





































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































PHILIPPINES

political prisoners held. Some political
detainees were reportedly tortured or ill-
treated. The Senate postponed a vote on
legislation seeking the restoration of the
death penalty.

The government continued to face
armed opposition from the New People’s
Army (NpA), the armed wing of the banned
Communist Party of the Philippines (cpp),
and from the Moro National Liberation
Front (MNLF) and other rebel groups seeking
independence for predominantly Muslim
areas of Mindanao. Despite a constitutional
ban on private armies, government and
military authorities continued to encourage
a wide range of armed groups commonly
known as *“vigilantes”, which cooperated
closely with the formal security forces
in counter-insurgency operations. Govern-
ment and military authorities labelled
many lawful non-governmental organiza-
tions as “fronts” for the NPA and cpp in an

apparent effort to weaken civilian organiza- |

tions critical of government policy.

Tens of thousands of people were |

forced to leave their homes and there was
widespread destruction and loss of life in
parts of Mindanao, Northern Luzon,
Negros, Samar and Mindoro as a result of
the bombing by government forces of
villages suspected of harbouring NpA or
MNLF forces. A national state of emergency
imposed by President Corazon Aquino in
December 1989, following an attempted
military coup, was lifted in June. In July a
Supreme Court decision authorized law
enforcement officials to arrest without war-
rant anyone they suspected of the crimes of
rebellion or subversion.

Government forces clashed with
demonstrators protesting against the con-
tinued presence of United States military
facilities in the Philippines, and with trade
unionists during a nationwide strike in
October. Scores of people were arrested but
most werereleased without charge.

The NPA was responsible for many
killings, at least 80 of which were report-
edly committed by NPA “sparrow units” —
urban-based assassination squads. Victims
included soldiers, police and civilians;
among them was Mayor Xavier Hizon of
Mexico, Pampanga province, who was
killed in May. There was new evidence to
suggest that three people earlier reported
to have “disappeared” in 1988 had been
detained by the Npa as suspected military
spies.

The government took some steps to pro-
mote and protect human rights, It invited
both the United Nations (UN) Working
Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disap-
pearances and the Special Rapporteur on
Torture to visit the country and they did so
in August and October respectively. The
Presidential Committee on Human Rights,
chaired by the Minister of Justice, began to
meet regularly. The government-appointed
Commission on Human Rights (CHR) openly
opposed the restoration of the death
penalty.

However, lack of cooperation by police
and military authorities, judicial delays,
witnesses’ fear of reprisals and weaknesses
in the cHrR’s mandate and procedures all
combined to impede effective investigation
of human rights violations and the prose-
cution of suspects. So too did Presidential
Decree 1850, promulgated by former presi-

| dent Ferdinand Marcos, which protects

members of the security services against
prosecution in civilian courts. The failure
of the authorities to exert effective control
over tens of thousands of members of offi-
cial and quasi-official paramilitary forces
was also a major impediment to human
rights protection.

Scores of suspected government oppo-
nents were killed in apparent extrajudicial
executions by government or government-
backed forces. The victims included human
rights campaigners, peasant activists, jour-
nalists, church workers, trade unionists,
suspected rebels and dozens of people
living or working in areas of suspected NnpA
or MNLF activity.

Ruben Medina was killed in February
shortly after members of the Philippines
Constabulary (pc) and paramilitary auxil-
iaries of the official Citizens’ Armed Forces




Geographical Unit (cArGu) took him from a
bus at Orani. Bataan province. Hours later,
relatives found his body in a funeral par-
lour: an autopsy revealed that he had been
shot 28 times, had his genitals severed and
his skull destroyed by a bullet. The author-
ities gave no explanation of his death and
no action was known to have been taken
against those responsible.

