












































































































































































































































































































































































































Administration of justice 
In November Congress passed measures approved in 
the Mesa de Dia/ago to restore the functions previously 
taken away from the National Council of the Magistracy 
and to abolish the executive commissions of the 
judiciary and Public Ministry. which had been blatant 
interference by the executive in the administration of 
justice. The Attorney General resigned because of her 
alleged links with Vladimlro Montesinos. Three Judges 
of the Constltutional Tribunal who had been sacked in 
[997 were reinstated. 

Prisoners of conscience 
More than 200 people falsely charged with terronsm· 
related offences remained in pnson at the end of 
2000, During President Fujimori's last years In office 
very few of these prisoners were released despite the 
findings of the Ad HocCommisSlon established in 
1996. In itS final report, published in August. the 
Commission stated that it considered that 35 prisoners 
should be pardoned. Two members of the Commission 
also recommended that a further seven prisoners 
should be pardoned. However, the Minister of Justice 
had not made his recommendation by the end of the 
year. In addition the report stated that the 
Commission had passed 246 cases to the National 
Council for Human Rights and that 1 ,440 cases which 
had been rejected by the Commission should be 
reviewed by the Council. The government of Valent In 
Panigua released 31 prisoners in November and 
December 
a Mana Montenegro Montenegro. a mother of four. 
was sentenced to 15 years' impnsonment in 1994 for the 
terrorism-related crime of�treason·. She had already 
been acquitted tWice by two mil itary tnbunals. The 
charges against her were based solely on statements by 
two arrepentidos- members of the armed opposition 
who supply Information leading to the capture of other 
al leged members In return for exemption from 
prosecution, or reduction in or remission of their 
sentences. 

Unfair trials 
Antl-terronsm legislation continued to allow cIvilians 
to be tned by military courts which were neither 
independent nor impartial. At least 1.800 people had 
been tried by military courts for the terrorism-related 
offence of�treason· since 1992. Peru withdrew from the 
inter-American Court of Human Rights In 1999, claiming 
that it could not comply with the Court's ruling that four 
Chilean citizens convicted of treason by military Courts 
In 1994 had to be retned under International fair trial 
procedures. 
a Lori Berenson. a US cHizen, was sentenced to l ife 
Imprisonment in 1996 by a military court. In August 
2000, 10 an unprecedented move and (011 OWing 
international pressure. especially from the USA. the 
mil itary justice system ruled that there had been no 
evidence to convict her of the terrorism-related 
offence of "treason" and transferred her case to the 
ordinary courts. Her trial before a Civilian court was 
continuing at the end of the year. 
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Intimidation and death threats 
Journalists. human rights defenders. members of the 
Opposition and their families were intimidated and 
threatened. However, there were no signs that the 
authorities took these threats senously. It was Widely 
reported that the harassment and intimidation was 
organized from within the Natlonal lntelhgence 
Services (see above). 

Torture/ .II-treatment 
There were reports of torture and ill-treatment and 
dozens of deaths in custody as a result. Methods of 
torture reported included beatiOgs. electric shocks. 
submerglOg the prisoner's head in water and sexual 
assault. 

Prison conditions remained harsh and in many cases 
amounted to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment 
e The pnson of Challapalca was located at over 4.600 
metres above sea level In the department of Puno. 
Access to lawyers. relauves and medical attention was 
seriously hindered by the remote location. 
a Conditions at a prison located In the Callao Naval 
Base near Lima remained harsh. Leaders of the two 
armed opposition groups- Movimlento 
Revolucionano Tupac Amaru (MRTA), Tupac Amaru 
Revolutionary Movement, and Sendero Luminoso, 
Shining Path -were held In solitary confinement in 
underground cells and had no direct contact with their 
relatIves during the visItS which were only allowed 
once a month. 

UN Human Rights Committee 
In October. the Human RIghts Committee reviewed 
Peru's fourth periodic report. The Committee 
recommended that the 1995 amnesty laws be annulled 
and that the authorities refrain from adopting a new 
amnesty law in the future. The Committee also urged 
the Peruvian authorities to ensure the Independence 
and Impartiality of Judges and to create a mechanism 
guaranteed by law which would prevent the executIve 
Interfermg in the judicial system In addition the 
Committee urged the government to review all  cases of 
civilians who had been tried by military tribunals and 
deplored the fact that the mliilary justice system 
continued to be able to try cIvilians. The Committee 
expressed its concern at conditions In Lungancho 
prison in LIma and at Yanamayo and Challapalca 
prisons in Puno department. Finally the Committee 
urged the Peruvian government, among other 
things, to respect freedom of expression m all 
circumstances. 

AI country reports and visits 
Reports 
• Peru: Breakmg the clrcie of impumty and restormg the 

rule of law in Peru - Tasks which must be undertaken 
Without delay dunng the tranSItion Uoint statement by 
AI and the International Commission of JUrists) 
(AI Index: AMR 46/038/2000) 

• Peru: UN Human Rights CommIttee's 
recommendations must be implemented (AI Index: 
AMR 46/037/2000) 
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• Peru: Torture continues unabated (AI Index: AMR 
46/40/2000) 

Visit 
In November, prior to President Alberta Fujimori's 
dismissal, a joint delegation from AI and the 
International Commission of Jurists visited Peru. The 
delegates met with the members of the Mesa de DiJlogo, 
the Attorney General. the Ombudsman. and staff of the 
human rights division of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
The Ministerofthe Interior and the Minister of Justice did 
not agree to a meeting with the delegation. 

P H  I LI P PI N ES 

REPUBLIC OfTHE PHILIPPINES 
Head of state and government: Joseph Estrada 
Capital: Manila 
Population: 71.5 million 
Official languages: PllipI"O, English 
Death penalty: retenttonist 
2000 treaty signatures/ ratifications: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the involve­
ment of children in armed conflict; Optional Protocol to 
the UN Women's Convention; Rome Statute of the 
International Cnminal Court 

An escalation of armed conflict in central Mindanao 
led to the displacement of over 400,000 civilians 
amid reports of indiscriminate bombings and human 
rights violations by the Armed Forces of the 
Philippines (AFP). The Moro Islamic liberation Front 
(MllF) withdrew from the peace process following the 
capture of its main bases. Tensions in the region 
intensified further following a series of kidnappings 
of civilians by the Abu Sawafarmed group on the 
Sulu archipelago. After protracted negotiations. 
military assaults on Abu Sayyafpositions on Jolo 
island led to the displacement of thousands of 
civilians and reports of human rights violations. One 
person was executed before President Joseph Estrada 
announced a temporary moratorium on executions in 
March. In December President Estrada commuted 13 
death sentences after declaring his support for the 
abolition of the death penalty. There were continued 
reports of the torture and ill-treatment of criminal 
suspects, including women, to coerce confessions. 

Background 
Armed connlct In the Mlndanao region, Including the 
protracted Abu Sayyaf hostage criSiS, increased 
pressure on PreSident Estrada'S administration. 
Intermittent clashes with units of the communist armed 
oPPOsItion group the New People's Army (NPA), or with 
NPA breakaway factions Including the Alex Boncayao 
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Brigade (ABB), continued I n  various provinces 
nationwide. In December. following a local peace 
agreement with the ABB's political Wing, President 
Estrada pledged to release over 200 political prisoners 
convicted or being prosecuted for offences al legedly 
committed within the context of armed insurgency 
Political uncertainty Intensified In November as 
allegations of corruption led the House of 
Representatives to Impeach PreSident Estrada. An 
impeachment trial in the Senate was continuing at the 
end of 2000. Falls in the value of the currency 
heightened fears of an economic downturn. 

Armed conflict in Mind.nao 
Moro Islamic Liberation Front 
Armed conflict intenSified in central Mindanao from 
April. AFP offenslves resulted in the capture of a series 
of MllF bases, including the group's headquarters in 
July. Over 400,000 CIVilians were internally displaced 
amid reports of indiSCriminate aerial and artillery 
bombardment of civilian areas suspected of cOntaimng 
MILF forces, and of extrajudiCial executions, 
�disappearances� and torture of those thought to have 
links to the MllF. At least )00 ciVilians were reportedly 
killed in theconnlct 

In July the MILF announced its withdrawal from the 
peace process and called for ajJhad(holy war) against 
the government. Clashes between the AFP and MILF 
forces continued throughout 2000. Mobilization of 
expanded local militia units and of ChriStian ciVilian 
vigilante groups escalated tensions. MIlF forces were 
responsible for breaches of International humanitarian 
law including bombing civilian targets, del iberate and 
arbitrary killings of civilians and hostage-taking. 
Abu Sawa' 
In March, members of Abu Sayyaf, a Muslim separatist 
armed group involved 10 kidnapping for ransom, took 
hostage over 50 CIVilians, mainly schoolchildren. on 
Basilan Island. In May, more than 25 of the remalmng 
hostages were freed after military assaults during which 
six hostages were reportedly killed by Abu Sayyaf. ln 
May, Abu Sayyafunits kidnapped 21 foreign tOUrists and 
workers from a resort in Sabah (Malaysia) and held them 
hostage onJolo island. After protracted negotJatJons, 
the seizure of more hostages and the payment of 
ransoms, some of the hostages were freed. In 
September. after the kIdnap of three other Malaysians, 
the AFP launched assaults on Abu Sayyafposltions on 
Jolo, impoSing a temporary media and travel ban on the 
island. At least 80.000 civilians were reported to have 
ned their homes to escape armed clashes and 
bombardments, often apparently indISCriminate. 
Although difficult to corroborate, there were persistent 
reports of human rights violations by the mtl ltary, 
including extrajudicial executions. arbitrary arrests and 
�disappearances� of suspected Abu Sayyaf members. 
Military operations continued at the end of 2000 as at 
least two hostages remained in captivity. 

Reports of torture and Ill-treatment of detainees by 
police and AFP personnel continued. Victims included 
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both those suspected of links with commumst or 
Muslim armed oPPOsition groups and ordinarycnminal 
suspects, including women and mlnOrs_ Methods 
reported Included beatings with fists and gun butts, 
electro-shocks, partial suffocation, rape and sexual 
abuse. Safeguards such as valid warrantS of search and 
arrest, and the right of detainees to have access to 
lawyers and relatives durmg custodial investigation, 
were not Implemented effectively 

In May, nine Muslim men who had been arrested, 
reportedly without valid warrants, on suspicion of Unks 
to a senes of bombings in shopping malls In Manila 
al leged that they were kicked and beaten by police in 
an attempt to coerce confeSSions. 
� At least seven female detainees reported that they 
had been raped or sexually abused In custody_ In Apnl, 
two police officers were reportedly arrested for raping 
an 18-year-old woman detained for alleged vagrancy 

Extrajudicial executions 
Cnmlnal suspects were penodlcally killed by poltce 
while allegedly Mreslsung arres( or �attempting to 
escape� Suspected members of the N PA were reported 
to have been extrajudicially executed, some while 
wounded. In the aftermath of clashes with AFP units 

In June murder charges were filed against 
10 members of a police unit who shot dead two Muslim 
men in Mamla during an arrest operation against 
suspected MILF sympathlzers 

Death penalty 
In January Alex Bartolome. convicted of raping hiS 
daughter, became the seventh person to be executed by 
lethal injection since the PhilipPines resumed 
executions In 1999- Death sentences conllnued to be 
Imposed throughout the year, and over 1.0400 pnsoners 
were reported to be under sentence of death by the end 
of 1000. Concerns that people were sentenced to death 
after unfair tnals continued, particularly In light of 
allegations that police tortured and ill-treated cnmlnal 
suspects in order to coerce confessions or 10 Implicate 
alleged accomplices 

In March President ESlrada declared a temporary 
moratorium on executions to mark the ChriStian Jubilee 
year. In December he announced hiS intention to 
commute at least 107 death sentences confirmed by the 
Supreme Court. Thirteen commutation orders had been 
signed by the end of 1000. Noting that most of those 
sentenced to death were poor and underpnvlleged. 
President Estrada declared his support for a 
congressional review and the eventual repeal of the 
death penalty law 

AI country reports and visits 
Report 
• PhiliPPines: The Rolando Abadllla murder mqulry - an 

urgent need for effective Investigation of torture (AI 
Index: ASA 35/008/2(00) 

AI also ISSUed a senes of statements calling on all Sides of 
the Mlndanao conflict to respect International 
humanitarian and human nghts law. The organization 
condemned hostage-taking by armed opposition group'. 

POL 

Visits 
AI delegates VISited the PhiliPPines In March and June to 
research the torture and Ill-treatment In detention of 
politIcal and Criminal suspects, including women and 
children. 

POLAND 

REPUBLIC O F  POLAND 
Head of state: Aleksander Kwasnlewski 
Head of government: Jerzy Buzek 
capital: Warsaw 
Population: 38.7 million 
Official language: Polish 
Death penalty: abolitiOnist for all cnmes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Second Optional 
Protocol to the International Covenant on CIVIl and 
Political Rights, aiming at the abolluon ofthe death 
penalty; Protocol No. 6 to the European Convention on 
Human Rights concerning the abolition of the death 
penalty 

There were reports of arbitrary detention and ill· 
treatment in "sobering-iJp" centres. The authorities 
appeared to condone the ill-treatment of new 
recruits to the army. Some Roma were inadequately 
protected from racist violence. 

Arbitrary detention and ill-treatment 
There was concern that a 19�b law which allows people to 
be held for up to � hours In ·sobenng-upcentres-was 
used by police officers to detain peoplearbltranly. Under 
this law. detention IS not subjected to JudiCial review 
Manyof those detained under thiS law complained that 
they were ill-treated by officers workmg in the centres. 
but Investigations appeared to have beenconducled 
only In cases of grave inJury or death 10 custody 
a In April the European Court of Human Rights ruled 
that the detention of Wit old Utwa had been In violation 
of the European Convention for the Protection of 
Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms_ Wltold 
litwa had been arrested by police officers in a post 
orrice in Krak6w in May '994. following a complaint by 
postal clerks that he was drunk and behaVing 
orrenslvely. He was then taken by police oHlcers to a 
�sobering·up· centre where he was beaten by police 
officers and I l l-treated by staff 
fj In May, 18·year·old Robert M was stopped by 
police at a railway station In Warsaw and taken to the 
�sobeflng-up� centre In Kolska Street According to the 
police, he was so drunk he could not travel on hiS own 
It later came to light that he had a relatively low level of 
alcohol In hiS blood and that dunng a medical 
examination he had been conscIOus. In good phYSical 
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condition with a normal pulse and blood pressure. In 
the mornmg he was taken unconSCIOus to a hospital 
where he died following an operation in which a 
haematoma was removed from his bram The doctor 
who operated on him reponedly said: �He didn't stand a 
chance. I{ he was conscious on emenng the 'sobering­
up centre', his injuries must have happened there. � An 
investigation into Robert M. 's death was reportedly 
under way at the end of the year. 

Army recruits 
The humiliation and abuse of new recrUits was believed 
to be endemic In the army. The Polish HelSinki 
Foundation for Human Rights expressed concern that 
military commanders failed to tackle the routine ill­
treatment of younger soldiers 
a In February Polish television broadcast a 
documentary film about the 25th Air Cavalry Brigade, 
based at Tomaszow Mazowieckl, The documentary 
showed non�commisSioned officers IOrmentlng 
conscripts with verbal abuse, and humiliatmg them 
during traming. In April. (WO corporals of thiS brigade 
were reportedly convicted by a military court for 
forcing two conscripts who were caught smokmg to 
perform press-ups while wearing gas masks comammg 
10 lighted cigarettes. 
Cl /n February, seven former senior conscripts went 
on trial before the Szczecm Garrison Court for forcing 
younger colleagues to ·play sheep�, which involved 
crawling around on the noor and hitting their heads 
against the wall. Junior conscripts were also forced 10 
wear dog collars and walk on a lead, and were 
undressed and sexually assaulted. 

Roma 
InJune the Council of Europe's European Commission 
against Racism and Imolerance expressed concern 
about racially motivated violence against Roma. The 
CommiSSion noted that according to some reports, the 
police response to such acts was slow and 
investigations inadequate. The Commission also 
expressed concern about allegations of police violence 
and called on the authontles 10 Investigate all alleged 
malpractice and 10 pUOlsh offenders, 
a In August, in Tarn6w, two masked men broke mto 
the home of Agata Ciureja, a 32-year-old Romani 
mother of SIX, and attacked her with an axe, causing 
inJunes which required hospitalization. Agata Ciureja 
told a local Romani orgamzatlon that she believed that 
the attackers were members of a group of about 20 
skmheads who had broken mto her apartment about 
three weeks previously, in an attempt to scare her out 
of the neighbourhood, At the time the police detained 
two suspects who were subsequently released. 
FollOWing the second attack Agata Ciureja went into 
hiding 
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PORTUGUESE REPUBLIC 
Head of state: Jorge Fernando Branco de Sampaio 
Head of government: Ant6nlo Manuel de Ohvelra 
Guterres 
Capital: LISbon 
Population: 9.8 million 
Official language: Portuguese 
Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children'S Convention on the Involve­
ment of children In armed conflict; Optional Protocol to 
the UN Women's Convention 

Several deaths in, or immediately following, police 
custody were reported, The arrest of two police 
officers in connection with a homicide charge 
prompted angry street protests by police, and a 
prosecuting magistrate claimed to have been 
severely intimidated by some officers. Allegations of 
police i ll-treatment and of cruel, inhuman and 
degrading conditions in prisons persisted. Judicial 
inquiries continued into previous allegations of 
police ill-treatment 

Background 
In a year marked by serious allegations of police 
brutality, the UN Committee against Torture urged 
Portugal to shift "police culture� further towards 
respect for human rights. A range of legal and 
regulatory initiatives were undertaken, They included 
the establishment m May of a workmg group. 
coordmated by an Inspector of the Intenor Ministry's 
police oversight body, the General Inspectorate of 
Internal Administration (IGAI), to draw up an ethical 
code for the Public Security Police (PSP) and National 
Republican Guard (GNR). Practical measures to combat 
police violence Included plans to install Video cameras 
in all police stations and to close detention cells m 
police stations, concentrating them in the diVISional 
buildings of the PSP. where detainees could be placed 
under the surveillance of officers of higher rank. The 
Justice Ministry confirmed that a new pnson 
Inspectorate was being created. This would, among 
other things, receive and examine complamts from 
prisoners. Its work was complemented by magistrates 
who carried out monthly Visits to pnsons and who were 
able to receive complaints. 

t · .  
At least three judiCial investigations were opened into 
deaths in or after police custody. In January, two men 
died in separate incidents, on the same night and in the 
same City, allegedly after being severely beaten by PS? 
officers. In all three deaths the cause was attributed to 
a ruptured spleen. 
a A./varo Rosa Cardoso, a Rom, was allegedly beaten 
severely with truncheons and pistol-whipped by pollce 
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who had been called to a street disturbance In the 
Aldoar area of Oporto. After being held in custody at 
Pinheiro Manso police station. he was taken to the 
HospItal de Santo Ant6nio, where he died. Varymg 
versions were gIven of the death, Alvaro Cardoso was 
said to have been injured in a street fight before the 
arrival of the police. He was also said to have injured 
himself in a fall at the stallon and 10 have died of one or 
two heart attacks. After the Commander of the PSP of 
Oporto endorsed the police versIon that death was 
caused by a heart attack, the cause of death was found, 
on the contrary, to have been a ruptured spleen. 
Criminal and disciplinary procedures were opened and 
the Commander replaced. According to the Interior 
MInistry there was evidence of �vlolence innicted by 
one or more PSP offlcers�. Two officers were 
provIsionally detaIned and examined m connection 
with a homIcide charge. 

In April PSP officers reportedly made death threats 
against a prosecuting magistrate after ajudge's 
decIsion not to release the two offIcers. Because no 
formal complaint was lodged by the magIstrate. no 
judicial investigation was undertaken. The threats took 
place against a background of angry street protests by 
police throughout Portugal, some of whom surrendered 
their weapons and wept openly. 

In October. almost six months after the detentions, 
the Oporto criminal court (TIC) ordered the closure of 
the case on grounds of lack of eVIdence. A relative of 
Alvaro Cardoso, 17-year-old Franquelim Romao, who 
had been arrested with him, and had reportedly 
testified to the beating, remained the sole defendant m 
the proceeding, accused of assaultmg PSP officers. The 
prosecutor appealed against the court decision, which 
was reportedly based largely on the testimony of nine 
witnesses, many of whom were police oHicers who had 
origlOally been suspects, and on a particular 
interpretatIon of the opmion of a forensic specialist 
that the spleen was not a ·vltal" organ. 
Cl On the same night in January PauloSilva died of 
internal injuries after complaining to his mother that he 
had been badly beaten by PSP oHicers in the Cerco area 
shortly before. He was taken to the Hospital de sao Joao 
with a ruptured spleen. Nine orficers remained under 
investigation in connection with the death. A separate 
internal inquiry was being conducted into an apparent 
attempt by the officer in command of the police unit 
involved to falsIfy paperwork. 
a Judicial and IGAl lnqulries were also being carned 
out into the death of Ant6nio Mendes dos Santos, who 
died about 10 days after being held at a police station at 
COimbra in June. He too was reported to have died from 
injuries to the spleen. 

Police ill-treatment 
New allegations of police i ll-treatment were reported 
and various judIcial investigations continued Into 
previously reported cases of police brutality. 
a judicial and disciplinary inquiries were opened 
into the alleged i ll-treatment of Mario Joao Augusto 
Rocha, a young black man who claimed that in February 
he was assaulted by PSP offIcers who intercepted him 
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while he was walkmg to his girlfriend's home at Arroja. 
Odivelas. AccordlOg to MarlO Rocha he was punched 
and slapped by plamclothes officers both before and 
after belOg laken to the police station at Odivelas, 
where he was also racially abused. He was asked only 
later for his Identity papers. He was subsequently 
treated at the Hospital de Santa Maria. He lodged a 
complaint with the PSP of San to Ant6nlo dos 
Cavalelros, loures. 
Cl In December Mozambican national Candldo 
Ventura Coelho, who suffers from a mental disability, 
and his 17-year-old brother. Jose Carlos Coelho, were 
taken to the PSP station 10 Damala, near lisbon, to be 
Identified and queslIoned. Candido Coelho. who had 
become a little muddled dUring questioning, was 
reportedly taken Into a bathroom by an officer who 
pushed his head against a wall and punched him 
repeatedly in the face and head untIl a second officer 
intervened Candido Coelho was subsequently treated 
10 hospital, His complaInt was being investigated by the 
Judicial PolIce at the end of the year 

Prisons 
I l l-treatment by prison guards- mainly beatmgs­
mhuman and d�radlOg condItions, and cases of 
medical neglect continued to be reported. Many such 
reports were received about Unh6 prison, SlOtra. 
Prisoners sufferlOg from Illnesses, often with HIV/AIDS, 
alleged inadequate access to medical treatment, 
medical neglect and dIsregard of their dietary needs. 
The Justice MInistry Informed AI that the rate of 
overcrowdIng was diminishing and that out of a total of 
1.164 inquiries Into complamts dUring 1998-99. only 117 
related to all�ed acts of violence by prison staff. 
Twenty-three prison officers (out of a total of 
approximately 4,000) were punished WIth dismissal or 
compulsorily retired. These pUnishments dId not all 
relate to assaults on prisoners. 

The UN Committee againstTorture 
In May the UN Commmee agalOSt Torture examined 
Portugal's third periodic report on its compliance with 
the provIsions of the Convention against Torture. The 
Committee expressed concern about continuing reports 
of deaths in custody and police ill-treatment and 
persIsting reports of inter-prisoner Violence. The 
CommIttee urged Portugal (0 ensure in particular that the 
Criminal investigation and prosecution of public officials, 
such as police officers, were undertaken as a • matter of 
course�, where the eVidence revealed the commission of 
torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment. AI submitted a report to the Committee. It 
summarized AI's maIn concerns about death and 111-
treatment 10 polIce custody and in prisons and about 
cases of effectIve Impunity and excessive use of force by 
law enforcement officers between 1997 and the begmnlng 
of zooo. Al acknowledged the poSitive contribution made 
by IGAI to the momtoringand supervision of the activitIes 
of the psp and GNR. Nevertheless. IGAI could not conduct 
its own disciplinary Investigations. or Impose ItS own 
penalties, and questions remained over the thoroughness 
of some of the inqUIries carried out. 
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AI country report 
• Portugal: Small problems ... ? A summary of concerns 

(AI Index: EUR 38/001 12000) 

QATAR 

STATE OF QATAR 
Head of,tate: al-Sha,kh Hamad Ibn Khalifa AI-Than, 
Head of government: al-Sha,kh Abdullah Ibn Khalifa 
AI-Tham 
Capital: Doha 
Population: 0.6 million 
Official language: ArabIC 
Death penalty: retentlonlst 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: UN Convention 
against Torture 

The trial of more than lOO people charged with 
involvement in the failed coup attempt of 1996 was 
concluded. At least 33 defendants received lengthy 
prison sentences. One political detainee, 'Abd ai­
Rahman bin 'Amir al-Na'imi, remained held without 
charge or trial for a third consecutive year. At least 
three people were executed in the first executions 
recorded by AI in more than 10 years. 

International human rights treaties 
In January Oatar acceded to the UN ConventIon against 
Torture. This was the third major international human 
nghts instrument to which Oatar has become a party. 
The others are the UN Children's Convention and the 
UN Convention agamst Racism 

Coup trial 
At least 33 people were sentenced to life imprisonment 
for their involvement in the failed coup attempt of 
1996. Of the 33 convicted, nine had been tried in 
absentia. A total of 8sother defendants were acquitted. 
In previous years AI expressed concern that many of 
the defendants in this trial were allegedly tortured to 
force them to confess. To AI's knowledge. there was no 
Investigation into these allegations. AI had no details of 
the eVidence on which the defendants were convicted. 
Both the defence and the prosecution launched appeals 
against the sentences, 
Cl Fahd 'Abdullah JaSlm AI-Malki. one of the 
defendants sentenced to life Imprisonment, had been 
forcibly returned to Oatar from Yemen in August 1998 
He was allegedly beaten while under mterrogatlon 

Detention without trial 
'Abd al-Rahman bin 'Amlr al-Na'iml continued to be held 
without charge or trial and without the opportunity to 
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challenge the legality of his detention in a court of law. 
He was arrested In June 1998, after he sent a peution to 
the members of the Consultative Council (MaJlisal­
Shura), in which he CritiCized aspects of government 
policy. Thegovemment has failed 10 respond to AI's 
repeated requests for clarification of his legal status. 

AI continued to receive reports of torture and 111-
treatment. 
a Mazen al-Khatib, a United Kmgdom national. was 
allegedly tortured while awaiting tnal after his arrest in 
December 1999. Mazen al-Khatlb was alleged to have 
been forced to lie for seven hours on his back, With his 
hands handcuffed behind his back. and beaten around 
the neck and head with a stick. The government failed 
to respond to AI's request that these allegations be fully 
Investigated, 

Executions 
Two men, Oader Aktar Hassan and Ams Oassem 
Dahnassi, and a woman. Fatima Yussef ai-Din Sayed, all 
Indian nationals, were executed on 14June in Doha 
prison. According to AI's records. these were the first 
executions In the country for more than 10 years. 
The last execution recorded by AI took place in 
October '988. 

ROMANIA 

ROMANIA 
Head of state: ton Iliescu (replaced Emil Constantlnescu 
in December) 
Head of government: Arian Nastase (replaced Mugur 
Isarescu in December) 
Capital: Bucharest 
Population: 22.5 m,llIon 
Official language: Romanian 
Oeath penalty: abolitionist for all crimes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children'S Convention on the involve­
ment of children in armed conflict; Optional Protocol to 
the UN Women's Convention 

There were numerous reports of torture and ill­
treatment by law enforcement officials, The 
intimidation and harassment of victims and 
witnesses impeded prompt and impartial 
investigations. Reforms to improve procedures on the 
useofforce and firearms by police and to establish 
an independent complaints investigation mechanism 
had not been initiated by the end of 2000. Reforms 
to the Penal Code, the Penal Procedure Code, the Law 
on the Execution of Penal Sentences and legislation 
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governing the police, proposed by the authorities in 
September 1999, were also not adopted by 
parliament. Conscientious objectors to military 
service were threatened with imprisonment 

Background 
In November and December, the voters returned to 
power Ion l Iiescu and the Partidul Democra(lel Soclale 
din Romania (PDSR). Social Democratic Party of 
Romania. who had been defeated in elections four 
years earlier. The ruling coalition had failed to deliver 
promised reforms and to end widespread corruption, 
and had presided over Instability and a further 
deterioration in living conditions, with close to 40 per 
cent of the population below the official poverty line. 

During the presidential and parliamentary elections 
the extremist Partidul Romania Mare(PRM), Greater 
Romania Party. gained slgmficant support. especially 
among younger voters. The PRM leader. Corneliu Vadim 
Tudor. had previously made xenophobic and anti­
Semitic remarks and had incited intolerance againSt the 
ethnic Hungarian and Roma communities. leaders of 
the PDSR claimed that they would not seek to form a 
coalition with the PRM. a party whose support they had 
enjoyed 10 the previous 10 years. and with whom they 
shared government between 1991 and 1996. 

Torture/ ill-treatment 
I l l-treatment and torture by law enforcement officers 
continued to be widespread. Many incidents occurred 
during police Investigations into criminal complaints. 
when force was allegedly used to extract "confessions" 
from suspects. Police often charged their victims with a 
misdemeanour such as "insulting a police officer" or 
"disturbing the peace" In a few incidents the police ill­
treated peaceful demonstrators or those who engaged 
in legilimate political activity, 

A number of victims of ill-treatment who filed 
complaints or whose cases were widely publicized were 
subsequently intimidated and harassed. As a result. 
some withdrew their complalOts. As in the past, the 
authorities did not acknowledge that harassment took 
place. failed to provide adequate protectiOn to the 
complainants and failed to Investigate the InCidents. 
a In July Marian lonel Pavel was summoned to the 
police station in Ciochina to answer questions about 
the theft of a horse. When he refused to confess he was 
reportedly punched, beaten with truncheons and 
kicked by three police officers. He was subsequently 
released Without charge. 
a In January Silviu Rosioru and a fflend were 
drinking at a baron the BuUiu-Ploiesti road. SlIvIU 
Rosioru reportedly made a nippant remark about 
officers of the BuzAu emergency intervention police 
sub-unit, who were sitting at a nearby table, On hearing 
it, they allegedly threw him to the noor. handcuffed 
him. kicked him and beat him with their batons. When 
he and his friend tried to escape. the police officers 
dragged SlIvlu Rosloru out of the taxi-cab and placed 
him In their van where they beat him on the way to the 
police station. He was later fined for allegedly Insulting 
the bar staff and refusing to provide identification. HIS 
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signature on a confession was allegedly forged. As a 
result of the beating, Sllviu Rosioru suffered multiple 
bruises on hiS chest. abdomen. thigh and buttock. 
a In November the PDSR mayor ofTargusor. 
Constanta county. apprehended three university 
students who were putllng up election posters for 
Convenrla DemocratA dm Romania-zooo(CDR-1OOO). 
Democratic Convention of Romania-lOCO. They were 
taken to the mayor's office where one of them was 
allegedly beaten. After they left the town, they were 
stopped by a local police officer, who reportedly 
assaulted them and tried to run them down with his 
vehicle. 

Investigations 
Although the authonties reportedly inillated 
Investigations into complaints of torture or iII­
treatment, 10 most instances investigations were not 
conducted promptly and impartially. Complaints were 
often dismissed on technicalities. 
a In September, Information was received from the 
Ministry of Justice concerning the lOvestigatlon into the 
199B police raid In the village of Merisani when six 
people had been ill-treated. None of the police officers 
was charged, on the grounds that the victims -did not 
lodge complaints ... accompanied by medical papers or 
other evidence�. The Ministry did not comment on the 
fact that Investigations Into torture and ill-treatment 
are legally mandatory and not dependent on the 
victim's consent or ability to provide eVidence. In this 
case the victims could not obtain a forensic medical 
certificate because the police had kept their Identity 
cards for I1 days. The Ministry of Justice explained the 
legal procedures for retamlng identity cards. but 
omitted to state whether these rules had been 
respected in this case. 
a Another report from the same ministry. concerning 
the all� ill-treatment ofDumitru Auras Marcu and hiS 
wife in 1998. contained copies of 16 witness statements, 
including some by people who had denied any 
knowledge of the incident when approached after the 
event by an AI delegate. The statements contained 
contradictory views on the manner in which the victim 
had been restrained by police officers, casting doubts on 
the veracity of the officers' version of events. The 
authorities did not make public a full report of the 
investigation which would have explained how the acting 
prosecutor assessed the eVidence when decidIng not to 
cha�e the suspected officers with any Criminal offence. 

Failure to reform the police force 
The relative impunity enjoyed by police officers who 
committed human rights violations was in part 
perpetuated by the government's failure to reform the 
Ministry of the Interior. The Law on the Status of Police 
Officers, which would have demilitarized the Ministry 
of the Interior, and amendments to the Law on the 
Police Force were not adopted by the end of 1000. 
a In Apnl, Adnan Pitu, a former major in the police 
force, was tried In absentia by the Bucharest Military 
Tribunal on charges of tampering with or destroying 
documents. He was sentenced to two years' 
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imprisonment. He was apparently cha�ed to vlolauon 
arhls nght to freedom of expression following 
complaints by colleagues whom he had publicly 
criticized. The sentence was quashed on appeal In 
November. a month afler hiS case was featured I n  a BBC 
radio program. Adnan PiluJomed the police In 1990, 
followIng the democratic changes In the country. but 
soon became disillusioned wnh the lack of reforms 
within the police and the growing corruption among hiS 
colleagues. In 1997 he pUblicly urged the newly elected 
authorities to Investigate police abuses, mcluding cases 
of torture and ilI·treatment, and alleged that police 
gave protection to people with links to organized crime. 
Shortly after he met the then Mmister of the Interior, 
Gavril OeJeu, Adnan Pitu and hiS Wife started recelvmg 
threats. He was also harassed by colleagues and 
superiors, some of whom initiated Criminal proceedings 
agamst him on fabricated eVidence. He resIgned and 
left the country in July 1998 

Use offirearms by police 
Domestic leglslauon contmued to allow offIcers to 
shoot -to apprehend a suspect who is caught in the act 
and attempts to escape without obeymg an order to 
stay at the scene of the crime·, in breach of 
International human rights standards. In September, 
the Mmistry of the Interior issued new instructions on 
the use of force and fIrearms which restricted the above 
prOVision to cases of ·crime, considered as seriOUS", It 
remained unclear who would assess whether a crime 
was seriOUS and on what basis 
ei In May In Bucharest, a 2o�year·old Romani man, 
Mugurel Soare, and hIS brother were chasing their former 
brother·ln·law when they were stopped by three 
plamclothes police omcers, Mugurel Scare was shot in 
the head, asa result of which he was paralysed and 
unable to speak. The officers later stated that Mugurel 
Soare had been armed with a knife and had stabbed a 
police officer In the abdomen, and that the omcer shot 
him In self·defence. The officer reported hiS wound, a 
scratch. two hours later, but It requIred no treatment 
Two WitnesSes reported seeing a man in civilian dress 
beating Mugurel Soare, hitting his head against a wall and 
sucking the barrel of a pistol against the back of his head, 
The WitnesSes were later taken to Bucharest loth 
precinct police station, where they were held overnight 
and questioned by an investigator and police officers in 
an Intlmidatmg way. One witness was allegedly warned 
that he risked being accused of "incitement to scandar If 
he maintained his version of the shooting inCident. 

Conscientious objectors 
Twenty·nine conscientiOUS objectors to military 
service refused to carry out alternative service because 
they had reservations about its length and nature, and 
on the grounds that the law exempts from military 
service ordained ministers of recognized churches. All 
were mmisters of the Jehovah's Witnesses. They were 
tried Individually by military tribunals of first instance 
which acquitted all but three of the defendants, finding 
that the failure 10 carry out alternatIve service was not 
prOSCribed by any law In force. 
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Ruling on appeal, the Bucharest Mihtary Tribunal 
convicted all 29 objectors and sentenced them to 
different terms of Imprisonment. In July the Military 
Court of Appeal reviewed the cases of I] of them and 
sentenced each to 1B months' imprisonment, 
suspended for a period of three years, SIX months. The 
presldmgJudge published a separate opInion in which 
he concurred WIth the first mstance courts which had 
acqUitted the conSCientiOUS objectors of the charges, In 
December. the same court acquitted three 
conscientiOUS objectors, but conVicted anOlher and 
sentenced him to a suspended sentence of 18 months' 
imprisonment. The grounds for these apparent 
inconsistenCies were not made clear. 

Smce the adopuon m 1996 of the legislation 
providmg for an alternauve service, AI has urged the 
authonties to amend certain legal prOVisions which are 
al variance with internationally recognized prinCiples. 
These prOVISions concern the grounds for applying for 
alternauve service, its punitive length and restrictions 
on when applications for alternative service may be 
submitted. 

R USSIAN 

FEDERATION 

RUSSIAN FEDERATION 
Head of state: Vladlmir Putln 
Head of government: Mikhail Kasyanov 
Capital: Moscow 
PopUlation: 146.9 million 
Official language: Russian 
Death penalty: retentionist 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Rome Statute of 
the International Criminal Court 

Serious and widespread human rights violations took 
place in 2000, including grave crimes against 
civilians on a massive scale during the renewed 
armed conflict in the Chechen Republic (Chechnya). 
Russian federal forces were responsible for gross 
human rights violations against the civilian 
population ofChechnya. Thousands of civilians were 
killed in indiscriminate attacks and there were 
widespread reports of torture, incommunicado 
detention and summary executions. Few, if any, 
investigations into these crimes took place and none 
of those responsible were known to have been 
prosecuted in 2000. Throughout the Russian 
Federation, torture and il l-treatment in police 
custody, in prisons and in the armed forces 
continued. Prison conditions were cruel, inhuman 
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and degrading. Former prisoners of conscience faced 
trials. Refugees, asylum-seekers and internally 
displaced people were not given adequate 
protection. Conscientious objectors to mil itary 
service continued to face imprisonment. 

Background 
loaD saw continuing political and economic instability 
and a general disregard for the rule of law. Government 
pressure to limit Civil liberties Increased agamst the 
background of the ongoing war In Chechnya. 

ACllng President Vladlmir PUlln won a deciSive 
victory in the March presidential elections. President 
Putin divided the 89 regions of the Russian Federation 
into seven administrative regions and appointed 
representatives - some of them allegedly close friends 
and supporters from his time as a KGB offlcer­
responsible only to the PreSident. He also pushed 
through special legislauon stripping regional leaders of 
their seats in the Federation Council. 

The Russian authOrities repeatedly made 
inflammatory statements designed to divert publiC 
critiCism of the government by heightening anti­
Chechen sentiment in the country. For example. the 
authorities repeatedly blamed Chechen -terrorists� for 
bomb attacks, such as the bombing m Moscow m 
August, before investigations had produced any 
eVidence as to who was responsible. 

The Chechen conflict 
The RUSSian authorities claimed that the situation in 
Chechnya had normalized following the scaling down of 
military activities in the first quarter of 2000. However. 
the human rights Crisis in Chechnya continued. There 
were frequent reports that RUSSian forces 
indiscriminately bombed and shelled Civilian areas. 
Chechen civilians, including medical personnel, 
continued to be the target of mil itary attacks by RUSSian 
forces. Hundreds of Chechen Civilians and prisoners of 
war were extrajudicially executed. Journalists and 
independent monitors continued to be refused access 
to Chechnya. According to reports, Chechen fighters 
frequently threatened, and in some cases killed, 
members of the Russian-appointed civilian 
administration and executed Russian captured soldiers 
a At least 60 civilians were summarily executed In 
the Noviye Aldy suburb of the Chechen capital, Grozny. 
by Russian forces duringa -cleanSing operation� on 5 
February 
a In March Russian forces launched an attack on a 
group of up to 60 Civilians, mostly women and children, 
in the village ofSamashkl. The villagers had been 
promised a �safe corrido( for one day to allow them to 
collect food. Despite these assurances, the group came 
under artillery attack and at least three women were 
ktlled and five were wounded. 
Cl Andrey Babitsky, a RUSSian war correspondent 
working for Radio Uberty. went missing In Chechnya 
while trying to leave the capital Grozny. It later 
emerged that he had been arrested by the RUSSian 
military authorities and was being held 
incommunicado. On 1 February the RUSSian authorities 
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announced that Andrey Babitsky had been handed 
over to Chechen fighters. reportedly In exchange for 
RUSSian soldiers held by Chechen forces. On 25 
February Andrey Babitsky was found In detention In 
the Dagestan capital, Makhachkala. from where he was 
released and flown 10 Moscow follOWing the 
Intervention ofVladimlr Putln 

Andrey Babitsky stated that he had been detamed in 
the Chernokozovo -nitration camp· where he had been 
beaten with truncheons by RUSSian guards and heard 
Ihe screams of other detainees, Including a woman, 
bemg tortured. He also said that the RUSSian authonlles 
had handed him over to unidentified Chechens. whom 
he believed to be collaboratmg with the RUSSian 
authorities, against his will. 

Russian forces continued to detain people in Chechnya 
at checkpoints and in the territories under their 
control. Most people were detained dUring so-called 
"cleanSing operations" In newly occupied towns or 
dUring identity checks on clvlhan convoys travelling 
from Chechnya tonelghbounng Ingushetia. People 
apprehended by Russian forces were sent to secret 
�fillration camps� where they were held without access 
to their relatives, lawyers or the outSide world. 
Survivors of -filtration camps· stated that torture was 
routine and systematic. There were numerous reports 
of detainees belnS: raped. beaten with hammers and 
clubs, given electriC shocks or tear gassed. There were 
also reports that some detainees had their teeth filed 
down or were beaten around both ears simultaneously 
to burst the ear·drums. Senior RUSSian offiCials 
continued to deny the existence of "filtration camps� 
and to claim that no detainees in Chechnya were 
tortured. 
B Witnesses stated that a 14-year-old girl, Originally 
from Urus-Martan, died in detention in Chernokozovo 
at the beginning of the year, allegedly as a result of 
torture; she had been repeatedly raped by Russian 
guards. She had reportedly been detained at a 
checkpoint while travelling on a bus. According to the 
witnesses. the girl was among 60 women held together 
in cell number 25 in Chernokozovo. who were subjected 
to beatings by the guards. 
a Musa (not hiS real name). a former detainee In 
Chernokozovo, stated that a 16-year-old boy called 
Albert. originally from the village of Davydenko, was 
brought to his cell after being gang· raped and severely 
beaten by prison guards. One of his ears had been cut 
off. Musa believed that up to 10 men were raped In the 
camp during his 21·day detention. His other cellmales 
included a man whose hands had been severely burned 
by prison guards with cigarette lighters and a 17-year­
old youth whose teeth had been filed with a metal file 
and whose lips were shredded. leaVing him unable to 
eat. drink or speak. 
Internally displaced people 
An estimated 300.000 civilians remained displaced by 
the conflict. both inSide Chechnya and in neighbounng 
republics. About half were in Ingushetla living In very 
poor conditions; many lacked adequate shelter and 
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samtatlon. Arbitrary official restrictions prevented 
most from travelling to other territories of the Russian 
Federation, placmga major stram on Ingusheua's own 
population. 
Persecution of Chechens 
Chechens and other people from the Caucasus 
continued to be arbltranly detamed, Ill-treated and 
tortured in Moscow and other pans of the Russian 
Federauon, In Moscow, Mayor Yury Luzhkov used 
unconstitutional measures, Including the so-called 
proplska (residence permit) system, to expel 
thousands of Chechens and to deny registration to 
Internally displaced Chechens who had fled the 
conflict zone. Reports continued to be received that in 
some cases police fabricated criminal charges against 
Chechens and planted drugs or weapons on them. In 
Moscow alone, more than 50 Chechens were 
sentenced to prison terms despite compelling 
eVidence that the charges against them had been 
fabricated 
Abuses by Chechen fighters 
Dozens of CIVIlian hostages were reportedly held by 
armed Chechen groups. Two former hostages said 
they witnessed the killing In February of Vladlmlr 
Yalslna, a RUSSian news agency photojournallst who 
had been kidnapped In Ingusheua by a Chechen group 
inJuly 1999. 
The international community 
The RUSSian authorities refused to allow the UN High 
CommiSSioner on Human Rights to visit a number of 
secret �filtration camps� made public by AI. The reasons 
given were bad weather and security problems. 

In April, the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council 
of Europe voted to suspend the RUSSian delegation's 
voting rights and called on its Committee of Ministers to 
immediately invoke a procedure for the suspension of 
RUSSia's membership. 

AI urged the UN Commission on Human Rights to call 
for an international investigation. However, the 
Commission called for the establishment of a nallonal, 
broad-based, independent commission, In accordance 
with recognized International standards; none of the 
bociles established by the Russian authorities measured 
up to these standards. 

Former prisoners of conscience 
a In November the Supreme Court ordered that the 
case of Grigory Pasko, a journallsl and naval captain 
arrested In 1997 after exposing the RUSSian navy's 
Illegal dumping of nuclear waste, be reconsidered 
a In April the Supreme Court upheld the acquiual in 
December 1999 of human rights defender Aleksandr 
Nikitin. He had been charged with espionage and 
revealing state secrets for his Writings on the flsks of 
radioactive pollution from RUSSia's Northern Fleet. An 
appeal against the acqUittal by the Prosecutor General 
was dismissed in September 

Conscientious objectors 
There was no civilian alternative to military service 
and conSCientious objectors continued to face 
impflsonment. Young men who claimed conscientious 
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objection to military service based on their religiOUS 
beliefs and membership of banned orgamzations, 
such as the Jehovah's Witnesses, were often not 
conSidered to be legitimate conSCientious objectors 
by the courts. In some cases judges who ruled in 
favour of the conSCientious objectors risked 
government pressure and retaliation by the 
authofllles 
a Prominent reformist Judge Sergey Pashin was 
stripped of his post in the Moscow City Court In October 
because of a scholarly paper in which he questioned the 
legality of Dmitry Neverovsky's conviction for draft 
evasion. Dmltry Neverovsky -a student from Kaluga 
Region and a conSCientious objector who refused to 
serve in the army during the war in Chechnya because 
of hiS paCifist behefs- had been sentenced to two 
years' Imprisonment In November 1999. He claimed 
that while in pre-trlal detention he was systematically 
Ill-treated by the guards. In April 1000 he was released 
from prison after hiS conviction was overturned on 
appeal 

Torture and il l-treatment of detainees In police 
custody. dUflng pre-tnal detention and in the armed 
forces continued to be reported 
a Feodor Avdeev, a 68-year-old rellred navy aviation 
major. was reportedly beaten to death on 18 November 
1999 in the local market by a police officer in Podolsk. 
He was apparently selling chocolates at the market 
Without a licence to trade. After Feodor Avdeev faded 
to produce a passport dUring an identity check, a police 
ofricer reportedly beat him repeatedly even after he 
had fallen to the ground. A criminal case against the 
officer on charges of�abuse of power� opened by the 
Office of the Procurator was closed In March, 
apparently for lack of eVidence. 
a New developments were reported In the case of 
Sergey Mikhailov who was sentenced to death In Apfll 
1995 by the Arkhangelsk Regional Court for the rape and 
murder of a girl. Sergey Mikhallov claimed that he was 
subjected to torture and ill-treatment In order to force 
him to confess to the cnme, and maintained hiS 
Innocence. In April 1000 the Supreme Coun of the 
RUSSian Federation cancelled the previous court 
deciSion to sentence Sergey Mikhailov to death and 
returned the case for further investigation to the Office 
of the ProcuratorofVolgograd Region. 
a Masked law enforcement officers reportedly 111_ 
treated staff and visitors during a raid on the Moscow 
offices of the human rights organization, Glasnost 
Foundation, in August. Officers reportedly ordered 
everyone present, including a lo-year-old girl. to he 
face down on the floor at gunpoint. Officers allegedly 
kicked several of those present, including Sergey 
Grigoryants who was kicked in the head and back for 
not lying down quickly enough. The activists were kepI 
lying on the floor for about 30 minutes. 
Armed forces 
Widespread torture and ill-treatment in the armed 
forces resulted in a number of deaths of soldiers and 
officers. 

Amnesty International Report 2001 



a In August, fourdLscharged soldiers who served 
during the war in Chechnya - VladLmir Murashkin, Igor 
Koshelev, Larisa Khmova and Victor Khmyrov­
reported the systematic use of torture and iII·treatment 
In the 72nd regiment of 42nd army division stationed 
around Stanusa KalLnovskaya. They alleged that 
conscripts were systematLcally beaten by fellow 
offLcers and senior soldiers from the Intelligence unit; 
that soldiers were kept for days In special zoo·llke 
cages in front of the barracks; and that injured soldiers 
were shot at using automatic rifles. The four soldiers 
reported that pnvate Vladimir Demakov was forced to 
spend IS days In a cage and beaten with belts and a 
crowbar after writing a complaint to the umt 
commander about the ilHreatment of fellow soldLers 

Conditions of detention 
Conditions in penitentiaries and pre·trial detention 
centres, which held up toa million people, did not 
improve and amounted to cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment. Hundreds of thousands of people awaiting 
trial continued to be held m grossly overcrowded 
conditions. Thousands had to sleep In shifts. often 
without bedding, Many cells were filthy and pest· 
ridden, with inadequate light and ventilation. Food and 
medical treatment were often Inadequate. Tuberculosis 
and skin diseases were widespread, It was reported 
that on average more than 10,000 Inmates died each 
year and more than 100,000 suffered from tuberculoSiS. 

In May a new law designed to grant amnesty to 
detainees and prisoners sentenced for minor cnmes 
was adopted by the State Duma (parllament) lower 
house to mark the 55th anniversary of the end of the 
Second World War in Europe. It was not clear how 
many people were freed under the amnesty, although 
the authorities reported in November that more than 
L68.000 people were released. 

Politically motivated killings 
e:'i Despite the conviction in November 1999 of three 
men in the Republic of Kalmykia in connection With the 
murder In June 1998 of Lansa Yudlna. human rights 
groups in Kalmykia continued to maintain that the 
journalist was killed on the orders of Kalmykian 
President Kirsan lIyumzhinov. According to Russian 
press reports, criminal Investigators had Indicated that 
PreSident Ilyumzhinov's brother had ordered the 
killing. 
a In January police in St Petersburg detained Lansa 
Plaskova In connection with the murder on 20 
November [998 of prominent member of parliament 
Galina Starovoitova; she was released In February. 

The death penalty 
No steps were taken to abolish the death penalty In law. 

There were several calls dunng the year by senior 
offiCials for the lifting of the de facto moratorIUm on the 
death penalty. In September some 60 deputies of the 
State Dumaappealed to PreSident Putin to lift the de 
fBClOmoratorium on the grounds of nSlngcrime 
throughout Russia. the series of apartment bombings in 
1999, and a number of contract killings. 
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Refoulement 
legal provisions for asylum·seekers remained 
inadequate. Many people were at risk of refoulemenr 
(forCible return) to countries where they could face 
grave human fights Viola lions. 
a In December 1999 the RUSSian authorities forcibly 
returned seven North Koreans. recognized as refugees 
by the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, 10 the 
People's Republic of China, apparently Without giving 
them access to asylum procedures. At the beginning of 
2000 the Chmese authorities forcibly returned the 
seven refugees to the Democratic People's Republic of 
Korea where they were at risk of grave human rights 
abuses. 
a Polvonnazar Khodzhayev was detamed by officers 
of the Russian Special Services in the town of Samara on 
5 April. He was subsequently handed over to Uzbek law 
enforcement officers and was forcibly returned to 
Uzbekistan. On '4 May he was sentenced to death by 
Tashkent Regional Court for attempting to overthrow 
the constitutional order of Uzbekistan in order to 
create an Islamic state. 

AI country reports and visits 
Reports 
• Russian Federation: Environmental actiVist Gngory 

Pasko faces new imprisonment risk (AI Index: EUR 
46/045/2000) 

• Russian Federation: Only an international 
investigation will ensure justice for the victims (AI 
Index: EUR 46/023/2000) 

• Russian Federation: Continuing torture and rape in 
Chechnya (AI Index: EUR 46/036/2000) 

• Russian Federation: What future forChechens­
citizens or subjugated people (AI Index: EUR 
46/044/2000) 

Visits 
8etween March and June AI viSited the country several 
times to carry out research on violations of human rights 
and international humanitarian law and to interview 
people affected by the Chechen conflict 
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RWANDA 

RWANDESE REPUBLIC 
Head of state: Malor-General Paul Kagame (replaced 
Pasteur BIZlmungu in April) 
Head of government: Bernard Makuza (replaced Pierre­
C�lestin RWlgema in March) 
ca pital: Kigall 
Population: 7.7 million 
Official languages: Kinyarwanda, French, English 
Death penalty: retention 1st 

Reports of "disappearance", arbitrary arrest. 
unlawful detention, and torture or i lHreatment of 
detainees continued throughout 2000. A numberof 
killings of unarmed civilians were also reported. An 
estimated 125,000 people continued to be held in 
detention, the overwhelming majority accused of 
taking part in the1994 genocide_ Many have been 
held for prolonged periods without charge ortrial in 
conditions amounting to cruel, inhuman and 
degrading treatment At least 140 people were 
sentenced to death for crimes committed during the 
1994 genocide, some after unfair trials, but no 
executions took place. Trials of genocide suspects 
also continued at the International Criminal Tribunal 
for Rwanda (lCTR) in Tanzania. In eastern 
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Rwandese 
military and allied forces, as well as Rwandese armed 
groups opposing them, were responsible for 
massacres of civilians, torture, including rape, 
"disappearances" and the systematic harassment of 
human rights defenders. 

Background 
The Rwandese Patriotic Front (RPFHed government 
retained tight political control of the country. Open 
political opposition was not tolerated. Despite signs of 
growing internal dissausfaction from genocide 
survivors and from dissident RPF members. no 
significant political opposition emerged m the country. 
Both the RPF and the government were criticized for 
being dominated by members of the Tutsi ethnic group 

Political tenSion increased following the departure 
from office of senior political figures perceived as 
critical of the RPF leadership. Joseph Sebarenzi Kabuye, 
former Speaker of the National Assembly. ned Rwanda 
in January, In March the RPF, acting with the National 
Assembly, forced the resignation of PreSident Pasteur 
Bizimungu. a Huw who had been included in the inner 
circle of power slOce the early days of the RPF. The 
Vice-President. Major-General Kagame, took over as 
President in April. 

The government continued with a national policy of 
"vil1agization" under which hundreds of thousands of 
people were required to abandon their homes in order 
to be housed in new "villages� or settlements known as 
imidugudu. By the end of 2000. the conditions in many 
of these villages remained extremely poor. with 
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inadequate access to food and water. Insecurity and 
numerous cases of rape and sexual violence were 
reported In these vil lages. 

During 2000 a new police force under civilian control 
replaced the paramilitary gendarmerie. formerly under 
the control of the Ministry of Defence. Officers of the 
new police force received baSic training m human rights. 

Abuses in Democratic Republic of the Congo 
The Rwandese Patriotic Army (RPA) and forces of the 
Rwandese-backed Congolese armed oPPOsition group, 
the Goma-based Rassemblement congolals pour la 
democratie (RCD-Goma), Congolese Rally for 
Democracy, contmued to control large areas of eastern 
ORe. In OPPOSition 10 the DRC government of laurent­
Desire Kabila, units of both forces were responsible for 
widespread human fights abuses, 10 partlcular the 
killing of hundreds of unarmed Civilians and torture, 
including rape. Such abuses were often committed in 
response to attacks by Rwandese interahamweand ex­
FAR (former Rwandese government army) armed 
groups, or by the may/-may/Congolese armed group 
which opposes the ReD-Goma and the Rwandese 
presence in the ORe. These groups were also 
responsible for grave human rights abuses. In 
November and December 2000, the RPA and RCD-Goma 
undertook a maSSive recruitment drive in eastern ORe. 
Among those recrUited were children under the age of 
18. All forces continued to use child soldiers, some of 
whom were forCibly recruited and trained in foreign 
countries before being sent back to fight in the ORe. 

Torture and il l-treatment in Rwandese and RCD­
Goma detention centres were routine, and numerous 
cases of�disappearance� were reported. Congolese 
human rights defenders and Civil SOCiety activists were 
singled out by the Rwandese and RCD authorities for 
harassment or worse: many suffered arbitrary arrest, 
unlawful detention, ill-treatment or �disappearance� 
(See Democratic Republic of the Congo entry.) 

In addition to fighting between the two sides in the 
DRC connict, there were Increasmg Internal dIvisions 
within the RCD alliance. Including deepening rifts 
between the Rwandeseand the Ugandans. ln June, 
Rwandese and Ugandan forces rought for control of the 
Congolese City of KisangaOl. More than 700 civilians 
were killed and thousands more forced to nee. 

Killings of civilians 
The level of killings In Rwanda was lower than in 
previOUS years as the activities of armed groups such as 
the Interahamweand counter-insurgency operations 
by the Rwandese military were increasingly restriCted 
to eastern ORe. However, a number of unarmed 
Civilians were killed, some by members of the 
Rwandese secunty forces, others by armed opposition 
groups, others by unidentified assailants. Members of 
Local Defence Forces (LOF), an armed but unpaid and 
poorly trained civilian force recruited to protect local 
communities, were also responsible for killings of 
Civilians and other abuses. Some detainees who had 
been acquitted of genocide charges or conditionally 
released were killed. 

Amnesty Intem.tional Report 2001 



RWA 
-- --------

a In February Aloys Rurangangabo. who had been 
acquitted by a coun of participation in genocide, was 
shOl dead In Gakoni. Murambi commune, Umutara. His 
wire and four·year-old child were also injured when a 
grenade was thrown into their house. The attackers 
reportedly Included a serving and a demobilized RPA 
soldier. 
a In March Assiel Kabera, adviser to President 
Blzimungu, was shot dead outside his home in Kigali by 
three men in military uniform. 
a In May an armed opposition group killed nine 
civilians In Rwerere commune, Glsenyl prefecture, and 
three students in Klnmgl, Ruhengeri. 
a In August. in Kinigi, Ruhengen, 22-year-old 
Innocent Manragaba was killed by RPA soldiers, and 
two other cIvilian men were wounded. The unarmed 
men, who had undertaken a vIllage nIght security 
patrol. were ordered to sit on the ground by the 
soldiers who then opened fire on them. 

'Disappearances' 
A number of-disappearances· COntinued to be 
reported. Some victims were arrested in the DRC and 
subsequently transferred to Rwanda and held in 
incommunicado detention. 
a Bruno Bahatl, a civil society activist from eastern 
DRC, was arrested at the Rwanda-Uganda border in 
April as he returned from a civil society conference In 
the DRe government-held capital of Kinshasa. His 
whereabouts were unknown until his release In July. It 
transpired that he had been held incommunicado in 
military detention In Kigall before being transferred to 
a detention centre in Goma, eastern DRe. 

atment 
Torture and ill-treatment were practised routinely in 
·cachotscommunaux" (local detention centres) and 
mil itary detentIon sites, especIally in the early stages of 
detention. An unknown number of civilians continued 
to be held illegally in military detention centres. 
a In June, four students from Goma, eastern DRC­
Mapendano Bahavu, Eric Sikubwabo-Sibomana, lazare 
lukuteTschonga and Obin lukute Kiembo- were 
arrested at the Rwanda-Uganda border and held 
incommunicado for 16 days at the Kicuklro military 
detention centre, In Klgali. They were demed food for 
the first three days. At least two were tortured: one was 
severely beaten around his head wIth a piece of wood, 
and another had a gun held to his head. 

Conditions in Rwanda's chronically overcrowded 
prisons and detention centres continued to be harsh 
and life-threatenmg. and In most cases constituted 
cruel. Inhuman and degrading treatment. The 
authorities failed to provide adequate food or medical 
treatment to detainees and sanitary conditions 
remained extremely poor. The death rate in prisons and 
detention centres remained high. Many child detainees 
were Incarcerated with adults, putting them at 
additional risk of Violence and sexual abuse: only six of 
Rwanda's 13 central prisons have separate wings for 
minors. The UN Children's Convention, to which 
Rwanda is party, states that children should only be 
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detained in prison exceptionally, as a last resort, and 
should always be separated from adults. 

