuedto be reported. More than 14,000
asylum-seekers from the Karen and Karenni ethnic
minorities in Myanmarentered refugee camps,
whose population increased to 115,000. More than
100,000 Shan asylum-seekers from Myanmar

continued to be denied access tocampsin Thailand.

Several Myanmar nationals were forcibly returned
to Myanmar where they were at risk of human
rights violations. The Prime Minister dissolved
parliament in November, and in consultation with
the Elections Commission, set the election date for
January 2001.

Hostage-taking and extrajudicial executions
In January, 10 heavily armed Myanmar nationals
believed to be led by the Vigorous Burmese Student
Warriors, whoin October 1999 seized the Myanmar
embassy in Bangkok, took hundreds of patients and
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staff hostage at Raatchaburi Hospital. The group
reportedly demanded medical assistance for people in
Kamaplaw, a settlement in Myanmar near Thailand,
which was controlled by God's Army, aKarenarmed
opposition group. Kamaplaw had been attacked by the
Myanmar army and reportedly shelled by the gth
Division of the Thai First Army. Security forces secured
Raatchaburi Hospital less than 24 hours after its seizure,
shooting dead all 10 men, although no civilian
casualties were reported. Someof the 10 were
reportedly extrajudicially executed after they had
surrendered, but no investigation was known to have
been conducted. In October the bodies of nine of the
men, which remained unclaimed by relatives, were
cremated in Raatchaburi by the authorities. One body
had previously been claimed by a Muslim organization
for burial.

Refugees and migrant workers

About 1,000 refugees from Myanmar were resettled to
third countries from Maneloy camp as part of the Thai
authorities’ ongoing policy to ensure the resettiement
of all Myanmar political opposition activists. In
February Myanmar national Saw Tin Oo was forcibly
returned by the Thai authorities to Myanmar, where he
was arrested, tried and sentenced to death by the
Myanmar authorities

Migrant workers and asylum-seekers from Myanmar
continued to be arrested throughout the year, held in
poor conditions in Immigration Detention Centres and
forcibly returned to the Myanmar-Thai border. In
February, in the aftermath of the January hospital siege
and in the run-up to an international UN meeting in
Bangkok, thousands of Myanmar nationals were
arrested in Bangkok alone. Migrant workers and
asylum-seekers from countries which do not border
Thailand werearrested for "illegal immigration” and
were forced toremain in Immigration Detention
Centres for long periods

In January about 1,000 Karen asylum-seekers fled to
Thailand after attacks by theMyanmararmy on the Me
Pia base of the KarenNational Union, the main Karen
armed opposition group in Myanmar. The asylum-
seekers were forcibly returned to Myanmar by the First
Army's gth Division. Afewdays later, after further
attacks by the Myanmar army resulting in civilian
casualties, thesame group fledagain, and were allowed
to remain at Bo Wii, Raatchaburi Province. The First
Army’s gth Division initially blocked them from
entering refugee camps but they weremoved to Don
Yang refugee camp in February.

In January, after the attack on Kamaplaw, more than
400 Karen asylum-seekers fled to Thailand. Some 50
Karenmale asylum-seekers from this group
"disappeared" after havingbeenarrested by the gth
Division, reportedly for national security reasons. Al
hadno further information about theirfate

More than 100,000 Shan asylum-seekers who had
fled human rights violations in Myanmar continued to
bedenied access torefugee campsand were treated by
the Thai authorities as "illegal immigrants”, liable to
arrestand deportation
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Political imprisonment

Sok Yoeun, a Cambodian refugee and prisoner of
conscience in Thailand, was arrested in Decemberiggg
for "illegal immigration” and detained throughout the
year pending possible extradition to Cambodia. The
Cambodian governmentaccused him of involvementin
arocket attack onPrime Minister Hun Sen’s motorcade
in September 1998, but there was no evidence linking
him to the attack.

Ramlek Nilnuan, an adviser to the non-governmental
organization Forumof the Poor, was arrested in July for
trespassingn a national park and remained held
without trial. His arrestwasrelated toaland dispute
between the Royal Forestry Departmentand villagers
inKalasinProvince, and heappeared to be a prisoner of
conscience

In February Chamlong Khamsunthorn died in police
custody in Ayuthaya Province, reportedly as a result
of severe beatings and electricshocks. No
independent investigation wasknown to have been
conducted.

About 200,000 prisoners nationwide were
reportedly held in prisons with a capacity of 80,000.
Women's facilities were particularly crowdedas
increasing numbers of womenhavebeenarrested for
possession of small amounts of illegal drugs.
Conditions in Klong Prem in Nonthaburi province near
Bangkokand in Chonburi, Phuket, Songkhla, Surat
Tham, and Chiang Mai Prisons were also especially
poor.Prisonerson deathrowwere held in iron shackles
continuously. Conditions 1n Immigration Detention
Centres, whichweresupervised by the police,
continued tobe poorafter massarrestsof migrant
workers, butingeneralimproved.

Death penalty

Abill banning the death penalty for people under 18
was introduced by the Attorney General's Office to the
Cabinet in December in order to bring Thailand's law
intocomphance with the International Covenanton
Cwvil and Political Rights, which Thailand acceded toin
1997.

Hla Win, a Myanmar national convicted of drug
trafficking, was executed in January. Some 130
prisoners were undersentence of death at Bangkwang
Prison. At least 45death sentences were passed during
2000

Legal developments
In May the government released a censored version of
aMinistry of Defence report about the military's
violent suppression of pro-democracy
demonstrations in Bangkok in May 1992, in which at
least s2peoplewerekilled. After protests from the
relatives of victims, the government released a largely
uncensored version in june, but calls by the relatives
to bring those found responsible to justice remained
unanswered

In October the newly-elected Senate elected nine of
u National Human Rights Commissioners stipulated in
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the 1997 Constitution. By the end of the year the
remaining two Commussioners had still not been
elected, making 1t impossible for the Commission to
convene.

Al country reports and visits

Statement

* Kingdom of Thailand: Justice denied etght years after
Bangkok massacre (Al Index: ASA 39/002/2000)

Visit

Ai delegates visited Thailand in February and March.

TOGO

TOGOLESE REPUBLIC

Head of state: Gnassingbé Eyadéma

Head of government: Gabriel Messan Agbeyome Kodjo
(replaced Eugene Koffi Adoboli in October)

Capital: Lomé

Population: 46 million

Official language: French

Death penalty: abolitionist in practice

Human rights activists, including trade unionists,
student leaders and independent journalists, were
arbitrarily arrested, harassed and threatened by the
authorities. There were reports of torture and ill-
treatment in detention. In June 2000, a joint

UN/ Organization of African Unity (OAU)
Comnmission of Inquiry was appointed to investigate
hundreds of alleged extrajudicial executions in
1998.

Background

The government was criticized by the UN for
breaching international sanctions and providing
support to an armed opposition group in Angola
responsible for widespread human rights abuses
against civilians.

In August, the Togolese parliament censured Prime
Minister Eugene Adoboli, one year after his
appointment, forfailing toend the economic crisis by
overcoming the country's international 1solation.
Eugeéne Adoboliresigned and was replaced by Gabriel
Messan Agbeyome Kodjo, the speaker of the National
Assembly and aformergovernment minister.

Earlier, in June, Harry Octavianus Olympio was
forced toresign as Minister of Human Rights. He was
accused of organizing an attack on himself on s May
with the help of his brother, Antonio Olympio. He
denied the allegations. A few days later Antonio
Olympio wasarrestedandaccused of driving the car
fromwhich hisbrother was allegedly attacked. He was
released on 8 July.
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New legislation

Anew press bill waspassed at the beginning of 2000
which limited press freedom and made defamation of
thegovernmentan imprisonable offence. Al believed
this to be a further measure to silence critics, in
particular independentjournalists. Detention for press
offences such as "spreading false information” has been
regularly used by the authorities against independent
journalists who play akey role in exposing human
rights violations by the security forces

Political imprisonment

More than adozenpeople, including prisoners of
conscience, were arrested during2000. Among them
were trade unionists, students and journalists.

Trade unionists

On 28 January, Norbert Gbikpi-Benissan, General
Secretary of the Union nationale des syndicats
indépendants du Togo (UNSIT), National Union of
Independent Trade Unions, and Pierre Allaga-Kodegui,
General Secretary of the Féderationdes travailleursde
I'enseignement (FETREN), Teachers’ Federation, were
arrested on charges of "spreading false information".
Both werereleased one week later after the
government withdrew the complaint against them
Students

Attempts to silence students continued throughout
2000. The authorities arrested leading members of the
Conseil des étudiants de [ Université du Bénin (CEUB),
the Student Council of the University of Benin. In
January aninternational arrest warrant was 1ssued
against Alphonse Lawson-Hellu, leader of the CEUB, on
acharge of spreading false information. He went into
hidingfor over a week until the charge was dropped.

In March, student meetings were violently dispersed
by pro-government armed militias who beat students
and allegedly tried tostab astudent leader, As a result
of the clashes, a leading member of a pro-government
militia died and some students were injured. Also in
March, the security forces used tear gas to disperse
student demonstrations. Some students were beaten
and injured by the security forces. At least 12 students
werearrested and charged with gatheringillegally. All
were tried a week later and were released after being
acquitted or given suspended sentences. However, at
the same trial, five student leaders of the CEUB,
including Lorempo Lamboni, Hanif Tchadjobo and
Kokou Segbeaya, weretried in their absence and
convicted of "disturbing public order, illegal gathering
andadministering afatal blow". They were sentenced
to suspended 1B-month prison terms.

Hanif Tchadjobo was arrested on 10 April, one week
afterthearrest of another CEUB leader, Koumoyi Kpelafia
Bothweredetained in the civil prisonof Loméon criminal
charges for morethan one month before beingreleased.
They were prisoners of conscience. |t was not clear
whether thechargesagainst them were dropped.
Journalists
The authorities brought suits for defamation against
independent journalists, apparently to silence them
On at least five occasions, the authorities confiscated
editions of the independent press. On 31 July, the
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Combat du peuple and the Scorpion were seized when
they published the July report of the Ligue togolaisedes
drousde I'homme (LTDH), Togolese Human Rights
League, which was critical of the country’s human rights
record.

&3 Kpagli Comlan, editor of L 'Aurore, arrested in
December 1999 on charges of “spreading false
information” was held until 4February. After his
release, he received death threats and was forced into
hiding.

3 Hippolyte Agboh,directorof the independent
weekly L'Exilé, was arrested on 14 April aftermistakenly
reporting the death of PresidentEyadéma’s daughter
After beingcharged with spreading false information,
he was sentenced to athree-monthprisontermand a
heavy fine, and his newspaper was suspended for six
months. He was released 1n June aftera presidential
pardon.

Human rights defenders

Threats against human rights defenders, particularly
members of organizations critical of the country's
human rightsrecord, became aregular pattern. in May
1999, Al published Togo : Ruleof terror, describing a
persistent pattern of extrajudicial executions,
“disappearances”, arbitrary arrests and detentions
followed by torture andill-treatment, sometimes
leading to death, and harsh conditions of detention.
Since then, members of Togolese human rights
organizations —including Al members—have been
harassed, intimidated, arrested and tortured. Others
have been forced into hiding or have fled the country.
In November 2000, the Dean of Examining Judges
ordered that charges of "false accusation and
defamation” against Togolese human rights defenders
arrested in relation to Al's May 1999 report should be
dropped, including those against Nestor Tengue,
director of the Association togolaisepourladéfenseet
lapromotion des droits de fhomme(ATPDH), Togolese
Association for the Defence and Promotion of Human
Rights.

©3 On 31 July and 1 August, Koffi Messa Devotsu,
chairpersonof the LTDH, was questioned by the
Minister of the Interior and threatened with arrest after
the publication of a critical report by his organization
on the humanrightssituation. The interrogationtook
placein the presence of anumber of independent
journalists, who werealso questioned and criticized by
the Minister for having published articles on the LTDH
report.

There were continuing reports of torture and 1ll-
treatment indetention, some relating to incidentsin
previous years.

3 Nine Togoleserefugees, including Lawson Akouete
Latévi, MessaKokou Paul and Seke Koudjo, were
handed over to the Togolese authorities by the
Ghanaianauthorities at the end of 1997. Most were
members of the Comité togolais pour la résistance
(CTR), Togolese Resistance Committee, an opposition
partyinexile in Ghana. After their arrest, they were
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detained in the civil prison and at the Directiondela
police judiciare(DP]) in Lome. In July 1998, they were
all transferred toa prison in Kara in the north of Togo. It
was not clear whether they were charged. On their
arrival at the civil prison of Lomé, guards beat, slapped,
and kicked them. One prisoner, Nyableji John, was
allegedly forced to eat sand and was then refused
water. After the beating, it was reported that the
prisoners could not walk and had difficulties with
breathing. At the DP], the prisoners were reportedly
kept permanently tied up. They were not given any
foodby prison authorities, but received food from their
families.

In April 1998 Ntsukpui Attiso died, allegedly asa
result of thebeatings he received, insufficient food and
harshprisonconditions. According to a letter from the
Commussion nationale des droits de 'homme, National
Commission for Human Rights, to the ATPDH, Ntsukpui
Attisodied as a result of tuberculosis.

The eight other prisoners reportedly suffered from
malaria and skin diseases, for which they did not
receive the necessary medication. In Kara prison, food
was inadequate, the prisoners could only wash
themselves twice a week, they slept on the floor and
wereonly allowed towear underwear. The prisoners
were permitted to see members of their family only to
receive food or medicine. Visitors who saw these
prisoners told Al that they looked like skeletons.

Proceedings against Al

After thepublication of theMayig9gqgreport, the
authorities arrested human rights defenders, including
Al members, onsuspicion that they were passing
information to Al. In September 1999, the Togolese
authorities started legal proceedings against Pierre
Sané, Al's Secretary General, and summoned him to
appear before an investigative magistrate of the High
Courtin Lomé for "a possible indictment for contempt,
incitement to revolt, dissemination of false news and
conspiracy against the external security of the state”.
On 12 March 2000, the government indicated that it
would withdraw its complaint against Pierre Sané once
the international Commission of Inquiry beganits work
inTogo. InNovember, the Dean of Examining judges
ordered that all proceedings against Pierre Sané and
four other human rights defenders should be stopped
until further notice. However, it remained unclear
whether or not the charges had been dropped.

International Commission of Inquiry
Inits May199greport, Al called on the Togolese
authorities to accept national and international
investigations intowidespread human rights violations,
including hundreds of extrajudicial killings committed
during the 1998 election period. Reports of
extrajudicial killings in that period were later
corroborated by investigative reports undertaken by
journalists and the Ligue berinoise des droits de
I'homme, Benin Human Rights League.

In August 1999, the UN Sub-Commission on the
Promotion and Protection of Human Rights announced
the establishment of a commission of inquiry to
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investigate allegations of extrajudicial executions in
Togo in1998and noted the government's undertaking
tocooperate fully with it.

0n 7 June 2000, the UN and the OAU announced the
establishment ofa joint Commission of Inquiry into
allegations of hundreds of extrajudicial killings in Togo.
The C: on was composed of del from Chad,
Brazil and Niger.

In August and September, an Al delegation met
members of the Commission to provide information
relevant to the inquiry. Al stressed the need foran
effective witness protection program and informed the
Commissionabout ongoing attempts by the Togolese
authorities to silence witnesses. The Commission
published two public information notes setting out the
measures itintended to take to protect witnesses,
beforet visited Togo and neighbouring countries
towards the end of the year.

Al also expressed concern that criminal charges of
passing information to Al, which had been brought
against Togolese human rights defenders, still stood
under Togolese law, even if pursuit of these cases had
been ded when the Cc 10f Inquiry
arrived in Togo.

Impunity

For the past (0 years the Togolese authorities have
failed to respond effectively to the public demand for
an end toimpunity for human rights violations. No
steps have been taken to clarify, for example, the
extrajudicial execution of Tavio Amorin and the
"disappearances” of David Bruce, Kouni Kodjo, Adjisse
Essie Djiewone and Edoh Komlan.

‘Amnesty International Report 2001




TRINIDAD AND
TOBAGO

REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

Head of state: Arthur Napoleon Raymond Robinson
Head of government: Basdeo Panday

Capital: Port-of-Spain

Population: 1.3 million

Official language: English

Deathpenaity: retentionist

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: UN Refugee
Convention and its 1967 Protocol

Death sentences continued to be imposed but no
executions were carried out. In an attemptto
increasethe number of executions, Trinidad and
Tobago withdrew from the (first) Optional Protocol to
the International Covenanton Civil and Political
Rights (ICCPR). Sentences ofcorporal punishment
wereimposed but not carried out. Reports ofill-
treatmentby police persisted and conditions of
detention continued to cause grave concern.

Background
The government ignored repeated requests to meet
with Al. InSeptember, following a visit by Al's Secretary
General, the Prime Minister and Attorney General
accused Al "and its internal agents” of demonstrating
“scant regard for the sovereignty” of Caribbean nations.
In October, the Attorney General read out a nine-page
statement to the House of Representatives accusing Al
of being inaccurate and "an instrument of persecution,
oppression and subversion” of small Caribbean
countries. The Attorney General also published a
lengthy criticism of the entry on Trinidad and Tobago in
the Amnesty International Report 2000.

Elections were held in December. The ruling United
National Congress party was returned to power with an
increasedmajority.

Death penalty

Therewereat least 63 menand four women on death
row at the end of the year. There were no executions or
death warrants issued. In October the Offences Against
the Person (Amendment) Act became law, making the
death penalty for murder mandatory for one out of
three categories of murder, or for those who had
committed more than one murder.

On 27 March Trinidad and Tobago withdrew from the
(first) Optional Protocol to the ICCPR, denying individuals
therighttopetition the UN Human Rights Committee. The
governmentjustified the withdrawal on the grounds that
the UN Human Rights Committeewas preventing
executions, despite the execution of 10 menin 1999,

The government sought to increase the number of
executionsthroughthe Constitution Amendment
(No. 3) Bill, commonly known as the "Hanging Bill",
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which limited theissues upon which condemned
prisoners could lodge legal appeals and stipulated that
once a death warrant had been signed by the President,
the High Court would have "no jurisdiction” However,
the government failed to have this Bill passed into law
In June the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council
(JCPC) in the United Kingdom ~— the final court of appeal
of Trinidad and Tobago —overturned the conviction of
deathrow inmate Desmond Baptiste. He had signed a
written confessiondespite having no lawyer present
and having difficulty reading and writing, and had not
been advised of his right to have a lawyer present
during interrogation. The ruling also found significant
fault with the judge’s directions to the jury. Desmond
Baptiste was released from prison.
TheJCPC'srulingcommuting the death sentences of
six Jamaican prisoners in the case of NevilleLewis and
others had implications for Trinidad and Tobago's
administration of the death penalty (see Jamaica entry).

Corporal punishment

Sentences of flogging or whipping continued tobe
imposed by the courts. In October, the government
informed the UN Human Rights Committee that no
prisoners had been subjected to corporal punishment
in 2000, but that 17 prisoners werewhipped in 1999

Abuses by police

There continued tobereports of ill-treatment and
excessiveforceby the police. In January the Prime
Minister announced that another inquiry would take
place into the police service and convened an
advisory committee to undertake this. Critics noted
that no previous recommendations arising out of
reviews of the police service had ever been
implemented.

In February the National Security Minister stated
that a total of 769 complaints had been submitted and
recordedby the Police Complaints Authority for 1999.

In July the Police Commissioner was criticized by
members of the Commission of Inquiry into the
independence of the judiciary for his vehement public
refutationof allegations made by a religious foundation
regardingthe ill-treatment of homeless children by
police.

&3 On 4Februarya TNTMirror reporter, Nyind
Dwarika, was allegedly beatenby police in San
Fernando, after he stopped to check a man lying on the
ground who appeared to be unconscious. He received
injuries to his chest and knee as a result of beatings
with police batons and was subsequently denied access
to medical attention and legal assistance. He was later
charged with obstructing the police.

Police shootings

There were allegations that police used excessive force.
&3 Ar7-year-old girl, Anisha Neptune, was shot dead
bya Special Reserve Policeman in Diego Martin on

1 May outside the Four Roads Police Station, where she
had gone following the arrest of her brother earlier that
day. The police officer involved allegedly told police
investigators that the girl and her mother had attacked
him with stones, and that his gun had been fired during

243




TUN

this fight. Anisha Neptune’s mother denied thatsucha
fight took place, and claimed that she was gunned down
in cold blood.

Detention conditions

InOctoberpolice officers at the Belmont Police Station
threatened toclose their station because of deplorable
and inhuman conditions. They wereprotesting agatnst
overcrowded and insanitary conditions, where
detaineesspent most of or all day locked 1n
overcrowdedcells without bedding, sleeping onthe
concrete floor, withbuckets for sanitation.

Intimidation and abuse of journalists

The government continued to criticize the press and to
make comments that could incite politically motivated
violence. In January journalists were attacked by
political actvists attending a rally after a speaker told
the crowd the media should be "chased away" and
“humiliated". In February the Prime Minister told a rally
of his supporters to "do them before they do us” and
declared "virtualwar” on the government's opponents
In May, two men entered the home of government critic
and journalist Professor Selwyn Cudjoe and assaulted
his family in what appeared to be a politically
motwvated attack.

Gay men and lesbians

Sexualactsbetween consenting adults of the same sex
remained illegal and gay and lesbian people were
regularly subjected to discrimination and intimidation
The governmentcontinued toattemptto passthe Equal
Opportunities Bill with aclause excluding
discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation. The
Bill failed tobecome law. In September, the Minister for
Trade accused Al of wanting to turn the population of
Trinidad and Tobago "into homosexuals”.

Al country visits

Alvisited Tnidad and Tobago in February and
September.

244

TUNISIA

REPUBLIC OFTUNISIA

Head of state: Zine El ‘Abidine Ben'Ali

Head of government: Mohamed Ghannouchi
Capital: Tunis

Population: 95 million

Official language: Arabic

Death penalty: retentionist

Repression of human rights defenders escalated and
journalists and political activists were targeted by
the police, butresponded with an unprecedented
level of protest against harassment and
intimidation. Torture and ill-treatment in police
stationsand prisons remained widespread and at
leasttwodetainees died in police custody. Three
prisoners of conscience were released but dozens of
others were arrested. Up to 1,000 political prisoners,
most of them prisoners of conscience, remained
detained. Trials of political detainees continued to
violate international standards for fairtrial.
Thousands of former prisoners of conscience and
their relatives, and the families of prisoners and
exiled government opponents, were subjected to
harassment and intimidation. Scores of prisoners
undertook lengthy hunger strikes to demand their
release and to protest at ill-treatment and poor
conditions of detention.

Background

In February and April high-school students and
unemployed youths demonstrated in several towns
against price rises and changes in examination
procedures.

In April the authorities’ decision not to hold a state
funeral for former President Habib Bourguiba
prompted widespread protests.

In May people demonstrated in Bou Salem to protest
at the floods and damage following the authorities’
decision toopen a dam without warning the local
population

Inallcases, thedemonstrationswere forcibly broken
up by police. In some cases demonstrators burned or
damaged cars and public property. Scores were
arrested, including people who had not participated in
violent acts, and dozens were sentenced to prison
terms. in October poiice beat women'’s rights activists
and others who demonstrated peacefully in supportof
the Palestinian people.

The authorities often blocked Internet accessto the
websites of human rights organizations-and the foreign
media, and human rights defenders were often unable
toaccess their own e-mail addresses.

In May, days after criticizing the authorities ina
French newspaper, former journalist Riad Ben Fadhel
was shot and injured outside his home, next to the
presidential palace, in what may have beenan
attempted extrajudicial execution.

Amnesty Insernational Report 2001




Human rights defenders and civil society
activists

The targeting of human rights defenders escalated toan
unprecedented level. Many were prosecuted or
threatened with prosecution, some werebeatenorill-
treated andothers had their telephoneand fax lines cut.

In December Nejib Hosni, a human rights lawyer and
leadingmember of the Conseil national pour les
libertés en Tunisie(CNLT), National Council for
Liberties in Tunisia, was imprisoned for failing to
comply with an arbitrarily imposed five-year ban on
practising law. Earlier in theyear the Tunisian Bar
Council, the only institutioncompetent to suspend or
disbar alawyer, had confirmed that he was never
suspended or disbarred and was fully entitled to
practise law. He remained detained at the end of the
year and was notified that he would also have to serve
the remaining five and a half years of an eight-year
prison sentence imposed in 1996 on trumped-up
charges of forgery.

In December, Moncef Marzouki, a doctor and CNLT
spokesman, was sentenced to one year's imprisonment
for his humanrights activities on behalf of the CNLT. In
July he was arbitrarily dismissed from his postat Sousse
University.

In November the authorities suspended all activities
of the Ligue tunisienne des droits de 'homme (LTDH),
Tunisian Human Rights League, shortly after the
organization's general assemblyhad electedto its
board a majority of outspoken human rights activists.
In December the authorities initiated legal proceedings
against LTDH vice-president Slaheddine Jourchi for a
statement he had signed on behalf of the LTDH after its
suspension.

InJuneFathi Chamkhi, President of the
Rassemblement pour une Alternative Internationale de
Développement(RAID), Rally for an International
AlternativeforDevelopment,and RAID member
Mohamed Chourabiweresentenced toone month's
imprisonment for possessing reports by the RAID and
the CNLT, both of which organizations had been refused
registration by the authorities.

Following national and international protests, the
authoritiesreturned the passports of some human
rights defenders and former prisoners of conscience.
However, throughout the year human rights defenders
were subjected to harassment and intimidation and
their activities and meetings were often broken up or
prevented by the police. Onseveral occasions police ill-
treated human rights activists, including CNLTmembers
Sihem Ben Sedrine, ‘Ali Ben Salem, ‘Omar Mestiri, and
members of the Association tunisiennedes femmes
démocrates (ATDF), Tunisian Association of Democratic
Women.

In December LTDH and CNLTmemberswere prevented
from holdingmeetings and some were ill-treated by
police who blocked access to the meeting places.

CNLT spokesperson Moncef Marzouki remained
banned from leaving the country at the end of the year,
as were CNLT and RAID members ‘Ali Ben Salem, Sadri
Khiari and Mohamed Chourabi, and lawyer ‘Ameur
Rouani.
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Al's Tunisian Sectionalsoremained under
surveillance and in March its members were prevented
from holding a number of public events by police who
manhandled some of its leading members.

Tortureand ill-treatment continued to be widely used
by police to extract confessions in both criminal and
political cases and by prison guards to punish
detainees. A new law, adopted in 1999, making torture
acrime punishable by eight years' imprisonment was
disregarded, and no member of the security forces was
prosecuted for acts of torture committed during2000
or in previous years. The six-day legal maximum limit
on incommunicado detentionalso continued tobe
breached

3 Lotfi Ferhati, a Tunisian living in France, was
arrested in August, when he arrived in Tunisia with his
wife for a family visit. He was held in the Ministry of the
Interior for 18 days, where he said he was suspended by
his feetfrom a pulley and his head was repeatedly
plunged in a bucket of dirty water, causing near-
asphyxiation (known as the bariomethod); keptin
constrained positions; allowedonly aboutone hour's
resta day; and threatened that his wife would be
tortured. He was alleged|y forced to sign an unread
confession admitting to links with an unauthorized
Islamuist group. He was awaiting trial at the end of
theyear.

3 Ridha Jeddi was arrested in September and
reportedly tortured in Menzel Bourguiba police station,
wherehe died later the same day. Police claimed he
committed suicide by hanging but the forensic report
ruled out death by strangulation. At his burial his family
noted bruiseson his face and chest. Aninvestigation
wasreportedly opened but no information could be
obtained by the end of the year.

Conditions in prisons remained very poor, especially
for political prisoners, who were held in overcrowded
cells, where scant hygienic facilities resulted in the
spread of scabies and other skin diseases. Political
detaineeswereoftendenied medical care; forced to
sleep on concrete floors; beaten and ill-treated; placed
in solitary confinement, attimes chained; and denied
access to their families and lawyers.

3 "Abdellatif Bouhayjila, Yassine Benzerti and scores
of other Islamist sympathizers on prolonged hunger
strike to protest against the length and unfairness of
Jjudicial proceedingsand against ill-treatment and
poor conditions of detention, were prevented from
receiving visits from their families and lawyers for
several weeks ata time. ‘Abdellatif Bouhajila was
placed in solitary confinement in October; he was kept
in chains for five days and had to sleep on a concrete
floor. He and scores of others were also beaten and
verbally abused.