A suspected Muslim rebel, Kamlon
Mamindiala, and 18 members of his family,
including a pregnant woman and gix
children aged between one and 13, were
reportedly killed in August by soldiers
of the army's 38th Infantry Battalion in
Tacurong, Sultan Kudarat province. Kam-
lon Mamindiala was reportedly shot when
he resisted arrest: soldiers then apparently
ordered his relatives out of their houses
and shot them. The military authorities ini-
tially said the family had been killed in
an armed encounter between government
forces and Muslim rebels, but investiga-
tions by the pc Provincial Commander and
the cHrR found that they had been massa-
cred by “alleged members” of the 38th
Infantry Battalion. The Defense Secretary
reportedly ordered the temporary suspen-
sion of those allegedly responsible but they
were not known to have been brought to
justice by the end of 1990.

Cornelio “Oscar” Tagulao was shot dead
in March, apparently because the trade
union led by his brother was regarded by
the military as a cpp and NpA “front”. The
three men in plain clothes who killed him
in Mariveles, Bataan province, were said
by eye-witnesses to have shouted, “For
every Npa killing there will be 10 people
killed in retaliation”. The three were
believed to be linked to the 24th Infantry
Battalion. The local military commander
later reportedly described the killing as a
“good thing”, warning that members of the
family affiliated to the trade union in ques-
tion would remain on the military’s “Order
of Battle”.

Human rights lawyers and activists,
church workers and members of legal orga-
nizations which the authorities accused of
being NpA-CPp fronts received death threats
believed to come from military or gov-
ernment-backed paramilitary sources. In
Negros Occidental, Sister Aquila Sy, a
well-known community and human rights
worker, and others, including an 84-year-
old parish priest, were threatened with
death in August and September. Groups

PHILIPPINES

linked to local government and military
officials circulated leaflets accusing them
of supporting the NvA and calling for their
deaths or expulsion. Sister Aquila Sy,
known for helping “internal evacuees” dis-
placed from their homes by military opera-
tions, had recently tried to locate three
such people who had “disappeared” in
military custody.

More than 50 people “disappeared”
during the year after being detained by
members of government or government-
backed security forces. At least 15, whose
detention had originally been denied by
security forces, reappeared after a period in
police or military custody. Five were be-

lieved to have died or to have been killed |

in custody. Most of the victims belonged to
legal non-governmental  organizations
accused by the authorities of being NrA-CPP
fronts; others were suspected NPA members.

Nestor Loberio and Diomedes Abawag,
who worked with a farmers’ organiz-
ation in Catbalogan, Samar province,
“disappeared” after they were abducted in
January by armed men believed to be
members of a military intelligence “death
squad”. Diomedes Abawag was thought to
have been tortured and beheaded by his
captors; his head, bearing signs of torture,
was found by fishermen on 1 February.
Nestor Loberio’s whereabouts remained
unknown at the end of the year.

Two women, Soledad Mabilangan and
Alita Bona, who was then pregnant,
“disappeared” after being taken by carGu
and army personnel from a market-place in
Wright, Samar province, in March. The
military authorities denied that they were
in custody for six weeks until two visiting
Amnesty International representatives and
two CHR officials found them in detention
at the 802nd Infantry Battalion headquar-
ters in Bagacay, Samar. However, they
were not released; the military authorities
said they would be held until their hus-
bands, alleged NpA members, surrendered.

More than 1,500 suspected government
opponents were arrested in 1990 but most
were held briefly and released after ques-
tioning. Some of the 700 or so political
prisoners still held at the end of the year
were believed to have been prisoners of
conscience, although most were accused of
supporting the insurgency and charged
with criminal acts such as murder and ille-
gal possession of firearms in furtherance of
rebellion.
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Sixteen prisoners of conscience were
released, including 12 who were among a
group of 25 farmers from Leyte whose trial
on rebellion charges ended in 1989 (see
Amnesty International Reports 1989 and
1990). Judgment was delayed for more than
18 months before the court acquitted the
12. It had still not ruled on the remaining
defendants, all prisoners of conscience, by
the end of 1990, and they remained in
prison.