Genocide trials 
At least 2,28) people were tried In Rwandese courts on 
charges of participation in the 1994 genocide. At least 
140 people were sentenced to death -an Increase over 
previous years. There were no judicial executions The 
number of trials increased, but the quality of trials 
varied, and some trials were unfair. Some witnesses 
were intimidated, and some trials were repeatedly 
postponed. There was also an increase in group trials, 
which reportedly led to breaches of fair trial 
procedures. 

One of the most prominent genocide trials, that of 
Augustin Misago, Roman CatholiC bishop ofGlkongoro, 
concluded in June when he was acquitted. 

Around 125,000 people remained In detention, the 
overwhelming majority accused of participation in the 
genocide. Since the launch of genOCIde trials In 1996, 
only 4,875 suspects have been tried, less than 4 per cent 
of the detained population. Detainees included more 
than 4,400 children under 18 years old, and many 
elderly people over 70 years old. More than 450 
children who would have been less than 12 years old al 
the time of the genocide, and who had reportedly been 
cleared of Involvement, remained in detention. 

In order to accelerate the pace of the tflals, the 
government planned to introduce a new communal 
system of justice, known as g8eaea, to try people 
accused of genocide crimes. with the exception of 
·Category ( suspects accused of playing a leading or 
significant role in the genocide. While the use of the 
new gaeBea system might alleviate the huge burden on 
the courts and prison system, there were concerns that 
some aspects of this system would not conform to 
international standards of fairness, particularly 
regarding the right to legal defence and the lack of 
professional training for and independence of the lay 
judges. 
International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda 
Trials of leading genocide suspects continued at the 
iCTR in Arusha, Tanzania. By the end of 2000, 46 were 
detained in Arusha. The United Kingdom, France, 
Belgium and Denmark surrendered indicted genocide 
suspects to the ICTR in the course of 2000. 
� InJune former radiO presenter Georges Ruggiu was 
sentenced to 12 years' imprisonment for crimes relating 
to Incitement to genocide and persecution, as a crime 
against humanity, after he pleaded guilty. Georges 
Rugglu worked for the Hutu extremist radio station 
Mllle Collmes(Thousand Hills), which incited Hutus to 
kill Tutsis and Hutus opposed to the atrocities. 
Swiss court ruling 
a In May, a Swiss military appeal court reduced a life 
sentence imposed on Rwandese ex-mayor Fulgence 
NiYOnteze to 14 years' lmpflsonment. He had been 
sentenced to life Imprisonment in April 1999 after a 
lower court found him gUilty of murder, incitement to 
murder and war crimes. This was the first trial of a 
Rwandese genocide suspect in the national jurisdictIon 
of a foreIgn country. The appeal court dismissed the 
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charges of murder and incitement to murder on the 
grounds that It lacked the competence to try such 
crimes committed by one foreigner against another 
outside SWitzerland, allowing only the war crimes 
charges to stand. 

Arbitrary arrests and detentions 
Arbitrary arrests and detentions were reported. 
Thousands of detainees awaiting tnal on genocide 
charges had been detained for prolonged periods, some 
without any eVidence against them. Several detainees 
who had been tried and acquitted were rearrested. 
a Daniel Gahlnda, Chrislophe Kagiraneza, and 
Eugene Nkulikiyinka. school teachers from Nyamyumba 
commune, Gisenyi, were arrested in December 1999. 
accused of being supporters of Rwanda's exiled former 
king and members of a supposed �Army of the Kin�(. 
They were detained for six months in military and 
gendarmerie detention centres, despite there being no 
evidence against them, before being released without 
charge in July. 

Refugee issues 
In the course of 2000. hundreds of people, mainly 
Hutu from Kibungo In eastern Rwanda, fled to 
Tanzania The reported reasons for their flight 
included a prolonged drought and fear of being 
accused by the forthcomlng gacaca tribunals of 
participation in the genocide. 

From September. many Congolese refugees from the 
Masisi region of eastern ORC, who had been living In a 
camp in Byumba, Rwanda, were returned to the Maslsi 
region. Because of the continued fighting and 
insecUrity In the Maslsi region, they were at serious risk 
of human rights abuses during or after their return. 

Intergovernmental organizations 
In May the Organization of African Unity's International 
Panel of Eminent Personalities submitted the report of 
ItS investigation into the 1994 genocide and made 
recommendations to prevent conrtict in the region. 

Government response to AI report 
In June the government published a lengthy response 
to AI's April report, Rwanda: The troubled course o( 
Justice, which highlighted the plight of tens of 
thousands of detainees held on suspicion of genocide 
as well as the negative impact of long delays In bringing 
suspects to trial and the process of deliverlngjusUce to 
the victims and survivors of the genocide. The 
government response, while acknowledging that "some 
human rights related problems do still exls( in Rwanda 
and welcoming some of AI's observations, largely 
sought to refute AI's findings. 

AI country report and visit 
Report 
• Rwanda:The troubled course of justice (AI Index: AFR 

47/010/2000) 
Visit 
AI delegates visited Rwanda and eastern DRC In October 
to carry out research and meet government officials, 
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SAINT LUCIA 

SAINTlUCIA 
Head ofstate: Queen Elizabeth 11, represented by 
Pearlette louisy 
Head of government: Kenneth Anthony 
Capital: Castries 
Population: 0.16 million 
Official language: English 
Death penalty: retentionist 

There were reports of severe beatings in prison and of 
police brutality and excessive use offorce. At least 
two men remained under sentence of death. 

There were reports of severe beatings in prison, and of 
conditions that amounted to cruel, inhuman or 
degrading punishment. Sanitation was poor, wllh an 
open pit for all prisoners to use as a latrine. Severe 
overcrowding was exacerbated by the large number of 
remand prisoners awaiting trial 
a In one case, a mentally \11 man on remand was 
allegedly beaten and punched by prison guards until he 
became unconscious. 
a In July, a court ordered that shackles be 
Immediately removed from Alfred Harding, a Bajan 
national. He had been kept in prison since August 1999 
and held continuously in handcuffs and metal ankle 
restraints chained together, in contravention of the 
Prison Rules and international standards_ He was also 
kept in solitary confinement and denied viSiting fights. 
Reports indicated that he was detained in the part of 
the prison reserved for prisoners under sentence of 
death, although he was on remand, and that he was 
regularly subjected 10 punitive cell searches. The court 
ordered compensation to be paid to Alfred Hardlng, but 
this was not paid. By the end of the year the authorities 
had not responded to calls for an end to the practice of 
holding prisoners in chains and for an investigation 
into the torture of Alfred Harding. 

Corporal punishment 
No reports were received of sentences of judiCial 
corporal punishment being Imposed or Innlcted. In 
1999 the Court of Appeal had ruled that there was no 
proviSion In law for such punishments. 

Police brutality 
There were reports of police brutality and excessive 
use of force. Unofficial reports claimed that there were 
at least seven fatal shootings by the police, some in 
disputed circumstances. No Inquests were held IntO any 
of these deaths . 
a In October Paul Hamilton was fatally shot by police 
officers in Castrles. Reports indicated that he was shot 
in the back following a chase. Media reports stated that 
an Internal police investigation had been announced, 
but the outcome was not known at the end of the year. 



a In November. Alfred Harding (see above) was shot 
dead by police in La Clery after escaping from custody. 
The circumstances of the killing suggested that he had 
been extrajudicially executed. Witnesses stated that 
Alfred Harding was ordered by a police officer to he 
down and was subsequently shot twice in the thigh and 
spine. According to reports. he was denied medical 
attention. Witnesses were reportedly intimidated by 
police, Following the shootmg. the Mlnisterof Home 
Affairs announced that an Independent invesligauon 
would take place into Alfred Hardlng's death and the 
circumstances of his escape from custody. The Prime 
Minister announced an Internal Investigation. The 
results of both Investigations had not been disclosed by 
the end of the year. 

Death penalty 
At least two men remained under sentence of death. No 
further death sentences were imposed and no 
executions took place. 

Human rights defenders 
The Mlnlsterof Home Affairs accused human rights 
lawyers of being "politically motivated". The media was 
also critical of their work and at least one lawyer was 
subjected to anonymous death threats, verbal 
harassment and intimidation from members of the 
public. 

SAMOA 

INDEPENDENT STATE OF SAMOA 
Head of state: Malietoa Tanumafili 1 1  
Head of government: Tuila'epa Sailele Malielegaoi 
Capital:Apia 
Population: 0.17 million 
Official languages: Samoan, English 
Death penalty: retentionist 

At least 54 villagers on Savai'i island were detained 
on account of their religious activities. Their 
imprisonment led to public debate about 
constitutional guarantees of freedom of religion. 
Death sentences against two former cabinet 
ministers convicted of assassinating another 
government minister were commuted. 

Prisoners of conscience 
Throughout the year, scores of Christian villagers on 
Savai'i island were arrested. imprisoned or banished 
for taking part in religious activities outSide 
mainstream Christian churches. 
a In May. Tuasivi District Court sentenced 42 people 
from Falealupo village 10 four weeks' imprisonment and 

Amnesty Inwmational Report 2001 

SAM 

another 12 villagers to two months' imprisonment for 
refusing to obey orders by the Land and Titles Court to 
stop their Bible classes and other religious activities. 
They were prisoners of conscience. In September. the 
Land and Titles Court upheld decisions by Falealupo 
village council to banish the prisoners and 144 other 
vil lagers from Falealupo and to prohibit them from 
forming a new church. Banishment is a recognized form 
of law enforcement in Samoa. 

FollOWing unsuccessful petitiOns to the village 
council. the banished group appealed to the land and 
Titles Court against the orders. In October police 
reportedly forced the majority of the bamshed villagers 
to leave Falealupo. despite court Instructions to 
suspend their eviction pending the appeal. About 60 
members of the group were reportedly taken to the 
Tuasivi police station. apparently for questioning. 
Court officials in Apia then intervened to inform Tuasivi 
police and the Falealupo vil lage council of a decision by 
the land and Titles Court PreSident that al l  banished 
villagers should remain in Falealupo pending appeal 
hearings due to take place In 2001. 
a In September. at least three people from Papa 
Puleia vil lage were reportedly detained for two days by 
Tuaslvl police in similar circumstances. They were 
charged with disobeying their vil lage councWs 
prohibition on their religiOUS activities. The case was 
pending at the end of the year. 
a In July the Supreme Court upheld constitutional 
guarantees of religiOUS freedom in a similar case and 
ruled that the Land and Titles Court and the Saiplpl 
vil lage council had no authority to restrict religious 
freedom or to limit the number of churches at Saipipi. 
In response. the National Council of Churches declared 
its Intention (0 seek amendments to the Constitution in 
order to allow village councils to limit the number of 
churches In their Jurisdiction. 

Death penalty 
In April. the Supreme Court sentenced to death former 
government ministers Leafa Vitale and Tol Aukuso Cain 
for their role in the assassination In July 1999 of 
Luagalau Levaula Kamu. another minister, at a 
reception celebrating the ruling Human Rights 
Protection Party. Leafa Vltale's eldest son, Alatise 
Vi tale. gave evidence at the trial that his father and Toj 
Aukuso Cain had arranged the assassination and 
pleaded guilty to shooting dead Luagalau Levaula 
Kamu. His own death sentence had been commuted to 
life imprisonment In 1999 by Malietoa Tanumafili 11.  In 
May. Mahetoa Tanumafili 11 visited Lea fa Vltale and Tol 
Aukuso Cain In prison before also commuting their 
death sentences to life Imprisonment. 
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SAUDI ARA BIA 

KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA 
Head of state and government: King Fahd bin 'Abdul­
'Al." al-Saud 
Capital: Riyadh 
Population: 19 million 
Official language: ArabIC 
Death penalty: retentionist 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures; UN Women's 
Convention 

Serious human rights violations continued. Women 
continued to face severe discrimination, and 
suspected political or religious activists continued to 
suffer arbitrary arrest and detention or punishment 
under secretive criminal judicial procedures which 
deny the most basic rights, such as the right to be 
defended by a lawyer. At least 123 people were 
executed and there was an alarming increase in the 
number of amputations. One person reportedly had 
his eye surgically removed as judicial punishment 
Torture and i ll-treatment continued to be reported. 
The government continued to enforce a ban on 
political parties and trade unions and to impose 
restrictions on access to the country by non­
governmental human rights organizations. 

Background 
In an unprecedented move, the government publicly 
stated Its belief in the universality and indivisibility of 
human rights and announced measures to promote and 
protect such rights. During the March! April 2000 
session ofthe UN CommiSSion on Human Rights, Saudi 
Arabia's Deputy Foreign Minister stated that Mhuman 
rights are a non-negOtiable objective for the 
achievement of which we must all strive together-, and 
that Saudi Arabia was committed to "the protection and 
promotion of human rights through carefully studied 
measures within the context of a comprehensive 
human rights strategy". He informed the Commission of 
steps already taken or planned by the government to 
carry forward this strategy, including an Invitation to 
the UN Special Rapporteur on the Independence of 
judges and lawyers to visit the country. The steps also 
Included plans to introduce a new regulation to govern 
the legal profession and legal counsel. and the creation 
of mainly governmental structures for the protection of 
human rights. The establishment of a committee to 
investigate allegations of torture and other abuses was 
also announced, in response to the government's 
obligations under the UN Convention against Torture. 

During 2000, the government embarked on a 
number of legislative Initiatives related to human 
rights. In May, the Minister of Justice announced that 
statutes had been drafted to form a new professional 
code of practice for the legal profession. A law on 
criminal trial procedures was reported to have been 
proceeding through the legislative process. The 
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Consultative Council was also reported to have begun 
studYing proposals for a comprehensive labour law for 
women 

In September, Saudi Arabia acceded to the UN 
Women's Convention, but entered the following 
reservation: "In the case of contradiction between any 
form of the Convention and the norms of IslamiC law, 
the Kingdom is not under obligation to observe the 
contradictory terms of the Convention". The 
government also entered a reservauon so that it would 
not be bound by provisions on the equal rights of men 
and women to pass their nationality on to their 
children. 

In July Saudi Arabia appointed a woman to the 
government post of assistanl under-secretary at the 
Presidency For Girls' Education. 

In May Saudi Arabia was one of a number of states 
voted onto the UN Commission on Human Rights. 

Emerging human rights debate 
On )1 March, the government issued a response through 
the news media to AI's report Saudi Arabia: A secret 
state of suffering. The government denied the patterns 
of human nghts violations documented by the 
orgaOlzation. Without referring to any Individual cases 
or speCific events covered by the report, the response 
claimed that arbitrary arrest and torture were not 
allowed in Saudi Arabia and thal the courts guaranteed 
fair trial. It denied that any political prisoners were 
held and pointed out that Saudi Arabia played an active 
role in the field of human rights. ThiS statement started 
a debate on human rights led by Saudi Arabia's national 
and International press. Government offiCials were 
also prompted to make statements on human rights, 
Including the Minister of Interior who reportedly said: 
�We tell those who level accusations against the 
Kingdom to present their proof. And we welcome 
anybody who wants to know the facts as we don't have 
anything to hide ... �. The debate was continuing at the 
end of 2000. 

Women's rights 
AI welcomed Saudi Arabia's accession to the UN 
Women's Convention and other developments related 
to women's rights, but remained concerned at 
continuing severe forms of discrimination and human 
rights abuses against women. DiSCrimination against 
women Included limitauons on freedom of movement, 
allowing for effective impnsonment within the home, 
and preventing recourse to protection or redress from 
human rights abuses. Equal educational and vocational 
opportunities continued to be denied to girls and 
women. Women were also subjected to human rights 
violations, including arbitrary arreSt and detention, 
torture and the death penalty. Women abused by 
private Individuals such as husbands or employers 
continued to be denied access to adequate protection 
or redress by the government. Female domestic 
workers remained at particular risk of human rights 
abuses, including phYSical abuse, as a result of severe 
restrictions on their liberty, freedom of movement and 
association. 
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Prisoners of conscience and political prisoners 
There were continUing arrests on political or religious 
grounds. People arrested in previous years remained 
in detention, some of whom were held without charge 
or trial 

Hundreds of members of the Shl'a Ismail, 
community of Najran province, including possible 
prisoners of conscience, were arrested following 
demonstrations and clashes in April in protest against 
the forCible closure of their mosque by security 
forces. Many of those arrested were apparently held 
incommunicado and their whereabouts were 
unknown. AI least two were reported to have been 
sentenced to prison terms and lashes (see below), 
Some were reported to have been killed dUring the 
clashes and demonstrations, in circumstances which 
suggested that they may have been the victims of 
extrajudicial execution or excessive use of force 
by the secumy forces. At least one security orricer 
was reported to have been killed and others were 
Injured 

A numberof Christians were also reported to have 
been arrested dUring 1000 for the non-violent 
expression of their religious beliefs. Those known to AI 
had all been released by the end of the year without 
charge or trial. 
a In January, 15 Filipino nationals, including three 
women and five children, were reported to have been 
arrested whIle partiCipating In a Christian service at a 
private home In Riyadh. All were released without 
charge after several weeks' incommunicado detention 
in Malaz prison. 
a In August, Sheikh 'AIi bin 'All al-Ghamm was 
arrested at the border between Saudi Arabia and 
Jordan upon his return from a holiday in Syria. The 
reasons for hiS arrest may have been related to hiS 
Shi'a religious beliefs or political activities. Before hiS 
arrest he was reportedly summoned 10 the 
headquarters of a/-Mabahllh al-'Amma(General 
Investigallons) and asked to wnte a detailed report 
about himself, including the countries he had Visited 
and his associates. He remained held in the al­
Mabahlth a/-'Amma prison In Dammam at the end of 
2000. 
a Or Sa'id bin Zua'ir, head of the Department of 
Information at Imam Mohamed bin Sa'ud Islamic 
University, remained In pnson throughout 1000. He had 
been arrested in early 1995 by members of al-Mabahlth 
a/-'Amma, and remained held without charge or trial in 
al-Ha'lr prison, having reportedly refused to sign an 
undertaking to cease political activitieS In exchange for 
his release. 
� Hanl al-Sayegh, who was forCibly returned to Saudi 
Arabia from the USA in 1999 after seekmg asylum there, 
remamed held in virtual incommunicado detention in 
connection with the bombing of a US military complex 
at al-Khobar in 1996, an offence pumshable by death. At 
the end of 2000 he was held reportedly in al-Ha'lr 
prison without access to lawyers and with only limited 
contact with his family. He remained at risk of tOrture 
and of betng sentenced to death after secret 
proceedings. 
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Release 
Muhammed al-Faraj, a lecturer arrested m 1999 
reportedly on account of a poem he had Written, was 
released m January. 

Torture/ i ll-treatment 
AI received fewer allegations of tOrture than in 
prevIous years, but the lack of judicial supervision of 
arrest and detention continued to faCilitate torture and 
Ill-treatment. There were no indications that 
investigations had been caTTled out Into reports of 
torture in prevIous years, including reports of deaths in 
custOdy as a result of torture. Political pnsoners, 
includmg possible prisoners of conSCience, held m 
mcommunlcado detention remained at risk of torture. 
ConfeSSions obtained under torture orduress could 
stili be used as the sole eVidence for conviction 
a Geo�e Joseph, an IndIan national. was reportedly 
arrested outSide hIS home 10 May as he returned from a 
Catholic service with a religious cassette tape. He was 
held m IncommuOlcado detention for several months 
and reportedly beaten before being released without 
charge and deported back to India 

In August, prIsoners In the City of al-Jawf were 
reported to have protested over their conditions of 
detention, including poor food. Several people were 
reported to have been injured during the incident. No 
details were available to allow assessment of any 
human rights violations that may have taken place. 
Judicial corporal punishments 
There were 34 reported cases of amputations during 
2000, seven of which were cross amputations (of the 
right hand and left foot). Flogging continued to be 
frequently imposed for a wide range of offences. 
a In August, 'Abdel Mo'ti 'Abdel Rahman Mohammad, 
an Egyptian national. was reported to have had his left 
eye surgically removed as punishment ordered by a 
court in MedIna after he had been found guilty of 
throwing acid In the face of a compatriot and damaging 
hiS left eye 
oB Two teachers, arrested follOWing demonstrations 
in NaJran, were reported to have been sentenced to 
1,500 lashes each to be carried out in front of their 
families, students and other teachers. 

Death penalty 
In an increase over the previous year, at least 12J 
people were executed, all after trials about which very 
little was known. Among those executed were three 
women_ The majOrity of those executed -71 -were 
foreIgn nationals, from India, Pakistan, Nigena, 
Phihppines, Yemen, Sudan, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Iraq, 
Egypt, Bangladesh, Syria, Afghanistan, Indonesia and 
Thailand. Some were sentenced to death for crimes 
Without lethal consequences such as highway robbery, 
sodomy, drug smuggling and sorcery, 
a The body of one of those executed in May, 
Muhammad Mustafa Kamal 'Abd al-Oadir jadl, an 
Egyptian national, was reported to have been crucified 
following his execullon in Jlzan on charges of murder. 

The number of people under sentence of death was 
unknown as the government does not divulge such 
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information. However, among those at  risk of the death 
penalty was Sit Zalnab bmti Duhri Rupa, a 32-year-old 
IndoneSian domestic worker. detamed on charges of 
murdering her employer She was reported to be 
psychologically ill and to have �confessed� to the crime 
during police InterrogatiOn 

AI action 
Five country reports were ISSUed by AI during the year 
as part of a campaign against human rights violations in 
Saudi Arabia, under the slogan "End Secrecy. End 
Suffennf Each report detailed dirrerent patterns of 
human rights violations together with 
recommendations to the Saudi Arabian authorities 
desIgned to redress such violations. 
lack of government cooperation 
Dunng 2000, AI welcomed the commitments 10 human 
rights made by the government and requested further 
details as to the time-frame and terms of reference of 
the establishment of planned human rights bodies, but 
received no further information. 

AI continued to send communications to government 
officials r�arding Issues or individual cases of concern, 
all of which remained unanswered. AI sought 
clarification of the reported killings in Najran, together 
with assurances that those detained In connection with 
the incidents would be protected against torture and 
execution, but received no response. AI also repeatedly 
requested permission to visit the country, but the 
government continued to deny access. 
Intergovernmental organizations 
AI submitted updated Informallon on Saudi Arabia for 
review by the UN Commission on Human Rights under a 
procedure established by UN Economic and Social 
Council Resolutions 718FliSOl for confidential 
consideration of communications about human fights 
violations. In March, AI made an oral statement to the 
Commission's 56th session, concentraung on unfair 
trials, torture in custody, corporal punishment and 
amputations. 

AI country reports 
• Saudi Arabia: A secret state ofsuffenng (AI Index: 

MDE 23/00112000) 
• Saudi Arabia: Ajustice system without justice (AI 

Index: MDE 23/00212000) 
• Saudi Arabia: Encourag ing human rights debate (AI 

Index: MDE 23/034/2000) 
• Saudi Arabia: Execution of Nigerian men and women 

(AI Index: MDE 23/049/2000) 
• Saudi Arabia: Gross human rights abuses against 

women (AI Index: MDE 23/057/2000). 
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REPUBLIC OF SENEGAL 
Head of state: Abdoulaye Wade (replaced Abdou Dlouf 
In March) 
Head of government: Moustapha Nlasse 
Capital: Dakar 
Population: 9.4 million 
Official language: French 
Death penalty: abolitiOnist In practice 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the Involve­
mentof children In armed conflict; Optional Protocol to 
the UN Women's Convention 

Despite peace moves, there was continued tension in 
the disputed region ofCasamance between members 
of the government and the Mouvementdes Forces 
democratiques de Casamance (MFDC), Democratic 
Forces of Casamance Movement, an armed 
opposition group claiming independence for 
Casamance. The number of human rights violations 
lessened in comparison with previous years, 
although the security forces in Casamance were 
responsible for several cases of extrajudicial 
executions, "disappearances" and torture. About 3 0  
suspected MFDC sympathizers remained i n  prison 
without trial at the end of 2000. Most appeared to 
be prisoners of conscience who had been arrested 
because they were members of the Diola community. 
Members of the MFDC also continued to commit 
human rights abuses against civilians. In July, a 
Senegalese court dismissed charges of complicity in 
acts of torture against former Chadian leader Hissein 
Habre on the grounds that it could not prosecute 
crimes committed in Chad. 

Background 
Attempts to find a peaceful solution to the 18-year·old 
connlct In the Casamance regIon continued throughout 
1000. In February, peace talks which took place 10 
Banjul, Gambia, led to the setting up of a joint mission 
composed of members of the government and the 
MFDC to monitor a cease·flre agreement In December 
a first formal meeting was held in Ziguinchor between 
the Senegalese authoritIes and the leader of the MFDC. 
Father Diamacoune Senghor. Among the issues on the 
agenda were the future of army bases, the freeing of 
prisoners, the return of displaced people and the 
implementation of development projects in 
Casamance. Nevertheless, tension remained high 10 the 
connlct area throughout 1000, lead 109 to border 
problems with neighboUring Guinea-Bissau, from 
where suspected members of the MFDC launched 
attacks against Senegalese soldiers and Civilians in 
Casamance. 

PresIdential elecuons were held in March and for the 
first time since IOdependence In 1960, the candidate of 
the ruling Socialist Party, the incumbent PreSident Abdou 
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Dlouf, lost power_ Abdoulaye Wade, head of a coalition of 
opposition parties, became head of state. He 
immediately announced a constitutional referendum to 
allow him to dissolve the National Assembly, where the 
Socialist Party had a maJ0rtty, and to hold new legislative 
elections. This referendum was due to take place In 
November but was postponed until early 2001 

Detention without trial 
About 30 suspected MFDC sympathizers remained In 
prison without trial at the end of 2000 In Dakar and 
Kolda. Most of these detainees appeared to be 
prisoners of conscience. arbitrarily arrested because 
they were members of the Dlola community. Most of 
them were charged with -threatening state securjty� 
but no evidence was ever produced as to their 
individual responSibility for acts of Violence. 

In Kolda. at least four nationals of GUlOea-Bissau 
remained In detention without trial at the end of 2000. 
The reasons for their arrest remained unclear. There 
was serious concern about the conditions 10 which 
people were detained In Kolda as no human rights 
orgamzatlon - neither the Senegalese Rencontre 
afncame pour la defense des dro/ts de J'homme 
(RADDHO). African Conference for the Defence of 
Human Rights, nor the Llga Gumeense Dos Direllos 
Humanos, Guinea-Bissau Human Rights League- was 
allowed access to them, despite repeated requests. 

Extrajudicial executions and 'disappearances' 
in Casamance 
The number of human rights violations lessened in 
comparison With prevIous years, notably after April 
2000, when a new army commander was apPOinted In 
ZigUlnchor However, the security forces 10 Casamance 
were responsible for several cases of extrajudiCial 
executions, -disappearances- and torture. 
a Momany Tendeng was reported to have been 
extrajudicially executed in January by soldiers near a 
mil itary camp in Nyassla. Two other young people. 
Daniel Sambou and Denis Sambou, were shot dead in 
March by soldiers who forced other civilians to bury 
them. 
e Several people -disappeared- after being arrested 
by the security forces, Inctudingjean Dacougna. a 40-
year-old mentally ill man arrested 10 February 10 
Ziguinchor, and Ephene Dlatta. arrested in Kabrousse 
In March. Both remained unaccounted for at the end 
of 2000. 

Abuses by the MFDC 
Despite the cease-flre agreement accepted by the 
MFDC leader, some elements of the armed wlOg of the 
MFDC continued [0 commit human rights abuses 
against civilians. In February. armed groups shelled the 
area of Niaguis. apparently to deter the population 
from voting in the presidential ejection. Throughout 
2000, CiVIlians were attacked while they were 10 cars or 
in the fields and their belongings were stolen by alleged 
members of the MFDC. In April, for the first time, Father 
Diamacoune Senghor publicly condemned the armed 
attacks launched by one of the military leaders of the 

Amnesty International Report 2001 

S I E  

armed wing MFDC, Salif Sadio, and protested against 
the fact that these armed groups refused to obey him 
and to respect the cease-fire agreement. 

Impunity: the Habre case 
In February, Hlssem Habre, former President of Chad, 
who found refuge in Senegal In 1991, was mdicted on 
charges of compliCity in acts of torture followlOga 
Criminal complaint filed In January by Chadlan viCtims 
and a coalluon of non-governmental organizations 
Hlssem Habre was placed under house arrest while 
mvestlgatlons into the charges against him began. In july, 
a Senegalese coun dismissed the charges on the grounds 
that It could nOt prosecute crimes committed 10 Chad. AI 
was disappointed by the court ruling that Senegal could 
not exercise universal Jursldiction over torture In Chad. 
The coalition of non-governmental organizations 
appealed agamst the decision to the Court of Cassation. 
which had not given ItS ruling by the end of 2000. 

SIERRA LEONE 

REPUBLIC O F  SIERRA LEONE 
Head of state and government: Ahmad Tejan Kabbah 
Capital: Freetown 
Population: 4_8 mlllton 
Official language: Engli,h 
Death penalty: retentlonlst 
2000 treaty ratifications: Optional Protocol to the UN 
Children'S Convention on the Involvement of children In 
armed conflict; Optional Protocol to the UN Women's 
Convention; Rome Statute of the International Criminal 
Court 

The 1 999 peace agreement collapsed after rebel 
forces captured UN peace-keeping troops in May. 
Killings, mutilations, rape and abduction of civilians, 
including women and children, by rebel forces 
increased. Government forces were responsible for 
extrajudicial executions, torture and ill-treatment 
Several hundred alleged government opponents 
were held without charge or trial. Renewed insecurity 
added to already large numbers of refugees and 
internally displaced people. The international 
community made efforts to resolve the crisis, 
including by strengthening the UN peace.J<eeping 
operation and taking action to halt the diamond 
trade used to procure arms. In a significant move to 
end impunity, the UN Security Council resolved to 
establish a Special Court for Sierra Leone. 

Background information 
Before ItS collapse In May, Implementation of the july 
1999 Lome peace agreement between the government 
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and the armed opposition Revolutionary United Front 
(RUF) was limited: attacks on civilians by rebel forces 
continued and thousands remained held captive; 
disarmament and demobilization was slow; large areas 
of the north and east, Including diamond-producing 
areas, remained under rebel control; and up to a 
million people remained beyond reach of humamtarian 
assistance. 

With the capture by RUF forces of some 500 troops of 
the UN MISSion In Sierra Leone (UNAMSll), hostilities 
resumed. Government forces comprised the Sierra 
Leone Army and a ciVilian militia, the Civil Defence 
Forces «(DF). Rebel forces included the RUF and 
renegade soldiers from both the Armed Forces 
Revolutionary Council (AFRC)- in power from 1997 to 
1998-and from the army. Some demobilized 
combatants again took up arms. United Kingdom (UK) 
troops were deployed until mid-June to defend 
Freetown and support UNAMSIL. Several hundred UK 
troops remained 10 tram the Sierra Leone Army. All 
UNAMSll captives had been released by July after 
mtervention by Liberian President Charles Taylor 

Following his arrest In May, RUF leader Foday 
Sankoh, who had been given a government position 
following the peace agreement, was succeeded by lssa 
Sesay. There was little contact, however. between him 
and the authofltles and It was unclear whether he 
controlled all RUF forces. On 10 November the 
government and the RUF agreed a ]o-day cease-fire in 
Abuja, Nigeria, under the auspices of the Economic 
Community of West African States (ECOWAS). Although 
this agreement included deployment by UNAMSIL in 
rebel-held areas, thiS had not begun by the end of 
the year 

From September hostilities between armed groups 
along Sierra Leone's borders with Liberia and Guinea 
resulted In further population displacement. 
Indlscrimmate shelling by Guinean security forces of 
vil lages close to the border In Kambla District resulted 
In Civilian casualties. Responding to fears of conflict 
spreading throughout the region, ECOWAS planned to 
deploy an observer mission along the borders 

Abuses by rebel forces 
In early 2000 human rights abuses against civilians­
abduction, rape. iooting and destruction of villages­
by rebel forces occurred almost dally in Northern 
Province. particularly Port Loko District From May 
deliberate and arbitrary killings, mutilation, rape, 
abduction and forced labour and recruitment 
increased. Aid workers were attacked and forced to 
Withdraw from rebel-held areas. 

Although abuses m and around Makeni and Magburaka, 
Northern ProVince, decreased from September, refugees 
forced to retum from Guinea were attacked and 
pressured to Join RUF forces in Kambia DistriCt. 

A group of renegade soldiers known as the West Side 
Boys terrorized CIVilians through killings, rape, torture, 
abducUon and ambushes along major roads in the 
Occra Hills area east of Freetown until September, 
when their leader was captured and many surrendered 
or were arrested. 
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Deliberate and arbitrary killings 
Large numbers of civilians were killed by rebel forces 
from May. particularly in areas around Port Loko, 
Lunsar. Makem and Magburaka. 
Cl On 8 May RUF members killed about 20 people and 
injured dozens of others when they fired on some 
]0.000 people protesting outside Foday Sankoh's 
reSidence In FreetOwn against RUF attacks on 
UNAMSIL. 
a A man was killed and decapitated mJune after he 
tried to prevent the abduction of hiS Is-year-old 
daughter as hiS family fled from Makeni. 
a A man from the Village of Magbile recounted how 
his sons, aged 11, 21, 2]and 25, wereshol and killed in 
June when they refused to join rebel forces. 
a I n  early September rebel forces attacked Gumean 
Villages close to the Sierra Leone border, killing Sierra 
Leonean refugees. 

utllatlon5 and rape 
Many CIvilians had hmbs deliberately amputated; 
others had the letters RUF carved into their fiesh. 
Abduction of girls and women, rape and sexual slavery 
were systematic and widespread. Most victims had 
contracted sexually transmllled diseases and many 
became pregnant. Often, abducted women and girls, 
Without adequate support, were unable to leave the 
combatants who had forced them into abusive 
relationships when they disarmed and demobilized. 
a During a rebel attack on Lunsar in late May several 
people suffered amputations. some of both hands. 
a Civilians near Mongeri who escaped from six 
months' captivity in October had been used as forced 
labour and repeatedly beaten and threatened with 
death; women had been repeatedly raped. 
a A woman with a five-month-old baby was strrpped 
and raped by several combatants when rebel forces 
attacked Masiaka in May; she was then abducted and 
subjected to further rape. 
a A 19-year-old woman from Magburaka reported the 
rape and killing of her sister during an attack in May; 
her husband was also killed. 
a Nine women and girls abducted by West Side Boys 
m August were taken to the VIllage of Makupr where 
they were beaten, raped and threatened with death. 
Hostage-taking 
On 2S August, a Sierra Leone Army offIcer and II UK 
military personnel were taken hostage by West Side 
Boys in the Occra Hills. Five were released after five 
days and the rest were rescued on 10 September In an 
operation m which one UK soldier and at least 26 West 
Side Boys were killed. 

Human rights violations by government forces 
Members of the CDF and the Sierra Leone Army were 
responsible for summary executions, arbitrary 
detention and torture of captured or suspected rebels 
and recruitment and use of child combatants. The 
CDF, operating in Eastern and Southern Provinces, 
became increasingly undisciplined and usurped 
police authority. Civilians were also arbitrarily 
detained at CDF headquarters, Including in Bo. 
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Koribundu and Kenema. ll l-treatment and extorlion 
of money and property at checkpoints were common 
and several incidents of rape, previously rare, were 
reported. 
a In May, five unarmed RUF combatants travel ling 
with civilians were intercepted at a COF checkpomt at 
Balima, north of Bo; one was summarily executed and 
the others detained. 
a A detainee captured by the COF in May and held in 
Bo lost an ear and suffered cuts to hiS back after being 
beaten With a bayonet; others reported bemg striPped 
and beaten with stlcks until they bled 
a In September, two men were killed and a third 
mJured when they resisted recruitment by the COF 
a In September the COF attacked police 
headquarters in Kenema, and detamed and beat a 
senior police officer. 
a Making no attempt to involve the police or 
Investigate, in September the COF stripped two young 
boys accused of stealing money and beat them in public 
m a village near Mile 91. 
a In October Jia Kangbal, ajournalist with the 
Standard Times newspaper, was detained In Freetown 
for two days by the COF, and kicked, beaten and pistol­
whipped, after publication of an article conSidered 
critical of the COF. 
Civilian casualties from aerial attacks 
In May and June, attacks by government forces from a 
helicopter gunship on suspected rebel positions in 
Northern Province resulted in up to )O civilian deaths 
and many other casualties. Attacks often appeared to 
be indiscriminate and undertaken Without adequate 
measures to safeguard civilians. Although warntng 
leaflets were dropped in Makenl and Magburaka, 
attacks followed shortly afterwards. CiVilians fleeing 
Makent. however, said that they were forced out of 
their homes by rebel forces as the gunship flew 
overhead. At least 14 Civilians were killed in Makeni and 
at least SIX were killed in an early afternoon attack on 
the market In Magburaka. 

Child combatants 
The resumption of hostilities In May halted 
demobilization of child combatants, leavlng several 
thousand still to be released by rebel forces, and 
resulted in further recruitment. 

RUF forces continued to abduct and forcibly recrUIt 
children In Northern Province. Recruitment of 
children by the COF also continued in Southern 
Province, despite assurances to the contrary gIven to 
AI representatives in May by the Deputy Minister of 
Defence. who is also National Coordinator of the COF. 
In May about 25 per cent of combatants fighting with 
government forces near Masiaka were observed to be 
under 18, some as young as seven. The government 
reiterated that IB was the mimmum age for 
recruitment and Instructed the acting Chief of 
Defence Staff to ensure demobilization of all those 
under the ageof lB. 

International and national organizations worked 
towards ending the use of child soldiers and assisting in 
their rehabilitation. 
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Refugees and internal displacement 
From May renewed fighting and bombing caused 
hundreds of thousands of people to flee: about 5.000 to 
Guinea and )00,000 to other parts of Sierra leone. 
bringing the number or Internally displaced people to 
some 500,000. From September, when Violence 
erupted along the Guinean border, 22,000 refugees in 
Gumea returned to Sierra Leone to escape arrest and 
harassment by the local population, Incited by the 
GUlnean authOrities. 

Those displaced remamed at risk of human rights 
abuses. Around Port loko, people venturing from 
camps to gather food and water were frequently 
abducted. raped and used for forced labour by rebel 
forces_ Others fleeing areas behmd rebel hnes were 
accused by the CDF of beIng rebels or rebel 
sympathizers, and were beaten or killed. 

Political detention 
Several hundred members of the RUF or other 
perceived opponents were arrested m May, Includmg 
Foday Sankoh. Some, fearing reprisals by the COF, gave 
themselves up. They were held under emergency 
legislation introduced m 199B. and repeatedly renewed 
by parliament, which allowed mdeflnlte detention 
WIthout charge or trial. In June the government 
published the names of 121 detamees held under 
emergency powers in Freetown's Central Prison. The 
legal basis for the detention of others remamed 
unclear. DuringAugust at least 200 detamees were 
released in Freetown and Kenema. Almost)oo 
detainees, including more than 10 children. however, 
remained held at the end of the year. Detamees were 
denied VIsits from their families and the UNAMSll 
human rights section was not granted access to 
detainees 10 Freetown until September 
a Abdul Kouyateh, publisher of Wisdom 
Publications, was arrested m Freetown in May after 
publication of an article about the alleged use of 
mercenaries by the government and was held without 
charge until October. 

Intergovernmental organizations 
The crisis preCipitated In May forced the international 
community. in particular the UN, the Organization of 
African Unlly (OAU) and ECOWAS, to reassess the 
viabIlity of the peace agreement and the performance 
of UNAMSI� the largest UN peace-keeping operation. 

Although the UN Secretary-General recommended 
an increase In UNAMSIL troops to respond to 
continuing Instability, meeting the existing 
complement of 1),000 agreed by the UN Security 
Council in May was hindered by WIthdrawal of Indian 
and JordanIan forces later In the year and reluctance by 
many countries to contribute troops 

The UNAMSll force had a mandate to protect 
civilians under imminent threat of physical violence, 
Within its capabIlities and areas of deployment. AI 
called for all civilians to be protected at all times, 
Including by deployment of UNAMSIL troops In areas 
where civilians were at greatest risk. It appeared, 
however, that on several occasions, for example in 
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Kabala lOJune and along major roads. they failed to 
protect cIvIlians from attack. 

The UNAMSll human rights section continued to 
report abuses and promote protection of human nghts, 
Including by provldmg human rights traimng for polIce 
and prison officers and UNAMSIL troops. With the 
Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, 
It contributed towards estabhshmga Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission and a National Human 
Rights Commission. both provided by the peace 
agreement 

In October a UN Security Council delegation visited 
Sierra leoneand recommended that, while maintaining 
military pressure, priority be given to dialogue With RUF 
leaders. It also recommended development of a 
comprehensIve and coordinated strategy for Sierra 
leone. The UN Secretary-General Visited Sierra Leone In 
early December to assess the peace-keepingoperauon 

Impunity 
The peace agreement had prOVided a general amnesty 
for all acts undertaken In pursUIt of the connlct bUl liS 
collapse forced reconsideration of this prOVISion, In 
June the government requested UN assistance 10 
establish a speCial court 10 try leading RUF members 

AI and other human rights o�anizations Insisted that 
trials focus on those most responsible for grave human 
rights abuses, whether members of the RUF, AFRC, 
Sierra Leone Army or CDF, and regardless of current 
political position or affiliation. 

In August the UN Security Council decided 10 
establish a Special Court for Sierra Leone to prosecute 
those mOst responsible for crimes against humanity, 
war crimes and other serious violations of 
international humanitarian law. Commenting on the 
SpeCial Court's draft Statute in November, AI called for 
the Court to have jUrisdiction over crimes committed 
since the conflict began in 1991 rather than, as 
proposed, from November 1996; for any recrUItment of 
children under the age of 15 years, whether forced or 
voluntary, to be defined as a crime; and for adequate 
and sustained funding for the Court. 

Since the Court would only try a limited number of 
cases, Al stressed that ItS establishment must prOVide 
long-term benefits to the national Judicial system, 
which had to be rebUIlt and strengthened In order 
eventually 10 assume responsibility for trying 
perpetrators of human rights abuses. 

Military assistance to rebel forces 
The governments of liberia and Burkina Faso were 
consistently cued as violaung a UN arms embargo on 
rebel forces. They were accused of transfernng arms 
and ammunition through their territories and trading 
diamonds from rebel-held areas. The Liberian 
government came under growing diplomatic pressure 
to end Its support for the RUF 

International attention focused increasingly on 
"conflict diamonds". In July the UN Security Council 
Imposed an 18-month prohlbnion on dIrect or indirect 
Import of rough diamonds from Sierra Leone, other 
than those certified by the government. The 

2 1 2  

International diamond Industry Introduced measures 
towards regulating trade. 

A UN Panel of Expens was established In August to 
investigate the link between the diamond trade and the 
conflict In Sierra Leone, Including the Implication of the 
governments of liberia and BurklOa Faso. It published a 
report In December which unequivocally establIshed 
the involvement of both governments by means of 
lOternational networks of arms and diamond brokers, 
dealers and transporters based in many countries. It 
made recommendations for effective Implementation 
of the bans on IlliCit diamond trading and arms 
transfers. 

AI public statements, selected country reports 
and visits 
Reports and statements 
• Sierra Leone: United Nations Secunty Council must 

ensure the protection of civIlians (AI Index: AFR 
51/015/2000) 

• Sierra Leone: Rape and other forms of sexual Violence 
agaInst girls and women (AI Index: AFR 
51 1035/2000) 

• Sierra Leone: Amnesty International calls for fast and 
effective action on diamonds (AI Index: AFR 
51 /054/2000) 

• Sierra Leone: Endmg Impunity - an opportUnity not to 
be mISsed (AI Index: AFR 51 1060 12000) 

• Sierra Leone: Childhood -a casualty of conflict (AI 
Index: AFR 51 1069/2000) 

• Sierra Leone: Recommendations on the draft Statute of 
the Special Court (AI Index: AFR 51 108312000) 

• Sierra Leone: UN Investigation exposes continuing 
trade In arms and dlamonds(Al lndex: AFR 
51 1086/2000) 

Visits 
Al delegates vIsited Sierra Leone in March, May, June and 
JUly. They met President Ahmad Te,an Kabbah and 
members o!the governmen� RUF leader Foday Sankoh 
and UN officials, as well as members of non­
governmental organizations and victims of human rights 
abuses. Research was undertaken in Freetown and 
Northern and Eastern Provinces. 
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SIN GA PORE 

REPUBLIC OF SINGAPORE 
Head of state: S.R. Nathan 
Head of government: Goh ChokTong 
Capital: Singapore City 
Population: 3.1 million 
Offidal languages: Chinese, Malay, Tamil, EnglISh 
Death penalty: retentlonist 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the involve­
mentofchildren In armed conflict 

Freedom of expression continued to be curbed by an 
array of restrictive legislation and by the effects of 
civil defamation suits against political opponents. At 
least 29 Jehovah's Witnesses were imprisoned during 
the year. Death sentences continued to be imposed 
and 21 people were executed. Criminal offenders, 
including juveniles. were sentenced to caning. 

Background 
The ruling People's Action Pany (PAP), in power since 
1959. continued to dominate the political scene, With 80 
out of8) elected seats in parliament. In May parliament 
passed the PolitIcal Donations Act, which sets tight 
limitson anonymous donations to political parties and 
prohibits Civil society organizations from receiv10g 
foreign funding. OpPOsition leaders criticized the new 
legislation, saying It would make it more difficult for 
Singapore's small opposition partieS to raise funds. 
They also expressed fears that the activities of non­
govemmental organizations would be adversely affected 

Restrictions on freedom of expression and 
assembly 
Although no new civil defamation suits were filed by 
government leaders. this practice continued to be 
misused to curb the right to freedom of expression and 
the right of political opponents to participate freely in 
public life. An array of restrictive legislation also 
remained In place, underm10lng the rights to freedom 
of expression and assembly 

In May police refused to Issue a permit fora public 
forum on homosexuality. claimmg it would be contrary 
to the public interest. Under Slngapore's Penal Code, 
homosexual acts between consenting adults may incur 
lengthy prison terms. In recent years the authorities 
have also denied a gay and lesbian support group 
permiSSion to register under the Societies Act 

In September, as part of an apparent attempt to 
encoura�e pubhc debate on Issues of national concern, 
the authorities allowed the creation of a new open-air 
forum. known as the �Speakers' Corner- Opposition 
leaders voiced their sceptiCism about the �Speakers' 
Corner-, reiterating concerns that there could be no 
true freedom of speech without reform of restrictive 
laws such as the Internal Security Act, which al lows for 
indefinite detention without trial. In December. police 
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refused 10 issue a permIt to the organizers of a 
marathon run to commemorate international human 
rights day 
Civil defamation suits 
JB Jeyaretnam. the 74-year-old leader of the 
oPPosItion Workers' Party, conunued to face 
bankruptcy and the loss of his parliamentary seat. One 
set of proceedings stemmed from a defamation 
payment awarded agamst him, as the editor of the 
Workers' Party newsletter, for allegedly defamlOg a PAP 
parliamentarian and mne other members of the ethnic 
Tami! community In an article written by a colleague in 
1995. In October, eight of the plaintiffs lodged a 
bankruptcy petition against J-B. Jeyaretnam, but later 
agreed to accept payment of the defamation award in 
Instalments. 

In December, in a separale case, a court awarded 
over 66,000 Singapore dollars (approximately 
US$)8,ooo) to J. B_ Jeyaretnam after ruling 10 hiS favour 
against a lawyer who had failed to pay costs previously 
awarded against him Immediately followmg thiS, the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and four others, including 
three PAP parliamentarians. applied to the courts to 
seize the 66,000 Singapore dollars awarded to JB. 
Jeyaretnam on the grounds that a 1996 defamation 
award against the Central CounCil of the Workers' Party 
had not been paid m full. There were concerns that the 

timing of thiS application appeared deSigned to prevent 
J-B- Jeyaretnam from paying further instalments of 
damages in the Workers' Party newsletter case, thereby 
bankruptIng him 

Conscientious objectors 
At least 29 conscientious objectors to military service 
were imprtsoned during the year. All were members of 
the banned Jehovah's Witnesses religious group There 
was no alternative civilian service for conscientious 
objectors [Q military service 

Death penalty 
The death penalty was mandatory for drug trafficklOg, 
murder, treason and certain firearms offences_ At least 
five death sentences were reportedly passed dUring the 
year and 21 people were executed by hanging, 17 of 
whom had been convicted of drug trafficklOg. In reply 
to a parliamentary question, the MinIster of Home 
Affairs revealed that )40 people were executed 
between 1991 and 2000, giving Singapore possibly one 
of the highest execution rates In the world, relative to 
its population. This was the first time special 
government statistics relating to the use of the death 
penalty had been made available. 

Cruel judicial punishment 
Caning, which consututes cruel. inhuman or degradmg 
punishment, remained mandatory for some 30 crimes, 
includmg attempted murder, rape. armed robbery. drug 
traffickmg, l1 1egal lmmigratlon offences and vandahsm. 
Drug addicts also faced a mandatory camng sentence 
and imprisonment If they had been admitted more than 
twice to a drug rehabilitation centre. 
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SLOVA KIA 

SlOVAK REPUBLIC 
He.d oht.te: RudolfSchuster 
Head of government: Mlkul�$ Dzunnda 
capital: Bratislava 
Population: 5.4 million 
Offici.l l.ngu'ge: Slov.k 
Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Women's Convention 

There were reports of il'-treatmentot Rama by police 
officers, and of the authorities failing to protect 
Roma from violence by skin head gangs. 
Conscientious objectors to mil itary service faced 
imprisonment 

Violence against Rom. 
Rama continued to (ace poverty, social discrimination 
and racist violence. Forexample, In March residents of 
Hlohovec town collected signatures to oppose plans by 
municipal authorities to move Rama into a house in a 
predominantly non-Romani neighbourhood. In August 
Vitazoslav M6rIC, a member of the National Council 
(parliament), stated In a radio broadcast that 
reservations for Roma should be established. In 
September the National Council stripped Vltazoslav 
M6riC of his immunity from proseCution, al lowing him 
to be charged with incitement to racial hatred. but no 
charges had been brought by the end of 2000 
a In AugUSt, three men broke into a home in 2i1ina 
and beat Anastazla Bal.Uova and her daughters with 
baseball bats. Anastazla Balalova. mother of eight, died 
three days later. Two of her children were treated for 
mJurles. Prime Minister Dzurinda promised to ensure 
�that this criminal act is investigated as soon as 
possible- In October the police charged four suspects 
with crimes includmg racially motivated infliction of 
bodily harm, resultmg In death. 
a In April a group of around 15 skinheads attacked 
three Roma In Poprad, hitting one on the head with an 
iron bar Two police officers who arrived at the scene 
physically assaulted Romani witnesses of the skin head 
attack. After another police patrol arrived, Emil Mlrga 
and his sons Robert. Maros and Milan were taken mto 
custody for allegedly assaulting the police. All four 
were reportedly beaten In the police station. Another 
man, i.:ubomlr Sarissky, had been shot and killed In the 
same police station in August '999. The police officer 
responsible for that shooting was sentenced in October 
to a suspended one-year prison sentence. 
Violent police raids 
There were further reports of Violent police raids on 
entire Romani communities. ostenSibly in order to 
arrest criminal suspects. 
a In September, In the Romani neighbourhood of 
Plavecky Stvrtok, masked police officers broke mto 
houses and reportedly beat and kicked women, 
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children and men. The police were allegedly looking for 
three Romani men. Nadefda Huberova was awoken by 
seven masked orricers who kicked open the door of her 
house. Her lo-year-old daughter reportedly suffered an 
epileptiC fit when they pushed her out of her bed. 

International organizations 
In August, the UN Committee on the Elimination of 
Racial DiSCrimination expressed concern at the 
"persistence of acts of violence by groups. particularly 
skinheads. directed towards Roma and other ethniC 
minorities". The Committee recommended that 
Slovakla should strengthen procedures for timely and 
thorough investigations and effective prosecutions 
against racist organizations. 

InJune the CounCil of Europe's European 
CommiSSion against Racism and Intolerance published 
a report detailing problems faCing the Romani 
community In Slovakia The report highlighted racial 
Violence and harassment and the apparent lack of 
pOlice response to such incidents. 

Conscientious objection 
In July an amended Law on CiVIlian Service came Into 
force which obliges the military authorities to inform 
recruits about their right to apply for alternative 
service. AI expressed concern about the tlme limits that 
were retained in the amended law, which effectively 
disqualify people who develop a conscientious 
objection to military service after being conscripted. 

AI country report 
• Slovakia: Conscientious objector Milan Kobolka - a 

possible prisoner of conscience (AI Index: EUR 
71 /001 /2000) 
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SLOVENIA 

REPUBLIC O F  SlOVENIA 
Head of state: Milan Kutan 
Head ofgovernment:AndreJ BaJuk 
Capital: ljubljana 
Population: 1.99 million 
Official language: Slovenlan 
Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the 
involvement of children In armed conflict 

There were reports of ill·treatment and excessive use 
of force by police officers. Conditions in reception 
centres for refugees and asylum-seekers were 
inadequate and in at least one case reportedly 
amounted todegrading treatment. 

In May the UN (ommitteeagalnst Torture reviewed 
Slovenia's Initial report on its implementation of the 
Convention against Torture. In its ConclUSions and 
Recommendations, the Committee expressed concern 
that the present Slovenian Criminal Code, adopted In 
1994, does not Include torture as a cnmlnal offence. 
Slovenia's report argued that crimes withm the 
Convention's definition of torture -specifically the 
Infliction of aggravated and seriOUS bodily harm and the 
abuse of power by state officials - were incorporated 10 
the Criminal Code. However, the Comminee stated that 
the Convention definitiOn of torture was more 
comprehenSive than merely inflicting bodily harm and 
that failure to include torture as defined by the 
Convention In criminal law led to people gUilty of torture 
not being appropriately punished. The Committee was 
alsoconcemed about allegauonsof police iJI·treatment 
and use of excessive force against people in custody, in 
particular members of the Romani community. In 
addition, Slovenian 1�lslatlon on the treatment of aliens 
allowed, under certain circumstances, for the expulsion 
of people to countries where they could be at risk of 
torture, which constitutes a breach of the Convention. 

In November the European Court of Human Rights 
found that Slovenla had breached several proviSions of 
the European Convention on Human Rights in the case 
of Ernst Rehbock, a German national who had been ill· 
treated by Slovenian police in September 1995. The 
Court concluded that the arresting officers had used 
unwarranted force, as a result of which Ernst Rehbock 
had his jaw broken and sustained further Injuries. In 
addition, his right to have the legality of his detention 
reviewed promptly had been violated as it took local 
courts several months to deCide on hiS complaint 
against his detention. 

Reports of ill-treatment by police officers Increased 
from late 1999 onwards. Police officers resorted to 
exceSSive force in several instances against young 
people and children. 
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B DUring the night of 21 t022April, 16-year-old Goran 
Razgorsek was reportedly beaten by police In the town 
ofSlovenJ Gradec. Goran Razgorsek left a local 
discotheque around midmght with some friends and 
then found that his motor cycle had a flat tyre. While he 
was calling his parents on his mobile phone, twO 
passmg police officers accused him and hiS friends of 
making a noise and of havmg damaged a traffiC sign 
They then ordered Goran Razgorsek to come With them 
to the police station. One officer reportedly grabbed his 
arm, tWisted It behmd hiS back, punched him in the 
chest and threw him on the ground. While he was Iymg 
on the ground, Goran Razgorsek was reportedly kicked 
in the back and stomach by both police officers, one of 
whom also kicked him on the head. He was taken to the 
police station in Slovenj Gradec, along with three 
friends who were released after questioning. Goran 
RazgorSek was refused permiSSion to call his parents or 
a lawyer and, after being questioned, was locked in a 
cell. After an hour m the cell he became dizzy and 
vomited some blood. H,s parents were finally informed 
about hiS whereabouts and came to pick him up around 
2am. An exammauon by the SlovenJ Gradec hospital 
revealed brUlsmg to his chest and back, a tear tn hiS left 
ear lobe, brUlstng and swelling on hiS cheekbone, and a 

bump on his temple. Goran RazgorSek's parents filed a 
complaInt with the Mintstry (or Intenor Affairs in 
LJublJana which was referred back to the Slovenj 
Gradec police station, which replied that sInce the 

complaint had not been sent to them within the legally 

reqUired penod it could not be taken Into 
consideration. However, the complaint was forwarded 

to the district public prosecutor. 
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SOLOMON 

ISLANDS 

SOLOMON ISLANOS 
Head of state: Queen Elizabeth 1 1 ,  represented by John 
Inl lapli 
Head of government: Manasseh Sogavare (replaced 
aartholomew Ulufa'alu In June) 
Capital: Honiara 
Population: 0.4 million 
Official languages: Solomon Islands Pidgin, English 
Death penalty: abolitionist for all cnmes 

The conflict between rival armed political groups ­
the Malaita Eagle Force (MEF) and the Isatabu 
Freedom Movement (IFM) - continued on the 
country's main island, Guadalcanal. 80th sides 
committed human rights abuses against the civilian 
population. Scores of civilians, including women, 
children and other non<ombatants, were abducted, 
ill·treated, raped and killed; these abuses were 
attributed to the MEF, the IFM or splintergroups, 
Thousands of villager> were internally displaced and 
deprived of medical assistance and relief supplies 
during an MEF blockade. The blockade was lifted 
following the signing of a peace accord in October. 

Armed conflict and coup 
The MEF emerged as the main armed political group 
representmg the interests of settlers on Guadalcanal 
Island, The settlers, from Malaita provInce, had been 
displaced in 1999 rollowing attacks by the IFM The MEF 
declared It was uSing military force to put pressure on 
the government to provide compensation for loss of life 
and property in Malana dUring prevIous attacks by 
the lFM 

In June Malaitan paramilitary police oHicers led a 
coup and JOIned forces wllh the MEF They raided the 
maIn polIce armoury, took Prime MinIster Bartholomew 
Ulufa'alu hostage and forced him to resign. OpposiUon 
leader Manasseh Sogavare was elected as the new 
Prime MInIster aher the MEF leader threatened �all out 
war" unless parliament elected a new Prime Minister 

Following the coup, acts of intimidatIon and reprisals 
against CIVilians by both groups escalated, The MEF 
used captured police weapons to launch a series of 
major assaults against IFM positions; hundreds of 
homes in rural areas were destroyed. Perpetrators of 
human rights abuses continued to enJOY impunity and a 
climate of lawlessness prevailed on Guadalcanal and 
Malalta 

Peace talks 
South Pacific government ministers and UN 
dIsarmament experts vIsIted the country, but their 
reports were not made public. A series of peace talks 
and a cease·flre signed In AugUSt failed to halt 
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hoStilllles, but growing pressure from CIvil SOCiety and 
bUSIness groups led to a peace agreement, Signed on 15 
October In Townsvllle, Australia, by members of the 
MEF, the IFM and the government. National and 
international efforts were made to implement the 
agreement's Priority provisions, including the arrival of 
unarmed peace monitors from countries ," the region 
The peace agreement provided for, among other 
measures, the rehabihtallon of members of armed 
groups, a general amnesty for all parties to the conflict, 
reform of the police and the reintegration into the 
polIce force of officers who had jOined the MEF or IFM. 
The agreement made no provision for an invesllgation 
Into human rights violations and abuses. 