Prisoners of conscience

Three prisoners of conscience were released but
dozens of others were arrested. At least three Tunisians
resident abroad werearrested when they went to
Tunisia for family visits,
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3 In june'Abdelmoumen Belanes and Fahem
Boukaddous, supporters of the Parti communiste des
ouvriers tunisiens(PCOT), Tunisian Workers’
Communist Party, were released before completion of
their sentences.
In August Taoufik Chaeb, an Islamist sympathizer,
was released by presidential pardon after a 52-day
hunger strike. He had been tried and sentenced three
times on the same charges.
& In August, Mehdi Zougah, a French-Tunisian
national, and ‘Abderraouf Messa'oudi, resident in
Austria, were arrested on arrival in Tunisia. They had
previously beensentenced inabsent:aon charges of
links with the unauthorized Islamist group al-Nahda
(Renaissance). They remained in detention awaiting
retrial at the end of the year

Several former prisoners of consciencewere
arrested and sentenced to prison terms on charges of
non-compliance with the administrative control
requirements toreportto the police daily or, in some
cases, several times a day. Such measures, at times part
of the sentence and in other cases arbitrarily imposed,
continued to prevent former prisoners from working
and resuming a normal life.
3 InJune, former prisoner of conscience ‘Ali Ben
Salem Sghaier symbolically offered his children for sate
at the localmarket in Douz to protest at the
administrative control measure which prevented him
fromworking and earning a living to feed his seven
children. He was arrested, threatened with
imprisonmentand released, but was rearrested in
August and sentenced to six months' imprisonment on
charges of non-compliance with administrative control
measures. His sentence was upheld on appeal in
September and he continued to serve his sentence at
the end of the year.

Unfair trials

Trial proceedings began against scores of people
arrestedin previous years on political grounds. Many
hadbeenheldlongerthan the 14-month maximum limit
for pre-trial detention. Some detainees were tried in
twoormorecases on similar charges and in relationto
the same events, in breach of the rule againstdouble
Jjeopardy. Lawyerswereoften prevented from visiting
their clients or wererefused access to their clients'
files, and some prisoners were summarily tried without
their lawyers havingbeen notified of the date of the
hearing.

&3 Ahmed 'Amari wasdeportedfromLibyainigg7
with dozens of other Islamist supporters, tortured in
secret detention, and sentenced totwoandfiveyears’
imprisonment respectively in June 1998 and June 1999.
His lawyers were refused access to the documents
relating to these trials. In 2000, he was being tried in
threedifferent cases in which the main charge was
"membership of a criminal gang”, a charge widely used
against political opponents of the government.

3 InSeptember the trial began of'Abdellatif
Bouhayjila, Yassine Benzertiand atleast seven other
Islamist supporters arrested in September 1998 and
accused of having links with an unauthorized
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associationand intelligence with a foreign power,
reported to be Iran. No evidence was produced to
support these chargesand it was believed that they
were tried for their links with exiled Tunisian
governmentopponents. In November they were
sentenced to up to 17 years' imprisonment, after the
defence lawyers withdrew from the trial in protest at
the unfairness of the procedings, ‘Abdellatif Bouhajila
and Yassine Benzerti, who had been onhungerstrike
for more than 80 days, could not stand, sit up or speak.

Intergovernmental organizations

The UN Special Rapporteur on the promotionand
protection of the right to freedom of opinion and
expression issued a report following his visit to Tunisia
in December 1999 and stronglycondemned the
restrictions imposed by the authorities on such
liberties.

Injune and December, the European Parliament
adopted two resolutions condemning the lack of
freedom of association and expression, calling on the
Tunisian government to end human rights violations
and allow political pluralism, and calling on the
European Commission to present a report on Tunisia.

Al country reports and visits

Reports

« The administration of justice in Tunisia: Torture,
trumped-up charges and a tainted trial (Al Index: MDE
30/004/2000), issued jointly by Al, Human Righte
Watch and the fédération internationale des ligues
des droite de I'homme (FIDH), International Federation
of Human Rights

Visite

In July the authorities refused entry to Tunisia to a joint

AI-FIDH delegation; both theAl researcher and the FIDH

President had been banned from Tunisiasince 1994 and

1995 respectively. The government did not respond to

any of Al's communications seeking information and

raising concerns about specific cases.
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TURKEY

REPUBLIC OF TURKEY

Head of state: Ahmet Necdet Sezer (replaced Siileyman
Demirel in May)

Head of government: Biilent Ecevit

Capital: Ankara

Population: 66.6 million

Official language: Turkish

Death penalty: abolitionist in practice

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; international
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights;
Optional Procotol to the UN Children’s Convention on
the involvement of children in armed conflict; Optional
Protocol to the UN Women's Convention

Human rights defenders continued toface
harassment and intimidation; branches of human
rights associations were temporarily closed and
board members puton trial. Writers, politicians,
religious leaders, human rights defenders and many
othersweretried and imprisoned for exercising their
right to freedom of expression, particularly when
they expressed opinions on the Kurdish question or
the role of Islam. Torture remained widespread and
the perpetrators wererarely brought to justice.
Prisoners were killed and seriously wounded when
protests against the replacing of dormitories with
smaller cells were ended with force. There were
concerns that conditions in the new smaller cells
could amount tocruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment. Some 2,000 suspected membersof the
militant Islamist organization Hizbullah were
arrested; some were held in prolonged police
detention. The bodies of dozens of people were
exhumed; the killings were attributed to Hizbullah. A
number of political killings were reported. The de
factomoratorium on executions was upheld.

Background

Although the conditions set out in December 1999 for
accepting Turkey as a candidate for membership of the
European Union (EV) included an improvement in the
country's human rights record, no substantivereforms
or improvements were recorded in 2000. The
government committed itself to a schedule for reforms,
but major legal changes were envisaged only for 2001 or
2002. The Chairman of the High CoordinationBoardfor
Human Rights drafted aproposalfor steps tobe taken
to meet the Copenhagen political criteria, a
precondition for the start of accession negotiations
with the EU. Arevised version of thisreportwas
adopted in September.

The former head of the Constitutional Court, Ahmet
Necdet Sezer, was elected President in early May and
made several speeches in which he stressed the
importance of human rights, the rule of law and
democracy.
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The armed conflict between government forces and
theKurdistan Workers' Party (PKK) effectively came to
anendinigggand only afew clashes between the
Turkish army and dissident PKK groupswere reported.
Nevertheless, repression of political parties and
organizations in southeastern Turkey, which hasa
mainly Kurdish population, continued unabated.
Representatives of the pro-Kurdish People’s
Democracy Party (HADEP) werearrested and puton
trial. Numerous associations and media companies
were closed and demonstrations, meetings and other
public events were banned.

Torture/ ill-treatment

Torture was widespread. Therewerenumerous reports
oftorture andill-treatment of men, women and
children, mainly fromwestern cities, the southeast and
the region around Adana in the south. Many of the
victims were political activists, including supportersof
lefust, pro-Kurdish and Islamist groups. Despite
intimdation and fearof reprisals, dozens of allegations
of torture werereceived from peoplearrestedon
criminal charges. Other victims of torture andill-
treatmentincluded Kurdish villagers, relatives of
political activists, students and women's groups.
Allegations were also received from police officersand
leading figures in organized crime.

Torture and ill-treatment occurred mainly in police
and gendarmerie stations during the firstdays after
arrest. The most frequently reported methods included
severe beatings, prolonged blindfolding, suspensionby
the arms or wrists, electric shocks, sexual abuse, and
food and sleep deprivation.

3 Ramazan Tekin, Deputy Mayor of Diyarbakir, was
arrested in January and held for 10 daysat Diyarbakir
Gendarmerie where he was reportedly beaten,
suspended by the arms, sexually abusedand given
electric shocks. Doctors from the Forensic Institute
whoexamined him reportedly confirmedthat his ribs
werebrokenand hiskidneys damaged. His lawyer filed
aformal complaint against the security officers
suspected of being responsible, but the governor of
Diyarbakir did not give permission for the two
gendarmes to be prosecuted.

Rape in custody

Rape and sexual assault by members of the security
forces continued to bereported. During
incommunicadodetentionin police or gendarmerie
custody, women and men were routinely stripped
naked. Methods of sexual abuse reported included
electricshocksand beating on the gemitals and
women's breasts and rape.

3 Azime Arzu Torun was reportedly raped by
gendarmes and prisonguards with a truncheon when
security officersended the inmates’ protest in Burdur
prisonons July. She was also said to have beenexposed
tosexual harassment while giving her testimony to an
inspector.

Suspected Islamists

Some 2,000 alleged members of Hizbullah were
arrested following the launch of an extensive
operation against the organization by the security
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forcesin January. Subsequently, the bodies of some 67
people were exhumed; their abduction and murder
were attributed to Hizbullah. Some observers claimed
that Hizbullah had beenacting in collusion with parts
of the Turkishsecurity forces during the armed
conflict. Some of those detained in the raid against
Hizbullahwereheldin police detention for prolonged
periods during which they were at risk of torture and
ill-treatment. The maximum period for police and
gendarmeriedetention issevendays and, in the
provinces under State of Emergency. to days.
However, several of these detainees were held for
much longer periods.

3 Fahrettin Ozdemir wasdetained in February and
laterindicted in the main Hizbullahtrial in which he and
14 others were charged with some 150 murdersand in
whichthedeathsentence wassought. On 10 July. in the
first trial session, he stated that he had been held in
police custodyfora total of 59 days and that he was
given electric shocks and suspended by the arms, and
histesticlesweresqueezed andbeatenat the Police
Headquarters in Gaziantep.

Parliamentary Human Rights Commission

The Parhamentary Human Rights Commission
published nine reportson their investigations into
torture and ill-treatment. They had interviewed prison
inmates in various provinces and subsequently carried
out unannounced on-the-spot visits to detention
centres where there had been frequent allegations of
torture and ill-treatment. For example, in Istanbul the
Commission found equipment used for suspending
detainees by the arms. The reports, which contained
pictures of detention places, interrogation rooms and
torture equipment, as well as the transcripts of
interviews, representedan extraordinary step forward
in official circles in documenting and acknowledging
torture.

Prisons

There were reports of poor medical carein prisons
and beatings during transfersto and from prison.
Most prisonerswere housed in large dormitories
holding 60 or more prisoners, but wingsbasedona
cell system were added to many prisons and n new
prisons with small cells were being built. There was
concernthatregimes of isolation already practised in
Kartal and Imrali prisons might be extended to the
new prisons.

FromOctober, more than 1,000 prisoners
participated in a hunger strike against the new prisons.
On igDecember the securtty forces conducted an
operationin 20 prisons in which dozens of prisoners
died. Hundreds of prisoners were beatenbefore, during
andafter their transfer tothreenewprisonswhere they
weresubjected to solitary confinement and small-
groupisolation.

& Onsjulypolitical prisonersinBurdur prison
barricaded themselves in dormitories. Accordingto the
prisoners, the security forces threw smoke bombs, tear
gasand nerve gas into the dormitories and started to
break down the walls with bulldozers. Theprisoners
said the security forces attacked them with iron poles,
truncheons, roof tiles and stones, dragging
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unconscious prisoners out of the dormitories with long-
handled hooks. Lawyers permitted to meet some of the
prisonerson 8 July noted that all had signs of severe
injuries on the visible parts of their bodies, and had
difficulty breathing and speaking.

Impunity

The authorities remained reluctant to investigate
allegations of torture. Officers accused of torture were
rarely suspended from duty, and in some cases
received promotions. It was difficult to establish who
was responsible as detainees were almost invariably
blindfolded during interrogation and custody records
were often poorly maintained or non-existent.
Medical evidence of torture was frequently
suppressed. Medical officerswho falsified reports
were promoted while doctors who carried out their
duties scrupulously wereharassed, put on trial or
imprisoned. The intimidation of witnesses and a
generalized climate of fear also contributed to
impunity, as did prosecutors' reluctance toinvestigate
the work of security force officers. Judgesoften
refused to investigate allegations of torture and
accepted confessions extracted under torture as
evidence, in violation of the UN Convention against
Torture. Under the 1999 Law on the Prosecution of
Civil Servants the permission of a senior official is
required forthe prosecution of suspected human
rights abusers.

3 In July 1999 Cevat Soysal was reportedly abducted
in Moldova, taken to Turkey and held for 10 days in
incommunicadodetention. He reported thatat the
Turkish Secret Service (MIT) headquarters he was given
electric shocks, hung by the arms, forced to lie naked
onice, sprayed with pressurizedwater, deprived of
sleep, beatenand forced to swallow a drug. At their
meeting Cevat Soysal's lawyer noted needle marks,
bruising and other signs consistent with his client's
allegations of torture. In November 1999, the
prosecutordecidednottoopena trial againstthe
alleged torturers; the Office of the Prime Minister had
informed him that a prosecution would not be
appropriate. InJanuary and February 2000 the appeals
of CevatSoysal and his lawyers against the decision not
to prosecute the suspected torturers werere jected. At
the end of 2000 Cevat Soysal remained imprisoned on
charges of separatism and being a leading member of
the PKK.

No justice for women raped in custody

By November, 132 women — g7 of them Kurds — had
sought helpfroma legal aid project in Istanbul set up to
bring perpetrators to justice. Forty-five of the women
alleged that they had beenraped and 87reported other
formsof sexual abuse. The suspected perpetrators —
overwhelmingly police officers, although allegations
were alsomade against gendarmes, soldiers, and
village guards — were rarely brought to justice.

3 In November 1996, a young Kurdish woman,
Zeynep Avq, arrested during an operation against the
PKK, was subjected to sexual harassment, rape and
electricshocksat lzmir Police Headquarters. The
authorities not only failed to initiate prompt,
comprehensive and impartial investigations into
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these allegations, but also exposed Zeynep Avci to
additional gender-based discrimination. inan
apparent attempt to discredit her, allegations of a
previous abortion were submitted to the European
Court of Human Rightstowhich she had meanwhile
filed an application.

Prisoners of conscience
Writers, publishers, researchers, environmentalists,
trade unionists, local and national politicians, religious
leaders, humanrights defenders and many others
continued to be imprisoned or tried for exercising their
right to freedom of expression, particularly on issues
related to the Kurdish question or the role of Islam in
politics.
€3 In july the Appeal Court upheld a sentence of one
year's imprisonment against Necmettin Erbakan, the
former leader of the banned Islamist Welfare Party.
Necmettin Erbakan had been sentenced in March 2000,
for aspeech he delivered in February 1994 during local
elections. In his speech Necmettin Erbakan had
criticized the representatives of other parties for “false
beliefs” and beingdependent on the West. He had also
referred explicitly to aKurdishelectorate. There was
no incitement to violence in his speech.
Human rights defenders
Human rights defenders continued toface harassment
and intimidation. Human Rights Association (IHD)
branches in Van, Gaziantep and Malatya wereclosed
indefinitely and those in Diyarbakir and Konya were
closed temporarily. The Urfa branch of the islamic-
oriented humanrights organization Mazlum Derwas
reopened in April, but the Malatya branch remained
closed. Doctors and other staff of the Human Rights
Foundation inTurkey (TIHV) working on the
documentation and treatment of torture in lzmir were
putontrial. Doctors in Istanbul who certified torture
were also harassed. Trials were continuingagainst a
number of lawyers as well as representatives of IHD
and Mazium Der.
&3 AkinBirdal, former President of the IHD, was
imprisoned between March and September to serve the
remainder of two one-year sentencesimposed for
speeches in connection with World Peace Day in 1995
and 1996. He had been temporarily released from
prison on 25 September 1999 to enable him toreceive
proper medical treatment, but was banned from
leaving the country and thus prevented from taking
advantage of offers of specialized medical treatment
abroad. In March 2000 the prosecutor re jected his
applicationfor the postponement of his sentence on
medical grounds.

Death penalty

With the decision in january to halt the procedures
related to Abdullah Ocalan’sdeath sentence, the de
facto moratorium on executions was upheld. However,
at least Bodeath sentences were passed in the first i1
monthsofthe year, 280fwhich were later commuted to
prison terms. By the end of the year the death sentences
of 71 other people had been upheld by the Appeal Court
and submitted to parliament for final confirmation.
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Other concerns
A number of possible extrajudicial executions were
reported.
&3 Three villagers were killed on 19 October in the
southeastern province of Hakkari. A fourth villager was
wounded and subsequently taken into gendarmerie
custody. The circumstances of thekillings were
disputed

Numerous deliberate and arbitrary killings were
attributed to armed opposition groups.

More than a hundred "disappearances” from
previous years remained unresolved. Some new cases
were reported.

Al country reports and visits
Reports

« Turkey: Torture — a major concern in 1999 (Al Index:
EUR44/018/2000)

* Turkey: Amnesty International's recommendationsto
the government (Al index: EUR 44/019/2000)

« Turkey: The alleged torture of Cevat Soysal at National
Intelligence Agency Headquarters, Ankara (Al Index:
EUR 44/036/2000)

« Turkey: New law on the prosecution of civil servants —
not a majorstep towards ending impunity fortorturers
(Al Index: EUR 44/038/2000)

« Turkey: Torturers of mother and infant go free (Al
Index: EUR 44/061 /2000)

« Turkey: Amnesty International's continuing concerns
and the EU Accession Partnership with Turkey (Al
Index: EUR 44/068/2000)

Visits

Al delegates visited Turkey in April and Novemberto

research human nghts violations. Al trial observers

visited Turkey in February, March, May, June and August.
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TURKMENISTAN

TURKMENISTAN

Head of state and government: Saparmurad Niyazov
Capital: Ashgabat

Population: 4.4 million

Official language: Turkmen

Death penalty: abolitionist for all cnmes

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Second Optional
Protocol to the international Covenant on Civil and
Political Righs, aiming at the abolition of the death
penalty

A prominent opposition activist was sentenced to
imprisonment. Members of unregistered religious

d inations and their families continued to report
frequent harassment by the authorities, including
deportation andinternalexile. There was concern for
the health of political prisoners.

Prisoner of conscience
In February NurberdiNurmamedov, co-chair of the
opposition movement Agzybirlik and one of the few
opposition figures to openly criticize President
Niyazov's policies, was sentenced tofive years’
imprisonment. At the same trial Nurberdi
Nurmamedov's 25-year-old son, Murad Nurmamedov,
was sentenced to a suspended two-year prison sentence
and confined tolive in Ashgabat for five years. Despite
anofficial invitation to send trial observers,
representatives of foreign embassies and of the
Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe
(OSCE) wererefused access to the court. Al believes that
the charges of "hooliganism” brought against Nurberdi
Nurmamedov were fabricated, that he was imprisoned
for his peaceful opposttion activities, and that his son
was put on trial in order to putpressureon him.
Appeals against their sentences were turned down in
March. Thetwo lawyers representing Nurberdi
Nurmamedov at the appeal reportedly left the
courtroombeforethe end of the hearing in protest at
violations of international fair trial standards. At the
end of March Nurberdi Nurmamedov was reportedly
forcedto publicly confess his guilt on television. In
September unofficial sources reported that Nurberdi
Nurmamedov had been transferred from Turkmenbashi
maximum security prison to a prison near Kyzylkayain
the south of Turkmenistan. As a result of poor prison
conditions his health had apparently deteriorated
sharply and he was reported to be suffering from an
acutestomach ulcer. Nurberdi Nurmamedov was
released on 23 December under a presidential amnesty.
Earlier in December he reportedly had to repent on
state television and swear an oath of loyalty to
President Niyazov.

Political prisoners
Following an official wisit in May, the OSCE Chairman-
in-Office said she was deeply disappointed at President
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Niyazov's unwillingness torelease political prisoners as
requestedbythe OSCE.

3 There was concern that the lives of political
prisoners Mukhametkuli Aymuradov and Pirimkuli
Tangrykulievwereindangerfollowing reports that
their health had deterioratedsharply as a result of poor
prison conditions and the absence of medical care.
According to reports, Pirimkuli Tangrykuliev was
beaten repeatedly by prison guards. He was released
under the December presidential amnesty. He was
reportedly forced to repent on state television and
swear an oath of loyalty to President Niyazov.

Repression of religious minorities

Humanrights violations by law enforcement officials
against religious believers continued to be reported.
Peaceful religious meetings in private homes were
broken up and the participants fined or detained for
short periods; religious materials were confiscated and
places of worship destroyed; religious believers were
physically and verbally abused and some were
imprisoned because of their religion. A number of
foreign missionaries were deported.

Internal exile

Somereligious activists had their freedom of movement
within Turkmenistan restricted through the use of
residence permits.

3 Artygul Atakova, the wife of Shagildy Atakov, and
their five children were deported to the village of
Kaakhka in February and putunder "village arrest".
Shagildy Atakov, an ethnic Turkmen member of a
Baptist congregation in Turkmenbashi, continued to
servea four-year prisonsentencein a corrective labour
camp. His supportersbelieved that the true reasonfor
his imprisonment was his religious affiliation. Shagildy
Atakov'sbrother, Chariyar, was administratively
detained for 15 days; the reason for his detention was
notclear. In February a younger brother of Shagildy
Atakov was found hanged. The circumstances
surrounding his death remained unclear.

3 InFebruary,72-year-old Khodzha Akhmed
Orazgylych, a Muslimcleric, wasarrested and charged
with "swindling”. In a radio interview, he had
reportedly criticized an invitation by President Niyazov
atthe end of 1999 for children to celebrate the new year
by dancing around a Christmas tree chanting aprayer
tothe President. Around a month later Khodzha
Akhmed Orazgylych was said to have been amonga
group of prisoners taken to meet President Niyazov.
The cleric reportedly asked for forgiveness, and
President Niyazov replaced a possible prison term with
internal exile in a village inKhodzha Akhmed
Orazgylych's home region.

Conscientious objectors

Information came to light that conscientious
objectors Roman Sidelnikov, Oleg Voronin and Roman
Karimov had beenreleased under a presidential
amnesty in 1999. However, conscientious objectors to
military service continued to be sentencedto prison
terms
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&3 Two Jehovah's Witnesses wereimprisoned for their
conscientious objection to military service, Nuryagdy
Garrov was serving a one-year prison sentence,
imposed in January, in theTedzhen corrective labour
colony. He reportedly did not benefit from the 1999
amnestybecausehe refused toswear the oath of
allegiance to President Niyazov. Igor Nazarov, who was
also detained in the Tedzhen corrective labour colony,
was serving a second prison term imposed in March; he
had previously been sentenced to a suspended two-
year term.

Al country report
« Turkmenistan: Harassmentand imprisonment of
religious believers (Al Index: EUR 61/007/2000)

UGANDA

REPUBLIC OF UGANDA

Head of state: Yoweri Museveni

Head of government: Apollo Nsibambi
Capital: Kampala

Population: 21.7 million

Official language: English

Death penalty: reteationist

Gross human rights abuses by armed opposition
groups, including killings and abductions, continued
throughout 2000. Torture and possible extrajudicial
executions by the security forces were reported. The
Ugandan army was accused of human rights
violationsincluding torture in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo {DRC). Meetings by political
parties and others, peaceful demonstrations and
strikes were disrupted by the security forces,
sometimes violently. Scores of political prisoners,
some of whom may have been prisoners of
conscience, were arrested. Prison conditions were
harsh. At least 10 people were sentenced to death,
but no one was executed.

Background

Human rights abuses by armed opposition groups
increased during 2000. The Amnesty Act, which came
intoforce in December 1999 and offered an amnesty
to all rebel fighters who gave themselves up, was
extended in July to the end of the year. The
Commission to implement the Act was not set up until
June and washamperedby under-funding. Under an
agreement between Uganda and Sudan, Uganda
returned more than 70 Sudanese prisoners of war, but
largenumbers of abducted children held in Sudan in
campsrunbythe Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) were
not returned. Of the 10,000 children estimated by the
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UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) to have been abducted
by the LRAsince 1994, more than,000 remained
unaccounted for. Although the government of Sudan
had stated that the people 1t returned would be
primarily abducted children still held in LRA camps,
theseappeared to be less than half of thosereturned.

In June a referendum was held tochoosea political
systeminpreparationfor the 2001 presidential and
parliamentaryelections. The referendum approved
President Yoweri Museveni's "Movement” system,
which does not allow political parties to contest
elections. In August the Referendum and Other
Provisions Act was annulled by the Constitutional
Court, followinga petition by the opposition
Democratic Party, on the grounds that it had been
passed into law without a quorum. In response, the
governmentenacted the Constitutional Amendments
Act inSeptember, whichincreased the power of
parliament, barred courts from inquiring into
parliamentary proceedings, and reduced the
requirement for a parliamentary quorum.

In September the Ugandan Human Rights
Commissionopened anofficeinSoroti districtand the
army set up a human rights desk in Luwero district.

Lord's Resistance Army

There was an increase in abuses by the LRA in 2000,
primarily against civilian targets. Killings, torture,
including rape, and abductions, particularly of
children, werereportedthroughout theyear, mainly in
the northern districts of Gulu andKitgum. Abducted
children were forced to become child soldiers, and girls
wereused by LRA commanders as sexual slaves, Nearly
80 per cent of LRA combatants wereabducted children,
accordingto estimates.

3 InMay, 16 childrenbetween the ages of nine and 18
were reportedly abductedbytheLRAin Gulu district.
3 In October a two-year-old child was among five
civilians abducted in Alero sub-county.

&3 InOctober Father Rafaelle Di Bari, an Italian priest
whohad lived in Uganda for over 30 years, was kilted by
the LRA on the road to his home in Kitgum district. His
death was followed by a grenade attack by the LRAon
OpitTravellers Inndiscohall in Gulu town, which left
nine people killed and scoresinjured. Bothattacks
appeared to be Inresponseto a renewal of the
agreementbetween Sudan and Uganda in September in
which the Sudanese government agreed to forcethe
LRAtomoveits bases 1,000km from the border.

Allied Democratic Front

Abuses in western Uganda by the Allied Democratic
Front (ADF), based in the DRC, continued throughout
2000. They included killings, maimings and abductions
of civilians, including children, to become soldiers.
Although security in Kasese, Kabarole and Bundibugyo
districts improved a little, attacks by the ADF spread to
Bushenyi, Hoima, Kibaale and Mbarara districts during
the year.

&3 In August, seven people were killed in one attack
by the ADF in Bushenyi district.
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Human rights violations by security forces
Reports ofhuman rights violations by the security
forces, including possible extrajudicial executions,
torture and detention without trial, continued. There
were reports of human rights violations by the army,
the Ugandan People’s Defence Forces (UPDF), fighting
in support of rebel forces in the DRC.

3 In April Ugandan troops were reportedly involved
in deliberate and arbitrary killings of members of the
Lendu ethnic group in Kibali-Ituri province, and in
otherabuses. Atleast7oounarmedcivilians were
reportedly killed when Ugandan and Rwandese troops
fought for control ofKisangani in June and July. In
August over 100 children were reportedly taken from
the DRC to Jinja in Uganda by government forces for
military training. More than 4,000 members of the
UPDF were withdrawn from the DRC by September.
Political prisoners

Scores of people, including some possible prisoners of
conscience, were briefly detained without charge or
trial, oftenin military barracks. Themajority of
detainees were suspected members or supporters of
armed opposition groups.

3 InFebruary, two men were reportedly arrested by
the army and held in incommunicado detention in
military barracks in Mbarara district for more than
three months before being released without charge.
&3 In June Azia Turigye was reportedly arrested by the
police in Bushenyi district and handed over to the UPDF
in Mbarara. She was held illegally inincommunicado
detention at an undisclosed location for two months
beforebeingcharged with treason and held on remand
in Luzira prison.

At least 75 prisonerswerepardonedunder the
Amnesty Act, some of whom had been held without trial
ontreason charges for more than threeyears. The
Amnesty Commission reported that it had received over
300 applications from prisoners detained in Luzira
prison, the majority of whom were held on treason
charges. More than 2,000 refugees in Narrobi, Kenya,
mainly former members of the LRA, were still waiting for
their applications to be processed by theend of 2000

There were reports of torture and possible extrajudicial
executions by members of the UPDF, members of Local
Defence Units (LDU) and the police.

3 InAugustHafusa Muzamili wasreportedly raped
and killed by UPDF soldiers from the army
headquarters at Bombo, Luwero district.

3 InSeptember, 18LDUmembers reportedly forced
more than 15,000 villagers in Kapchorwa district to flee
their homes. The LDU members attacked local home
guards at the sub-county prison who were holding
three LDUmembers accused of beating Simon Kitiyo, an
alleged thief, into a coma. One civilian and two LDU
memberswere injured and three killed.