Four members of the Alliance of Farm-
ers of Central Luzon (AMmcGL) in Nueva Ecija,
believed to be prisoners of conscience,
were released on bail. They were among a
group of 13 AMGL members arrested in 1988
and charged with subversion: the other
nine had been released on bail in 1989 (see
Amnesty International Report 1990).

There were continued reports that
members of government and government-
backed forces tortured and ill-treated polit-
ical detainees and suspected rebels to
extract confessions or for revenge. Ruben
Abaigar alleged that he was beaten repeat-
edly and threatened with death by soldiers
of the 52nd Infantry Battalion and carcu
personnel who detained him in February
as a suspected NPA member. He said the
soldiers blindfolded him, tied his hands
and beat him repeatedly, then threatened
to stab him to make him admit to NpPA
membership. He was released without
charge on 23 March.

Benedicto Mabilangan, a suspected NPA
supporter, and his 15-year-old son Orlando
were arrested without warrant by soldiers
during a town festival in Catbalogan,
Samar, and detained for 20 days. The boy,
who was given one electric shock himself,
witnessed his father being beaten and tor-
tured with electric shocks and by having
his face covered with cellophane into
which holes were made so that water could
be forced into his nostrils. A human rights
lawyer who later helped to bring charges
against the perpetrators received death
threats believed te come from military
sources.

The government named 43 police and
military personnel said to have been sen-
tanced between March- 4986 and m#d-1990

i-for “human rights: vindations”, including
twre .reportedly sentenimi in 19984 was
wnelear whether all- hark=n $act been con-
victed of human rights-reintesd otfences or
' for common crimes. Other than the twe
listed by the authorities, no other member

of the police or military was known to have
been convicted of human rights offences in
1990, although a number were brought to
trial. A military officer accused of killing
labour leader Rolando Olalia in 1986 (see
Amnesty International Report 1987) was
acquitted after a three-year trial; others
accused in the same case went into hiding
or were given immunity to testify for the
state.

Some alleged violations were officially
investigated but generally the findings
were not made public. An investigation
was ordered into the killing of Jose Dy and
Gilberto Lopez. The two had been shot
dead in June by masked members of the pc
while attending the funeral of an alleged
NPA member in Manila. The outcome of the
investigation was not known. Similarly,
police in Northern Samar filed kidnap and
murder charges against nine CAFGU mem-
bers accused of killing three suspected NnpA
members in captivity in February. How-
ever, the nine were not known to have
been arrested or to have stood trial by the
end of the year.

The Senate Committee on Constitu-
tional Amendments and Revision of Codes
adopted a resolution in February postpon-
ing for one year any new legislative meas-
ures on the death penalty, which was
provisionally abolished under the 1987
Constitution. There were continued calls
for the restoration of the death penalty for
certain “heinous crimes”.

Amnesty International urged the gov-
ernment to ensure the independent investi-
gation of alleged extrajudicial executions
and “disappearances”, and called for those
allegedly responsible to be brought to jus-
tice before the civil courts. It called for the
release of prisoners of conscience, for the
prompt, fair trial or release of other politi-
cal detainees and for the review of the
cases of prisoners sentenced after appar-
ently unfair trials. It urged the government
to repeal Presidential Decree 1850 and to
review the use of civilian paramilitary
forces in its counter-insurgency campaign.

In April an Amnesty International dele-
gation visited the Philippines to conduct

| research and to meet local human rights

activists and organizations. The delegation

| atso hadretigeussiens with the Commission

e Husman  Rights. In September the
organization testified before the uN
Workingiwroup on Enforced or Involuntary
Disappearances.



POLAND

Several people were reportedly ill-treated
in custody, leading in one case to death. A
woman was killed in an arson attack for
which members of the security forces were
alleged to be responsible. The death pen-
alty remained in force although there were
no executions.