Killings 
Dozens of Civilians and other non·combatants were 
kil led; the deaths were attributed to the MEF. the [FM or 
splinter groups, Both parties to the conflict failed to 
respect the prinCiples of international humanitarian 
law, which regulate the conduct of armed conflict and 
protect civilians, FollOWing the coup, MEF fighters 
Indiscriminately shelled villages east of Honiara from a 
police patrol boat. Displaced ciVilians in the Marau 
Sound were reportedly targeted by both the MEF and 
thelFM 
a In  May the MEF was l inked to the murder ofa 
Guadalcanese man whose headless body was leh in 
Honiara central market. with a note linking the murder 
to ongolOg peace talks. His death tnggered the 
apparently revenge killing of a Malaitan man two days 
later. HiS severed head was reportedly displayed at an 
IFM roadblock. 
'" In July gunmen suspected or belonging to the MEF 

shot dead two wounded IFM members as they lay In 
their beds lO a surgical ward in the capital's Central 
Hospital Days later gunmen In MEF and paramditary 
police umforms atlacked a rural medical centre on 
Guadalcanal and opened fire on staff and patients as 
they tried to flee, killing an old man and a teenage boy. 

Both the MEF and the IFM reportedly tortured or ill· 
treated suspected members of armed political groups. 
Some captives were believed to have dIed as a result of 
torture, or to have been subsequently killed. Malaltans 
abducted by the IFM were reportedly beaten at an IFM 
camp where torture was reported to have been routine 
Suspected Guadalcanese mihtants and CiVIlians were 
reportedly tortured or iIJ·treated In MEF camps on the 
outskirts of Honiara and In the former Guadalcanal 
provincial government offices. temporarily the MEF 
-headquarters�. 
t'"j In April the MEF reportedly abducted a 
Guadalcanese man who was later seen at an MEF camp. 
suspended by wire tied to his hands and ankles. 
blee(hng and bearing the marks of severe beatings. His 
body was found several days after his abduction in a 
suburb of Honiara 
B In June two Malaitan men were captured by the 
IFM and then tortured by an IFM splinter group 
notorious for its use of Violence. They were reported to 
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have been paraded through villages with visible injuries 
before being killed and buried. In what appeared to be a 
reprisal attack, twO Guadalcanese men -John Basco, 
an 18*year*0Id student in a Catholic col1�e who had 
been evacuated to the capital to escape the fighting, 
and WalterTavai -were abducted by MEF members in 
early July. John Bosco was reportedly beaten at an MEF 
camp before being killed and secretly buried According 
to eyewitnesses, WalterTavai was beaten unconscious 
and subsequently died of his injunes. 

Other concerns 
Hostage-taking 
Allan Kemakeza, the brother of the Deputy Pnme 
Mmister, was held hostage by the [FM (Western 
Command) for 10 days in August. An IFM splinter group 
hijacked a Solomon Airlines aircraft In September and 
held the pilot hostage for two and a half weeks. 
Peace activists and journalists 
AcademiCS and other members of civil society who tried 
to engage in public debate about peace talks were 
threatened and attacked. 
ei The family of Matthew Wale, a peace activIst. was 
robbed and his relatives were beaten by gunmen linked 
to the MEF. 
a Several local journalists and their families were 
threatened by the MEF for their reports on the connict 

Displaced people 
Between 7,000 and 10,000 people fled their homes In 
rural Guada1canal dunng the year, followmg threats. 
abductions, looting and burning of their property by 
armed political groups. Humanitarian aid for those 
displaced by the conflict was intermittent. MEF 
blockades prevented essential supplies reachmg 
Guadalcanese Islanders. MEF and IFM members were 
reported to have beaten, threatened and harassed 
International Committee of the Red Cross (lCRC) staff, 
medical professionals and clerical and lay workers 
trYing to carry out humanitarian work or perform their 
reltgious duties among displaced people. The leader of 
the ICRC delegation sustained head injUries when he 
was attacked by an ethnic Malaitan gunman. 

AI country report 
• Solomon Islands: A forgotten conflict (AI Index: ASA 

43/005/2000) 
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SOMALIA 

SOMALIA 
Head of state: Abdiqaslm Salad Hassan; Head of 
Somaliland Republic: Mohamed Ibrahlm Egal; Head of 
Puntland Reg ional State: Abdullahi Yusuf Ahmed 
Head of transitional government: Ali Khalif Gelayadh 
Capital: Mogadishu 
Population: 6.9 mill ion 
Official language: Somali 
Death penalty: retentlonist 

After having no central government since 1991, the 
collapsed state of Somalia gained a transitional 
government in July, which started to work for control 
ofthe south of the country. Outbreaks of fighting in 
the south between armed clan-based militias linked 
to political factions were frequent throughout 2000. 
There was no central judicial or police system, 
leaving Islamic courts, which did not follow 
international standards offair trial, as the only 
courts in the south. They condemned several 
prisoners to death and their militias executed them. 
Scores of civilians were killed in inter<lan fighting. 
Human rights abuses also included kidnappings 
(often for ransom) of civilians and humanitarian 
agency staff. Prisoners of conscience were held in 
Somaliland and Puntiand for attending or 
supporting a Somali peace conference in Djibouti, 
and their trials failed to meet international fair trial 
standards. 

Background 
Peace conference and formation of transitional 
central government 
Somalia has had no central government since the state 
collapsed in 1991. Twelve previous peace conferences in 
the past decade had failed to resolve the conflict. 

In 2000, a major new peace and reconciliation 
conference was held In Arta, Djibouti. supported by the 
UN and other donors and intergovernmental 
organizations Including the European Umon and Arab 
League. The conference met between May and August 
with over 2,000 delegates from Somalia and the 
worldwide Somali diaspora, Delegates Included clan 
elders, leaders of most of the armed and unarmed 
political factions, and representatives of Civil society 
including human rights groups, women and minorities 
Notable absentees opposing the conference were the 
self*proclalmed governments of Somali land and 
Puntland and four �war*lords· headlng armed factions 
In Mogadishu. 

in July the conference agreed on the formation of a 
transitional national assembly, which in August elected 
Abdlqaslm Salad Hassan. an exile and former Somalia 
government Minister of the Interior. as President for 
three years. The assembly comprised 245 members, 44 
from each of the four major clans. with 25 seats for 
women and 24 for the mmorlties, leavmg 20 members to 

2 1 7  



SOM 

be apPOinted later by the President of DJiboutl. In 
October President Abdiqaslm Salad Hassan appointed a 
Prime Minister, who formed an interim government 
based in Mogadlshu. It (aced opposition from the 
governments of Somali land and Puntland, Hussein 
Mohamed Aideed's Somali National Alliance faction, 
and other factions which controlled parts of Mogadishu 
and the south. There were promises of substantially 
Increased international aid and support. The new 
President made a commitment to protect human rights. 
He began to form a new national army and police force, 
to demobilize faction militias, and to seek international 
recognition as well as support among Somalis for the 
peace process and (or the transitional government 
Somaliland and Puntland 
The Sornaliland Republic in the northwesl continued to 
seek International recognition. In February its 
parliament declared that attendance at the peace 
conference or participation In any resulting 
transitional government constiruted treason. 
Somaliland contmued to consolidate Its Institutions of 
government and economic reconstruCtion, although 
adherence by courts to International fair trial 
standards was weak. In early 2000 the Somaliland 
authorities arrested some Ethiopian and Entrean 
refugees, deporting some and raising fears of forcible 
return of people at risk of human rights violations. 

The Puntland Regional State accepted that It could be 
part of a federal unitary Somali state In the future, but 
its government boycotted the peace conference, 
repressing any local support for it. A constitution was 
drafted for a proposed Punt land constitutional 
conference in 2001 

Civilian victims of armed conflict 
Throughout 2000 there were periodic outbreaks of 
fightmg between clan or faction militias in the south, 
involving killings of ciVilians as well as combatants. 
Weapons were easily available. The greatest areas of 
tension -the UN-designated Mzones of COnnlCtM - were 
m the Kismayu area, in Mogadishu where different 
clan-based factions controlled territory, in the Bay and 
Bakol r�ion and lower Shebelle where the Rahanwein 
Resistance Army had Ethiopian army support against 
Hussem Mohamed Aldeed's forces. and in Gedo region 
bordering Ethiopia which was contested between 
Ethiopian troops, Islamist militias and local clan forces. 

There were kil lings and reprisal killings of clan 
opponents, expulsions of members of other clans, 
cases of kidnapping as well as acknowledged detention, 
and torture or ill-treatment of prisoners. Women and 
the minorities were particularly vulnerable to abuses 
including rape, kil ling and theft of land and property. 
The minorities at risk. who had suffered most from 
militia attacks in the cIvil wars and social 
diSCrimination, included urban coastal peoples 
(Benadiri or Rer Hamar). Bantu agriculturalists 
frequently subjected to forced labour, artisan groups 
(Midgan, Tumal. Yibi,) and fishing people (Bajuni). 
Cl In June. six unarmed Bantu people were killed by 
clan gunmen in a land dispute near Jowhar in central 
Somalia 
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Attacks o n  humanitarian personnel 
In February the Somalia Aid Coordination Body 
complained of Increasing attacks on aid staff, premises 
and relief convoys, and theft of humanttarlan supplies. 
The UN Security Council In June condemned attacks on 
Civilians and humanttarlan personnel. In July. two 
international staff of Action against Hunger were 
abducted in Mogadlshu and held by faction-related 
gunmen for almost two months. 

Freedom of expression 
Freedom of expression was very limited. wnh little 
tolerance by government authorities or armed factions 
for cnticism by individuals or the media. Political 
entitIes in the south included political factions. mostly 
with armed milttias, and unarmed groups including 
community-based organizations. Human rights groups 
such as the Or Ismail (enter for Human Rights, and 
community groups such as members of the Peace and 
Human RIghts Network in Mogadlshu, pressed the 
factions to observe human rights. 

There were no political parties allowed 10 Somali/and 
or Puntland. In Somaliland there were several cases of 
people imprisoned as pnsoners of conscience during 
2000 on account of their peaceful opinions or beliefs. 
including Abdiqadir Awil Nur. detained in mid-20oo for 
converung to Christianity. in June the Somaliland 
parliament passed a law allowing the formation of 
three political parties to contest elections planned 
for 2001. 
Peace conference supporters 
In several areas there were clashes between supporters 
and opponents of the Djibouti peace conference. There 
were violent confrontations in Mogadishu. In 
Somaliland and Punt land the authonties arrested 
people returning from the conference. lnJuly the UN 
Independent Expert on Human RIghts In Somalia 
appealed to the Somaliland and Puntland authOrities to 
stop harassing peace conference supporters. Tensions 
and threats of Violence persisted after the Inauguration 
of the new government. In late 2000 a former army 
general supervising demobilization of militias and a 
member of the transitional assembly were assassinated 
in Mogadishu. 
Cl In Somali land, police arrested AbdirahmanOsman 
Alin in March in Hargeisa for attending the peace 
conference preparatory meeting. He was released by a 
court after three months. 
a Garad Abshlr Salad, a member of the transitional 
assembly and also of the Punt land parliament, was 
arrested in September in Berbera while in transit from 
Puntland. He was jailed for seven years by a court after 
a brief, unfair trial. President Egal ordered hiS pardon 
and release three weeks later. 

Several other dissident Somalilanders, including a 
Garhajis clan leader, were arrested later tn 2000 on the 
same grounds. They were freed without charge after 
short periods and President Egal subsequently 
announced that in future no one would be arrested for 
supporting the peace conference. 

In Punt land, demonstratiOns in April in support of 
the peace conference were attacked by police who 
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briefly detained demonstrators, and there were several 
reported deaths. A Djiboutlan teleVISion reporter was 
briefly detained in November on account of hiS 
reporting of the peace process. 
Journal ists arrested 
Journalists 10 Mogadishu were frequently at risk of 
violence by faction militias. A new Press Law In 
Puntland imposed restrictions on media freedom. 
a In March. Mohamed AIi Salad of Oarannewspaper 
was abducted and beaten by gunmen in Mogadishu on 
account of an article criticizing busmess leaders for 
causing environmental degradation. 
a In Punt land, Mohamed Abdulkddir Ahmed of Sahan 
newspaper was arrested In Bossaso in July for 
Criticizing the official boyeon orlhe peace conference. 

Absence of rule of law 
There was no central system of administration of 
justice in the south. In an increasing number of areas, 
local Islamic courts with their own militias were set up 
and partially accepted as a means of establishing 
security and justice, in addition to informal traditional 
clan mechanisms for conflict resolution. However, they 
did not follow recognized standards of fair trial and 
judicial competence. These courts imposed several 
death sentences. which were immediately carried out. 
and noggings. No amputations were reported 
during 2000. 

a In April an Islamic court near Merca in Lower 
Shebelle region reportedly convicted a woman of a 
morality offence and sentenced her to death by 
stoning, but the execution was suspended as she was 
pregnant. 

In Somaliland and Puntland there were emergent 
judicial administrations and police forces. but with 
inconsistent respect for legal rights. Human rights 
defenders in Somali land criticized arburary detentions. 
unfair trials, poor prison conditions and cases of 
torture and unlawful killing by police. 

Impunity 
In no part of the former state were public officIals 
known to have been prosecuted for human nghts 
violations. past or present. Several held new public 
office, Including some prominent alleged war cnmlnals 
of the former Siad Barre government (1969-1991) who 
were nominated by their clans to the transitional 
national assembly. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 

REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 
Head of state and government: Thabo Mbeki 
Capital: Pretoria 
Population: 40.3 million 
Official languages: Afrikaans, EnglISh, Ndebele, Pedl, 
Sotho, Swazi, Tsonga, Tswana, Venda, Xhosa, Zulu 
Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Rome Statute of 
the International Crimmal Court; African Charter on the 
Rights and Welfare of the Child 

There were reports of i ll-treatment, torture and 
unjustified use of lethal force by police and security 
forces. Asylum-seekers and suspected illegal 
immigrants were also victims of officia I i ll-treatment 
or racially motivated attacks. Further evidence 
emerged about past human rights violations during 
trial proceedings against the former head of the 
Chemical and Biological Warfare program and in 
hearings held by the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission's Amnesty Committee. Human rights 
defenders were harassed and attacked because of 
their work.. 

Background 
Local government elections were held nationally in 
December. They were largely peaceful and the rul1ng 
African National Congress (ANC) won an overall 
majority of votes. However, 10 several provinces there 
were IOcldents of violence, including in KwaZulu Natal 
where a number of election candidates were killed or 
injured in the run-up to the electJons. 

Continuing offIcial and public concern at levels of 
violent crime, large-scale circulatIon of Il legal weapons 
and a spate of bombings 10 the Cape Town area led to a 
number of high profile jOint military and police security 
operations in different parts of the country. 
Investigators from the Office of the National Director of 
Public Prosecutions and the police arrested and 
charged a number of members of People Against 
Gangsterism and Drugs (PAGAD) in connection with 
killings and other violence in the Cape Town area In 
October Investigators seized from the South African 
Broadcasting Corporation and other media 
organizations film footage which was then apparently 
used as a baSIS for arresting three PAGAD members in 
connection With the public killing of gang leader 
Rashaad Staggle In 1996. Two prosecution witnesses 
were killed in December. 

The South African law Commission Issued an interim 
report on a proposed anti-terrorism bm, which 
contained prOVISions for prolonged detention without 
charge for interrogation of individuals believed to have 
information on terrorist acts. 

The government and the statutory Human Rights 
Commission held a number of hearings and a national 
conference examining patterns of racism in the 
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country, preparatory to the UN World Conference 
against Racism In 2001. The Human Rights Commission 
also held heanngs intO alleged racist practices in media 
institutions. 

The Constitutional Court in September upheld the 
appeal by an applicant refused employment by South 
African Airways because of his HIV status. In its ruling 
the Court drew attention to the stigma attached to the 
I llness and the importance of ensunng that those living 
with it enjoy special protection from the law. 

Human rtghts VIolations by the security forces 
There were reports of torture, iII·treatment and 
unjustified use of lethal force by the security forces, 
including military units based In KwaZulu Natal 
province, primarily in the context of crime 
investigation and searches for Illegal weapons. 
InCidents included the cases below. 
el In April, police tied 16*year-old Siphiwo Zide and 
another youngster suspected of Involvement in a 
robbery with ropes to a police vehicle which was then 
driven away. Slphlwo Zlde died when his head was 
crushed under a wheel. In September, three Barkley 
East police officers were charged with offences 
including culpable homiCide and assault with intent to 
do grievous boddy harm, following an investigation by 
the statutory oversight body, the independent 
Complaints Directorate (ICD). 
a in June, 16-year-old Simon Khubeka was arrested 
without warrant by a police officer investigating animal 
stock theft. While in custody at Vllliers police station he 
was allegedly assaulted and verbally abused by 
another. white, officer who forced him to maintalO 
painful physical postures for prolonged periods and 
repeatedly punched him and banged hiS head against a 
wall. Following his release without charge Simon 
Khubeka required hospital treatment. 
a In July a woman police officer, Sergeant Nozlpho 
Ntoni, was beaten, kicked, stamped on and threatened 
With a gun in her home by a senior police officer from 
Blsho police station in the Eastern Cape, with whom she 
was involved in a personal relationship. Bleeding from 
her injuries, she attempted to lay a charge against him 
at the police station, but was again assaulted by the 
same officer In the presence of other, junior-ranking, 
orficers. The next day she reported the case to King 
William's Town police station whose officers attempted 
to arrest the perpetrator but were prevented by hiS 
brother, also a senior police officer Following ICD 
Investigations, the perpetrator was arrested and 
charged with assault with Intent to do grievous 
bodily harm. 
a Six soldiers and a Police Reservist were charged m 
a magistrates' court with murder in connection with the 
death of 3)*year-old Basil Jaca at Flaxton Farm, near 
Ixopo. They were accused of beating Basil Jaca at hiS 
home on I July and assaulting him by repeatedly 
pushing a rme Into hiS anus, while demanding to know 
the whereabouts of a gun. The doctor who later 
examined him failed to refer him to hospital although 
Basil Jaca was bleeding. in great pain and barely able to 
walk. He died on 2July. 
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a Four police officers were charged with murder and 
released on bail in connection with the suspected 
extrajudicial execullon of an ANC parliamentarian, 
Bheki Mhkize, in july. He was shot dead when about a 
dozen members of the Public Order Police Unit based at 
Ulundi in KwaZulu Natal raided his home, apparently 
searching for weapons. Independent forenSIc and other 
evidence gathered by the ICD indicated that he was 
shot intentionally at close range by the police. 

Impunity 
The trial of the former head of the Chemical and 
Biological Warfare program. Or WOuler Basson, for 
murder and attempted murder of opponents of the 
apartheid government. and on other charges, continued 
in the Pretoria High Court. The Court heard evidence 
from prosecution witnesses of covert operations to 
elimlOate Identified enemies of the state, and of the 
killing of members of the security forces who threatened 
to expose these operations. Witnesses testified about 
their involvement in the �dumping� of bodies or of semi­
comatose individuals from a1rcraft into the seas. The 
Victims included imprisoned members of the South West 
Africa People's Organizal1on (SWAPO). Some of the 
victims were allegedly Injected with toxic chemicals by 
or under the instruction of the accused and others, 
including military doctors. Otherw1tnesses told the 
Court of their involvement, as members of clandestine 
army units, in attempted killings of government 
opponents in the 1980s. 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
The Amnesty Committee of the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission (TRC) continued Its hearings on 
applications for amnesties. Cases conSidered included 
applications from former police commissioner johan 
van der Merwe and former Vlakplaas security police 
commander Eugenede Kock for the raid in December 
1985 into Lesotho which led to the killing of six ANC 
members and three lesotho nationals; from former 
secunty police officers for the death in detention in 1982 
of trade unionist Neil Aggett; and from members of a 
covert military unit for theanempted murder of 
government opponents, includinga current 
government minister, Dullah Omar, during the 1980s. 

The Committee granted amnesty to, among others, 
former Azanlan People's liberation Army commander 
PhtJa Dolo, who ad mined to ordering an attack which 
resulted in the deaths of three white Civilians travelling 
in a vehicle 10 March 1993- The decision to grant 
amnesty to former security police member Craig 
Williamson and explosives expert jerry Raven, for the 
killings of exiled apartheid government opponents 
Ruth First and jeanette Schoon and slx·year-old Katryn 
Schoon in the early 1980s, was challenged by surv1vlng 
family members. They lodged an appeal for judicial 
review of the decision on the grounds that the 
applicants failed to make full disclosure and meet other 
requirements of the law, in addition to their failure to 
show any remorse for the deaths they caused. 

in September the Minister of justice. Penuell 
Maduna, stated that the government would finalize by 
the end of 2000 its policy on reparations for the 
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thousands of people whom the TRe had declared In 
1998 to be eligible for compensation. The government's 
apparent reluctance to Implement the TRC's 
recommendations led to public canniet with the TRe 
and protests by viclim support groups. 

Human rights defenders 
Human rights lawyers and members of investigation 
bodies were subjected to physical attack. death threats 
or other forms of harassment as a consequence of 
their work. 
a In July an ICD Investigator, Velaphi Kwela, was 
killed on his way to carry out an arrest. He was shot 
seven times and thrown out arhls vehicle. The vehicle 
and the Investigation dockets he had with him were nOl 
recovered. 
a Two police officers were acquitted by a 
magistrates' court of perjury and of attempung to 
defeat the course of justice In connection with 
investigations into the 1998 Richmond tavern 
massacre. Two of their lawyers were subjected to death 
threats and damage to their property during the course 
of the trial. The trial proceedings and the court's ruling 
revealed eVidence of possible complicity of National 
Intelligence agents in killings in the Richmond area, 
and conflicts between police. Justice and intelligence 
officials which undermined the effectiveness of 
subsequent investigations. 
a In September magistrate PieterTheron, who was 
hearing a case against PAGAD members, was killed In a 
dnve-by shooting outside hiS home in Cape Town. 
a In October Zackie Achmat, a member of the 
Treatment Action Campaign, was arrested and charged 
With Importing generic drugs to treat AIDS patients 
unable to afford patented drugs. This prosecution 
underlined the human rights dimensions of the conflict 
between non-governmental organizations, the 
government and drug companies over the Importation 
or manufacture of cheap life-saving drugs in South 
Africa. 

Refugee concerns 
The government ordered the arrest of members of the 
police East Rand Dog Unit after being shown film 
footage of police officers deliberately inciting dogs to 
maul three captive suspected illegal immigrants from 
Mozambique. The helpless men were attacked by the 
dogs. as well as being beaten and subjected to racist 
verbal abuse by the police officers. Although the 
incident had taken place in 1998, the broadcasting of 
the footage on state televiSion in November 2000 led (0 
a public outcry and statements by offiCials and civil 
society organizations on the need to address persistent 
problems of racism and xenophobia. Six police officers 
were later charged in a magistrate's court with 
abduction and assault With Intent to do grievous bochly 
harm before being released on bail. 

In separate reports the Human Rights Commission 
and the non-governmental Human Rights Committee 
documented abuses of undocumented migrants and 
asylum-seekers. These included unlawfully prolonged 
detentions, poor conditions and beatings of detainees 
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by guards at Llndela Repatriation Centre. assaults by 
police officers involved In the arrest of suspected 
illegal Immigrants, and arbitrary and verbally abUSive 
conduct towards asylum-seekers by Department of 
Home Affairs officials. 

In March the police launched an anti-Crime initiative. 
Operation Crackdown, with the arrest by police and 
soldiers of over 7,000 alleged illegal immigrants in the 
Johannesburgarea. The raids were allegedly 
accompanied by abuses such as beatings and theft, as 
well as arbitrary arrests of individuals with a legal right 
of residence. 

The 1998 Refugee Act, which was brought Into effect 
In 2000, denies asylum-seekers the fight to education 
and the right to seek employment until they have been 
granted refugee status. 

In December, the High Court ordered the government 
to release offiCial correspondence relatmg to the 
deportation to the USA of a Tanzanian national. Khalfan 
Khamis Mohammed. He faced a poSSible death penalty 
for hiS alleged involvement in the 1998 bombing of the 
US Embassy in Nairobi, Kenya, and was allegedly 
removed from South Africa wnhout an extradition 
hearing, as required under SOUlh African law 

AI country reports and visits 
Reports 
• South Africa: Amnesty International welcomes 

Government action against racially motivated violence 
by police (AI Index: AFR 53/003/2000) 

• South Africa: Preserving the gains for human nghts in 
the 'war agatnst crime': Memorandum to the South 
African Governmentand South African law 
CommiSSion on the draft Anti-Terronsm Bill, 2000 (AI 
Index: AFR 53/004/2000) 

• South Africa: POints of clarification on Amnesty 
International's comments on torture (AI Index: AFR 
53/006/2000) 

Visits 
AI delegates visited South Africa in October to conduct 
research and meet officials concerning allegations of 
police and mil itary complicity in the ill-treatmentof 
individuals in custody. In March AI co-sponsored with 
several regional non-governmental organizations a 
workshop in Pretoria on policing and human rights In 
southern African countries, 
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KINGDOM O F  SPAIN 
Head of state: King Juan Garlos I de Borb6n 
Head of government: Jose Marfa Aznar l6pez 
Capital: Madnd 
Population: 39 6 million 
Death penalty: abolitionist for all cnmes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the Involve· 
mentof children In armed conflict; Optional Protocol to 
the UN Women's Convention; Rome Statute of the 
International Cnminal Court 

There was unprecedented racist violence against 
foreign workers. mainly from North Africa. in El Ejido 
(Almerla). Allegations of rac ..... elated i II·treatment by 
police officers increased. A large rise in the numbers 
of undocumented foreign nationals arriving on 
southern shores prompted claims that the 
authorities were failing to provide basic 
humanitarian care and that detention facilities were 
inhuman and degrading. A new law came into force 
that severely restricted the rights of undocumented 
immigrants, fined companies fortransporting them, 
and provided for an accelerated expUlsion procedure. 
Allegations of ill-treatment in prisons persisted, as 
did allegations of torture made by suspected 
members of the Basque armed group Euskadi Ta 
Askatasuna (ETA). Basque Homeland and Freedom. 
ETA committed numerous human rights abuses in 
which 23 people. the majority civilian. were shot 
dead or killed bycar bombs and many others. 
including children, were injured. There was an 
increase in acts of "street violence" by groups 
reportedly close to ETA. including arson. bombings 
and death threats. The government proposed new 
penal measures, including increased penalties for 
minors convicted of politically motivated violence. 

Police brutality conlJnued to be Widely reported and 
there was a rise In allegations relating to ill-treatment 
of immigrants or others of non-European ethnic origin 
Allegations were mainly of beallngs With truncheons, 
punches. kicks, slaps and Insults by officers of the local. 
national and autonomous police forces. A number 
referred to Ill-treatment of Immigrants. including 
minors. In the Spanish North African enclaves ofCeuta 
and Melllla. and there werecnttclsms about police 
passivity In connection with Ill-treatment of 
Immigrants In El EJldo where. In February. several days 
of race riots had forced some foreign workers to nee to 
the foothills of the mountalOs 

Allegations of torture made by ETA suspects held In 
IncommuOlcadodetentlon persisted In Apnl the 
European Committee for the Prevemion of Torture and 
Inhuman or DegradlOg Treatmem or PUOlshment (CP'O 
described a 1997VISlt to ETA pnsoner Jesus Arkauz Arana 
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The CPT commented that hiS accoum of Ill-treatment by 
CIVil Guards. followmg expulSion from France and while 
being held Incommunicado. was techmcally credlble and 
"the manner In whICh hedescnbed the sensation of losing 
consciousness as a result of asphYXiation was panlcularly 
convlncmg- It recommended a "general investigation of 
a thorough and lOdependent nature ... mto the methods 
used by members of the CIVil Guard when holding and 
questioning persons· suspected of mvolvement In 
armed bands. The CPT subsequently expressed 
disappomtment that the Spanish authorities had stili not 
carried out such an investigation. It also found that 
examiningjudges and magiStrates "could be more 
proactive" when they receive allegations of ill-treatment 

AjudiclaJ mqUlry was opened In October into 
al legations that municipal police officers severely Ill­
treated twoAlgenans, Hassan U. and Said M. The 
Algenans claimed that they were beaten by truncheons 
both before and after transfer to a police station m 
Ceuta Said M., a 17-year-old mmor, reportedly lost 
consciousness during the beating and was revived With 
water from a rubber hose, with WhiCh, at the same time. 
he was beaten While IYlOg on the ground he was also 
allegedly kicked and msulted. Both Algerians were 
reportedly Stripped to the waist and then taken to a 
police vehicle, agam beaten. and left 10 the area of 
Calamocarro. where they had first been detained 

Deaths in custody 
a Ant6nlo Augusto Fonseca Mendes. a native of 
GUlnea·Bissau reSident in Madrid, died 10 police 
custody while on holiday In Arrecife (Lanzarote) 10 May 
His family claimed he had been severely beaten by 
police officers and photographs revealed a number of 
bruises on the body. A first autopsy found no sign of 
external ill·treatment but a second concluded 
uneqUivocally that a fatal mJury was dealt to the right 
Side of the neck by a "blow with a blunt Instrument" A 
forenSIc opmion ordered by the Judge to investigate the 
two apparently IrreconCilable autopsy fmdmgs 
reportedly concluded that Ant6nio Fonseca had 
probably died of natural causes. The grounds for thiS 
fmdlng were nOI clear. The police offered a series of 
different and contradictory explanations for the death 
AI was concerned that JO September the Interior 
Minister told Congress that there was no evidence of 
police ill-treatment. even though theJudiclal 
Investigation was sull under way and a number of 
serious questions remained unresolved. 
a In December Abdelhadi Lamhamdi. an 
undocumented Moroccan reportedly trying 10 nee after 
disembarking on the coast ofTa"ra (Cadll). died after 
hemg shot by a Civil Guard who was pursuing him With a 
gun In hiS hand. Government representatives stated 
that the shot had been fired aCCidentally. An Algeciras 
court opened an Inquiry into the death. A diSCiplinary 
Investigation was ordered by the Director General of 
the Civil Guard and the officer was suspended 

Ill-treatment of immigrants 
The numbers of undocumented African nationals 
disembarking on the beaches of the Campo de Gibraltar 
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and Canary Islands- including pregnant women, 
children and babies -rose considerably. More than 
]4.000 were reported to have been intercepted. Many 
were from Nigeria, Senegal and Sierra leone. Particular 
concern was expressed by some non-governmental 
organizations about the failure to provide basic 
humanitarian care for many suffering from 
malnutrition. hypothermia and physical injuries. Most 
of these immigrantS were allegedly held In 
overcrowded, inappropriate and insanitary conditions 
in the cells of Civil Guard barracks and a munIcipal 
sports centre before being served with expulsion 
orders and released Concern was dlso expressed about 
delays in recovering bodies from beaches and a lack of 
dil igence in identifying them. 

In October. hundreds of undocumented Moroccans 
were deported to Ceuta and from there to Morocco, 
allegedly in condItIons that infringed international 
standards. including maritIme r�ulattons on safety at 
sea. The Moroccans were reportedly held, sometImes 
handcuffed, inside police vans or buses In the holds of 
ferries. They were reportedly overcrowded and at risk 
of injury from the movement of other vehicles In heavy 
seas. subject to great heat and engine noise. and 
without access to safe escape routes in time of danger 
Some ferry captains alleged that police officers had 
pressured them to accept the Moroccans as cargo 
rather than as passengers. in contravention of the 
International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea. 

Excessive use of force against demonstrators 
Several reports alleged excessive use of force by police 
or Civil Guards at demonstrations. In August an inquiry 
was opened by the Catalan government. the 
Generalitar, mto the action of the Catalan autonomous 
police, the Mossos d'£squadra. during a demonstration 
by hundreds of Moroccan workers at Aitona (Ueida). 
Some alleged they had been beaten and subjected to 
degrading treatment. In November a demonstration 
outSide Congress by pacifists demanding the abolition 
of the external debt reportedly resulted in 24 Injuries 
and seven arrests. The Interior Minister told Congress 
that, while police mtervention had been Justified, the 
action of some officers had been ·inappropriate� and 
Mexcesslve-, In Gallcia tOO there were reports of 
excessive use of force by police officers. 

Ill-treatment in prisons 
A second report published In April by the CPT 
concerned its 1998 visit to police and Civil Guard 
headquarters and prisons. including Soto del Real 
(Madnd) and Salto del Negro (Las Palmas de Gran 
Canarla), The CPT reported that a number of prisoners 
at Sallo del Negro alleged they had recently been 111-
treated by prison staff. They referred to blows WIth 
batons while handcuffed to beds in the pnson's 
segregation unit. The delegation found that inmates 
were handcuffed to beds In the unit on a Mfairly regular� 
basis. sometimes for prolonged periods of time. 
A11�ations of ill-treatment, such as blows with batons, 
were also received from SOto del Real. The CPT noted 
that the Spanish authOrities had undertaken to address 
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excessive duration of confinement in restraims and the 
failure to provide the prisoners concerned with 
mattresses. but added that the above-mentioned use of 
handcuffs was Munacceptable-. 

lasa/ Zabala trial 
In April the National Court sentenced former General 
Enrique Rodriguel Galindo and former CiVIl governor 
julen Elgorriaga to a total of 71 years' Imprisonment 
each for the t1I�al detention and murder 10 198) of ETA 
suspectS Jose Ant6nlo Lasa andjose Ignacio Zabala. 
Three former Civil Guard officers were sentenced to 
between 67 and 69 years' imprisonment, and two­
IOeluding a former secretary of state already convicted 
in another case - were acquitted. However, the court 
set aside charges of torture on the grounds of 
Insufficient eVidence and, more controversially. ruled 
that there was not enough evidence to prove that the 
accused had been members of an armed band, the 
Grupos Anmerroris(BS de LlberBd6n (GAD. General 
Gallndo- who had been promoted to that rank In 1995, 
afler the emergence of evidence that he could be 
implicated In the murders -and hiS co-defendants 
appealed agaInst their convictions to the Supreme 
Court. However, the National Court ordered the 
immediate detention of those defendants who were not 
already In prison. including General Galindo, WIthout 
awaiting the verdIct of the Supreme Court. The case had 
taken 16 years to come to trial, during which time 
crucial evidence was undoubtedly lost. 

Abuses by armed groups 
Following the ending of Its cease-fire the previous 
November. ETA embarked on a new campaign of 
violence. which killed 2) people in various parts of 
Spain and Injured many others, including children. 
Many of those who died were civilians. including local 
counCillors. ajournalist. an Industrialist, a chief 
prosecutor and ajudge. Several murders were 
attempted. The new ETA campaign was accompanied by 
an escalation In �streel VIolence- r kale borrokB�), 
aimed at creating an atmosphere of IntImidation and 
fear InjuneAI urged ETA to put an immediate end to its 
campaign of killings of civliians and expressed concern 
about the �kale borroka� attacks. In October AI groups 
began a campaign to call ETA's attention to 
fundamental standards of human rights and 
international humanitarian law 

Abuses were also committed by the armed political 
group, the Grupos de Resisrencia Antifasclsta Primero 
de Ocrubre(GRAPO). In November, following the arrest 
of presumed GRAPO leaders In PariS. France, a police 
officer was shot dead in Madrid. 

The government responded to the ETA kill ings and 
-kale borroka�altacks WIth proposed new measures to 
curb politically motlvated Violence. These sought to 
Increase the length of detention for minors convicted 
of terrorist offences and to create a special juvenile 
court within the National Court in Madrid. In November 
AI urged the authoritIes 10 ensure that any eventual 
legislation respect in particular the UN Children's 
Convention. AI also recalled its long-standing 
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oPPOsition to Spanish laws governmg incommunicado 
detenuon. These remain 10 force and. In AI's View, 
facilitate torture. 

In October and November, 10 people Involved In 
various Basque political, social or cultural 
organizations were arrested. on the grounds of al leged 
Imks wuh ITA. They included Sabino Ormazabal Elala, a 
well-known wnter, journalist, ecologist and supporter 
of non-violent civil dlsobe{hence. He and others 
arrested and subsequently delalned denied belongmg 
la, or collaboratmg with, ETA 

Updates 
In January the ProvincIal Court ofVizcaya acquItted, on 
grounds of lack of eVidence. two national police 
officers charged with the torture of Rita Ma�arete 
Rogeno, a BraZilian national, in 1995. The orricers 
denied the charge and were supported by the public 
prosecutor, who did not accept that Rita Rogerio had 
been Ill-treated. In an earher trial in 1998 three officers 
had been acquitted of raping her In 1999 the Supreme 
Court referred to the acquittal for rape as "horrifYing" 
because, while a lower court had found it ·Iuminously 
clear· that Rlta Rogerio had been raped by a uniformed 
officer in police custody, the police witnesses had 
conspired to lie and conceal the fact, refUSing to 
identify the person they must have known was the 
rapist. As a result the Supreme Court had no alternative 
but to uphold the acquittal. Two officers had 
subsequently been temporarily suspended from work. 

In December a court in SevIUa sentenced a Civil 
Guard, a shootmg Instructor, to one year's 
imprisonment for killing Mlriam G6mez Cuadrado in 
1999. The Civil Guard shot at the car in which she was 
travelling after her boyfriend tried to escape a 
breathalyzer test. The boyfriend was sentenced to one 
year's imprisonment for reckless drivmg and 
disobedIence. 

AI country reports and visits 
Report 
• Concerns in Europe, January - June 2000: Spain (AI 

Index: EUR 01 /003/2000) 
Visits 
An AI delegate VISited Spam in October to gather 
information. In November AI delegates viSited Vitona 
and Madnd In connection with a campaign against ETA 
killings. They met the SpanISh Secretary of State for 
Justice to discuss concerns about proposed new 
leglslatlOn aimed at minors Involved in politically 
motivated acts of violence, as well as ETA abuses. 
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DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA 
Head of state and government: Chandrika 
Bandaranalke Kumaratunga 
Capital: Colombo 
Population: 18.8 million 
Official languages: Smhala, Tamll, English 
Death penalty: abolitiOnist in practice 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children'S Convention on the involve­
ment of children In armed conflict 

The continuing armed conflict and a general rise in 
violence dominated Sri Lanka in 2000. April and May 
saw particularly ferocious fighting between the 
security forces and the liberation Tigers ofTamil 
Eelam (lTIE), the main armed opposition group 
fighting for an independent state, Eelam, in the 
north and east of Sri lanka. Tens of thousands of 
people were internally displaced by the fighting. 
People taking no active part in the hostilities faced 
gross human rights abuses, including indiscriminate 
bombing and shelling, killings, "disappearances", 
torture and the recruitment of child soldiers. 
Widespread violence took place during 
parliamentary elections in October. There was also a 
rise in paramilitary and vigilante activities. The 
failure to bring to justice those responsible for 
human rights violations remained a majorconcern. 

Background 
A state of emergency remained in force throughout the 
country. After heavy fighUngand the capture of the 
strategically Important Elephant Pass army camp by the 
LlTE, measures were introduced in May to put the 
country on a �war footlOS(. New Emergency Regulations 
(ERs) considerably extended the security forces' powers 
to detain and included provisions granting powers of 
arrest to ·anyother authorized persons·. The ERs also 
provided wide powers of censorShip. 

In February, the Norwegian government agreed to 
facilitate a dialogue between the government and the 
LITE, but by the end of the year few concrete results 
were visible. The government's efforts to Introduce 
constitutional reforms aimed at resolVing the ethnic 
conflict were shelved in August after It failed to muster 
the reqUired two-thirds majority in parliament. 

No party won an overall majority in parliamentary 
elections in October. The People's Alliance formed a 
new government with the 5n lanka Muslim Congress 
and the Eelam People's Democratic Party. 

The security forces and LlTE stepped up the 
procurement of arms. 

Killings of civilians 
Amid the escalaung connlct, the number of Imernally 
displaced civilians rose from around 400,000 in 
January to around 570,000 by the end of June. At least 
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150 civilians were killed in attacks by both sides. Both 
the army and the LITE were responsible for nOt taking 
adequate measures to avoid civilian casualties. 
a In October, at least 24 ciVilians were killed in two 
separate attacks on election rallies by LITE sUIcide 
bombers. Scores of civilians were killed in other 
attacks, apparently carried out by the LITE. in 
Colombo. 
a The army shot dead 17 civilians. including nine 
children, in Battlcaloa town m May, apparently m 
reprisal for the killing of three pOlicemen by a bomb 
concealed in a ice cream vendor's freezer box. 
a On 2 October. seven Tamil civilians were killed by 
Muslim Home Guards -villagers armed ostensibly for 
their own protection - at Poonagar, Muttur, 
Trlncomaleedlstrict. in apparent repnsal for the killing 
of two Muslim Home Guards by members of the LITE 
earlier that day. 

'Disappearances' 
At least lO -disappearances· were reported during 
2000. As in prevIous years. the highest number- I 1-
were reported from the Vavuniya area. An internal 
inquiry ordered by President Chandrika Bandaranaike 
Kumaratunga into seven cases reported between 10 and 
26 August seemed (0 bringa temporary halt to 
-disappearances· m that area. but two more cases were 
reported in early October. Other ·disappearancesR 
were reported from Colombo, Batticaloa, Jaffna, 
Mannar and Tnncomalee. Naval personnel were held 
responsible for two -disappearances· m Tnncomalee. 
a Eight displaced ciVilians, including a five-year-old 
boy, -disappearedR after being arrested while viSiting 
their homes on 19 December. Their bodies were 
recovered from an illegal grave six days later. Thirteen 
soldiers were arrested m connection with their 
abduction and murder. 

Torture remained common, both in the context of the 
armed conflict and during routine poliCing operations. 
Reports of torture 10creased following the introduction 
of ERs m May. However, later m the year reports of 
torture appeared to decline, possibly partly as a result 
of a number of measures taken by the government after 
a visit to the country by the Committee agamst Torture. 
These included, among other things, the establishment 
of an Inter-MInIsterial Standing Committee to take 
action with regard to cases of torture. By the end of 
2000 no one had been convicted of offences related to 
the crime of torture. There were frequent reports of 
tOrture involv1Og the Security Coordinating Unit of the 
Vavuniya police and the army camps at Urelu and 
Atchelu In Jaffna. There were reports of rape by the 
army in Jaffna and Batticaloa and by police In 
Negombo. 
a Five labourers arrested on suspicion of 
involvement with the LITE were tortured by police at 
Kantalai, Trincomalee. in June. One of them died 
apparently as a result of tOrture, although police and 
other officials claimed that he was shot while trying to 
escape. 
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Deaths in custody 
Several incidents of violence In prison and other 
detention facilities were reported. 
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B A Tami! detainee died as  a result of  injuries 
sustained dunnga clash between pnson guards and 
political prisoners in Ward F at Kalutara pnson on 6 
January. The following day, another detainee was killed 
in an apparently dehberate attack by prison guards on 
prisoners in Ward C. 
B On 25 October, 27 young Tamil men and boys aged 
between 14 and 23 detained for Mrehabllllation� were 
killed during an attack by a mobofSlnhalese Villagers on 
a rehabilitation camp at Blndunuwewa. Badul1a distriCt. 
There was eVidence of collUSion by members of the local 
police and deliberate failure to protect the detainees. 

Political prisoners 
Thousands ofTamil people were arrested on suspicion 
of involvement With the LITE. At least 1.500 were held 
Without charge or trial at the end of the year: some had 
been detained for more than four years. 

Impunity 
Impunity for the perpetrators of human rights abuses 
remained a major concern. Victims who sought justice 
through the courts received death threats. The report of 
a Presidential commission of inquiry, set up in 1998 to 
investigate complaints of past -disappearances� not 
examined by three earlier commissions. was handed 
over to the President in late August. The 
implementation of the recommendations of previous 
commissions and of the UN Working Group on Enforced 
or Involuntary Disappearances. which visited the 
country in 1999, proceeded slowly. 
B Officers from Tangalle police station standing trial 
for torturing Mahanama Geeganage Chandrakumara in 
1990. attempted to stop him and hiS parents from giving 
eVidence aga10st them by intimidation and death 
threats. The trial was continuing at the end of the year. 
B Four army personnel and a police officer were 
arrested In March on suspicion of 1Ovolvement in the 
MdisappearanceR in 1996 of 15 people whose bodies were 
recovered from shallow graves in the Chemmani area of 
Jaffna district in 1999. The five were released on bail in 
June. The criminal investigation was contmulng at the 
end of the year. 

Death penalty 
Scores of people were sentenced to death for murder. 
No one was executed. In November. the government 
announced that It would put into practice a deCision 
announced In 1999 to resume executions. AI expressed 
concern about thiS major step backwards for human 
rights. 

Violations byvigilante and paramilitary 
groups 
Tamil armed groups working alongside the secunty 
forces, and members of the security forces acting 
outSide the normal command and control structures, 
were allegedly responsible for human rights violations. 
including againstJournalists. 
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a Circumstantial eVidence put the blame for the 
killing of Mylvaganam Nimalrajan, Jaffna 
correspondem for variOUS newspapers and 
international agenCies, on members of the Eelam 
People's Democratic Party working with the security 
forces. Hewas killed In his home in the High Securuy 
Zone of Jaffna town dUring curfew 
a Kumar Ponnambalam. President of the All Ceylan 
Tamil Congress, was killed on 5January by two 
gunmen In what appeared to be a carefully planned 
attack. The motive and the Identity of those 
responsible for ordering the killing were unclear 
There were concerns that police investigatIons into 
his murder may have been subject to political 
innuence. A reserve police constable was among 
those arrested in connection with the murder. 

Child soldiers 
The LITE stepped up the recruitment of children as 
combatants after the intense fighting In Jaffna In May. 
Those recruited Included children as young as 12. 

AI country report 
• Sri Lanka: New Emergency Regulations - erosion of 

human rights protection (AI Index: 37101 9/2000) 

SU DAN 

REPUBLIC DFTHE SUDAN 
Head of state and government: Omar Hassan Ahmad 
al·Bashlr 
Capital: Khartoum 
Population: 29.4 million 
Official language: Arabic 
Death penalty: retentionist 
2000 treaty ratificationsl signatures: Rome Statute of 
the International Criminal Court 

The civil war continued to devastate the lives of 
countless civilians during 2000. Those most affected 
were people living near oil fields where pro­
government forces and armed opposition groups 
were fighting for control of oil production and 
territory. All parties to the conflict committed gross 
human rights abuses against civilians living in the 
contested areas including indiscriminate bombing, 
abduction, enslavement, forcible recruitment, torture 
and killings. Tens of thousands of people were forced 
to leave their homes. Despite government claims 
that the human rights situation in areas under its 
control was improving, lawyers, journalists. students 
and human rights defenders were harassed and 
intimidated. Dozens were arrested and tortured. 
Those responsible for human rights abuses were not 
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brought to justice. Restrictions on the rights to 
freedom of expression and association in cities under 
government control persisted. 

Background 
By the end of 2000. the civil war, which resumed in 198], 
had cost the lives of almost 2,000,000 people and 
resulted in a further 4,500,000 people being internally 
displaced. In addition, some 500,000 people were 
believed to have sought asylum abroad. 

The malO parties to the conOict smce 198] were those 
supporting the government - including the Sudanese 
People's Armed Forces (the regular army), the 
paramilitary Popular Defence Forces, and various 
militia groups known as the murahaleen-and the 
opposition forces made up of the Sudan People's 
Liberation Army (SPLA) and various allied militias. 

The drive for oil and termonal control over the 011 
fields was central to the war between the government 
and armed opposition forces. as well as to the ongoing 
connict between the various militia factions. For 
example, the 1,600km oil pipeline which came into 
operation In August 1999 continued to be the target of 
repeated attacks by opposition forces. In addition to 
the conflict between the regular army and the SPLA, 
another conflict raged between the variOus militias 
all ied with the government or the SPLA. These forces 
frequently changed sides dependmg on their perceived 
interests or simply the supply of arms. It was estimated 
that during the past few years more people had lost 
their lives as a resull of Interfactional fighting between 
militias than in armed encounters wllh government 
forces. The government pursued a policy of provldmg 
support and weapons to the various militia 
commanders and encouraging interfactional fighting. 
which resulted In widespread destruction and 
destitution for the local civilian population. 

The Bahr el-Ghazal humanitarian cease-fire-agreed 
between the SPLA, the UN and relief agencies operating 
under the umbrella organization Operation lifeline 
Sudan (DLS)-to provide food to Clv,llans affected by 
the conflict collapsed in July. However, a new 
agreement was subsequently reached between the OLS 
and the government which allowed relief supplies to 
resume. Although the cease-fire was not restored, a 
Iz-day truce was agreed in October to allow the UN 
Children's Fund (UNICEF) to carry out anti-polio 
vaccinations. Some non-governmental organizations 
accused the governmem of not respecting this truce 
and bombing towns. 

The state of emergency declared in December 1999 
remained in place for most of the year. 

PreSidential and parliamentary elections took place 
in December. 80th UN and European Union monitors 
turned down invitatIons to monitor the elections which 
were widely believed to be seriously flawed. Arrests of 
journalists, political opponents and human rights 
activists intensified ahead of the electIons and the main 
OPPOSition parties called for a boycott of the elections; 
people 10 areas under rebel control did not take part in 
the elections. President Omar al-Bashlr, ln power since 
1989, was declared the winner of the elections. 
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Internal displacement 
Tens of thousands of people were terrorIzed into 
leaving their homes 10 oil-nch Upper Nile by aerial 
bombardments, mass executions and torture. This 
massive displacement was followed by the deployment 
of additional weaponry and forces to protect the oil 
fields. Crops and livestock were burned and looted to 
prevent people from returntng to their homes. 
Bombings in Northern Bahr el-Ghazal also resulted in 
mass displacement of the civilian population. 

Bombing of civilians 
Indiscriminate bombing of civilians in the south of the 
country continued. International outcry at the bombmg 
of hospitals and schoolchildren in February and March 
led President al-Bashlr to order hiS forces to stop all air 
bombardment operations except where these were 
Justified by self-defence or during mil itary operations 
to ·protect lives and property�. However, follOWing the 
collapse of the Bahr el-Ghazal humanitarian cease-fire, 
the bombings intenSified. From September 
bombardments of civilian targets Intensified in other 
parts of the country Including Eastern Equatoria, Upper 
Nile and south Blue Nile. 
a In July alone, more than 250 bombs reportedly hit 
civilian targets In at least ]o separate incidents causing 
several deaths and disrupting the harvest and 
humanitarian relief in Bahr el-Ghazal. 

Child soldiers 
Conscription IntO the armed forces is compulsory for 
both men and women and the law stipulates that 
military training is a precondition for entry into further 
and higher education or into certain Jobs. There was 
increasing evidence that child soldiers were being used 
by the various parties to the connlct. There were reports 
that children were being abducted in the streets of 
Khartoum and forcibly recruited into the Popular 
Defence Forces. The parents were not informed and 
most of the young recruits were sent to the front line. 
There were reports of ill-treatment of child conscripts. 
a On 29 May the body of Inear-old Ghassan Ahmed 
Al Amin Haroun was transferred to the Khartoum 
morgue from the Jabal Awlia Compulsory Military 
Service Joint Camp. He had joined the army unit just 
two days earlier. A post-mortem examination revealed 
injuries on his hands, back, right foot and eye and 
bruising on other parts of the body and confirmed the 
cause of death to be "respiratory failure". The 
authorities did not comment on the post-mortem 
findings, but shortly afterwards placed the family under 
surveillance by the security forces. 
a Sixteen-year-old Mohanad Abdelrahman M. 
Zakana died at the AIJouli military training camp in May. 
His death was bel1eved to have been caused by the 
harsh training meted out to young conscripts. It was 
alleged that he was denied adequate medical treatment 
after he collapsed with sunstroke. 

Children continued to be forcibly recruited by the 
SPLA, despite the fact that the SPLA had informed 
UNICEF that it would demobilize all child soldiers In ItS 
forces and end the recruitment of children. 
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Slavery 
Although the government continued to deny that 
slavery existed m Sudan, thousands of people were 
believed to be held m forced labour or slavery 
Estimates varied regardmg the number of people 
held in slavery; some non-governmental 
organizations put the figure as high as 100,000, while 
government sources put the figure at 5,000. The 
sexual slavery of women was widely reported, 
especially in the areas affected by the armed conflict. 
Those who escaped described widespread tOrture, 
including rape, and forced marriages. 

Widespread torture and ill-treatment continued to be 
reported in many government-held towns. There was 
grave concern that suspected government opponents 
were particularly at risk. Reports of torture were not 
Investigated and the perpetrators were not brought to 
justice. Reports of torture were also received from 
SPLA-held territories. 
a No investigation was carried out into the deaths in 
custody of joseph Adhlang Langlang, Abdallah Col, 
Hassan Abu Adhan and Gladino Sam Okleny. They 
reportedly died as a result of torture. The four men had 
been held with Hillary Bomaand 25 others, accused of 
planting bombs in Khartoum in 1998. After HI llary Soma 
and hiS fellow prisoners were pardoned and released in 
December 1999, no investigation was carried out Into 
their allegations of torture. 
a In December, eight members of opposition political 
parties were arrested by the security forces during a 
meeting with a US diplomat. They were accused of 
plotting a coup. A few days later, two lawyers -Ghazi 
Suleiman and Ali Mahmoud Hasanain-werearrested 
for signing a petition against the arrests. Ghazi 
Sulelman sustained a head mjury and was reportedly 
hospitalized tWice while in detention, raising grave 
concerns that he was tortured. The 10 detainees were 
held in a secret location in solitary confinement and 
without access to their families, medical treatment or 
lawyers. 
Amputation 
At least 12 people were sentenced to have limbs 
amputated during 2000. At least one amputation was 
carried out. 
a In March AI Salik Obeld had his right hand and left 
foot amputated at Kober Prison. 
Rape and other violence against women 
Violence against women by combatants on all sides, 
long a feature of the conflict In Sudan, Intensified 
durmg the year, There were widespread reports of 
sexual abuse, Including sexual slavery, rape and 
forced pregnancies. Rape was used as a tactic of war 
by both government and opposition forces 10 
dehumanize and humiliate civilians in the conflict 
zone. However, because of the taboos and stigma 
attached to rape, reports were rare and Impunity for 
the rapist was the rule. There were frequent reports of 
women being abducted while collecting firewood or 
water and being forced to carry heavy loads of goods 
looted from ransacked villages. They were also used 

227 



SUR 

a s  bonded labour and forced t o  clean, cook and 
provide domestic services to soldiers in barracks and 
camps. 

Women's rights 
Violations of women's rights were widespread. In 
central Sudan, especially in Khartoum, women faced 
severe restrictions on their freedom of movement. 
a In September the Governor of Khartoum issued a 
decree banning women from working 10 public places. 
Days later, 26 women were arrested and three were 
injured when police used tear gas and batons to break 
up a peaceful demonstrallon against the decree. 

The decree was challenged on the grounds that it was 
unconsutuuonal in the Constitutional Court which 10 
October temporari ly suspended the ban. The (ourt's 
final decision was still pending at the end of the year. 
However. the Minister of Justice, while recognizing that 
the Constitution and International conventions 
guarantee a woman's right to work, would not condemn 
the ban as unconstitutional. 

Students and human rights defenders 
Students and human nghts defenders were harassed 
and Intimidated during 1000, particularly in and 
around Khartoum. The security forces prevented or 
disrupted student activities and activists were arrested 
and tortured; one was killed. 
a InJune soldiers opened fire on a student seminar 
on the criSiS in Sudan at the University of Senna. One 
participant, 'Mirghaml Mahmoud ai-Norman. was shot 
dead and several others were injured. In the days that 
followed the shooting, several demonstrations In 
support of the students took place. At least I I  people, 
including seven students, were arrested and charged 
with noting and disturbing public order. All were 
believed to have been tortured and most were 
hospitalized as a result 

Lawyers and relatives trymg to pursue cases of 
human rights violations frequently faced harassment 
and repeated summons to appear at police stations or 
security force installations. The perpetrators of human 
nghts violations, in contrast, were not pursued through 
the Juslice system. 
a Relatives seekmgjustlce for an I I-year-old girl 
raped by a police officer in May 1999 were harassed and 
intimidated. The authontles repeatedly attempted to 
subject the girl to further Intrusive medical 
examinations. However, lnstead of pursuing the 
allegations of rape, the Sudanese authonties chose to 
view thecase as a �secunty� Issue. Family members and 
lawyers acting on their behalf were reqUired to report 
to the Federal Cnminal lnvestigation Department and 
documents were seized from the lawyers' offices by 
members of the security forces. Neither the relatives 
nor lawyers were charged with a recognizably cnminal 
offence. 

AI country report 
• Sudan:The Human Pnce ofO,I (Al lndex:AFR 

54/001 12000 ERR) 
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REPUBLIC OF SURINAME 
Head of state: Ronald Venetiaan (replaced Jules 
Wijdenbosch In August) 
Head of government: Jules AJodhia 
Capital: Paramaribo 
Population: 0.4 million 
Official Language: Dutch 
Death penalty: abolitionist in practice 

Impunity for human rights abuses committed under 
previous regimes was a major issue for the newly 
elected government Conditions in prisons and police 
detention centres remained poor. Reports of ill­
treatment and torture of prisoners continued. 

Background 
PreSident Ronald Venetiaan took power on 18 August. 
haVing won general elections in May at the head of a 
four-party New Front coalition composed of political 
groups that were deposed by coups in 1980 and 1990. 
PreSident Venetlaan had previously held power In 1995 
and 1996. He took over from Jules Wijdenbosch of the 
National DemocratiC Party. 

Impunity 
There was little or no action until the change of 
government to bring to Justice those responsible for 
human rights abuses committed under previous 
governments. These include a 1986 massacre of 
civilians at the village of Moiwana, the beating of a 
prisoner 10 death by prison guards in 1993, and the so­
called �December murders· of 1981. 
a In 198z,15Journalists. academics and labour 
leaders were extrajudicially executed at Fort 
Zeelandia. an army centre near the Surinamese Cabinet 
Office, 10 Paramanbo. On 31 October 1000, after the 
change of government, the Court of Justice ordered the 
prosecution of former mlhtary leader Desi Bouterse 
and others in connection with these killings. Dozens of 
witnesses, Including politiCians, were questioned by 
the Public Prosecutor's Office. However, under the 
country's 18-year statute of limitations, legal 
proceedings should have been concluded by 
8 December 1000. AI the end of the year. the Public 
Prosecutor's Office was working on a summons to Start 
a prehmmary Judicial investigation. Desi Bouterse 
denied charges that he presided over the murders, 
saying that he took responsibility only because he was 
head of government and the milttary at the time. 

Conditions in prisons and detention centres 
Prison conditions were extremely harsh and severely 
overcrowded. amounting sometimes to cruel, inhuman 
or degrading treatment. Conditions of hygiene and 
ventilation were poor, with food, blankets. cleanIng 
equipment, soap and medicines in short supply. 
Medical care was inadequate. Most prisoners could not 



afford their own lawyer, and state-funded advisers 
were scarce. 

Pre-trial detainees constituted a large percentage of 
inmates, many of whom were held in overcrowded 
detention cells at local police stations. Police officers 
who had not been trained in prison work served as 
Jailers In local detention centres. 

Beatings of detainees and pnsoners were also 
reported. 

lII·treatment 
Human rights groups continued to express concern 
about il l-treatment by law enforcement officials. They 
documented cases of police i ll-treating detainees, 
particularly duringarresls, and abuses of prisoners by 
guards. 

SWAZILAND 

KINGDOM O F  SWAZILAND 
Head of state: King Mswati I11 
Head of government: Barnabus Sibusiso Dlamini 
Capital: Mbabane 
Population: 1 million 
Official languages: EnglISh, Swazi 
Death penalty: retentionist 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: UN Refugee 
Convention 

Rights of association, assembly and expression 
continued to be denied. Opposition protests led to 
arbitrary detentions and ill-treatment by the security 
forces. Government opponents faced arrest and 
politically motivated charges in the courts. At least 
1 2  death sentences were passed. 

Background 
The Constitutional Review Commission (CRC). 
appointed by King Mswatl I I I  in 1996, presented its 
recommendations for a new constitution to the King in 
November. Its findings and recommendations were not 
made public. The CRC was criticized for limiting public 
access to its proceedings. 

There were a number of incidents of political 
violence. They included the petrol bombing in 
December of magistrates' courts in Mbabane. There 
was also a bomb explosion at a security force 
encampment in the Macetjeni area in December. 