Freedom of assembly and association

Despite legislative changes in preparation for the
referendum on the political system, restrictions to
preventpolitical parties contesting elections remained.
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Scores of prisoners of conscience were arrested for
short periods after public meetings and peaceful
demonstrations organized by political parties, human
rights groups and others were broken up by the police,
sometimesviolently.

& In May in Mbaledistrict, police officers dispersed a
crowd and arrested participants at a seminar on the
referendum organized by the Uganda Young Congress,
youth wing of the opposition Uganda People's Congress.
3 In June, 1 students were arrested in Kampala and
charged with "misconduct and alarming the President”,
which carries a life sentence, after they attempted to
disrupt a rally by the President at Makerere University
Theywerereportedly carrying anti-Movement placards
and shouting slogans.

3 InSeptemberseveral people were injured when
police violently dispersed ameetingin Gulu district to
celebrate the fifth anniversary of the Uganda Young
Democrats

Freedom of expression

Journalists continued to face harassment and arbitrary
arrest

©3 InFebruary, two journalists, Frank Bagonza Kimome
and Joseph Kasimbazi, weredetained by the armyfora
week and subsequently charged with publishing false
news after Voice of Tororadio falsely reported that over
30 people had been killed by the ADF. The station
retracted the report shortly after it was broadcast. The
case had not come to court by the end of 2000.

3 The case against the three senior editors of the
independent daily The Monitor—Charles Onyango-
Obbo, David Ouma Balikowa and Wafula Oguttu—
beganin September. Theyhadbeen charged in May
1999 withseditionand publishing a false statement
following the publication of a photograph allegedly
showingmembers of the UPDF assaultinga woman.

Prison conditions

Prison conditions remained harsh and life threatening.
Both civilian and military prisons had high mortality
ratesfromovercrowding, malnutrition, diseases spread
by insanitary conditions, and HIV/AIDS. Pre-trial
detainees comprised nearly three quarters of the
prison population. The average time in pre-trial
detention was two to three years. Because of lack of
spacein juvenile facilities, juveniles were often
imprisoned with adults.

Death penalty

Atleast 10 people were sentenced to death, including
onewoman. At least it members of the UPDF had their
sentences quashed on appeal, includingtwowho had
beeninprisonawaitingappealformorethanu years. In
July President Museveni commuted the death sentences
of 16 prisoners to life imprisonment and pardoned over
500 other prisoners. There were more than 260
prisoners under sentence of death at the end of 2000.

Al visit
Al delegates visited Uganda in April. They met
journalisss, human rights organizations and others.
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UKRAINE

UKRAINE

Headof state: Leonid Kuchma

Head of government: ViktorYushchenko

Capital: Kiev

Population: 50.7 million

Official language: Ukrainian
Deathpenalty:abolitionistforall crimes

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the involve-
ment of children in armed conflict; Optional Protocol to
the UN Women's Convention; Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court; Protocol No. 6 to the
European Convention on Human Rights concerning the
abolition of the death penalty

Ukraine removed the death penalty from it criminal
code. There were a significant number of allegations
of policeill-treatment and torture of detainees.
Aliegations that military conscripts were subjected to
violent treatment known as “hazing" were also
received. An independent journalist apparently
“disappeared"”. The Ukrainian coastguard reportedly
used excessive force against Turkish fishermen in the
Black Sea, resulting in one death. Ukraine lacked a
genuine civilian alternative service to military service.

Death penalty

The Constitutional Court ruled on 30 December 1999
thatarticles in thecriminal codeprovidingfor the
death penalty wereunconstitutional, Following the
Court'sdecision, on 22 February 2000the Ukrainian
parliament, Verkhovna Rada, removed the death
penalty fromthe criminal code. It also ratified Protocol
No. 6 to the European Convention on Human Rights in
line with Ukraine’s commitments to the Council of
Europe, which it had joined in1995.

Torture/ ill-treatment
Ill-treatment and torture of detainees by law
enforcement officials appeared to berelatively
widespread. A delegation of the European Committee
for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or
DegradingTreatment or Purishment undertook a 16-
day visit to Ukraine in September, after having visited
the countryin 1999 and 1998. Reports of the visits had
notbeen made public by the end of 2000.
3 Anatoly Voskoboinikov was allegedly forced to sign
aconfession at the Ministry of the interior in Enakievo
inNovember 1998. According to the Kharkov Group for
Human Rights Protection, police officers handcuffed his
wristsunder hiskneesandslotted alength of wood
between his arms and chest, then lifted him up by the
piece of woodand hung him between twotables. The
police officers allegedly then punched and kicked him
while hewassuspended inthis painful position.
Therewerereports of ill-treatment and tortureof
young conscripts in the Ukrainian army. Each year a
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number are reportedly driven to suicide and desertion
asa result of hazing at the hands of other soldiers and
officers.

&3 Between May 1998 and September 1999, 18 recruits
who had deserted from their units appealed for help
fromthe Kharkov Union of Soldiers’ Mothers. Sixteen of
them stated that they had deserted because they had
been subjected to hazing.

Possible ‘disappearance’

GeorglyGongadze, a 3i-year-old investigative
Journalist, failed to return home on the evening of 16
September. He was editor of the Internet newspaper
Ukrayinskaya Pravda and an independent radio
journalist, and had criticized members of the
governmentand their allegedly corrupt relationship
with powerful interest groups. In June he reportedly
wrote an open letter to the Procurator General after
beingforced into hiding by police harassment. Al called
for animmediate and impartial investigationinto his
apparent "disappearance”.

On 3 November adecapitatedbody was found in a
shallow grave in woodland in the Tarashcha Rayon
area, near the capital, Kiev. The body was later
reportedly identified as the missing journalist. Later in
November the former presidential candidate and
leader of the Socialist Party of Ukraine, Olexandr
Moroz, claimed to have in his possession an audiotape
recording of PresidentKuchma, allegedly made bya
formerofficer of the Ukrainian State Security Service, in
conversationwiththe Minister of theInterior, Yury
Kravchenko, and the Chairman of the Presidential
Administration, Volodymyr Lytvy. The recording
allegedly implicated themin the "disappearance” of
Georgly Gongadze. President Kuchma and his
colleagues vociferously denied the allegations and
threatened Olexandr Moroz with libel action.

Excessive use of force

In March the Ukraiman coastguard fired shells at
Turkish fishing vessels in the Black Sea in two separate
incidents. Al expressed concern that the use of shells
by the coastguard tostop fishing vessels may have
represented unreasonable and excessive use of force.
&3 On22MarchaTurkish fisherman, Gurmiz Cinar,
was killed and one of his colleagues was injured by a
shell firedby the Ukrainian coastguard. The Turkish
vessel was fishing illegally in Ukrainian waters around
200km from Odessa.

Harsh prison conditions

Conditions in prisons and pre-trial detention centres
continued to fall below international minimum
standards, and amounted to cruel, inhumanor
degrading treatment. Prisoners were poorly fed,
received inadequate medical care and were held in
poorly heated and ventilated conditions in
overcrowded cells.

Conscientious objectors
The alternative civilian service to military service in
Ukraine extends only to those who object to military
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serviceo nreligious grounds and belong to religious
organizations registered with the state. At 36 months, it
is also twice as long as military service.

Oni2July Andrij Tvardijevych, an 18-year-old
conscientious objector, was given asuspended one-
year prison sentence and fined by a court in Kiev for
refusing to serve in the army for reasons of conscience,

Al country report
« Concernsin Europe, January ~ June 2000: Ukraine
(Al Index: EUR 01/003/2000)

UNITED ARAB
EMIRATES

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

Head of state: Al-Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al-Nahyan
Head of government: Al-Sheikh Maktum bin Rashid al-
Maktum

Capital: Abu Dhabi

Population: 2.6 million

Official language: Arabic

Death penalty: retentionist

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Rome Statute of
the International Criminal Court

Atleast 15 death sentences and 18 flogging
sentences were reportedly handed down during
2000, although the true figuresmay havebeen
higher. Atleasttwo death sentenceswere
commuted, while five others were upheld on appeai.
Therewere no reported executions.

Background

The authorities announced a crack-down on drug
offenders, following areported 60 percent rise in drug-
related offences during 1999. Twelve of the i5 death
sentences handed down in 2000 were for drug-related
offences.

Death sentences

Atleast 15 people, all foreign nationals, were sentenced
to death during the year. Among them was Kartini bint
Karim, an Indonesian national, who was sentenced in
February bya Shari'a(islamic) court in the Emirate of
Fujairah to bestoned to death, reportedly after she had
confessed to adultery (see below).

During the year, appeal courts in Dubai upheld five
death sentences. In March, the death sentences against
two men, originally handed down in 1997 for drug-
related offences, were upheld. In April the death
sentence against an Afghan national, originally handed
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down in January for drug-related offences, was also
upheld. Injune, the death sentence against a Pakistan
national, originally handed down in February for drug-
related offences, was upheld. In July, the death
sentence previously passedon an Indian national for
murder was also upheld.

Commutation of death sentences

The sentence of stoning to death against Kartini bint
Karimwas commuted on appeal in April to one year's
imprisonment and deportation. During her appeal,
Kartini bint Karim reportedly denied confessing to the
offence of adultery. As she had already spent 10 months
in prison when her sentence was commuted, under
United Arab Emirates law this time wasdeductedfrom
her one-yearsentence, after which she was deported.
The court also sentenced in absentia the man involved
inthe case, an Indian national who had fled the
country, to one year's imprisonment.

InApril there werereports that Khalid Al-Malla, a
Pakistan national reportedly sentenced to death for
murder at the age of 14, was pardoned after having
spent 10 years indetention in Ras al-Khaimah. His
release and deportation reportedly followed the
payment of bloodmoney (diya) of approximately
US$45,000 to the murder victim's family.

Cruel judicial punishments

Atleast 18 sentences of cruel, inhuman or degrading
punishments such as flogging were passed during the
year; n of them were handed down in the Emirateof
Fujairah. Ten of the 18 sentenceswereallegedly for
adultery and n of those sentenced were foreign
nationals.

Injune a Shari'acourtinRas al-Khaimah
reportedly sentenced Pakistan nationals Jamilah Rasul
and Mohammad Ish ‘ar to 150 lashes and 9o lashes
respectively, to be followed by prison terms and
deportation, foradultery.

S InNovember, a Shari'acourt in Fujairah reportedly
sentencedPifatool Karima, an Indonesian national, to
120 lashes and 14 months’ imprisonment, to be followed
by deportation, for adultery.

Freedom of expression

In September there were unconfirmed reports that the
Ministry of Information had made a number of rulings
resulting in several academics and journalists being
banned from writing or publishing materials in the
media The rulings also reportedly required newspaper
publishers to obtain ministerial permission before they
could employ columnists to write for their newspapers.
Several radio and television programs were also
reportedly suspended in Abu Dhabi.




UNITED KINGDOM

UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND
NORTHERN IRELAND

Head of state: QueenElizabeth II

Headof government: Tony Blair

Capital: London

Population: 58.8 million

Official language: English
Deathpenalty:abolitionistforall crimes

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol to the UN Children’s Convention on the involve-
ment of children in armed conflict

The Human Rights Act came intoforce in October,
incorporating most of the European Convention on
Human Rights into domestic law. Negotiations
concerning the implementation ofthe Multi-Party
Agreement in Northern Ireland continued, but
killings, bombings and beatings persisted. In the
United Kingdom (UK), the governmentintroduced
more sweeping powersfor the security forces in anti-
terroristand surveillance legislation. Detainees and
prisoners were reportedly subjected to ill-treatment
and racist abuse.

Background

Negotiations over the implementation of the Multi-
Party Agreement in Northernireland continued
throughout 2000. In February the peace process broke
down when thegovernment dissolved the Northern
Ireland Assembly and reinstated direct rule. However,
the Assembly was re-established in May.

Northern Ireland
InNovember, the Police (NorthernIreland) Act 2000
renamed the Royal Ulster Constabulary (RUC) the
"PoliceService of Northern Ireland (incorporating the
RUC)" and introduced measures toencourage the
recruitment of Catholics and women. The Act failed to
highlight the centrality of human rightsprotectionand
toinclude all the measures for increased police
accountabilityrecommended by the independent
Commission on PolicingforNorthern Ireland in
October1999. These included increasing the effective
powers of the Policing Board and of the Police
Ombudsperson to initiate inquiries. In june Nuala
O'Loanbecame the first Northern Ireland Police
Ombudsperson, leading a team of independent
investigators into complaints against the police.

In March, the Review of the Criminal Justice System
in Northern Ireland set up under the Multi-Party
Agreement was published by a group of experts. It

made 294 recommendations, including the creation of a

newprosecutionservice and an independent Judicial
Appointments Commission.

The cases of Patrick Finucane and Rosemary Nelson
The Stevens police investigation continued into the
killing of Patrick Finucane in February 1989 by Loyalist
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paramilitaries in collusion with intelligence agents. The
only personcharged was William Stobie, arrested in
June 1999, whose trial was still pending. Al publisheda
reportwhich called on the government to establisha
Judicial public inquiry into this killing, in line with
international standards. The governmentstated that it
wouldmakeits decision oncecriminal proceedings had
beencompleted
Rosemary Nelson, also a lawyer, was killed by a
Loyalist car bomb in March 1999. In January 2000, it
was announced that the Director of Public Prosecutions
(DPP) had decided that the RUC officers accused of
issuing death threats againsther would not be
prosecuted. In May it was announced that no
disciplinary action would be taken against the officers.
After 20 months of police investigation, no one had
been charged in connection with her murder.

Freedom of expression

Charges under the Official Secrets Act were dropped in
November against a former military intelligenceofficer,
using the name of Martin ingram, and a Sunday Times
Journalist. The two had revealed information about the
operationsof asecret military intelligence unit, the
ForceResearch Unit (FRU), in the late 1980s and 1990 in
Northern Ireland. Martin ingram alleged that the FRU
had used a Loyalist agent to target suspected
Republicans for killing. Injunctions had been issued
against two newspapers to stop publication of further
revelations.

‘Bloody Sunday’ inquiry

The public judicial inquiry into the events of "Bloody
Sunday”, in which 13 people were killed and hundreds
injured by soldiers in January 1972, opened on 27
March. It was expected to last at least two years
Investigations into killings by the security forces

Four cases, involving 12 killings of Catholics in Northern
Ireland, weredeclared admissible by the European
Courtof Human Rights in April. It was alleged that RUC
officershad operated a policy of killing rather than
arresting suspected opponents, or had colluded with
Loyalist paramilitaries.

At the end of 2000, there were at least 15 inquests
outstanding into disputed killings and deaths in
custody. Al wasconcernedabout delays in holding such
inquests, including in the cases of Sam Marshall and
Roseanne Mallon.

Robert Hamill

The coroner leading the inquestintothedeath of
RobertHamill, who was kicked todeath by a Loyalist
crowdin Portadown in 1997, decided that he was
unable tohold an inquestbecause he could not
guarantee the safety of a key witness. Investigation of
the conduct of the police officers at the scene of the
attack continued.

Abuses by armed political groups

Sectarian killings and attacks continued during 2000, as
well as"punishment”killings and beatings by members
of armed Loyalist and Republican groups. During 2000
there were 18 killings, 5 by Loyalists and three by
Republicans. A feud between different Loyalist armed
groups led to the killing of seven people, including two
teenagers.
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There were dozens of "punishment” shootings and
beatings by both Republicans and Loyalists. So-called
“"punishments” were also meted out to children. In
April. a15-year-oldand a 17-year-old were shotand
injured by Loyalists in Belfast and a 16-year-old
suffered head injuries after beingbeaten by
Republicans wielding iron bars in Belfast.

Legislation

The HumanRights Actcame into force in October,
incorporating most of the European Convention on
Human Rights into domestic law

The Terrorism Act, enacted in July, made temporary
or emergency measures into permanent ones. Al
expressed concern that some measures contravened
international human rights standards or could result in
humanrightsviolations.

The Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act, enacted
in July, legalized a variety of intrusive surveillance
technigues, covert use of informants and agents, and
the interception of communications. Al was concerned
that the Act failed to provide sufficient safeguards,
including judicial oversight, to ensure accountability
andprotectionoffundamental human rights.

InNovember, Parliament lowered the age of consent
for homosexual acts from 18 to 16, thereby equalizing it
withtheageof consent forheterosexuals, for England,
Scotland and Wales, The agewas equalized at17for
Northern Ireland

Deaths in custody/ disputed killings

InMaythe government began a consultation process
on mechanisms toinvestigate misconduct by police
officers. Al published areport on deaths in custody in
the context of the consultation. In December the
government announced thatit would introduce a new,
independent investigation system for serious
misconduct cases, including deaths in custody.

At least one person died in police custody in disputed
circumstances: Asif Dad died in police custody in
January.

Updates

©3 In Mayan inquest jury returneda verdict of
“accidental death” in thecase of Glenn Howard, but
added that the police officers had used excessive
restraintand had subsequently failed to provide
medical care. He died in January 1999 after being ina
coma since Decemberi997. Therewereno
prosecutions or disciplinary action.

3 InJune an inquest juryreturneda verdict of
unlawfulkilling in the case of Christopher Alder, a black
formerparatrooper whodied in April 1998 in Hull
police station. A videotape showedhowofficers
ignored him as he lay on the police station floor for

1o minutes before they realized he was unconscious.
The Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) was considering
whether to bring prosecutions against five officers.
3 Injune the High Court instructed the prosecution
authortties tore-examine their decision not to
prosecute sevenprisonofficers involved in thedeathin
prisonof Alton Manning, whodiedin 1995 after being
restrained.
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& InNovembertheCPS decided that nocriminal
charges would be broughtagainsteight police officers
reportedly involved in the restraint of Roger Sylvester
in January 1999. The exact cause of his death remained
disputed; an inquest was pending.

3 InDecember the CPS decided that no criminal
charges would be brought against the police officers
who shot dead Harry Stanley in September 1999. Harry
Stanley was walking home carrying a repaired table leg
inabag. He had stopped in a pub, where another
customer mistook his Scottish accent for Irish and the
table leg for ashotgunand alerted the police. Armed
police officers approached Harry Stanley from behind
and reportedly shouted a warning. Harry Stanley did
not stop, and when he turned around, reportedly after
another police shout, he was shot dead.

3 InFebruary, acoroner’s Juryissued a verdict which
effectively rendered the killing of unarmed IRA member
Diarmuid O'Neill lawful. Diarmuid O'Neill was shot
dead during a police raid inwestLondonin
September1996.

Police handling of racistkillings

There were renewed allegations that police forces were
not investigating the deaths of black people, which
could havebeen racially motivated, with the same
rigour as in othercases.

3 Harold McGowanand his nephew Jason were
foundhanged in Telford in July 1999 and January 2000
respectively. The family alleged that police had
assumed suicide and had neglected warnings that they
were under threat of racist attacks. The Metropolitan
Police's Racial and Violent Crimes Task Force assisted
the local police investigation.

&3 InMarch, a fresh inquiry was announced into the
police handling of the death of Ricky Reel following
complaints from his family. Ricky Reel drowned in the
RiverThames in October 1997. His family alleged that he
died as a result of aracistattack. The Police Complaints
Authority's inquiry resulted in finding three officers
guilty of neglect of duty. Aninguest jury in November
1999 returned an open verdict on the cause of death.

lll-treatment in prisons

Reportsofracistabuse and cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment were received from prisons
including Wandsworth, Frankland, Swaleside, Durham,
Wormwood Scrubsand Brixton. Reports werealso
received of ill-treatment of teenagers in Medway
Secure Training Centre, in Portland, and in Lisnevin,
Northern Ireland. The governmentannounced in
November that Lisnevinjuvenile Justice Centre would
be closed down.

3 In November Robert Stewart, aged 20, was
convicted of murdering his cellmate, Zahid Mubarek,
aged 19, in March at Feltham Young Offender
Institution and Remand Centre. Zahid Mubarek, of
Pakistani origin, was put in the same cell as Robert
Stewart, although Robert Stewart's racial pre judices
and violent behaviour were known. Al called fora
public inquiry into the killing and the failures of
Feltham, as well as the compatibility with international
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standards of detention policies and treatment of
children and young offenders.

Ill-treatment by police

There were continued allegations of ill-treatment by
police officers throughout the UK.

3 InMarch, Stuart Melchor, ablack warehouse
manager, was reportedly bitten by a police dog and hit
with truncheons by police who mistakenly presumed he
was breaking into a building.

3 InMay,twoNorthern Ireland police officers were
sentenced to one and two years' imprisonment
respectively in connection with the ill-treatment of
Bernard Griffinin 19gB.

3 In]une the Northern Ireland High Court upheld a
decision not to prosecute RUCofficersalleged to have
ill-treated David Adams during his arrest in 1994.

Impunity: Augusto Pinochet

In January Home Secretary Jack Straw announced that
he was considering refusingAugusto Pinochet's
extradition to Spain because of his ill-health. He based
his decision on asecretmedical report by four doctors.
The Home Secretaryrefused to disclose the report to
thefour countriesseekingextraditionuntil a High
Court ruling thatithadbeenwrong tokeepit secret. On
3March,after 17 months' detention in the UK pending
extradition, Augusto Pinochet was allowed toreturnto
Chile. (See Chile entry.)

Child soldiers

In November Al called on the UK tostopits policy of
deploying under-18s in armed conflicts. Children can be
recruited into the armed forces from the age of 16 and
canbe deployed in the battlefield from the age of 17. In
September the UK signed the Optional Protocol to the
UN Children’s Convention on the involvement of
children in armed conflict, but added a declaration
which Al believes undermines the spirit of the Optional
Protocol. Al urged the UK to ratify the Optional
Protocol without reservation.

Samar Alami and Jawad Botmeh

The appeal hearing held in October in the case of Samar
Alami and Jawad Botmeh wasadjourned to 2001. They
had been sentenced to 20years’ imprisonment after
being convicted of conspiracy to cause explosions in
1994 in London at the Israeliembassy and Balfour
House. Al was concerned that both during and after the
trial they had been denied full access to crucial
evidence, inbreach of fair trial standards.

Freedom of expression
In May, the UN Special Rapporteur on the promotion
and protection of the right tofreedomof opinion and
expressionissueda report criticizing provisions and
practices which limit freedom of expression in the UK.
Charges under the Official Secrets Act were brought
against David Shayler, a former Mis (intelligence)
officer, who had made a series of allegations about
misconduct by security and intelligence agencies,
David Shayler returned to the UK in August from France
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inorder to face the charges. The editor of 7he Observer
newspaper and a journalist were also investigated
under the Official Secrets Act for publishing David
Shayler's disclosures

Charges under the Official Secrets Act were also
broughtagainsta former army general, Nigel Wylde,
and journalist Tony Geraghty for the book, 7he Irish
War. Charges were dropped against the journalist and
inNovember Nigel Wylde was acquittedafter the
prosecution offered no evidence. The book included
information about computer-assisted surveillance in
Northernireland.

Refugees
In April, a system giving new asylum applicants
assistancein the form of vouchers rather than cash
cameinto force, as diddispersal of asylum-seekers.
These measures immediately ran into difficulties. As
predicted by Al, there was an alarming shortfall in
access to legaladvice for dispersed asylum-seekers,
many of whom were sent to areas where people had no
experience of living with asylum-seekers. There was
some very negative media coverage which pandered to
racial prejudice and created a hostile environment for
many asylum-seekers. After substantial pressure, at the
end of September the government announced a full
review of the voucher and support system as awhole.
Although the majority of asylum-seekers were
granted temporary admission pending the
determination of their claim, abouti,000asylum
seekers were held indetentionat any given time.

At country reports and visits

Reports

« Northern Ireland: The Killing of Patrick Finucane—
Official collusion and cover-up (Al Index: EUR
45/026/2000)

* United Kingdom: Questions reman after the inquest
into the killing of Diarmuid O'Neill (Al Index: EUR
45/041/2000)

 United Kingdom: Deaths in custody — lack of police
accountability (Al Index: EUR 45/042/2000)

* United Kingdom: Briefing on the Terrorism Bill
(Al Index: EUR 45/043/2000)

* United Kingdom: The Regulation of Investigatory
Powers Bill (Al Index: EUR 45/049/2000)

« United Kingdom: Policing in Northern Ireland — A New
Beginning? (Al Index: EUR 45/048/2000)

* United Kingdom: U-1Bs— Child soldiers at risk (Al
Index: EUR 45/056/2000)

* United Kingdom: U-1Bs — Reporton the recruitment
and deployment of child soldiers (Al Index: EUR
45/057/2000)

Visits
Al delegatesvisited Northern Ireland in May and

October. An Al delegate attended the inquestin February

into the disputed killing of Diarmuid O'Neill, and an Al

delegate observed the appeal hearing in October inthe
case of Samar Alami and Jawad Botmeh.
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UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Head of state and government: William Jefferson
Clinton

Capital: Washington D.C.

Population: 278.3 million

Official language: English

Death penalty: retentionist

2000 treaty signatures/ ratifications: Optional
Protocol to the UN Children’s Convention on the
nvolvementofchildren in armed conflict; Rome Statute
of the International Criminal Court

Police brutality, disputed shootings and ill-treatment
in prisons and jails were reported. In May the UN
Committee against Torture considered the initial
report ofthe USA on implementation of the UN
Convention againstTorture. Eighty-five prisoners
were executed in 14 states bringing to 683 the total
number of people executed since 1976. Those
executed included individuals who were children
under 18 atthe time of their crimes, and the mentally
impaired. In December it was announced that
George W. Bush had won the November presidential
elections.

UN Committee againstTorture

In May the UN Committee against Torture considered
the initial report of the USA. In its conclusions and
recommendations the Committee welcomed "the
extensive legal protection” against torture andill-
treatment in the USA but found failings in important
areas, many of which had beenraised by Al.

Areas of concern highlighted by the Committee
included tortureand ill-treatment by police and prison
guards— much of it racially motivated; the sexual
abuse of female prisoners by male guards; prisoner
chaingangs; and the "excessively harshregime” of
supermaximum security (isolation) units. The
Committee urged the USA to abolish electro-shock stun
belts and restraint chairs, stating that their use “almost
invariably”led tobreaches of the Convention; and to
cease holding juveniles and adult prisoners together.

The Committee also recommended that the USA
withdraw all “reservations, interpretations and
understandings” registered on its acceptance of the
Convention against Torture. These included a reservation
toArticle 16 in which the USA agreed to be bound by the
Convention only tothe extent that it matched the banon
cruel punishment contained in the US Constitution.

Racial discrimination

In September the USA submitted its initial report on
compliance with the Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Racial Discrimination. The report
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described the protections against racial discrimination
under US laws and the Constitution, but acknowledged
that discrimination persisted in certain areas, including
in the criminal justice system.

Race was a factor inmany of the issues cited below,
forexample in police ill-treatment and "racial profiling”
inpolice stops and searches, in sentencing, and in the
Juvenile justice system.

Police brutality

Police brutality and disputed policeshootings of
unarmed suspectswerereported; adisproportionate
number of the victims werefrom racial minorities.
Many incidents of alleged abuse occurred at the end of
vehicle pursuits, during traffic stops, or during police
street patrols. Several suspects died afterbeing placed
in dangerous restraint holds or subdued with pepper
spray

During theyear, the US Justice Department
investigated several police departments for patterns of
abuses and civil rights violations, including racism, ill-
treatmentand excessive force.

3 In February, four New York Police Department
(NYPD) officers wereacquitted of all criminal chargesin
thekilling in 1999 of Amadou Diallo, an unarmed West
African immigrant who was shot 41 times outside his
home

During 2000, a federal Justice Department
investigation found that the NYPD's Street Crime Unit,
to which the officers belonged, engaged in racial
profiling—apractice in which blacks and Hispanics
weredisproportionately targeted in street stops and
searches. The Justice Department wasreported tobe
negotiating with the authorities on the implementation
ofarange of reforms to the NYPD, including
improvements to the disciplinary system.

3 In November the Los Angeles city authorities and
the federal governmentreached an agreement (known
as aconsentdecree) toreform the Los Angeles Police
Department (LAPD), following a lengthy federal
investigation into systemic problems including racism
and excessive force. The decree mandated a range of
measures, including arequirement that the LAPD
collect data on the ethnicity andgender of people
subjected to traffic and pedestrian stops and the
establishment of anindependent monitor to oversee
reforms.

An investigation continued into the scandal arising
fromthe LAPD's Rampart division, in which officers
were accused of having beaten, shot, robbed and
framed people. More than 70 current or former police
officers were under investigation and more than 100
criminal convictions hadbeen thrown out, with scores
more under review. In November, three officers were
convicted of conspiracy and other offences involving
framed gangmembers.