Under the government of the formerly
banned trade union Solidarnosc, Solid-
arity, a comprehensive reform of the legal
system continued. The National Judiciary
Council was set up in February to promote
the independence of the judiciary and free-
dom of the courts, and a new Supreme
Court was inaugurated in July. A new sys-
tem of appeal courts was also established
and the misdemeanour courts, which had
often been used for political cases, were
transferred from the disbanded People’s
Councils to the Justice Ministry. In March
the Prosecutor General's office was dis-
solved and the prosecution system put
under the control of the Justice Ministry.
The Penal Code and Petty Offences Code
continued to be under review throughout
the year. Investigations continued into past
human rights abuses which occurred under
former communist governments, including
the murder of opposition activists. In
December Solidarity Chairperson and for-
mer prisoner of conscience Lech Walesa
was elected president.

In March the Ministry of the Interior
stated that a detainee in Slupsk had died,
apparently as a result of beatings in cus-
tody by a police officer. Reportedly, a spe-
cial commission of inquiry was set up and
proceedings were begun against the police
officer.

POLAND/PORTUGAL

In April an arson attack on the home of
Jerzy Jachowicz caused the death of his
wife, Maria Jachowicz. He had allegedly
received a number of death threats follow-
ing publication in the newspaper Gazeta
Wyborcza of a series of reports he had writ-
ten on the workings of the Polish security
forces. A high-level commission of inquiry
was set up to investigate the attack.

Amnesty International expressed its
concern about reports of ill-treatment in
detention and requested to be informed of
the findings of special commissions set up
to investigate the death in Slupsk in
March, and the arson attack in April. The
organization also urged the authorities to
abolish the death penalty.

PORTUGAL

There were reports of ill-treatment in
police custody and prisons.

In March Portugal ratified the European
Convention for the Prevention of Torture
and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment. In October it ratified the
Second Optional Protocol to the Interna-
tional Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights Aiming at the Abolition of the Death
Penalty.

The reports of ill-treatment concerned
detained criminal suspects and convicted
prisoners. It was claimed that many
detainees and prisoners with substantive
evidence of ill-treatment, such as medical
reports, did not make official complaints
because of intimidation and threats of
counter-charges by police and prison
officers.

According to press reports, in the early
hours of 1 October José Luis Barros, Paolo
Jorge Gomes Almeida and a friend were
returning to their homes in Oporto when
the friend was attacked without warning by
an unidentified man who punched him in
the face. The man then hit José Luis Barros
and when the friend came to his aid,
threatened them with a gun. They went
immediately to a station of the Public
Security Police to complain. José Luis Bar-
ros alleged that he and his companions
were then attacked and hit by members of
the Public Security Police at the entrance
to the station. The man whom José Luis
Barros recognized as having punched him
in the street reappeared dressed in police
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uniform. When Paolo Jorge Gomes Almei-
da protested about the man having pulled
a gun on them. a policeman reportedly
seized him by the neck and threw him
through a plate-glass door. He was taken to
hospital and received 59 stitches to his
right arm.

José Luis Barros was held in the station
until morning. Paolo Jorge Gomes Almeida
alleged that, while he was in hospital, the
officer who had thrown him through the
door told him to remember that he had
tripped and fallen in the street and that it
would be useless to complain to a court.
Officers stationed in the police post within
the hospital allegedly refused to register his
complaint of assault. A judicial inquiry
was opened in October.

Daniel Rodriguez Perez continued to
allege that he had been beaten by officers of
the Public Security Police and the Judicial
Police during three interrogations in 1988
(see Amnesty International Report 1990).
In January the Prosecutor in Chaves in-
dicted him for assaulting a member of
the Judicial Police during his second inter-
rogation on 6 May 1988. In February the
authorities stated that he had fallen and cut
his head before his first interrogation and
that other injuries were self-inflicted. How-
ever, new information received during the
year revealed that the [*haves prison doctor
had examined him after each interrogation
and, on 12 May 1988, had registered a for-
mal complaint regarding his physical con-
dition with the Chaves court. The doctor
recorded a stitched scalp-wound. bruising
of different degrees of severity to his face,
chest, throat, shoulders and arms, and
blood in his ears.