Violations of freedoms of association, 
assembly and expression 
journalists faced harassment in reporting political or 
human rights Issues. In February the government 
closed the state-owned Swazi Observer newspaper 
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after journalists refused to disclose the sources of an 
article about a 1998 bomb explosion. In july a case 
against Journalist BhekJ Makhuba forcnminal 
defamation was struck off the coun roll when the 
proseculion failed to appear in court. He had been 
brieny detained and charged in 1999 in connection with 
a newspaper article about King Mswati. 

Protests over restrictions on fundamental freedoms 
mtensified towards the end of .2000. Members of 
banned political parties, students and trade union 
members held demonstrations and meetings. They 
called for an end to the 1973 suspension of freedoms of 
association and assembly, the repeal of legal 
restrictions on trade union rights and a new 
government. 

In October the government banned meetings of the 
Swaziland Federation ofTrade Unions (SFTU) and the 
Swaziland National Associauon ofTeachers (SNAn, and 
threatened civil servants With arrest if they 
participated in strikes and boycotts deemed political 
The government obtained an Industrial Court order 
declaring illegal a proposed strike by the Sf1U. 
Following the visit of a delegation from the 
Internal10nal Labour O�anisation in November, King 
Mswati signed into law an amended Industrial 
Relations Act which restored some trade union 
freedoms 

Detentions, restrictions and political trials 
Opposition leaders were prosecuted on the baSIS of 
politically motivated charges. journalists and other 
critics were brieny detained without charge or trial. AI 
appealed to the government to respect the rights of its 
Citizens to non-violent political association and 
assembly, and to freedom of expression 
Cl A number of local and foreign journalists reporting 
political protests In October and November were 
brieny detained and had film footage confiscated. 
Foreignjournalists were ordered to leave the country 
B On 7 November SFTU offiCials were briefly held at a 
security force roadblock outside Mbabane to prevent 
them joining protesters seeking to hand a petltlon 
calling for political reforms to the Prime Minister. jan 
Sithole, SFTU Secretary General, was subsequently held 
under extra-legal house arrest for several days and his 
communication with others was restricted by the 
security forces. 
a On 7 November members of the banned opposition 
party, the People's United Democratic Movement 
(PUDEMO), were prevented by the security forces from 
delivering a petition to the Prime Minister. Mario 
Masuku. President of PUDEMO. was arrested bypoitceon 
10 November and held Incommunicado. On 15 November 
he was charged in the High Court with sedition for 
allegedly CrIticizing the Kingand released under 
restrictive ball conditions to await trial. The presiding 
Judge, the Chief Justice, was later questioned by 
government mmlsters about hiS decision to grant ball 

The secunty forces ill-treated and used exceSSive force 
against political activists and protesters. 
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Cl In February delegates to a Swaziland Youth Congress 
conference required hospital treatment for Injuries 
sustained when police forcibly broke up the gathering 
a In October some 200 vil lagers in Macetjeni and 
KaMkhweli were eVicted from their homes at gunpoint 
by soldiers. apparently because they refused to accept 
the King's brother, Pnnce Maguga, as chief. They were 
left In the countryside without shelter or other baSIC 
necessities. After a petrol bomb attack in December on 
Prince Maguga's home. Dumlsa Ndhlandhla was 
arrested and charged with arson. He was allegedly 
beaten and subjected to suffocation torture by police 
dUring Interrogation. 
a During protests and strikes in October and 
November a number of trade union officials and other 
protesters were assaulted by the security forces. Musa 
Dlamml, SNATSecretary General, was allegedly beaten 
at police regional headquarters in Manzini, and 
Bonglhlanhla Gama, another SNAT official. was shot 
and wounded by police. They both required treatment 
in hospital 

Death pena Ity 
At least 12 death sentences were imposed by the High 
Court in separate murder trials. No executions were 
known to have taken place. 

SWEDEN 

KINGDOM OF SWEDEN 
Head ohtate: King Carl XVI Gustaf 
Head of government: Goran Persson 
Capital: Stockholm 
Population: 8.9 million 
Official language: Swedish 
Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children'S Convention on the involve· 
ment ofchildren In armed conflict 

At least two unarmed people were shot dead by 
police, and at least two people died in custody in 
disputed circumstances. More than five years after 
the death in custody ofOsmoVallo, no one had been 
held accountable. 

OsmoVallo 
More than five years after the death in custody in 
disputed circumstances of Osmo Vallo. the government 
established a commission of inquiry into the authorities' 
handling of the case; no one had been held accountable. 

Osmo Vallo died shortly after hiS arrest on 10 May 
1995. A police officer had stamped on hiS back as he lay 
face down on the ground. After he appeared to have 
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collapsed, no attempt was made to assist or resuscitate 
him. Instead, police officers transported him. still 
handcuffed and lying face downwards, to the hospital 

In clOSing the ,"vesugatlon intO the case on 10 March 
2000. the Prosecutor General acknowledged that Osmo 
Vallo may have died from being stamped on the back by 
a police officer. The Prosecutor General also 
acknowledged that there had been flaws In the 
investigation and urged that a further investigation be 
carried out into how the authorities had handled the 
different aspects of the case. 

There was concern that Osmo Vallo's death was not 
an isolated ,"cident; a pattern of similar deaths in 
custody had been reported in which the manner of 
restraint or excessive use of force by law enforcement 
offiCials may have caused asphyxia. The Inadequacy of 
many of the investigations into these deaths led AI to 
call for a totally independent body such as a 
commission of Inquiry, possibly including experts 
from other countries. to investigate the handling of 
Osmo Vallo's case by the different authorities. as well 
as other cases of deaths in custody since 1992. 

In a letter to AI in june, the Minister of justice stated 
that the 21 June report of the Chancellor of justice was 
critical of actions taken by various authorities Involved 
in the handling of the Osmo Vallo case and indicated 
flaws within the criminal justice system. The Chancellor 
of Justice's report called for further conSideration of 
certain questions. 

The Chancellor of Justice's report was Immediately 
followed by a report by the Parliamentary 
Ombudsperson who stated that the current procedure 
for dealing with complaints against the police was 
inadequate and proposed that an independent system 
be established. The Ombudsperson was particularly 
critical of the local prosecutors' failure to initiate 
preliminary investigations into some cases of alleged 
police misconduct even though such investigations 
would have been justified. The Minister of Justice 
established a commission of inquiry in December to 
look into past deaths 10 custody in order to propose 
preventive measures for the future. The commission 
was scheduled to report in one year's time. 

Shootings by police 
At least two unarmed people were shot dead by police. 
a Magnus Carlsson, aged 19, was shot dead in Kalmar 
on 11 May after a car chase and a struggle with police 
officers. A police officer was accused of causing the 
death of another person or breach of duty, but was 
acqUitted In October, after the court accepted that he 
had acted in self-defence. 
a Mikael Pettersson, aged 11,  was shot dead on 11 
March at Vikbolandet near NorrkOpingafter he crashed 
his car while being chased by the police and then tried 
to run away. The police officer reportedly fired a 
warmng shot, then shot Mlkael Pettersson because he 
was convinced that he was armed. No weapon was 
found at the scene. In October the police officer was 
convicted of breach of duty, aggravated assault and 
causing the death of another person through grave 
carelessness and sentenced to 18 months' 
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imprisonment. The officer lodged an appeal which was 
pending at the end of the year. 

Death in prison 
In June Bruce Joel Jason HultMn, a z8·year·old 
prisoner. died after being restrained by four prison 
guards. He had attempted to escape from the Storboda 
Institution In Stockholm. The prison authOrities were 
Immediately alerted to his escape and he was chased 
and caught by four prison guards. The prison guards 
restrained him. including reportedly by sitting on him 
as he lay on the ground. It was also reported that one 
guard grabbed the back of Bruce Joel Jason Hulthen's 
head and neck. which may have caused his death. When 
the police arrived on the scene shortly afterwards, the 
prisoner was apparently already unconscious. The 
Regional DIrector of Prison and ProbatIon Services told 
the mecha that the prisoner �went blue in the face and 
stopped breathlnf. Prison guards reportedly tried to 
resuscitate him. but he was dead on arrival at the 
hospital. The prison guards were suspended pending 
the police Investigation Into the death. In October. one 
of the pnson guards was charged with manslaughter; he 
was awaiting trial at the end of the year. 

Death in police custody 
On 3 November, Peter Andersson. a 35·year·old 
suspected burglar, died after being arrested and 
restrained by four police officers In Orebro. The 
preliminary report of a post·mortem examination 
Indicated signs of violence on hIs face, arms, legs and 
body as well as symptoms of death from asphyxia. 

Forcible return 
In November the UN Committee against Torture 
concluded that the decisions of the Swedish 
immigration authorities In connection with the case of 
an Iranian woman had constituted a violation of 
Sweden's obligations under the UN Convention against 
Torture. The woman feared that she might be sentenced 
to death by stoning for adultery if she was returned 
to Iran. 

AI country report 
• Concerns in Europe, January - June 2000: Sweden 

(AI Index: EUROl/003/2000) 
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SWITZER LAND 

SWISS CONFEDERATION 
Head of state and government: Adolf Ogi 
Capital: Bern 
Population: 7.3 million 
Official languages: German, French, Italian 
Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the 
involvement of children in armed conflict 

SWI 

There were further allegations of ill-treatment of 
criminal suspects by police and of foreign nationals 
during forcible deportation. Some official 
investigations into such allegations were 
unsatisfactory. A criminal investigation continued 
into the death of an asylum-seeker during 
deportation in 1 999. A military appeal court 
confirmed that a Rwandese national was guilty of 
war crimes. 

Background 
A new Federal Constilution which came into force m 
January included specIfic prohibItions on torture and 
all other cruel. inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment and on the return of any individual to a 
state where they would fisk such treatment. 

In March a nal10nal referendum voted in favour of a 
package of reforms in the justice system, already 
approved by parliament, includmg the eventual 
unifIcation of the existing 26 cantonal codes of penal 
procedure and three federal laws on penal procedure 
The text of a draft bill of unification was expected in 
2001. In previous years both the UN Human Rights 
Committee and the UN Committee against Torture had 
recommended that Switzerland intensify liS efforts to 
harmonize the cantonal codes. particularly With regard 
to the granting of certain legal guarantees providing 
safeguards against ill-treatment In police custody. 

I ll-treatment on arrest 
There were fresh reports of police ill-treatment of 
detainees, often accompanied by racist abuse In the 
case of non·Caucasians. Some criminal and 
administrative Investigations into such allegations 
were inadequate. In Its second report on SWitzerland, 
published In March, the Council of Europe's 
Commission against Racism and Intolerance noted 
reports concerning police III·treatment �particularly of 
non·citizens and SWISS of foreign origin" and stressed 
�the importance of setting up an independent body to 
investigate complaints of police ilHreatment" and of 
more systematic police training on �the subject of 
racism and discrimination". 
a A Criminal Investigation was opened IntO a 
complaint which Rashid Abdul·Ackah, a Swiss citizen of 
Ghanaian origin, lodged against members of Zurich 
MuniCipal Police in December 1999. He said that while 
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walking through central Zurich. poilce orricers 
subjected him to repeated, unnecessary Identity 
checks. knocked him to the ground. handcuffed him. 
subjected him to raCist abuse and transferred him to a 
police station where he was forced to strip. Within 
hours of his release. wlthoul charge, a local hospital 
issued a medical certificate recording bruises on his left 
arm and head. He maintamed that there were no legal 
grounds for his detention and that the police had taken 
him to the police station in order to humiliate him. 
a In  January a '7-year-old Angolan schoolboy lodged 
a criminal complaint against three Geneva police 
officers. He accused them or kicking and beating him 
with truncheons until he lost consciousness and 
subjecting him to racist abuse after detaining him in 
November 1999 on suspIcion of being involved In a 
street fight. He was held in a police station overnight, 
then charged with resisting the police, but 
subsequently acquitted, In Aprll lhe Geneva Attorney 
General, who had opened a preliminary Inquiry 
entrusted to the police, ruled that there were no 
grounds to justify further InvestigatiOn and closed the 
inquiry The boy had never been questioned about his 
allegations. In  August, following an appeal, a Geneva 
court ruled that an Investigating magistrate should 
carry out a full inquiry inlo the allegations, including 
questioning the boy and other relevant wunesses. 

I ll-treatment during deportation 
There were allegations that police officers subjected 
some foreign nationals resisting deportation to 
physical assault. death threats and racist abuse 
immediately prior to and during forcible deportatlons 
from Zurich-Kloten and Geneva airports. There were 
also unconfjrmed reports that on occasion recalCitrant 
deportees were given sedatives in order to subdue 
them rather than for purely medical reasons. Some 
deportees claimed that they were deprived of food, 
liqUid and access to a lavatory for many hours until 
they reached their destination. 

There were also claims that some form of mouth 
restraint was used In Isolated cases involving 
deportations from Zurich. The use of any materialsor 
methods which could block an individual's airways Is 
highly dangerous and can result in fatalities. It was 
unclear whether any expliCit Instruction banning the use 
of all forms of mouth restraint was In exlstenceand 
whether an internal serviceinstructJon ISSUed to ZUrich 
Cantonal Police in May 1998, explicitly authorizing 
gaggmg as a means of restraint dUring deportation, had 
been withdrawn. In August 1999 the Zunch cantonal 
government had announced that adheSive tape would no 
longer be used to cover deponees' mouths to prevent 
them shouting. In September 1000. it stated that a 
spec,ally modif,ed helmet introduced ,nJuly '999, which 
had a chin-cup attached forcing the jaws closed and a 
cover which could be placed across the mouth, had not 
been used since September 1999. The government said 
that the helmet was no longer necessary because 
-forseeablydifficult- deportations now took place via 
specially chartered nights and no tongeron normal 
passenger flights. It added that open-faced rubber 
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helmets were In use to prevent recalCItrant deportees 
inJuflng themselves. 

The Zurich government refused to supply AI or the 
Zurich parliament with copies of Internal service 
instructions or any written guidelines issued to police 
officers concerning the treatment of detainees during 
forCible deportation. In November it stated that officers 
were authorized to wear masks dunngdeportation 
operations, for their own protection. There was concern 
that. If masked officers did not display some form of 
Identification prominently on their uniforms, this could 
prevent Identification of alleged assailants and thus 
prOVide them With complete impunity. 
a Gilbert Kouam Tamo, a Cameroonlan, alleged that 
during his deportation from Zurich in April, masked 
officers kicked and punched him, beat him with batons, 
applied such pressure to his neck that he felt he was 
choking, pressed a pillow over his face and, when he 
was bound hand and foot and attached to an airline 
seat by several belts, twice punched him in Ihe face. He 
also claimed that there was an unsuccessful attempt to 
inject him and that he was deprived of food and drink 
during a nine-hour night. A hospital In  Cameroon 
recorded extensive cuts and bruises to his face 
and body. 
Khaled Abuzarifa 
In January the BUlach Public Prosecutor's office 
investigating the death of Khaled Abuzarlfa, a 
PalestInian, during deportation from Zurlch-Kloten 
airport in March 1999, announced that, in view of the 
findings of a post-mortem examination, three police 
officers and a doctor employed by Ihe Canton of Bern, 
where the deportation operation began, had been put 
under formal investIgation in connection With possible 
manslaughter charges. 

Khaled Abuzarifa was given a sedative tablet, had his 
mouth sealed with adheSive tape. was bound hand and 
foot, and strapped Into a wheelchair In preparation for 
deportation. The post-mortem report concluded that 
he died of suffocation as a result of the restraining 
measures to which he was subjected. It criticized the 
escorting police officers for losing valuable time in 
removing the adheSive tape after observing that he was 
unwell and noted that they had not received relevant 
training. The doctor, who assisted at the taping of the 
mouth and certified It as safe. even though the 
deportee was only able to breath through one nostril, 
was criticized for failing to provide them with relevant 
instructions. A supplementary forensic report was 
subsequently drawn up at the request of the accused 
and the criminal investigation remained open at the 
end of the year. 

Universal jurisdiction over war crimes 
In May a military appeal court reduced a sentence of 
life imprisonment passed on Fulgence Nlyonteze. a 
former local government official In Rwanda. to 14 years' 
imprisonment. In 1999, in the first trial of its kind in the 
national jurisdiction of a foreign country, a military 
court had found Fulgence Niyonteze guilty of murder. 
incitement to murder and war crimes in the context of 
the 1994 genocide in Rwanda. 
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The appeal court found him guilty of war crimes and 
sentenced him for violation of the Geneva Conventions 
but set aside the charges of murder and incitement to 
murder, declaring that military Jurisdiction was not 
competent to examine such offences when committed 
abroad by a civilian. Both Fulgence Nlyonteze and the 
prosecutor lodged appeals agamst the sentence. As In 
the first instance rnal, there was concern that the 
anonymity of witnesses was not adequately protected 
dunng the appeal hearings. 

AI country report 
• Concerns In Europe, January - June 2000: Switzerland 

(AI Index: EUR 01 1003/2000) 

SYRIA 

SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC 
Head of state: Bashar al-Assad (replaced Hafez al-Assad 
in Ju ly) 
Head of government: Muhammad Mustafa Miro 
(replaced Mahmud al-Zu'bi In March) 
Capital: Damascus 
Population: 16.1 million 
Official language: ArabiC 
Death penalty: retentionist 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Rome Statute of 
the International Criminal Court 

Hundreds of political prisoners including prisoners of 
conscience were released during 2000, mostly as the 
result of a presidential amnesty issued in November. 
Restrictions on freedom of expression were 
apparently relaxed to some extent Dozens of people 
were arrested during 2000 for political reasons. 
Hundreds of political prisoners, including prisoners 
of conscience, remained in detention without trial or 
serving long sentences passed after unfair trials by 
the Supreme State Security Court (SSSC), At least one 
political prisoner died in custody and scores of ill 
political detainees remained held in  cruel and 
inhuman conditions. The fate of hundreds of people 
who "disappeared" in the late 1 970s and 19BOs 
remained unknown. There were continuing reports of 
torture and i ll-treatment of political detainees. 

Background 
Following the death of President Hafez al-Assad In June, 
his son Bashar al-Assad was elected President m a 
general referendum in July. He was nommated as the sole 
candidate for the presidency by the ruling Ba'th parry. 

There were calls for political and economic 
liberalization from people Including members of the 
National Assembly. A public statement issued by 99 
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Syrian intellectuals, mostly resident in SYria, called for 
the lifting of the state of emergency, which has been m 
place since 1963, and the release of political prisoners. 
This was the first time that such a statement had been 
issued without those involved being arrested and 
detained or otherwise harassed. In addition, the Ba'th 
parry leadership approved a resolution allowmgJunlor 
members of the Progressive National Front, including 
the two wings of the SYrian Communist Party, to publish 
their own newspapers. 

Human rights defenders 
Restrictions Imposed on the Committees for the 
Defence of Democratic Freedoms and Human Rights in 
Syria (CDF) were relaxed durlng2ooo, allowing a 
plenary meeting to take place, attended by (OF 
members and other human rights activists and 
intellectuals. (In a related development. the 
restrictIons Imposed on the movement of Aktham 
Nu'aysa, a former prisoner of conscience, were lifted) 
During 2000, four members of the (OF who had been 
detained in connection with the distributIon of a (OF 
leaflet marking the anmversary of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights were released, although 
prisoner of conscience Nlzar Nayyuf remained in 
detention. The four released prisoners were 'Mif 
Muzhir, Muhammad All Hablb, Bassam al-Shaykh and 
Thabit Murad. 
a Human rights defender Ntzar Nayyuf remained 
held despite his Ill-health, aher being moved to 
Sednaya Prison following the closure during the year of 
Mezze Prison. Sentenced to 10 years' imprisonment for 
his involvement with the (OF, he was held in solitary 
confinement. Nizar Nayyuf was suffering from, among 
other things. a disease of the lower spine, apparently 
caused as a result of torture; weakening of the legs, 
leavmg him unable to walk unaIded; and deteriorating 
eyesight. 

Arrests 
Sporadic arrest and detention of individuals for 
politIcal reasons contmued dUring 2000. 

Among those detained were individuals crulcal of the 
government and nationals of neighbouring Arab 
countries. 

There were reports about the arrest and detention of 
asylum-seekers forcibly returned to Syria. They 
Included Hussain Daoud, reportedly forcibly returned 
to SYria from Germany accompanied by German police 
officers. He was reportedly arrested in December at 
Damascus airport and transferred to Far'Falasrln. 
Palestine Branch, where he was held at the end of 2000. 
His arrest was believed to be connected to his 
involvement with the unauthorized Kurdish Popular 
Union Party in SYria. 

The arrest and transfer from Lebanon to Syria of at 
least fIVe Lebanese soldiers In 1999 came to light. They 
included sergeants Nlmer al-Naddaf and Fuad 'Asaker 
They were held incommunicado in detention centres 
including Far' Falasrln, Palestine Branch. and Far 'al­
Tahqlq al- 'Askari, Military Interrogation Branch, where 
torture and ill-treatment were routine. 
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There were reports of harassment and intimidation 
of former prisoners of conscience released dUring the 
year and of the families of exiled Syrians. 
G Ra'ad Washil Muhammad al-Shammari, an Iraqi 
national aged 42, was arrested in June and was 
reportedly held incommunicado in a detention centre 
In Damascus. Marned with four children, Ra'ad Washil 
Muhammad ai-Sham man was apparently arrested 
solely for pohucal reasons and there were fears that he 
may have been tortured. He had In the past been 
detained for several years in Iraq for his involvement 
with the unauthorized Iraqi Communtst Party. 
a Relatives of a former prisoner of conscience who 
sought asylum overseas were repeatedly summoned to 
the Political Secumy Department for questioning about 
his whereabouts. Members of his family, including his 
wife and children, were held for hours at the security 
office almost daily and subjected to verbal abuse and 
beating. Before managing to escape, the former 
prisoner of conscience used to be summoned r�ularly 
10 the same department and subjected to torture and 
Ill-treatment. 

Releases of political prisoners 
Presidential amnesty 
Hundreds of political prisoners, including pnsoners of 
conSCience, were released in November following an 
amnesty issued by PreSident Bashar al-Assad marking 
the 30th anniversary of the mil itary coup which 
brought the late President Hafez al-Assad to power in 
1970. The main beneficiaries were members of the 
unauthorized al-Ikhwan al-/'1usflmun, Muslim 
Brotherhood, and their sympathizers. They had been 
held, mostly Incommunicado, in Tadmur Pnson. Some 
had been detained Without trial since 1979, Out of a 
total of around 600 released prisoners, according to 
the of he la I media, more than 400 had been held in 
Tadmur Pnson. 

Among those released were scores of prisoners of 
conscience, most of whom were detained in 
connection with their involvement with the 
unauthorized Hizb al-'Amal al-Shuyu'/ (PCA), Party for 
Communist Action, and a/-HJZb al-Shuyu'i al-Maktab 
al-Siyassi(CPPB), Communist Party- PolitIcal 
Bureau. All these prisoners of conscience had been 
sentenced to up to IS years' impnsonment after unfair 
trials before the SSSc. They Included Faraj Ahmad 
Blrqdar, Jurays Yusuf al-Talll, Nu'man 'Ali 'Abdu and 
'Umar al-Hayek 

The presidential amnesty also led to the release of 46 
Lebanese political detainees, some of whom who had 
been imprisoned since the 1980s. 
Other releases 
A pattern of releases of politIcal prisoners, Including 
prisoners of conSCIence, after the expiry of their 
sentences or after long-term detention without trial, 
continued during 2000. Among those released were 
prisoners of conscience Fateh Jamus and Asian 'Abd al­
Karim, both leading members of the PCA, who had been 
held beyond the expiry of theIr IS-year sentences. Also 
released were more than 20 Jordanian and Palestinian 
political prisoners. 
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Prisoners of conscience 
Although the number of pnsoners of conscIence 
decreased significantly during2000 as a result of 
releases, dozens remained In detention, some of them 
serving long sentences passed by the SSSC after unfair 
trials. They included nine members of the PCA serving 
up to 22 years' impnsonment, and scores of prisoners of 
conscience or poSSible prisoners of conscience 
detained incommuOlcado since the late 1970S in 
connection with their involvement with the Muslim 
Brotherhood, whose fate remained unknown. All the 
remaining prisoners of conscience who had been 
sentenced to prison terms of up to IS years in 
connection with their membership of the (PPB were 
released dunng 2000. 
a 'Abd al-'Aziz al-Khayyir was arrested in February 
1992 by members of al-Mukhabarat al-'Askarlyya, 
Military Intelligence, in connection WIth hiS 
involvement with the PCA. along with a dozen other 
leadlOg members of the PCA All were reportedly 
tortured and ill-treated during theIr Initial stage of 
detenllon. In August 1995, he was sentenced by the 
SSSC to 22 years' imprisonment after an unfair trial. 
'Abd al-'Aziz al-Khayyir was tried together with Bahjat 
Sha'bu, 'Abbas Mahmud 'Abbas. Muhammad Hasan 
Ml'mar and 'Adnan Mahful, who also remained in 
prison serVing up 10 17 years' imprisonment. 

'Disappearances' 
The cases of hundreds of people, IOcluding suspected 
members of the Muslim Brotherhood and Lebanese 
nationals, who �disappeared� in the late 1970S and 
1980s remained unresolved. Despite the release of 46 
Lebanese political prisoners, the fate of scores of 
others remained unknown. They included Lebanese 
soldIers believed to have been taken to Syria In October 
1990 {ollowlOg armed clashes between Syrian forces 
and troops loyal to the former Lebanese Army 
Commander Michel 'Aoun. 
Cl Khadlja Yahya Bukharl, a Lebanese woman Singer, 
-disappeared- following her arrest in SYria on 29 April 
1992, AI was informed by theauthonties during 2000 
that she had in fact been sentenced to death and 
executed on 2 December 1992. The authorities had not 
informed her family about her execution or handed 
over her body. The authorilles stated that she had been 
executed on charges of spymg for the Israeli 
intelligence service in Cyprus and recruitlOg a Syrian 
officer to cooperate with the Israeli intelligence 
service. The Syrian officer, who according to AI's 
informatIon was her husband, was also sentenced to 
death and executed. The authorities did not provide his 
name or the date of his execution. 

Political prisoners 
Hundreds of long-term polItIcal prisoners, lncluding 
members of the Muslim Brotherhood, the Arab 
Communist Party (ACP) and the Democratic Ba'th Party 
(DBP), remained held in prisons sInce being arrested in 
the 1970S and 1980s. Many were held incommunicado 
without trial and others were servmg long sentences 
passed after unfair trials. 
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Reports indicated that members of the ACP were 
particularly harshly treated while held 10 Sednaya 
Prison. They were said to be suffenng from serious 
health and mental problems. They Included Haytham 
Na 'al, a university law student arrested in 1975; 
Ghayyath Shima, a university science studem; and Faris 
Murad. 

Scores of people, mcluding women taken as 
"hostages� 10 the early 1980s and In recent years 
instead of relatives suspected of links with the Muslim 
Brotherhood. remained detained mcommunicado in 
Tadmur Prison and other detention centres. 
a Midhat Munir Tayfur. a 46-year-old foreman. was 
reportedly arrested by the Syrian securuy forces at 
Dar'a at the Syrian-Jordanian border on 22 May 1998, 
despite having permission from the Syrian embassy in 
Jordan to visit his family. Midhat Munir Tayfur. married 
with five chi ldren, IS the brother of a leading member 
of the Mushm Brotherhood. Since his arrest, he has 
been held Incommunicado, apparently at the Military 
Interrogation Branch m Damascus. There were serious 
concerns about his fate and fears that he may have 
been tortured to extract information about his 
brother. 

There were fewer reports of torture during2000, but 
the system allowing for its application remained intact 
and there were apparently no investigations into 
previous allegations of torture and ill-treatment. 
Torture and ill-treatment of political detainees 
continued to be systematically applied in Tadmur 
Prison and other detemlon centres. includlOg Palestine 
Branch and the MIlitary Interrogation Branch in 
Damascus and other centres operated by the Political 
Security Department. 
a One prisoner, held incommunicado for seven days 
in December in lieu of his exiled relative, was reported 
to have been tortured by the method known as duI/ab. 
beating with sticks and cables while hanging from a 
suspended tyre. 

According to reports reaching AI from Tadmur 
Prison during 2000. torture and ill-treatment, though 
decreased 10 intensity, continued to be routine. 
Political prisoners, including those who were ill, were 
reported to be held in solitary confinement in 
underground cells. They were reportedly subjected to 
falaqa, beating on the soles of the feet, and repeated 
kickmgs, especially on the back and hipS, leadmg to 
fractured vertebrae. Political prisoners were also 
allegedly ordered to beat fellow prisoners. especially 
those from their own political parties. Political 
prisoners who refused to obey orders were reportedly 
tortured. 

Deaths in custody 
At least one pohtlcal prisoner died 10 custody. 
a 'Attiyah Diab 'Attiyah died in February in Tadmur 
Prison, apparently as a result of torture and iII­
treatment coupled with Illness. 'Attiyah Diab 'Attiyah 
was arrested in Lebanon in 1989 for his mvolvement 
with the Fatah Movement and transferred to Syna. 

Amnesty Intemiltionill Report 2001 

TAl 

Death penalty 
The death penalty remained applicable in law for a 
wide range of Cflmes but information on the number of 
death sentences and executions during 2000 was not 
available. 

Government communications 
AI sent several letters to the authorities. Among the 
issues raised were cases of arbitrary detention 

The authorities responded. addressing some of AI's 
concerns 

AI actions 
AI submitted dozens of cases from Syria to the UN 
Working Group on Arbttrary Detention and the UN 
Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary 
Disappearances. 

TAIWAN 

TAIWAN 
President: Chen Shui·bian (replaced Lee Teng-hui in 
May) 
Head of government: Chang Chen-hslung (replaced 
Tang Fel In October, who replaced Vincent Slew In May) 
Capital: Talpei 
Population: 22.2 million 
Official language: Mandarin Chinese 
Death penalty: retentionist 

The new government of President (hen Shui-bian 
publicly committed itself to the protection of human 
rights. However, legislative reforms to ensure 
improvements in human rights were not enacted 
during 2000. The death penalty continued to be 
imposed and at least 17 people were executed. 

Background 
In the March presidential electiOns, Chen ShUl-blan of 
the Democratic ProgreSSive Party was elected as the 
first non-Kuomlnrang President of Taiwan. 

The new government Included many former political 
pflsoners, includmg prisoners of conscience and 
human rights activistS. In his inaugural speech on 20 
May, PreSident Chen Shul-blan requested the advice of 
AI In brmging Taiwan's domestic law into conformity 
with the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights and in establishing a National Human Rights 
Committee. 

Political and economic instability withm Taiwan 
Increased. Prime MimsterTang Fe; of the largest party In 
the legislative ruan, the Kuomlntang, resigned In October 
following disputes over the construCtion of a nuclear 
plant. The new Prime Mmister, Chang Chen-hslung. came 
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from the same party as the President. the Democratic 
Progressive Party, but the President found It difficult to 
steer legislation through theoPposltlon-controlled 
1es:lslature There was also concern that the economy was 
slowing down and unemployment was rising 

Taiwan planned to commence histone direct 
contacts with the People's Republic of China by 
permitting the Rthree mini IInksR of direct trade. 
transportauon and postal serviCes between the Cities of 
Kinmen (Ouemoy) and Matsu in Taiwan, and Xiamen 
and Fuzhou In China 

Taiwan gained greater integration within the 
international community It was expected 10 enter the 
World Trade Organization In 2001 and was represented 
at the mmisterlal level at the regional APEC meeting 

legal reforms 
The government stated ItS Intention to introduce 
structural and legislative changes to improve human 
rights Vice-PreSident Annette liu, a former pnsoner of 
conSCience, was appointed chief coordinator of the 
President's AdvIsory Group on Human Rights. The 
Group's mandate mcluded compiling a work of 
reference on human rights for use in Taiwan; promoting 
a National Human Rights Bill; consldenng the formation 
of a Nallonal Human Rights Committee; promoting 
human rights education; and reviewing Taiwan's human 
nghts conditions 

A preparatory commiuee led by Anneue Uu was 
formed to consider the mandate and the process of 
establishment of a National Human Rights Committee. 
Proposals from non-governmental orgamzations 
included the formation of an autonomous commiSSion 
in line with internallonal standards The Kuommtang 
party proposed a part-time, ad hoc commission. 

Conscientious objectors to military service 
On IsJanuary, the military conscnptlon law was revised 
and a prOVISion was created for civilian service as an 
alternative to military service. 

On 10 December, there was a preSidential amnesty 
for 21 prisoners, Including 19 Jehovah's Witnesses who 
had been convicted of refUSing to undergo mandatory 
military service for religiOUS reasons. 

Death penalty 
There were at least t7execullons during 2000. There 
were no reforms to laws providmg a mandatory death 
penalty for a Wide range of crimes. 
6 The case ofSu Chlen-ho. Uu Bin-Iang and Chuang 
lIn-hsun, known as the �Hslchih trio�, who were 
sentenced to death In 1992, was sent to the Taipel High 
Court for a retrial. The retrial started in November and 
was broadcast live on teleVISion. AI had earhercalled 
on the government to institute a thorough, lmpartlal 
and Independent Investigation mto reports that the 
three men were tortured while m police custody and 
confessed under duress, and had called for a retrial. AI 
had expressed concern that their earher tnal did not 
conform to international standards of fairness, and 
that It appeared that they had been convicted on the 
basis of confessions extracted under torture. 
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TAJI KISTAN 

REPUBLIC OFTAJIKISTAN 
Head of state: Imomah Rakhmonov 
Head of government: Akil Akilov 
Capital: Dushanbe 
Population: 6.1 mi llion 
Official language:Tajik 
Death penalty: retentiontst 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Women's Convention; Rome Statute 
of the International Criminal Court 

At least 38 people were reportedly sentenced to 
death during 2000, although the true number was 
believed to be much higher. One death sentence was 
known to have been commuted. There were reports 
of torture and ill-treatment of detainees. 

Background 
In February the People's Democratic Party won 
Tajlkistan's flfst multiparty parliamentary elections 
stnce the signing of the 1997 peace agreement. 
However, independent international observers stated 
that the elections had been tainted by official meddling. 

The opening of the bicameral parliament. following 
elections to the upper chamber In March, offiCially 
concluded the peace process. The body responSible for 
Implementing the peace agreement, the National 
Reconciliation Commission, was dissolved. The mandates 
of the UN Mission of Observers in Tajlklstan (UNMOll 
and of the Commonwealth of Independem States peace­
keeping force ended In May and September respectively 

The Tajlk. Kyrgyz and Uzbek authorities JOlOed forces 
agalOst the banned IslamiC Movement of Uzbekistan 
((MU) following incursions by IMU members Into 
Kyrgyzstan and Uzbeklstan (see entries on Kyrgyzstan 
and Uzbekistan) 

By the end of December, some 10,000 refugees headlOg 
forTajddstan toescape the fighting 10 nonhem Afghanistan 
were reportedly stranded In very poor conditions along 
the PanJ River which marks the TaJlk-Afghan border. 
Despite TaJlklstan's international obligations, the 
refugees were denied access to Tajik terntory. 

The level of political violence remained high. Among 
the victims of assaults and killings were government 
offiCials and former commanders of the United Tajik 
Opposition 

Reportedly at least 200 suspected supporters of the 
banned Islamist party, Hizb-ut-Tahnr. Party of 
liberation, faced cnmlOal proceedings. The charges 
against them included ami-constitutional activity, 
fuelling religiOUS strife and calling for the overthrow or 
the eXisting state system 

Torture/ Ill-treatment 
There were reports of torture and ill-treatment by law 
enforcement officers in detention facilities. One 
detainee was allegedly forced to undergo an abortion 
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a Dilfuza Numonova , who was held in Dushanbe 
Pnson under sentence of death (see below), stated that 
she was taken to hospital and forced to have an 
abortion in late January. UnderTajik law pregnant 
women cannot be executed. She maintained that she 
was innocent and had confessed to murder under 
duress. 

Death penalty 
Under the crlmmal code, 15 offences were pUnishable 
by death. However, there were no comprehensive 
statistics on the use of the death penalty, which 
remained a state secret. One death sentence was 
known to have been commuted. 
a Rustam Baybulatov was sentenced to death by 
Dushanbe City Court in September. He had been 
convicted of charges Includmg �banditryR in connection 
with hiS alleged membership of a banned armed group. 
He had been arrested in February after threareninga 
former UNMOT staff member in order to extort money. 
The chairman of the court reportedly stated that in 
passing sentence the court had taken Into account the 
fact that the victim belonged to an international 
organization and was a foreign national. 
a In january, zl·year·old Dilfuza Numonova was 
convicted of killing her lover in November 1999 and 
sentenced to death by Dushanbe City Court. Her trial 
was reportedly unfair. In july, following international 
pressure, her sentence was commuted to 15 years' 
Impnsonment by the Presidium of the Supreme Court of 
Tajlkistan. 
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TANZANIA 

UNITED REPUBLIC O F  TANZANIA 
Head of state: BenJamin Mkapa 
Head of government: Frederick Sumaye 
Capital: Dares Salaam 
Population: 33.5milhon 
Official languages: Kiswahili, English 
Death penalty: retentionlst 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Rome Statute of 
the International Criminal COurt:.:.-. __ _ 

Scores of opposition political activists were arrested 
and ill-treated on the semi-autonomous island of 
Zanzibar in the context of elections which were 
widely seen as unfair. Eighteen opposition leaders 
and their supporters were released after more than 
two years in jail as prisoners of conscience. 

Background 
The much·debated Zanzibar constitutional reform 
agreement of 1999 between the ruling Chama cha 
Mapmduzi(CCM), Party of the Revolution, and the main 
opposition party, the Civic United Front (CUF), 
remained unimplemented. ElectIons were held In 
October, despite controversy over the independence of 
the electoral commission, particularly in Zanzibar. 
Political tension on Zanzibar between the CCM and the 
CUF escalated as the election drew near. International 
observers concluded that the poll was fairly conducted 
on the mainland, but not In Zanzibar. PreSident 
Benjamin Mkapa was re-elected on the mainland and 
announced his wish lO cooperate with the opposition. 

The CUF refused to accept the result in Zanzibar, 
where the electoral commission ordered a re·run in 16 
of the 50 constituenCies. The CCM presidential 
candidate, Amanl Abeid Karume, won the second ballot 
on 5 November. This ballot, along with parliamentary 
sessions after the election, was boycotted by the 
opposition. At the end of the year, CUF and CCM leaders 
were negotiating through intermechanes. 

There was no progress on a promised Tanzanian 
human fights commission. 

Zanzibar 
Treason trial 
In January the trial of 18 CUF leaders and their 
supporters charged with treason was again adjourned. 
On z6 January, a new Zanzibar Attorney General was 
appointed. His predecessor reportedly stated that the 
CUF trial was a political issue and that the accused 
�deserved to be hangecr. 

An appeal, lodged on the basis that Zanzibar did not 
have a legal right lO bring charges of treason as it was 
not a sovereign state, was finally heard in August, but 
the court deferred judgment to await further 
Information. The 18 remained in custody umil 9 
November when charges against them were dropped. 
The appeal court verdict confirmed that there was no 
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legal basis for the charges. All were prisoners of 
conscience who had been held for at least two years. 
and many for more than three 
Arrests and ill-treatment of CUF supporters 
The January adjournment in the treason tnal provoked 
mass protests which were brutally broken up by armed 
police. Some 10 people were injured, IncludlOg 14 police 
officers. and 40 arrested. A CUF rally planned for the 
(ollowing day was banned. Some )o people were held 10 
custody for several weeks; charges against them were 
sull pending at the end of the year 

Widespread arbitrary beatings of some )00 
OPPOsitiOn party supporters and the arrest of more 
than 100 others followed an IncIdent on 2 April when 
armed police. raiding a CUF office meeting, were 
disarmed and beaten by CUF guards. One CUF 
supporter reportedly dIed as a result of a pohce 
beating. SOme were released without charge, others 
were released on bail. Twenty-one others. including 
CUF secretary general SeifSharlf Hamad, were later 
arrested, and charged with robbery with violence. but 
released on bail. SeifSharif Hamad and his campaign 
manager also faced charges of taking part In an illegal 
demonstration for theIr campaIgning activities in late 
September. 

There were further short-term arrests and beatings 
of prisoners and demonstrators in the run-up to the 
elections. On I1 October, six people were reportedly 
injured on Zanzibar when police opened fIre to disperse 
CUF supporters at a campaign rally at their branch 
office. This appeared to be part of a continuing pattern 
of intimidatIon and harassment 

On ]o October police In riot gear opened fIre With live 
ammunition, lear gas and rubber bullets on 
demonstrators protesting agaInst Irregularities in the 
elections. Scores of people. including bystanders not 
involved in the protest, were reportedly injured, at 
least one seriously. Thlrry-two people were arrested 
and charged with �causlnga breach of the peace-

Following the elections, there were reports of 
several explosions. one of which extensively damaged 
the Zanzibar Electoral Commission office in Pemba on 
27 December, and numerous arrests and beatings. The 
authof1ties blamed the explosions on the oPposllion 
and more than 40 people connected with the 
opposition were detained; some were formally charged 
in relation to the explOSions. The CUF claImed that the 
charges were fabricated 

freedom of expression and assembly 
a In February, 10 suspected followers of Sheikh Issa 
Ponda, a Muslim leader in Mwanza. were charged with 
i llegal assembly and inCiting MuslIms to revolt against 
the government, after they held a meeting to discuss 
the February 1998 Mwembechai riots in Dar es Salaam. 
They were released on bail a few days later, and had not 
been tried by the end of the year. 
a In November Ally Saleh, a reporter for the British 
Broadcasung Corporation (BBC) and human rights 
actIvist. was arrested and falsely charged with 
kidnapping two women. He had persistently reported 
on the chaotic electIon period and human rights abuses 
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in Zanzibar. He was released on bail after 12 hours in 
custody. Charges were later dropped. 

Refugees 
Implementation of the 1998 Refugees Act, under 
which all refugees from Burundi and Rwanda were 
reqUired to go to refugee camps, began 10 February 
2000. However, many refugees were not taken to 
refugee camps. By May, 80 Rwandese and 580 
Burundian refugees who had settled in vdlages along 
the border region, some since the 1960s, were forCibly 
returned to their countrtes of ortgm and scores of 
others were detained awaiting possible refoulement. 
There were some al legations of Ill-treatment. FamilIes 
were separated and refugees given no chance to 
collect their possessIons. 

In a separate case, two Rwandese refugees accused 
of helping the former speaker of the Rwandese National 
Assembly to flee Rwanda, were arrested In February 
shortly after their arrtval in Tanzania and forcibly 
returned to Rwanda, although they were clearly under 
the protection of the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR). In Rwanda they were immedIately 
taken into military custody and reportedly tortured 
before being released. 

Despite measures taken by the UNHCR and the 
Tanzanian government, many women and girl refugees 
In Tanzania faced sexual and domestic violence both 
inside and outside the camps. There were frequent 
reports of women being attacked and raped by local 
vil lagers when they left the camps to collect firewood. 
a In one case dating back to 1999, 11 people charged 
with assaulting a group of Burundian refugee women 
and girls and raping at least 10, including one gIrl. were 
summarily acquitted In December because the 
prosecutor was late In June 2000 this ruling was 
successfully appealed against and the case has been 
reopened 

Nearly 200 Burundian refugees. including young 
children, were arrested during the year on suspIcion of 
links with Burundian armed opposition groups. Most 
were returned to the camps but some remained in 
detention in harsh conditions on charges of Illegally 
leaving the camps There were further reports of 
recruitment from the camps by all Burundian armed 
opposition groups. 

Extradition 
In August Bernard Ntuyahaga, a former Rwandese army 
officer accused of murdering the Prime Minister and 
10 Belgian peace-keepers in 1994. remained in prison 
while appealing against extraditiOn to Rwanda. AI 
remained concerned that if extradited he could face an 
unfair trial and. if  convicted, the death penalty. 

Other concerns 
Courts continued to pass death sentences, but for the 
Sixth successive year no one was executed. Non­
governmental organizations, Including AI, contInued 
to campaign against female genital mutilation, 
advocating both legal reform and greater popular 
awareness. 
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Witchcraft killings 
There were further reponed kill tngs of elderly people. 
mostly women, suspected of witchcraft, particularly in 
the Shinyanga and Mwanza districts. In June. the 
Tanzania Media Women's Association launched a video 
to raIse awareness about the Issue and stated that over 
the past 10 years. thousands of people had been 
lynched by witch-hunting mobs. The government 
pledged to increase efforts to stem the killings. 

AI country reports 
• Great lakes Region: Refugees denied protection 

(AI I ndex: AFR 02/002/2000) 
• Tanzania: A human rights brief for election observers 

(Al lndex:AFR 56/013/2000) 

THAILAND 

KINGDOM OFTHAILAND 
Head of state: King Bhumibol Adulyadej 
Head of government: Chua" Leekpai 
Capital: Bangkok 
Population: 60.6 mi llion 
Official language:Thai 
Death penalty: retentionist 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Women's Convention; Rome Statute 
of the Intematlonal Criminal Court 

In January, 10 Myanmar nationals were shot dead 
by the security forces after they had taken patients 
and staff of Raatchaburi Hospital hostage. The 
same month, one Myanmar national convicted of 
drugs trafficking was executed. At least one person 
reportedly died as a result of torture by police. Poor 
prison conditions, including severe overcrowding, 
continued to be reported. More than 14,000 
asylum-seekers from the Karen and Karenni ethnic 
minorities in Myanmarentered refugee camps, 
whose population increased to 11 5,000, More than 
100,000 Shan asylum-seekers from Myanmar 
continued to be denied access to camps in Thailand. 
Several Myanmar nationals were forcibly returned 
to Myanmar where they were at risk of human 
rights violations. The Prime Minister dissolved 
parliament in November, and in consultation with 
the Elections Commission, set the election date for 
January 2001. 

Hostage-taking and extrajudicial executions 
In January, 10 heavily armed Myanmar nationals 
believed to be led by the Vigorous Burmese Student 
Warriors, who In October 1999 seized the Myanmar 
embassy in Bangkok, took hundreds of patientS and 
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staff hostage at Raatchaburi Hospital. The group 
reportedly demanded medical assistance for people in 
Kamaplaw, a settlement in Myanmar near thailand, 
which was controlled by God's Army, a Karen armed 
opposition group. Kamaplaw had been attacked by the 
Myanmar army and reportedly shelled by the 9th 
Division of the Thai First Army. Security forces secured 
Raatchaburi Hospital less than 24 hours after its seIZure, 
shooting dead all 10 men, although no civilian 
casualties were reported. Some of the 10 were 
reportedly extrajudicially executed after they had 
surrendered, but no Investigation was known to have 
been conducted. In October the bodies of nine of the 
men, which remained unclaimed by relatives, were 
cremated in Raatchaburi by the authorities. One body 
had previously been claimed by a Muslim organization 
for burial. 

Refugees and migrant workers 
About 1,000 refugees from Myanmar were resettled to 
third countries from Maneloy camp as part of the Thai 
authorities' ongoing policy to ensure the resettlement 
of all Myanmar political opposition activists. In 
February Myanmar national Saw Tin 00 was forCibly 
returned by the Thai authorities to Myanmar, where he 
was arrested, tried and sentenced to death by the 
Myanmar authorities 

Migrant workers and asylum-seekers from Myanmar 
continued to be arrested throughout the year, held in 
poor conditions in Immigration Detention Centres and 
forCibly returned to the Myanmar-Thai border. in 
February, in the artermath of the January hospital siege 
and in the run-up to an international UN meeting in 
Bangkok, thousands of Myanmar nationals were 
arrested m Bangkok alone. Migrant workers and 
asylum-seekers from countries which do not border 
thailand were arrested for -illegal immigration" and 
were forced to remam in Immigration Detention 
Centres for long periods 

In January about 1 .000 Karen asylum-seekers fled to 
Thailand after attacks by the Myanmar army on the Me 
Pia base of the Karen Nalional Union, the malO Karen 
armed oPPosition group in Myanmar. The asylum­
seekers were forcibly returned to Myanmar by the First 
Army's 9th Division. A few days later, after further 
attacks by the Myanmar army resultmg m ciVilian 
casualties, the same group fled again, and were allowed 
to remain at Bo WH, Raatchaburl Province. The First 
Army's 9th Division initially blocked them from 
entering refugee camps but they were moved to Don 
Yang refugee camp in February. 

In January, after the attack on Kamaplaw, more than 
400 Karen asylum-seekers fled to Thailand Some So 
Karen male asylum-seekers from this group 
"disappeared" after having been arrested by the 9th 
DivISion, reportedly for national security reasons. AI 
had no further mformatlon about their fate 

More than 100,000 Shan asylum-seekers who had 
fled human rights violations in Myanmar cominued to 
be denied access to refugee camps and were treated by 
the Thai authorities as "Illegal immigrants·, liable to 
arrest and deportation 
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Political imprisonment 
Sok Yoeun, a Cambodian refugee and pnsoner of 
conscience In Thailand, was arrested in December 1999 
for Willegal lmmlgrauonW and detained throughout the 
year pendmg possible extradllion to Cambodia. The 
Cambodian government accused him of Involvement In 
a rocket attack on Pnme Minister Hun Sen's motorcade 
in September 1998, but there was no eVidence linking 
him to the attack. 

Ramlek Nllnuan. an adViser to the non-governmental 
orgamzation Forum of the Poor, was arrested in July for 
trespassing 10 a national park and remained held 
without trial. His arrest was related to a land dispute 
between the Royal Forestry Department and villagers 
in Kalasin Province, and he appeared to be a prisoner of 
conscience 

In February Chamlong Khamsunthorn died In police 
custody in Ayuthaya Province, reportedly as a result 
of severe beatings and electnc shocks. No 
Independent investigation was known to have been 
conducted. 

About 200,000 prisoners nationwide were 
reportedly held in pnsons with a capacity of 80,000. 
Women's facilities were particularly crowded as 
increasing numbers of women have been arrested for 
possesSion of small amounts of illegal drugs. 
Conditions in Klong Prem In Nonthaburi province near 
Bangkokand in Chonburi, Phuket. Songkhla. Surat 
Thanl, and Chiang Mal Prisons were also especially 
poor. Prisoners on death row were held in iron shackles 
continuously. Conditions tn Immigration Detention 
Centres, which were supervised by the police, 
continued to be poor after mass arrests of migrant 
workers, but in general Improved. 

Death penalty 
A bill banning the death penalty for people under 18 
was Introduced by the Attorney General's Office to the 
Cabinet in December in order to bring Thailand's law 
Into compliance wIth the International Covenant on 
Civil and Pohtlcal RIghts, which Thailand acceded to in 
'997· 

Hla Win, a Myanmar national convicted of drug 
trafficking, was executed tnJanuary. Some 1)0 
prisoners were under sentence of death at Bangkwang 
Prison. At least 4sdeath sentences were passed during 
2000 

legal developments 
In May the government released a censored version of 
a MinIstry of Defence report about the military's 
violent suppressIon of pro-democracy 
demonstrations in Bangkok in May 1992. In which at 
least 52 people were killed. After protests from the 
relatives of victims, the government released a largely 
uncensored version in June, but calls by the relatives 
to bring those found responsible to Justice remained 
unanswered 

In October the newly-elected Senate elected nine of 
II National Human Rights Commissioners stipulated In 
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the 1997 Constitution. By the end of the year the 
remaining two Commissioners had still not been 
elected, making It impossible for the Commission to 
convene. 

AI country reports and visits 
Statement 
• Kingdom ofThailand: JustIce denied eight years after 

Bangkok massacre (AI Index: />SA 39/00212000) 
Visit 
AI delegates visited Thailand In February and March. 

TOGO 

TOGOLESE REPUBLIC 
Head of state: Gnassingbe Eyadema 
Head of government: Gabriel Messan Agbeyome Kodjo 
(replaced Eugene Koffi Adoboli In October) 
Capital: lome 
Population: 4.6 million 
Official language: French 
Death penalty: abolitionist in practice 

Human rights activists, including trade unionists. 
student leaders and independent journalists, were 
arbitrarily arrested, harassed and threatened by the 
authorities. There were reports of torture and ill­
treatment in detention. In June 2000, a joint 
UN/Organization of African Unity (OAU) 
Commission of Inquiry was appointed to investigate 
hundreds of alleged extrajudicial executions in 
1998. 

Background 
The government was criticized by the UN for 
breaching International sanctions and providing 
support to an armed oPPosition group In Angola 
responsible for widespread human rights abuses 
against civilians. 

In August, the Togolese parliament censured Prime 
Minister Eugene Adoboll, one year after his 
appointment, for failing to end the economic crisis by 
overcoming the country's international Isolation. 
Eugene Adoboll resigned and was replaced by Gabriel 
Messan Agbeyome Kodjo, the speaker of the National 
Assembly and a former government minister. 

Earlier, in June, Harry Octavianus Olympio was 
forced to resign as Minister of Human RIghts. He was 
accused of organizing an attack on himself on S May 
with the help of his brother, Antonio Olympio. He 
denied the allegations. A few days later Antonio 
Olympio was arrested and accused of driving the car 
from which hIs brother was allegedly attacked. He was 
released on 8 July. 
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New legislation 
A new press bill was passed at the beginning of 2000 
which limited press freedom and made defamation of 
the government an imprisonable offence. AI believed 
this to be a further measure to silence critics. in 
particular mdependentJournalisls. Detention for press 
orrences such as "spreading false information" has been 
regularly used by the authorities against mdependent 
journalists who play a key role in exposing human 
rights violations by the security forces 

Political imprisonment 
More than a dozen people. includmg prisoners of 
conscience, were arrested during 2000. Among them 
were trade unionists, students and journalists. 
Trade unionists 
On 28 January, NOTbert Gblkpl-Benlssan, General 
Secretary of the Union nationale des syndicats 
independanrs du Togo (UNSIT), National Umon of 
Independent Trade Unions, and Pierre AlIaga-Kodegui. 
General Secretary of the Federation des rravatlleurs de 
/'enseignemenr (FETREN), Teachers' Federation, were 
arrested on charges of "spreadJng false information�. 
Both were released one week later after the 
government withdrew the complaint against them 
Students 
Attempts to silence students continued throughout 
2000. The authorities arrested leading members of the 
Conseil des erud/8nts de /'UniverSite du Benm (CEUB), 
the Student Council of the University of Benin. In 
January an international arrest warrant was Issued 
against Alphonse Lawson-Hellu, leader of the CEUB, on 
a charge of spreading false Information. He went into 
hiding for over a week until the charge was dropped. 

In March, student meetings were violently dIspersed 
by pro-government armed militias who beat students 
and allegedly tried to stab a student leader, As a result 
of the clashes. a leading member of a pro-government 
militia died and some students were injured. Also in 
March, the security forces used tear gas to disperse 
student demonstrat10ns, Some students were beaten 
and injured by the security forces. At least 12 students 
were arrested and charged with gathering illegally. All 
were tried a week later and were released after being 
acquitted or given suspended sentences_ However. at 
the same trial. five student leaders of the CEUB. 
including Lorempo Lamboni, HanifTchadjobo and 
Kokou Segbeaya, were tried in their absence and 
convicted of "disturbing public order, illegal gathering 
and administering a fatal blow·. They were sentenced 
to suspended IS-month pnson terms. 

HanifTchadjobo was arrested on 10April, one week 
after the arrest of another CEUB leader. Koumoyi Kpelafia 
Both were detained in the civil prison ofLomeon crlm1nal 
charges for more than one month before being released. 
They were prisoners of conscience. 1 t was not clear 
whether the charges against them were dropped. 
Journalists 
The authorities brought suits for deramation against 
Independent journalists. apparently to silence them 
On at least five occasions, the authorities confiscated 
editions or the independent press. On 31 July, the 
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Combal du peupleand the Scorpion were seized when 
they published the July report of the Llgue IOgol81sedes 

droit. de f'homme(LTDH). Togolese Human Rights 
League, which was Critical of the country's human rights 
record. 
a Kpagli Comlan, editor of L 'Aurore, arrested In 
December 1999 on charges of·spreading false 
informatlon� was held until .- February. After his 
release, he received death threats and was rorced Into 
hiding. 
a Hlppolyte Agboh, director of the Independent 
weekly L 'Exile. was arrested on 14 April after mistakenly 
reporting the death or PreSident Eyadema's daughter 
After being charged with spreading false Information. 
he was sentenced to a three-month prison term and a 
heavy fine, and hiS newspaper was suspended ror six 
months. He was released In June after a preSidential 
pardon. 

Human rights defenders 
Threats against human rights defenders, particularly 
members of organizations cntlcal or the country's 
human rights record, became a regular pattern. In May 
1999. AI published Toga : Rule of terror, deSCribing a 
persIstent pattern of extrajudicial executions, 
"disappearances�. arbitrary arrests and detent10ns 
rollowed by torture and ill-treatment, sometimes 
leading to death, and harsh conditions of detent10n. 
Since then. members ofTogolese human rtghts 
organizations - including AI members-have been 
harassed. intimidated, arrested and tortured. Others 
have been forced IOto hiding or have ned the country. 
In November 2000, the Dean of ExaminingJudges 
ordered that charges of�false accusation and 
defamation- against Togolese human nghts derenders 
arrested in relation to AI's May 1999 report should be 
dropped, including those against NestorTengue. 
director or the Association logola/se pour la defenseet 
la promotIon des droits de I'homme(ATPDH). Togolese 
ASSOCiation ror the Derence and Promotion of Human 
Rights. 
a On 31 July and I August. Korn Messa Devotsu. 
cha1rperson of the LTDH. was questioned by the 
Minister of the Intenor and threatened wnh arrest after 
the publication of a cnt1cal report by his organization 
on the human rights Situation. The Interrogation took 
place in the presence or a number or independent 
journalists. who were also questioned and CritiCized by 
the Minister ror having published articles on the LTDH 
report. 

There were contlOulOg reports or torture and Ill­
treatment In detention, some relating to Incidents in 
previous years. 
a Nine Togolese refugees. IncludlOg Lawson Akouete 
Latevl, Messa Kokou Paul and Seke KoudJo. were 
handed over 10 the Togolese authoritIes by the 
Ghanaian authorities at the end of 1997. Most were 
members of the Comite logoJais pour la resistance 
(CTR), Togolese Resistance Committee, an OPPOsition 
party in exile in Ghana. After their arrest. they were 
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detained in the civil prison and at Ihe Direction de la 
policejudiClare(DPJ) in lome. In July 1998. they were 
all transferred loa prison in Kara in the north of Togo. It 
was not clear whether they were charged. On their 
arnval at the civil prison of Lame. guards beat. slapped, 
and kicked them. One prisoner, Nyableji John, was 
allegedly forced to eat sand and was then refused 
water. After the beating, it was reported that the 
prisoners could not walk and had difficulties with 
breathing. At the DPJ, the pnsoners were reportedly 
kept permanently tied up. They were not given any 
food by prison authorities. but received food from their 
families. 

In Apnl 1998 Ntsukpui Attiso died. allegedly as a 
result of the beatings he received, insuffiCient food and 
harsh prison condltions_ According to a letter from the 
CommiSSion nalionale des dralts de I'hamme, National 
CommiSSion for Human Rights, to the ATPDH, Ntsukpui 
Attlso died as a result of tuberculosis. 

The eight other prisoners reportedly suHered from 
malana and sldn diseases, for which they did not 
receive the necessary medica non. In Kara prison, food 
was inadequate, the prisoners could only wash 
themselves rwlce a week. they slept on the noor and 
were only allowed to wear underwear. The prisoners 
were permitted to see members of their family only to 
receive food or medicine. Visitors who saw these 
prisoners told AI that they looked like skeletons. 