&3 TwoNew Jersey state troopersfaced trial in
connection with the 998 shooting and wounding of
three unarmed black and Hispanic men during a traffic
stop on the New Jersey Turnpike. The troopers had
fired n shotsat the van in which the youths were
travelling to college basketball trials.
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Earlier studies, showing that state troopers practised
racial profiling, had forced the department toreformits
practices and to monitor stops and searchesfor racial
and ethnic bias.

3 InNovember the US Justice Department
announced that it was investigating an alleged pattern
of abuses involving the Prince George's County Police
Department, Maryland, following a spate of police
shootingsand complaints of brutality inrecentyears,
including complaints filed by more than two dozen
people whosaid they had been maimed by police dogs.
Ruling on pepper spray

In May a federal appeals court reinstated a lawsuit filed
against law enforcement agencies in Humboldt County,
California, for swabbing liquid pepper spray into the
eyes of non-violent environmentalists during protests
in 1997, action which Al had said at the time was
"tantamount to torture”. The appeals court ruled there
wasevidence that the protesters had suffered
"excruciating pain” and that use of pepper spray could
In some circumstancesconstitute an “unreasonable use
offorce”. The case wasremandedto a jury for further
proceedings.

Torture/ ill-treatment in prisons and jails

Tortureand ill-treatment were reported in prisons, jails
and juveniledetentionfacilities. Abuses included
beatingsandexcessive force; sexual misconduct; the
misuse of electro-shock weapons and chemical sprays;
and the cruel use of mechanical restraints, including
holding prisonersfor prolonged periodsin four-point
restraint as punishment. Manyreportedabuses took
place in isolation units or during forced removal of
prisonersfromcells (“cell extractions®).

Cruel conditions in supermaximum security
(supermax) prisons, where prisoners are held in
prolongedisolation, continued tobereported. Al's
requests to toursuchfacilitiesin lllinois and Virginia
were turned downby the authorities.

3 Upto3oguardswere alleged tohave been
nvolved in the systematic ill-treatment of five
prisoners in a high security wing of Cook County Jail,
Ilinois, in July. Itwasalleged thatguards kicked and
punched the prisoners without provocation during cell
searches and subjected themtoracist abuse in
retaliation for havingreportedearlier ill-treatment of
Jail inmates. The prisoners —who were alsoreportedly
beaten after they were shackled — sustained
lacerations, bruising and bonefractures. A civil lawsuit
in the case was pending at the end of the year.

In July, three Cook County sheriff's deputies were
indicted on first degree murder charges for the beating
of inmate Louis Schmude in a holding cell in another
detention facility in May; he died hours later of a
ruptured spleen.

3 In September the US Justice Departmentopened a
civil rights investigation into Red Onion State Prison,
one of two supermax prisons in Virginiawhere there
hadbeenpersistentallegations of excessive use of
forceby guards, including misuse of firearms, restraints
and electro-shock weapons. Al renewediits call forthe
suspension of the use of all electro-shock weapons in
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Virginia prisons following the death in Wallens Ridge
Prison, the state's other supermax prison, of a diabetic
prisoner shocked with a stun weaponn July (see
below). The Department of Correctionsrefused to ban
the equipment and turned down a request by Al to tour
Wallens Ridge Prison

Abuse of incarcerated children

Childrenindetention weresubjected toill-treatment
whichincluded the cruel use of restraints and
prolonged isolation as punishment. Many children
continued to be prosecuted as adults and sent to adult
prisonswhere, in somestates, they were not separated
from adults and were held in inhumaneor
inappropriate conditions.

A study of the juvenile justice system published in
April. sponsoredbythe US Justice Departmentand six
of the country’sleading foundations, found that youths
from ethnic minority groups, especially African
Americans, were more likely to be imprisoned and to
serve longersentences than white youths charged with
similar offences.

3 InFebruary a lawsuit was filed alleging
widespread abuse at the State TrainingSchoolin
Plankinton, South Dakota, a juvenile detention
facility. Children werereportedly placed in punitive
handcuffs and shackles; forced to lie spread-eagled in
four-point restraints for hours at a time, including
overnight; and girlswere forcibly stripped by male
staff while held in four-point restraint. It was also
alleged that children, some of them mentally ill, were
routinely held in isolation for 23 hours a day,
sometimes for months at a time.

In December a federal judge approved a settlement
which placed strict limits on the use of forceand
punishment at Plankinton. This included aban on
restraints as punishment and the removal of four-point
rings used to tie inmates to beds, and the setting of
limits on the length of time children could be confined
tocells.
lll-treatment of women prisoners
Male guards continued to have unsupervised access to
women prisoners or detainees in women's prisons and
local jails. There wereallegations of sexual abuse of
female prisoners by malesstaff instates including
California, Connecticut, New York, South Carolinaand
WestVirginia. Draft legislation wasintroducedin New
York to ban pat-down searches of women prisonersby
male staff.

&3 Reports of ill-treatment of inmates at Wayne
County Jail, West Virginia, included claims that
women prisoners were made to parade partially
naked infront of male inmates, forced to undergo
strip searches by male guards, fondled by male
officers or watched while dressing. One prisoner said
shewas coerced into asexualrelationship with a
guard who later resigned. There were also allegations
of assaults by guardsagainstboth male and female
inmates and the abusive use of pepper spray. The
results of a Justice Department investigation into
allegations of federal criminal civil rights violations by
guards at the jail were not known by the end of the
year.
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3 [nOctober a state legislative committee held
hearingson ill-treatment in two California prisons,
Valley State Prison for Women and the Califormia
Institute for Women. Women prisoners testified about
medical neglect and sexual abuse by male staff.

Deaths in prison

&3 Lawrence Frazier, a diabetic, died in July after
being restrained by guards and zapped with a 45,000
volt electro-shock stun gun after becoming delirious
and "combative” in the Wallens RidgePrisoninfirmary
where he hadbeentakenfor hypoglycemia. Although
the prison authorities said afterwards that a doctor had
ruled out the stun weapon as a cause of death, this was
discounted by many observers as the doctor had had no
accessto theautopsy results. Inquiries into the death
were still pending at the end of the year

3 InOctoberastate jury acquitted aformer prison
guard onacharge of aggravated battery and coercion
to falsify reports in the case of Frank Valdez who died in
Florida State Prison in July 1999. The guard was accused
of beating Valdez and breaking his jaw after he was
handcuffed. Frank Valdez died the next day after an
altercation with four other guards whose trial on
second-degree murder charges was still pending at the
endof 2000

3 In June, eight prison guards accused of staging
"gladiator style” fights among prisoners at Corcoran
State Prison, California, between 1989 and 1995, were
acquitted of criminal charges after a jury trial. Guards
hadshot 31 prisoners, seven of them fatally, while
breaking up the fights. Although the guards were
acquitted, the state had earlier been forced to change
1ts policies after an independent panel found that 8o
per cent of the shootings had been unjustified. State
legislative hearings in 1998 had found a pattern of
brutality at the prison.

Death penalty

In 2000, B85 prisoners were executed in 14 states,
bringing to 683 the total number executed since the US
Supreme Court lifted amoratorium on executions in
1976.The USA continued toviolate international
standards by using the death penalty against the
mentally impaired, individuals who were under 18 at
the time of the crime, and defendants who received
inadequate legal representation.

In January, the Governor of illinois declareda
moratorium on executions in hisstateowing toits
"shameful” record of wrongful convictions in capital
cases. His decisionfuelled calls forexecutionstobe
haltedelsewhereinthecountry, asconcernabout the
fairness and reliability of the capital justice system grew.
The New Hampshire legislature voted to abolish the death
penalty, but the state governor vetoed the bill. Amidst a
waveof national and international appeals, the Governor
of Maryland commuted the death sentence of Eugene
Colvin-El shortly beforehe was due to be executed in
June, because of lingering doubtsabout his guilt. In
November, the Governor of North Carolina commuted the
death sentence of Marcus Carter hoursbefore his
execution, after i years on death row The governor cited
concernabout the famess ofMarcus Carter's trial
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A Justice Department review of federal death
sentences, made public in September 2000, found
widespread geographic and racial disparities in the
application of the federal death penalty nationwide.
The firstfederal execution since 1963, scheduled totake
place on 12 December, wasstayedfor six months by
President Clinton pending more analysis of the Justice
Departmentreview.

Texasexecuted 40 prisoners during the year, a
recordinanyoneyear. In December, the 150th prisoner
wasexecuted under thefive-yeargovernorship of
president-elect George W. Bush.

Execution of child offenders

&3 Chris Thomas, Steve Roach, Glen McGinnis and
Gary Graham were executed for crimes committed
when they were 17. Gary Graham was put to death in
Texas in the face of widespread national and
international protest and serious doubts about his
guilt. More than 8o prisoners remained ondeathrow n
16 states at the end of the year for crimes committed
when they were i6 or 17.

Execution of the mentally impaired

3 Thomas Provenzano, who was executed in Florida
in June, sufferedfrom paranoid schizophrenia A judge
found him competent for execution despite agreeing
that the prisoner believed he was being killed because
he was Jesus Christ. On 20 June, Thomas Provenzano
was already strapped down for execution, with the
lethal injection needles inserted, whena court issued a
stay. Twenty-four hours later, Thomas Provenzano was
put through the same ordeal and executed.

Ineffective legal assistance

&3 0n270ctober, the US Court of Appeals for the Fifth
Circuit vacated a lower court ruling that death-row
inmate Calvin Burdine should get a new trial because
his lawyer had slept during the original proceedings.
The State of Texas argued that it had not been proved
that the lawyer's sleeping had rendered him ineffective,
and the Fifth Circuit court agreed. A dissenting judge
described the case as one which "shocks the
conscience”.

Violation of the Vienna Convention

©3 A Mexican national, Miguel Angel Flores, was
executed in Texas on g November, despite appeals for
clemency from the Mexican and other governments.
He was denied his treaty-based consular rights, as were
most of the go foreign nationals on death row in the
USA. In November, the International Court of Justice in
The Hague heard arguments in a case brought against
the USA by Germany following the execution of two
German nationals in Arizona in 1999. The Court had not
issued aruling by the end of 2000.

Other concerns

In June the parole board denied parole in the case of
LeonardPeltier, imprisoned since 1977 for the murder
of two FBlagents. Therewereconcernsabout the
fairnessof the proceedings leading to his conviction. In
DecemberPresident Clinton announced that he was
reviewingthe casefora possible pardon. Al had
repeatedly called on President Clinton togrant
clemency in the case.
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Mazen Al-Najjar, a Palestinian immigrantjailed for
more than three years on the basis of secret
government evidence, was released in December after
a court ruled that a summary of that evidence, which
purportedto show his links with a terroristgroup, was
insufficient to justify his detention. New proceedings
had been ordered into the case by a courtin May which
found that his due process rights had been violated. At
called for a ban on the use of secret evidence to detain
people during deportation proceedings.

In August Al wrote to the government to express
concern about the treatment of Dr Wen Ho Lee, who
was shackled and held in solitary confinement in
federal detention pending his trial on charges of
leaking nuclear secrets to China. DrWenHoLeewas
released in September after pleading guilty to one of
the charges against him; the other charges were
dropped.

Al country reports and visits

Reports

USA: A Life in the Balance — The case of Mumia Abu-

Jamal (Al Index: AMR 51,/001/2000)

USA: Failing the Future - Death penalty developments

April 1998-March 2000 (At Index: AMR

51/003/2000)

* USA:A 8riefing for the UN Committee against Torture
(Al Index: AMR 51/056/2000)

* USA:A call to action by the UN Commuttee against

Torture (Al Index: AMR 51/107 /2000

USA: Worlds Apart: Violations of the rights of foreign

nationals on death row — Cases of Europeans (Al

Index: AMR 51/101/2000)

USA: Memorandum to President Clinton — An appeal

for human rights leadership as the first federal

execution looms (Al Index: AMR 51/158/2000)

Visits

Aldelegatesattended a conference on supermaximum

security prisons in Washington D.C. in February, and the

“Committing to Conscience” Conference on the abolition

of the death penaltyin San Francisco in November.

Amnesty International Report 2001

URU

URUGUAY

EASTERN REPUBLIC OF URUGUAY

Head of state and government: Jorge Batile (replaced
Julio Maria Sanguinetti in March)

Capital: Montevideo

Population: 3.3 million

Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes

2000 treaty ratifications/treaties: Optional Protocol to
the UN Children's Convention on the involvement of
children in armed conflict; Optional Protocol to the UN
Women's Convention; Rome Statute of the International
Criminal Court

Steps were taken to establish the fate of people who
“disappeared"” under military governments between
1973 and 1985. There were reports of torture and ill-
treatment.

Background
President Jorge Batlle took office at the beginningof
March. His firstmonths inofficewere marked by a
willingness to clarify the fate of those who
"disappeared”in Uruguay between 1973 and 1985. Some
34 people "disappeared” in Uruguay and at least 100
Uruguayans "disappeared” in Argentina during this
period. Thousands of people weretortured and ill-
treated under the military government in Uruguay

In August the government established a special
commission, the Cormision para la Paz, Peace
Commission, to clarify the fate of all those who
"disappeared" during those years. However, the 1986
Expiry Law, which granted exemption from punishment
to all police and military personnel who committed
human rights violations for political motives or to fulfil
ordersbefore 1 March 198s, prevented the perpetrators
being brought to justice. The Inter-American
Commission on Human Rights has stated that the Expiry
Law violates the American Convention on Human
Rights.

Developments in ‘disappearance’ cases

3 In Maya civil courtruled that the motherof Elena
Quinteros had the right to find out the whereabouts
and circumstances in which her daughter
“"disappeared". Elena Quinteros "disappeared” in 1976
n Montevideo after being detained by the security
forces inside the Venezuelan embassy where she had
hidden. In addition, in November, a court ruled that
those civilians who were allegedly involved in Elena
Quinteros' "disappearance”, including the then
Minister of Foreign Affairs, who were notcovered by
the 1986 Expiry Law, should be brought to justice.

3 Thefateof Juan Gelman's granddaughter was
established. Juan Gelman's son, Marcelo Gelman, and
his pregnant wife, Maria Claudia Garcia Irureta
Goyena, both Argentine citizens, "disappeared” in
Argentina in August 1976. Marcelo Gelman's body was
discoveredin 1989. In i99g itemerged that Maria
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Claudsa Garcia had given birthtoherbaby atthe
Military Hospital in Montevideo

Therewerecontinued reports that detaineeswereill-
treated and tortured by police and prison guards.

3 Reports came to light that inJuly 1999, four men
and a 17-year-old boy, who had been detained by police
on suspicion of theft, weretorturedand Ill-treated in
order to force themto sign confessions. The four men
were also reported to have been torturedandill-
treated at the Santiago Vazquez prison

Al country report
* Uruguay: The "Disappeared” — One step closer to truth
and justice (Al Index: AMR 52/002/2000)

UZBEKISTAN

REPUBLIC OF UZBEKISTAN

Head of state: Islam Karimov

Head of government: OtkirSultanov

Capital: Tashkent

Population: 24.3 million

Officiallanguage: Uzbek

Death penalty: retentionist

2000 treaty ratifications/ signatures: Rome Statute of
the International Criminal Court

Reports ofill-treatment and torture by law
enforcement officials of members of independent
Islamic congregations or followers of independent
imams (Islamic leaders) continued unabated.
Hundreds of suspected members of the banned Islamic
party Hizbut-Tahn', including women, were reportedly
arbitrarily arrested and sentenced to long terms of
imprisonment after unfair trials. Several prisoners died
in custody, allegedly as a result of torture. Therewere
atleast 13 death sentences and eight executions,
reportedly imposed after unfair trials.

Background

In January Islam Karimov consolidatedhis powerafter
being re-elected President with nearly 92 per cent of
the vote. The Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe (OSCE) refused to send an
observation mission because there was no democratic
competition. The only other candidate, a member of the
pro-government People's Democratic Party, admitted
to having voted for Islam Karimov.

In August violent clashes broke out between the
Uzbek armed forces and armed units of the banned
opposition Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan (IMU)
whentheytriedtoentersoutheastern Uzbekistan from
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neighbouring Afghanistan, Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan. In
November the Supreme Court of Uzbekistan sentenced
Takhir Yuldash and Juma Namangani, the alleged
leaders of the IMU, to death in their absence. They were
convicted of terrorismand treason and of causing the
death of 73 people inarmedincursionsand in the
February 1999 bombings in Tashkent. Muhammad Salih,
theexiled leader of the banned Erk Democratic Party,
was sentenced to 15 years' imprisonment on the same
charges, also in his absence.

On 28 August President Karimov granted an amnesty
tomore than 10,000 prisoners in order to mark the
country's ninth anniversary of independence.
According to the chairman of the Supreme Court, there
were no political or religious prisoners in Uzbekistan
and the more than 2,000 prisoners convicted of anti-
statecrimes or membership of illegal organizations,
mostly suspected members of Hizb-ut-Tahrir who did
not qualify for the amnesty, were criminals.

Reportsofill-treatmentand torture by law
enforcement officials of members of independent
Islamic congregations or followers of independent
imams continued. Hundreds of suspected members of
Hizb-ut-Tahrir, including women, werereportedly
arbitrarily arrested and sentenced to long terms of
imprisonment after trials that fell far short of
international fair trial standards. The courtswere
reported to have systematically failed toinvestigate or
take into account allegations of torture.
Defendantsaccused of non-political criminal
activitieswerealso reported to have been tortured and
ill-treated indetentioninorder to make them confess.
3 InJuly the presiding judge at Tashkent Regional
Court reportedly dismissed allegations of torture by 15
members of Hizb-ut-Tahrircharged with distributing
leaflets and calling for the overthrow of the
constitutional order, even after one of the accused
took off his shirt to show the court the injuries and
bruises he had suffered. He was also said to have
shown a hole in his foot which he hadreceived as a
result of being beaten with a nail fixed to a plank of
wood. Other co-accused claimed to have been raped,
tortured with electric shocks, violently beaten and
threatened withmurder in order to force them to
confess.
Deaths in custody
Human rights groups reported several cases of deaths
incustody as aresultof tortureor ill-treatment by law
enforcement personnel.
3 InMarch, the family of 33-year-old Nemat
Karimov, who was serving a 20-year sentence in Navoy
prisoncamp in connection with the February 1999
Tashkent bombings, was informed of his death. The
prisonauthorities reportedly did not disclose the
cause of death. When the body was prepared for
burial, it was allegedly discovered that the left-hand
side of Nemat Karimov's face was disfigured, his nose
twisted, his upper lipbroken, and there was a hole in
the middle of his skull. There were reportedly also
injuries to his legs
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Prisoner of conscience Makhbuba Kasymova
Makhbuba Kasymova, a member of the Independent
Human Rights Organization of Uzbekistan (NOPCHU),
was sentenced to five years'imprisonment in July 1999
for "concealing a crime” and "misappropriation of
funds” after a grosslyunfair three-hour trial described
by human rights monitors as a "farce”. In August 1999
Tashkent City Court turned down Makhbuba
Kasymova's appeal against her sentence after a hearing
lasting 14 minutes, at which she was not present. An
appeal lodged by her lawyer with the Supreme Court
was still pending at the end of 2000.

Makhbuba Kasymova, who was held in Tashkent City
Prison, was reported to be suffering from heart
problems. In August NOPCHU reportedthat she
qualified forrelease under the presidential
independence anniversary amnesty, and would
probably be released at the end of September. On 6
October Makhbuba Kasymova's daughter was told by
the director of Tashkent Women's Colony that her
mother had committed three offences against prison
rules which was enough to disqualify her from the
amnesty. Makhbuba Kasymova claimed that the
offences had been fabricated in order to prevent her
from being released. On 22 December Makhbuba
Kasymova was unexpectedly released from prison.

Possible prisoners of conscience
Mamadali Makhmudov, a writer, and Muhammad
Bekzhon, abrother of Erk Democratic Party leader
Muhammad Salih, were reportedto have beensecretly
transferred to Yaslik prison in April. Al had previously
expressedconcern atreportsof prison camps in
remote areas of Uzbekistan where the overwhelming
majority of prisoners were members of independent
Islamic congregations accused of supporting the
banned Islamic opposition. The existence of one of
these prison camps— Yaslik — located in former Soviet
army barracks in the Karakalpakstan Autonomous
Republic (a desert area southwest of the Aral Sea), was
independently confirmed in 1999. Conditions were said
to be cruel, inhuman and degrading, with prisoners
being denied adequate drinking water while doing
forced labour. The camp may also be situated in a
chemically or biologically contaminated area.
Unofficial sources estimated that at least 20, and
possiblyas many as 38, prisoners died in Yaslik in 1999
and 2000 as a result of torture and poor conditions.
Mamadali Makhmudovwas reported to have faced
punitive treatment, including being forced to sit
crouching for extended periods with hishands behind
his head. He was said to have lost a lot of weight and to
be suffering from pain in his chest, sides and back. He
had apparently notbeen given access to appropriate
foodor medical care and had fainted onseveral
occasions. In early July the Ministry of Internal Affairs
denied that Mamadali Makhmudov hadsufferedill-
treatmentand that his healthwasdeteriorating
However, later that month he wasreportedly urgently
transferred to the medical wing of Tashkent prison. His
relatives werenot informed of hiswhereabouts until
September. He was reported to be in a critical condition.
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On 18 August 1999, aftera trial whichfell farshort of
international standards, Tashkent Regional Court
sentenced Mut d Bekzhon, Mamadal
Makhmudov and their co-accused, Yusif Ruzimuradov,
Rashid Bekzhon, Kobil Diyarov and Negmat Sharipov, to
prison terms of between eight and 5 years. All six men
were reportedly tortured in pre-trial detention, in
order to force them to confess to fabricated charges
and to incriminate Muhammad Salih.

The death penalty

Allearnedof at least 13 death sentences and eight
executions during 2000, but believed the actual
number to be much higher. Many of these sentences
were handed down in connection with the February
1999 bomb explosions in Tashkent and subsequent
armed clashes between law enforcement forcesand
allegedmembersof the IMU. Al was concerned at the
number of allegations that international fair trial
standards were violatedin capital punishmentcases. In
particular, victims claimed that they were convicted on
the basis of confessions made as a result of torture.

In July the general procuracy confirmed that 19 death
sentences handed down in 1999 for alleged
involvement in the Tashkent bombings had been
carried out

In2000at least four death sentences were
commuted. The death sentences passed in November
1999 on two young musicians, Arsen Arutyunyan and
Danis Sirazhev, were commuted to 15 years’
imprisonment on 31 March by the Presidium of the
Supreme Court of Uzbekistan.

New death sentences

3 In June Al learned that the Supreme Court of
Uzbekistan had upheld the death sentences of Oybek
and Uygun Ruzmetov, Shikhnozor Yakubov, Sardor
Allayarov and Utkir Yusupov. The five men had been
sentenced to death by Tashkent Regional Court in July
1999 for planningto blow up a water reservoir,
attempting to overthrow the constitutional order and
setting up an Islamic state. According to the mother of
Oybek and Uygun Ruzmetov, law enforcement officers
planted cartridges in Oybek Ruzmetov's room the day
beforetheyarrestedthebrothersin December998. In
February1999the police were reported to have briefly
detained their mother and father and humiliated them
by forcing them to undress and taking them handcuffed
and in their underwear to see their sons. Oybek and
Uygun Ruzmetov reportedly told their parents that they
had beentorturedin detention and that law
enforcement officers had threatened to arrest their
parents andrapeUygun Ruzmetov's wife. Al also
received unconfirmed reports that Shikhnozor Yakubov
had died of beatings in prison in October 1999.

3 On14May Polvonnazar Khodzhayev was
sentenced to death by Tashkent Regional Court for
attempting to overthrow the constitutional order of
Uzbekistan in order to create an Islamic state.
According to the non-governmental international
organization Human Rights Watch, his trial did not
meetinternational fair trial standards. The co-
accused were sentenced to prison terms ranging from
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14t1024years’ imprisonment. In September the
Supreme Court turned down his appeal against his
death sentence. A petition forclemency was believed
to be still pending with the President at the end of the
year. Polvonnazar Khodzhayev had been detained in
the Russian town of Samara on s April by Russian
officials and handed over to Uzbek law enforcement
officers.

Reportedly, in the first quarter of 1999 officers of
the Khorezm Internal Affairs Department had
frequently questioned Polvonnazar Khodzhayev's
parents about the whereabouts of their sons, who
were suspected of links with Islamist armed groups
In April 1999 Polvonnazar Khodzhayev's father,
Azmboy Khodzhayev, was arrested, allegedly in place
of his sons. Three days earlier PresidentKarimov had
reportedly said that he would issue a decree allowing
for the arrest of a suspect's father if a son involved in
“religious extremism” couldnotbe found. In June
1999 Azimboy Khodzhayev was sentenced to eight
years' imprisonment on reportedly fabricated
charges of "illegal possession of narcotics”. Only two
weeks after the trial he was said to have died in
custody in Yaslik prison camp. The family reportedly
received a death certificate but was not allowed to
see his body.

Executions

3 Dmutry Chikunov was sentenced to death for
premeditated, aggravated murder by Tashkent Regional
Courton u November 1999. He alleged that in pre-trial
detention he had been beaten unconscious, nearly
asphyxiated with a gas mask over his head and that
police had threatened to rape his mother unless he
confessed. Al was notawareof any investigation of
these allegations. His appeal against his death sentence
was rejected by the Supreme Court on 24January and
he wasexecuted on 10 July. The newswasgivento his
motherwhen she wentto visit him in Tashkent prison
on12]uly.

3 Six men sentenced to death by the Supreme Court
on 28 June 1999 for their part in the February 1999
bombings in Tashkent were reportedly executed at the
beginning of January. The defendants had been
accused of belonging to extremist religious
organizations whichadvocatedaihad(holy war) to
overthrow the constitutional order in Uzbekistan and
the assassination of PresidentKarimov. There were
reportsthat thedefendantshad beenbeatenor
otherwise ill-treated in pre-trial detentionand forced
under duress to give false evidence. Humanrights
monitors had expressed concern that fair trial
standards, although promised by the authorities, had
notbeenrespected. The defendants had reportedly
been denied the right to a lawyer of their own choice
and therewere allegations that thedefence lawyers
did not represent the defendants' interests. According
to Human Rights Watch, there was no presumption of
innocence and the prosecution failed to present any
solid evidence toprove the defendants guilty. The
European Union condemned the executions and urged
Uzbekistan to introduce a moratorium on the death
penalty.
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Al country reports

* Uzbekistan: Ismail Adylov— Human rights defender
and prisoner of conscience (Al Index: EUR
62/002/2000)

« Uzbek 1 Makhbuba K

Y = Human righ%
defender and pnsoner of conscience (Al Index: EUR
62/004/2000)

VENEZUELA

BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OFVENEZUELA

Head of state and government: Hugo Chévez Frias
Capital: Caracas

Population: 241 million

Official language: Spanish

Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the
involvement of children inarmed conflict; Optional
Protocol to the UN Women's Convention; Rome Statute
ofthe International Criminal Court

Several people were reported to have “disappeared”
or been extrajudicially executed by the security forces
during rescue operations following catastrophic
floods in December 1999. Scores of cases of torture
and ill-treatment were reported. Chronic prison
overcrowding was eased by the release of prisoners
awaiting trial, but prison conditions remained poor.
Hundreds of prisoners were killed during the year, the
majority by fellow inmates. Hundreds of refugees
fleeing political violence in Colombia were denied a
proper hearing to determine if they would be at risk if
returned to their country.

Background

In July, Hugo Chavez Frias of the Movimientodela V
Republica(MVR), Movement of the FifthRepublic, was
re-elected President. The MVR also won an outright
majority incongress. High crime rates continued to
generate debate. In June the Ministryof the Interior
and Justice proposed a bill reforming the Criminal Code
of Criminal Procedures (COPP), which would give the
police wider powers to detain criminal suspects
without a judicial order. Critics of the bill argued that it
was unconstitutional and violated international human
rights standards. In November the National Assembly
approveda law allowing President Chavez togovernby
decree for a period of 12 months. The law included
mattersaffecting the administration of criminal justice.

Human rights and the Vargas floods
In late December199g, the state of Vargas suffered
torrential rain and floods in which up to 50,000 people
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died. In the aftermathof thedisaster, journalist
Vanessa Davies and the human rights organization
Provea published reports claiming that several people
had "disappeared” or been extrajudicially executed by
members of the security forcesin Vargas. President
Hugo Chavezreacted by calling on witnesses to come
forward, but accused Provea of publishing a "suspicious
and superficial” report. Within a week the Officesof the
Attorney General and of the Ombudsman announced
that they had openedinvestigationsinto the
allegations. By theend of the year only one person had
been brought to justice and convictedfor these
violations.

3 MarcoAntonioMonasterioand Oscar José Blanco
Romero"disappeared” on 21 December19qg, during the
flood rescue operations. They were reportedly
detained by the army in the neighbourhood of Valle del
Pino and transferred into the custody of the
Directorate of Intelligence and Criminal Prevention
Services (DISIP). By the end of the year their
whereabouts had not been established. José Francisco
Rivas Fernandez and Roberto Hernandez apparently
suffered a similar fate. Luis Rafael Bastardo was
extrajudicially executed on 25 December. A National
Guard corporal admitted toshooting him deliberately
and wassentenced in September to 10 yearsin prison.

Torture and ill-treatment continued to be reported;
most cases involved police officers beating victims.

3 InAugust Ronny Yosmar Aquino and Alexis
Medina, two transgendered friends, were detained
without ajudicial orderin thecity of Valencia,
Carabobo state. They were reportedly forced to
undress in the street and severely beaten. They were
then held in incommunicado detention without access
toalawyer, doctor or their families. The detentions
took place in the context of a campaign of intimidation
directed at the transgenderedcommunity, during which
José Luis Nieves wasfatally shot on 29 July while
recovering from wounds inflicted in anearlier shooting
bya state police officer.

Prison conditions

The authorities claimed that the perennial crisis of
overcrowding in Venezuela's prisons had been
ameliorated as a result of the implementation of the
COPP in July 1999 which allowed for the conditional
release of prisoners awaiting trial.

InMarch the vice-president of the government's
Commission on the Functioning and Restructuring of
the Judicial Systemclaimed that the prisonpopulation
had beenreduced from 25,000to some 14,000
inmates, and that inmate killings had diminished.
However, 460 prisoners were reported to have been
killed by guards or fellow prisoners between October
1999 and September 2000, a small reduction
compared to the previous 12 months.

In April, following a visit toseveral prisons, a
European Union delegation was reported to have
expressed concern about prison conditions,
describing them as "very hard and limited, because the
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inmates control them...asitis the only way they can
survive the violence”.

Refugees

Scores of people fleeing political violence in Colombia
were forcibly returned. The Venezuelanauthorities
failed to provide them with access to a full and fair
asylum procedure to identify those at risk of human
rights violations. The authorities argued that those
fleeing the violence werenot refugees, but “displaced
people in transit”, and therefore did not fall within the
terms of the UNRefugee Convention. However, many
of those fleeing the violence stressed that their lives
would be at risk if theywere toreturnhome. The UN
High Commisioner for Refugees stated that therewasa
needfor an official refugee service and that it was
collaborating with the authorities to implement one.

Impunity

In March, a friendly settlement was reached between
the government and relatives of 41 people killed by the
security forces in November 1992 in the Reténde Catia,
The case had been referred to the Inter-American
Commission on Human Rights. Of some 300cases of
human rights abuses registered by local non-
governmental organizations between 985 and 1999,
only 40 had been resolved as a resultof judicial
proceedings. Of at least 200 cases of torture reported
since 1995, in none had those responsible been brought
tojustice. The authorities failed to opena prompt
judicial investigation into allegations that Peru’s
Ambassador to Venezuela, army general Julio Salazar
Monroe, had been responsible for crimes against
humanity. He returned to Peru, claiming to be suffering
fromill health.

Al country report

« Venezuela: Protecting human rights — the task 1s not
yet over (Al Index:AMR 53/008/2000)
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VIET NAM

SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIET NAM

Head of state: Tran Duc Luong

Head of government: Phan Van Khai

Capital: Ha Noi

Population: 75.1 million

Official language: Vietnamese

Death penalty: retentionist

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol to the UN Children‘s Convention on the
involvement of children in armed conflict

oy

Dozens of prisoners of conscience and p

InJuly changes to theCodeofCriminal Procedure
came intoeffect which allowed death sentences on
pregnantwomen or breast-feeding mothers of children
aged up to 36 months to be changed to life imprisonment.
3 NguyenThi Hiep, a 42-year-old Canadian national
of Vietnamese origin, was executed in April. She had
been sentenced to death in April 997 onchargesof
drug trafficking. Her 73-year-old mother, arrested with
herin 1996, was sentenced to lifeimprisonment. The
Canadian authorities called for a review of the sentence
to take intoaccount evidence gathered by Canadian
police authorities thatbothwomenhadbeen
unwittinglyused as couriers by a major drugs ring.
Despite indications that the Vietnamese authorities
wouldreview the evidence, Nguyen Thi Hiep was
executed without any advance notice. Her mother was

prisoners of conscience remained in prison
throughout 2000, and restrictions on released
prisoners continued to be harsh. Political dissidents
and religious critics of the government were
subjected to surveillance, harassment and denial of
basic freedoms, including freedom of expression. At
least five possible prisoners of conscience were
sentenced to prison terms. The government
continuedto prevent independent human rights
monitors fromvisiting the country. More than 110
people were sentenced to deathandatleast 12
executions were carriedout.

Background

Areported total of 22,597prisonerswerereleased under
aspecial amnesty to mark two important anniversaries,
and thousands of others had sentences reduced. No
information was made public about whether political
prisoners were included. Only twoprisoners of
consciencewereknown tohavebeenreleased in the
April amnesty commemorating the 2sth anniversary of
South Liberation Day. A self criticism campaign launched
by the Communist Party in t999 continued throughout
theyear, as did campaigns against official corruption
andcrime. A revised Criminal Code came into effect in
July. Inthe latter part of the year the country suffered
the worst flooding in decades, resulting in the deaths of
more than oo people. In November President Bill
Clinton became the first US president to visit the country
since the Viet Nam war.

Death penalty

Twenty-nine offences ranging from national security to
economic crimes remained punishable by death. One
hundred and twelve death sentences and 12 executions
were recorded. However, the true figures were believed
to be much higher; the authorities did not make public
full information on the death penalty. Most of the
reported deathsentences wereimposedfordrug
trafficking. Seven deathsentenceswererecorded for
economic offences such as fraud and forgery.
Executions are carried out by firing squad, sometimes
in public. It was common for relatives not to be
informed of executions beforehand, but to be asked to
collect belongings a few days after execution.
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bsequently granted an amnesty.

Prisoners of conscience

Dozens of prisoners of conscience and possible
prisoners of conscience continued to be detained for
their political beliefs and religious affiliations. Many
wereelderly and in poor health.

3 Sixty-eight-year-old Professor Nguyen Dinh Huy,
the founder and presidentof the "Movement to Unite
the People and Build Democracy”, continued to be held
in prison camp 2304, in Dong Nai province, for his
peaceful political activities. He had been arrested in
November 1993 and sentencedto 15 years’
imprisonment in August 1995 after trying to organize a
conference about human rights and democracy in Ho
Chi Minh City. He had previously spent 17yearsin
detention without charge or trial.

3 Reverend Pham NgocLien(Tri), a59-year-old
Roman Catholic monk, was one of three members of the
banned Congregation of the Mother Coredemptrix who
remained in detention. He was arrestedin May 1987
andsentencedto 20 years' imprisonment in connection
with his religious activities. He was reportedly in poor
health.

Trials

At least five possible prisoners of conscience were tried
and sentenced for activities relating to the practice of
their religion. Trials routinely fell short of international
standards.

3 InSeptember, five members of the Hoa Hao
Buddhist Church were sentenced to between one and
three years' imprisonment for "using religion to abuse
democratic rights and freedoms”. Truong Van Thuc,
Nguyen Chaul.ang, Tran Van Be Cao, Tran Nguyen Huon
and Le Van Nhuom were arrested in March in An Giang
province after reportedly complaining to the central
authorities about abuses by local authorities.

Harassment of government critics

Political and religious dissidents, including former
prisonersof conscience, continued to face harassment
and restrictions on their peaceful activities by the
authorities

3 Thich Quang Do, a73-year-old former prisoner of
conscience and Secretary General of the unofficial
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Unified Buddhist Church of Viet Nam (UBCV),
remained under surveillance at his monastery in Ho
Chi Minh City with harsh restrictions on his activities
and movements. In October he and several other
UBCV members attempted to deliver relief to victims
of theseverefloods in the Mekong Delta. They were
stopped by the authorities on arrival in An Giang
provinceand prevented fromcarrying out the relief
distribution, which the authorities stated should only
be done through officialchannels However, a second
attempt to carry out an aid mission in November was
allowed to go ahead. In 1995 Thich Quang Do had been
sentenced to five years’ imprisonment after
protesting about the arrest of UBCV members who
attempted to carry out a similar relief mission to
flood victims in 1994. He had beenreleasedunderan
amnesty in1998.

Denial of access

Al continued to receive noresponse from the
government to correspondence about human rights
violations. Domestic human rights monitoring was not
permitted and noaccess was given toindependent
human rights monitors,

Al countryreport

* Socialist Republic of Viet Nam: The death penalty —
recent developments (Al Index: ASA 41/001/2000)

YEMEN

REPUBLIC OF YEMEN

Head of state: ‘Ali 'Abdullah Saleh

Head of government:'Abd al-Karim 'Ali al-Iryani
Capital: Sana'a

Population: 18.1 million

Official language: Arabic

Death penalty: retentionist

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Rome Statute of
the | ional Criminal Court

Political activists, including prisoners of conscience,
weredetained and court proceedings continued
against several journalists in an apparent attempt to
harass them for criticizing the government. Torture
and deaths in custody were reported. The judicial
punishmentofflogging continued tobe imposed. At
least 13 peoplewere executed and scores, possibly
hundreds, were under sentence of death at the end
0f2000.

Background
In August thegovernmentsubmitted to parliament a
proposal toamend the Constitution. The proposed
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amendments included extendingthe term of office of
the president from five to seven yearsandof
parliament from four to six years. Thegovernmentalso
proposed the establishment of a consultative council
(Majlis al-Shura) of 11 members appointed by the
president. The proposed amendments were approved
by the parliament in November and were expected to
be the subject of a referendum in early 2001,

In al-Dala’ two people, a soldier and a child, were
reportedly killed in February and May respectively. The
killingsoccurred amid ongoing tensions and protests
calling for the demilitarization of the area, the
integration of former South Yemeni soldiers into the
army, and thereleaseof detainees.

Scores of people were reportedly killed in clashes
betweenarmedtribes, andbetweentribes and the
security forces in different parts of the country. in july
and August, 39 people were reportedly killedduring
clashesbetween the Wailah and Dalimtribes near the
border with Saudi Arabia. At least three people,
including a child, were killed in July during clashes
betweenthe Al Zayidi tribe and the military in Mareb
governorate. The clashes followed the kidnapping of
military officers by tribesmen. Scores of residents fled
their homes, reportedly after the area was bombarded
by the Yemeni army. The village of Misrakh, in Ta'iz
governorate, was also reportedly shelled by the Yemeni
army in July following clashes betweenresidents and
army units arising from a land dispute. Confrontations
with the military alsooccurred in Kud Qru, near Aden,
in September, after local people prevented a contractor
fromdiggingstones from a mountain, the ownership of
which was claimed by the Kud Qru tribe. More than 200
people werereportedto have fled the area in fear of
their lives. Reports suggested that some people may
have died as a result of excessive use of force by
members of the security forces.

In October, 17 US sailors were killed and 35 wounded
when abomb exploded ona US destroyerin the port of
Aden. Around 100 people were detained by the Yemeni
authorities for questioning; most were released after a
brief period indetention. Members of the US Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) travelled to Yemen to take
partin the investigation but it was not known whether
they were involved in the interrogation of the
detainees. No information was available as to how
many people remained held by the end of the year

A total of 17 people werereported to have been
abducted by tribesmen in seven incidents. In most
cases the abductors demanded that the government
improve local services and amenities.

Political prisoners and prisoners of conscience
Hundreds of people were arrested and detained on
political grounds in different parts of the country but
particularly in the southern regions. Some arrests took
place after clashes with the security forces, others after
what appeared to have been peaceful protests against
government policies. Some of those detained were
prisoners of conscience.

&3 In July Mohamed ‘Omar Haji, a 27-year-old Somali
national, was puton trial for converting to Christianity
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from Istam, an offence which is punishable by death. He
wasarrested and detained several timesbypolice
officers who allegedly beathim and threatened to kill
himto force him to repent. In September the Yemeni
authorities stated that Mohamed '‘Omar Haji had left
Yemen, but did not specify for which country.

&3 Uptoiso people were reportedly detained in the
al-Dala’ governorate at the beginning of 2000 following
protests and clashes betweenresidentsand the
security forces. The detainees were said tohave
included children as young as seven. It was not known
if the detainees remained held at the end of the year.
&3 On 26 August, four members of the Yemen Socialist
Party (YSP)— 'Ali Munser Muhammad, Yassine Ahmad
Saleh, Ahmad Belghaith ‘Othman and Ahmad
Muhammad Ana’am — were reportedly arrested in Aden
for participating in a YSP meeting. They were detained
forseveral days and thenreleased without charge.

& Atleast 100 people, including children, were
reportedly detained following armed clashes in Kud Qru
in September. Among the children whowere detained
were 10-year-old Mehdi Fadhl Hadi and eight-year-old
Muhammad Fadhl Hadi. It was not known how many of
those detained remained held at the end of the year.

3 Atleast 13 political prisoners, suspected members
of the former al-Jabha al-Wataniya al-Dimugqratiya.
National Democratic Front, an opposition organization
in theformer Yemen Arab Republic, remainedn prison.
Theyhadbeenarrested in the i980s and most had been
under sentence of death since 1986.

&3 Atthe beginning of April, the Supreme Court upheld
the jail sentences of five United Kingdom (UK) nationals
whowerepartof agroupof roindividuals, including two
Algeriannationals, convicted of formingan armedgang
and possessing weapons, The defendantsalleged that
they hadsigned their confessions under torture, but it
was not clear whether the Supreme Courttook this into
account when considering the case. No investigation
into their allegations of torture was known to havebeen
carriedout.

3 'Omar Ibrahim Dagah was released without charge
at the beginning of January. He had been arrested in
August 1999 in connection with an explosion in Aden
and held in incommunicado detention for several
months. His family was never allowedto visit him in
prison and his case never wenttocourt.

Harassment of journalists

Legal proceedings continued against several leading
Journalists andnewspaper editors for articles they had
written or published.

3 In May Hisham Basharahil, editor-in-chiefof the
newspaper al-Ayyam, was accused of having caused
“damage to national unity” following an interview with
UK-based islamist activist Abu Hamza al-Masri. Days
later, in the second case to be brought against him
within a week, Hisham Basharahil was charged with
provoking tribal and religious strife by publishing an
article thatcriticized the demolition of an old synagogue
in Aden. In June he was also summoned for questioning,
fora third time, by the General Prosecution Office in
Aden for publishing a newsitementitled "Prisoner
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attempts to commit suicide” Legal proceedingsagainst
him were continuing at the end of the year.

Torture and ill-treatment were reported. One prisoner
reportedly died in custody as a result of torture.

3 InAugust Sabah SeifSalem, a pregnant Yemeni
woman, reportedly died while detained in the al-'Udain
district of Ibb. She had allegedly been tortured in order
toforceher to confess to adultery. No investigation
into the circumstances surrounding her death was
known to have taken place.

Death penalty

Scores, possibly hundreds, of people werebelieved to
be under sentence of death or facing trial for capital
offences at the end of 2000. At least 13 people were
executed.

&3 Salih 'Ali Ahmad al-Kabdi, who had been convicted
of murder, was reportedly executed in October in a
public square inal-Hawtah in front of a large crowd.
Some local residents were said to have protested
against the use of the square for executions because of
the psychological effect on patients in anearby
hospital and children.

3 Attheendof theyear,a response fromthe Yemeni
government informed Al that the Supreme Court had
referred the case of Fuad ‘Ali Mohsen al-Shahari to the
appeal courtin Ta'iz. His case was pending before the
Supreme Court; the death sentence against him had
been upheld by the court of appeal. Fuad ‘Ali Mohsen al-
Shaharihad been convicted of the murder of a captainin
the Political Security Department. He had been
sentenced to death by the Court of First Instancen Ta'iz
on 12 November 1996 after an unfair trial. He had been
held incommunicado for about a month and allegedly
tortured and ill-treated in order to force him to confess
to the murder. Key defence witnesses were reportedly
intimidated to prevent themfromtestifyingin the case.

Flogging

Peoplecontinuedto be sentenced to flogging for
offences of a sexual nature, for the consumption of
alcohol and for slander.

In May, Yemen's Supreme Courtreportedly upheld
the sentence of 8o lashes imposed on journalist ‘Abd ai-
Jabbar Sa'ad. He had beensentenced for accusing
Sheikh ‘Abdel Majid Zendani, president of the central
committee of the main Islamist opposition party, al-
Islah, of adultery in an article published in the weekly
newspaper al-Shura. Thecourt also banned him from
workingas a journalist for a year, ordered the closure
of al-Shurafor six months, and ordered him to pay
damages to Sheikh Zendani. It was not known If the
flogging wascarried out during theyear.

‘Disappearances’

Thefateof hundreds of people who had "disappeared”
in Yemen since the late 1960s remained unknown.
Undertakings made by the government to investigate
the cases of those who had "disappeared” since 1994
were apparently not implemented,
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YUGOSLAVIA

(FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF)

FEDERALREPUBLICOF YUGOSLAVIA

Head of state: Vojislav Kostunica (replaced Slobodan
Milosevi¢ in October)

Head of government: Zoran Zizi¢ (replaced Momir
Bulatovi¢ in October)

Capital: Belgrade

Population: 10.6 million

Official language: Serbian

Death penalty: retentionist
2000treatyratifications/signatures: Rome Statute of
the International Criminal Court

The period preceding the election of a new president
and the establishment of a new government from
October saw an increase in the frequency and severity
of reported human rights violations within the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY). The majority of
these violations were directed at opposition activists,
independent journalists and conscientious objectors
to military service. They included arbitrary detention,
ill-treatment, unfair trials and prosecutions on
political grounds. Hundreds ofethnicAlbanian
prisoners transferred from Kosovo when Serbian and
Yugoslav forces withdrew were sentenced to prison
termsafterunfair trials. Some may have been
prisoners of conscience. Many reported ill-treatment
ortorture during detention. The frequency of such
violations was reduced dramatically following the
adventof a new government, butcases of policeill-
treatment continued tobe reported. All four prisoners
of conscience identified by Al had been released by
the end of 2000. At least three death sentences were
passed although no executions were carried out.

In Kosovo, the UN Interim Administration in Kosovo
(UNMIK) and NATO-led peace-keeping force (KFOR)
continued to grapple with enormous problems in
fulfilling their missions. UNMIK was headed by a
Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General
who had executive authority in Kosovo. Some
progress was made during 2000, but the human
rights situation remained very unsatisfactory. Atleast
3,300 people remained unaccounted for in Kosovo.
Many had been the victims of “disappearances" after
detention by the Serbian police or had been abducted
by armed ethnic Albanians.

Torture/ ill-treatment

Members of opposition parties and of the *Otpor”
(Resistance”) movement, a loosely organized
opposition group with a largely student and youth
membership, were frequently detained by police
officers and questioned about their activities. Some
werebeaten or otherwise ill-treated during their
detention. Duringdemonstrations in Belgrade on 17 and
18 May against theextensionofstate control to the
independent Studio Btelevision station, police used
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batons and tear gas to break up the crowd. Dozens of
protesters wereinjured. Opposition demonstrations
throughout the country calling for the resignation of
President Slobodan Milosevic were generally held
peacefully and without police intervention, but on
several occasions police beat and injured
demonstrators.

Following the change of government, a number of
police officersaccusedof involvement in incidents of
ill-treatment were transferred to other duties, butno
independent investigations into the majority of these
incidents had taken place by the end of 2000. Policeill-
treatment of detainees continued to bereported
following the change of government, but to a lesser
degree.

&3 On23March Nenad Simonovi¢ was beaten
unconscious by police and private security guards
during an Otpordemonstration in the provincial town
ofKragujevac. He returned home after medical
treatment and was visited by men in civilian clothes
who threatened tokill him if he did not stop his
activities.

&3 On 8 September Milo$ Kitanovi¢ and five others
whohad been called to the police station in Vladi¢in
Han forinformal questioning were prevented from
leaving by three drunken police officers. The six men
were beaten on the head, body and soles of the feet,
strangled with arope, and forced toremainin a
squatting position and beaten if they moved. They were
released the following day. The police officers involved
werereportedly transferred to other duties.

Ethnic Albanian prisoners
Trials of ethnic Albanian prisoners transferred to
Serbiafrom jails inKosovo when Serb and Yugoslav
forces withdrew from the province in 1999 continued.
Many were convicted of "terrorism” although the
evidenceagainstthemwasinadequate and
circumstantial, or consisted solely of confessions which
they repudiated during trial because theyhad been
extracted under torture. Many remained injail at the
endof 2000, along with others previously convicted of
similar offences, although some were released having
served their sentences or after being sentenced toa
period equivalent to time already held. Some had their
sentences reduced to ime served, following appeal.
At the end of 2000, around 8oo remained inprison,
of whom around 600 had been tried for political
offences. Others, including minors, had been held in
detention for up to i8months without a judicial order,
in contravention of the Code of Criminal Procedure,
before being released without charge following the
change of government.
&3 Prisoner of conscience FloraBrovina, serving a
sentenceof 12 years' imprisonment oncharges of
"terrorism”, was released on 1 November.
3 0n 22 May, 143 ethnic Albanians were sentenced to
between sevenand 13 years' imprisonment on
terrorism charges by the Ni§ districtcourtafter a
grossly unfair trial which violated both FRY law and
international standards. Irregularities in the pre-trial
procedures were followed by a hearing in which the
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main evidence was theresults of a test for gunpowder
traces. This test is widely regarded as unreliable.
Reportedly, no evidence was presented to suggest that
the defendants hadbeeninvolved in the particular
incidents for which they were sentenced.

Freedom of expression

Independent media companies and journalists were
heavily fined for libel under the law of public
information, which fails tomeetinternational
standards on freedom of expression. On 29 December
key articles of the law were pronounced
unconstitutional.

On 17 May the government took controlof the
independent Belgrade television station Studio Band
installedanew editorial team. A number of other
independent radio and television stations were closed
on the grounds that they had failed to obtain
broadcasting licences. Studio Bwas returned to the
control of its owners following the November elections.
&3 Prisoner of conscience Neboj3a Risticwas released
on 17 March, 26 days before the end of hisone-year
sentence fordisseminating false information.

3 Journalist Zoran Lukovi¢ was imprisoned on 15
Augustonchargesof disseminating false information,
and was adopted by Al as a prisoner ofconscience. He
wasreleasedafterbeing pardoned on 21 October.

3 Journalist Miroslav Filipovi¢ was sentenced to
seven years' imprisonment on 26 July, on charges of
espionage and disseminating false information,
apparently for publishing articles on the Internet about
the conflict in Kosovo, one of which contained eye-
witness accounts of human rights violations committed
by Serbian and FRY forces. Much of the trial, which
allegedlyinvolvedstate secrets”, was held behind
closeddoors. No details of the charges and evidence
against MiroslavFilipovi¢ were made public. He was
transferred to hospital, suffering from heart problems,
in August but returned to jail in September despite the
risk to his health. The sentencewas overturned by the
Supreme Military Courtin Belgrade on 10 October, and
hewasreleased. The case wasreturned to the Military
CourtinNi$foraretrial.

Conscientious objectors and deserters

During the early part of 2000, prosecutions of
conscientious objectors and those who had evaded
military service continued. By the end of November all
those serving sentences for refusing or evading military
service had been released. Those who had fled the
country or gone into hiding remained at risk of
prosecution. Although the introduction of an amnesty
law covering such cases was announced, it was not
brought before parliament. Provisions for alternative
civilianservice failed to meet international standards.

War crimes

The Serbian and federalgovernments failed to
cooperate with the International Criminal Tribunal for
the former Yugoslavia in arresting and handing over to
the custody of the Tribunal individuals indicted for
violations of international humanitarian law. These
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included former Federal President Slobodan MiloSevi¢
and four members or former members of the Serbian
andfederalgovernments.

The death penalty

The death penaltyremained in force for aggravated
murder in both the Serbian and Montenegrin Criminal
Codes, although it was finally abolished in the federal
criminal code in 1993. At least three men were
sentenced to death during 2000. No executions have
been carried out since 1992, but more than 20 people
remained in jail under sentence of death.

Kosovo

Violence continued to plague Kosovo; many murders or
other violent incidents had ethnic or political
motivations.Membersof minority groups were
frequently the victims of violence, mainly Serbs, Roma
or Muslim Slavs, but also ethnic Albanians in areas with
asizeable Serb population. There were also political
killings of prominent ethnic Albanians representing
moderate political positions. It was rare for the
perpetrators of killings to be apprehended, or for
responsibility forkillings to be admitted by any
organization.

Security, particularly for minorities, depended
largely on the presence of KFOR troops. Police
investigations were carried out by an international
police force under UNMIK.

International officials, international police officers
and soldiers operating under UNMIK and KFOR were
responsible for violations of the rights of pre-trial
detainees, and there were also some allegations of ill-
treatment. KFOR allegedly shot and killed men on
several occasions; inatleastone case there were
questions about the lawfulness of the killing.

The killing of Avni Hajredini

Ethnic violence erupted in and around the town of
Mitrovica in the north of Kosovo in February. About 13
people were killed, soinjured andi,500forced to flee
theirhomesin aseriesof incidents. KFOR soldiers
struggled to maintain law and order. In one incident
during the violence, KFOR troopswereshot and
injured. Avni Hajredini, an ethnic Albanian, was shot
and killed, reportedly by KFOR soldiers responding to
the attack. Initial claims by KFOR that he had been
shooting at the soldiers from a balcony were
withdrawn, but no other explanation which might
Justify his killing was provided. Noindependent
investigation into his killing wascompletedin the
immediate aftermath of theincident. UNMIK later
informed Al that an investigation intoincidentwas
under way, but no resultshad beenmade publicby the
end of 2000.

The criminal justice system

The importance of protecting and promoting human
rights was emphasized by the UN in the creation of the
international presence in Kosovo. However, the
international presence failed toensure that
international human rights standards were consistently
respected in the actions of the international police,
KFOR soldiers and courts in the new judicial system.
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In November the office of the Ombudsperson, an
international appointee with deputies from the
Albanian and Serbcommunities, began toreceive
complaints. The Ombudsperson’s mandate includes
investigating allegations of humanrights violations
perpetrated by the international civil administration or
new local institutions. However, allegations of human
rights violations by KFOR werenot included in the
initial mandate and no agreement to include KFOR had
beenreachedby the end of 2000.

Pre-trial detainees

UNMIK police and KFOR soldiers frequently ignored
the requirements of the applicable law and of
international humanrights standards tobring
detainees promptly beforeajudicialauthority. For
example, during the violence in Mitrovica in February,
some 49 people were detained for several days by
KFOR soldiers without judicial review. Fourteen of
them were held for five days. It was not explained to
the detainees why they were being detained, or who
was detaining them (KFORor UNMIK police). Famihies
of the detainees were not notified of their detention,
nor were thedetaineesable to contacttheir families or
defence counsel. Some detainees were detained for
weeks on the orders of the KFOR Commander or the
Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General.
Since the applicable law and international standards
permit detention only on the orders of a judicial
authority, suchdetentionswerearbitrary and
unlawful.

Onesuchdetainee, AfrimZeqiri,was held from 26
July to 14 September by order of the UN Special
Representative. He was subsequently held for four
weeks on the basis of ajudicial order. His release was
ordered by the district court on 31 October, but he
remained in custody on the order of the Special
Representative until the end of 2000.

The 'disappeared’ and missing

More than 3,300 people from Kosovo were
unaccounted for at the end of 2000. Most were ethnic
Albanians whowere believed tohave "disappeared” in
thecustody of Serbian police or paramilitaries between
early 1998 and June 1999. Serbs, Roma, people of other
nationalities and ethnic Albanians of moderate
political views or thoseregarded as “collaborators”
with the Serbian authorities had also gone missing in
circumstances which implicated armed ethnic
Albanians in many cases. Mostof these incidents
occurred during orafter June 1999 but there werenew
cases during 2000.

©3 Marian Melonasi, ajournalist of mixed Albanian
and Serbian parentage, was reportedly abducted in
Pristinaon 9 September. He had been reporting inthe
Serbian language for the state media under UNMIK
control. No information about his whereabouts
emergedbefore the end of 2000.