Proceedings against AI 
After the publication of the May 1999 report, the 
authorities arrested human rights defenders, including 
AI members, on suspicion that they were passing 
information to AI. In September 1999, the Togolese 
authorities started legal proceedings against Pierre 
Sane, AI's Secretary General, and summoned him to 
appear before an Investigative magistrate of the High 
Court In Lome for �a possible indictment for contempt, 
incitement to revolt, dissemination of false news and 
conspiracy against the external security of the state". 
On Il March lOOO, the government indicated that It 
would withdraw its complaint against Pierre Sane once 
the international CommiSSion of Inquiry began ItS work 
in Togo. ln November, the Dean of ExaminlngJudges 
ordered that all proceedings against Pierre Sane and 
four other human nghts defenders should be stopped 
until further notice. However, It remained unclear 
whether or not the charges had been dropped. 

International Commission of Inquiry 
In its May 1999 report, AI called on the Togolese 
authorities to accept national and International 
investigations into widespread human rights violations, 
including hundreds of extrajudicial killings committed 
during the 1998 election period. Reports of 
extrajudicial killings in that penod were later 
corroborated by Investigative reports undertaken by 
journalists and the LJgue benmolse des dralts de 
f'homme, Benin Human Rights League. 

In August 1999. the UN Sub-Commission on the 
Promotion and Protection of Human Rights announced 
the establishment of a commission of inqUiry to 
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investigate allegations of extrajudicial executions in 
Togo in 1998 and noted the government's undertaking 
to cooperate fully wlth it. 

On 7 June 2000, the UN and the OAU announced the 
establishment of a Jolnt Commission of Inquiry into 
al legations of hundreds of extrajudicial killings in Togo. 
The Commission was composed of delegates from Chad, 
Brazil and Niger. 

In August and September, an AI delegation met 
members of the Commission to provide Information 
relevant to the Inquiry. Al stressed the need for an 
effective witness protection program and Informed the 
Commission about ongoing attempts by the Togolese 
authorities to silence witnesses. The Commission 
published two public information notes setting out the 
measures it Intended to take to protect witnesses, 
before It visited Togo and neighbouring countnes 
towards the end of the year. 

AI also expressed concern that criminal charges of 
passing information to AI,  which had been brought 
against Togolese human rights defenders, stili stood 
under Togolese law, even if pursuit of these cases had 
been suspended when the Commission of Inquiry 
arrived in Togo. 

Impunity 
For the past 10 years the Togolese authorities have 
failed to respond effectively to the public demand for 
an end to impunity for human rights violations. No 
steps have been taken to clarify, for example, the 
extrajudicial execution ofTavio Amorm and the 
�disappearances� of David Bruce, Kounl Kodjo, AdJisse 
Essie Djlewone and Edoh Komlan. 
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TRINIDAD AND 

TOBAGO 

REPUBLIC OFTRINIDAD ANO TOBAGO 
Head of state: Arthur Napoleon Raymond Roblnson 
Head of government: Basdeo Panday 
Capital: Port·of·Spaln 
Population: 1.3 million 
Official language: English 
Death penalty: retentionist 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: UN Refugee 
Convention and Its 1967 Protocol 

Death sentences continued to be imposed but no 
executions were carried out In an attempt to 
increase the number of executions. Trinidad and 
Tobago withdrew from the (first) Optional Protocol to 
the International Covenanton Civil and Political 
Rights (ICCPR). Sentences of corpora I punishment 
were imposed but not ca rried oul Reports ofill­
treatment by police persisted and conditions of 
detention continued to cause grave concern. 

Background 
The government Ignored repeated requests to meet 
with AI.  In September. following a visit by AI's Secretary 
General. the Prime Minister and Attorney General 
accused AI �and its internal agents� of demonstrating 
�scant regard for the sovereignry� of Caribbean nations. 
In October, the Attorney General read out a nine-page 
statement to the House of Representatives accusing Al 
of being inaccurate and "an instrument of persecution, 
oppression and subversion� of small Caribbean 
countries. The Attorney General also published a 
lengthy criticism of the entry on Trinidad and Tobago in 
the Amnesty Internarional Reporr 2000. 

Elections were held in December. The ruling United 
National Congress party was returned to power with an 
increased majority. 

Death penalty 
There were at least 6) men and four women on death 
row at the end of the year. There were no executions or 
death warrants issued. In October the Offences Against 
the Person (Amendment) Act became law, making the 
death penalry for murder mandatOry for one out of 
three categories of murder, or for those who had 
committed more than one murder. 

On 27 March Trinidad and Tobago withdrew from the 
(first) Optional Protocol to the I((PR. denying individuals 
the right to petition the UN Human Rights Committee. The 
governmentjustiOed the withdrawal on the grounds that 
the UN Human Rights Commlneewas preventing 
executions, despite the execution of 10 men in 1999· 

The government sought to Increase the number of 
executions through the Constitution Amendment 
(No. J) Bill. commonly known as the "Hanging Bill". 
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which limited the Issues upon which condemned 
prisoners could lodge legal appeals and stipulated that 
once a death warrant had been signed by the PreSident, 
the High Court would have �no Junsdictlon- However, 
the government failed to have this Bill passed into law 

In June the Judicial Committee of the Pnvy Council 
O(P() in the United Kingdom - the final court of appeal 
ofTnnldad and Tobago-overturned the conviction of 
death row inmate Desmond Baptiste. He had signed a 
written confession despite haVing no lawyer present 
and having difficulty readmg and writing. and had not 
been advised of his right to have a lawyer present 
dunng interrogation. The ruling also found significant 
fault with the judge's directions to the JUry. Desmond 
Baptiste was released from pnson. 

TheJCPC's rullngcommutmg the death sentences of 
six Jamaican pnsoners In the case of Ne vii le lewls and 
others had implications for Trinidad and Tobago's 
admlnistraUon of the death penalty (see Jamaica entry). 

Corporal punishment 
Sentences of nogging or whipping continued to be 
imposed by the courts. I n  OctOber, the government 
informed the UN Human Rights Committee that no 
prisoners had been subjected to corporal pUnishment 
In 2000, but that 17 prisoners were whipped In 1999 

Abuses by police 
There continued to be reports of ill-treatment and 
excessive force by the police. In January the Prime 
Minister announced that another inqUiry would take 
place into the police service and convened an 
advisory committee to undertake this. Cntics noted 
that no previous recommendations ariSing out of 
reviews of the police service had ever been 
implemented. 

In February the NatiOnal Security Minister stated 
that a total of 769 complaints had been submitted and 
recorded by the Police Complaints Authority for 1999· 

In July the Police Commissioner was criticized by 
members of the Commission of Inquiry into the 
independence of the Judiciary for his vehement public 
refutation of allegations made by a religious foundation 
regarding the iII·treatment of homeless children by 
police. 
a On 4 February a TNT MIrror reporter, Nylnd 
Dwarika. was allegedly beaten by police in San 
Fernando, after he stopped to check a man lying on the 
ground who appeared to be unconscIous. He received 
injuries to his chest and knee as a result of beatings 
with police batons and was subsequently denied access 
to medical attention and legal assistance. He was later 
charged with obstructmg the police. 
Police shootings 
There were allegations that police used excessive force. 
a A 17-year-old girl, AOIsha Neptune, was shot dead 
bya Special Reserve Policeman in Diego Martin on 
I May outSide the Four Roads Police Station. where she 
had gone following the arrest of her brother earlier that 
day. The police orficer involved allegedly told police 
investigators that the girl and her mother had attacked 
him with stones, and that his gun had been flfed dUring 
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this fight. Anlsha Neptune's mother denied that such a 
fight took place, and claimed that she was gunned down 
In cold blood. 

Detention conditions 
In October pohee officers at the Belmont Police Station 
threatened to close their station because of deplorable 
and Inhuman conditions. They were protesting against 
overcrowded and insanitary conditions, where 
detainees spent most of or all day locked In 
overcrowded cells without bedding, sleepmg on the 
concrete noor, with buckets for sanitation. 

Intimidation and abuse of journalists 
The government continued to criticize the press and to 
make comments that could Incite politically motivated 
violence. I" January journalists were attacked by 
political activists attending a rally after a speaker told 
the crowd the media should be �chased awa( and 
-humillated�. ln February the Prime Minister told a rally 
of his supporters to �do them before they do us· and 
declared ·virtual war· on the government's opponents 
In May, two men entered the home of government en tiC 
and journalist Professor Selwyn Cudjoe and assaulted 
his family in what appeared to be a politically 
motivated attack. 

Gay men and lesbians 
Sexual acts between consenung adults of the same sex 
rematned illegal and gay and lesbian people were 
regularly subjected to discrimination and Intimidation 
The government continued to attempt to pass the Equal 
Opportunities Bill with a clause excluding 
diSCrimination on the basis of sexual orientation. The 
Bill failed to become law. In September, the Mtnlster for 
Trade accused AI of wanting to turn the populalion of 
Trinidad and Tobago -Into homosexuals·. 

AI country visits 
AI viSited Tnnldad and Tobago in February and 
September. 

244 

TUNISIA 

REPUBLIC OFTUNISIA 
Head of state: Zine El 'Abidine Ben 'Ali 
Head of government: Mohamed Ghannouchi 
Capita l: Tunls 
Population: 9.5 million 
Official language: Arabic 
Death penalty: retentionist 

Repression of human rights defenders escalated and 
journalists and political activists were targeted by 
the police, but responded with an unprecedented 
level of protest against harassment and 
intimidation. Torture and ill-treatment in police 
stations and prisons remained widespread and at 
least two detainees died in police custody. Three 
prisoners of conscience were released but dozens of 
others were arrested. Up to 1 ,000 political prisoners, 
most of them prisoners of conscience, remained 
detained. Trials of political detainees continued to 
violate international standards for fairtrial. 
Thousands of former prisoners of conscience and 
their relatives, and the families of prisoners and 
exiled government opponents, were subjected to 
harassment and intimidation. Scores of prisoners 
undertook lengthy hunger strikes to demand their 
release and to protest at ill-treatment and poor 
conditions of detention. 

Background 
In February and April high-school students and 
unemployed youths demonstrated in several towns 
against price rises and changes tn examination 
procedures. 

In April the authorities' decision not to hold a state 
funeral for former PreSident Hablb Bourguiba 
prompted widespread protests. 

In May people demonstrated In Bou Salem to protest 
at the noods and damage following the authorities' 
decision to open a dam without warning the local 
population 

In all cases, the demonstrations were forCibly broken 
up by police. In some cases demonstrators burned or 
damaged cars and public property. Scores were 
arrested, including people who had not participated In 
violent acts, and dozens were sentenced to pnson 
terms. In October poilce beat women's rights activists 
and others who demonstrated peacefully In support of 
the Palestinian people. 

The authoflties often blocked Internet access to the 
websites of human rights organizations and the foreign 
media, and human rights defenders were often unable 
to access their own e-mail addresses. 

In May, days after criticizing the authorities in a 
French newspaper. former journalist Riad Ben Fadhel 
was shot and injured outSide his home, next to the 
presidential palace, in what may have been an 
attempted extraJudicial execution. 
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Human rights defenders and civil society 
activists 
The targeting of human rights defenders escalated to an 
unprecedented level. Many were prosecuted or 
threatened with prosecution, some were beaten or 111-
treated and others had their telephone and Fax lines cut. 

In December Nejib Hosni. a human rights lawyer and 
leading member of the Consell national pour les 
IIbert�s en Tunisie(CNLn. National Council for 
Uberties In Tunisia, was imprisoned for failing to 
comply with an arbitrarily Imposed five-year ban on 
practising law. Earlier In the year the Tunisian Bar 
Council, the only institution competent to suspend or 
disbar a lawyer, had confirmed that he was never 
suspended or disbarred and was fully entitled to 
practise law. He remaIned detained at the end of the 
year and was notified that he would also have to serve 
the remaining five and a half years of an eight-year 
prison sentence Imposed in 1996 on trumped-up 
charges of forgery. 

In December, Moncef Marzouki, a doctor and CNLT 
spokesman, was sentenced to one year's imprisonment 
for his human rights activities on behalf of the CNLT. In 
July he was arbitrarily dismissed from his post at Sousse 
University. 

In November the authorities suspended all activities 
of the Ugue tunisienne des drolts de I'homme (LTDH), 
Tunisian Human Rights League, shortly after the 
organization's general assembly had elected to its 
board a majority of outspoken human rights activists. 
In December the authorities initiated legal proceedings 
against LTDH vice-president Slaheddine Jourchi for a 
Statement he had signed on behalf of the LTDH after its 
suspension. 

InJune Fathl Chamkhi, PreSident of the 
Rassemblement pourune Alternative Internarionalede 
Developpement(RAID), Rally for an International 
Alternative for Development. and RAID member 
Mohamed Chourabl were sentenced toone month's 
imprisonment for possessing reports by the RAID and 
the CNLT. both of which organizations had been refused 
registration by the authorities. 

Following national and international protests, the 
authorities returned the passports of some human 
rights defenders and former prisoners of conscience. 
However, throughout the year human rights defenders 
were subjected to harassment and intimidation and 
their activities and meetings were often broken up or 
prevented by the police. On several occasions police ill­
treated human rights activistS. including CNLT members 
Si hem Ben Sedrine. 'All Ben Salem, 'Omar Mestiri. and 
members of the Association tunisiennedes femmes 
democrares(ATDF), Tunisian Association of Democratic 
Women. 

In December LTDH and CNLT members were prevented 
from holdingmeetlOgs and some were ill-treated by 
police who blocked access to the meeting places. 

CNLT spokesperson Moncef Marzoukl remained 
banned from leaving the country at the end of the year, 
as were CNLT and RAID members 'All Ben Salem, Sadri 
Khiari and Mohamed Chourabl, and lawyer 'Ameur 
Rouani. 
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AI's Tunisian SectiOn also remained under 
surveillance and In March its members were prevented 
from holding a number of public events by police who 
manhandled some of Its leading members. 

Torture and ilHreatment contlOued to be widely used 
by police to extract confeSSions 10 both criminal and 
political cases and by prison guards to punish 
detainees. A new law, adopted in 1999, maklOg torture 
a Crime pUnishable by eight years' imprisonment was 
disregarded. and no member of the security forces was 
prosecuted for acts of torture committed dUring 2000 
or in previous years. The Six-day legal maximum limit 
on Incommunicado detenlion also continued to be 
breached 
a Lotfi Ferhati, a Tunisian hvlng In France. was 
arrested in August, when he arrived in Tunisia with hiS 
wife for a family visit. He was held 10 the Ministry of the 
Interior for 18 days, where he said he was suspended by 
hiS feet from a pulley and his head was repeatedly 
plunged in a bucket of dirty water, causing near­
asphyxiation (known as the bar1omethod); kept In 
constrained poSitions; allowed only about one hour's 
rest a day; and threatened that his Wife would be 
tortured. He was al legedly forced to sign an unread 
confeSSion admitting to 110ks wuh an unauthorized 
Islamist group. He was awaiting tnal at the end of 
the year. 
a Rldha Jeddi was arrested in September and 
reportedly tortured in MeOlel Bourguiba police station, 
where he died later the same day. Pohce claimed he 
committed suicide by hanging but the forensic report 
ruled out death by strangulation. At his bUflal his family 
noted bruiSes on his face and chest. An investigation 
was reportedly opened but no IOformatlon could be 
obtained by the end of the year. 

Conditions in prisons remained very poor. especially 
for political prisoners, who were held in overcrowded 
cells, where scant hygienic faCilities resulted In the 
spread of scabies and other skin diseases. Political 
detainees were often denied medical care; forced to 
sleep on concrete noars; beaten and Ill-treated; placed 
in solitary confinement, at times chamed: and denied 
access to their families and lawyers. 
a 'Abdellatif Bouhajila. Yassine SeOlert! and scores 
of other Islamist sympathizers on prolonged hunger 
strike to protest against the length and unfairness of 
judicial proceedings and against ill-treatment and 
poor conditions of detention, were prevented from 
receiving visits from their families and lawyers for 
several weeks at a time. 'Abdellatir SouhaJila was 
placed In solitary confinement in October; he was kept 
in chains for five days and had to sleep on a concrete 
floor. He and scores of others were also beaten and 
verbally abused. 

Prisoners of conscience 
Three prisoners of conscience were released but 
dozens of others were arrested. At least three Tunisians 
reSident abroad were arrested when they went to 
TuniSia for family visits. 
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a In June 'Abdelmoumen Belanes and Fahem 
Boukaddous, supporters of the Para commumsre des 
ouvners wnJslens(PCon. Tunisian Workers' 
Communist Party, were released before completion of 
their sentences. 
a In August Taouflk Chaeb, an Islamist sympathizer, 
was released by preSidentIal pardon after a 52-day 
hunger stnke. He had been tried and sentenced three 
times on the same charges. 
a In August. Mehd. Zougah, a French-Tumsian 
national. and 'Abderraouf Messa'oudi, resident in 
Austria, were arrested on arrival in TUOlsla. They had 
previously been sentenced In absentia on charges of 
links with the unauthorized Islamist group al-Nahda 
(Renaissance). They remained in detention awaiting 
retrial at the end of the year 

Several former prISoners of conscience were 
arrested and sentenced to prison terms on charges of 
non·compllance with the administrative control 
requirements to report to the police dally or, in some 
cases, several times a day. Such measures, at times part 
of the sentence and In other cases arbitrarily Imposed, 
continued to prevent former prisoners from working 
and resuming a normal life. 
a In June, former prisoner of conscience 'Ali Ben 
Salem Sghaier symbolically offered his children for sale 
at the local market in DOUI to protest at the 
administrative control measure which prevented him 
from working and earning a living to feed his seven 
children. He was arrested, threatened with 
Imprisonment and released, but was rearrested In 
August and sentenced to six months' imprisonment on 
charges of non-compliance With administrative control 
measures. His sentence was upheld on appeal in 
September and he continued to serve his sentence at 
the end of the year. 

Unfair trials 
Trial proceedings began against scores of people 
arrested in previous years on political grounds. Many 
had been held longer than the 1-4-month maximum limit 
for pre-trlal detention. Some detainees were tried in 
two or more cases on similar charges and In relation to 
the same events, in breach of the rule against double 
jeopardy. Lawyers were often prevented from visiting 
their clients or were refused access to their clients' 
files, and some prisoners were summarily tried without 
their lawyers haVing been notified of the date of the 
hearing. 
a Ahmed 'Amarl was deported from Libya in 1997 
with dozens of other Islamist supporters, tortured In 
secret detention, and sentenced to two and five years' 
imprisonment respectively in June 1998 and June 1999. 
His lawyers were refused access to the documents 
relaung to these trials. In 2000, he was being tried In 
three different cases in which the main charge was 
-membership of a criminal gang-, a charge widely used 
against political opponents of the government. 
a In September the trial began of'Abdellatif 
Bouhajila, Yassine Benzerti and at least seven other 
Islamist supporters arrested in September 1998 and 
accused of having links with an unauthorized 
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association and intelligence with a foreign power, 
reported to be Iran. No evidence was produced 10 
support these charges and it was believed that they 
were tried for their links with exiled Tumslan 
government opponents. In November they were 
sentenced to up to 17 years' imprisonment, after the 
defence lawyers Withdrew from the trial in protest at 
the unfairness of the procedings. 'Abdellatlf BouhaJila 
and Yassine Bemerti, who had been on hunger strike 
for more than 80 days, could not stand, sit up or speak. 

Intergovernmental organizations 
The UN SpeCial Rapporteur on the promotion and 
protection of the right to freedom of opinion and 
expression issued a report follOWing hiS visit to Tunisia 
in December 1999 and strongly condemned the 
restrictions imposed by the authorities on such 
liberties. 

InJune and December, the European Parliament 
adopted two resolutions condemning the lack of 
freedom or association and expression, calting on the 
Tumslan government to end human rights violations 
and allow political pluralism, and calling on the 
European Commission to present a report on TuniSia. 

AI country reports and visits 
Reports 
• The administration of justice in Tunisia: Torture, 

trumped·up charges and a tainted trial lAl lndex: MDE 
30/004/2000), issued jointly by AI, Human Rights 
Watch and the F�d�ration mternationale des ligues 
des droits de I'homme (FI DH), I nternational Federation 
of Human Rights 

Visits 
In July the authorities refused entry to TunIsia to a Joint 
AI·FIDH delegation; both theAI researcher and the FIDH 
President had been banned from Tunisia since 1994 and 
1995 respectively. The government did not respond to 
any of AI's communications seeking information and 
raising concerns about specific cases. 
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REPUBLIC OFTURKEY 
Head of state: Ahmet Needet Sezer (replaced SOleyman 
Demirel in May) 
Head of government: BOlent Eeevit 
Capital: Ankara 
Population: 66.6 million 
Official language: Turkish 
Death penalty: abolitionist In practice 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; International 
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; 
Optional Praeetal to the UN Children's Convention on 
the involvement of children in armed conflict; Optional 
Protocol to the UN Women's Convention 

Human rights defenders continued to face 
harassment and intimidation; branches of human 
rights associations were temporarily closed and 
board members put on trial. Writers, politicians, 
religious leaders, human rights defenders and many 
others were tried and imprisoned for exercising their 
right to freedom of expression, particularly when 
they expressed opinions on the Kurdish question or 
the role of Islam. Torture remained widespread and 
the perpetrators were rarely brought to justice. 
Prisoners were killed and seriously wounded when 
protests against the replacing of dormitories with 
smaller cells were ended with force. There were 
concerns that conditions in the new smaller cells 
could amount to cruel. inhuman or degrading 
treatment Some 2,000 suspected members of the 
militant Islamist organization Hizbullah were 
arrested; some were held in prolonged police 
detention. The bodies of dozens of people were 
exhumed; the killings were attributed to Hizbullah. A 
number of political killings were reported. The de 
facto moratorium on executions was upheld. 

Background 
Although the conditions set out In December 1999 for 
accepting Turkey as a candidate for membership of the 
European Union (EU) included an improvement in the 
country's human rights record, no substantive reforms 
or improvements were recorded in 2000. The 
government committed itself to a schedule for reforms, 
but major legal changes were envisaged only for 2001 or 
2002. The Chairman of the High Coordination Board for 
Human Rights drafted a proposal for steps to be taken 
to meet the Copenhagen political criteria, a 
precondition for the start of accession negotiations 
with the EU. A revised version of this report was 
adopted In September. 

The former head of the Constitutional Court, Ahmet 
Necdet Sezer, was elected PreSident iO early May and 
made several speeches in which he stressed the 
importance of human rights, the rule of law and 
democracy. 
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The armed connlct between government forces and 
the Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK) effectively came to 
an end In 1999 and only a few clashes between the 
Turkish army and dissident PKK groups were reported. 
Nevertheless, repression of political parties and 
organizations in southeastern Turkey, which has a 
mainly Kurdish population, continued unabated. 
Representatives of the pro-Kurdish People's 
Democracy Party (HADEP) were arrested and put on 
trial. Numerous associations and media companies 
were closed and demonstrations, meetings and other 
public events were banned. 

Torture/ ,II-treatment 
Torture was widespread. There were numerous reports 
of torture and i ll-treatment of men, women and 
children, mainly from western cities, the southeast and 
the region around Adana In the south. Many of the 
victims were political activists, Including supporters of 
lefust, pro-Kurdish and Islamist groups. Despite 
intimidation and fear of reprisals, dozens of allegations 
of torture were received from people arrested on 
crimmal charges. Other victims of tOrture and 111-
treatment mcluded Kurdtsh villagers, relatives of 
political activists, students and women's groups. 
Allegations were also received from police officers and 
leading figures in organized crime. 

Torture and il l-treatment occurred mainly in police 
and gendarmerie stations during the first days after 
arrest. The most frequently reported methods included 
severe beatings, prolonged blindfolding, suspension by 
the arms or wrists, electriC shocks, sexual abuse, and 
food and sleep deprivation. 
a Ramazan Tekin, Deputy Mayor of Dlyarbaklr, was 
arrested 10 January and held for 10 days at Dlyarbaklr 
Gendarmerie where he was reportedly beaten, 
suspended by the arms, sexually abused and given 
electric shocks. Doctors from the ForenSic Institute 
who examined him reportedly confirmed that hiS ribs 
were broken and his kidneys damaged. His lawyer filed 
a formal complaint against the SecUflty officers 
suspected of being responsible, but the governor of 
Dtyarbaklr did not give permission for the two 
gendarmes to be prosecuted. 
Rape in custody 
Rape and sexual assault by members of the securtty 
forces continued to be reported. During 
incommunicado detention in police or gendarmerle 
custody. women and men were routinely striPped 
naked. Methods of sexual abuse reported included 
electriC shocks and beating on the gemtals and 
women's breasts and rape. 
a Azime Arzu Torun was reportedly raped by 
gendarmes and prison guards with a truncheon when 
secUrity officers ended the inmates' protest in Burdur 
pnson on 5July. She was also said to have been exposed 
to sexual harassment while giVing her testimony to an 
inspector. 
Suspected Islamists 
Some 2,000 al leged members of Hizbullah were 
arrested follOWing the launch of an extensive 
operation against the organization by the securtty 
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forces In January. Subsequently, the bodies of some 67 
people were exhumed; their abduction and murder 
were attributed to HlzbuJ/ah. Some observers claimed 
that Hizbullah had been acting in collusion with parts 
of the Turkish security forces during the armed 
conflict. Some of those detained in the raid against 
Hizbullah were held In police detention for prolonged 
periods during which they were at risk of torture and 
ill-treatment The maximum period for police and 
gendarmerie detention is seven days and. in the 
provinces under State of Emergency. 10 days. 
However, several of these detainees were held for 
much longer periods. 
Cl Fahrenln OzdemlT was detained in February and 
later indicted In the main Hlzbullahtnal in which he and 
14 others were charged With some 150 murders and in 
which the death sentence was sought. On 10 July. in the 
first trial session, he stated that he had been held m 
police custody for a total of 59 days and that he was 
given electriC shocks and suspended by the arms, and 
hiS testicles were squeezed and beaten at the Police 
Headquarters In Gazlantep. 
Parliamentary Human Rights Commission 
The Parliamentary Human Rights Commission 
published nine reports on their investigations mto 
torture and ill-treatment. They had interviewed prison 
Inmates m various provinces and subsequently carried 
out unannounced on-the-spot visits to detention 
centres where there had been frequent allegations of 
torture and ill-treatment. For example, m Istanbul the 
Commission found equipment used for suspending 
detainees by the arms. The reports, which con tamed 
pictures of detention places, mterrogatlon rooms and 
torture equipment, as well as the transcripts of 
interviews, represented an extraordinary step forward 
in official Circles in documenting and acknowledging 
torture. 
Prisons 
There were reports of poor medical care In prisons 
and beatings dUring transfers to and from prison. 
Most prisoners were housed m large dormitOries 
holding 60 or more prisoners, but wings based on a 
cell system were added to many prisons and II new 
prisons with small cells were being built. There was 
concern that regimes of isolation already practised in 
Kartal and Imral! prisons might be extended to the 
new prisons. 

From October, more than 1,000 prisoners 
participated in a hunger strike against the new prisons. 
On 19 December the secUrity forces conducted an 
operation in 20 prisons In which dozens of prisoners 
died. Hundreds of prisoners were beaten before, dUring 
and after their transfer to three new prisons where they 
were subjected to solitary confinement and small­
group Isolation. 
B On 5July pohtical prisoners in Burdur prison 
barricaded themselves in dormitories, According to the 
prisoners, the security forces threw smoke bombs, tear 
gas and nerve gas Into the dormitories and started to 
break down the walls with bulldozers. The prisoners 
said the security forces attacked them with iron poles, 
truncheons, roof tiles and stones, draggmg 
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unconsCIous prisoners out of the dormitories with long­
handled hooks. Lawyers permitted to meet some of the 
prisoners on 8 July noted that all had signs of severe 
injuries on the visible parts of their bodies, and had 
difficulty breathing and speaking. 
Impunity 
The authorities remamed reluctant to investigate 
allegations of torture. Officers accused of torture were 
rarely suspended from duty, and in some cases 
received promotIOns. It was difficult to establish who 
was responsible as detainees were almost invariably 
blindfolded during interrogation and custody records 
were often poorly maintained or non-existent. 
Medical evidence of torture was frequently 
suppressed. Medical officers who falSified reports 
were promoted while doctors who carried out their 
duties scrupulously were harassed, put on trial or 
imprISoned. The intimidation of witnesses and a 
generalized climate of fear also contnbuted to 
impunity. as did prosecutors' reluctance to investigate 
the work of secumy force officers. Judges often 
refused to Investigate allegations of torture and 
accepted confeSSions extracted under torture as 
evidence. In violation of the UN Convenuon against 
Torture. Under the 1999 Law on the Prosecution of 
Civil Servants the permission of a senior offiCial is 
reqUired for the prosecution of suspected human 
rights abusers. 
B In July 1999 Cevat Soysal was reportedly abducted 
in Moldova, taken to Turkey and held for 10 days in 
mcommunlcado detention. He reported that at the 
Turkish Secret Service (Mln headquarters he was given 
electnc shocks, hung by the arms, forced to lie naked 
on ice, sprayed with pressurized water, deprIVed of 
sleep, beaten and forced to swallow a drug. At their 
meeting Cevat Soysal's lawyer noted needle marks, 
bruising and other signs consistent with his client's 
al legations of torture. In November 1999, the 
prosecutor decided not to open a trial against the 
alleged torturers; the Office of the Prime Minister had 
Informed him that a prosecution would not be 
appropriate. InJanuary and February zooo the appeals 
of Cevat Soysal and his lawyers against the decision not 
to prosecute the suspected torturers were rejected. At 
the end of 2000 Cevat Soysal remained impnsoned on 
charges of separatism and being a leading member of 
the PKK. 
No justice for women raped in custody 
By November, 1)2 women -97 of them Kurds - had 
sought help from a legal aid project in Istanbul set up to 
brmg perpetrators to Justice. Forty-five of the women 
alleged that they had been raped and 87 reported other 
forms of sexual abuse. The suspected perpetrators -
overwhelmingly police officers. although allegations 
were also made against gendarmes, soldiers, and 
village guards -were rarely brought to justice. 
a In November 1996, a young Kurdish woman, 
Zeynep AVCI, arrested during an operation against the 
PKK, was subjected to sexual harassment, rape and 
electric shocks at Izmir Police Headquarters. The 
authorities not only failed to initiate prompt, 
comprehensive and impartial investigations tnto 
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these al legations, but also exposed Zeynep Avcl to 
additional gender·based discrimination. In an 
apparent attempt to discredit her, al legations of a 
previous abortion were submilted to the European 
Court of Human Rights towhich she had meanwhile 
filed an application. 

Prisoners of conscience 
Writers. publishers, researchers, environmentalists, 
trade unionists, local and national politicians, religious 
leaders. human rights defenders and many others 
continued to be Imprisoned or tried for exercising their 
right to freedom of expression, particularly on issues 
related to the Kurdish question or the role of Islam in 
politics. 
Cl In July the Appeal Court upheld a sentence of one 
year's imprisonment against Necmettin Erbakan, the 
former leader of the banned Islamist Welfare Party. 
Necmettin Erbakan had been sentenced in March 2000, 
for a speech he delivered In February 1994 during local 
elections. In his speech Necmettin Erbakan had 
criticized the representatives of other parties for �false 
beliefs" and being dependent on the West. He had also 
referred explicitly to a Kurdish electorate. There was 
no inCitement to violence In his speech. 
Human rights defenders 
Human rights defenders continued to face harassment 
and Inumidation. Human Rights Association (lHO) 
branches In Van, Gaziantep and Malatya were closed 
indefinitely and those in Diyarbaklr and Konya were 
closed temporarily. The Urfa branch of the Islamlc­
oriented human rights organization Maz/urn Derwas 
reopened In April. but the Malatya branch remained 
closed. Doctors and other staff of the Human Rights 
Foundation In Turkey (TIHV) worklOg on the 
documentation and treatment of torture in Izmlr were 
put on trial. Doctors In Istanbul who certified torture 
were also harassed. Trials were contlnuingagainsl a 
number of lawyers as well as representatives of IHO 
and Maz/urn Der. 
t:) Akin Birda1. former President of the IHD, was 
imprisoned between March and September to serve the 
remainder of two one·year sentences Imposed for 
speeches in connection with World Peace Day in 1995 
and [996. He had been temporarily released from 
prison on 25 September 1999 to enable him lO receive 
proper medical treatment. but was banned from 
leaving the country and thus prevented from taking 
advantage of offers of specialized medical treatment 
abroad. In March 2000 the prosecutor rejected his 
application for the postponement of his sentence on 
medical grounds. 

Death penalty 
With the deciSion in January to halt the procedures 
related to Abdullah Ocalan'sdeath sentence, the de 
facromoratorium on executions was upheld. However, 
at least 80death senlences were passed in the first 1 1  
months of the year, 28 of which were later commuted to 
prison terms. By the end of the year the death sentences 
of 71 other people had been upheld by the Appeal Court 
and submitted to parliament for final confirmation. 
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Other concerns 
A number of poSSible extrajudicial executions were 
reported. 
a Three villagers were killed on 19 October in the 
southeastern province of Hakkari. A fourth vil lager was 
wounded and subsequently taken into gendarmene 
custody. The circumstances of the killings were 
disputed 

Numerous deliberate and arbitrary killings were 
attributed to armed opposition groups. 

More than a hundred -disappearances- from 
previous years remained unresolved. Some new cases 
were reported. 

AI country reports and visits 
Reports 

• Turkey: Torture - a maJor concern '" 1999 (AI Index; 
EUR 44/0l8/2000) 

• Turkey Amnesty International's recommendations to 
the government (AI Index; EUR 44/019/2000) 

• Turkey: The alleged torture of Cevat Soysal at National 
Intelligence Agency Headquarters, Ankara (AI Index: 
EUR 44/036/2000) 

• Turkey: New law on the prosecution of civil servants ­
not a maJor step towards ending impunity for torturers 
(AI Index: EUR 44/038/2000) 

• Turkey: Torturers of mother and infant go free (AI 
Index: EUR 44/061 12000) 

• Turkey: Amnesty International's continuing concerns 
and the EU Accession Partnership with Turkey (AI 
Index: EUR 44/068/2000) 

Visits 
AI delegates visited Turkey in April and November to 
research human nghts Violations. AI trial obselVers 
visited Turkey In february, March, May, June and August 
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TUR KMENISTAN 

TURKMENISTAN 
Head of state and government: Saparmurad Niyazov 
Capital: Ashgabat 
Population: 4.4 million 
Official language: Turkmen 
Death penalty: abolitionist for all cnmes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Second Optional 
Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights, aiming at the abolition of the death 
penalty 

A prominent opposition activist was sentenced to 
imprisonment Members of unregistered religious 
denominations and their families continued to report 
frequent harassment by the authorities, including 
deportation and internal exile. There was concern for 
the health of political prisoners. 

Prisoner of conscience 
In February Nurberdl Nurmamedov, co·chair of the 
opposition movement Agzyblrlik and one of the few 
opposition figures to openly cnticlze PreSident 
Nlyazov's poliCies, was sentenced to five years' 
imprisonment. At the same trial Nurberdl 
Nurmamedov's 2s-year-old son, Murad Nurmamedov, 
was sentenced to a suspended rwo·year prison sentence 
and confined to Itve in Ashgabat for five years. Despite 
an offiCial invitation to send trial observers, 
representatives of foreign embassies and of the 
Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe 
(OSCE) were refused access to the court. Al believes that 
the charges of�hooliganismR brought against Nurberdi 
Nurmamedov were fabricated, that he was imprISoned 
for his peaceful opPOSition activities. and that his son 
was put on trial in order to put pressure on him. 

Appeals against their sentences were turned down in 
March. The two lawyers representing Nurberdi 
Nurmamedov at the appeal reportedly left the 
courtroom before the end of the hearing in protest at 
violaUons of International fair trial standards. At the 
end of March Nurberdi Nurmamedov was reportedly 
forced to publicly confess hiS guilt on television. In 
September unofficial sources reported that Nurberdi 
Nurmamedov had been transferred from Turkmenbashl 
maximum secUrity prison to a prison near Kyzylkaya in 
the south ofTurkmenlstan. As a result of poor prison 
conditions his health had apparently deteriorated 
sharply and he was reported to be suffering from an 
acute stomach ulcer. Nurberdi Nurmamedov was 
released on 23 December under a presldenUal amnesty. 
Earlier in December he reportedly had to repent on 
state television and swear an oath of loyalty to 
PreSident Niyazov. 

Political prisoners 
Following an offiCial Visit In May, the OSCE Chairman­
In-Office said she was deeply disappointed at PreSident 
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Niyazov's unwillingness to release political prisoners as 
requested by the OSCE. 
a There was concern that the lives of political 
prisoners Mukhametkuli Aymuradov and Plnmkuli 
Tangrykullev were in danger following reports that 
their health had deteriorated sharply as a result of poor 
prison conditions and the absence of medical care. 
According to reports. Pinmkuli Tangrykuliev was 
beaten repeatedly by prison guards. He was released 
under the December presidential amnesty. He was 
reportedly forced to repent on state television and 
swear an oath of loyalty 10 President Nlyazov. 

Repression of religious minorities 
Human rights Violations by law enforcement officials 
against religiOUS believers contJOued to be reported. 
Peaceful religious meetings in private homes were 
broken up and the participants fined or detained for 
short penods; religiOUS materials were conriscated and 
places of worship destroyed; religious believers were 
physically and verbally abused and some were 
Imprisoned because of their religion. A number of 
foreign missionaries were deported. 

Internal exile 
Some religiOUS activists had their freedom of movement 
Within Turkmenlstan restricted through the use of 
reSidence permits. 
a Artygul Atakova, the Wife of Shaglldy Atakov, and 
their five children were deported to the village of 
Kaakhka in February and put under ·vlllage arrest". 
Shagildy Atakov. an ethnlcTurkmen member or a 
Baptist congregation in Turkmenbashi, continued to 
serve a four-year prison sentence in a corrective labour 
camp. His supporters beheved that the true reason for 
hiS imprisonment was his religious affiliation. Shagildy 
Atakov's brother. Chariyar, was administratively 
detained for 15 days; the reason for his detention was 
not clear. In February a younger brother of Shagildy 
Atakov was found hanged. The circumstances 
surrounding his death remained unclear. 
a In February, 72-year-old Khodzha Akhmed 
Orazgylych, a MusiJm cleriC, was arrested and charged 
with ·swindling�. ln a radio interview, he had 
reportedly criticized an invitation by PreSident Niyazov 
at the end of 1999 for children to celebrate the new year 
by dancing around a Chnstmas tree chanting a prayer 
to the PreSident. Around a month later Khodzha 
Akhmed Orazgylych was said to have been amonga 
group of prisoners taken to meet PreSident Nlyazov. 
The cleric reportedly asked for forgiveness. and 
PreSident Nlyazov replaced a possible prison term with 
internal exile In a village In Khodzha Akhmed 
Orazgylych's home region. 

Conscientious objectors 
Information came to hght that conSCientious 
objectors Roman Sidelnikov. Oleg Voronin and Roman 
Karimov had been released under a presidential 
amnesty In 1999. However. conscientious objectors to 
mil itary service continued to be sentenced to prison 
terms. 
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a Two Jehovah's Witnesses were imprisoned for their 
conscientious objection to military service. Nuryagdy 
Gatrov was serving a one-year prison sentence, 
imposed in January, in the Tedzhen corrective labour 
colony. He reportedly did not benefit from the 1999 
amnesty because he refused to swear the oath of 
allegiance to President Niyazov. Igor Nazarov. who was 
also detained in the Tedzhen corrective labour colony. 
was serving a second prison term Imposed in March; he 
had previously been sentenced to a suspended two­
year term. 

AI country report 
• Turkmenistan: Harassment and imprisonment of 

religious believers (AI Index: EUR 61 /00712000) 

UGANDA 

REPUBLIC O F  UGANDA 
Head of state: Yoweri Museveni 
Head of government: Apollo Nsibambl 
Capital: Kampala 
Population: 21.7 million 
Official language: English 
Death penalty: retentionist 

Gross human rights abuses by armed opposition 
groups, including killings and abductions, continued 
throughout 2000. Torture and possible extrajudicial 
executions by the security forces were reported. The 
Ugandan army was accused of human rights 
violations including torture in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo (ORe). Meetings by political 
parties and others, peaceful demonstrations and 
strikes were disrupted by the security forces, 
sometimes violently. Scores of political prisoners, 
some of whom may have been prisoners of 
conscience, were arrested. Prison conditions were 
harsh. At least 1 0  people were sentenced to death, 
but no one was executed. 

Background 
Human rights abuses by armed opposition groups 
increased during 2000. The Amnesty Act, which came 
mto force in December 1999 and ofrered an amnesty 
to all rebel fighters who gave themselves up, was 
extended in July to the end of the year. The 
Commission to implement the Act was not set up until 
June and was hampered by under-funding. Under an 
agreement between Uganda and Sudan. Uganda 
returned more than 70 Sudanese prisoners of war. but 
large numbers of abducted children held in Sudan In 
camps run by the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) were 
not returned. Of the 10,000 children estimated by the 
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UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) to have been abducted 
by the LRA since 1994. more than 5,000 remained 
unaccounted for. Although the government of Sudan 
had stated that the people It returned would be 
primarily abducted children still held in LRA camps, 
these appeared to be less than half of those returned. 

In June a referendum was held to choose a political 
system in preparation for the 2001 presidential and 
parliamentary elections. The referendum approved 
PreSident Yoweri Museveni's �Movemen( system, 
which does not allow poltucal parties to contest 
elections. In August the Referendum and Other 
PrOVisions Act was annulled by the Constitutional 
Court, followlnga petition by the opposition 
Democratic Party, on the grounds that it had been 
passed Into law without a quorum. In response. the 
government enacted the Constitutional Amendments 
Act in September, which increased the power of 
parliament, barred courts from inquiring into 
parliamentary proceedings, and reduced the 
requirement for a parliamentary quorum. 

In September the Ugandan Human Rights 
Commission opened an office in Soroti district and the 
army set up a human rights desk In Luwero distriCt. 

Abuses by armed oppOSItion groups 
Lord's Resista nce Army 
There was an increase in abuses by the LRA In 2000, 
primarily against civilian targets. Killings, torture. 
including rape, and abductions, particularly of 
children. were reported throughout the year, mainly in 
the northern districts of Gulu and Kitgum. Abducted 
children were forced to become child soldiers. and girls 
were used by LRA commanders as sexual slaves. Nearly 
80 per cent oflRA combatants were abducted children, 
according to estimates. 
a In May, 16 children between the ages of nine and 18 
were reportedly abducted by the LRA in Gulu district. 
a In October a two-year-old child was among five 
civilians abducted in Alero sub·county. 
a In October Father Rafaelle Di Bari, an Italian Priest 
who had lived In Uganda for over 30 years, was killed by 
the LRA on the road to his home in Kitgum district. His 
death was followed by a grenade attack by the LRA on 
Opit Travellers Inn disco hall in Gulu town, which left 
nine people killed and scores injured. Both attacks 
appeared to be In response to a renewal of the 
agreement between Sudan and Uganda in September in 
which the Sudanese government agreed to force the 
LRA to move its bases I,oookm from the border. 
Allied Democratic Front 
Abuses in western Uganda by the Allied Democratic 
Front (ADF), based in the DRC, continued throughout 
2000. They included killings, maimlngs and abductions 
of civilians, including children, to become soldiers. 
Although security In Kasese. Kabarole and Bundibugyo 
districts improved a little, attacks by the ADF spread to 
Bushenyi, Hoima. Klbaale and Mbarara districts during 
the year. 
a In August, seven people were killed In one attack 
by the ADF in Bushenyi district. 
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Human rights violations by security forces 
Reports ofhuman rights violations by the security 
forces. including possible extrajudicial executions. 
torture and detention without trial. continued. There 
were reports of human rights violations by the army. 
the Ugandan People's Defence Forces (UPDF), fighting 
In support of rebel forces in the ORe. 
a In April Ugandan troops were reportedly involved 
In deliberate and arbitrary killings of members of the 
lendu ethnic group in Kibali·ltun province. and In 
other abuses. At least 700 unarmed Civilians were 
reportedly killed when Ugandan and Rwandese troops 
fought for control ofKisangani in June and July. In 
August over 100 children were reportedly taken from 
the ORe to Jinja in Uganda by government forces for 
military training. More than 4.000 members of the 
UPDF were withdrawn from the ORC by September. 
Political prisoners 
Scores of people. Including some possible prisoners of 
conscience. were briefly detained wuhout charge or 
trial. often In military barracks. The majority of 
detainees were suspected members or supporters of 
armed opposition groups. 
a In February. two men were reportedly arrested by 
the army and held in incommunicado detention In 
military barracks In Mbarara district for more than 
three months before being released Without charge. 
eJ In June Alia Turigye was reportedly arrested by the 
police In Bushenyl district and handed over to the UPOF 
\0 Mbarara. She was held illegally in incommunicado 
detention at an undisclosed location for two months 
before being charged with treason and held on remand 
in luzlra prison. 

At least 75 prisoners were pardoned under the 
Amnesty Act. some of whom had been held without trial 
on treason charges for more than three years. The 
Amnesty Commission reported that it had received over 
300 applications from prisoners detained in lUllfa 
prison. the majority of whom were held on treason 
charges. More than 2.000 refugees in Nairobi. Kenya. 
mainly former members of the lRA. were still waiting for 
their applications to be processed by the end of 2000 

There were reports of torture and possible extrajudicial 
executions by members of the UPDF. members of local 
Defence Units (LDU) and the police, 
a In August Hafusa Muzamtli was reportedly raped 
and killed by UPDF soldiers from the army 
headquarters at Bombo. luwero district. 
e In September, 18 lDU members reportedly forced 
more than 15,000 villagers in Kapchorwa district to flee 
their homes. The LOU members attacked local home 
guards at the sub·county prison who were holding 
three lDU members accused of beating Simon Kitiyo. an 
alleged thief. into a coma. One civilian and two LOU 
members were Injured and three killed. 

Freedom of assembly and association 
Despite leglslauve changes in preparation for the 
referendum on the political system, restrictions to 
prevent political parties contesting elections remained. 
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Scores of pnsoners of conscience were arrested for 
short periods after public meetings and peaceful 
demonstrations organized by political parties, human 
rights groups and others were broken up by the police. 
sometimes violently. 
CS' In May in Mbaledistrlcl, police officers dispersed a 
crowd and arrested participants at a seminar on the 
referendum organized by the Uganda Young Congress, 
youth wing of the opposition Uganda People's Congress. 
a In June. 11 students were arrested in Kampala and 
charged with �mlsconduct and alarming the President-, 
which carries a life sentence, after they attempted to 
disrupt a rally by the President at Makerere University 
They were reportedly carrying anti-Movement placards 
and shoutmg slogans. 
a In September several people were injured when 
police violently dispersed a meeting in Gulu district to 
celebrate the fifth anniversary of the Uganda Young 
Democrats 

Freedom of expression 
Journalists continued to face harassment and arbitrary 
arrest 
"Cl In February, two journalists. Frank Bagonza Kimome 
and Joseph Kasimbazi, were detained by the army for a 
week and subsequently charged With publishing false 
news after VoiceofTororadio falsely reported that over 
lO people had been killed by the ADF. The station 
retracted the report shortly after it was broadcast. The 
case had not come to court by the end of 2000. 
a The case against the three senior editors of the 
independent dally The Monitor-Charles Onyango· 
Obbo. David Ouma Balikowa and Wafula Oguttu­
began in September. They had been charged in May 
1999 with sedition and publishing a false statement 
following the publication of a photograph allegedly 
show1ng members of the UPDF assaultinga woman. 

Prison conditions 
Prison conditions remained harsh and life threatemng. 
Both civilian and military prisons had high mortality 
rates from overcrowding. malnutrition. diseases spread 
by insanitary conditions. and HIV/AIDS. Pre·trial 
detainees comprised nearly three quarters of the 
prison population. The average time In pre·trial 
detention was two to three years. Because of lack of 
space in juvenlle faCilities. juvenIles were often 
imprisoned with adults. 

Death pena Ity 
At least 10 people were sentenced to death. including 
one woman. At least I1 members of the UPDF had their 
sentences quashed on appeal. Including two who had 
been in prison awaiting appeal for more than 11 years. In 
July President Museveni commuted the death sentences 
of 16 prisoners to life imprisonment and pardoned over 
500 other prisoners. There were more than 260 
prisoners under sentence of death at the end of 2000. 

AI visit 
AI delegates visited Uganda in April. They met 
journalists, human rights organizations and others. 
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UKRAINE 
Head of state: Leomd Kuchma 
Head of government: ViktorYushchenko 
Capital: Kiev 
Population: 50.7 million 
Official language: Ukrainian 
Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the involve­
ment of children in armed conflict; OptIonal Protocol to 
the UN Women's Convention; Rome Statute of the 
International Criminal Court; Protocol No. 6 to the 
European Convention on Human Rights concerning the 
abolition ofthe death penalty 

Ukraine removed the death penalty from its criminal 
code. There were a significant number of allegations 
of police ill-treatment and torture of detainees. 
Allegations that military conscripts were subjected to 
violent treatment known as "hazingH were also 
received. An independent journalist appa rently 
"disappeared". The Ukrainian coastguard reportedly 
used excessive force against Turkish fishermen in the 
Black Sea, resulting in one death. Ukraine lacked a 
genuine civilian alternative service to military service. 

Death penalty 
The Constitutional Court ruled on 30 December 1999 
that articles in thecnminal code providing for the 
death penalty were unconstitutional. FollOWing the 
Court's decision, on 22 February 2000 the Ukrainian 
parliament, Verkhovna Rada, removed the death 
penalty from the criminal code, It also ratified Protocol 
No. 6 to the European Convention on Human Rights In 
hne with Ukraine's commitments to the Council of 
Europe, which it had joined in 1995. 

Torture/ I ll-treatment 
I l l-treatment and torture of detainees by law 
enforcement offiCials appeared to be relatively 
widespread. A delegation of the European Committee 
for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or 
Degrading Treatment or PUnishment undertook a 16-
day visit to Ukraine in September, after haVing visited 
the country In 1999 and 1998. Reports of the viSits had 
not been made public by the end of 2000, 
a Anatoly Voskoboinikov was allegedly forced to sign 
a confeSSion at the Ministry of the Interior In Enaklevo 
in November 1998. According to the Kharkov Group for 
Human Rights Protection, police officers handcuffed his 
wrists under his knees and slotted a length of wood 
between his arms and chest, then lifted him up by the 
piece of wood and hung him between two tables. The 
police officers allegedly then punched and kicked him 
while he was suspended In this painful position. 

There were reports of ill-treatment and torture of 
young conscripts in the Ukrainian army. Each year a 
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number are reportedly driven to suiCide and desertion 
as a result of hazing at the hands of other soldiers and 
officers. 
a Between May 1998 and September 1999, 18 recruits 
who had deserted from their units appealed for help 
from the Kharkov Union of Soldiers' Mothers. Sixteen of 
them stated that they had deserted because they had 
been subjected to hazing. 

Possible 'disappearance' 
GeorglY Gongadze, a 31-year-old Investigative 
Journalist, failed to return home on the evening of 16 
September. He was editor of the Internet newspaper 
Ukraymskaya Pravdaand an Independent radiO 
journalist, and had criticized members of the 
government and their allegedly corrupt relationship 
with powerful Interest groups. In June he reportedly 
wrote an open letter to the Procurator General after 
being forced into hiding by police harassment, Al called 
for an immediate and impartial investigation into his 
apparent �disappearance�. 

On 3 November a decapitated body was found in a 
shallow grave in woodland in the Tarashcha Rayon 
area, near the capital. Kie .... The body was later 
reportedly Identified as the missing journalist. later In 
No ... ember the former presidential candidate and 
leader of the Socialist Party of Ukraine, Olexandr 
Moroz, claimed to have 10 his possession an audiotape 
recording of PreSident Kuchma, allegedly made by a 
former officer of the Ukrainian State Security Service, in 
conversation with the Minister of the Interior, Yury 
Kravchenko, and the Chairman of the PreSidential 
Administration, Volodymyr lytvy. The recording 
allegedly Implicated them In the -disappearance- of 
GeorglY Gongadze. PreSident Kuchma and his 
colleagues VOCiferously denied the allegations and 
threatened Olexandr Moroz with libel action. 

Excessive use of force 
In March the Ukrainian coastguard fired shells at 
Turkish fishing vessels in the Black Sea In two separate 
incidents. AI expressed concern that the use of shells 
by the coastguard to stop fishing vessels may have 
represented unreasonable and excessive use of force. 
a On 22 March a Turkish fisherman, Gurmiz tinar, 
was killed and one of his colleagues was injured by a 
shell fired by the Ukrainian coastguard. The Turkish 
vessel was fishing illegally In Ukrainian waters around 
200km from Odessa. 

Harsh prison conditions 
Conditions In prisons and pre-trial detention centres 
contlOued to fall below international minimum 
standards, and amounted to cruel, lnhuman or 
degrading treatment. Prisoners were poorly fed, 
received inadequate medical care and were held in 
poorly heated and ventilated conditions in 
overcrowded cells. 

Conscientious objectors 
The alternative cI ... ilian service to military service In 
Ukraine extends only to those who object to military 
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service 0 "  religious grounds and belong to religIous 
organizations registered with the state. AI )6 months, it 
is also tWice as long as mil itary service. 
a On IzJuly Andrij TvardiJevych. an IS-year-old 
conscientious obJeclOr, was given a suspended one­
year prison sentence and fined by a court in Kiev for 
refusing to serve In the army for reasons of conscience. 

AI country report 
• Concerns in Europe, January -June 2000: Ukraine 

(AI Index: EUR 01 1003/2000) 

UNITED ARA B 

EMIRATES 

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 
Head of state: AI-Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan AI-Nahyan 
Head of government: AI-Sheikh Maktum bin Rashid al­
Maktum 
Capital: Abu Dhabl 
Population: 2.6 million 
Official language: Arabic 
Death penalty: retentlonlst 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Rome Statute of 
the International Crimmal Court 

At least 1 5  death sentences and 1 8  flogging 
sentences were reportedly handed down during 
2000, although the true figures may have been 
higher. At least two death sentences were 
commuted, while five others were upheld on appeal. 
There were no reported executions. 

Background 
The authorities announced a crack�down on drug 
offenders, following a reported 60 percent rise in drug� 
related offences during 1999. Twelve of the 15 death 
sentences handed down in 2000 were for drug·related 
offences. 

Death sentences 
At least 15 people, all foreign nationals. were sentenced 
to death during the year. Among them was Kartmi bint 
Karim. an Indonesian national, who was sentenced in 
February by a SharJ'a(fslamic) court in the Emirate of 
fujairah to be stoned to death, reportedly after she had 
confessed to adultery (see below). 

DUring the year. appeal courts in Dubai upheld five 
death sentences. In March, the death sentences agamst 
two men, originally handed down In 1997 for drug� 
related offences, were upheld. In April the death 
sentence against an Afghan national, originally handed 
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down m January for drug-related offences, was also 
upheld. In june, the death sentence against a Pakistan 
national, originally handed down in February for drug­
related offences, was upheld. lnjuly, the death 
sentence previously passed on an Indian national for 
murder was also upheld. 
Commutation of death sentences 
The sentence of stoning to death against Kartini bint 
Karim was commuted on appeal in April to one year's 
imprisonment and deportation. During her appeal, 
Kartin! bint Karim reportedly denied confeSSing to the 
offence of adultery. As she had already spent 10 months 
in prison when her sentence was commuted, under 
Umted Arab Emirates law this time was deducted from 
her one-year sentence, after which she was deported. 
The court also sentenced in absentia the man involved 
in the case, an Indian national who had fled the 
country, to one year's imprisonment. 

In April there were reports that Khalid AI·Malla, a 
Pakistan national reportedly sentenced to death for 
murder at the age of 14, was pardoned after havmg 
spent 10 years in detention in Ras al-Khalmah. His 
release and deportation reportedly followed the 
payment of blood money (diya)of approximately 
US$45,000 to the murder victim's family. 

Cruel judicial punishments 
At least 18 sentences of cruel, inhuman or degrading 
punishments such as flogging were passed dUring the 
year; 11 of them were handed down in the Emlrateof 
FuJairah Ten of the 18 sentences were al legedly for 
adultery and 1I of those sentenced were foreign 
nationals. 
a Injune a Sharl'acourt in Ras al-Khaimah 
reportedly sentenced Pakistan nationals jamilah Rasul 
and Mohammad Ish 'ar to 150 lashes and 90 lashes 
respectively, to be followed by prison terms and 
deportation, for adultery. 
a In November, a Sharl'acourt in Fujairah reportedly 
sentenced Pifatool Karima, an Indonesian national, to 
120 lashes and 14 months' imprisonment, to be followed 
by deportation, for adultery. 

Freedom of expression 
In September there were unconfirmed reports that the 
Ministry of Information had made a number of rulings 
resulting in several academics and Journalists being 
banned rrom writing or publishing materials in the 
media The rulings also reportedly required newspaper 
publishers to obtain ministerial permission before they 
could employ columnists to write for their newspapers. 
Several radio and television programs were also 
reportedly suspended In Abu Dhabl. 
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The Human Rights Act came into force in October, 
incorporating most of the European Convention on 
Human Rights into domestic law. Negotiations 
concerning the implementation olthe Multi-Party 
Agreement in Northern Ireland continued, but 
killings, bombings and beatings persisted. In the 
United Kingdom (UK), the government introduced 
more sweeping powers for the security forces in anti­
terrorist and surveillance legislation. Detainees and 
prisoners were reportedly subjected to ill-treatment 
and racist abuse. 

Background 
Negotiations over the Implementation of the Multi­
Party Agreement in Northern Ireland continued 
throughout 2000. In February the peace process broke 
down when the government dissolved the Northern 
Ireland Assembly and reinstated direct rule. However, 
the Assembly was re-established in May. 

Northern Ireland 
In November, the Police (Northern Ireland) Act 2000 
renamed the Royal Ulster Constabulary (RUC) the 
�Pollce Service of Northern Ireland (Incorporating the 
RUCr and mtroduced measures to encourage the 
recruitment of Catholics and women. The Act failed to 
highlight the centrality of human rights protection and 
to mclude all the measures for Increased police 
accountability recommended by the Independent 
Commission on PoliCing for Northern Ireland In 
October 1999. These included increasing the effective 
powers of the Policing Board and of the Police 
Ombudsperson to initiate Inquiries. In June Nuala 
O'Loan became the first Northern Ireland Police 
Ombudsperson, leadmg a team of independent 
investigators into complaints against the police. 

In March, the Review of the Criminal Justice System 
in Northern Ireland set up under the Multi-Party 
Agreement was published by a group of experts. It 
made 294 recommendations, including the creation of a 
new prosecution service and an independent Judicial 
Appointments Commission. 
The cases of Patrick Finucane and Rosemary Nelson 
The Stevens police Investigation continued into the 
killing of Patrick Finucane in February 1989 by loyalist 
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paramilitaries in collusion with intell igence agents. The 
only person charged was William Stoble, arrested In 
June 1999, whose trial was still pending. AI published a 
report which called on the government to establish a 
Judicial public mqulry into this killing. In line with 
international standards. The government stated that it 
would make its decision once criminal proceedings had 
been completed 

Rosemary Nelson, also a lawyer, was killed by a 
Loyalist car bomb in March 1999. In January 2000, it 
was announced that the Director of Public Prosecutions 
(DPP) had decided that the RUC officers accused of 
issuing death threats against her would not be 
prosecuted. In May It was announced that no 
diSCiplinary action would be taken against the officers. 
After 20 months of police investigation. no one had 
been charged in connection with her murder. 
Freedom of expression 
Charges under the Official Secrets Act were dropped in 
November agamst a former military Intel ligence officer. 
using the name of Martm Ingram, and a Sunday Times 
Journalist. The two had revealed Information about the 
operations of a secret military intelligence unit. the 
Force Research Unit (FRU), In the late 1980s and 1990 in 
Northern Ireland. Martin Ingram alleged that the FRU 
had used a Loyalist agent to target suspected 
Republicans for killing. Injunctions had been issued 
against two newspapers to stop publication or further 
revelations. 
'Bloody Sunday' inquiry 
The public judicial inquiry into the events or -Bloody 
Sunday·, in which I) people were killed and hundreds 
injured by soldiers in January 1972, opened on 27 
March. It was expected to last at least two years 
Investigations into killings by the security forces 
Four cases, involVing 12 killings or Catholics in Northern 
Ireland, were declared admissible by the European 
Court of Human Rights In April. It was alleged that RUC 
ofricers had operated a policy or killing rather than 
arresting suspected opponents, or had colluded With 
Loyalist paramilltaries. 