Exhumations of gravesites led to the identification of
around 260 mortal remains during2000, butsome 1260
bodies which were exhumed in 1999 and 2000 remained
unidentified. Not all grave sites had been examined by
theend of theyear.
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Refugees and displaced persons

Some 82,000 ethnic Albanian refugees had returned to
Kosovo by September 2000, about 9,000 of whom were
forcibly returned by foreigngovernments. About
222,800 Kosovo Serbs, Roma or members of other
minorities remained displaced within Serbiaor
Montenegro. Return totheirownhomeswas for the
most part dangerous and few tried to do so.

3 On7 November, three men and a boy from the
Ashkali community (an Albanian-speaking minority
perceived asRomaby ethnic Albanians) who hadbeen
displaced within Kosovoreturned to their homesin
Dasovac/Dashovc village in central Kosovo. Themen
hopedtorepairtheirdamaged homes toenable their
families toreturn. The men themselves and
international organizations negotiated with ethnic
Albanian leaders before their return, seeking
guarantees for their safety. However, the four were
found murdered two days later. Offersto provide a
KFOR guardhadreportedly beenrefused by the men
who feared that it would make them conspicuous. Local
peopleappearedfrightenedor unwilling to give
information about the killings.

Al country reports and visits

Reports

« Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Kosovo): Update from

the field —January 2000 (Al Index: EUR

70/002/2000)

Federal Republic of Yugosiavia (Kosovo): Amnesty

International's recommendations to UNMIK on the

judicial system, February 2000 (A! Index: EUR

70/006/2000)

fFederal Republic of Yugoslavia: Otpor— Student and

academics in the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Al

Index: EUR 70/012/2000)

Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Kosovo): Setting the

standard? UNMIK and KFOR's response to the violence

inMitrovica (Al Index: EUR 70/013/2000)

Federal Republic of Yugoslavia: "Collateral damage* or

unlawful killings? Violations of the Laws of War by

NATO during Operation Allied Force (Al Index: EUR

70/018/2000)

Federal Republicof Yugoslavia: Still forgotten — an

update on conscientious objectors afterthe Kosovo

conflict(Al Index: EUR 70/028/2000)

Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Kosovo): Amnesty

International's recommendations on the return of

refugees to Kosovo (Al Index: EUR 70/031/2000)

« Federal Republic of Yugoslavia: Continuing Concerns
(Al Index: EUR 70/057/2000)

Visits

Al delegates visited the FRY including Kosovo regularly

during 2000 to carry out research and human rights

education activities. Two Al researchers were based in

Kosovo until March 2000; an Al researcher was based in

Skopje, Macedonia, until the end ofthe year.
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ZAMBIA

REPUBLIC OF ZAMBIA

Head of state and government: Frederick Chiluba
Capital: Lusaka

Population: 9.1 million

Official language: English

Death penalty: retentionist

Torture and ill-treatment by police during the arrest
and interrogation of suspects was widespread. At
least three people reportedly died as a result of
torture. At least 11 men weresentenced to death, but
noexecutionswere reported.

Background

When Zambia transformed itself in 1991 from a one-
party state to a multi-party system, the first country
in southern Africa to do so, expectations were raised
regarding improvements of human rights. However, in
the run-up to the second multi-party elections in
1996, the government used various tactics to prevent
opposition politicians from standing, including calling
their citizenship into question. Amongthose stripped
of citizenship was former president Kenneth Kaunda.
Several members of his party weredeportedto
Malawi. Government restrictions on the rights to
freedom of expression and assembly intensified
ahead of elections due in 2001.

Thepolicecontinued to torture arrested suspects as a
routine partof criminal investigations. In at least three
incidents the torture allegedly resulted in death. Some
police stations were reportedto have specially
adapted rooms where torture of suspects regularly
took place.

3 On 25December Dave Muyembe died in police
custody, reportedly after being tortured in connection
with the theft of a vehicle.

3 A20-year-oldmanaccusedof stealing moneyfrom
his employer was reportedly handed over toSiavonga
police on 2September. While in custody he was
reportedly tortured to extract a confession. Ons
September the employer discovered that one of his
relativeshadstolenthemoney and the man was
released. The man filed charges against the police
officer and police station, but later withdrew his
charges allegedly afterintimidation by local police.

&3 On 1 January ShadreckSelemani was arrestedat
his house accused of theft. He was reportedly tortured
for two days in a police station before being charged,
and sustained a deep cutin his left leg. After his
acquittal he filed charges against the police. The case
was still pending at the end of 2000.

Human rights defenders
The government appeared to be taking steps to
inhibit the work of human rights defenders. In rural
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areas, agents from the Special Branch of the police
attended meetings of non-governmental
organizations and opposition parties. In some cases
they threatened people teaching human rights. In
urban areas the Public Order Act, which requires
those planning demonstrations to notify police in
advance, wasused todeny the right tohold peaceful
demonstrations

&3 Severalnon-governmental organizations staged a
demonstration on 17 January outside the main police
station in Lusaka to protest against the failure of the
police to investigate the rape and killing of several
young girls. The organizers had applied for a licence
well in advance and believed they had permission from
the police. When the demonstration started the police
dispersed thecrowd violently and arrested 39 women,
whowere held overnight before beingreleased without
charge.

Freedom of expression

Zambia has a vibrant independent press. The Post, a
leading independent newspaper, has beenrepeatedly
targeted by the government. The editor, Fred
M'membe, andseveral of its journalists, whowere
arrested in 1999, faced charges of espionage in
connectionwithan article commenting on Zambia's
lack of military capacity. They were freed on bail
pending judgment. On 21 December 2000 the High Court
acquitted the last of the accused, Fred Mmembe.

Forcible exile

Thegovernmentcontinued to use deportation as a
method of suppressing dissent despite a ruling against
it by the African Commission on Human and Peoples'
Rights 1n1999. Human rightsdefendersand opposition
politicians were threatened with deportation during
2000

3 Despite the ruling of the African Commission on
Human and Peoples’ Rights that the deportation of
William Banda in 1994 to Malawi violated his human
rights, the government refused to allow himtoreturn
3 On30 October the Supreme Court ruled that
KennethKaunda, the former president whohadbeen
stripped of his citizenship to prevent him standing in
elections, 1s aZambian citizen.

&3 On 4 January Abdul MajidTickley, a Umited
Kingdom (UK) citizen who had lived in Zambiaformore
than 54 years, was deported to the UK. The deportation
followed a letter he published in The Post which
challenged the Asian community in Zambia to be more
active in politics.

Death penalty

During 2000 at least 1 prisonersweresentenced to
death, bringing the number under sentence of death to
more than 230. Therehave beenno executions since
1997.

There was increased debate over the use of the death
penalty during 2000. In September the Minister for
Legal Affairsaddressed an abolitionist conference,
arranged by the Catholic Commission for Justice and
Peace.
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3 Benjamin Banda and Cephas Kufa Miti, who were
sentenced to death on 13 0ctober1999, appealed
against their sentence in the firstlegal challenge to the
constitutionality of the death penalty in Zambia. The
case had a first hearing 14 December in the High Court,
but no judgment had been passed by the end of 2000.

Al country visit
Al delegates visited Zambia in February and met
members of Al and other human rights organizations.

ZIMBABWE

REPUBLICOFZIMBABWE

Head of state and government: RobertMugabe
Capital: Harare

Population: 11.6 million

Official language: English

Death penalty: retentionist

The election campaign leading up to June
parliamentary elections sawwhat appeared tobe a
deliberate and well-thought-out plan of systematic
human rights violations by forces allied to the
government. Violations included more than 30
political killings and widespread torture and ill-
treatment throughout the country. Violations
continued aftertheelections,albeiton a smaller
scale. Inan apparent attemptto intimidatethe
population, a strong military presence was deployed
immediately after the elections in those areas where
the opposition had won a substantial number of
votes. Incidents of torture, ill-treatment and political
killings continued throughout the year, particularly
in the run-up totwo parliamentary by-elections.

Background

TheZimbabwe AfricanNational Union-Patriotic Front
(ZANU-PF), which had ruled Zimbabwesince
independence in 1980 without any serious challenge
under a Constitution negotiated in the United Kingdom
at the time of independence, remained in power. A
government-dominated constitutional commission had
presented a draft new constitution to the President in
November1999. The National Constitutional Assembly,
consisting of most of Zimbabwe's non-governmental
organizations (NGOs) and opposition parties, refused
toparticipate in the commission and campaigned
against its recommendations.

Thegovernment put forward a slightly amended
version of the proposalfrom the constitutional
commission for a referendum in February. The campaign
for thereferendumwas marked by some violence
against voter education officials and those campaigning
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for a™no” vote, some of whom were arrested. However,
the proposal was rejected in the referendum. This was
the first time ZANU-PF had been defeated na popular
vote since independence. Shortly after the referendum,
a violent campaign against real or suspected opponents
of thegovernmentstarted. Government supportersand
peoplepaid by ZANU-PFinvadedfarmsand harassed
supposed government opponents. By the end of March
the situation haddegeneratedinto political violence
and killings which continued until the elections. The
opposition was involved in some of the violence, but the
vast majority of human rights violations were
committed by ZANU-PF supporters. As aresult, most
international observers declared that the elections
werenot free and fair. The main oppositionparty, the
Movement for Democratic Change (MDC), challenged
the electionresultsin 38 constituencies. The caseswere
still pending at the end of the year.

Political killings

Morethan3o people were killed during the election
campaign; mostwerereported to be supporters of
opposition parties. Therewere allegations that the state
intelligence police, the Central Intelligence Organisation
(Cl0), was involved inseveral of thekillings.

3 On 15 April, two MDC activists, Tichaona Chiminya
and TalentMabika, were killed when a petrolbomb was
throwninto their car. Policein theareareportedly
failed to take appropriate action, even though they
weregiven the names of two suspects, believed tobe
members of the CIO.

3 OnisApril, David Stevens, acommercial farmer in
the Macheke areaand MDC supporter, was abducted
from his farm and killed, allegedly by ZANU-PF
supporters. A witness, whorushedto the local police
station to report the abduction, reported that he was
himself abducted frominside the policestationand
taken to theofficeof the local "warveterans” in
Murehwawhere he andDavid Stevens were severely
beaten. They were then driven away, taken out of the
car, and forced tomarch up a hill. The witness
explained that, after they complained that they could
walk nofurther, they started walking back towards the
car.Ontheir way back to the car, the captors shot David
Stevens, in the presenceof the witness, but left the
witnessafterone of the captors pleadedfor his life.

At the end of Aprilreportsbegan toemerge that torture
centres were operating in different parts of the country
in which ZANU-PF supporters, particularly the "war
veterans”, weretorturingactual or suspected
supporters of the opposition with impunity.

One such centre was inadoctor's surgery in the
Budirirosuburb of Harare, wherealarge number of
people werereportedly tortured in the first twoweeks
of May.

3 On 13 May aman was abducted 50 metres fromthe
surgery as he was returning home from workby five
people, all allegedly ZANU-PF supporters. He said the
attackers beatand kicked him and squeezed his
testicles. He alleged thatinsidethe surgery he was
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beaten until his mouth and nose bled, deprived of sleep
for three days, subjected to death threats, and had his
head forced into a toilet while his captors were
urinating in it. The injuries sustained were clearly
visible to Aldelegates who met him more than two
weeks after his release. He was believed to have been
abductedbecause his brother was the chair of a local
branch ofMDC's youth league.

&3 On8MayanMDC youth league activist was
abducted froma nearby shopping centre and taken to
the surgery. He alleged that groups of six people took
turns to torture himand thatsomego people were
involved. He reported that the torture included electric
shocksapplied to his armpits and genttal area, beatings
onthe soles of his feet, and piercing of the skin with
bottletops. Forensicexperts confirmed that his
physical scars were consistent with his allegations.

Witnesses stated thattheyinformedthe police of the
activities at the surgeryand that the police freed some of
the vicums upon request, butitwas only whena victim
waskilled while fleeing from the surgery on 17 May that
the police movedinandarrestedthose torturing people
atthe surgery. Thesurgery was owned by a leader of the
"war veterans” who was elected to parliamentn June. To
Al's knowledge he had notbeen questioned about the use
of his surgery as a torture centre by the end of the year.

The torture centres appeared to have closed down
after the elections. However, reports of beatings and
threats continued throughout the year, although they
appeared to be moretargeted and to be focused around
the by-elections.

& On170ctober, Justin Mutendadzamera, arecently
elected MDC member of parliament, and hiswife were
beaten at their home, allegedly by police officers who
accused him of having instigated protests againstfood
prices.

Prior to the June elections, groups, mostly made up
of young people, travelled from village to village
identifyingopposition party supporters and beating
themor forcing them toattend pungwes (party rallies)
for ZANU-PFwherethey were madeto chant slogans
and denounce the opposition.

3 On3April, alleged ZANU-PF supporters attacked
game warden Farai Sandikonda near Mvurwi, breaking
his armand cutting his head.

On 10 April, ZANU-PF youth league members in the
MountDarwinarea publicly stripped andassaulted six
farmworkers, fourmen and twowomen, and made
themdanceand sing ZANU-PF songs.

Army involvement

During]uly the army wasactively involvedin
intimidating people in many of the areas where the
opposition had madea strong showing in the elections.
Therewerereports of random beatings in the streets
and in beer houses. There were numerous reports of
people in the suburbs of Harare and Kwekwe being
assaultedbysoldiersin what appeared tobe targeted
reprisals for voting for opposition parties.

Breakdown in the rule of law
The independence of the judiciary was under constant
threat during the year. There were a number of strong
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verbal attacks on the judiciary in general as well as on
individual judges. These culminated on 24 November in
an invasion of the Supreme Court by a group of "war
veterans” who disrupted the court hearing and
threatened tokill the judges.

The government complied with court rulingsina
selective way during the year. Therewas no evidence
thatpolice took any action to comply with a 30 March
Supreme Court order to investigate the abduction and
torture of two journalists in January 1999. Court rulings
ordering the police to evict those who invaded farms
were routinely ignored. The governmentdid not act to
comply with court rulings which declared their land
reform scheme unconstitutional. In some cases the
authorities openlystated that they would not comply
with courtdecisions. For example, the police
commissioner publicly stated that his force would not
actin what he called "political matters®, regardless of
court rulings.

Internally displaced people

During the courseof the election campaign more than
10,000people fled the campaign of violence and
intimidation in the countryside to seek refuge in the
cites.

InMay and June the Harare headquarters of
opposition parties, such as the MDC and the United
Parties, provided shelter forinjured party members
arriving in large numbers from the countryside. In
addition, people with no apparent party affiliation fled
the countryside following the threats and violence.

Freedomofexpressionand human rights
defenders

Journalists were prevented from carrying out their work
ina number of ways. They were arrested, beaten and
threatened. A request from the Zimbabwe Union of
Journalists forpolice protection of journalists travelling
into dangerous areas in April received no response.

Zimbabwe's strong NGO community was under
constant threat. Any criticism of government policy was
perceved as opposition activity. NGO members and
activists were threatened with human rights violations,
including death and torture. Voter educationworkers,
manyof whom were drawn from human rights
organizations, were targeted. On numerous occasions
they had their T-shirts torn off and were chased away,
especially in the Mashonaland provinces, but also in
rural areas of the rest of the country.

NGOs reported that individuals, who they suspected
were from the CIO, visited their headquarters, and that
their telephone calls and e-mail were regularly tapped
3 On 30 March human rights activist Mr Mahoso, a
headmaster, was assaulted by armed men, near
Machete, during a school function. He was beaten with
stones, sticks, boots and fists. The armed men also
berated school staff, pupils. parents and guests for
neglecting their national duty by not invading farms.
Pius Ncube, the Roman Catholic Archbishop in
Bulawayo, reportedly received several death threats
during the year. In his post-election speech, broadcast
on national television, the President named
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Archbishop Ncube as one of the key figures
contributing to the opposition vote.

Freedom of assembly and association
Throughout the country, political meetings were
violently disrupted. The MDC called off all their rallies in
the last week of campaigning ahead of the by-election in
Marondera in November, after several of their members
and supporters had been severely injured.

People who were unable to produce the correct party
membership cardwere beaten. When prominent
politicians were holding rallies people were forced to
participate. People who refused were in many instances
beaten.

impunity

Impunity for human rights violations remained an
entrenched problem. Wide-ranging amnesties had
beengranted for human rights violations committed
during the war of independence and after large-scale
atrocities in Matabeleland in the 1980s. [n February, a
Supreme Courtordergranted two human rights
organizations the right to sue the President’s office to
obtain the release of two official reports produced on
the atrocities in Matabeleland in the 1980s. The ruling
stated that "no impunity was accorded to the office of
thePresident”. Attheendof theyearthetwohuman
rights organizations were preparing an application to
the Supreme Court to secure the publication of the
reports.

Amnesty for politically motived crimes

On 6 October PresidentMugabe announced a clemency
ordergrantingamnesty for all politically motivated
crimes committed between 1 January and 31 July, during
the two campaign periods and immediately after the
elections. Although some offences, such as murder,
rape and possession of arms, were excluded from the
amnesty, otherserioushumanrights violations, suchas
torture and abductions, were not.

Al countryreports and visits

Reports

* Zimbabwe: Constitutional reform — an opportunity to
strengthen human rights protection (Al Index: AFR
46/001/2000)

* Zimbabwe: Open letter to President Mugabe on the
20th Anniversary of Independence (Al Index: AFR
46/015/2000)

« Zimbabwe: A human rights brief for election observers
(Al Index: AFR46./012/2000)

« Zimbabwe: A human rights agenda for political parties
(Al Index: AFR 46,/018/2000)

* Zimbabwe: Terrortactics in the run-up to
parliamentary elections (Al [ndex: AFR
46/014/2000)

Visits
Al delegates visited Zimbabwe in February, May and
June.
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WHAT ISAI?

Amnesty International (Al) is a worldwide voluntary
activist movement working for humanrrights, It is
independent of any government, political persuasion
or religious creed. It does not support or oppose any
government or political system, nor does it support or
opposethe views of the victims whose rights itseeks to
protect. Itis concerned solely with the impartial
protectionof human rights.

Al mobilizes volunteer activists— people who give
freely of their time and energy in solidarity with the
victims of human rights violations. There are more than
1,000,000 Al members and subscribers in over 140
countries and territories. Al members come from many
different backgrounds. with widely different political
andreligiousbeliefs, united by adeterminationto work
foraworldwhere everyone enjoys human rights.

Many Al members are organized into groups: there
are more than 7,500 local groups, youth and student
groups and other specialist groups in more than 100
countries and territories, Thousands of other members
are involved in networks working on particular
countriesor themes. In 56 countriesand territories, the
work of Almembers is coordinated by sections, whose
addressesare givenbelow. In another 23 countries and
territories, Al has pre-section coordinating structures,
which are also listed betow.

Whatdoes Al do?

Al works independently and impartially to promote

respect for all the human rights set out in the Universal

Declaration of Human Rights. Al believes that human

rights are interdependent and indivisible —all human

rights should be enjoyed by all people at all times, and
noone set of rights can be enjoyed at the expense of
otherrights.

Al contributes to building respect for the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights by promotingknowledge
and understanding of all human rights and by taking
action againstspecific violations of people’s
fundamental civil and political rights. The main focus of
its campaigning is to:

W freeall prisoners of conscience. According to Al's
Statute, theseare people detained for their political,
religious or other conscientiously held beliefs or
because of their ethnic origin, sex, colour, language,
national or social origin, economic status, birth or
other status—who have not used or advocated
violence;

Wensure fair and prompt trials for all political
prisoners;

Wabolish the death penalty, torture and other ill-
treatment of prisoners;

Wend political killings and "disappearances”;

W ensure that governments refrain from unlawful
killings in armed conflict.

Al also worksto:

Mopposeabusesbyarmed political groups such as the
detention of prisoners of conscience, hostage-
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taking, torture and unlawful killings;

Wassist asylum-seekers who are at risk of being
returned to a country where they might suffer
violations of their fundamental human rights;

W cooperatewith other non-governmental
organizations, the UN and regional
intergovernmental organizations to further human
rights;

Wensure control of international military, security and
policerelations in order toprotecthumanrights;

Morganize human rights educationand awareness
raising programs.

Al: a democratic movement

Alis ademocratic, self-governing movement. Major
policy decisions are taken by an International Council
made up of representatives from all national sections.
The Council meetsevery twoyears, and has the power
toamend the Statute which governs Al's work and
methods. Copiesof the Statute are available fromthe
International Secretariat.

The Council elects an International Executive
Committee of volunteers which carries out its decisions
and appoints the movement's Secretary General, who
also heads up the International Secretariat.

The movement's Secretary General is Pierre Sané
(Senegal), and the members of its International
Executive Committee are Samuel Zan Akologo (Ghana),
MargaretBedggood (New Zealand), Mahmoud Ben
Romdhane (Tunisia), Mary Gray (USA), Paul Hoffman
(USA), Hans Landolt (Peru), Jaap Rosen Jacobson
(Netherlands), Colm O Cuanachéin (Ireland) and
Angelika Pathak (International Secretariat).

Finances

Al's national sections and local volunteer groups and
networks are primarily responsible for funding the
movement. Nofundsaresoughtor accepted from
governments for Al's work investigating and
campaigning against human rights violations. The
donations that sustain this work come from the
organization's members and the public. The
international budget adopted by Al for the financial
year April 2000 to March 2001 was £19,510,000. This sum
represents approximately one quarter of the estimated
income likely tobe raised during the year by the
movement's national sectionsto finance their
campaigningand other activities.

Al's ultimate goal is toend human rights violations,
but so long as they continue Al tries to provide practical
help to the victims. Relief (financial assistance) is an
important aspect of this work. Sometimes Al provides
financial assistance directly to individuals. At other
times, it works through local bodies such as local and
national human rights organizations so as to ensure
that resources are usedas effectively as possible for
those in most need.

During the financial year April 2000 to March 2001,
the International Secretariat of Al distributed an
estimated £125,000 1n relief to victims of human rights
violations such asprisonersofconscience and recently
releasedprisonersofconscience and their dependants,
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and for the medical treatmentof torture victims. In
addition, the organization's sections and groups
distributed a further substantial amount, much of it in
the form of modest payments by local groups to their
adopted prisoners of conscience and dependent
families.

Information about Al is available from national
section offices and from: International Secretariat,
1 Easton Street, London WCiX oDW, United Kingdom.

Al Online
Al Online isdedicated to providing Al's human rights
resources on the web in English
(http://www.amnesty.org). Itcontainsmore than 10,000
filesand receivesoversix million hitsamonth. It holds
most Al reports published since 1996 and all the latest
newsreleases detailing Al's concerns about human
rights issues around the world. Additionally, thereis
informationon the latestcampaigns and appeals for
action to help protect human rights
(http://www.stoptorture.org). You will also find contact
details for Al's offices around the world and links to
hundreds of websites with ahumanrights theme.

There are also Al international sites in
French (http://www.efaiore/),
Spanish (http://www.edai.org/), and
Arabic (http://www.amnesty-arabic.org/).

Al sections

Algeria Amnesty International, BP 377. Alger.

RP 16004

E-mail: amnestyalgeria@hotmail.com
Argentina Amnistia Internacional,
Av.Rivadavia2206- P4A, C1032ACO Ciudad de
Buenos Aires

E-mail: info@amnesty.org.ar
http://www.amnesty.org.ar

Australia Amnesty International, Private Bag 23,
Broadway. New South Wales 2007

E-mail: adminaia@amnesty.org.au
http://www.amnesty.org.au

Austria amnesty international austria,
Moeringgasse 10, A-1150 Wien

E-mail: info@amnesty.at
http://www.amnesty.at

Bangladesh Amnesty International, 28 Kabi
JasimuddinRoad, istFloor, North Kamalapur,
Dhaka- 1217

E-mail: admin-bd@amnesty.org

Belgium Amnesty International (Al Vlaanderen),
Kerkstraat 156, 2060 Antwerpen

E-mail: amnestyaaivl.be

http://www.aivl.be

Belgium Amnesty International (francophone),
rue Berckmans 9, 1060 Bruxelles

E-mail. aibf@aibf.be

http://www.aibf be

Benin Amnesty International, o1 BP 3536, Cotonou
E-mail: aibenin@nakayo.leland.bj

Bermuda Amnesty International, PO Box HM 2136,
Hamilton HM X

E-mail: aibda@ibl.bm
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Brazil Anistia Internacional, Caixa Postal 5013,
CEP90041-970Porto Alegre, RioGrande do Sul
E-mail: anistia@anistia.org.br

CanadaAmnesty International, 214 Montreal Road,
4thFloor, Vanier, Ontario, KiL 1A4

E-mail: info@amnesty.ca

http://www.amnesty.ca

Canada Amnistie Internationale (francophone),
6250 boulevard Monk, Montréal, Québec H4E 3H7
E-mail:info@amnistie.qc.ca
http://www.amnistie.qc.ca

Chile Senores, Casilla 4062, Santiago

E-mail: admin-cl@amnesty.org

CostaRica Amnistia Internacional, 75 metros al norte
de la Iglesia de Fatima, los Yoses, San Pedro, San José
Cote d’lvoire Amnesty International, o4 BP 895,
Abidjan 04

E-mail: aicotedivoire@globeaccess.net

Denmark Amnesty International, Dyrkoeb 3,

1166 Copenhagen K

E-mail: amnesty@amnesty.dk

Ecuador Amnistia internacional, Casilla 17-15-240-C,
Quito

Faroe Islands Amnesty International, PO Box 1075,
FR-110, Torshavn

E-mail: amnesty@amnesty.fo
http://www.amnesty.fo

Finland Amnesty International, Ruoholahdenkatu 24,
D oo180 Helsinki

E-mail: amnesty@amnesty.fi

http://www.amnesty fi

France Amnesty International, 76 blvd. de La Villette,
75940Pariscedex 19
E-mail:admin-fr@amnesty.asso.fr
http://www.amnesty.asso.fr

Germany Amnesty International, 53108 Bonn
E-mail: admin-de@amnesty.de
http://www.amnesty.de

Ghana Amnesty International, Private Mail Bag,
Kokomlemle, Accra - North

E-mail: amnestya@ighmall.com

Greece Amnesty International, 30 Sina Street,

106 72 Athens

E-mail: info@amnesty.gr

http://www.amnesty.gr

Guyana Amnesty International, c/o Palm Court
Building, 35 Main Street, PO Box 10653, Georgetown
Hong Kong Amnesty International, UnitB, 3/F,
Best-O-Best Commercial Centre, 32-36 Ferry Street,
Kowloon

E-mail: admin-hk@amnesty.org

Iceland Amnesty International, PO Box 618,

121 Reykjavik

E-mail: amnestyarhi.hi.is

http://www.amnesty.is

Ireland Amnesty International, Sean MacBride House,
48 Fleet Street, Dublin 2

E-mail: info@amnesty.iol.ie

http://www.amnesty.ie

Israel Amnesty International, POBox 14179, Tel Aviv 61141
E-mail: amnesty@netvision.net.il
http://www.amnesty.org.il
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Italy Amnesty International, Via Giovanni Battista De
Rossi 10, 00161 Roma

E-mail: info@amnesty.it

http://www.amnesty.it

Japan Amnesty International, Sky Esta 2F, 2-18-23 Nishi
Waseda, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 169

E-mail: amnesty@mribiglobe.ne. jp
http://www.amnesty.or.jp

Korea (Republic of) Amnesty International, Kyeong
Buk RCO Box 36, Daegu 706-600

E-mail: admin-ko@amnesty.org
http://www.amnesty.or.kr

Luxembourg Amnesty International, Boite
Postale 1914, 1019 Luxembourg

E-mail: e-mail@amnesty.lu

http://www.amnesty.lu

MauritiusAmnesty International, BP 69,

Rose-Hill

E-mail: amnestyaintnet.mu

Mexico Amnistia Internacional, Calle Patricio

Sanz No. 1104, Depto. 8, Col. del Valle, CP 03100,
México DF

Morocco Amnesty International, Place d'Angleterre,
Rue Souissra, Immeuble No. 11, ApptNo. 1,

Rabat - 'Océan

E-mail: admin-ma@amnesty.org

Nepal Amnesty International, PO Box 135, Bagbazar,
Kathmandu

E-mail: ain@ccsl.com.np

Netherlands Amnesty International, POBox 1968,
1000 BZ, Amsterdam

E-mail: amnesty@amnesty.nl
http://www.amnesty.nl

New Zealand Amnesty International, PO Box 793,
Wellington

E-mail: campaign@amnesty.org.nz
http://www.amnesty.org.nz

Nigeria Amnesty International, PMB 3061, Suru Lere,
Lagos

E-mail: amnestynigaalpha.linkserve.com

Norway Amnesty International, PO Box 702 Sentrum,
0106 Oslo

E-mail: info@amnesty.no

http://www.amnesty.no

PeruSeriores, Casilla 659, Lima 18

E-mail: admin-pe@amnesty.org

Philippines Amnesty International, Room 305

CRM Building I, 16 Kamia Road, 1101 Quezon City
E-mail: amnestyainfo.com.ph

Portugal Amnistia Internacional, Rua Fialho de
Almeida 13-1, PT-1070-128 Lisboa

E-mail: aispaip.pt
http://www.amnistia-internacional pt

Puerto Rico Amnistia Internacional, Calle El

Roble No. 54-Altos, Oficina i1, RioPiedras,

Puerto Rico 00925

Senegal Amnesty International, BP 21910,

Dakar

E-mail: aisenegal@sentoo.sn

Sierra Leone Amnesty International, PMB i02i,
Freetown

E-mail: ai_sl®hotmail.com
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Slovenia Amnesty International, Komenskega7,
1000 Ljubljana

E-mail: amnesty.slo@guest.arnes.si

http://www ljudmila.org/ai-slo

SpainAmnistia Internacional, Apdos03i8, 28080Madrid
E-mail: amnistia.internacional@a-i.es
http://www.a-i.es

Sweden Amnesty International, PO Box 23400,
SE-10435 Stockholm

E-mail: info@amnesty.se

http://www.amnesty.se

Switzerland Amnesty International, Postfach CH-3001,
Bern

E-mail: info@amnesty.ch

http://www.amnesty.ch

Taiwan Amnesty International, Room 525, No.2,
Section 1, Chung-shan NorthRoad, 100 Taipei
E-mail: aitaiwanatransend.com.tw
http://www.transend.com.tw/~aitaiwan/
Tanzania Amnesty International, Luther House,
3rd Floor, PO Box 4331, Dar es Salaam

E-mail: aitanzaintafrica.com

Togo CCNP, BP 20013, Lomé

E-mail: aitogoacafe.tg

Tunisia Amnesty International, 67 rue Oum Kalthoum,
3éme étage, Escalier B, 1000 Tunis

E-mail: admin-tn@amnesty.org

UnitedKingdom Amnesty International,

99-119 Rosebery Avenue, London ECIR 4RE

E-mail: info@amnesty.org.uk
http://www.amnesty.org.uk

United States of America Amnesty International,
3228th Ave,NewYork, NY 10001

E-mail: admin-us@aiusa.org
http://www.amnestyusa.org

Uruguay Amnistia Internacional, TristanNarvaja 1624,
Ap 1, CP 11200, Montevideo

Venezuela Amnistia Internacional, Apartado
Postal siio, Carmelitas, 1010 A Caracas

E-mail: admin-ve®amnesty.org
http://www.amnistia.int.ve

Al coordinating structures

Bolivia Amnistia Internacional, Casilla 10607, La Paz
Burkina Faso Amnesty International, 08 BP 11344,
Ouagadougou

E-mail: Contact buroacenatrin.bf

Caribbean Regional Office Amnesty International
CR.0., POBox 1912, Grenada, West Indies

E-mail: amnestycroacaribsurf.com

Croatia Amnesty International, Martiteva 24,

10000 Zagreb

E-mail: admin@amnesty hr

Curacao Amnesty International, PO Box 3676,
Curagao, Netherlands Antilles

Cyprus Amnesty International, 81 Onasagoroustr.,
PO Box2497, ron Nicosia

E-mail: amnestyalogosnet.com.cy

CzechRepublic Amnesty International, Palackého 9,
noooPrahai

E-mail: amnesty@amnesty.cz
http://www.amnesty.cz
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Gambia Amnesty International, P OBox 1935,
Banjul

E-mail: amnesty@gamtel.gm

Hungary Amnesty International, 1399 Budapest,
PF701/343

E-mail: amnesty. hun&mail. matav.hu
MalaysiaAmnesty International, Pro-tem Committee,
43A, Jalan SS15/4, 47500 Subang Jaya Selangor Darul
Ehsan

E-mail: amnestyatm.netmy
http://www.crosswinds.net/-aimalaysia

Mali Amnesty International, BP E 3885, Bamako
E-mail: amnesty-mli@spider.toolnet.org

MongoliaAmnesty International, Ulaanbaatar 21 0648,

PO Box 180

E-mail: aimnccamagicnet.mn

Pakistan Amnesty International, NEC, B-12, Shelozon
Centre, Gulsan-E-Igbal, Block 15, University Road,
Karachi- 75300

E-mail: amnestyacyber.net.pk

Palestinian Authority Amnesty International,

PO Box 543. Khalaf Building, RacheedStreet, Gaza City,
South Remal via Israel

E-mail: admin-pa@amnesty.org

Paraguay Amnistia Internacional, Calle Juan de
Salazar 488 casi Boqueron, Asuncion

E-mail: a-info®amnistia,org.py
http://www.amnistia.org.py

Poland Amnesty International, ul. Jaskowa Dolina 4,
80-252Gdarisk

E-mail: amnesty@amnesty.org.pl
http://www.amnesty.org.pl

Slovakia Amnesty International, Staromestska 6,
811 03 Bratislava

E-mail: amnesty@internet.sk
http://www.internet.sk/amnesty
SouthAfricaAmnesty International, PO Box 29083,
Sunnyside 0132, Pretoria, Gauteng

E-mail: info#samnesty.org.za

Thailand Amnesty International, 61/9 Park Ploenchit
Tower, Soi Sukhumvit 1, Sukhumvit Road, Klongtoey,
Wattana, Bangkok 10110

E-mail: admin-th@amnesty.org
http://www.thailand.amnesty.com

Uganda Amnesty International groups, PO Box 23966,
Kampala

E-mail: augamnesty@yahoo.com

Ukraine Amnesty International, Maydan Rynok 6,
Drohobych, 293 720 Lvivska obl

E-mail: officeai@dr.lv.ukrtel.net

Zambia Amnesty International, Private Bag3, Kitwe
Main PO, Kitwe

E-mail: zebbiesmmahotmail.com

Zimbabwe Amnesty International, 25 E Bible House,
99 Mbuya Nehanda Street, Harare

E-mail: gertrudena@natfood.co.zw (attn Al Zim)

Al groups

Thereare also Algroupsin:

Albania, Angola, Aruba, Azerbaijan, Bahamas,
Barbados, Belarus, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Botswana,
Cameroon, Chad, Dominican Republic, Egypt, Estonia,
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Georgia, Grenada, Jamaica, Jordan, Kazakstan, Kenya,
Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lebanon, Liberia, Lithuania,
Macao, Macedonia, Malta, Moldova, Romania, Russian
Federation, Turkey, Yemen, Yugoslavia (Federal
Republic of)
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Al INACTION

Al IN ACTION

“The success ofthe 1961 Amnesty Campaign depends
on how sharply and powerfully itis possible torally
public opinion. Itdepends, too, upon the campaign
being allembracing inits composition, international in
character and politically impartial in direction.”

So wrote Peter Benenson in his 1961 article in the
London Observer which founded Amnesty
International (Al). From that call for ayear-long
campaign on behalf of prisoners of conscience has
growna worldwide organization of more thana million
members whose activities nowextend far beyond those
originally envisaged. Itis important to remind
ourselves that the present reputation and international
standing of Al are based on the essential characteristics
which werelaid out 40 yearsago and which still
underpin our work.

Al's strength reflects the quality of the materials it
produces and the meticulous research on which its
campaigning activities are based. During 2000, Al
delegates visited more than7ocountries and territories
to meet victims of human rights violations, observe
trials, and interview local human rights activists and
officials.

Thefactsare gathered inorder to generate action. Al
members, supporters andstaffaround the world
mobilize public pressure on governments and others
with influence to stop human rightsabuses. Al makesit
possible foranyinterested person to send messages of
concerndirectly to those who can change the situation.

Activitiesrangefrompublic demonstrations to
letter-writing, from human rights education to
fundraisingconcerts, from targeted appealson behalf
of a single individual to global campaigns on a specific
country or issue, fromapproachesto local authorities
to lobbying intergovernmental organizations.

Al confrontsgovernments with its findings, by
issuing detailed reports and by publicizing its concerns
in leaflets, posters, advertisements, newsletters and on
the Internet; Al information is available on countless
websitesworldwide.

Al campaigns to change government attitudes and
unjustlaws. One of thewaysitdoesthis isby feedinga
constant stream of information to the media, to
governments and to the UN, urging them to take action.

Al alsostrives to promote awareness and strengthen
theprotection of human rights. It appeals to
international organizations to intervene when a crisis
appears likely to develop. It seeks the protection of
refugees fleeingpersecution and it works with local
humanrights workers who are subjected to harassment
or who are under threat of attack,

Long and medium-term actions

Actions by Al's localgroups and networks— based in
more thanioocountries— continued to grow steadily
during the year.Memberstookpartin actions involving
3,685 named individuals, including prisoners of
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conscience and other victims of human rights
violations,in countries across the world. A total of 9g3
long-term Action Files were active and running and
assigned to 2,732 groups who used a variety of
campaigning techniques on behalf of the cases,
including letter-writing and public events. A total of 108
new Action Files were produced and allocated during
the year while 230were closed in the same period
Theyear sawanincreasing number of innovative
Action Files beingproducedfor work by Al activists.
Theseincluded one to provide protection to activists
fromthe Yugoslavgroup OTPOR (see Youthand
studentsbelow), as well as a demand tochange
legislation discriminating against thegay and lesbian
community inUgandaand an Action File on Guatemala
insupportof HIJOS, a youth-based organization in
defenceof therights of children of the "disappeared".
Local groups were also involved in Regional Action
Networks (RANs), medium-term actions which require
campaigning forbetween one and 12 months. A variety
of campaigning techniques were also used in RAN
actions. During the year a total of 1,776 groupswere
assigned to 23 RANs and they took part in 208 actions.

Youth and students

Youth and student groups make up approximately half
of the Al membership worldwide and are organized into
about3,500groups. In 2000they campaigned
vigorously onall Al concerns, including focusing on
human rights abuses faced by the Serbian student pro-
democracy group OTPOR ("Resistance”). Members of
OTPOR travelled to Slovenia, the Palestinian Authority
and the United Kingdom (UK) to speak to Al youth and
to work with them on creating strategies foraddressing
human rights abuses in Serbia. Al youth and students
sent postcards, e-mails and letters to the Yugoslav and
Serbian authorities, created websites about OTPOR,
and raised awareness in universities with information
stalls, posters and press conferences. The second
International Youth Meeting was held in Slovenia
where 3srepresentatives of the youthand students
networkfrom all regions of the world came together to
create an action plan. Youth camps took place in South
Africa (attended by young people from i5 African
countries), the Palestinian Authority and the
Philippines, and brought together young people to
discuss human rights and take practical action

Urgent Actions

If urgentaction is needed on behalf of people in
imminent danger of gross human rights violations,
volunteersaround theworld arealerted, and
thousands of letters, faxes and e-mails are sent within
days.

During 2000 Al initiated 481 such appeals for the
UrgentActionnetwork. Therewere also 347updates
issued to urgent action appeals; 171 of these asked for
further appeals to be sent. These actions wereissued
on behalf of people in 85 countriesand territories, who
wereeitheratrisk or hadbeenthe victimsof, for
example, torture or ill-treatment; "disappearances”;
political killings and death threats; judicial executions;
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deaths in custody; or refoulement(forcible return) of
asylum-seekers to a country wherethey wouldbein
danger of human rights violations.

Health professionals

Amongthose long recognized as having an important
role to play indefendinghuman rights are health
professionals. The Al health professional network
continued to act in cases of prisoners sufferingill
health because of torture, poor prison conditions and
deprivation of medical care, and campaigned onsome
somedical actionsissued on such cases during 2000.
The network, which has members in more than 30
countries, also acted on behalf of many doctorsand
other health workers whose rightswereabused. InMay,
Al published Harming the healers: Violations of the
human rights of health professionals (Al Index: ACT
75/002/2000), a report on more than 20 health workers
who had been imprisoned, ill-treated or had
“disappeared” inrecent years. It documented the
problemsfacedby healthworkersin the context of
human rights violations and in the exercise of their
profession.

Al health professional groups participated in a
number of Al campaigns throughout the year as well as
organizing meetings, undertaking human rights
education activities and maintaining contacts with
national professional bodies and non-governmental
organizations (NGOs).

Al health professionals contributed toimportant
initiatives within the medical profession
internationally, which included the publication of the
Istanbul Protocol on the medical documentation of
torture. Thiswas the productof three years' workbya
coalition of human rights, legal and medical experts,
and was handedto the UN High Commissioner for
Human Rights, Mary Robinson, in August. The
Principles on the Effective Documentation of Torture—
drawnfrom the Istanbul Protocol — were included inan
Al compilation: Ethical codes and declarations relevant
to thehealth professions (Al Index: ACT75/005/2000),
issued in December.

Crisis response: Sierra Leone

In early May, the capture of around 500 UN peace-
keeping troops by rebel forces of the Revolutionary
United Front (RUF) and the resumption of hostilities
heightened the riskof further mass humanrights
abusesagainstcivilians. Al respondedby stepping up
its ongoing workand increasing its research capacity in
the country, as well as exploring new areas of
campaigning. Theintense campaigning by Al members
over subsequent months has already contributed to
dramatic changes in the international community’s
approachtoresolving the conflict in Sierra Leone.

Al lobbied governments and intergovernmental
organizations (IGOs), in particular the UN, to take
immediate action to prevent human rights abuses and
to ensure that all efforts to resolve the crisis placed
human rights protection as a priority. Specifically, Al
emphasized the obligation of the international
community to ensure that UN peace-keeping forces in
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Sierra Leone fulfilled their mandate to protectcivilians
underimminent threat of physical danger. Al delegates
inFreetown, including Al's Secretary General Pierre
Sané, held meetings with the Sierra Leone President
and other senior government officials, UN
representatives, foreign officials and membersofSierra
Leone NGOs to discuss Al's concerns and
recommendations.

Al researchers in SierraLeoneinterviewed many
children who hadbeenabducted and forced to fight or
"serve”during the conflict, as well as women and girls
who hadbeensubjected torape and forced into sexual
slavery. Their testimonies and the children's drawings
have been used by Al members worldwide, including
women's, youthand studentgroups, to publicize the
plightofwomenand childreninSierralLeoneand to
lobby their own governments as well as the
government of SierraLeone to ensure that the needs of
victims of the conflict are met.

Al had consistently campaigned against the blanket
amnesty granted in the July 1999 peace agreement,
believing that there can be no lasting peace unless the
perpetrators of human rights abuses are brought to
Justice. The events of May 2000 forced the
international community to acknowledge this. Almade
specificproposals onsteps to be taken to address
impunity which helped to move forward the
internationaldebate and contributed to discussions
taking place within Sierra Leone civil society. In August
the UN Security Council decided to establish a Special
Courtfor Sierra Leone to prosecute those most
responsible for the gravest human rights abuses.

Al and other NGOs from around the world joined
togetherto campaign for immediate action to end the
trade indiamonds from rebel-held areas which
finances military assistance to the RUF, enabling 1itto
continue to commit widespread abusesagainst
civilians. Therewas unprecedented lobbying of the
diamond industry itself, as well as of governments in
major diamond-importing countries, the UN and other
1GOs. Al'sunique contribution to the NGO campaign
was its capacity to generate pressure from members
around the world directed at all levels of the diamond
trade, from jewellery shops to the Diamond High
Council. Al's campaigning with other NGOs also aimed
to ensure that the UN arms embargo was enforced and
that no further military assistance reached RUF forces.

Israel/ Occupied Territories/ Palestinian
Authority

0On 29 September at least five people died in Jerusalem
and more than 200 were wounded after being shotby
Israeli security forces. The days and weeks that
followed saw almost daily confrontations between
stone-throwing Palestinians and Israeli troops. By the
end of 2000, Israeli security forces had killed at least
300 and wounded more than 10,000 Palestinians, many
of whom were children under18.

Al mobilized its membership to take action to stop
the killings. Al sections all over the world initiated
publiceventsas well aslobbying and mass letter-
writing activities. As deaths of children mounted, Al
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issued a children’s action, followedsoonafter by a
reportbased on its mission in October. The report
criticized Israeli security services for using military
methods against demonstrators who were not
endangering lives; for using ammunition and weapons
that were suitable forcombatsituations, not for
policing demonstrations; and for the rapid escalation
to lethal force and thefrequentimpeding of medical
assistance.

Al members responded to the escalating situation by
sending thousands of letters not only to the Israeli
government and officials but also to the Palestinian
Authorityreinforcing the need to protect children. A
UN Commission of Inquiry was set up, though without
the hoped-for supportof all members. However,
massive Al pressure may have helped to influence the
Israeli government to agree to set up a judicial
commission of inquiry to investigate the circumstances
of thekilling of Palestinian citizens of Israel.

Alsectionsweresentregularlya list of Palestinian
and Israeli dead, and a posterwas produced in Arabic,
English and French. Membersbegantoorganize
increasingly visible actions, fromreading the names of
thedeadoutloudat street cornersintheUSAto
organizing the ringing of all the church bells in
Switzerland for the dead on 16 December.

Human rights defenders

Human rights defenders play a vital role in holding
states to account in respect of their promises and
obligationsto protect therightsof their citizens. In
many countries around the world human rights
defenders face constant persecution, in particular in
Colombia, Indonesia, Togo, Tunisia and Turkey, on
account of their efforts to support the victims of human
rightsviolations and to expose the abuses committed
by state agents. Work tostrengthen and protect human
rightsdefenders continued to be one of Al's priorities.

InLatin America, Al's special program of protection
mechanisms for human rights defenders at risk worked
closely with local and international organizations to
develop and apply national programs of protection.
This workincluded supporting national and
international internships, as well asinitiatives to
enable mainly foreign nationals toaccompany human
rightsdefenders — including witnesses — facing
imminent danger. Members of the electronic Human
Rights Defenders Networkfor Latin America took
special action on behalf of Brazilian human rights
defenders, including Al members. Other actions
included Guatemalan defenders threatened and
attacked because of their work on impunity, the
“disappearance” of Colombian human rightsactivist
JairoBedoyaHoyos, and activists campaigning for land
rights and against police violence in Para, Brazil.

In May Al published a report, Colombia: Protection of
humanrights defenders — onestep forward, three steps
back (Al Index: AMR 23/022/2000) and launched a one-
year campaign on Colombian human rights defenders
who continue to work despite the alarming dangers.
The report emphasizes that while security measures
offered by the authorities for human rights defenders at
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risk—such as bullet-proof vests and reinforcements for
office premises—are welcome, they fail to address the
root causes or complexity of the problem of military
and paramilitary threats and attacks.

In May Al conducted aworkshopin Mexico to discuss
the application of the UN Declaration on the Rightand
Responsibility of Individuals, Groups and Organs of
Society toPromoteand Protect Universally Recognized
Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms. The
workshop, attended by 40 defenders, was one partof a
long-termstrategy to build a national program on the
protection of defenders.

Following regional and sub-regional consultations
during 1998 and 1999, a coordinator was appointed in
April fora one-year campaign on human rights
defendersin Western Africa Collaborative discussions
with human rights NGOs in anumber of countries in the
regionresulted in a small international consultative
meeting inJune organized by Al Ghana. This meeting
discussed the development of plans for materials and
the organization of a launchevent, and led to the
establishment of coalitions of networks of human rights
defenders, includingAl members.

Worldwide campaigns

Take a steptostamp out torture

In October the movement began a major new
worldwide campaign, Take a step tostamp out torture,
focusing on three key themes: the means of preventing
torture; the role of discrimination in supporting the
tortureinflicted on certain groups in the population;
and putting an end to the impunity which has shielded
somany peopleresponsiblefor torture. The campaign
was launched with arolling program of media eventsin
Tokyo, Beirut, Nairobi, London and Buenos Airesand in
mostof the countries where Al has a section. A website
was set up, www.stoptorture,org, givingvisitorsand
subscribers the opportunity to take immediate action
onurgentcaseswith arisk of torture. For the first time,
Aloffered notices of urgent casessent to subscribers’
mobile telephones using "SMS” text messages.

Al sections organized scores of publicity events and
press briefings to raise public awareness about torture.
Theserangedfroma marathon runin Perutoa
motorbike tour in Nepal, a student march in Canada
and visits to police stations in South Africa.
Government officials and prime ministers pubhcly
signed commitments toend torture. The campaign
attracted extensive media coverage and members'
protestactions swiftly beganto drawresponses from
governments,

Saudi Arabia
Humanrightsarenolongerataboosubjectin Saudi
Arabia. Within days of Al's first-ever campaign against
humanrights violations in the country being launched
in March, the government, in an unprecedented step,
announced its belief in the universality and
indivisibility of human rights. The authorities also gave
undertakings to introduce new legislation with more
human rights guarantees and acceded to the UN
Women's Convention. A dynamic and unprecedented
debate on human rightsbegan in the media
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Throughoutthe campaign Al activists demonstrated
their concern and outrage at thesecrecysurrounding
human rights violations and at the suffering of
countless victims, left with no safeguards and noform
ofredress.

Al members in Europe and North America focused
their campaigning on economic relations and the role
of thebusiness community. They lobbied their
governments to voice their concerns about human
rights inmeetings with Saudi Arabian government
officials. Asian members of Al focused on the plight of
migrant workers, particularly women domestic
workerssuffering abuse at the hands of their
employers, and organizedmeetings with trade unions
and migrantworkers’organizations, as well as their
own governments, toraise awareness and discuss
solutions. Membersin the Middle Eastand North
Africaemphasized theurgency of addressing women'’s
rights, particularly in terms of personal status,
freedomof movement and equal opportunities in

report examines the contexts in which children are
tortured, looks at the international legal framework
that defines and prohibits torture, and makes
numerous recommendations for ending the torture
and ill-treatment of children. The report reveals that
children are tortured because they are caught up in
warsand political conflict; children suspected of
criminal activity are most at risk of torture at the
hands of the state; children are often detained in
conditions that pose a threat to their health and
safety; and many children face being beaten or
sexually abused by the very adults who are supposed
to protect them. Al is calling on governments to fulfil
their obligations under the Convention on the Rights
of the Child (UN Children’s Convention) to ensure that
children are protected from torture and ill-treatment.
Al members around the world undertook a variety of
initiatives such as a painting competition forchildren;
distributing postcards urging governments to "stop
thetorture of childrennow”; taking action on appeal
cases of children who had been tortured; and
organizing school activities including essay

employment.
Animportant breakthrough with thiscampaign was
toend the silence of the international ¢ y

about grave human rights violations in Saudi Arabia
For the first time statements by many governments
raised concerns about the sttuation, in particular the
lack of protection given to theirown citizens caught up
in the criminal justice system, or insome cases
demanding proper redress for their lack of protection.
Al memberscampaigned in the streets throughout the
world, and thousands of signatures were collected in
countries as diverse as the Netherlands and Nepal,
Morocco, Venezuela and Nigeria, united in their
concernto end the secrecy and end the suffering in
Saudi Arabia

Other campaigns

Other campaigns during the year covered human
rights abusesin Algeria, Belarus, Democratic Republic
of theCongo, Harti, india, Indonesia, Russian
Federation and Sudan. Almembers also mobilized
support for human rights defenders in Colombia,
India and Western Africa, continued to develop
nitiatives on economic relations and approaches to
companies, and the transfer of military, security and
police equipment, as well as undertaking pioneering
work on human rights violations linked to identity-
based discrimination. In addition, Almembers
mounted lobbying operations at many of the
worldwide and regional intergovernmental
organizations’ meetings that took place, and
participated actively in meetings including the fifth-
year review of the Beijing Platform for Action
(Beijing plus Five) and preparations for the World
Conference against Racism

Children's rights

For the 2000 Children’s Rights Action and as partof
Al's Campaign against Torture, Al launched areport on
the torture andill-treatment of children, Hidden
scandal, secret shame (Al Index: ACT 40/03B/2000)
Drawing on Al's field research and other evidence, the
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Al'sactivistshavecontinuedtolobbyon the
Optional Protocol to the UN Children’s Convention on
the involvementof children in armed conflict. On 25
May the UN General Assembly adopted the Optional
Protocol by consensus. The focus of Al's lobbying, in
closecooperation with the International Coalition to
Stop the Use of Child Soldiers, has now moved on to
encourage all states to ratify it, without reservations, to
implement itin national law, and to make declarations
endorsing 18 as the minimum age at which voluntary
recruitment will be permitted. The aim of the campaign
is fora minimum of 100 signatures and 5o ratifications
ofthe Optional Protocol by the UN Special Summit on
Children in September 2001.

Al'smembers also took action for the rights of
childrenwho found themselves in thefiringline in
Sierra Leone and in Israel and the Occupied
Territories.

Al's work for juvenile justice is ongoing. In 2000 Ai's
activists continued to investigate cases of people who
were facing the death penalty in the USA for crimes they
were convicted of committing when they were under
18. The use of the death penalty on child offenders
violates numerous international agreements, including
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
and the UN Children’s Convention

Many children who come into contact with the
justice systemencountertorture, ill-treatment and
cruel, inhuman and degrading conditions of detention
Al memberscontinuedtocampaignon the juvenile
detentionsystem, Foundationfor the Well-Being of
Minors (FEBEM) in Sao Paulo state, Brazil, which
collapsed into crisis in October 1999 when years of
overcrowding and ill-treatment led to a series of
violent riots in one of FEBEM's detention centres. Since
then thereformsundertakenhave fallen far short of
those required to tackle thecrisis. Al called on theSao
Paulo government totake immediate steps to address
the human rights crisis in FEBEM.
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Women's Rights

In2000 Al's Women's Rights Action highlighted the
ongoing struggle for women'srights. Central to this was
Al's lobbying for the ratification of the Optional
Protocol to the UN Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women (UN Women'’s
Convention) and work at the review of the 1995 UN
World Conference on Women, held in Beijing

Theyear 1999 ended with the adoption of the new
Optional Protocol to the UN Women's Convention by
the UN General Assembly which will provide an
effective tool to fight discrimination against women. It
creates amechanism whereby individual women in
countrieswhich have ratified the Protocol have the
right to bring complaints to the Committee on the
Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW)
alleging a violation of the rights in the Convention
Under the Protocol the Committee will also be able to
carry out aninquiry if it receives reliable information
indicating grave or systematic violations by a state
partyto the Convention

In June, an Aldelegation attended, along with UN
member states, a special session of the UN General
Assembly to review the delivery of commitments to
promote women's equality, peace and development
drawn up during the Beijing Conference. Delegates
from the Middle East, including Al'sMoroccandelegate,
managed to stagea lightning picket at the main gate of
the UN building although they were threatened with
arrest. Threedaysbefore the end of the UN meeting,
the Al delegates mounted a silent protest. Within 24
hours, Al activists produced hundreds of white T-shirts
emblazoned with the slogan "No Going Back — Women's
Rights are Human Rights” in different languages, which
were distributed to women NGO delegates. The
message, visible during the final two days of the UN
session, was simple and yet powerful.

Reactions to the outcome of the session were mixed.
There wasa reaffirmation of the universality and
indivisibility of women's rightsand humanrights, but
somegovernments deliberately avoided repeating the
phrase "women'’s rights are human rights” which
appeared inprevious UN documents including the
Beijing Platform for Action. However, new
commitments to combat domestic violence against
women and girls were added with specific references to
marital rape; crimes committed 1n the name of honour
and passion; and racism and racially motivated
violence.

Many Al members around the world took partin the
Women's World March 2000 against Povertyand all
Forms of Violence against Women. Organized by the
Fédération des Femmes du Québecof Canada, the
eventwas supportedby international and grass-roots
women's organizations worldwide. Women's rights
activists all over the world marched to raise awareness
about povertyand all forms of violence against women
as obstacles to women's attainment of equality,
development and peace; to demand greater
accountability by governments and the international
trade and financial institutions forchanges required to
improve the status of women and women’s quality of
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life; and to forge global solidarity with grass-roots
women's movements around the issues of poverty and
violence against women.