At the end of 2000, there were at least 15 Inquests 
outstanding into disputed killings and deaths In 
custody. AI was concerned about delays in holding such 
Inquests, Including in the cases of Sa m Marshall and 
Roseanne Mallon. 
Robert Hamill 
The coroner leading the Inquest into the death of 
Robert Hamill, who was kicked to death by a Loyalist 
crowd In Ponadown in 1997, decided that he was 
unable to hold an inquest because he could not 
guarantee the safety of a key witness. Investigation or 
the conduct of the police ofricers at the scene of the 
attack continued. 
Abuses by armed political groups 
Sectarian killings and attacks continued during 2000, as 
well as �punlshmen( killings and beatings by members 
of armed Loyalist and Republican groups. DUring 2000 
there were 18 killings, 15 by Loyalists and three by 
Republicans. A feud between different Loyalist armed 
groups led to the killing of seven people, including two 
teenagers. 
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There were dozens of �punlshmen( shootings and 
beatings by both Republicans and Loyalists. So·called 
·punlshments· were also meted out to children. In 
April. a Is·year·old and a 17-year-old were shot and 
injured by loyalists in Belfast and a r6-year-old 
suffered head Injuries arter being beaten by 
RepublIcans wielding iron bars in Belfast. 

legislation 
The Human Rights Act came Into force in October, 
incorporating most of the European Convention on 
Human RIghts into domesllc law 

The Terrorism Act, enacted in July, made temporary 
or emergency measures mto permanent ones. AI 
expressed concern that some measures contravened 
international human rights standards or could result in 
human rights violations. 

The Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act, enacted 
in July, legalized a variety of Intrusive surveillance 
techniques, covert use of informants and agems, and 
the interception of communications. AI was concerned 
that the Act failed to provide suffiCient safeguards, 
including judicial oversight, to ensure accountability 
and protection of fundamental human rights. 

In November, Parliament lowered the age of consent 
for homosexual acts from 18 to 16, thereby equalizing it 
with the age of consent for heterosexuals, for England, 
Scotland and Wales The age was equalized at 17 for 
Northern Ireland 

Deaths in tustodyl disputed killings 
In May the government began a consultation process 
on mechanisms to investigate misconduct by police 
officers. AI published a report on deaths in custody in 
the context of the consultation. In December the 
government announced that It would i",roduce a new, 
independent investigation system for serious 
misconduct cases, including deaths in custody. 

At least one person died In police custody in disputed 
circumstances: Asif Dad died In police custody in 
January. 
Updates 
a In Mayan inquest Jury returned a verdict of 
waccidental death" In thecase of Glenn Howard, but 
added that the police officers had used excessive 
restraint and had subsequently failed to provide 
medical care. He died in January 1999 after being In a 
coma since December 1997. There were no 
prosecutions or disciplinary action. 
a In June an inquest jury returned a verdict of 
unlawful killing In the case of Christopher Alder, a black 
former paratrooper who died in April 1998 in Hull 
police station. A videotape showed how officers 
ignored him as he lay on the police station noor for 
10 minutes before they realized he was unconscious. 
The Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) was conSidering 
whether to bring prosecutions against five officers. 
a I"june the High Court Instructed the prosecution 
authOrities to re·examine their decision not to 
prosecute seven prison officers involved In the death in 
prison of Alton Manning, who died in 1995 after being 
restrained. 
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o In November the CPS decided that no Criminal 
charges would be brought against eight police ofricers 
reportedly involved in the restraint of Roger $ylvester 
in January 1999. The exact cause of his death remained 
disputed; an inquest was pending. 
a In December the CPS decided that no criminal 
charges would be brought against the police officers 
who shot dead Harry Stanley In September 1999- Harry 
Stanley was walking home carrying a repaired table leg 
in a bag. He had stopped in a pub. where another 
customer mistook his Scottish accent for Irish and the 
table leg for a shotgun and alerted the police. Armed 
police officers approached Harry Stanley from behind 
and reportedly shouted a warning. Harry Stanley did 
not stop. and when he turned around, reportedly after 
another police shout, he was shot dead. 
a In February, a coroner's Jury issued a verdict which 
effectively rendered the killing of unarmed IRA member 
Diarmuid O'Nelll lawful. Diarmuid O'Neill was shot 
dead dUring a police raid in west London in 
September 1996. 

Polite handling of racist killings 
There were renewed allegations that police forces were 
not investigating the deaths of black people, which 
could have been racially motivated, With the same 
rigour as in othercases. 
a Harold McGowan and his nephew Jason were 
found hanged in Telford in July 1999 and January 2000 
respectively. The family alleged that police had 
assumed suicide and had neglected warnings that they 
were under threat of raCist attacks. The Metropolitan 
Police's RaCial and Violent Cnmes Task Force assisted 
the local polIce investigation. 
a In March, a fresh inquiry was announced into the 
police handling of the death of Ricky Reel following 
complaints from his family. Ricky Reel drowned in the 
RiverThames in October 1997. HIS family alleged that he 
died as a result of a racist attack. The Police Complaints 
Authonty's inquiry resulted in finding three officers 
guilty of neglect of duty. An inquest JUry in November 
1999 returned an open verdict on the cause of death. 

I ll-treatment in prisons 
Reports of racist abuse and cruel. Inhuman or 
degrading treatment were received from prisons 
including Wandsworth, Frankland. Swaleside. Durham. 
Wormwood Scrubs and BrixlOn. Reports were also 
received of ill·treatment of teenagers in Medway 
Secure Training Centre, in Portland, and in Lisnevln. 
Northern Ireland. The government announced in 
November that Lisnevinjuvenlle justice Centre would 
be closed down. 
a In November Robert Stewart, aged 20. was 
convicted of murdering hIS cell mate. Zahid Mubarek. 
aged 19. in March at Feltham Young Offender 
Institution and Remand Centre. Zahld Mubarek, of 
Pakistani origin, was put in the same cell as Robert 
Stewart. although Robert Stewart's racial prejudices 
and violent behaviour were known. AI called for a 
public inquiry Into the killing and the failures of 
Feltham. as well as the compatibility with international 
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standards of detention policies and treatment of 
children and young offenders. 

I ll-treatment by police 
There were continued allegations of ill·treatment by 
police officers throughout the UK. 
a In March, Swan Me\chor. a black warehouse 
manager. was reportedly bitten by a police dog and hit 
with truncheons by police who mistakenly presumed he 
was breaking Into a bUilding. 
a In May, two Northern Ireland police officers were 
sentenced to one and two years' Imprisonment 
respectively In connection with the ill-treatment of 
Bernard Griffin in 199B. 
a InJune the Northern Ireland High Court upheld a 
decision not to prosecute RUC officers alleged to have 
ill-treated David Adams dunng his arrest in 1994. 

Impunity: Augusto Pinochet 
In January Home Secretary Jack Straw announced that 
he was considering refusingAugusto Pinochet's 
extradItIon to Spain because of his ill·health. He based 
his decision on a secret medical report by four doctors. 
The Home Secretary refused to disclose the report to 
the four countries seeking extradition until a HIgh 
Court ruling that it had been wrong to keep it secret. On 
1 March, after 17 months' detention In the UK pending 
extradition, Augusto Pinochet was allowed to return to 
Chile. (See Chile entry.) 

Child soldiers 
In November AI called on the UK to stop its policy of 
deploying under·18s In armed conflicts. Children can be 
recruited Into the armed forces from the age of 16 and 
can be deployed in the battlefield from the age of 17. In 
September the UK signed the Optional Protocol to the 
UN Children'S Convention on the Involvement of 
chtldren in armed conflict. but added a declaration 
which Al believes undermines the spirit of the Optional 
Protocol. AI urged the UK to ratify the Optional 
Protocol Without reservation. 

Samar Alami and Jawad Botmeh 
The appeal hearing held in October in the case of Samar 
Alami and Jawad Botmeh was adjourned to 1001. They 
had been sentenced to 10 years' imprisonment after 
being convicted of conspiracy to cause explosions In 
1994 in London at the Israeli embassy and Balfour 
House. AI was concerned that both during and after the 
trial they had been denied full access to crucial 
evidence, in breach of fair trial standards. 

Freedom of expression 
In May, the UN Special Rapporteur on the promotion 
and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and 
expression issued a report criticizing provisions and 
practices which limit freedom of expression in the UK. 

Charges under the OffiCial Secrets Act were brought 
against David Shayler, a former MI5 (intelligence) 
officer, who had made a series of allegations about 
misconduct by security and intelligence agencies. 
Davld Shayler returned to the UK in August from France 
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i n  order to face the charges. The editor o( The Observer 
newspaper and a journalist were also investigated 
under the OffiCial Secrets Act for publishing Davld 
Shayler's disclosures 

Charges under the Omcial Secrets Act were also 
brought against a former army general, Nlgel Wylde, 
and journalist Tony Geraghty for the book, The Irjsh 
War. Charges were dropped against the Journalist and 
in November Nigel Wylde was acquitted after the 
prosecution offered no eVidence. The book Included 
Information about computer·assisted surveillance in 
Northern Ireland. 

Refugees 
In April. a system gIVing new asylum applicants 
assistance In Ihe form of vouchers rather than cash 
came into force, as did dispersal of asylum·seekers. 
These measures immediately ran Into difficultIes, As 
predIcted by AI, there was an alarming shortfall In 
access to legal advice for dispersed asylum·seekers, 
many of whom were sent to areas where people had no 
experience of living with asylum·seekers, There was 
some very n�anve media coverage which pandered to 
racial prejudice and created a hostile environment for 
many asylum·seekers. After substantial pressure, at the 
end of September the government announced a full 
review of the voucher and support system as a whole. 

Although the majority of asylum·seekers were 
granted temporary admission pending the 
determination of their claim, about 1,000 asylum 
seekers were held in detention at any given time. 

AI country reports and visits 
Reports 
• Northern Ireland: The Killing of Patrick Finucane­

OffiCial collusion and cover-up (AI Index: EUR 
45/026/2000) 

• United Kingdom: Questions remaIn after the Inquest 
into the killing of Diarmuld O'Nelll (AI Index: EUR 
45/041 /2000) 

• United Kingdom: Deaths in custody - lack of police 
accountability (AI Index: EUR 45/04212000) 

• United Kingdom: Briefing on the Terrorism Bill 
(AI Index: EUR 45/043/2000) 

• United Kmgdom: The Regulation of Investigatory 
Powers Bill (AI Index: EUR 45/049/2000) 

• United Kingdom: Policing m Northern Ireland -A New 
Beginning? (AI Index: EUR 45/04B/2ooo) 

• United Kmgdom: U-1Bs- Child soldiers at risk (AI 
Index: EUR 45/056/2000) 

• United Kingdom: U-1Bs - Report on the recruitment 
and deployment of child soldiers (AI Index: EUR 
45/057/2000) 

Visits 
AI delegates Visited Northern Ireland in May and 
October. An AI delegate attended the mquest in February 
mto the dISputed killing of Diarmuld O'Nelll, and an AI 
delegate observed the appeal hearing in October in the 
case ofSamar Alaml and Jawad Botmeh. 
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UNITED STATES OF 

A MERICA 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Head of state and government: William Jefferson 
Clinton 
Capital: Washington D.e. 
Population: 278.3 million 
Official language: Engl ish 
Death penalty: retention,st 
2000 treaty signatures/ ratifications: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the 
r"volvementofchrldren In armed conflict; Rome Statute 
of the International Cnmlnal Court 

Police brutality, disputed shootings and ill-treatment 
in prisons and jails were reported. In May the UN 
Committee against Torture considered the initial 
report of the USA on implementation of the UN 
Convention against Torture. Eighty-five prisoners 
were executed in 14 states bringing to 683 the total 
number of people executed since 1976. Those 
executed included individuals who were children 
under 18 atthe time oftheir crimes, and the mentally 
impaired. In December it was announced that 
George W. Bush had won the November presidential 
elections. 

UN Committee againstTorture 
In May the UN Committee against Torture conSidered 
the initial report of the USA. In its conclusions and 
recommendations the Committee welcomed �the 
extensive legal prorectionR against torture and il l·  
treatment In the USA but found failings in important 
areas, many of which had been raised by AI. 

Areas of concern highl ighted by the Committee 
Included torture and ill-treatment by police and prison 
guards- much of it racially motivated: the sexual 
abuse of female prisoners by male guards; prisoner 
chain gangs; and the �excessively harsh reglme� of 
supermaxlmum security (isolation) units. The 
Committee urged the USA to abolish electro-shock stun 
belts and restraint chairs, stating that their use �almost 
invanabl( led to breaches of the Convention; and to 
cease holding juveniles and adult prisoners together. 

The Committee also recommended that the USA 
Withdraw all "reservations, Interpretations and 
understanding�( registered on Its acceptance of the 
Convention against Torture. These Included a reservation 
to Article 16 in which the USA agreed to be bound by the 
Convention only to the extent that it matched the ban on 
cruel punishment contained in the US Constitution. 

Racial discrimination 
In September the USA submitted its Initial report on 
compliance with the Convention on the Elimination of 
All Forms of Racial Discrimination, The report 
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described the protections against ractal discrimination 
under US laws and the Constitution, but acknowledged 
that discrimination perSisted in certain areas, including 
In the criminal justice system. 

Race was a factor in many of the Issues cited below, 
for example In police ill-treatment and �raclal profilinf 
In police stops and searches, in sentencing, and in the 
Juvenile justice system. 

Police brutality 
Police brutality and disputed police shootings of 
unarmed suspects were reported; a disproportionate 
number of the victims were from racial minorities. 
Many incidents of alleged abuse occurred at the end of 
vehicle pursuits, during traffic Stops, or during police 
street patrols. Several suspects died after being placed 
in dangerous restraint holds or subdued with pepper 
spray 

During the year, the US Justice Department 
investigated several police departments for patterns of 
abuses and civil rights violations, including raCism, ill­
treatment and excessive force. 
a In February, four New York Police Department 
(NYPD) officers were acquitted of all criminal charges in 
the killing In 1999 of Amadou Oiallo, an unarmed West 
African Immigrant who was shot 41 times outSide his 
home 

During 2000, a federal Justice Department 
investigation found that the NYPD's Street Crime Unit, 
to which the officers belonged, engaged in racial 
profiling-a practIce in whIch blacks and Hispanics 
were disproportionately targeted In street stops and 
searches. The Justice Department was reported to be 
negotiating with the authorities on the implementation 
of a range of reforms 10 the NYPD, including 
improvements to the disciplinary system. 
a In November the Los Angeles city authorities and 
Ihe federal government reached an agreement (known 
as a consent decree) to reform the Los Angeles Police 
Department (LAPD), following a lengthy federal 
investigation inlo systemic problems Including racism 
and excessive force. The decree mandated a range of 
measures, including a reqUIrement that the LAPD 
collect data on the ethnicity and gender of people 
subjected to traffic and pedestrIan stops and the 
establishment of an Independent monitor to oversee 
reforms. 

An investigation continued into the scandal arising 
from the LAPO's Rampart division, in which officers 
were accused of having beaten, shot. robbed and 
framed people. More than 70 current or former police 
officers were under investigation and more than 100 
criminal convictions had been thrown out, with scores 
more under review, In November, three officers were 
convicted of conspiracy and other offences Involving 
framed gang members. 
a Two New Jersey state troopers faced trial in 
connection with the 1998 shooting and wounding of 
three unarmed black and Hispanic men during a traffiC 
stop on the New Jersey Turnpike. The troopers had 
fired 11 shotsat the van In which the youths were 
travelling to college basketball trials. 
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Earlier studies, showmg that state troopers practised 
racial pronlmg, had forced the department to reform ItS 
practices and to monitor stops and searches for racial 
and ethnic bias. 
Cl In November the US Justice Department 
announced that It was investigating an alleged pattern 
of abuses involving the Prtnce George's County Police 
Department, Maryland, following a spate of police 
shootings and complaints of brutality in recent years, 
including complaints Wed by more than two dozen 
people who said they had been maimed by police dogs. 
Ruling on pepper spray 
In May a federal appeals coun reinstated a lawsuit filed 
against law enforcement agencies In Humboldt County. 
California, for swabbing liqUid pepper spray Into the 
eyes of non·violent environmentalists dUring protests 
in 1997, action which AI had said at the time was 
"tantamount to torture". The appeals court ruled there 
was evidence that the protesters had suffered 
"excruciatmg pain" and that use of pepper spray could 
m some circumstances constitute an �unreasonable use 
of force". The case was remanded to a jury for further 
proceedings. 

Torturel ill-treatment on prosons and jaIls 
Torture and ill-treatment were reported in prisons, jails 
and juvenile detention facilities. Abuses included 
beatings and excessive force; sexual misconduct; the 
misuse of electro-shock weapons and chemical sprays; 
and the cruel use of mechanical restraints, including 
holding prisoners for prolonged periods in four-point 
restraint as pumshment. Many reported abuses took 
place in isolation units or during forced removal of 
prisoners from cells ecell extractions"). 

Cruel conditions In supermaximum security 
(supermax) prisons, where prisoners are held in 
prolonged isolation, contmued to be reported. AI's 
requests to tour such facilities in I l l inois and Virginia 
were turned down by the authorities. 
e Up to 30 guards were alleged to have been 
Involved in the systematic il l-treatment of five 
prisoners in a high secumy wmg of Cook County jai!. 
Illinois, in july. It was alleged that guards kicked and 
punched the prisoners without provocation during cell 
searches and subjected them to racist abuse In 
retaliation for having reported earlier ill-treatment of 
Jail inmates. The prisoners -who were also reportedly 
beaten after they were shackled -sustained 
lacerations, brUIsing and bone fractures. A civll lawsu!t 
in the case was pending at the end of the year. 

In July, three Cook County sherifrs deputies were 
indicted on first degree murder charges for the beatmg 
of inmate Louis Schmude in a holding cell in another 
detention facility in May; he died hours later of a 
ruptured spleen. 
a In September the US Justice Department opened a 
civil rights investigation into Red Onion State Prison, 
one of two supermax prisons in Virginia where there 
had been persistent allegations of excessive use of 
force by guards, including misuse of firearms, restraints 
and electro-shock weapons. AI renewed its call for the 
suspension of the use of all electro-shock weapons In 
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Virgmia prisons following the death m Wallens Ridge 
Prison, lhe state's other supermax prison, of a diabetiC 
prisoner shocked with a stun weapon m july (see 
below). The Department of Corrections refused to ban 
the equipment and turned down a request by Al to tour 
Wallens Ridge Prison 
Abuse of incarcerated children 
Children in detention were subjected to ill-treatment 
which included the cruel use of restraints and 
prolonged isolation as punishment. Many children 
continued to be prosecuted as adults and sent to adult 
prisons where, in some states, they were not separated 
from adults and were held In inhumaneor 
inappropriate condItions. 

A study of the Juvenile justice system published In 
April. sponsored by the US Justice Department and six 
of the country's leading foundations, found that youths 
from ethniC minority groups, especially African 
Americans, were more likely to be imprisoned and to 
serve longer sentences than white youths charged with 
similar offences. 
a In February a lawsuit was filed alleging 
widespread abuse at the State Training School in 
Planklnton, South Dakota, a Juvemle detention 
facility. Children were reportedly placed In punitive 
handcuffs and shackles; forced to lie spread-eagled in 
four-point restraints for hours at a time, Including 
overnight; and girls were forCibly strlpped by male 
staff while held in four-point restraint. It was also 
alleged that children, some of them mentally i l l ,  were 
routinely held in isolation for 2] hours a day, 
sometimes for months at a time. 

In December a federal judge approved a settlement 
which placed strict hmits on the use of force and 
punishment at Plankinton. ThiS included a ban on 
restraints as punishment and the removal of four-point 
rings used to tie inmates to beds, and the setting of 
limits on the length of time children could be confined 
to cells. 
111·treatment of women prisoners 
Male guards contmued to have unsupervised access to 
women prisoners or detainees in women's prisons and 
local jails. There were allegations of sexual abuse of 
female prisoners by male staff in states IOcluding 
California, Connecticut, New York, South Carolina and 
West Virginia. Draft legislation was introduced In New 
York to ban pat-down searches of women prisoners by 
male staff. 
El Reports of ill-treatment of inmates at Wayne 
County Jail, West Virginia, Included claims that 
women prisoners were made to parade partially 
naked in front of male inmates, forced to undergo 
strip searches by male guards, fondled by male 
officers or watched while dressing. One prisoner said 
she was coerced IOto a sexual relationship with a 
guard who later resigned. There were also allegations 
of assaults by guards against both male and female 
inmates and the abusive use of pepper spray. The 
results of a Justice Department Investigation into 
al legations of federal criminal civil rights violations by 
guards at the jail were not known by the end of the 
year. 
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a I n  October a state legislative committee held 
hearmgs on il l-treatment in two Caltrornia pnsons. 
Valley State Prison for Women and the California 
Ins mute for Women. Women prisoners testified about 
medical neglect and sexual abuse by male staff. 
Deaths in prison 
a Lawrence Frazier, a diabetic, died In July after 
being restrained by guards and zapped with a 45,000 
volt electra-shock stun gun after becommg delirious 
and ·combatlve- in the Wallens Ridge Prison infirmary 
where he had been taken for hypoglycemia. Although 
the prison authorities said afterwards that a doctor had 
ruled out the stun weapon as a cause of death. this was 
discounted by many observers as the doctor had had no 
access to the autopsy results. Inquiries into the death 
were sull pending at the end of the year 
a In October a state jury acquitted a former prison 
guard on a charge of aggravated battery and coercion 
to falSify reports in the case of Frank Valdez who died In 
FlOrida State Prison in july 1999. The guard was accused 
of beating Valdez and breaking his jaw after he was 
handcuffed. Frank Valdez dled the next day after an 
altercation with four other guards whose trial on 
second-degree murder charges was stili pending at the 
end of 2000 
a In june. eight prison guards accused of staging 
·gladiator style- fights among prisoners at Corcoran 
State Prison, California, between 1989 and ]995. were 
acquitted of criminal charges after a jury trial. Guards 
had shot 31 prisoners, seven of them fatally, while 
breaking up the fights. Although the guards were 
acquitted. the state had earher been forced to change 
Its policies after an independent panel found that 80 
per cent of the shootings had been unjustified. State 
legislative hearings in 1998 had found a panern of 
brutality at the prISon. 

Death pena Ity 
In 2000, 85 prisoners were executed in 14 states, 
bringing to 683 the 10lal number executed since the US 
Supreme Court lifted a moratorium on executions In 
1976. The USA continued to violate International 
standards by using the death penalty against the 
mentally Impaired, individuals who were under 18 at 
the time of the Crime, and defendants who received 
Inadequate legal representation. 

In January, the Governor of Illinois declared a 
moratOrium on executions in his state oWing to its 
·shameful- record of wrongful convictions in capital 
cases. His decision fuelled calls for executions to be 
halted elsewhere In the country, asconcernaboul the 
fairness and reliability of the capital Justice system grew. 
The New Hampshire legislature VOted to abolish the death 
penalty, but the state govemor vetoed the blll. Amldst a 
wave of national and mternational appeals, the Governor 
of Maryland commuted the death sentence of Eugene 
Colvln-EI shonly before he was due to be executed in 
June, becauseoflingenngdoubtsabout his gUilt. In 
November, the Governor of North carolina commuted the 
death sentence of Marcus caner hours before his 
execution, after I1 years on death row The governor cited 
concern about the fairness ofMarcusCarter's trial 
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A Justice Department review of federal death 
sentences, made public in September 2000. found 
widespread geographic and racial disparities in the 
application of the federal death penalty nationwide. 
The first federal execution since 1963, scheduled to take 
place on 12 December, was stayed for SIX months by 
PreSident Clinton pending more analysis of the Justice 
Department review. 

Texas executed 40 prisoners dunng the year, a 
record In anyone year. In December, the 150th prisoner 
was executed under the five-year governorship of 
president-elect George W. Bush. 
Execution of child offenders 
Cl Chris Thomas, Steve Roach, Glen McGinnis and 
Gary Graham were executed for CrImes committed 
when they were I]. Gary Graham was put to death In 
Texas In the face of widespread national and 
International protest and serious doubts about his 
guilt. More than 80 prisoners remained on death row In 
16 states at the end of the year for crimes committed 
when they were 16 or 17. 
Execution of the mentally impaired 
a Thomas Provenzano, who was executed in Florida 
in june. suffered from paranoid schizophrenia Ajudge 
found him competent for execution despite agreeing 
that lhe pnsoner believed he was being killed because 
he was Jesus ChriSt. On 20 June, Thomas Provenzano 
was already strapped down for execution, with the 
lethal Injection needles inserted, when a court issued a 
stay. Twenty-four hours later, Thomas Provenzano was 
put through the same ordeal and executed. 
Ineffective legal assistance 
a On 27 October. the US Court of Appeals for the Fifth 
Circuit vacated a lower court ruling that death-row 
inmate Calvin Burdine should get a new trial because 
his lawyer had slept during the original proceedings. 
The State of Texas argued that it had not been proved 
that the lawyer's sleeping had rendered him ineffective, 
and the Fifth Circuit court agreed. A dissenting Judge 
deSCribed the case as one which ·shocks the 
conscience-. 
Violation of the Vienna Convention 
Cl A MeXican national, Miguel Angel Flores, was 
executed in Texas on 9 November, despite appeals for 
clemency from the Mexican and other governments. 
He was demed his treaty-based consular rights, as were 
most of the 90 foreign nationals on death row In the 
USA In November, the International Court of Justice in 
The Hague heard arguments in a case brought against 
the USA by Germany follOWing the execution of two 
German nationals in ArIZona In 1999. The Court had not 
issued a ruling by the end of 2000. 

Other concerns 
In June the parole board denied parole in the case of 
leonard Peltier. lmpnsoned since 19n for the murder 
of two FBI agents. There were concerns about the 
fairness of the proceedings leading to his conviction. In 
December PreSident Clinton announced that he was 
reviewing the case for a pOSSible pardon. AI had 
repeatedly called on President Clinton to grant 
clemency in the case. 
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Mazen AI-Najjar, a Palestinian immigrantjailed for 
more than three years on the basis of secret 
government eVidence, was released m December after 
a court ruled that a summary of that evidence, which 
purported to show hiS links with a terrorist group, was 
Insufficient to justify hiS detention. New proceedings 
had been ordered into the case by a court in May which 
found that his due process rights had been violated. AI 
called for a ban on the use of secret eVidence to detain 
people during deportatiOn proceedings. 

In August AI wrote to the government to express 
concern about the treatment (If Or Wen Ho Lee, who 
was shackled and held in solitary confinement In 
federal detention pending his trial on charges of 
leaking nuclear secrets to China. Dr Wen Ho Lee was 
released in September after pleading gUIlty to one of 
the charges againSt him; the other charges were 
dropped. 

AI country reports and visits 
Reports 
• USA: A Life in the Balance - The case of Mumia Abu­

Jamal (AI Index: AMR 51 1001 /2000) 
• USA: Fai ling the Future - Death penalty developments 

April 1998·March 2000 (Al lndex:AMR 
51 /003/2000) 

• USA: A 8riefing for the UN Committee agalnstTorture 
(AI Index: AMR 51 /056/2000) 

• USA: A call to action by the UN Committee against 
Torture (AI Index: AMR 51/107/2000 

• USA: Worlds Apart: Violations of the rights of foreign 
nationals on death row - Cases of Europeans (AI 
Index: AMR 51 /101 12000) 

• USA: Memorandum to President Clinton - An appeal 
for human rights leadership as the first federal 
execution looms (AI Index: AMR 51/1 58/2000) 

Visits 
AI delegates attended a conference on supermaxlmum 
security prisons in Washington D.e. in February, and the 
"Committing to Conscience- Conference on the abolition 
of the death penalty in San Francisco in November. 
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UR U G UAY 

EA5TERN REPUBLIC OF URUGUAY 
Head of state and government: Jorge Batlle (replaced 
Julio Marfa Sanguinetti in March) 
Capital: MontevIdeo 
Population: 3.3 million 
Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes 
2000 treaty ratifications/treaties: Optional Protocol to 
the UN Children'S Convention on the involvement of 
children in armed conflict; Optional Protocol to the UN 
Women's Convention; Rome Statute of the International 
Cnminal Court 

Steps were taken to establish the fate of people who 
"disappeared" under military governments between 
1973 and 1985. There were reports of torture and ill­
treatment 

Background 
President Jorge Batlle took office at the begmningof 
March. His rirst months in office were marked by a 
willingness to clarify the fate of those who 
�disappeared� 10 Uruguay between 1973 and 1<)85. Some 
34 people �disappeared� in Uruguay and at least 100 
Uruguayans "disappearedw in Argentina during this 
period. Thousands of people were tortured and 111-
treated under the military government in Uruguay 

In August the government established a special 
commission. the Comlsi6n para la Paz, Peace 
Commission, to clarify the fate of all those who 
"disappeared" during those years. However, the 1986 
Expiry Law, which granted exemption from punishment 
to all police and military personnel who committed 
human rights violations for political motives or to fulfil 
orders before I March 1985, prevented the perpetrators 
being brought to justice. The Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights has stated that the Expiry 
Law Violates the Amen can Convention on Human 
Rights. 

Developments in 'disappearance' cases 
e.'i In May a civil court ruled that the motherof Elena 
Ouinteros had the right to find out the whereabouts 
and circumstances in which her daughter 
·disappeared�. Elena Quinteros �disappeared· in 1976 
In Montevideo after being detained by the security 
forces inside the Venezuelan embassy where she had 
hidden. In addition, In November, a court ruled that 
those civilians who were al legedly involved In Elena 
Ouinteros' �disappearance". including the then 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, who were not covered by 
the 1986 Expiry Law, should be brought to justice. 
� The fate of Juan Gelman's granddaughter was 
established. Juan Gelman's son, Marcelo Gelman. and 
his pregnant Wife. Maria Claudia Garcia Irureta 
Goyena. both Argentine citizens, "dIsappeared" in 
Argentina in August 1976. Marcelo Gelman's body was 
discovered in 1989. In 1999 it emerged that Maria 
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Claudla Garcia had given birth to her baby at the 
Military Hospital in Montevideo 

There were continued reports that detainees were iII­
treated and tortured by police and prison guards. 
a Reports came to light that injuly 1999. four men 
and a 17-year-old boy, who had been detained by police 
on suspicion of theft. were tortured and IIHreated in 
order to force them to sign confessions, The four men 
were also reported to have been tortured and ill­
treated at the Santiago Vazquez prison 

AI country report 
• Uruguay: The -Disappeared- - One step closer to truth 

and Justice (AI Index: AMR 52/002/2000) 

UZBEKISTAN 

REPUBLIC OF UZBEKISTAN 
Head of state: Islam Karimov 
Head of government: OtkirSultanov 
C.pital: Tashkent 
Population: 24.3 million 
Official language: Uzbek 
Death penalty: retentionist 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Rome Statute of 
the International Criminal Court 

Reports of ill-treatment and torture by law 
enforcement officia Is of members of independent 
Islamic congregations or followers of independent 
imams (Islamic leaders) continued unabated. 
Hundreds o!suspected members of the banned Islamic 
party HizfHJt-rahrir, including women, were reportedly 
arbitrarily arrested and sentenced to long terms of 
imprisonment after unfair trials. Several prisoners died 
in custody, allegedly as a result of torture. There were 
at least 13 death sentences and eight executions, 
reportedly imposed after unfair trials. 

Background 
In January Islam Karimov consolidated his power after 
being re-elected President with nearly 92 per cent of 
the vote. The Organization for Security and Co­
operation in Europe (OSCE) refused to send an 
observation mission because there was no democratic 
competition. The only other candidate, a member of the 
pro-government People's Democratic Party, admitted 
to having voted for Islam Karimov. 

In August violent clashes broke out between the 
Uzbek armed forces and armed units of the banned 
opposition IslamiC Movement of Uzbekistan (JMU) 
when they tried to enter southeastern Uzbekistan from 
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neighbouring Afghanistan, Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan. In 
November the Supreme Court of Uzbekistan sentenced 
Takhlr Yuldash andJuma Namangani, the alleged 
leaders of the IMU, to death in their absence. They were 
convicted of terrorism and treason and of causing the 
death of 73 people In armed incursions and in the 
February 1999 bombings in Tashkent. Muhammad Salih, 
the exiled leader of the banned Erk Democratic Party, 
was sentenced to IS years' Imprisonment on the same 
charges, also in his absence. 

On 28 August PreSident KaTlmov granted an amnesty 
to more than 10,000 prisoners in order to mark the 
country's ninth anniversary of Independence. 
According to the chairman of the Supreme Court, there 
were no political or religious prisoners In Uzbekistan 
and the more than 2,000 prisoners convicted of antl­
state crimes or membership of illegal organizations. 
mostly suspected members of Hizb-ut-Tahrirwho did 
not qualify for the amnesty. were criminals. 

Reports of ill-treatment and torture by law 
enforcement officials of members of independent 
IslamiC congregations or followers of independent 
Imams continued. Hundreds of suspected members of 
Hizb-ut-Tahnr, including women, were reportedly 
arbitrarily arrested and sentenced to long terms of 
imprisonment after tTlals that fell far short of 
international fair trial standards. The courts were 
reported to have systematically failed to investigate or 
take into account allegations of tOrture. 

Defendants accused of non-political criminal 
activities were also reported to have been tortured and 
ill-treated in detention in order to make them confess. 
a In  July the presiding judge at Tashkent Regional 
Court reportedly dismissed al legations of torture by IS 
members of Hizb-ut-Tahrircharged with distributing 
leanets and call ing for the overthrow of the 
constitutional order, even after one of the accused 
took off his shirl lo show the court the injuries and 
bruises he had sufrered. He was also said to have 
shown a hole in his foot which he had received as a 
result of being beaten with a nail fixed to a plank of 
wood. Other co-accused claimed to have been raped. 
tortured with electric shocks, violently beaten and 
threatened with murder in order to force them to 
confess. 
Deaths in custody 
Human rights groups reported several cases of deaths 
in custody as a result of torture or il l-treatment by law 
enforcement personnel. 
a In March, the family of 33-year-old Nemat 
Karimov, who was serving a 20-year sentence 10 Navoy 
prison camp In connection with the February 1999 
Tashkent bombings, was informed of his death. The 
prison authorities reportedly did not disclose the 
cause of death. When the body was prepared for 
burial. it was al legedly discovered that the left-hand 
side of Nemat Karimov's face was disfigured, his nose 
twisted, hiS upper Up broken. and there was a hole in 
the middle of his skull. There were reportedly also 
injunes to his legs. 

Amnesty Intemlltionllt Report 2001 



Prisoner of conscience Makhbuba Kasymova 
Makhbuba Kasymova, a member of the Independent 
Human Rights Organization of Uzbeklstan (NOPCHU), 
was sentenced to five years' imprisonment in July 1999 
for �concealing a crime" and "misappropriation of 
funds" after a grossly unfair three·hour trial described 
by human rights monitors as a "farce". In August 1999 
Tashkent City Court turned down Makhbuba 
Kasymova's appeal againSt her sentence after a hearing 
lasting 14 minutes, at which she was not present. An 
appeal lodged by her lawyer with the Supreme Court 
was still pending at the end of 2000. 

Makhbuba Kasymova. who was held in Tashkent City 
Prison, was reported to be suffering from heart 
problems. In August NOPCHU reported that she 
qualified for release under the presidential 
independence anniversary amnesty, and would 
probably be released at the end of September. On 6 
October Makhbuba Kasymova's daughter was told by 
the director ofTashkent Women's Colony that her 
mother had committed three offences against pnson 
rules which was enough to disqualify her from the 
amnesty. Makhbuba Kasymova claimed that the 
offences had been fabricated in order to prevent her 
from being released. On 22 December Makhbuba 
Kasymova was unexpectedly released from prison. 

Possible prisoners of conscience 
Mamadali Makhmudov, a writer, and Muhammad 
Bekzhon, a brother of Erk Democratic Party leader 
Muhammad Salih, were reported to have been secretly 
transferred to Yaslik prison In April. AI had previously 
expressed concern at reports of prison camps in 
remote areas of Uzbekistan where the overwhelming 
majority of prisoners were members of Independent 
IslamiC congregations accused of supporting the 
banned Islamic opposition. The existence of one of 
these prison camps- Yaslik - located in former Soviet 
army barracks in the Karakalpakstan Autonomous 
Republic (a desert area southwest of the Aral Sea), was 
independently confirmed in 1999. Conditions were said 
to be cruel. inhuman and degrading, with prisoners 
being denied adequate drinking water while doing 
forced labour. The camp may also be situated in a 
chemically or biologically contaminated area. 
UnoHicial sources estimated that at least 20, and 
possibly as many as )8, prisoners died in Yaslik in 1999 
and 2000 as a result of torture and poor conditions. 

Mamadali Makhmudov was reported to have faced 
punitive treatment, Including being forced to Sit 
crouching for extended periods with his hands behind 
his head. He was said to have lost a lot of weight and to 
be suffering from pain in his chest, sides and back. He 
had apparently not been given access to appropriate 
food or medical care and had fainted on several 
occasions, In early July the Ministry of Internal Affairs 
denied ,ha' Mamadali Makhmudov had suffered ill­
treatment and that his health was deteriorating 
However, later that month he was reportedly urgently 
transferred to the medical wing ofTashkent prison. His 
relatives were nOt informed of hiS whereabouts until 
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On 18 August 1999, after a trial which fell far short of 
international standards, Tashkent Regional Court 
sentenced Muhammad Bekzhon, Mamadall 
Makhmudov and their co-accused, Yuslf Ruzimuradov, 
Rashid Bekzhon, Kobil Diyarov and Negmat Sharlpov, to 
prison terms of between eight and 15 years. All six men 
were reportedly tortured in pre-trial detention, in 
order to force them to confess to fabricated charges 
and to Incriminate Muhammad Salih. 

The death penalty 
AI learned of at least I) death sentences and eight 
executions during 2000, but believed the actual 
number 10 be much higher. Many of these sentences 
were handed down in connection with the February 
1999 bomb explosions in Tashkent and subsequent 
armed clashes between law enforcement forces and 
al leged members of the IMU, AI was concerned at the 
number of al legations that international fair trial 
standards were violated in capital punishment cases. In 
particular, victims claimed that they were convicted on 
the basis of confessions made as a result of torture. 

In July the general procuracy confirmed that 19 death 
sentences handed down In 1999 for alleged 
involvement in the Tashkent bombings had been 
carried out. 

In 2000 at least four death sentences were 
commuted. The death sentences passed In November 
1999 on two young musicians, Arsen Arutyunyan and 
Danis Slrazhev, were commuted to 15 years' 
Imprisonment on )1 March by the Presidium of the 
Supreme Court ofUzbekistan. 
New death sentences 
a In June AI learned that the Supreme Court of 
Uzbekistan had upheld the death sentences of Oybek 
and Uygun Ruzmetov, Shikhnozor Yakubov, Sardor 
Allayarov and Utkir Yusupov. The five men had been 
sentenced to death by Tashkent Regional Court in July 
1999 for planning to blow up a water reservoir, 
attempting to overthrow the constitutional order and 
setting up an IslamiC state, According to the mother of 
Oybek and Uygun Ruzmetov, law enforcement officers 
planted cartridges in Oybek Ruzmetov's room the day 
before they arrested the brothers in December 1998. In 
February 1999 the police were reported to have briefly 
detained their mother and father and humiliated them 
by forcing them to undress and taking them handcuffed 
and in theIr underwear to see theIr sons. Oybek and 
Uygun Ruzmetov reportedly told theIr parents that they 
had been tortured in detention and that law 
enforcement officers had threatened to arrest their 
parents and rape Uygun Ruzmetov's wife. AI also 
received unconfirmed reports that Shikhnozor Yakubov 
had died of beatings In prison in October 1999. 
a On 14 May Polvonnazar Khodzhayev was 
sentenced to death by Tashkent Regional Court for 
attempting to overthrow the constitutional order of 
Uzbekistan in order to create an Islamic state. 
According to the non·governmental lnternational 
organization Human Rights Watch, his trial did not 
meet International fair trial standards. The co-

September. He was reported to be In a cntical condition. accused were sentenced to prison terms ranging from 
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14 to 24 years' lmprisonment. In September the 
Supreme Court turned down his appeal against his 
death sentence. A petition for clemency was believed 
to be still pending with the President at the end of the 
year Polvonnazar Khodzhayev had been detamed in 
the Russian town of Sa mar a on sApril by Russian 
officials and handed over to Uzbek law enforcement 
officers. 

Reportedly. in the first quarter of 1999 orficers of 
the Khorezm Internal Affairs Department had 
frequently questioned Polvonnazar Khodzhayev's 
parents about the whereabouts of their sons, who 
were suspected of links with Islamist armed groups 
In April 1999 Polvonnazar Khodzhayev's father. 
AZlmboy Khodzhayev, was arrested, al legedly in place 
of his sons. Three days earlier President Karimov had 
reportedly said that he would issue a decree allowing 
for the arrest of a suspect's father If a son Involved In 
�rellglous extremlsm� could not be found. In June 
1999 Azimboy Khodzhayev was sentenced to eight 
years' lmprlsonment on reportedly fabricated 
charges of �il legal possession of narcotics· Only two 
weeks after the trial he was said to have died In 
custody In Yaslik prison camp. The family reportedly 
received a death certificate but was not allowed to 
see hiS body. 
Executions 
a Dmltry Chikunov was sentenced to death for 
premeditated, aggravated murder by Tashkent Regional 
Court on 11 November 1999 He alleged that In pre-trial 
detention he had been beaten unconscious. nearly 
asphyxiated with a gas mask over his head and that 
police had threatened to rape his mother unless he 
confessed. AI was not aware of any IOvestigation of 
these allegations. His appeal agamst his death sentence 
was rejected by the Supreme Court on 24January and 
he was executed on 10 July. The news was given to his 
mother when she went to visit him In Tashkent prison 
on I2July. 
a SIX men sentenced to death by the Supreme Court 
on 28 June 1999 for their part In the February 1999 
bombings In Tashkent were reportedly executed at the 
beginning of January. The defendants had been 
accused of belongmg to extremist religious 
organizations which advocated ajfhad(holy war) to 
overthrow the constitutional order in Uzbeklstan and 
the assassination of PreSident Karimov. There were 
reports that the defendants had been beaten or 
otherwise ill-treated in pre-trfal detenuon and forced 
under duress to give false evidence. Human rights 
monitors had expressed concern that fair trial 
standards. although promIsed by the authOrities, had 
not been respected. The defendants had reportedly 
been denied the right to a lawyer of their own chOice 
and there were allegations that the defence lawyers 
did not represent the defendants' interests. Accordmg 
to Human Rights Watch, there was no presumption of 
innocence and the prosecution failed to present any 
solid eVidence to prove the defendants gUilty. The 
European Union condemned the executions and urged 
Uzbeklstan to Introduce a moratorium on the death 
penalty. 
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AI country reports 
• Uzbekistan: Ismail Adylov - Human rights defender 

and prisoner of conscience (AI Index: EUR 
62/002/2000) 

• Uzbeklstan: Makhbuba Kasymova - Human rights 
defender and pnsoner of conscience (AI Index: EUR 
62/004/2000) 

VENEZUELA 

BOLlVARIAN REPUBLlC OFVENEZUELA 
Head of state and government: Hugo Chavez Frtas 
Capital: Caracas 
Population: 24.1 million 
Official language: Spanish 
Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children'S Convention on the 
involvement of children In armed conflict; Optional 
Protocol to the UN Women's Convention; Rome Statute 
of the International Criminal Court 

Several people were reported to have "disappeared" 
or been extrajudicially executed by the security forces 
during rescue operations following catastrophic 
floods in December 1999. Scores of cases of torture 
and ill-treatment were reported. Chronic prison 
overcrowding was eased by the release of prisoners 
awaiting trial, but prison conditions remained poor. 
Hundreds ofprisone" were killed during the year, the 
majority by fellow inmates. Hundreds of refugees 
fleeing political violence in Colombia were denied a 
proper hearing to determine if they would be at risk if 
returned to their country. 

Background 
In July, Hugo Chavez Frias of the Movimienro de la V 
Republica (MVR), Movement of the Fifth Republic, was 
re-elected President. The MVR also won an outright 
majority in congress. High crime rates continued to 
generate debate. In June the Ministry of the Interior 
and Justice proposed a bill reforming the Criminal Code 
of Criminal Procedures (COPP). which would give the 
police Wider powers to detain Criminal suspects 
WIthout a Judicial order. Critics of the bill argued that it 
was unconstitutional and violated international human 
rights standards. In November the National Assembly 
approved a law allowing PreSident Chavez to govern by 
decree for a period of 12 months. The law included 
matters affecting the administration of criminal justice. 

Human rights and the Vargas floods 
In late December 1999. the state ofVargas suffered 
torrential rain and noods in which up to 50.000 people 
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died. In the aftermath of the disaster, Journalist 
Vanessa Davles and the human rights organization 
Provea published reports claiming that several people 
had "disappearecr or been extrajudicially executed by 
members of the secunty forces in Vargas. President 
Hugo Chavez reacted by calling on witnesses to come 
forward, but accused Provea of publishmg a ·suspiclous 
and superficial" report. Within a week the Offices of the 
Attorney General and of the Ombudsman announced 
that they had opened investigations into the 
al legations. By the end of the year only one person had 
been brought to justice and convicted for these 
violations. 
a Marco Amonlo Monasterio and Oscar Jose Stanco 
Romero "disappeared" on 21 December 1999. dunng the 
nood rescue operatiOns. They were reportedly 
detained by the army In the neighbourhood ofValle del 
Pino and transferred into the custody of the 
Directorate of Intelligence and Criminal Prevention 
Services (DISIP). By the end of the year their 
whereabouts had not been established. Jose FrancIsco 
Rivas Fernandez and Roberto Hernandez apparently 
suffered a Similar fate. Luis Rafael Bastardo was 
extrajudicially executed on 25 December. A National 
Guard corporal admitted to shooting him deliberately 
and was sentenced in September to 10 years in prison. 

Torture and ill-treatment continued to be reported; 
most cases Involved police officers beaung victims. 
a In August Ronny Yosmar Aqulno and Alexis 
Medina, two lransgendered friends, were detained 
wlthout ajudicial order in the city of Valencia, 
Carabobo state. They were reportedly forced to 
undress in the street and severely beaten. They were 
then held in incommunicado detention without access 
to a lawyer. doctor or their families. The detentions 
took place in the context of a campaign of intimidation 
directed at the transgendered community, during which 
Jose Luis Nieves was fatally shot on 29 July while 
recovering from wounds inflicted In an earlier shooting 
bya state police officer. 

Prison conditions 
The authorities claimed that the perennial crisis of 
overcrowding in Venezuela's prisons had been 
ameliorated as a result of the implementation of the 
COPP in July 1999 which allowed for the conditional 
release of prisoners awaiting trial. 

In March the vice-president of the government's 
Commission on the Functioning and Restructuring of 
the Judicial System claimed that the prison population 
had been reduced from 25,000 to some 14,000 
inmates. and that inmate killings had diminished. 
However, 460 prisoners were reported to have been 
killed by guards or fellow prisoners between October 
1999 and September 2000. a small reduction 
compared to the prevIous 12 months. 

In April, followmg a visit to several prisons, a 
European Union delegation was reported to have 
expressed concern about prison conditions, 
describing them as "very hard and limited, because the 
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mmates control them . .  as  It i s  the only way they can 
survive the violence-. 

Refugees 
Scores of people fleeing political violence in Colombia 
were forCibly returned. The Venezuelan authOrities 
faded to provide them with access to a full and fair 
asylum procedure to identify those at risk of human 
rights Violations. The authOrities argued that those 
fleeing the Violence were not refugees, but "displaced 
people In tranSit", and therefore did not fall within the 
terms of the U N  Refugee Convention. However, many 
of those fleeing the Violence stressed that their lives 
would be at risk if they were to return home. The UN 
High Commisioner for Refugees stated that there was a 
need for an offiCial refugee service and that it was 
collaborating with the authOrities to implement one. 

Impunity 
In March, a friendly settlement was reached between 
the government and relatives of 41 people killed by the 
security forces in November 1992 in the Retim de (atia. 
The case had been referred to the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights. Of some 300 cases of 
human rights abuses registered by local non­
governmental organizations between 1985 and 1999, 
only 40 had been resolved as a resultof judiCial 
proceedings. Of at least 200 cases of torture reported 
since 1995, In none had those responSible been brought 
to justice. The authorities failed to open a prompt 
judicial Investigation into allegations that Peru's 
Ambassador to Venezuela, army general Jullo Salazar 
Monroe, had been responsible for crimes agamst 
humanity. He returned to Peru, claiming to be suffering 
from ill health. 

AI country report 
• Venezuela: Protecting human rights - the task IS not 

yet over (AI Index; AMR 53/008/2000) 
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VIET NAM 

SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIET NAM 
Head of state: Tran Due Luong 
Head of government: Phan Van Khai 
Capital: Ha Noi 
Population: 75.1 million 
Official langu3ge: Vletnamese 
Death penalty: retention 1st 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the 
involvement of children in armed conflict 

Dozens of prisoners of conscience and possible 
prisoners of conscience remained in prison 
throughout 2000, and restrictions on released 
prisoners continued to be harsh. Political dissidents 
and religious critics of the government were 
subjected to surveillance, harassment and denial of 
basic freedoms, including freedom of expression. At 
least five possible prisoners of conscience were 
sentenced to prison terms. The government 
continued to prevent independent human rights 
monitors from visiting the country. More than 110 
people were sentenced to death and at least 12 
executions were carried out 

Background 
A reported total of 22, 597 prisoners were released under 
a special amnesty to mark two important anniversaries, 
and thousands of others had sentences reduced. No 
mformatlon was made public about whether poliucal 
prisoners were included. Only two prisoners of 
conscience were known to have been released in the 
April amnesty commemorating the 15th anniversary of 
South liberation Day. A self criticism campaign launched 
by the Communist Party in 1999 continued throughout 
the year, as did campaigns against official corruption 
and crime. A revised Criminal Code came Into effect in 
July. In the latter part of the year the country suffered 
the worst nooding In decades, resulung in the deaths of 
more than 500 people. In November PreSident Bill 
Cllnton became the first US president to visit the country 
since the Vlet Nam war. 

Death penalty 
Twenry·nine orrences ranging from national security to 
economiC crimes remained punishable by death. One 
hundred and twelve death sentences and 11  executions 
were recorded. However, the true figures were believed 
10 be much higher; the authorities did not make public 
full information on the death penalty. Most of the 
reported death sentences were imposed for drug 
trarficking. Seven death sentences were recorded for 
economic offences such as fraud and forgery. 
Executions are carried out by firing squad, sometimes 
in public. It was common for relatives not to be 
informed of executions beforehand, but 10 be asked to 
collect belongings a few days after execution. 
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InJuly changes to theCodeofCnminal Procedure 
came into effect which allowed death sentences on 
pregnant women or breast· feeding mothers of children 
aged up to )6 months to be changed to life imprisonment. 
a Nguyen Thi Hiep, a 41·year·old Canadian national 
of Vietnamese origin, was executed in April. She had 
been sentenced to death in April 1997 on charges of 
drug trafficking. Her 7J·year·old mother, arrested with 
her in 1996, was sentenced to life Imprisonment. The 
Canadian authorities called for a review of the sentence 
to take mto account eVidence gathered by Canadian 
police authorities that both women had been 
unwittingly used as couriers by a major drugs nng. 
Despite indlcauons that the Vietnamese authorities 
would review the evidence, Nguyen Thi Hlep was 
executed without any advance notice. Her mother was 
subsequently granted an amnesty. 

Prisoners of conscience 
Dozens of prisoners of conscience and possible 
prisoners of conscience continued to be detained for 
their political beliefs and religious affiliations. Many 
were elderly and in poor health. 
a Slxty·elght·year·old Professor Nguyen Dmh Huy, 
the founder and president of the "Movement to Unite 
the People and Build Democracy·, COntinued to be held 
in prison camp Z)oA, in Dong Nal provmce, for his 
peacerul political activities. He had been arrested in 
November 199) and sentenced to 15 years' 
imprisonment in Augusl l995 after trying to organize a 
conference about human rights and democracy in Ho 
Chi Minh City. He had preVIously spent 17 years in 
detention Without charge or triaL 
a Reverend Pham Ngoc lien (Tri), a 59·year·old 
Roman Catholic monk, was one of three members of the 
banned Congregation of the Mother Coredemptrlx who 
remained In detention. He was arrested in May 1987 
and sentenced to 20 years' imprisonment in connection 
with his religious activities. He was reportedly in poor 
health. 

Trials 
At least five possible prisoners of conscience were tfled 
and sentenced for activities relating to the practice of 
their religion. Trials routinely fell short of international 
standards. 
a In September, five members of the Hoa Hao 
BuddhiSt Church were sentenced to between one and 
three years' imprisonment for "using religion to abuse 
democratic rights and freedoms". Truong Van Thuc, 
Nguyen Chau lang, Tran Van Be cao, Tran Nguyen Huon 
and le Van Nhuom were arrested In March in An Giang 
province after reportedly complaining to the central 
authorities about abuses by local authorities. 

Harassment of government critics 
Political and religiOUS dissidents, including former 
prisoners or conscience, continued to face harassment 
and restrictions on their peaceful activities by the 
authorities 
a Thich Ouang Do, a 7)·year·old former prisoner of 
conscience and Secretary General of the unofficial 
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Unified Buddhist Church of Vlet Nam (UBCV), 
remained under surveillance at his monastery In Ho 
Chi Mmh City with harsh restrictions on his activities 
and movements. In October he and several other 
UBCV members attempted to deliver relief to victims 
of the severe floods in the Mekong Delta. They were 
slopped by the authorities on arrival in An Giang 
province and prevented from carrying out the relief 
distribution, which the authorities stated should only 
be done through official channel� However, a second 
attempt to carry out an aid mission in November was 
allowed to go ahead. In 1995 Thich Ouang Do had been 
sentenced to five years' imprisonment after 
protesting about the arrest of UBCV members who 
attempted to carry out a similar rehef mission to 
nood victims in 1994. He had been released under an 
amnesty in 1998. 

Denia l of access 
AI continued to receive no response from the 
governmem to correspondence about human rights 
violations. Domestic human rights monitoring was not 
permitted and no access was given to Independent 
human rights monitors. 

AI country report 
• Socialist Republic olViet Nam: The death penalty ­

recent developments (Al l ndex: ASA 41 /001 / 2000) 

YEMEN 

REPUBLIC OFYEMEN 
Head 01 state: 'Ali 'Abdullah Saleh 
Head 01 government: 'Abd al-Karim 'Ali al-Iryan; 
Capital: Sana'a 
Population: 1B.1 million 
Official language: Arabic 
Death penalty: retentionist 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Rome Statute of 
the International Crim::.in

:::
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Political activists, including prisoners of conscience, 
were detained and court proceedings continued 
against several journalists in an apparent attempt to 
harass them for criticizing the government Torture 
and deaths in custody were reported, The judicial 
punishment olflogging continued to be imposed, At 
least 13 people were executed and scores, possibly 
hundreds, were under sentence of death at the end 
012000, 

Background 
In August the governmem submitted to parliament a 
proposal to amend the Constitution. The proposed 
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amendments included extending the term of office of 
the president from five to seven years and of 
parliament from four to SIX years. The government also 
proposed the establishment of a consultative council 
(Maj/is aJ-Shura) of I I I  members apPOinted by the 
president. The proposed amendments were approved 
by the parliament in November and were expected to 
be the subject of a referendum in early 2001. 

In al-Oala' two people. a soldier and a child, were 
reportedly killed in February and May respectively. The 
killings occurred amid ongoing tensions and protests 
calling for the demilitarization of the area. the 
integration of former South Yemenl soldiers Into the 
army, and the release of detainees. 

Scores of people were reportedly killed in clashes 
between armed tribes, and between tflbeS and the 
security forces In different parts of the country. In July 
and August, 39 people were reportedly killed dUring 
clashes between the Wailah and Oalim tribes near the 
border with Saudi Arabia. At least three people. 
including a child. were killed in July during clashes 
between the Al Zayidi tribe and the military In Mareb 
governorate. The clashes followed the kidnapping of 
mil itary officers by tribesmen. Scores of residents fled 
their homes, reportedly after the area was bombarded 
by the Yemeni army. The village of Mlsrakh. in Ta'iz 
governorate. was also reportedly shelled by the Yemeni 
army in July follOWing clashes between reSidents and 
army units arising from a land dispute. Confrontations 
with the military also occurred In Kud Oru. near Aden, 
In September. after local people prevented a contractor 
from digglngslones from a mountain, the ownership of 
which was claimed by the Kud Oru tribe. More than 200 
people were reported to have ned the area in fear of 
their lives. Reports suggested that some people may 
have died as a result of excessive use of force by 
members of the security forces. 

In October, 17 US sailors were killed and 35 wounded 
when a bomb exploded on a US destroyer in the port of 
Aden. Around 100 people were detained by the Yemenl 
authOrities for questioning; most were released after a 
brief period In detention. Members of the US Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) travelled to Yemen to take 
part in the investigation but it was not known whether 
they were involved in the interrogation of the 
detainees. No information was available as to how 
many people remained held by the end of the year 

A total of 17 people were reported to have been 
abducted by tribesmen In seven incidents. In most 
cases the abductors demanded that the government 
improve local services and amenities. 

Political prisoners and prisoners of conscience 
Hundreds of people were arrested and detained on 
political grounds In different parts of the country but 
particularly In the southern regions. Some arrests took 
place after clashes with the security forces. others after 
what appeared to have been peaceful protests against 
government poliCies. Some of those detamed were 
prisoners of conscience. 
a In July Mohamed 'Omar Haji, a 27-year-old Somali 
national, was put on trial for converting la Christianity 
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from Islam, an offence which is punishable by death. He 
was arrested and detained several times by police 
officers who allegedly beat him and threatened to kill 
him to force him to repent. In September the Yemeni 
authorities stated that Mohamed 'Omar Hajl had left 
Yemen, but did not specify for which country. 
Cl Up to 150 people were reportedly detained in the 
al-Oala' governorate at the begmning of 2000 following 
prQ[ests and clashes between residents and the 
secUrity forces. The detainees were said to have 
included children as young as seven. It was not known 
if the detainees remained held at the end of the year. 
B On 26 August, four members of the Yemen Socialist 
Party (YSP)- 'Ali Munser Muhammad, Yassine Ahmad 
Saleh, Ahmad Belghailh 'Othman and Ahmad 
Muhammad Ana'am - were reportedly arrested in Aden 
for participating in a YSP meeting. They were detained 
for several days and then released without charge. 
a At least 100 people, Including children, were 
reportedly detained following armed clashes in Kud Oru 
in September. Among the children who were detained 
were lo-year-old Mehdl Fadhl Hadl and eight-year--old 
Muhammad Fadhl Had!, It was not known how many of 
those detained remained held at the end of the year. 
a At least I) political prisoners, suspected members 
of the former aJ-jabha aJ-Wacanlya al-DJmuqratiya. 
National Democratic Front, an opposition organization 
in the former Yemen Arab Republic, remained In prison. 
They had been arrested in the 1980s and most had been 
under sentence of death since 1986. 
a At the beginning of April, the Supreme Court upheld 
the jail sentences of five United Kingdom (UK) nationals 
who were part of a group of 10 individuals, including two 
Algerian nationals, convicted of forming an armed gang 
and possessing weapons. The defendants alleged that 
they had signed their confeSSions under tonure, but it 
was not clear whether the Supreme Court took this into 
account when considering the case. No investigation 
into their allegations of torture was known to have been 
carnedout. 
a 'Omar Ibrahim Dagah was released without charge 
at the beginning of January. He had been arrested in 
AuguSt 1999 In connection with an explosion in Aden 
and held in Incommunicado detention for several 
months. His family was never al lowed to visit him in 
prison and his case never went to court. 