As part of the program of action on Saudi Arabia, Al's
women's rights activists campaigned against abuses of
women. They organized appeal cases, petitions,
demonstrations, meetings, workshopsand letter-
writing actions, as well as approaching Saudi Arabian
embassies and foreign ministries in the activists’
countries. They also participated in the response to the
Sierra Leone crisis, campaigning on the issue of rape
and other forms of sexual violence against girls and
women. in addition, Almembersresponded to an
action on the trafficking of women from countries of
the former Soviet Union to work in thesex industry in
Israel

Therights of lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgendered people

The year was marked by an increasing activism and
outreach to the gay rights community by Al led by its
own growing network of gayrights advocates and
activists inmore than 40 countries

InJuly, Al took partin World Pride in Rome. This was
an important and high-profile event at which gay rights
were openly stated as a legitimate human rights issue.
Despiteeffortsto disrupt the event, the mood was very
positive with activists from around the world marching
to proclaimgay pride. Al's presence highlighting
discrimination against the gay community as a human
rightsissue provided a strong human rights dimension
to the media and public perception of the event. Al held
apress conference and mounted arally, which was well
covered by local andinternationalmedia Human rights
defenders from the gay community were present,
including one on whose behalf Al members have
campaigned.

A leading human rights defender in Zimbabwe,
Poliyana Mangwiro, of Gays and Lesbians of Zimbabwe
(GALZ),tookpartin an Al speaker’s tour in February
and March, visiting nine Al sections. She was met by an
enthusiastic and engaged audience at all her speaking
engagements and the tourprovided wide media
coverage to GALZ and the situation of lesbian and gay
humanrightsdefenders in Zimbabwe The tour also
gaveGALZ contacts withlesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender (LGBT) organizations internationally and
with the wider human rights movement.

Al's LGBT activists were mobilized to campaign on
behalf of prisoner of conscience Anwar Ibrahim, former
Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Ministerof
Malaysia, whowas sentenced on charges of sodomy,
and on behalf of members of the transgendered
community in Valencia, Carabobo State, Venezuela,
whocontinueto be harassed and jailed in conditions
which may amount toill-treatment.

Al'swork on the USA has continued with actions on
prisons in California and Mississippi inresponse to
reports of attacks againstgay prisonersand the
inadequate care of prisoners with HIV/ AIDS. LGBT
activists also responded to Urgent Actions on
Argentina, Brazil and Saudi Arabia.
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Military, security and police transfers
In 2000 the Al Military, Security and Police (MSP)
network grew to include coordinators in over 60
countries worldwide. This was matchedbya significant
increase in campaigningand research undertakenby Al
and partner NGOs.Such MSP campaigning and research
has become a key focus of Al's work in increasing the
pressureon those directly responsible for human rights
violations and highlighting the responsibility of
supplier governments

International advocacy and campaigning actions
wereproduced and carried out on a wide range of Al's
concernson MSPissues. Thisincluded the international
trade in weapons, equipment and training fuelling the
conflict in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and
callsfortougher controls on brokers and greater
transparency in MSP export legislation. An action on
MSP was produced as part of the program of action on
Saudi Arabia

During 2000, Al activists around the world
campaigned with great skill and commitment on a
range of MSP issues. During the French Presidency of
the European Union, the French World Cup-winning
football team called fortough small arms controls,
gaining wide media coverage and raising the profile of
the debate in France. This was followedby an
international conference on small arms at the French
Senate, attended by government and civil society
representatives from across Europe and West Africa. In
Italy the launchof the campalgn on small arms engaged
decision makers and journalists, and generated mass
popular support. South Africa saw the first ever Africa
Youth Camp attended by young people fromover 25
nations focusing on MSP issues. In the USA, the call for
the government to halt transfers of attack helicopters
to Israel during the recent conflict had a significant
impact on institutional and public opinion, and in the
UK the joint Al/Oxfam "tough arms controls” campaign
gained the support of top politicians,trade unionists
and the public leading to the government proposing
new legislation

Al's cisiswork in SierraLeoneand in Israel and the
Occupied Ternitories had a strong focus on MSP issues
During the response to the Sierra Leone crisis, the Al
movement campaigned toend continuing military
assistance torebel forces, including by calling for
effective controls on arms brokers and an end to the
illicittrade in diamonds from Sierra Leone. Linking the
sale of conflict diamonds to the flow of weapons Into
SierraLeonewas a successful Issue, stumulating
excellent Al activityaroundthe worldincluding in
Belgium,Céted'Ivoire, Israel and the USA. In December
Al called fordeterminedaction to halt thearms-for-
diamonds trade following the publication of the results
of a UN investigation

Companies

Morethan 20 Al sections worked on approaches to
companies in 2000. Traning seminarswere held in
London and New York for Al activists which discussed
practical waysn which Al can influence corporate
behaviour Al business groups continued to develop
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their contacts with companiesbased in their countries
throughdiscussions, smaller bilateral meetings, and
direct talks with companies active in countries facing
human rights crises. In meetings with officials of the
diamond industry during the Sierra Leone crisis Al
stressed the importance of effective international
regulation of the diamond trade in ending human rights
abuses. Theorganization also made representations to
the diplomatic community and the UN

Aspart of its ongoing work, Alpromoted the
responsibility of companies to adhere to human rights
principles, Al also participated in discussions to
develop practical components of the Global Compact,
an initiative of the Office of the UN Secretary-General
Al representatives spoke at national and international
conferences on issues related to corporate conduct,
reporting of business activities, and human rights

As part of the campaign on Saudi Arabia, Al issued a
booklet, SaudiArabia Open for business (Al Index:
MDE 23/082/2000). This presented an overview of the
Saudi Arabian business world and demonstrated how
compantes can apply internationally recognized
standards on human rights despite difficult operating
environments. The business community receivedit
with considerableinterest.

Human rights education

Al structures around the worldcontinued to reflect the
importance of humanrights education (HRE) by
implementing a varied range of innovative and
effectiveprograms.

In many countries, Al leads the way in lobbying for
human rights to be included in the curriculum for
primary, secondary and tertiary education. In some
cases this is successful, but there are still too many
governments in all regions who are unwilling to make
the commitment to officially integrate education on
human rights into curricula.

Anumber of Al sections integrated human rights
education into their plans for the campaign against
torture. For example, Al Belgium, Al ltaly and Al
Spain worked withschoolson developing projects
and materials. Al Canada produced materials for
youth and students and Al Ecuador organized a
schools painting competition on the theme "Stop
Torture”. Al Mongolia targetedthe training of law
enforcement personneland held seminars
specifically ontorture. Al Nepal initiated arange of
activities aimed at children including a regular
children’s column in the section’s newsletter. Al
developed apackage of materials that teachers can
adapt for use in schools

An HRE strategyis being followed in Africa that
demonstrates the long-term planning needed for
sustainable HRE programs. The strategy first aims to
develop the skills and knowledge required to plan,
manage andimplement HRE programs. Regional
workshops conducted for Cote d'lvoire, Senegal and
Togo as well as for Ghana, Gambia, Nigeria and Sierra
Leone have covered such topics as strategic planning,
interactive methodologies, evaluation and
fundraising. These will be followed up on a national
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basis with more specific capacity-building programs
and the implementation of planned HRE programs.

A small workshopforsectionactivists was held in
London to discuss the role HRE can play in developing a
better understandingof women's rights. The workshop
identified that including women'’s rights in HRE
programs can play a major rolen strengthening Al
structures. Al Morocco has developed strong links with
anumber of NGOs thatwork for women's rights and will
include them as target groups in their HRE program

Al representatives attended the UN Decade of
Human Rights Education mid-termreview in Geneva.
They supported the recommendations that ask
countries to reaffirm their commitment to HRE by
developing and implementing national HRE strategies
and committees and providing more resourcesand
initiatives for HRE structures and programs. The review
identified that there were too many ad hocactivities
and notsufficient attention given to a long-term
approach that can ensure human rights are integrated
into all parts of society.

Refugees

Al continued to campaign and take action on behalf of
asylum-seekers and refugees at risk of being forcibly
returnedto countries where they might face human
rightsviolations. Al sections and structures across the
worldprovideddecision-makersandasylum-seekers
with information about human rights abuses in
countries of origin, and alsotook action to try tostop
the forcible return of hundreds of individual refugees.

Al Canada intervened with the Canadian Minister of
Citizenship-and Immigration to prevent the deportation
of several Libyans whose asylum claims were not
successful, fearing that they would be at serious risk of
human rights violations after return. In November, two
Egyptian families were granted refugee status in
Germany after Al had issued a worldwide public
appeal; their initial asylumapplicationshadbeen
rejected as manifestlyunfoundedinan accelerated
procedure. Other appeals issued included the forcible
returnofLibyansfromJordan, and the ill-treatment
and forciblereturnfromLebanon of Sudanese asylum-
seekers and refugees.

Al continued its work toensure that states fulfil their
obligationsunder international law and scrupulously
observe the principle of non-refoulementby not
closingtheir borders insituations of mass influx of
refugees. Al continued tostress this principle in
international forums in connection with the evaluation
of theresponseto the Kosovo crisis in 1999. The same
concernswerealso reiterated in connection with the
closure of the border with SierraLeone by Guinea and
the closure of borders with Afghanistan by Tajikistan
and Pakistan.

Al urged that countries still hosting Bosnian
refugees observe voluntary repatriation standards,
and that those Bosnian refugees who cannot yet
exercise their right toreturn insafety and with dignity
to their homes in eastern Republika Srpska should not
be forcibly returned to otherparts of Bosnia-
Herzegovina.
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Al also continued tocampaign and lobby against
restrictive legislative and other measures which would
deny asylum-seekers and refugees access to fair and
satisfactory asylum procedures. On aregional level, Al
participated in thejoint UN High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) and Organization of African Unity
(OAU) meeting of Government and Non-Government
Technical Experts on the 30th Anniversary of the 1969
OAU Convention on the Specific Aspects of Refugee
Problems in Africa. This resulted ina Platform for
Action which provides further guidance to
governments in the region hosting refugees. Al's
European Union(EU) Association commented on EU
proposals on "temporary protection’, minimum
standards forasylum procedures, revision of the Dublin
Convention (which currently decides which member
state s responsible forconsideringan applicationfor
asylum), reception conditions and carrier sanctions
which fall short of international refugee and human
rights law and standards. Al's EU Association also
successfully campaignedfor the inclusion of a
provisionon the right to asylum and prohibition of
refoulementand collective expulsion in the non-
binding Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European
Unionwhich was endorsed at the EU summitin Nice in
December.

Numerous initiatives were taken by Al sections. Al
Senegal raised concerns about the quality of decision-
making in the National Refugee Commussion, the
decision-makingauthorityforasylum clams. Al Ghana
worked toensurethe rights of refugees fromvarious
African countries who had soughtprotectionin Ghana
Theyhad arrived in Ghana claiming thatthey hadbeen
denied effective refugee protection in Burkina Faso. Al
Australia reacted against the Australian government's
claims that victims of specificforms of gender-based
persecution (such as "honour” killings and trafficking)
were not deserving of protection under the UN Refugee
Convention. Al Sweden successfully participated ina
campaign together with other NGOs against a Swedish
government proposal on the establishment of a new
temporary protection regime 1n situations of mass
flight which would effectively deprive refugees of rights
they otherwise would be guaranteed under Swedish
law. The proposal was withdrawnbefore it was voted
onn parliament. Al Ireland voiced its concerns about
the coming into force of the Irish Refugee Act 1996,
mainly on issues of shortcomings in provisions on
detention, accelerated procedures, and the short time
limits within which representations can bemade on
behalf of asylum-seekers.
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INTERNATIONAL
AND REGIONAL
ORGANIZATIONS

Intergovernmental organizations play an important
role in the protection and promotion of human rights
worldwide. Throughout 2000, Al continued itsefforts to
further its human rights work by seeking to influence
international and regional organizations both in terms
of campaigning against ongoing human rights abuses
and in promoting international standards for the
protection of human rights. Below are some of the
highlights of Al's work with these organizations.

UN Headquarters, New York

Al continued to encourage the Security Councilto
consider the human rights situation of countries they
were deliberating as well as the impact of armed conflict
on specific groups of people, such as women, children,
refugees and the internally displaced. Where the UN has
established peace-keepingoperations, suchas in
Kosovo, Sierra Leone and East Timor, Al called for the
Security Council to ensure that all UN personnelinvolved
beadequately trained in human rights standards and that
there bea systemfor holding peace-keeping troops
accountable for any human rights violations committed,
includinga complaints mecharism. In the case of East
Timor, where the UN is the de factogovernment and
custodian of the human rights of the citizens, Al reviewed
the role of the United NationsTransitional Authority for
East Timor (UNTAET), making specific recommendations
in theareasofthe creation of a human rights culture;
ending impunity and assisting reconciliation; creating
human rights institutions; and enacting legislation and
mechanisms for the protection of the rights of women,
children and minority groups (see East Timor: Buildinga
new country basedon humanrights, Al Index: ASA
57/005/2000). In thecase ofSierra Leone, Al provided a
detailedanalysis of the draft statute of the Special Court
forSierralLeone and encouraged the Council to ensure
that the jurisdiction of the Court and the provisions of its
statute would enable it to be ajust, fair and effective tool
towardsending impunity in Sierra Leone(see Sierra
Leone: Recommendations on the draftstatuteof the
Special Court, Al Index: AFR 51/083/2000).

Working with other non-governmental organizations
(NGOs) and in collaboration with the United Nations
Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM), Alurged the
Security Council to address the impact of armed conflict

an historic resolution that reaffirmed the important
role of women in conflict resolution and peace-
building, emphasized the need for a gender-sensitive
approachto peace-keeping and invited the UN
Secretary-General toreport on these matters.

Al participated in the UN Special Session "Women
2000: Gender Equality, Development and Peace
for the 2ist Century” (the Beijing plus Five Review). Al
lobbied toensure that there would be nogoing back on
what had been achieved in the Beijing Declaration and
Programof Action, particularly on women'’s human
rights. In addition, Al lobbied strongly for the Outcome
Document of the plus Five Review to reflect important
developments on women's rights, such as the adoption
of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women; the inclusion in the Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court of all forms of sexual
violence as a warcrime and, in certain instances, as a
crime against humanity or genocide; and the need for
governments to make new commitments regarding the
responsibility of the state for particular issues, such as
“honour crimes” and abuses by non-state actors. To
coincide with the plus Five Review, Al published a
report, Respect, protect, fulfil women's human rights:
State responsibility for abuses by "non-stateactors" (Al
Index: IOR30/002/2000).

As part of Al's ongoing work to abolish the death
penalty, and with the cooperation of the UN Staff Union,
Al arranged for the premier screening of The Hurricanein
the UN General Assembly Hall. Thefilm illustrates how
racismcaninfectcriminal trials, an issue of major
relevance in the USA where, for example, race, ethnic
originand economicstatus appear to be key
determinants in who will receive adeath sentence and
who will not. In December 2000, UN Secretary-General
Kofi Annan received a petition of more than three million
signatures from all over the world calling for a universal
moratoriumon the death penalty from representatives
of Al, Moratorium 2000 and the Sant'Egidio Communuty.

UN Geneva

In 1998 the Commission on Human Rights initiated a
review of its thematic and country specific special
procedureswith a view to enhancing the effectiveness
of those mechanisms. An inter-sessional working group
established by the Commission produced areport which
wasadopted by the Commission in April 2000 but which
failedto address adequately the serious problems faced
by these bodies. While the number of new mandates
created by the Commission has risen by over a third
since 1995, resources from the UN regularbudgethave
shrunk and consequently the UN servicing of these
mandates has diminished. Alurged the Commussion to
calluponall states toextendopeninvitations to the UN

on women and the fact that women are not adeq y
represented in decision-making on negotiating,
building or consolidating peace. In October 2000,
under the Presidency of Namibia, the Security Council
held a debate on women and peace and security and
was briefed by women and NGOs. Following these
discussions, the Security Council unanimously adopted
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special mect toschedule more timefor
discussion and follow-up of reports from the special
procedures and theirrecommendations, and to urge
member states attending the General Assembly to vote
for the necessary funds from the regular budget.

As part of its work in relation to UN thematic
mechanisms, Al briefed the Special Rapporteuron
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torture priorto his visittoBrazil and the Special
Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary
executions inpreparation for a possible visit to the
OccupiedPalestinian Territories. Incooperation with
the Law Society of England and Wales, Al produceda
document entitled The United Nations Thematic
Mechanisms — Update 2000: An overview of their work
and mandates (Al Index: IOR 40/020/2000), available in
English, French, Spanish, Arabicand Turkish. During the
annual meetingof the Commission on Human Rights
mechanisms dealing with specific themes or countries,
Al encouraged the systematic inclusion of an in-depth
analysis of states’ performances as well as an
assessment of governments'’ responses in the reports of
themechanisms tothe Commission. Al also expressed
concern that the limits placed on the length of reports
presented to the Commission could result in less
satisfactory reports.

At the fifth special session of the Commission on
Human Rights concerning the human rights situationin
Israel and the Occupied Territories, Al called for the
creation of a standing body of international
investigators. Experiences in Algeria, East Timor, Togo,
and most recently the Occupied Territories demonstrate
that the UN is ill-equipped to investigate complex human
rights violations. Members of the standing body would
have proven expertise in international criminal justice
and in conducting criminal investigations, including
forensic science and ballistics. These highly qualified
professionals would be selected by the UN Secretary-
General on the basis of nominations from member states
or sought out by the Secretary-General. They would
undertake to be available for a fixed period of time to
form rapid response investigative teams when required.
Toensure independence and impartiality, nomember of
ateam wouldbe a national of the country or territory
under investigation. The UN would provide training to
the experts in international human rights and
humanitarian law.

Against a backdrop of initiatives from Australia and
the United Kingdom torestrict refugee protection, the
UN High Commissioner forRefugees (UNHCR) launched
aGlobal Consultation on International Refugee
Protection The consultation, which coincided with
thesothAnniversary of the 1951 Convention relating to
the Status of Refugees, is intended to clarify the scope
of refugee protection, but Al fears that it might go
beyond the UNHCR mandate to protect refugees, as
governments seek out new ways to manage migration
flows. Al called on the UNHCR and governments to
allow NGOs full participation in the process and not to
deviate from the issue of refugee protection.

In September 2000, Al sentan Open Letter to
Australian Prime Minister John Howard, after his
government's threat to review its cooperation with
the UN treaty bodies and only to cooperate with UN
thematic special rapporteurs and working groups if
there are "compelling reasons to do so”. In the letter,
Al stated that the measures announced would
undermine the UN human rights protection machinery
and set a bad example for other countries that wish to
avoid international scrutiny of their humanrights
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record. Al called on the Prime Minister to abide by
treaty obligations to extend full cooperation to the
UN thematic and other human rights experts wishing
tovisit Australia. Al continues tomonitor initiatives
by states to “rationalize” the treaty-body system
AsInpreviousyears, Al sent a representative to
observe the Committee on the Application of Standards of
the International Labour Conference on
governments’ effective implementation of international
labour standards. Al raised concerns about the situation
inMyanmar under the International L.abour Organisation
Convention 29 on forced labour; in Pakistan under
Convention 1050n the abolition of forced labour; and in
Colombia and Swaziland under Convention 870n freedom
of association and protection of the right to organize.

Regional intergovernmental organizations
Al maderec ions to the Organization of
African Unity (OAU) on the establishment of the African
Committee of Experts on the Rights and Welfare of the
Child. Inparticular, Al calledfor the full integration of
the work of this Committee into the OAU and urged
member states to nominate independent experts for
election to the Committee. Al continues to campaign for
OAU member states to ratify the African Charter on the
Rights and Welfare of the Child, which came into force on
29November1999. At thesessionsof the African
Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights, Al
raised concerns about the human rights situation in
Zimbabwe and human rights defenders in Africa,

Throughout the year, Al sought to influence the
European Union (EU) to act more vigorously and
coherently to implement its growing human rights
mandate. Through the Brussels office of its EU
Association, Al provided information to the Council,
the Commissionand the European Parliament on the
many countries with which the EU has relations. In
doing so, Al consistently urged that more substance be
given to the human rights clause that constitutes an
“essential element” of the agreements the EU concludes
with other countries

Alissued numerous appeals and briefings in efforts
toinfluence the EU Common Foreign and Security
Policy. Al made special efforts in connection with
certainpriority countries, including lobbying the EU
institutions inBrussels and in themember states’
capitals through the Al sections. Some of those
countriesfeatured prominently in the EU joint
positioning at the 2000 session of the UN Commussion
onHuman Rights — notably Chechnya, subject of an EU-
inttiatedresolution, and China with which the EU is
conducting a special human rights dialogue, of which Al
has been increasingly critical. Al also submitted
information on human rights in the countries in Central
and Eastern Europe and the Mediterranean, including
Turkey, thatare candidates to jointhe EU

Al drew attention tohumanrights abuses withinEU
member states, especially torture and ill-treatment,
and called for monitoringand accountabilityat
nationaland EU level. In proposalsmadeat the start of
Al's campaign against torture in October, the EU was
urged to declare the eradication and prevention of
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torture a key objective of EU human rights policy. Al's
suggestionthatguidelines on torturebe developed for
use in relations with non-EU countries (modelied on
those the EU had operated successfully on the death
penalty since 1998) met with positive interest.

The European Charter of Fundamental Rights
adopted at the Nice summit in December 2000
prompted Al to reiterate its call for the EU to accede to
international humanrrights treaties, including the
EuropeanConventionon Human Rights

Animportant focus for Al's work at the EU were the
comprehensivememoranda drawn up by the respective
Al sections and Al's Brussels office and submitted to the
incoming presidency government. In 2000 Al thus
addressed the Portuguese and French presidencies, and
prepared for the 2001 presidencies by Sweden and Belgium

Alensured a high profile for the campaign against
torture at the Warsaw Human Dimension
Implementation Meeting of the Organization for
Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) on
"Human Rights and Inhuman Treatment or Punishment”
in March. In addition topresentingastatementto the
meetingon Al's concernsabout torture and ill-
treatment in Europetoday, the organization held a
special interest meeting to introduce the new global
campaign tointerested members of government
delegations and NGO representatives.

Al also undertook training on international
standardsfor fair trial for OSCE trial monitorsin
Kosovo anddistributed Al's Fair trials manual(Al
Index: POL 30/002/1998). To mark the soth anniversary
of the European Convention on Human Rights, Al
published a report and launched an action on the issue
of impunity for torture and ill-treatment in member
states of the Council of Europe. An Al representative
attended the Council of Europe intergovernmental
conferencein Rome. Al also attended a meeting of
international humanrights NGOswith the Council of
Europe Commissioner of Human Rights in Paris

Al, incooperationwith other NGOs, continued to
encourage the Inter-American Commission on Human
Rights todevelop its work on human rights defenders,
including carrying out a close study of their situation. At
the General Assemblyofthe Organization of American
States. NGOs pushed for the adoption of astronger
resolution on human rightsdefenders, for action on the
use of child soldiersand the situation inPeru, and for
public support for the creation of the International
Criminal Court (ICC). In thecontext of discussions on
strengthening the inter-American system forhuman
rights, Al continued to raiseconcerns onretrograde steps
taken by Trinidad and Tobago and Peru, and encouraged
states to show their commitment to upholding human
rightsby ratifying the regional standards.

Developing international human rights law
Alwasactive in the negotiations on the Optional
Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the
Child on the involvement of children in armed
conflicttoraiseto 18 years the age at which children can
be recruited into armed forces orgroupsand participate
in hostilities. A founder member of the International
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Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers, Al worked
closely with Coalition partners in campaigning and
lobbyingactivities to strengthen articles during the
draftingofthe Protocol. In May 2000, the Protocol was
adopted by the UN General Assembly. Al is campaigning
for a minimum of 100 signatures and so ratifications of
the Protocol bythe UN General Assembly Special Session
on Children in September 2001.

Al continued to participate in the elaboration of other
internationat standards, including thedraftoptional
protocol tothe Convention against Tortureand Other Cruel,
Inhuman or DegradingTreatment or Punishment and the
draftinternational convention on "dlsappearances”.

International Criminal Court

Al continued its work as one of more than 1,000 NGO
members of the Coalition for an International Criminal
Court, campaigning forstates to sign and ratify the
Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court and
enacteffectiveimplementing legislation. The ICC will
be established after 60 states have ratified the Rome
Statute. There were 27 ratifications and 139 signatures
at theend of the year.

All Al sections and non-sectlon structures have been
requested, as a priority, to lobby their own
governmentsand governmentsin other countries to
ratify the Rome Statute. To this end, Al produced an ICC
“ratification kit” which provides advice on lobbying,
model letters and draftpressreleases as well as a series
of fact sheets containing summaries and explanations
ofimportant aspects of the ICC and a"Checklist for
effective implementation”. The fact sheets cover such
topics as prosecuting crimes against humanity,
ensuring justice for women, and fair trial guarantees.

As part of its continued work to establish a just, far
andeffective ICC, Al participated in all sessions of the
Preparatory Commissions for the International
Criminal Court and lobbied government delegations to
drafteffective Rules of Procedure and Evidence as well
as the El of Crimes, a 1tary instrument
designed to aid the Court in interpreting the Statute.

Selected Al reports

« The United Nations Thematic Mechanisms ~ Update
2000: An overview of their work and mandates (Al
Index: IOR 40/020/2000)

+ 2001 UN Commission on Human Rights: Bridging the
gap between rights and realities (Al Index: IOR
41/014/2000)

« Respect, protect, fulfil =Women's human rights: State
responsibility for abuses by ‘non-state actors' (Al
Index: IOR 50/001/2000)

« Child Soldiers: Criminals or victims? (Al Index: IOR
50/002/2000)

« Sierra Leone: Recommendations on the draft Statute of
the Special Court (Al Index: AFR 51/083/2000)

« International Criminal Court: Checklist for effective
implementation (Al Index: IOR 40/011 /2000)

« Ratification Kit: Lobbying for effective ratification of
the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court
(Available as a ratification kit)
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Rome Statute ofthe International Criminal Court

Asat t January 2001, 139 states had signed the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Courtand 27 of them had
ratified it.On 31 December2000, the deadline for signing the Statute expired. States which had not signed the
Statute by that date will have to accede to the Statute ina single step.

*Indicates ratifications or signatures that took place in 2000.
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Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights o fthe Child
on the involvement of children inarmed conflict

The Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child (UN Children's Convention) requires 10
ratifications to enter intoforce. By the end of 2000, 75 states had signed the Protocol and three of them had ratified
it. (All signatures and ratifications took place in 2000.) This information is taken from: www.untreaty.un org,

Optional Protocol to the C ion on the Elimination of
All Forms of Discrimination against Women

The Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (UN
Women's Convention) entered into force on 22 December 2000. By theendof 2000, 13 states had ratified, twohad
acceded toit, and anothersohadsigned it. Thisinformation is taken from www.untreaty.un.org. ® Indicates
ratifications, accessions or signatures that took place 2000.
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SELECTED INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS TREATIES
Selected international human rights treaties

(AT 31 DECEMBER 2000)

States which have ratified or acceded to a convention are party to the treaty and are bound to observe its provisions.
States which have signed but not yetratified have expressed their intention to become a party at some future date;
meanwhile they are obliged to refrain fromacts which would defeat the object and purpose of the treaty.

The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child has been ratified by all UN member states with the exceptions of Somalia
(which has no functioning government) and the United States of America.
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o SELECTED REGIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS TREATIES
Selected regional human rights treaties

(AT 31 DECEMBER 2000)
Organization of African Unity (OAU)

States which have ratified or acceded to a convention are party to the treatyand are bound to observe its provisions
States which have signed but not yet ratified have expressed their intention to become a party at some future date;
meanwhile they are obliged to refrain fromacts which would defeatthe object and purpose of the treaty.

This chart lists countries which were members of the OAU at the end of 2000
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o
Tunisia
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African Charter on the Rights and

Welfare of the Child
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Organization of American States (OAS)

States which have ratified or acceded to a convention are partyto the treaty and are bound to observe its provisions.
States which have signed but not yet ratified have expressed their intention to become a party at some future date;
meanwhile they are obliged to refrain from acts which would defeat the object and purpose of the treaty.

This chart lists countries which were members of the OAS at the end of 2000.
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Council of Europe
States which have ratified or acceded to a convention are party to the treaty and are bound to observe its provsions.

States which have signed but not yet ratified have expressed therr intention to become a party at some future date;
meanwhile they are obliged to refrain from acts which would defeat the object and purpose of the treaty.

Thischart lists countries which were members of the Council of Europe at the end of 2000.

state 15a party
signed in 2000
e

ProtocolNo 6 tothe European

Convention forthePratection

of Human Rights and

Fundamental Freedoms.

concerming the abolition of the

deathpenalty(1983)
Andorra

Belgium
Croatia

Czech Republic
Estonia

France

German
Hungary
Ireland

Latvia

[fs 25011

Macedonia

Slovakia

Switzerland

Ukraine
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