Harassment of journalists 
legal proceedings continued against several leading 
Journalists and newspaper editors for articles they had 
written or published. 
a In May Hlsham Basharahil, editor-In-chief of the 
newspaper al-Ayyam, was accused of having caused 
Wdamage to national unityw following an interview with 
UK-based Islamist activist Abu Hamza al-Masri. Days 
later, in the second case to be brought against him 
within a week, Hlsham Basharahil was charged with 
provoking tribal and religious strife by publishing an 
article that criticized the demolition of an old synagogue 
in Aden. In june he was also summoned for questioning, 
for a third time, by the General Prosecution Office In 
Aden for publishing a news item entitled "Prisoner 
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anempts to commit suicide" legal proceedings agamst 
him were continuing at the end of the year. 

Torture/ ,II-treatment 
Torture and Ill-treatment were reported. One prisoner 
reportedly died in custody as a result of torture. 
a In August Sabah SeifSalem, a pregnant Yemen I 
woman, reportedly died while detained in the al-'Udaln 
district of Ibb. She had allegedly been tortured in order 
to force her to confess to adultery. No Investigation 
into the circumstances surrounding her death was 
known to have taken place. 

Death penalty 
Scores, possibly hundreds, of people were believed to 
be under sentence of death or facing trial for capital 
offences at the end of 2000. At least I) people were 
executed. 
a Salih 'All Ahmad al-Kabdi, who had been convicted 
of murder, was reportedly executed in October in a 
public square In al-Hawtah in front of a large crowd. 
Some local reSidents were said to have protested 
against the use of the square for executions because of 
the psychological effect on patients In a nearby 
hospital and children. 
a At the end of the year, a response from the Yemeni 
government Informed AI that the Supreme Court had 
referred the case ofFuad 'All Mohsen al-Shahari to the 
appeal court In Ta'iz. His case was pending before the 
Supreme Court; the death sentence against him had 
been upheld by the court of appeal. Fuad 'All Moh,en al­
Shahari had been convicted of the murder of a captain in 
the Political Security Department. He had been 
sentenced to death by the Court of First Instance ," Ta'iz 
on 12 November 1996 after an unfair trial. He had been 
held incommunicado for about a month and allegedly 
tortured and ill-treated in order to force him to confess 
to the murder. Key defence witnesses were reportedly 
intimidated to prevent them from testifying in the case. 

flogging 
People continued to be sentenced to flogging for 
offences of a sexual nature, for the consumption of 
alcohol and for slander. 
a In May, Yemen's Supreme Court reportedly upheld 
the sentence of 80 lashes imposed on journalist 'Abd ai­
jabbar Sa'ad. He had been sentenced for accusing 
Sheikh 'Abdel Majid Zendani, president of the central 
committee of the main Islamist opposition party, aJ­
IsJah. of adultery In an article published in the weekly 
newspaper a/-Shura. Thecourt also banned him from 
working as ajournalist for a year, ordered the closure 
of al-Shura for six months, and ordered him to pay 
damages to Sheikh Zendant. It was not known If the 
nogging was carried out during the year. 

'Disappearances' 
The fate of hundreds of people who had �disappeared� 
in Yemen since the late 1960S remained unknown. 
Undertakings made by the government to investigate 
the cases of those who had wdisappeared- since 1994 
were apparently not Implemented. 
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YU GOSLAVIA 
(FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF) 

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF YUGOSLAVIA 
Head of state: Vojislav K05tunica (replaced Slobadan 
Milolevit In October) 
Head of government: Zoran 2i�it (replaced Momir 
Bulatovit in October) 
Capital: Belgrade 
Population: 10.6 million 
Official language: Serbian 
Death penalty: retentionist 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Rome Statute of 
the International Criminal Court 

The period preceding the election of a new president 
and the establishment of a new government from 
October saw an increase in the frequency and severity 
of reported human rights violations within the 
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY). The majority of 
these violations were directed at opposition activists, 
independent journalists and conscientious objectors 
to military service. They included arbitrary detention, 
il'·treatment, unfair trials and prosecutions on 
political grounds. Hundreds ofethnicAlbanian 
prisoners transferred from Kosovo when Serbian and 
Yugoslav forces withdrew were sentenced to prison 
terms after unfair trials. Some may have been 
prisoners of conscience. Many reported ill-treatment 
ortorture during detention. The frequency of such 
violations was reduced dramatically following the 
adventof a new government, but cases of police ill­
treatment continued to be reported. All four prisoners 
of conscience identified by AI had been released by 
the end of 2000. At least three death sentences were 
passed although no executions were carried out 
In Kosovo. the UN Interim Administration in Kosovo 
(UNMIK) and NATO�ed peacH<eeping force (KFOR) 
continued to grapple with enormous problems in 
fulfilling their missions. UNMIK was headed by a 
Special Representative ofthe UN Secretary-General 
who had executive authority in Kosovo. Some 
progress was made during 2000, but the human 
rights situation remained very unsatisfactory. At least 
3,300 people remained unaccounted for in Kosovo. 
Many had been the victims ofotdisappearances" after 
detention by the Serbian police or had been abducted 
by armed ethnic Albanians. 

Torture/ ,II-treatment 
Members of opposition parties and of the �Otpo" 

rResistance�) movement, a loosely organized 
oPPosItion group with a largely student and youth 
membership, were frequently detained by police 
officers and questioned about their activities. Some 
were beaten or otherwise ill-treated during their 
detention. During demonstrations in Belgrade on 17 and 
18 May against the extension of state control to the 
independent Studio Btelevision station. police used 

Amnesty Intern.don.' Repot12001 

yue 

batons and tear gas to break up the crowd. Dozens of 
protesters were Injured. Opposition demonstrations 
throughout the country calling for the resignation of 
President Slobodan MiloSevic were generally held 
peacefully and without police Intervention, but on 
several occasions police beat and injured 
demonstrators. 

Following the change of government, a number of 
police officers accused of Involvement in incidents of 
i1Hreatment were transferred to other duties, but no 
independent Investigations Into the majority of these 
incidents had taken place by the end of 2000. Police ill­
treatment of detainees continued to be reported 
following the change of government, but to a lesser 
degree. 
a On 2) March Nenad Simonovic was beaten 
unconscious by police and private security guards 
during an Otpordemonstratlon In the provincial wwn 
of Kragujevac. He returned home after medical 
treatment and was visited by men in civilian clothes 
who threatened to kill him if he did not SlOP hiS 
activities. 
a On 8 September Milos Kitanovic and five others 
who had been called to the police station in Vladitin 
Han for informal questioning were prevented from 
leaVing by three drunken police officers. The six men 
were beaten on the head, body and soles of the feet, 
strangled with a rope, and forced to remain in a 
squatting position and beaten if they moved. They were 
released the following day. The police officers involved 
were reportedly transferred to other duties. 

Ethnic Albanian prisoners 
Trials of ethnic Albanian prisoners transferred to 
Serbia from jails In Kosovo when Serb and Yugoslav 
forces withdrew from the province in 1999 continued. 
Many were convicted of ·terrorism� although the 
eVidence against them was inadequate and 
circumstantial, or consisted solely of confeSSions which 
they repudiated during trial because they had been 
extracted under torture. Many remained injail at the 
end of 2000, along with others previously convicted of 
similar offences. although some were released having 
served their sentences or after being sentenced to a 
period eqUivalent to time already held. Some had their 
sentences reduced to time served, following appeal, 

At the end of 2000, around 800 remained in prison, 
of whom around 600 had been tried for political 
offences. Others, including minors, had been held in 
detention for up to 18 months without a judicial order, 
in contravention of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 
before being released without charge following the 
change of government. 
a Prisoner of conscience Flora Brovlna, serving a 
sentence of 12 years' imprisonment on charges of 
�terrorism�. was released on I November. 
a On 22 May, 14) ethniC Albanians were sentenced to 
between seven and I) years' imprisonment on 
terrorism charges by the Ni� district court after a 
grossly unfair trial which violated both FRY law and 
international standards. Irregularities in the pre-trial 
procedures were followed by a hearing in which the 
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main eVidence was the results of a test for gunpowder 
traces. This test Is widely regarded as unreliable. 
Reportedly, no eVidence was presented (0 suggest that 
the defendants had been involved in the particular 
incidents for which they were sentenced. 

Freedom of expression 
Independent media companies andJournallsls were 
heavtly fined for libel under the law of public 
information, which fails to meet international 
standards on freedom of expression. On 29 December 
key articles of the law were pronounced 
unconstitutional. 

On 17 May the government look control of the 
Independent Belgrade television station Studio Band 
Installed a new editorial team. A number of other 
Independent radiO and television stations were closed 
on the grounds that they had failed to obtain 
broadcasting licences. Studio Bwas returned to the 
control of Its owners follOWing the November elections. 
a Prisoner of consCience NebojSa Risticwas released 
on 17 March, 26 days before the end of hiS one-year 
sentence fordissemlnatlng false information. 
a Journalist Zoran Lukovit was Imprisoned on 15 
August on charges of disseminating false Information, 
and was adopted by AI as a prisoner of conscience. He 
was released after being pardoned on 21 October. 
a Journalist Miroslav Filipovlt was sentenced to 
seven years' imprISonment on 26 July. on charges of 
espionage and disseminating false information, 
apparently for publishing articles on the Internet about 
the conflict in Kosovo. one of which contained eye­
witness accounts of human rights violations committed 
by Serbian and FRY forces. Much of the trial. which 
allegedly involved ·state secrets�. was held behind 
closed doors. No details of the charges and evidence 
against Miroslav Filipovit were made public. He was 
transrerred to hospital. suffering from heart problems. 
In August but returned to Jail in September despite the 
risk [0 his health. The sentence was overturned by the 
Supreme Military Court In Belgrade on 10 October. and 
he was released. The case was returned to the Military 
Court In Nis for a retrial. 

Conscientious objectors and deserters 
DUring the early part of 2000, prosecutions of 
conscientious objectors and those who had evaded 
military service continued. By the end of November all 
those serving sentences for refusing or evading military 
service had been released, Those who had fled the 
country or gone into hiding remained at fISk of 
prosecution. Although the Introduction of an amnesty 
law covering such cases was announced. it was not 
brought before parliament. Provisions for alternative 
civilian service failed to meet internallonal standards. 

War crimes 
The Serbian and federal governments failed to 
cooperate with the International Criminal Tribunal for 
the former Yugoslavia in arresting and handing over to 
the custody of the Tribunal individuals Indicted for 
Violations of International humanitarian law. These 
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included former Federal President Slobodan Milosevlt 
and four members or former members of the Serbian 
and federal governments. 

The death penalty 
The death penalty remained in force for aggravated 
murder In both the Serbian and Montenegnn Criminal 
Codes. although it was finally abolished in the federal 
criminal code in 1993. At least three men were 
sentenced to death during 2000. No executions have 
been carried out since 1992. but more than 20 people 
remained in jail under sentence of death. 

Kosovo 
Violence continued to plague Kosovo; many murders or 
other Violent incidents had ethnic or political 
motivations. Members of minonty groups were 
frequently the victims of violence, mainly Serbs. Roma 
or Muslim Slavs. but also ethnic Albanians In areas with 
a sizeable Serb population. There were also political 
killings of prominent ethnic Albanians representing 
moderate political positions. It was rare for the 
perpetrators of killings to be apprehended. or for 
rp.sponsibility for killings to be admitted by any 
organization. 

Security. particularly for minorities. depended 
largely on the presence of KFOR troops. Police 
investigations were carried out by an international 
police force under UNMIK. 

International offiCials. international police officers 
and soldiers operatIng under UNMIK and KFOR were 
responsible for violations of the rights of pre-tnal 
detainees, and there were also some al legations of 111-
treatment. KFOR allegedly shot and kil led men on 
several occasions; in at least one case there were 
questions about the lawfulness of the killing. 
The killing of Avni Hajredini 
EthniC Violence erupted In and around the town of 
Mltrovica in the north of Kosovo In February. About 13 
people were killed. So Injured and 1.500 forced to nee 
their homes in a series of incidents. KFOR soldiers 
struggled to maintain law and order. In one incident 
during the Violence, KFOR troops were shot and 
Injured. Avnl Hajredlni. an ethniC Albanian. was shot 
and killed. reportedly by KFOR soldiers responding to 
the attack. Initial claims by KFOR that he had been 
shooting at the soldiers from a balcony were 
withdrawn. but no other explanation which might 
Justify his killing was prOVided. No Independent 
Investigation into his killing was completed In the 
immediate aftermath of the incident. UNMIK later 
informed AI that an investigation into incident was 
under way. but no results had been made public by the 
end of 2000. 
The criminal justice system 
The Importance of protecting and promoting human 
rights was emphaSized by the UN in thecreation of the 
international presence in Kosovo. However, the 
international presence failed to ensure that 
international human rights standards were consistently 
respected in the actions of the international police. 
KFOR soldiers and courts In the new judicial system. 
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In November the office of the Ombudsperson, an 
international apPOintee with deputies from the 
Albaman and Serb cOmmunitIeS, began to receIve 
complaints. The Ombudsperson's mandate includes 
investigating allegations of human rights violations 
perpetrated by the international Civil administration or 
new local InStitutions. However, allegations of human 
rights violatiOns by KFOR were not included in the 
initial mandate and no agreement to Include KFOR had 
been reached by the end of 2000. 
Pre·trial detainees 
UNMIK police and KFOR soldiers frequently Ignored 
the reqUirements of the applicable law and of 
International human rights standards to bring 
detainees promptly before ajudicial authority. For 
example, during the Violence in Mitrovlca In February, 
some 49 people were detained for several days by 
KFOR soldiers without judicial review. Fourteen of 
them were held for five days. It was not explained to 
the detainees why they were being detained, or who 
was detaining them (KFORor UNMIK police). Families 
of the detainees were not notified of their detention. 
nor were the detainees able to contact their famihes or 
defence counsel. Some detainees were detained for 
weeks on the orders of the KFOR Commander or the 
Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General. 
Since the applicable law and international standards 
permit detention only on the orders of a Judicial 
authority, such detentions were arbitrary and 
unlawful. 

One such detainee. Afrlm Zeqlri. was held from 16 
July to 14 September by order of the UN SpeCIal 
Representative. He was subsequently held for four 
weeks on the basis of ajudicial order. HIS release was 
ordered by the district court on 31 October, but he 
remained In custody on the order of the Special 
Representative until the end of 1000. 
The 'disappeared' and missing 
More than 3,)00 people from Kosovo were 
unaccounted for at the end of 2000. Most were ethnic 
Albanians who were believed to have "disappeared" In 
the custody of Serbian police or paramilitaries between 
early 1998 and June 1999. Serbs, Roma, people of other 
nationalities and ethniC Albanians of moderate 
political views or those regarded as "collaborators" 
with the Serbian authOrities had also gone missing \n 
circumstances which Implicated armed ethnic 
Albanians in many cases. Most of these incidents 
occurred during or after June 1999 but there were new 
cases dUring 2000. 
e Marlan Melonasi, ajournallst of mixed Albanian 
and Serbian parentage. was reportedly abducted in 
Pristina on 9 September. He had been reporung in the 
Serbian language for the state media under UNMIK 
control. No information about his whereabouts 
emerged before the end of 1000. 

Exhumations of grave sites led to the Identification of 
around 260 mortal remains durlnglooo, but some 1260 
bodies which were exhumed In 1999 and 2000 remained 
unidentified. Not all grave sites had been examined by 
the end of the year. 
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Refugees and displaced persons 
Some 82.000 ethnic Albanian refugees had returned to 
Kosovo by September 2000, about 9.000 of whom were 
forcibly returned by foreign governmenls. About 
222,800 Kosovo Serbs, Rama or members of other 
minontles remained displaced within Serbia or 
Montenegro. Return to their own homes was for the 
most part dangerous and few tried to do so. 
ei On 7 November. three men and a boy from the 
Ashkal1 community (an Albanian-speaking minority 
perceived as Rama by ethnic Albanians) who had been 
displaced wllhln Kosovo returned to their homes In 
Oasovac/Oashovc village In central Kosovo. The men 
hoped to repair their damaged homes toenable their 
families to return. The men themselves and 
International organizations negotiated with ethniC 
Albanian leaders before their return, seeking 
guarantees for their safety. However, the four were 
found murdered two days later. Offers to provide a 
KFOR guard had reportedly been refused by the men 
who feared that 11 would make them conspIcuous. local 
people appeared frightened or unwilling to give 
information about the killings. 

AI country reports and visits 
Reports 
• Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Kosova): Update from 

the field - Januaty 2000 (AI Index: EUR 
70/002/2000) 

• Federal RepublIC of Yugoslavia (Kosovo): Amnesty 
International's recommendations to UNMIK on the 
judicial system, Februaty 2000 (AI Index: EUR 
70/006/2000) 

• Federal Republic of Yugoslavia: Otpor-Students and 
academics In the Federal Republic of YugoslaVia (AI 
Index: EUR 70/01212000) 

• Federal RepublIC of Yugoslavia (Kosovo): Setting the 
standard? UNMIK and KFOR's response to the Violence 
in Mitrovica (AI Index: EUR 70/013/2000) 

• Federal Republic of Yugoslavia: "Collateral damage" or 
unlawful killings? Violations of the Laws of War by 
NATO during Operation Allied Force (AI Index: EUR 
70101812000) 

• Federal RepubllcofYugoslavla: Still forgotten - an 
update on conSCientious objectors after the Kosovo 
confilct(Al lndex: EUR 701028/2000) 

• Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Kosovo): Amnesty 
International's recommendations on the return of 
refugees to Kosovo (AI Index: EUR 70/031 12000) 

• Federal Republic of Yugoslavia: ContinUing Concerns 
(AI Index: EUR 701057/2000) 

Visits 
AI delegates visited the FRY including Kosovo regularly 
during 2000 to carry out research and human rights 
education activities. Two AI researchers were based '" 
Kosovo until March 2000; an AI researcher was based In 
Skopje, Macedonia, until the end ofthe year. 
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REPUBLIC OF ZAMBIA 
Head of state and government: Frederick Chiluba 
Capital: lusaka 
Population: 9.1 million 
Official language: EnglISh 
Death penalty: retentlonlst 

Torture and ill-treatment by police during the arrest 
and interrogation of suspects was widespread. At 
least three people reportedly died as a result of 
torture. At least 11 men were sentenced to death, but 
no executions were reported. 

Background 
When Zambia transformed itself In 1991 from a one­
party state to a multi-party system, the first country 
in southern Africa to do so, expectations were raised 
regarding improvements of human rights. However, in 
the run-up to the second multi-party electIons In 
1996, the government used various tactics to prevent 
opposition politicians from standing, including calling 
their citizenship into question. Among those stripped 
of citizenship was former president Kenneth Kaunda. 
Several members of his party were deported to 
Malawi. Government restrictions on the rights to 
freedom of expression and assembly intensified 
ahead of elections due in 2001. 

The police continued to torture arrested suspects as a 
routine part of criminal investigations. In at least three 
Incidents the torture allegedly resulted in death. Some 
police stations were reported to have specially 
adapted rooms where torture of suspects regularly 
took place. 
Cl On 25 December Dave Muyembe died in police 
custody, reportedly after being tortured in connection 
with the theft of a vehicle. 
Cl A 20-year-old man accused of stealing money from 
his employer was reportedly handed over to Siavonga 
police on 2 September. While in custody he was 
reportedly tortured to extract a confessIon. On 5 
September the employer discovered that one of his 
relatives had stolen the money and the man was 
released. The man filed charges against the police 
officer and police station, but later withdrew his 
charges allegedly after intimidation by local police. 
Cl On II January ShadreckSelemani was arrested at 
his house accused of theft He was reportedly tortured 
for two days in a police station before being charged, 
and sustamed a deep cut in his left leg. After his 
acquittal he filed charges against the police. The case 
was still pending at the end of 2000. 

Human rights defenders 
The government appeared to be takIng steps to 
mhibit the work of human rights defenders. In rural 
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areas, agents from the Special Branch of the police 
attended meetings of non-governmental 
organizations and Opposition parties. In some cases 
they threatened people teaching human rights. In 
urban areas the Public Order Act. which requires 
those planning demonstrations to notify police in 
advance. was used to deny the right to hold peaceful 
demonStrations 
a Several non-governmental organtzallons staged a 
demonstration on 17 January outside the main police 
station in lusaka to protest against the failure of the 
police to Investigate the rape and killing of several 
young girls. The organizers had applied for a licence 
well In advance and believed they had permission from 
the police. When the demonstration started the police 
dispersed the crowd violently and arrested 39 women, 
who were held overnight before being released without 
charge. 

Freedom of expression 
Zambia has a Vibrant independent press. The Posr, a 
leading independent newspaper, has been repeatedly 
targeted by the government. The editor. Fred 
M'membe, and several of its journalists, who were 
arrested in 1999, faced charges of espionage in 
connection with an article commentmg on Zambia's 
lack of military capacity. They were freed on bail 
pending judgment. On 21 December 2000 the High Court 
acquitted the last of the accused. Fred M'membe. 

Forcible exile 
The government continued to use deportation as a 
method of suppressing dissent despite a ruling against 
it by the African Commission on Human and Peoples' 
Rights m 1999, Human rights defenders and opposition 
politicians were threatened with deportation dUTlng 
2000. 
Cl Despite the ruling of the African Commission on 
Human and Peoples' Rights that the deportation of 
WiIIlam Banda in 1994 to Malawi violated his human 
rights. the government refused to allow him to return 
Cl On ]o October the Supreme Court ruled that 
Kenneth Kaunda. the former president who had been 
stripped of hiS citizenship to prevent him standing m 
elections. IS a Zambian citizen. 
a On 4 january Abdul MajidTlckley, a Unued 
Kingdom (UK) citizen who had lived in Zambia for more 
than 54 years. was deported to the UK, The deportation 
followed a letter he published In The Pose which 
challenged the Asian community In Zambia to be more 
active in politiCS. 

Death penalty 
During 2000 at least 11 prisoners were sentenced to 
death. bringing the number under sentence of death to 
more than 230. There have been no executions since 
'997· 

There was Increased debate over the use of the death 
penalty during 2000, In September the Mmister for 
legal Affairs addressed an abolitionist conference. 
arranged by the Catholic Commission for Justice and 
Peace. 
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a Benjamln Banda and Cephas Kufa Miti, who were 
sentenced to death on 13 October 1999, appealed 
against their sentence in the first legal challenge to the 
constitutionality of the death penalty in Zambia. The 
case had a first hearing 14 December in the High Court. 
but no judgment had been passed by the end of 2000. 

AI country visit 
AI delegates visited Zambia in February and met 
members of AI and other human :ights organizations. 

ZIM BA BWE 

REPUBLIC O F  ZIMBABWE 
Head of state and government: Robert Mugabe 
Capital: Harare 
Population: 11.6 million 
Offitial language: English 
Death penalty: retentlonist 

The election campaign leading up to June 
parliamentary elections saw what appeared to be a 
deliberate and well·thought-out plan of systematic 
human rights violations by forces allied to the 
government Violations included more than 30 
political killings and widespread torture and ill· 
treatment throughout the country. Violations 
continued after the elections, albeiton a smaller 
scale. In an  apparent attemptto intimidate the 
population, a strong military presence was deployed 
immediately after the elections in those areas where 
the opposition had won a substantial number of 
votes. I ncidents of torture, ill-treatment and political 
killings continued throughout the year, particularly 
in the run-up to two parliamentary by�lections. 

Background 
The Zimbabwe African National Union-Patriotic Front 
(ZANU·PFl, which had ruled Zimbabwe SLnce 
independence in [980 without any serious challenge 
under a Constitution negotiated to the United Kingdom 
at the time of independence. remained in power. A 
government-dominated constitutional commission had 
presented a draft new constitution to the PreSident in 
November 1999. The National Constitutional Assembly. 
consisting of most of Zimbabwe's non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs) and opposition parties, refused 
to participate in the commission and campaigned 
against Its recommendations. 

The government put forward a slightly amended 
version of the proposal from the constitutional 
commission for a referendum in February. The campaign 
for the referendum was marked by some violence 
against voter education officials and those campaigning 
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for a �no� vote, some of  whom were arrested. However, 
the proposal was rejected in the referendum. This was 
the first time ZANU-PF had been defeated tn a popular 
vote since independence. Shortly after the referendum, 
a Violent campaign against real or suspected opponents 
of the government started. Government supporters and 
people paid by ZANU·PF invaded farms and harassed 
supposed government opponents. By the end of March 
the situation had degenerated into political violence 
and killings which contmued until the elections. The 
opposition was involved in some of the violence, but the 
vast majority of human rights violations were 
committed by ZANU-PF supporters. As a result. most 
international observers declared that the elections 
were not free and fair. The malO opposition party, the 
Movement for DemocratIC Change (MDC), challenged 
the election results In 38 constituencies. The cases were 
still pending at the end of theyear. 

Political killings 
More than 30 people were killed during the election 
campaign; most were reponed to be supporters of 
opposition parties. There were allegations that the state 
Intelligence police. the Central Intelligence Organisation 
(CIO), was Involved in several of the killings. 
a On 15 April. two MDC activists, Tlchaona Chlminya 
and Talent Mabika, were killed when a petrol bomb was 
thrown into their car. Police In the area reportedly 
failed to take appropriate action, even though they 
were given the names of two suspects, believed to be 
members of the CIO. 
a On 15 April, David Stevens, a commercial farmer in 
the Macheke area and MDC supporter, was abducted 
from his farm and killed. allegedly by ZANU·PF 
supporters. A witness. who rushed to the local police 
station to report the abduction, reported that he was 
himself abducted from inside the police station and 
taken to the office of the local �warveterans· in 
Murehwa where he and David Stevens were severely 
beaten. They were then driven away, taken out of the 
car, and forced to march up a hilI. The witness 
explained that, after they complained that they could 
walk no further, they started walking back towards the 
car. On their way back to the car, the captors shot Davld 
Stevens, in the presence of the wllness, but left the 
witness after one of the captors pleaded for his life. 

At the end of April reports began to emerge that torture 
centres were operating In different parts of the country 
in which ZANU·PF supporters. particularly the �war 
veterans·, were torturing actual or suspected 
supporters of the opposition with impunIty. 

One such centre was in a doctor's surgery in the 
Budiriro suburb of Harare, where a large number of 
people were reportedly tortured In the first two weeks 
of May. 
a On 13 May a man was abducted 50 metres from the 
surgery as he was returning home from work by five 
people, all allegedly ZANU·PF supporters. He said the 
attackers beat and kicked him and squeezed his 
testicles. He alleged that insIde the surgery he was 
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beaten until hIS mouth and nose bled, deprived of sleep 
for three days, subjected to death threats. and had his 
head forced Into a toilet while his captors were 
urinating in it. The injuries sustaIned were clearly 
visible la AI delegates who met him more than two 
weeks after his release. He was believed to have been 
abducted because his brother was the chair of a local 
branch ofMOC's youth league. 
e:i On 8 May an MDC youth league activist was 
abducted from a nearby shopping centre and taken to 
the surgery. He alleged that groups of six people look 
turns to torture him and that some 90 people were 
involved. He reported that the torture included electric 
shocks applied to his armpits and geOltal area, beatings 
on the soles of his feet, and piercing of the skin with 
bottletops. Forensic experts confirmed that his 
physical scars were consistent with his allegations. 

Witnesses stated that they informed the police of the 
activities at the surgery and that the police freed some of 
the vlcums upon request. but It was only when a victim 
was killed while neelng from the surgery on 17 May that 
the police moved In and arrested those torturing people 
at the surgery. The surgery was owned by a leader of the 
ftwar veterans� who was elected to parliament In June. To 
AI's knowledge he had not been questioned about the use 
of his surgery as a torture centre by the end of the year. 

The torture centres appeared to have closed down 
after the elections. However, reports of beatings and 
threats continued throughout the year, although they 
appeared to be more targeted and to be focused around 
the by-elections. 
a On [7 October, Justin Mutendadzamera, a recently 
elected MDC member of parliament, and hiS wife were 
beaten at their home, allegedly by police officers who 
accused him of having instigated protests against food 
prices. 

Prior to the June elections. groups, mostly made up 
of young people, travelled from village to village 
identifying opposition party supporters and beating 
them or forcing them to attend pungwes(party rallies) 
for ZANU-PF where they were made to chant slogans 
and denounce the opposition. 
Cl On 3 April. alleged ZANU-PF supporters attacked 
game warden Faral Sandlkonda near Mvurwi, breaking 
his arm and cutting hiS head. 
a On 10 April, ZANU-PF youth league members in the 
Mount Darwin area publicly stripped and assaulted six 
farm workers, four men and two women, and made 
them dance and sing ZANU-PF songs. 
Army involvement 
DuringJuly the army was actively involved in 
intimidating people in many of the areas where the 
opposition had made a strong showing in the elections. 
There were reports of random beatings in the streets 
and In beer houses. There were numerous reports of 
people in the suburbs of Ha rare and Kwekwe being 
assaulted by soldiers in what appeared to be targeted 
reprisals for voting for opposition parties. 

Breakdown in the rule of law 
The independence of the judiciary was under constant 
threat during the year. There were a number of strong 
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verbal attacks on the judiciary in general as well as on 
individual judges. These culminated on 24 November in 
an invasion of the Supreme Court by a group offtwar 
veteransft who disrupted the court hearing and 
threatened to kill the judges. 

The government complied with court rulings in a 
selective way during the year. There was no evidence 
that police took any action to comply with a 30 March 
Supreme Court order to Investigate the abduction and 
torture of two journalists in January 1999. Court rulings 
ordering the police to evict those who Invaded farms 
were routinely ignored. The government did not act to 
comply with court rulings which declared their land 
reform scheme unconstitutional. In some cases the 
authorities openly stated that they would not comply 
with court deciSions. For example, the police 
commissioner publicly stated that his force would not 
act In what he called -political matters�, regardless of 
court rulings. 

Internally displaced people 
During the course of the election campaign more than 
10,000 people ned the campaign of violence and 
intimidation 10 the Countryside to seek refuge in the 
cities. 

In May and June the Harare headquarters of 
opposition parties, such as the MDC and the United 
Parties, provided shelter for injured party members 
arriving in large numbers from the countryside. In 
addition, people with no apparent party affiliation fled 
the countryside following the threats and Violence. 

Freedom of expression and human rights 
defenders 
Journalists were prevented from carrying out their work 
In a number of ways. They were arrested, beaten and 
threatened. A request from the Zimbabwe Union of 
Journalists for police protection of journalists travelling 
mto dangerous areas in April received no response. 

Zimbabwe's strong NGO community was under 
constant threat. Any criticism of government policy was 
perceived as opposition activity. NGO members and 
activists were threatened with human rights violations, 
including death and tOrture. Voter education workers, 
manyof whom were drawn from human rights 
organizations, were targeted. On numerous occasions 
they had their T-shirts torn off and were chased away, 
especially in the Mashonaland provinces, but also in 
rural areas of the rest of the country. 

NGOs reported that Individuals, who they suspected 
were from the ClO, visited their headquarters, and that 
their telephone calls and e-mail were regularly tapped. 
a On JO March human rights activist Mr Mahoso, a 
headmaster. was assaulted by armed men, near 
Machete, during a school function. He was beaten with 
stones. sticks, boots and fists. The armed men also 
berated school staff, pupils. parents and guests for 
neglecting their national duty by not Invading farms. 
a Pius Ncube, the Roman Catholic Archbishop In 
Bulawayo, reportedly received several death threats 
during the year. In his post-election speech, broadcast 
on national television. the President named 



Archbishop Ncube as one of the key figures 
contributing to the opposition vote. 

Freedom of assembly and association 
Throughout the country, political meetings were 
violently disrupted. The MDC called off all their rallies In 
the last week of campaigning ahead of the by-election in 
Marondera In November. after several of their members 
and supporters had been severely injured. 

People who were unable to produce the correct party 
membership card were beaten. When prominent 
politicians were holding rallips people were forced to 
participate. People who refused were in many instances 
beaten. 

Impunity 
Impunity for human rights violations remained an 
entrenched problem. Wide-ranging amnesties had 
been granted for human rights violauons committed 
during the war of independence and after large-scale 
atrocities in Matabeleland in the 1980s. In February, a 
Supreme Court order granted two human rights 
organizations the right to sue the PreSident's office to 
obtain the release of two official reports produced on 
the atrocities in Matabeleland in the 1980s. The ruling 
stated that �no impunity was accorded to the office of 
the Presldent-. At the end of the year the two human 
rights organizations were preparing an application to 
the Supreme Court to secure the publication of the 
reports. 
Amnesty for politically motived crimes 
On 6 October PreSident Mugabe announced a clemency 
order granting amnesty for all politically motivated 
crimes committed between I January and ]1 July, during 
the two campaign periods and immediately after the 
elections. Although some offences, such as murder, 
rape and possession of arms, were excluded from the 
amnesty, other serious human rights violations, such as 
torture and abductions, were not. 

AI country reports and visits 
Reports 
• Zimbabwe: Constitutional reform - an opportunity to 

strengthen human rights protection (AI Index: AFR 
46/001/2000) 

• Zimbabwe: Open letter to President Mugabe on the 
20th Anniversary of Independence (Al lndelC AFR 
46/01 5/2DDD) 

• Zimbabwe: A human rights brief for election observers 
(Al lndelC AFR46/012(2000) 

• Zimbabwe: A human rights agenda for political parties 
IAl lndelC AFR 46/018/2oo0) 

• Zimbabwe: Terrortactics in the run-up to 
parliamentary elections (AI Index: AFR 
46/D14/2DDD) 

Visits 
AI delegates visited Zimbabwe in February, May and 
June. 
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W HAT IS AI? 

Amnesty International (AI) is a worldwide voluntary 
activist movement working for human rights. It is 
independent of any government. political persuasion 
or religious creed. It does not support or oppose any 
government or political system. nor does it support or 
oppose the views of the victims whose rights it seeks to 
protect. It is concerned solely with the impartial 
protection of human rights. 

AI mobil Izes volunteer activists- people who gIve 
freely of their time and energy in solidarity with the 
victims of human nghts violations. There are more than 
1,000,000 AI members and subscribers in over 140 
countries and territories. AI members come from many 
different backgrounds, with widely different political 
and religious beliefs. united by a determination to work 
for a world where everyone enjoys human rights. 

Many AI members are organized mto groups: there 
are more than 7.500 local groups. youth and student 
groups and other specialist groups in more than 100 
countries and territories. Thousands of other members 
are Involved in networks working on particular 
countries or themes. In 56 countries and territories, the 
work of AI members Is coordinated by sections. whose 
addresses are given below. In another 2) countries and 
territories, AI has pre-section coordinating structures. 
which are also listed below. 

What does AI do? 
AI works independently and impartially to promote 
respect for all the human rights set out in the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. AI believes that human 
rights are interdependent and indivisible-all  human 
rights should be enjoyed by all people at all times, and 
no one set of rights can be enjoyed at the expense of 
other rights. 

Al Contributes to building respect for the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights by promoting knowledge 
and understanding of all human rights and by taking 
action against specifiC violations of people's 
fundamental civil and political fights. The main focus of 
its campaigning is to: 
• free all prisoners of conscience. According to AI's 

Statute. these are people detamed for their political. 
religiOUS or other conscientiously held beliefs or 
because of their ethnic origin, sex, colour, language, 
national or social origin, economic status, birth or 
other status-who have not used or advocated 
violence; 

.ensure fair and prompt trials for all political 
prisoners: 

.abolish the death penalty, torture and other ill­
treatment of prisoners: 

.end political killings and �disappearances�; 
• ensure that governments refrain from unlawful 

killlngs in armed conflict. 
AI also works to: 
• oppose abuses by armed political groups such as the 

detention of prisoners of conscience, hostage-
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taking, torture and unlawful killings; 
.assist asylum-seekers who are at risk of being 

returned to a country where they might suHer 
violations of their fundamental human rights; 

• cooperate with other non-governmental 
orgamzations, the UN and regional 
intergovernmental organizations to further human 
rights; 

.ensure control of International military, security and 
police relations in order to protect human rights; 

.organize human rights education and awareness 
ralstng programs. 

AI: a democratic movement 
AI is a democratic. self-governing movement. Major 
policy decisions are taken by an International Council 
made up of representatives from all national sections. 
The CounCil meets every two years. and has the power 
to amend the Statute which governs AI's work and 
methods. Copies of the Statute are available from the 
International Secretariat. 

The Council elects an International Executive 
Committee of volunteers which carries out its decisions 
and appomts the movement's Secretary General. who 
also heads up the International Secretanat. 

The movement's Secretary General iS Pierre Sane 
(Senegal), and the members of HS International 
Executive Committee are Samuel Zan Akologo (Ghana), 
Margaret Bedggood (New Zealand), Mahmoud Ben 
Romdhane (Tunisia), Mary Gray (USA), Paul Hoffman 
(USA), Hans Landolt (Peru), Jaap Rosen Jacobson 
(Netherlands), Coim 6 CuanacMin (Ireland) and 
Angelika Pathak (International Secretariat). 

Finances 
AI's national sections and local volunteer groups and 
networks are primarily responsible for funding the 
movement. No funds are sought or accepted from 
governments for AI's work Investigating and 
campaigning against human rights violations. The 
donations that sustain this work come from the 
organization's members and the public. The 
international budget adopted by AI for the financial 
year April 2000 to March 2001 was (19,510,000. This sum 
represents approximately one quarter of the estimated 
income likely to be raised during the year by the 
movement's national sections to finance their 
campaigning and other actIVities. 

AI's ultimate goal is to end human rights violations, 
but so long as they continue AI tries to prOVide practical 
help to the victims. Relief (fmancial assistance) is an 
important aspect of this work. Sometimes AI provides 
finanCial assistance directly to indiViduals. At other 
times, it works through local boehes such as local and 
national human rights organizations so as to ensure 
that resources are used as effectively as possible for 
those In most need . 

During the finanCial year April 2000 to March 2001, 
the International Secretariat of AI  distributed an 
estimated [.125.000 In relief to victims of human rights 
violations such as prisoners of conscience and recently 
released prisoners of conscience and their dependants, 
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and for the medical treatment of torture victims. In 
addition. the organization's sections and groups 
distributed a further substantial amount, much of it in 
the form of modest payments by local groups to their 
adopted prIsoners of conscience and dependent 
families. 

Information about AI is available from national 
section offices and from: International Secretariat, 
J Easton Street, London WCIX oOW, United Kingdom. 

AI Online 
AI Online is dedicated to providing AI's human rights 
resources on the web in English 
(hnp:llwww amnesty.org). 1t contains more than 10,000 
files and receives over SIX million hits a month. I t holds 
most AI reports publIshed since 1996 and all the latest 
news releases detailing AI's concerns about human 
rights issues around the world Additionally. there is 
information on the latest campaigns and appeals for 
action to help protect human rights 
(http://www,stoptorture.org), You will also find contact 
details for AI's orfices around the world and links to 
hundreds of websites with a human rights theme. 

There are also AI international sites in 
French (http'!/www.efa,.orYl, 
Spanish (http,/lwww edal.orgl), and 
Arabic (http://www.amnesty�arabic.org!). 

AI sections 
Algeria Amnesty International. BP In. Alger. 
RP ,6004 
E�mal1: amnestyalgerlalilhotmail.com 
Argentina Amnistia Internaclonal. 
Av. Rlvadavia 2206 - P4A, Cl032ACO Ciudad de 
Buenos Aires 
E�mail: mroa>amnesty.org.ar 
http://www.amnesty.org.ar 
Australia Amnesty International. Private Bag 23, 
Broadway, New South Wales 2007 
E�mall: admlnalaa>amnesty.org.au 
http://www.amnesty.org.au 
Austria amnesty International austria, 
Moeringgasse 10, A�1I50 Wlen 
E-mail: infolilamnesty.at 
hnp:!lwww.amnesty.at 
Bangladesh Amnesty Internauonal, 28 Kabi 
Jaslmuddln Road, 1st Floor. North Kamalapur, 
Dhaka � 1217 
E�mall: admin�bdsamnesty.org 
Belgium Amnesty International (AI Vlaanderen), 
Kerkstraat 156, 2060 Antwerpen 
E�mail: amnesty$aivl.be 
http,!/www.alvl be 
Belgium Amnesty International «rancophone). 
rue Berckmans 9. 1060 Bruxelles 
E-mail. a.bf .. atbfbe 
http.!/www.aibr.be 
Benln Amnesty International, 01 BP 3536, Cotonou 
E�mall: albenln&nakayo.leland.bj 
Bermuda Amnesty International. PO Box HM 2136, 
Hamilton HMJX 
E�mail: aibda&ibl.bm 

280 

Brazil Anistla Internacional. Caixa Postal 50[3, 
CEP90041 �970 Pono Alegre, Rio Grande do Sui 
E�mail: anistia&anistia.org.br 
canada Amnesty International, 214 Montreal Road, 
4th Floor, Vanier, Ontario, KIl lA4 
E-mail: infolilamnesty.ca 
http://www.amnesty.ca 
canada Amnlstie Internationale (francophone), 
6250 boulevard Monk. Montreal, Quebec H4E JH7 
E�mail: infolilamnistie.qc.ca 
http://www.amnisue.qc.ca 
Chile Sel'lores, Casilla 4062. Santiago 
E-mail: admin�cI&amnesty.org 
Costa Rica Amnistia Internacional, 75 metros al norte 
de la Iglesia de Fatlma, los Yoses, San Pedro, San Jose 
Cote d'lvolre Amnesty International. 04 BP 895, 
AbidJan 04 
E-mail: aicotedivoirea>globeaccess.net 
Denmark Amnesty International. Dyrkoeb 3. 
1166 Copenhagen K 
E-mail: amnesty&amnesty.dk 
Ecuador Amnlstia Internaclonal, (asilla 17-15-240-(. 
Quito 
Faroe Islands Amnesty International. PO Box 1075, 
FR-Ilo. T6rshavn 
E-mail� amnesty&amnesty.(o 
http://www.amnesty.fo 
Finland Amnesty International, Ruoholahdenkatu 24, 
D 00180 Helsmkl 
E-mail: amnestya>amnesty.fI 
http://www.amnesty.fi 
France Amnesty International, 76 blvd. de la Villette, 
75940 Paris cedex 19 
E-mail: admin-frlilamnesty.asso.fr 
http://www.amnesty.asso.fr 
Germany Amnesty International, 53108 Bonn 
E-mail: admin-delilamnesty.de 
http://www.amnesty.de 
Ghana Amnesty International, Private Mail Bag. 
Kokomlemle, Accra - North 
E-mail: amnestY$ighmall.com 
Greece Amnesty International, 30 Sina Street, 
106 72 Athens 
E-mail: info&amnesty.gr 
http://www.amnesty.gr 
Guyana Amnesty International, c/o Palm Court 
Building. 35 Main Street, PO Box 10653. Georgetown 
Hong Kong Amnesty International. Unit B, yF, 
Best-O-Best Commercial Centre, 32-36 Ferry Street, 
Kowloon 
E-mail: admin-hklilamnesty.org 
Iceland Amnesty International, PO Box 618. 
121 Reykjavik 
E-mail: amnestYlilrhl.hl.is 
http://www.amnesty.ls 
Ireland Amnesty International. Sean MacBride House. 
48 Fleet Street, Dublin 2 
E-ma]\: Infoa>amnesty. iol.le 
http://www.amnesty.ie 
Israel Amnesty International. PO Box 14179.Tel AVlv 61141 
E-mai!: amnestya>netvlsion.net.11 
http://www.amnesty.org. il 
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Italy Amnesty International. Via Giovanni Battista De 
Rossi 10, 00161 Rama 
E·mail: info!i)amnesty.it 
http://www.amnesty.it 
Japan Amnesty Inlernatlonal, Sky Esta 2F. 2-18-2] Nishi 
Waseda, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 169 
E-mail: amnesty&mri.blglobe.ne.jp 
http://www.amnestyor.jp 
Korea (Republic of) Amnesty International, Kyeong 
Buk RCO Box 36, Oaegu 706-600 
E-maH: admin-koii>amnesty.org 
http://www.amnesty.or.kr 
luxembouf! Amnesty International, Boile 
Postale 1914, 1019 Luxembourg 
E-rnail: e-maila>amnesty.lu 
http://www.amnesty.lu 
MaurltlusAmnesty International. BP 69, 
Rose-Hill 
E-rnail: amnestYQ)intnet.rnu 
Mexico Amnistia Internacional, Calle Patriclo 
Sanz No. 1104. Depto. 8, Col. del Valle. CP 03[00. 
MexicO OF 
Morocco Amnesty International, Place d'Angleterre, 
Rue Souissra, Immeuble No. 1 1 ,  Appt No. I. 
Rabat - I'Oeean 
E-mail: admin-mawamnesty.org 
Nepal Amnesty International. PO Box 1)5, Bagbazar, 
Kathmandu 
E-mail: ainwccsl.com.np 
Netherlands Amnesty International. PO Box 1968, 
1000 BZ. Amsterdam 
E-mail: amnestywamnesty.nl 
http://www.amnesty.nl 
New Zealand Amnesty International, PO Box 79), 
Wellington 
E-mail: campaigna>amnesty.org.nz 
hnp://www.amnesty.org.nz 
Nigeria Amnesty International, PMB )061, Suru Lere, 
Lagos 
E-mail: amnestynigb)alpha.linkserve.com 
Norway Amnesty International, PO Box 70Z Sentrum, 
0106 0510 
E-mail: infoti>amnesty.no 
http://www.amnesty.no 
Peru Se"ores, Casilla 659, Lima 18 
E-mail: admin-peti>amnesty.org 
Philippines Amnesty International, Room )05 
CRM Building 1 1 ,  116 Kamia Road, 1101 Ouezon City 
E-mail: amnestYb)info.com.ph 
Portugal Amnlstia Internacional, Rua Fialho de 
Almelda I)-I, PT-1070-IZ8 lisboa 
E-mail: alspa>ip.pt 
http://www.amnlstia-internacional.pt 
Puerto Rico Amnistia Internacional, Calle El 
Roble No. 54-Altos, OrIcina 11, Rio Piedras, 
Puerto Rico oo9z5 
Senegal Amnesty International. BP Z1910, 
Oaka, 
E-mail: alsenegala>sentoo.sn 
Sierra Leone Amnesty International. PMB 10ZI, 
Freetown 
E-mail: aLsl6>hotmall.com 
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Slovenla Amnesty International, Komenskega 7, 
1000 Ljubljana 
E-mail: amnesty.sloa>guesl.arnes.si 
http://www.ljudmIJa.org/ai-slo 
Spain Amnistia Internacional, ApdOSO)18, 28080 Madrid 
E-mail: amnlstla.lnternaciOnal6>a-i.es 
http://www.a-Les 
Sweden Amnesty International, PO Box 2)400. 
SE-10435 Stockholm 
E-mail: infob)amnesty.se 
http://www.amnesty.se 
Switzerland Amnesty International, Postfach CH-)OOI, 
Bern 
E-mail: info6>amnesty.ch 
hnp://www.amnesty.ch 
Taiwan Amnesty International, Room 525. No.z, 
Section I, Chung-shan North Road, 100 Taipel 
E-mail: aitaiwan6>transend.com.tw 
http://www.transend.com.rw/-aitalwan/ 
Tanzania Amnesty International, Luther House, 
)rd Floor, PO Box 43)1, Oar es Salaam 
E-mail: aitanza>intafnca.com 
Togo CCNp, BP 20013, Lome 
E-mail: aitogob)cafe.tg 
Tunisia Amnesty International, 67 rue Oum Kalthoum, 
)eme etage, Escalier B. 1000 Tunis 
E-mail: admin-tn6>amnesty.o� 
United Kingdom Amnesty International. 
99-119 Rosebery Avenue, London EC1R -4RE 
E-mail: info6>amnesty.org.uk 
http://www.amnesty.o�.uk 
United States of America Amnesty International. 
)22 8th Ave, New York. NY 10001 
E-mail: admin-us6>aiusa.org 
http://www.amnestyusa.org 
Uruguay Amnistia Internacional, Tristan Narvaja 16z4, 
Ap I, CP 1 1200, Montevideo 
Venezuela Amnistia Internacional, Apartado 
Postal 5110, Carmelitas, 1010 A Caracas 
E-mail: admln-ve6>amnesty.org 
http://www.amnlstia.lnt.ve 

AI coordinating structures 
Bolivia Amnistia Internacional, Casllla 10607, La Paz 
Burklna Faso Amnesty International. 08 BP 1 1)4-4, 
Ouagadougou 
E-mail: Contact.buro6)cenatrin.bf 
caribbean Regional Office Amnesty International 
C.R.O., PO Box 191Z, Grenada. West Indies 
E-mail: amnestycrob)caribsurf.com 
Croada Amnesty International. Martil:eva 24, 
10000 Zagreb 
E-mail: admin6>amnesty.hr 
Cura(:8o Amnesty International. PO Box )676, 
Cura.;ao, Netherlands Antilles 
Cyprus Amnesty International. 81 Onasagorou Str., 
PO Box 2497, 1011 Nicosia 
E-mail: amnestya>logosnet.com.cy 
Czech Republic Amnesty International, Palackeho 9, 
1 1000 Praha I 
E-mail: amnesty6>amnesty.cz 
http://www.amnesty.cz 
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Gambia Amnesty International, PO Box 1935. 
Banjul 
E-mail: amnesty6>gamtel.gm 
Hungary Amnesty InternaUonal, 1]99 Budapest. 
PF701iJ4j 
E-mail: amnesty.hunli>mail.matav.hu 
Malaysia Amnesty International. Pro-tern Committee, 
43A. jalan SS 1s!4. 47500 Subangjaya Selangor Darul 
Ehsan 
E-mail: amnestyaHrn.net.my 
http;! /www.crosswlnds.net/-aimalaysla 
Mali Amnesty International, BP E 3885. Bamako 
E-mail: amnesty-mlla>spider.toolnet.org 
Mongolia Amnesty International, Ulaanbaatar 21 0648. 
PO Box 180 
E-mail: almncc6>rnagicnet.mn 
Pakistan Amnesty International, NEe, B-12. Shelozon 
Centre, Gulsan-E-Iqbal, Block 15. Umversity Road. 
Karachi - 75300 
E-mail: amnestyli>cyber.net.pk 
Palestinian AuthOrity Amnesty International, 
PO Box 543. Khalaf Building, Racheed Street. Gaza City. 
South Remal via Israel 
E-mail: admin-pa&amnesty.org 
Paraguay Amnistfa Internaclonal. CalleJuan de 
Salazar 488 casl Boquer6n. Asunci6n 
E-mail: al-info6)amnistia.org.py 
hup:llwww.amnlstla.org.py 
Poland Amnesty International. ul. Ja�owa Dolma 4. 
80-252 Gdansk 
E-mail: amnesty&amnesty.org.pl 
hnp:llwww.amnesty.org.pl 
Slovakia Amnesty International. Staromestska 6. 
811 0) Bratislava 
E-mail: amnestYli>internet.sk 
http://www.lnternet.sklamneslY 
South Africa Amnesty International. PO Box 2908). 
Sunnyside 01)2, Pretoria, Gauteng 
E-mail: inro6)amnesty.org.za 
Thailand Amnesty International, 61/9 Park Ploenchlt 
Tower. Sot Sukhumvlt I. Sukhumvit Road. Klongtoey. 
Wattana. Bangkok 10110 
E-mail: admin-thlilamnesty.org 
hup:l/www.thalland.amnesty.com 
Uganda Amnesty International groups. PO Box 2)966. 
Kampala 
E-mail: augamnestylilyahoo.com 
Ukraine Amnesty International. Maydan Rynok 6, 
Drohobych. 293 720 lVlvska obl 
E-maiL ofrlceal&dr.lv.ukrtel.net 
Zambia Amnesty International. Private Bag), Kltwe 
Main PO. Kitwe 
E-mail: zebbiesmm@hotmail.com 
Zimbabwe Amnesty International. IS E Bible House, 
99 Mbuya Nehanda Street. Harare 
E-mail: gertrudenali>natfood.co.zw (aun AI Zim) 

AI groups 
Thereare also AI groups In: 
Albania. Angola. Aruba, Azerbaijan. Bahamas. 
Barbados, Belarus. Bosnla-Herzegovlna. Botswana. 
Cameroon. Chad. Dominican Republic, Egypt. Estonia, 
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Georgia. Grenada. Jamaica. Jordan, Kazakstan. Kenya. 
Kuwait. Kyrgyzstan. Lebanon, Liberia, lithuama. 
Macao. Macedonia. Malta. Moldova. Romania, Russian 
Federation. Turkey. Yemen. Yugoslavia (Federal 
Republic 00 



AI IN ACTION 

"The success of the 1961 Amnesty Campaign depends 
on how sharply and powerfully it is possible to rally 
public opinion. It depends, too, upon the campaign 
being all-embracing in its composition, international in 
character and politically impartial in direction." 

So wrote Peter Benenson in hiS 1961 article in the 
London Observer which founded Amnesty 
International (AI). From that call for a year-long 
campaign on behalf of prisoners of conscience has 
grown a worldwide organization of more than a million 
members whose activities now extend far beyond those 
originally envisaged. It is important to remind 
ourselves that the present reputation and internatiOnal 
standing of AI are based on the essential characteristics 
which were laid out 40 years ago and which still 
underpin our work. 

AI's strength renects the quality of the materials it 
produces and the meticulous research on which hs 
campaigning activities are based. During 2000, AI 
delegates viSited more than 70 countries and territories 
to meet victims of human rights violations. observe 
trials. and interview local human rights activists and 
officials. 

The facts are gathered in order to generate action. AI 
members, supporters and staff around the world 
mobilize public pressure on governments and others 
with innuence to stop human rights abuses. AI makes it 
possible for any interested person to send messages of 
concern directly to those who can change the situation. 

Activities range from public demonstrations to 
leuer-writing. from human rights education to 
fund raising concerts, from targeted appeals on behalf 
of a single individual to global campaigns on a specific 
country or issue, from approaches to local authorities 
to lobbying intergovernmental organizations. 

AI confronts governments with its findings, by 
issuing detailed reports and by publicizing its concerns 
in lea nets. posters, advertisements, newsletters and on 
the Internet; AI information is available on countless 
websites worldwide. 

AI campaigns to change government attitudes and 
unjust laws. One of the ways it does this Is by feeding a 
constant stream of information to the media, to 
governments and to the UN, urging them to take action. 

AI also strives to promote awareness and strengthen 
the protection of human rights. It appeals to 
International organizations to intervene when a crisis 
appears likely to develop. It seeks the proteCtion of 
refugees fleeing persecution and It works with local 
human rights workers who are subjected to harassment 
or who are under threat of attack. 

long and medium-term actions 
Actions by AI's local groups and networks- based in 
more than lOO countrles- continued to grow steadily 
during the year. Members took part In actions involving 
3,685 named Individuals, including prisoners of 
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conscience and other victims of human rights 
violations,in countries across the world, A total of 993 
long-term Action Files were active and runnmg and 
assigned to 2,732 groups who used a variety of 
campaigning techniques on behalf of the cases, 
includmg letter-Writing and public events. A total of 108 
new Action Files were produced and allocated dUring 
the year while 230 were closed in the same period 

The year saw an Increasing number of Innovative 
Action Files being produced for work by AI activists. 
These Included one to provide protection to aCllvists 
from the Yugoslav group OTPOR (see Youth and 
students below), as well as a demand to change 
legislation diSCriminating against the gay and lesbian 
community In Uganda and an Action File on Guatemala 
in support of HIJOS, a youth-based organization In 
defence of the rights of children of the �disappeared�. 

local groups were also involved m Regional Action 
Networks (RANs), medium-term actions which reqUire 
campaigning for between one and 12 months. A variety 
of campaigning techniques were also used In RAN 
actions. During the year a total of l.n6 groups were 
assigned to 23 RANs and they took part in 208 actions. 

Youth and students 
Youth and student groups make up approximately half 
of the AI membership worldwide and are organized into 
about 3,500 groups. In 2000 they campaigned 
vigorously on all AI concerns, including focusing on 
human rights abuses faced by the Serbian student pro­
democracy group OTPOR ("Resistance"). Members of 
OTPOR travelled to Sloven!a, the Palestinian Authority 
and the United Kingdom (UiO to speak to AI youth and 
to work wuh them on creating strategies for addressing 
human rights abuses in Serbia. AI youth and students 
sent postcards, e-malls and letters to the Yugoslav and 
Serbian authorities, created websites about OTPOR. 
and raised awareness in universities with Information 
stalls, posters and press conferences. The second 
International Youth Meeting was held in Slovenia 
where 35 representatives of the youth and students 
network from all regions of the world came together to 
create an action plan. Youth camps took place in South 
Africa (attended by young people from 15 African 
countries), the Palestinian Authority and the 
Philippines, and brought together young people to 
discuss human rights and take practical action 

Urgent Actions 
If urgent action is needed on behalf of people m 
imminent danger of gross human rights violations, 
volunteers around the world are alerted. and 
thousands of letters. faxes and e-mails are sent within 
days. 

DUring 2000 AI initiated 481 such appeals for the 
Urgent Action network. There were also ]47 updates 
Issued to urgent action appeals; 171 of these asked for 
further appeals to be sent. These actions were issued 
on behalf of people in 85 countries and territories, who 
were either at risk or had been the victims of, for 
example, torture or ill-treatment; "disappearances"; 
political killings and death threats; Judicial executions; 
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deaths in custody; or refoulement(forcible return) of 
asylum-seekers to a country where they would be In 
danger of human rights violations. 

Health professionals 
Among those long recognized as having an Important 
role to play in defending human nghts are health 
professionals. The Al health professional network 
conlinued to aCl ln cases of prisoners suffering ill 
health because of torture. poor prison conditions and 
deprivation of medical care, and campaigned on some 
50 medical actions issued on such cases dunng 2000. 
The network, which has members in more than JO 
countnes. also acted on behalf of many doctors and 
other health workers whose rights were abused. In May, 
AI published Harmmg the healers: Violations of the 
human nghts of health professionals (A. I Index: ACT 
7s!00112000), a report on more than 20 health workers 
who had been Imprisoned, i1Hreated or had 
"disappeared- in recent years. It documented the 
problems faced by health workers in the context of 
human nghts violations and in the exercise of their 
profession. 

AI health professional groups participated in a 
number of AI campaigns throughout the year as well as 
organizing meetings. undertaking human rights 
education activities and maintalnmg contacts with 
national professional bodies and non·governmental 
organizations (NGOs). 

AI health professionals contributed to important 
initiatives within the medical profession 
internationally, which included the publicallon of the 
Istanbul Protocol on the medical documentation of 
torture. This was the product of three years' work by a 
coalition of human rights, legal and medical experts. 
and was handed to the UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights, Mary Robinson, In August. The 
Prmciples on the Effective Documentation ofTorture­
drawn from the Istanbul Protocol - were included in an 
AI compilation: Ethical codes and declarations relevant 
(0 rhehea/rhprofesslons(Al lndex, ACT751oo5lzooo). 
issued In December. 

Crisis response: Sierra Leone 
In early May. the capture of around 500 UN peace­
keeping troops by rebel forces of the Revolutionary 
United Front (RUF) and the resumption of hostilities 
heightened the risk.of further mass human nghts 
abuses against civilians. AI responded by stepping up 
itS ongoing work and mcreasing its research capacity In 
the country, as well as exploring new areas of 
campaigning. The Intense campaigning by AI members 
over subsequent months has already contributed to 
dramatic changes in the international community's 
approach to resolving the conflict in Sierra leone. 

AI lobbied governments and intergovernmental 
organizations (lGOs). in particular the UN. to take 
immediate action to prevent human rights abuses and 
[Q ensure that all efforts [Q resolve the crisis placed 
human rights protection as a priority. SpeCifically, Al 
emphasized the obligation of the international 
community to ensure that UN peace·keeplng forces m 
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Sierra Leone fulfilled their mandate to protect civilians 
under Imminent threat of physical danger. AI delegates 
in Freetown. including AI's Secretary General Pierre 
Sane. held meetings with the Sierra Leone President 
and other senior government officials, UN 
representatives, foreign officials and members of Sierra 
Leone NGOs to discuss AI's concerns and 
recommendations. 

AI researchers in Sierra Leone interviewed many 
children who had been abducted and forced to fight or 
·serve� during the connict. as well as women and girls 
who had been subjected to rape and forced Into sexual 
slavery. Their testimonies and the children's drawings 
have been used by AI members worldwide, including 
women's. youth and student groups, to publicize the 
plight of women and children in Sierra Leone and to 
lobby their own governments as well as the 
government of Sierra Leone to ensure that the needs of 
victims of the connict are met. 

AI had consistently campaigned against the blanket 
amnesty granted In the July 1999 peace agreement, 
belieVing that there can be no last 109 peace unless the 
perpetrators of human rights abuses are brought to 
Justice. The events of May 2000 forced the 
International community to acknowledge this. AI made 
Specific proposals on steps to be taken to address 
Impunity which helped to move forward the 
international debate and COntributed to discussions 
tak.ing place within Sierra Leone civil society. In August 
the UN Security CounCil decided to establish a Special 
Court for Sierra Leone to prosecute those most 
responsible for the gravest human nghts abuses. 

AI and other NGOs from around the world joined 
together to campaign for immediate action to end the 
trade in diamonds from rebel-held areas which 
finances military assistance to the RUF. enabling It to 
continue to commit widespread abuses against 
civilians. There was unprecedented lobbying of the 
diamond mdustry itself, as well as of governments in 
major diamond-importing countries, the UN and other 
IGOs. AI's unique COntribution to the NGO campaign 
was Its capacity to generate pressure from members 
around the world directed at all levels of the diamond 
trade. from jewellery shops to the Diamond High 
Council. AI's campaigning With other NGOs also aimed 
to ensure that the UN arms embargo was enforced and 
that no further mil itary assistance reached RUF forces. 

Israel/ Occupied Territories/ Palestinian 
Authority 
On 29 September at least five people died in Jerusalem 
and more than 200 were wounded after bemg: shot by 
Israeli security forces. The days and weeks that 
followed saw almost daily confrontations between 
stone-throwing Palestinians and Israeli troops. By the 
end of 2000, Israeli security forces had killed at least 
Joo and wounded more than 10,000 Palestinians, many 
of whom were children under 18. 

AI mobilized Its membership to take action to stop 
the killings, AI sections all over the world initiated 
public events as well as lobbying and mass letter­
writing activities. As deaths of children mounted. AI 
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Issued a children's action, followed soon after by a 
report based on its miSSion in October. The report 
criticized Israeli security services for using military 
methods against demonstrators who were not 
endangering lives; for using ammunition and weapons 
that were suitable forcombat situations, not for 
policing demonstrations; and for the rapid escalation 
to lethal force and the frequent impeding of medical 
assistance. 

AI members responded to the escalating situation by 
sending thousands of letters not only to the Israeli 
government and officials but also to the Palestmian 
Authority reinforcing the need to protect children. A 
UN CommisSion of Inquiry was set up, though without 
the hoped-for support of all members. However, 
massive AI pressure may have helped to influence the 
Israeli government to agree to set up a judicial 
commission of inquiry to investigate the circumstances 
of the killing of Palestinian citizens of Israel. 

AI sections were sent regularly a list of Palestinian 
and Israeli dead, and a poster was produced in Arabic, 
English and French. Members began to organize 
increasingly visible actions. from reading the names of 
the dead out loud at street corners in the USA to 
organizing the ringing of all the church bells In 
SwItZerland for the dead on 16 December. 

Human rights defenders 
Human rights defenders play a Vital role in holding 
states to acCOunt In respect of their promises and 
obligations to protect the rights of their citizens. In 
many countries around the world human rights 
defenders face constant persecution, In particular in 
Colombia, lndonesia, Togo, Tunisia and Turkey, on 
account of their efforts to support the Victims of human 
rights violations and to expose the abuses committed 
by state agents. Work to strengthen and protect human 
rights defenders contmued to be one of AI's priOrities. 

In Latin America, AI's special program of protecUon 
mechanisms for human rights defenders at risk worked 
closely with local and international organizations to 
develop and apply national programs of prOtection. 
This work Included supporting national and 
international internships, as well as Initiatives to 
enable mainly foreign nationals to accompany human 
rights defenders - including witnesses - facing 
imminent danger. Members of the electronic Human 
Rights Defenders Network for Latin America took 
special action on behalf of Brazilian human rights 
defenders, including AI members. Other actions 
Included Guatemalan defenders threatened and 
attacked because of their work on impunity, the 
�dlsappearance· of Colombian human rights activist 
Jairo Bedoya Hoyos, and activists campaigning for land 
rights and against police violence in Para, Brazil. 

In May AI published a report, Colombia: Protection of 
human rights defenders- one step forward, three seeps 
back(A1 Index, AMR 2J/022/2ooo) and launched a one­
year campaign on Colombian human rights defenders 
who continue to work despite the alarming dangers. 
The report emphasizes that while security measures 
offered by the authorities for human rights defenders at 
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risk -such as bullet·proof vests and remforcements for 
office premises-are welcome, they fail to address the 
root causes or complexity of the problem of military 
and paramilitary threats and attacks. 

In May AI conducted a workshop in Mexico to discuss 
the application of the UN Declaration on the Right and 
Responsibility of Individuals, Groups and Organs of 
Society to Promote and Protect Universally Recognized 
Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms. The 
workshop, attended by 40 defenders, was one part of a 
long·term strategy to build a national program on the 
protection of defenders. 

Following regional and sub· regional consultations 
during 1998 and 1999, a coordinator was appointed in 
April for a one-year campaign on human rights 
defenders m Western Africa Collaborative discussions 
with human rights NGOs in a number of countnes In the 
region resulted In a small international consultative 
meeting lOjune organized by AI Ghana. This meeting 
discussed the development of plans for materials and 
the organization of a launch event, and led to the 
establishment of coalitions of networks of human rights 
defenders, includingAJ members. 

Worldwide campaigns 
Take a step to stamp out torture 
In October the movement began a major new 
worldwide campaign, Take a step tosramp our torture, 
focusing on three key themes: the means of preventing 
torture; the role of discrimination In supporting the 
torture Innicted on certain groups In the population; 
and putting an end to the Impunity which has shielded 
so many people responsible for torture. The campaign 
was launched with a rolling program of media events in 
Tokyo, Beirut, Nairobi, London and Buenos Aires and in 
most of the countnes where AI has a section. A webstte 
was set up, www,Stoptorture,org. glvlngvlsltorsand 
subscnbers the opportuOlty to lake Immediate action 
on urgent cases with a risk of torture. For the first time, 
AI offered notices of urgent cases sent to subscribers' 
mobile telephones using �SMS· text messages. 

AI sections organized scores of publicity events and 
press briefings to raise public awareness about torture. 
These ranged from a marathon run in Peru toa 
motorbike tour in Nepal, a student march in Canada 
and visits to police stations in South Africa. 
Government offiCials and prime ministers pUblicly 
signed commitments to end tOrture. The campaign 
attracted extensive media coverage and members' 
protest actions swiftly began to draw responses from 
governments. 
Saudi Arabia 
Human rights are no longer a taboo subject in Saudi 
Arabia. Within days of AI's first·ever campaign against 
human rights Violations in the country being launched 
in March, the government, in an unprecedented step, 
announced its belief In the universality and 
mdivislbility of human rights. The authorities also gave 
undertakings to Introduce new legislation with more 
human nghts guarantees and acceded to the UN 
Women's Convention. A dynamic and unprecedented 
debate on human rights began in the media 
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Throughout the campaign AI activISts demonstrated 
their concern and outrage at the secrecy surroundmg 
human rights violations and at the suffering of 
countless victims, left with no saf�uards and no form 
of redress. 

AI members in Europe and North America focused 
their campaigmng on economic relations and the role 
of the bUSiness community. They lobbied their 
governments to voice their concerns about human 
rights In meetings with Saudi Arabian government 
officials, Asian members of AI focused on the plight of 
migrant workers. particularly women domestic 
workers suffering abuse at the hands of their 
employers, and organized meetings with trade unions 
and migrant workers' organizations, as well as their 
own governments, to raise awareness and diSCUSS 
solutions. Members in the Middle East and North 
Africa emphasized the urgency of addressing women's 
rights, particularly In terms of personal status. 
freedom of movement and equal opportunities 10 
employment. 

An Important breakthrough with this campaign was 
to end the silence of the international commumty 
about grave human rights violations in Saudi Arabia 
For the first lime statements by many governments 
raised concerns about the situation, 10 particular the 
lack of protection given to their own citizens caught up 
m the crlmmal Justice system, or In some cases 
demand 109 proper redress for their lack of protection. 
AI members campaigned in the streetS throughout the 
world, and thousands of signatures were collected m 
countnes as diverse as the Netherlands and Nepal, 
Morocco. Venezuela and Nigeria, united in their 
concern to end the secrecy and end the suffenng 10 
Saudi Arabia 

Other campaigns 
Other campaigns during the year covered human 
nghts abuses in Algeria. Belarus, Democratic Republic 
of the Congo, Haiti, India, IndoneSia, RUSSian 
Federation and Sudan. AI  members also mobil ized 
support for human rights defenders In Colombia, 
India and Western Africa, continued to develop 
Initiatives on economic relations and approaches to 
companies. and the transfer of military, security and 
police eqUipment. as well as undertaking pioneenng 
work on human fights Violations linked to Identlty­
based discrimination. In addition. Al  members 
mounted lobbymg opera lions at many of the 
worldwide and regional Intergovernmental 
organizations' meetings that took place, and 
partiCipated actively in meetings mcludmg the fifth­
year review of the Beljing Platform for Action 
(Beijing plus FIVe) and preparations for the World 
Conference against RaCism 

Children's rights 
For the 2000 Children's Rights Action and as part of 
AI's Campaign agamst Torture. AI launched a report on 
the torture and ill-treatment of children. Hidden 
scandal, secret shame (AI Index: ACf 40103B/2000) 
Drawing on AI's field research and other eVidence, the 
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report examines the contexts in which children are 
tortured. looks at the internatJonal legal framework 
that defines and prohibits torture, and makes 
numerous recommendations for ending the torture 
and ill-treatment of children. The report reveals that 
children are tortured because they are caught up in 
wars and political conflict; children suspected of 
criminal actiVity are most at nsk of torture at the 
hands of the state; children are often detamed m 
conditions that pose a threat to their health and 
safety; and many children face being beaten or 
sexually abused by the very adults who are supposed 
to protect them_ AI is calling on governments to fulfil 
their obligations under the Convention on the Rights 
of the Child (UN Children's Convention) to ensure that 
children are protected from torture and ill-treatment. 
AI members around the world undertook a variety of 
mitiatives such as a pamting competltion for children; 
distributing postcards urging governments to ·stop 
the torture of children now·; taking action on appeal 
cases of children who had been tortured; and 
organizing school actiVities Including essay 
competitions 

AI's actlVtsts have contmued to lobby on the 
Optional Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on 
the involvement of children in armed confliCt. On 25 
May the UN General Assembly adopted the Optional 
Protocol by consensus. The focus of AI's lobbYing, in 
close cooperation with the International Coalition to 
Stop the Use of Child Soldiers. has now moved on to 
encourage all states to ratify it, wnhout reservations, to 
implement it 10 national law, and to make declarations 
endorsing 18 as the minimum age at which voluntary 
recruitment will be permitted. The aim of the campaign 
is for a mmimum of lOO signatures and 50 ratlflcations 
ofthe Optional Protocol by the UN Special Summit on 
Children In September 2001. 

AI's members also took action for the rights of 
children who found themselves in the firing line In 
Sierra Leone and In Israel and the Occupied 
Territories. 

AI's work for juvenile Justice is ongoing. In 2000 AI's 
activists continued to Investigate cases of people who 
were faCing the death penalty in the USA for crimes they 
were convicted of committmg when they were under 
18. The use of the death penalty on child offenders 
Violates numerous international agreements, includmg 
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
and the UN Children's Convention 

Many children who come into contact with the 
justice system encounter torture, ill-treatment and 
cruel. inhuman and degrading conditions of detention 
AI members continued to campaign on the juvenile 
detention system, Foundation for the Well-BeIng of 
Minors (FEBEM) in sao Paulo state, Brazil, which 
collapsed Into cnsis in October 1999 when years of 
overcrowding and ill-treatment led to a series of 
violent riots in one of FEBEM's detention centres. Since 
then the reforms undertaken have fallen far short of 
those required to tackle the Crisis. AI called on the Sao 
Paulo government to take lmmediate steps to address 
the human rights crisis in FEBEM. 
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Women's Rights 
In 2000 AI's Women's Rights Action highlighted the 
ongOing struggle for women's rights. Central to this was 
AI's lobbymg for the ratification of the Optional 
Protocol to the UN Convention on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Discrimination against Women (UN Women's 
Convention) and work at the review of the 1995 UN 
World Conference on Women, held In Beijmg 

The year 1999 ended with the adoption of the new 
Optional Protocol to the UN Women's Convention by 
the UN General Assembly which will provide an 
errective tool to fight discrimination against women. I! 
creates a mechanism wherf>hy individual women In 
countries which have ratified the Protocol have the 
right to bring complaints to the Committee on the 
ElimInation of DiscrimInation against Women (CEDAW) 
allegmg a violation of the rights in the Convention 
Under the Protocol (he Committee will also be able to 
carry out an inqUiry if it receives rehable information 
mdicatlng grave or systematic violations by a state 
party to the Convention 

In June, an AI delegation attended, along with UN 
member states, a speCial session of the UN General 
Assembly to review the delivery of commitments to 
promote women's equality, peace and development 
drawn up during the Beijlng Conference. Delegates 
from the Middle East, Including AI's Moroccan delegate, 
managed to stage a lightning picket at the main gate of 
(he UN building although they were threatened With 
arrest. Three days before the end of the UN meeting, 
the AI delegates mounted a silent protest. Within 24 
hours, At activists produced hundreds of white T-shirts 
emblazoned with the slogan �No Going Back -Women's 
Rights are Human Rights· in different languages, which 
were distributed to women NGO delegates. The 
message, visible during the final two days of the UN 
seSSion, was Simple and yet powerful. 

Reactions to the outcome of the seSSion were mixed. 
There was a reaffirmation of the universality and 
Indivisibility of women's rights and human rights. but 
some governments deliberately aVOided repeating the 
phrase �women's rights are human rights· which 
appeared in previous UN documents including the 
Beijing Platform for Action. However, new 
commitments to combat domestic Violence against 
women and girls were added with specific references to 
marital rape; crimes committed In the name of honour 
and passion; and racism and racially motivated 
violence. 

Many AI members around the world took part In the 
Women's World March 2000 against Poverty and all 
Forms of Violence against Women. Organized by the 
Federation des Femmes du Ouebecof Canada, the 
event was supported by international and grass-roots 
women's organizations worldwide. Women's rights 
activists all over the world marched to raise awareness 
about poverty and all forms of violence against women 
as obstacles to women's attainment of equality, 
development and peace; to demand greater 
accountability by governments and the international 
(rade and financial institutions for changes reqUired to 
improve the status of women and women's quality of 
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life; and to forge global solidarity With grass-roots 
women's movements around the issues of poverty and 
violence against women. 

As part of the program of action on Saudi Arabia, AI's 
women's rights activists campaigned against abuses of 
women. They organized appeal cases, petitions, 
demonstrations, meetings, workshops and letter· 
writing actions. as well as approaching Saudi Arabian 
embaSSies and foreign ministries In the actiVists' 
countries. They also participated in the response to the 
Sierra Leone criSiS, campaigning on the issue of rape 
and other forms of sexual violence against girls and 
women. in addition, AI members responded to an 
actlon on the trafficking of women from countries of 
the former Soviet Union to work in the sex Industry in 
Israel 

The rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgendered people 
The year was marked by an inCreasing activism and 
outreach to the gay rights community by AI led by Its 
own growing network of gay fights advocates and 
activists in more than 40 countries 

In July, AI took part in World Pride in Rome. thiS was 
an important and high-profile event at which gay rights 
were openly stated as a legitimate human fights Issue. 
Despite efforts to disrupt the event, the mood was very 
positive with activists from around the world marching 
to proclaim gay pride. AI's presence highlighting 
discrimination against the gay community as a human 
rights issue prOVided a strong human rights dimension 
to the media and public perception of the event. AI held 
a press conference and mounted a rally, which was well 
covered by local and international media Human rights 
defenders from the gay community were present, 
including one on whose behalf Al members have 
campaigned. 

A leading human rights defender In Zimbabwe, 
Poliyana Mangwlro, of Gays and Lesbians of Zimbabwe 
(GAll). took part in an AI speaker's tour In February 
and March, viSiting nine AI sections. She was met by an 
enthusiastic and engaged audience at all her speaking 
engagements and the tour provided Wide media 
coverage to GALZ and the Situation of lesbian and gay 
human rights defenders in Zimbabwe The tour also 
gave GAlZ contacts wnh lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender (LGBD organizations Internationally and 
wIth the Wider human rights movement. 

AI's LGBT activists were mobilized to campaign on 
behalf of prisoner of conscience Anwar Ibrahlm, former 
Deputy Prime MiniSter and Finance Mlnisrerof 
Malaysia, who was sentenced on charges of sodomy, 
and on behalf of members of the transgendered 
community in Valencia, Carabobo State, Venezuela. 
who continue to be harassed and jailed in conditions 
which may amount to i1Hreatment. 

AI's work on the USA has COntinued with actions on 
prisons In California and Mississippi in response to 
reports of attacks against gay pnsoners and the 
inadequate care of prisoners With HIV/ AIDS. LGBT 
activiSTS also responded 10 Urgent Actions on 
Argentina, Brazil and Saudi Arabia. 
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Military, security and police transfers 
In looo the AI MIlitary, Security and Police (MSP) 
network grew to include coordinators In over 60 
countries worldwide. This was matched by a significant 
Increase in campalgmngand research undertaken by AI 
and partner NGOs. Such MSPcampalgntng and research 
has become a key focus of AI's work in increasing the 
pressure on those directly responsible for human fights 
violations and highlighting the responsibility of 
supplier governments 

International advocacy and campaignmg actions 
were produced and carried out on a wide range of AI's 
concerns on MSP Issues. This included the internatlonal 
trade in weapons, equipment and training fuelling the 
conflict in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and 
calls for tougher controls on brokers and greater 
transparency In MSP export legislation. An acuon on 
MSP was produced as part of the program of action on 
Saudi Arabia 

DUring 2000, AI acttvists around the world 
campaigned with great skill and commitment on a 
range of MSP issues. Durtng the French Presidency of 
the European Union, the French World Cup-wtnnlng 
football team called for tough small arms controls, 
gaining wide media coverage and raising the profile of 
the debate In France. This was followed by an 
international conference on small arms at the French 
senate, attended by government and Civil society 
representatives from across Europe and West Africa. In 
Italy the launch of the campaIgn on small arms engaged 
decision makers and journalists, and generated mass 
popular support South Africa saw the first ever Africa 
Youth Camp attended by young people from over 2S 

nations focusing on MSP Issues. In the USA, the call for 
the government to halt transfers of attack helicopters 
to Israel during the recent connlct had a slgntficant 
impact on Instituttonal and public opinion, and in the 
UK the jOint AI/Oxfam -tough arms controls· campaign 
gained the support of top politlclans,trade umonists 
and the public leading to the government proposing 
new legislation 

AI's CriSIS work In Sierra Leone and In Israel and the 
Occupied Terntorles had a strong focus on MSP Issues 
During the response to the Sierra Leone criSIS, the AI 
movement campaigned to end continuing military 
assistance to rebel forces, including by calling for 
effective controls on arms brokers and an end to the 
illiCit trade In diamonds from Sierra Leone. linking the 
sale of conflict diamonds to the flow of weapons Into 
Sierra Leone was a successful Issue, stimulating 
excellent AI activity around the world including In 
Belgium, COte d'lvoire, Israel and the USA. In December 
AI called fordeterminedaction to halt thearms-for­
diamonds trade follOWing the publicauon of the results 
of a UN investigation 

Companies 
More than 20 AI sections worked on approaches to 
companies in 2000, Training seminars were held in 
London and New York for AI actiVISts which discussed 
practical ways In which AI can Influence corporate 
behaviour AI business groups conunued to develop 
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their contacts with companies based In their countries 
through diSCUSSions, smaller bilateral meetings, and 
direct talks with compames active In countries faCing 
human rights Crises, In meetings With offiCials of the 
diamond Industry during the Sierra Leone crisis AI 
stressed the Importance of effecttve international 
regulation of the diamond trade in ending human rights 
abuses, Theorganlzatlon also made representations to 
the dlplomallc community and the UN 

As part of Its ongOing work, AI promoted the 
responsibility of companies to adhere to human rights 
prtnciples. AI also participated In discussions to 
develop practical components of the Global Compact, 
an Inluative of the Office of the UN Secretary-General 
AI representatives spoke at national and international 
conferences on Issues related to corporate conduct, 
reporting of business activities, and human rights 

As part of the campaign on Saudi Arabia, AI Issued a 
booklet, S8udIArabl. Open {orbusmess(AI Index· 
MDE 2)/082/2000). This presented an overview of the 
Saudi Arabian business world and demonstrated how 
companies can apply Internationally recognized 
standards on human rights despite difficult operaung 
envlronments_ The bUSiness community received It 
with considerable interest. 

Human rights education 
AI structures around the world continued to reflect the 
Importance of human rights education (HRE) by 
implementing a varied range of innovative and 
effective programs. 

In many countries, AI leads the way in lobbying for 
human rights to be included In the CUrriculum for 
primary, secondary and tertiary education. In some 
cases this Is successful, but there are stili too many 
governments in all regions who are unwilling to make 
the commitment to officially Integrate education on 
human rights Into curricula. 

A number of AI sections Integrated human rights 
education Into their plans for the campaign against 
torture. For example, AI Belgium, AI Italy and AI 
Spain worked with schools on developing projects 
and materials, AI Canada produced materials for 
youth and students and AI Ecuador organized a 
schools painting competition on the theme ·Stop 
Torture". AI Mongolia targeted the training of law 
enforcement personnel and held seminars 
speCifically on torture. AI Nepal Initiated a range of 
activities aimed at children including a regular 
children's column in the section's newsletter, AI 
developed a package of materials that teachers can 
adapt for use in schools 

An HRE strategy Is being followed In Africa that 
demonstrates the long-term planning needed for 
sustainable HRE programs. The strategy first aims to 
develop the skills and knowledge required to plan, 
manage and implement HRE programs_ Regional 
workshops conducted for Cote d'lvolre, Senegal and 
Togo as well as for Ghana, Gambia, Nigeria and Sierra 
Leone have covered such topics as strategic planning, 
Interactive methodologies, evaluation and 
rundraislng, These will be followed up on a national 



basiS with more specific capacity-building programs 
and the implementation of planned HRE programs. 

A small workshop for section activists was held in 
London 10 discuss Ihe role HRE can play In developing a 
better understanding of women's rights. The workshop 
identified that including women's rights In HRE 
programs can play a major role 10 strengthening AI 
structures. AI Morocco has developed strong links with 
a number of NGOs that work for women's rights and will 
include them as target groups in their HRE program 

AI representatives attended the UN Decade of 
Human Rights Education mid-term review 10 Geneva. 
They supported the recommendations that ask 
countries to reaffirm their commitment to HRE by 
developing and Implementing nauonal HRE strategies 
and committees and providing more resources and 
initiatives for HRE structures and programs. The review 
identified that there were too many ad hocacuvlties 
and not suffiCient attention given to a long-term 
approach that can ensure human rights are integrated 
Into all parts of society. 

Refugees 
AI continued to campaign and take action on behalf of 
asylum-seekers and refugees at risk of being forcibly 
returned to countries where they might face human 
rights violations. AI sections and structures across the 
world provided deciSion-makers and asylum-seekers 
with information about human rights abuses in 
countries of origIn, and also took action to try to stop 
the forCible return of hundreds of individual refugees. 

AI Canada intervened with the Canadian MlOister of 
CItizenship and Immigration to prevent the deportation 
of several Libyans whose asylum claims were not 
successful, fearing that they would be at serious risk of 
human rights violations after return. In November, two 
Egyptian families were granted refugee status in 
Germany after AI had issued a worldwide public 
appeal; their initial asylum applications had been 
rejected as manifestly unfounded in an accelerated 
procedure. Other appeals issued included the forCible 
return of Libyans from Jordan, and the ill-treatment 
and forCible return from Lebanon of Sudanese asylum­
seekers and refugees. 

AI continued Its work toensure that states fulfil their 
obligations under International law and scrupulously 
observe the prinCiple of non-refoulementby not 
clOSing their borders in situations of mass Innux of 
refugees. AI continued to stress thiS prinCiple m 
international forums in connection with the evaluation 
of the response to the Kosovo cnsis In 1999. The same 
concerns were also reiterated In connection with the 
closure of the border With Sierra Leone by Guinea and 
the closure of borders with Afghanistan by TaJiklstan 
and Pakistan. 

Al urged that countries still hostlOg Bosnian 
refugees observe voluntary repatriation standards, 
and that those Bosnian refugees who cannot yet 
exercise their right to return In safety and with dignity 
to their homes in eastern Republika Srpska should not 
be forCibly returned to other parts of Bosnia­
Herzegovlna. 
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AI  also contmued to campaign and lobby against 
restriCtive legislative and other measures which would 
deny asylum-seekers and refugees access to fair and 
satisfactory asylum procedures. On a regional level, AI 
participated in the joint UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) and Organization of African Unity 
(OAU) meeting of Government and Non-Government 
Technical Experts on the loth Anniversary of the 1969 
OAU Convention on the Specific Aspects of Refugee 
Problems in Africa. This resulted in a Platform for 
Action which provides further gUidance to 
governments In the region hosting refugees. AI's 
European Union (EU) Association commented on EU 
proposals on "temporary protecuon�, minimum 
standards for asylum procedures, reviSion of the Dublin 
Convention (which currently decides which member 
state IS responSible for conSidering an application for 
asylum), reception conditions and earner sanctions 
which fall shor( of international refugee and human 
rights law and standards. AI's EU ASSOCiation also 
successfully campaigned for the InclUSion of a 
prOVision on the right to asylum and prohibition of 
refoulement and collective expulsion in the non­
binding Charter of Fundamental RIghts of the European 
Union which was endorsed at the EU summit In Nice In 
December. 

Numerous initiatives were taken by Al sections. AI 
Senegal raised concerns about the quality of decision­
making 10 the National Refugee CommiSSion, the 
deCISion-making authority for asylum claims. AI Ghana 
worked to ensure the rights of refugees from various 
African countries who had sought protection in Ghana 
They had arnved in Ghana claiming that they had been 
denied effective refugee protection In Burkina Faso. AI 
Australia reacted against the Australian government's 
claims that victims of specifiC forms of gender-based 
persecution (such as ·honour� killings and trafficking) 
were not deserving of protection under the UN Refugee 
Convention. AI Sweden successfully participated In a 
campaign together With other NGOs against a Swedish 
government proposal on the establishment of a new 
temporary protecllon regime In situations of mass 
Oight which would effectively deprive refugees of rights 
they otherwise would be guaranteed under Swedish 
law_ The proposal was Withdrawn before it was voted 
on m parliament. AI Ireland VOiced ItS concerns about 
the coming into force of the Irish Refugee Act 1996, 
mainly on Issues of shortcomlOgs in prOVisions on 
detention, accelerated procedures, and the short time 
limits within which representations can be made on 
behalf of asylum-seekers. 
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Intergovernmental o�anizations play an Important 
role In the protection and promotion of human fights 
worldwide. ThroughOUl lOOO. AI continued ItS efforts to 
further its human rights work by seekmg to influence 
International and regional organizations both in terms 
of campaigning against ongOing human rights abuses 
and In promoting international standards for the 
protection of human rights. Below are some of the 
highlights of AI's work with these organizations. 

UN Headquarters. New Yark 
AI continued to encourage the Security Council to 
conSider the human rights situation of countries they 
were deliberatIng as well as the impact of armed conflict 
on specifIC groups of people, such as women, children, 
refugees and the internally displaced. Where the UN has 
established peace-keepmgoperations, such as In 
Kosovo, Sierra Leone and East Timor, AI called for the 
Security CounCil to ensure that all UN personnel Involved 
be adequately trained In human nghts standards and that 
there bea system for holding peace-keeping troops 
accountable for any human rights violations committed, 
Including a complaints mechanism. In the case of East 
Tlmor, where the UN Is the de facto government and 
custodian of the human rights of the Citizens, Al reviewed 
the role of the United NauonsTransitional Authority for 
East Tlmor (UNTAED, making specinc recommendations 
In theareasofthecreation of a human fights cullUre; 
ending Impuniry and assisting reconciliation; creating 
human fights institutions; and enacting legislation and 
mechanisms for the protection of the rights of women, 
children and minority groups (see East Timor: Building a 
new country based on human rights, AI Index: ASA 
57/00s12ooo). ln the case of Sierra Leone, AI provided a 
detailed analysIs of the draft statute of the Special Court 
for Sierra Leone and encouraged the CounCil to ensure 
that the Jurisdiction of the Court and the provIsions of its 
statute would enable it to be ajust, fair and effective tool 
towards ending impunity In Sierra Leone (see SIerra 
Leone: Recommendaflons on the draft statute of the 
SpecIal Court, AI Index. AFR 51/08j/zooo). 

Working with other non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs) and in collaboration With the United Nations 
Development Fund far Women (UNIFEM), AI urged the 
Security Council to address the impact of armed connict 
on women and the fact that women are not adequately 
represented In deCision-making on negotiating, 
building or consolidating peace. In October 2000, 
under the PreSidency of Namibia, the Security Council 
held a debate on women and peace and security and 
was briefed by women and NGOs. Following these 
discussions, the Secunty CounCil unanimously adopted 
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an histonc resolution that reaffirmed the Important 
role of women In conflict resolution and peace­
building, emphaSized the need for a gender-sensitive 
approach to peace-keeping and invlled the UN 
Secretary-General to report on these malters. 

AI partiCipated in the UN Special Session "Women 
2000: Gender Equality, Development and Peace 
for the 21St Century" <the Beljlng plus Five Review). AI  
lobbied to ensure that there would be no going back on 
what had been achieved in the Beijing Declaration and 
Program of Action, particularly on women's human 
rights. In addition, AI lobbied strongly for the Outcome 
Document of the plus Five Review to renect Important 
developments on women's rights, such as the adopllon 
of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination agamst 
Women; the inclusion In the Rome Statute of the 
International Cnminal Court of all forms of sexual 
Violence as a warcnme and, in certain instances, as a 
Cfime against humanity or genocide; and the need for 
governments to make new commitments regarding the 
responsibility of the state for particular issues, such as 
-honour cnmes· and abuses by non-state actors. To 
coincide with the plus Five Review, AI published a 
report. Respect, protect, fulfil women's human fights: 
State responsibIlity for abuses by ·non-srateactors�(A1 
Index: JOR )0/00212000). 

As part of AI's ongoing work to abolish the death 
penalty, and With the cooperation of the UN Staff Union, 
AI arranged for the premier screening of The Hurricane in 
the UN General Assembly Hall. The film Illustrates how 
racism can infect criminal trials, an Issue of major 
relevance in the USA where, for example, race, ethniC 
origin and economic status appear to be key 
determinants in who will receive a death sentence and 
who Will not. In December 2000, UN Secretary-General 
Kon Annan received a petition of more than three million 
signatures from all over the world calling for a universal 
moratOflum on the death penalty from representatives 
of AI. Moratonum 2000 and the Sant'Egldio Community. 

UN Geneva 
In 1998 the Commission on Human Rights initiated a 
review of its themadc and country specific special 
procedures With a view to enhancing the effectiveness 
of those mechanisms. An Inter-sessional working group 
established by the Commission produced a report which 
was adopted by the CommiSSion in April 2000 but which 
failed to address adequately the serious problems faced 
by these bodies. While the number of new mandates 
created by the Commission has risen by over a third 
since 1995, resources from the UN regular budget have 
shrunk and consequently the UN servicing of these 
mandates has diminished. AI urged the Commission to 
call upon all states to extend open invitations to the UN 
special mechanisms, to schedule more time for 
diSCUSSion and follow-up of reports from the special 
procedures and their recommendations, and to urge 
member states attending the General Assembly to vote 
for the necessary funds from the regular budget. 

As part of its work in relation to UN thematic 
mechanisms, AI briefed the Special Rapporteuron 
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torture prior to his visit to Brazil and the Special 
Rapporteur on extrajudicial. summary or arbitrary 
executions in preparation for a possible visit 10 the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories. In cooperation with 
the Law Society of England and Wales, AI produced a 
document entnled The United Nations Thematic 
Mechanisms - Update zooo; An overvIew of the" work 
and mandates(Al lndex: IOR 40/02012000), avatlable In 
English, French. Spanish, Arabic and Turkish. Dunng the 
annual meettngof the CommiSSion on Human Rights 
mechanisms dealing with specific themes or countnes. 
AI encouraged the systematIC inclusion of an in·depth 
analysis of states' performances as well as an 
assessment of governments' responses in the reports of 
the mechanisms to the Commission. AI also expressed 
concern that the limits placed on the length of reports 
presented to the Commission could result In less 
satisfactory reports. 

At the fifth special session of the Commission on 
Human Rights concerning the human rights situation in 
Israel and the Occupied Territories, AI cal1ed for the 
creation of a standing body of international 
investigators. Experiences in Algeria. East Timor, Togo, 
and most recently the Occupied Territories demonstrate 
that the UN is iII·equipped to investigate complex human 
rights violations. Members of the standing body would 
have proven expertise in international cnminal justice 
and in conducting criminal investlgations, lncluding 
forensic science and bal1istics. These highly qualified 
professionals would be selected by the UN Secretary· 
General on the basis of nominations from member states 
or sought out by the Secretary·General. They would 
undertake to be available for a fixed period of time to 
form rapid response Investigative teams when required. 
To ensure independence and impartiality, no member of 
a team would be a national of the country or territory 
under investigation. The UN would provide training to 
the experts in international human rights and 
humanitarian law. 

Against a backdrop of Initiatives from Australia and 
the United Kingdom to restrict refugee protection, the 
UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) launched 
a Global Consultation on International Refugee 
Protection The consultation, which coincided wllh 
the 50th Anniversary of the 1951 Convention relating to 
the Status of Refugees, Is intended to clarify the scope 
of refugee protection, but Al fears that it might go 
beyond the UNHCR mandate to protect refugees, as 
governments seek out new ways to manage migratIon 
nows. AI called on the UNHCR and governments to 
allow NGOs full participation In the process and not to 
deviate from the issue of refugee protection. 

In September 2000, AI sent an Open Letter to 
Australian Prime Minister John Howard, after his 
government's threat to review its cooperation with 
the UN treaty bodies and only to cooperate with UN 
thematic special rapporteurs and working groups if 
there are �compelling reasons to do so- In the letter, 
AI stated that the measures announced would 
undermine the UN human rights protection machinery 
and set a bad example for other countries that wish to 
avoid international scrutiny of thetr human rights 
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record. AI called on the Pnme Minister to abide by 
trealy obligations to extend full cooperation to the 
UN thematic and other human rights experts wishing 
to visit Australia. AI continues to monitor initiatives 
by States 10 �rationalizeR the treaty·body system 

As In previous years, AI sent a representative to 
observe the Committee on the Application of Standards of 
the International Labour Conference on 
governments' effective implementation of International 
labour standards. AI raised concerns about the situation 
in Myanmar under the International labour Organisation 
Convention 29 on forced labour; in Pakistan under 
Convention loson the abolition of forced labour: and In 
Colombia and Swaziland under Convention 870n freedom 
of association and protection of the right to orgamze. 

Regional intergovernmental organizations 
Al made recommendations to the Organization of 
African Unity (OAU) on the establishment of the African 
Committee of Experts on the Rights and Welfare of the 
Child. In particular. AI called for the full integration of 
the work of this Committee into the OAU and urged 
member states to nominate independent experts for 
election to the Committee. AI conunues to campatgn for 
OAU member states to ratify the African Charter on the 
Rights and Welfare of the Child, which came into force on 
29 November 1999. At the sessions of the African 
Commission on Human and Peoples' Rights, AI 
raised concerns about the human rights situation in 
Zimbabwe and human rights defenders in Africa. 

Throughout the year, AI sought to innuence the 
European Union (EU) to act more vIgorously and 
coherently to implement Its growing human rights 
mandate. Through the Brussels office of Its EU 
Association, AI provided Information to the Council, 
the Commission and the European Parliament on the 
many countries with which the EU has relattons. In 
doing so, AI consistently urged that more substance be 
given 10 the human rights clause that constitutes an 
�essential element- of the agreements the EU concludes 
with other countries 

AI issued numerous appeals and bnefings in efforts 
to influence the EU Common Foreign and Security 
POlicy. AI made special efforts in connection with 
certain priority countries, including lobbYing the EU 
institutions In Brussels and in the member states' 
capitals through the AI sections. Some of those 
countries featured prominently In the EU joint 
positioning at the 2000 session of the UN Commission 
on Human Rights - notably Chechnya, subject of an EU· 
inttiated resolution, and China with which the EU is 
conducting a special human rights dialogue, of which AI 
has been increasmgly critical Al also submitted 
information on human rights in the countries In Central 
and Eastern Europe and the Mediterranean. including 
Turkey, that are candidates to join the EU 

AI drew attention to human nghts abuses within EU 
member states, especially torture and ill·treatment, 
and called for monttoringand accoumabtlltyat 
national and EU level. In proposals made at the start of 
AI's campaign against torture in October, the EU was 
urged to declare the eradication and prevention of 
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torture a key objective o f  EU human rights policy. AI's 
suggestion that guidelines on torture be developed for 
use in relations with non·EU countries (modelled on 
those the EU had operated successfully on the death 
penalty since 1998) met with positive interest. 

The European Charter of Fundamental Rights 
adopted at the Nice summit in December 2000 
prompted Al to reiterate Its call for the EU to accede to 
international human rights treaties, Including the 
European Convention on Human Rights 

An important focus for AI's work at the EU were the 
comprehenSive memoranda drawn up by the respective 
AI sections and AI's Brussels office and submined to the 
incoming presidency government. In 2000 AI thus 
addressed the Portuguese and French presidencies, and 
prepared ror the 2001 presidencies by Sweden and Belgium 

AI ensured a hIgh pronle for the campaign against 
torture at the Warsaw Human Dimension 
Implementation Meeting of the Ors:anizatlon for 
Security and Co-operation In Europe (OSCE) on 
"Human Rights and Inhuman Treatment or Punishment" 
in March. In addition to presenting a statement to the 
meeting on AI's concerns about torture and Ill· 
treatment 10 Europe today, the organization held a 
special Interest meetmg to Introduce the new global 
campaign to interested members of government 
delegations and NGO representatIves. 

AI also undertook training on international 
standards for fair trial for OSCE trial monitors in 
Kosovo and distributed AI's Fair rrialsmanua/(AI 
Index: POl 30/00211998), To mark the 50th an01versary 
of the European ConventIon on Human Rights, AI 
published a report and launched an actlon on the issue 
of Impunity for torture and il l·treatment in member 
states of the Council of Europe. An AI representative 
attended the CounCIl of Europe jnte�overnmental 
conference in Rome. AI also attended a meeting of 
international human rights NGOs with the Council of 
Europe Commissioner of Human Rights In Paris 

AI. in cooperation with other NGOs, COntinued to 
encourage the Inter-American CommiSSion on Human 
Rights to develop its work on human rights defenders, 
Including carrying out a close study of their situation. At 
the General Assemblyofthe Ors:anizadon of American 
States, NGOs pushed for the adoption of a stronger 
resolUl1on on human rights defenders, for action on the 
use of chIld soldiers and the sItuation In Peru, and for 
public support for the creation of the International 
Cnmlnal Court (rCO In the context of discussIons on 
strengthenmg the inter·Amencan system for human 
nghts, AI COntinued to raiseconcems on retrograde steps 
taken by Trmidad and Tobago and Peru, and encouraged 
states to show their commitment to upholding human 
rights by ratifying the regional standards. 

Oeveloping international human rights law 
AI was actIve in the negotiations on the Opdonal 
Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the 
Child on the involvement of children in anned 
conflict to raIse to 18 years the age at which children can 
be recruited Into armed forces or groups and participate 
in hostilIties. A founder member of the International 
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Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers, AI worked 
closely with Coahtion partners In campaigning and 
lobbying activities to strengthen anicles during the 
draftingofthe Protocol. In May .2000, the Protocol was 
adopted by the UN General Assembly. Ai is campaigning 
for a minimum of 100 signatures and so ratifications of 
the Protocol by the UN General Assembly Special SeSSion 
on Children in September 2001. 

AI contmued to partic1pate In the elaboration of other 
International standards, including the draft optIonal 
protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, 
Inhuman or DegradmgTreatment or Punishment and the 
draft International conventIon on wdlsappearances". 

International Criminal Court 
AI continued Its work as one of more than 1,000 NGO 
members of the Coalition for an International Criminal 
Court, campaigning for states to Sign and ratify the 
Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court and 
enact effective implementing legislatIon, The ICC will 
be established after 60 states have ratified the Rome 
Statute. There were 27 ratiflcatlons and 139 signatures 
at the end of the year. 

All AI sections and non·sectlon structures have been 
requested, as a priority, to lobby their own 
governments and governments in other countries to 
ratify the Rome Statute. To this end, AI produced an ICC 
wratificatlon ki( which provides advice on lobbying, 
model letters and draft press releases as well as a series 
of fact sheets containing summaries and explanations 
of important aspects of the ICC and a wChecklist for 
effective implementation". The fact sheets cover such 
topics as prosecuting crimes against humanity, 
ensuring justice for women, and fair trial guarantees. 

As part of its continued work to establish a just, fair 
and effective ICC, AI participated in all sessions of the 
Preparatory Commissions for the InternatIonal 
Criminal Court and lobbied government delegations to 
draft effective Rules of Procedure and EVidence as well 
as the Elements of Crimes , a supplementary instrument 
designed to aid the Court in interpreting the Statute. 

Selected AI reports 
• The United Nations Thematic MechanIsms - Update 

2000: An overview of their work and mandates (AI 
Inde.: 10R 401020/2000) 

• 2001 UN Commission on Human Rights: Bridging the 
gap between rights and realities (AI Index: 10R 
41 /014/2000) 

• Respect, protect, fulfil -Women's human rights: State 
responsibi lity for abuses by 'non-state actors' (AI 
Index: 10R 501001/2000) 

• Child Soldiers: Criminals or victims' (AI Index: 10R 
501002/2000) 

• Sierra Leone: Recommendations on the draft Statute of 
the SpeCial Court (AI Index: AFR 51 /083/2000) 

• International Criminal Court: Checklist for effective 
Implementation (Al lnde.: 10R 401011 /2000) 

• RatificatIon Kit: lobbying for effective ratificatIon of 
the Rome Statute ofthe International Criminal Court 
(Available as a ratification kit) 
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Rome Statute ofthe International Criminal Court 

As at I January 2001, 139 states had signed the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court and 27 of them had 
ratified it.On )1 December 2000, the deadline for signing the Statute expired. States which had not signed the 
Statute by that date Will have to accede to the Statute in a single step. 
-Indicates ratiricatlons or signatures that took place in 2000. 

Countries that have signed 
and ratified 

Austria· 
Belgium· 
Belize· 
Botswana· 
canada-
FIJi 
Finland-
France-
Gabon· 
Germany· 
Ghana 
Iceland· 
Italy 
lesotho· 
lw(embourg* 
Mali· 
Marshall lslands '* 
NewZealand* 
Norway· 
San Marino 
Senegal 
Sierra leone * 
South Africa '* 
Spain-
Tajikistan '* 
Trinidad and Tobago 
Venezuela· 

Countries that have signed 
Albania 
Algeria· 
Andorra 
Angola 
Antigua and Barbuda 
Argentina 
Armema 
Australia 
Bahamas· 
Bahrain-
Bangladesh 
Barbados' 
Benin 
Bolivia 
Bosnla and Herzegovlna­
BraZil-
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Bulgaria 
Burkina Faso 
Burundi 
Cambodia­
Cameroon 
CapeVerde-
Central African Republic 
Chad 
Chile 
Colombia 
Comoros· 
Congo (Rept.tbhcofthe) 

Congo (Dtmocrabt �bhcofthe)­

Costa Rica 
Cote d'lvoire 
Croatia 
Cyprus 
Czech Republic 
Denmark 
Djibouti 
Dominican Republic· 
Ecuador 
Egypt' 
Eritrea 
Estonia 
Gambia 
Georgia 
Greece 
Guinea' 
Gumea-Bissau· 
Guyana-
Haiti 
Honduras 
Hungary 
Iran-
Ireland 
Israel-
Jamaica· 
Jordan 
Kenya 
Korea (RepublIC of)· 

Kuwait­
Kyrgyz>tan 
latvia 
Liberia 
Liechtenstein 
Lithuania 
Macedonia (Former YUCj01lav lWpubltc of) 

Madagascar 
Malawi 
Malta 
Mauritius 
Mexico­
Moldova ­
Monaco 
Mongolia­
Moro(.co· 
Mozambique· 
Namibia 
Nauru'* 
Netherlands 
Niger 
Nigeria· 
Oman 
Panama 
Paraguay 
Peru· 
Philippines· 
Poland 
Portugal 
Romania 
Russian Federation· 
St Lucia 
Samoa 
Sao Tome and Principe· 
Seychelles· 
Slovakia 
Slovenia 
Solomon Islands 
Sudan· 
Sweden 
SWitzerland 
Syria· 
Tanzania· 
thailand' 
Uganda 
Ukratne-
United Arab Emirates· 
United Kingdom 
United States of Amenca · 
Uruguay-
Uzbekistan-
Yemen-
Yugoslavia (Fed .... , Repubhc of)­
Zambia 
Zimbabwe 
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Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child 
on the involvement of children in armed conflict 

The Optional Protocol to {he Convention on the Rights of the Child (UN Children's Convention) requires 10 
ratiflcatlons to enter mto force. By the end of 2000, 7S states had signed the Protocol and three of them had ratified 
It_ (All signatures and ratifications took place in 2000.) This information is taken from: www.untreaty.un.org. 

Ratifications Czech Republic KD .... I.."....Kof) Peru 
BangWlesh Den"",rtt Lesotho Philipptnes 
camldl Ecuador UKhtenste,n Portugal 
Sn t.nkl El Salvldor IIIxembourg Romania 

Finland Madopscor Sin Marino 
Sign.tures Fronce MIIaw; Senogal 
Andomo Gabon Mali Sierro t.one 
ArgIntiml Gambil MIIII Singapore 
Austria Germany Mexico Sloveni. 
Azerba,jln GreKe Momoco Spoin 
BeIg,um ""Ie"",la Morocco Sweden 
Bel ... "u,_i ... u Nlmlbia Switzerland 
_11 and Herzegovrna HoIySao Nluru Turttey 
BraZIl lcel<lnd Napol Ukraine 
cambodia IreI<Ind Nltherlands United Kingdom 
Colombia IIIIy _ z.al<lnd United States of America 
Congo ("'-to'" """,,blk Jamaica Nrgena Uruguay 
oldie' Jordan Notway VlneDlel. 
Costa Rica Ka .. kstan Panama VietNam 
Cuba Klnya Paraguay 

Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of 
All Forms of Discrimination against Women 

The Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (UN 
Women's Convention) entered into force on 22 December 2000. By the end of 2000, 13 states had ratified, two had 
acceded to tt, and another so had Signed it. This Information Is taken from www.untreaty,un.org . • Indicates 
ratlfications, accessions or Signatures that took place 2000. 

Ratiflcations/ S!gutures "reece Norway 
Accessions ArgIntina' Guatemala· PlnllTll· 
Austria· AlerHljan· "ul .... -8I ... u· Paraguay 
Bangladesh' Belgium Iceland Peru' 
BoI .... • "'In' Indonesi.· Phlllpp'nes' 
Denmartt· _ .. and Klukstan' Portugal' 
Finland' HImogcMna' �. Roma ... • 
Fronce' Bulgaria' �'n Sao T_ and Prindpo' 
Hungary (1CQSSIon1' ChIle Lithuanll'  Sierro t.one. 
IreI<Ind' Colombia Luxambourg SlcMnia 
Italy' Costa Rica Macedonl<ll_ Spoln '  
Mlh (ICCISSIOIII'  CnIItia· ....... �Kof)· Sweden 
Namibia' Cuba' Madlglscor' Tajllristan' 
_z.al<lnd· c..ch Repubhc MallWl' Tu....,.· 
Senegal' Dominican RepublIC' Mexico Ukrline· 
SIovakll' Ecuador Mongoha' Uruguay' 
Thailand· IArmany NethIrlands Venezuela· 

Ghana· Nigeria· 

-

-
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SELECTED I NTERNATIONAL H UMAN RIGHTS TREATIES 

Selected i nternation a l  human  ri g hts treaties 
(AT 31 DECEMBER 2000) 

States which have ratified or acceded to a convention are party to the treaty and are bound to observe its provisions. 
States which have signed but not yet ratified have expressed their intention to become a party at some future date; 
meanwhile they are obliged to refrain from acts which would defeat the object and purpose of the treaty. 

The UN Convention on the Rights 01 the Child has been ratified by all UN member states with the exceptions olSomalla 
(which has no functioning govemment) and the United States of America. 

Afghanistan 
Albania 
Algeria 
Andorra 
Angola 
Antigua and Barbuda 
Argentina 

Armenia 
Australia 
Austna 
Azerbaljan 
Bahamas 
Bahrain 
Bangladesh 
Barbados 
Belarus 
Belgium ___ _ 
Belize 
Benln 
Bhutan 
Bolivia 
Bosnla and Herzegovlna ___ -t---'=+':.C>o"-
Botswana 
Brazil 
Brunei Darussalam 
Bulgaria 
Burkina Faso 
Burund, 
Cambodia 
Cameroon 
Canada 
CapeVerde 
Central African Republic 
Chad 
Chile 
China 
Colombia 
Comoros 
Congo (Democratic Republicofthej 
Congo (RepublIC of the) 

Costa Rica 
COte d' lvolre 
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KD�a (Democratic People's Republlt of) t::l _ C. Korea IRepublicoO 0 0 0 1'--0 0 0 1----0- 1---0-
��;:tan - +  ----:o::-t---t--� -�-I�;�'----o-I� 
laoPeoPle's DemOCratiC Republl�:- : ="=I.:a=ITl.---=--- l-t� 
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Lebanon 
Lesotho 
Liberia 
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya ___ -+-.C .. )r-I-... C"'· ri"""..--+-,' .. :)r-t -,..0o-----'-----'O;,- -- I LIechtenstein ::1.: ir iS[ • 
Lithuania 0 C • ) 0 �-
Luxembourg -----:- I � I::J'LI�I�I.JLIJL 
Macedonia (formerYu9OSlav RepubllcoO I� U C O O I _ rl 
Madagascar -'------'" 1. y 1 --0-1- "'" � blll::l 
MalawI _'. 0 0 0 0 
Malaysia 
Maldives 
Mall 

o o 

." 
� 
� B 
� 
i �  
8 '"  L �  
8 .:1  

) 

'J 
::J, 
::NI 0 
:MII 0 
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___ �_�,, __ 
O;;"" I � --.:O::...+.-::O�+-..:O::..-+_O"'--_�---'="-4--':;'_1 1 -':::"" =�n::=��of Marshall lslands , --- +--+---If-:::--+--:::-+�-I 0 0 1 -

1 --rIi.! 
tyStem.ltC lortu", ,' Mauntania --....,...+--.I-""':I'<l"""...-+--i<0£--+--.:::.��::::-,_I WJrflnted Mauntlus 'I -----a- 'g � �  

Mexico () 0 0 o • • 0 
Micronesia (Federated States of) 
Moldova '--0--- �-T--- 0 0 0 �--o---

-nr Monaco --� ---I� 1-.- ..u 
Mongol" 

� __ _ _  T()lo-'- --",7-)---1�o:::--+�lot�jh�-+��_I_ �_ :1. 1·'£ Cl"· 0 0 0 
Morocco � ___ �- '--,�",-_, _""_"!'_��+�-I--'�'+"�'-I,...J'!"--I 
MozambIque .) 1�lo- 0 0 
Myanmar 
Namibia 
Nauru 
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Netherlands 
New Zealand 
Ntcaragua 
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Norway 
Oman 
Pakistan 
Palau 
Panama 

o 0 0 0 0 0 0  0 
----I� 0 0 I� ;;� 1:4,; O ··� r� -- -------I� I�I-.:::.... 

________ -+ ____ 1, ____ __ 
��

--
+
-O�

+-
-O __ t----�--�--� 

Papua New Gurnea 
__ ______ 11--0=---_1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

------- If '""""Cl 0 Cl: tu: OiJI U  1-::-Paraguay 
Peru 
Philippines 
Poland 
Portugal 
Qatar 

----L'-o--I::g::'- 0 � � 0 III-m o 0 1- ,.) 0 0 0 0 0 
------r-�·:l-e--r-- � �-O 0 0 ".� 1# �- -- - I -=-- I-::""'I- Di I-�-

Romania 
Russian Fed eration 

I� 1---o1'""""Cl I '""""Cl 0 0 0 0 1----0-
Rwanda ----I=¥=I:::iL:==I�I+I+lrl�l2ih 1 --'---- :n I � � :���
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I � I • g 
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Samoa 

San Manno O �  
Sao Tome and Principe D • 
$audi Arabla 

Senegal (, 0 
Seychel s a II!IIIC 
Sierra Leone 0 0 
Singapore 

Slovakia ) 0 
Slovtma � 
Solomon Islands 

�maha 

South Africa Cl 
Spain � 
Sri Lanka C- O 
Sudan 

Suriname 0 0 
Swaziland 

Sweden 

�1±1� SWitzerland 

Syrian Arab Republic 
- 0 

Tajlkistan 
- O � 

Tanzania 0 
Thailand a 
Togo 0 0 
Tonga 

Tnnidad and Tobago 1 0 0 
TumSla 0 
Turkey 1 • 
Turkmemstan a: E .D 
Tuvalu 1 
Uganda C � 
Ukraine ) 0 
Untted Arab Emirates 

Untted Kingdom 0 
Umted States of Amenc.a DI 
Uruguay ) ± Uzbektstan 

Vanuatu 

Venezuela 

VietNam 

Yemen �-Yugoslavia (Federal Republic ot) l 0 ----0 
Zambia ::l,11!iJ: 
Zimbabwe I ( 
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SELECTED REGIONAL H UMAN RIGHTS TREATI ES 

Se lected reg iona l human  rig hts treaties 
(ABl DECEMBER 2000) 

Organization of African Unity (OAU) 

States which have ratified or acceded to a convention are party to the treaty and are bound to observe Its provisions 
States which have signed but not yet ratified have expressed their intention to become a party at some future date; 
meanwhile they are obliged to refrain from acts which would defeat the object and purpose of the treaty. 

This chart lists countries which were members of the OAU at the end of 2000 

Algeria 
Angola 
Benin 
Botswana 
Burktna Faso 
Burundl 
Cameroon 
CapeVerde 
Central African Republic _______ _ 
Chad 
Comoros 
Congo (Democratic Republic of the) 
Congo (Republic of the) 
COte d'lvolre 
Djibouti 

Egypt ���:�onaI GUinea' _____________ �� ___ �_��_--'�_ I_----::--_ 
Ethiopia 
Gabon 
Gambia 
Ghana 
GUinea 
Gutnea-Blssau 
Kenya 
lesotho 
Liberia 
Libya 

• 

�:�a�i
as", 
-----------�-------�-�. -�-�'---I--'==I 

Mali 
Mauritania 
MauritiUS 
Mozambique 
Namibia 
Niger 
Nigena 
Rwanda 
Sahrawi Arab Democratic Rep,,,ub,,,h,,,-c ___ _ 
Sao Tome and Principe 
Senegal 
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1l 

I 11 :f 
� 5 :0  
� � 6  
:f H 0 '0  

J o • 

H < "  
Seythell" 

Sierra leOlle a � 
Somalia 0 D 

• sw;ned lnl000 SOuth Afn.a --0 i---
Sudan ,) 
SwaZlland r'i � 
Tanzania 0 D 
T"9o 
TUnisia 0 D 
Uganda 

Zambia 0 D 
ZImbabwe 'S � 
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• S/gnedln2000 

D Slgned butnotyet ratJfied 

62 Countr1tsmllklllg . 
Ded.ratlOn undtrArtJCIe 62 
JKO\Inlze .sbllldu'lg tl\e 
JumdlCtton ofthe lnt.tr­
Amenun Courtof Hum.n 

SELECTED REGIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS TREATI ES 

Organization of American States (OAS) 

States which have ratified or acceded to a convention are party to the treaty and are bound to observe Its provisions. 
States which have signed but not yet ratified have expressed their intention to become a party at some future date; 
meanwhile they are obliged to refrain from acts which would defeat the object and purpose of the treaty. 

This chart lists countries which were members of the OAS at the end of 2000. 

i 
r: � � c E i �  � c � 

� .. � � of 
" -5  -j; .:3 • h -5 § �  c ,ii c l  

SI § .fi � 1!  � .. H 
I r�  � i � ] -� '§.  H H � .2 �  < �  

--
and Barbuda 0" 0 0 :::1�C:::=:I.tJng Antigua 

.pphQlIO/IoftheAmerKIn Argentin 
Con'IentlOl1) Bahama 

• 
s 

" 
ca 

Barbados 

Belize 

Bolivia 

Brazil 

Canada 

Chile 

Colomb 

Costa Ri 

Cuba" 

Domlme 

Dommica 

Ecuador 

El Salvad 

Grenada 

Guatem 

Guyana 

Haiti 

Hondur 

Jamaica 

Mexico 

Nicarag 

Panama 

Paragua 

Peru 

SalntKI 

Samtlu 

SamtVi 

Sunnam 

Trinidad 

United 5 
Uruguay 

Venezue 

• 
n RepubliC 

or 

.1. 

as 

ua 

y 

tts and Nevis 

eta 

ncent and the Grenadines 

e 

and Tobago 

tates of Amenca 

I. 

0 1----cs 61 D 0 
I "  "ll'i 
1" -1-' ---- "C' � 0" I-a-:--� D 

::1- " - --=1 c O'-i-'  0 

\ 
" :).,y' :-"'" t 0" 0 

�" ----0 • 

0" D 
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• In 1962 the VUI Meetlng ofConsoltatlon of MInisters of Foreign Affairs decded to exclude Cuba from partiCipating In the Inter-American system 
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Council of Europe 

States which have ratified or acceded to a convention are party to the treaty and are bound to observe Its provIsions. 
States which have signed but not yet ratified have expressed their intention to become a party at some future date; 
meanwhile they are obliged to refrain from acts which would defeat the object and purpose of the treaty. 

This chart lists countries which were members of the Council of Europe at the end of 2000. 

Albania 

Andorra 

Austna 

Belgi
.:;

um
" -

__ _ 
Bulgaria 

Croatia 

Cyprus 

CzecM Republic 

Denmark 

Estonia 

Ftnland 

France 

Georg" ________ _ 

��::ny 

_____ __ ____ � 
Hungary 

Iceland 

Ireland 

luly 
latvia �::::��:te.,,'n'-------------
Luxembourg 

Macedonia 

Malta 

Moldov3 

Netherlands __________ _ 
Norway 

Poland 

Portugal 

Romania 

Russian Federation 

San Manno 

Slovakia 

Slovenla - -----------------�-.....,;...--- I ---,,.....- ----;;;r--l 
Spam 

Sweden 

SWitzerland 

Turkey 

Ukratne 

Umted King"'do-:'m'__ ___________ _ 
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