During the judicial investigation which
was opened in 1988 into the alleged ill-

treatment of Daniel Rodriguez Perez, the
Judicial Police had informed the Prosecu-
tor that the complaint should be archived
because there was insufficient evidence to
indicate any breach of discipline by police
officers. The Prosecutor ordered the com-
plaint to be archived in July 1989. Daniel
Rodriguez Perez’ trial on charges of assault,
set for September 1990, was postponed at
the last moment and had not taken place
by the end of the year.

A number of allegations of ill-treatment
concerned inmates of Linhé prison. On 5
March. following reported violent clashes
between prisoners and prison guards, 19
prisoners were assembled in the exercise
yard for transfer. Relatives of the prisoners
alleged that officers of the Intervention
Squad of the General Directorate of Prison
Services then beat the prisoners with trun-
cheons. insulting them and referring to
complaints that Linhé prisoners had made
to their families and the press about their
ill-treatment. On 10 March the Director
General of Prison Services stated that an
administrative inquiry had been opened
into the reported incident.

The results of an administrative inquiry
carried out at Linh6 prison following the
death of Mario Manuel da Luz in June 1989
were made public in February. The aut-
opsy had apparently concluded that he had
died of bronchial pneumonia caused by
injuries. Fellow prisoners at Linhé prison
had alleged that during his detention in a
punishment cell he was subjected to sys-
tematic ill-treatment by prison guards (see
Amnesty International Report 1990). The
Director General of Prison Services stated
that acts committed in the prison’s punish-
ment cells and maximum security wing
constituted “serious breaches of discipline
and, probably, criminal offences”. The
prison governor had already been suspend-
ed by February 1990, in connection with
allegations of ill-treatment involving four
prisoners in the security wing. In August
the Director General reported that disci-
plinary proceedings had been opened
against the prison governor, the prison doc-
tor and other prison officers.

Amnesty International sought inform-
ation on the steps taken to investigate alle-
gations of ill-treatment and asked to be
informed of the progress and outcome of
judicial and administrative inquiries into
such allegations. In September an Amnesty
International delegate visited Chaves to




attend the trial of Daniel Rodriguez Perez
and, in view of the prison doctor’s medical
report, asked the Provedor de Justiga
(Ombudsman) for a review of the decision
to archive the complaint of ill-treatment.

ROMANIA

Hundreds of prisoners of conscience were
detained for short periods and allegedly
ill-treated following disturbances in June.
Legal safeguards were lacking in some
political trials. There were reports of tor-
ture and ill-treatment of detainees. Local
officials allegedly colluded in violent
attacks on people, in some cases apparent-
ly on the basis of the victims’ ethnic origin.

Elections in May resulted in large
majorities for President lon Iliescu and the
ruling National Salvation Front (NSF).
Maijor reform of the legal system was initi-
ated, and the Constitution, Penal Code and
Code of Penal Procedure were under
review. Throughout the year trials took
place of people accused of having commit-
ted human rights abuses during the violent
overthrow of the former government in
December 1989 (see Amnesty International
Report 1990).

In February the United Nations (uN)
Commission on Human Rights extended
for a further year, with the Romanian Gov-
ernment’s agreement, the mandate of the
Special Rapporteur appointed in 1989 to
examine the human rights situation in
Romania. In March Romania signed the
Second Optional Protocol to the Interna-
tional Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights Aiming at the Abolition of the Death
Penalty, but had not ratified it by the end
of the year. In December it acceded to the

PORTUGAL/ROMANIA

UN Convention against Torture and Other
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment.

Hundreds of prisoners of conscience
were detained following disturbances in
June in Bucharest. On 13 June security
forces evicted anti-government demonstra-
tors from University Square where they
had been encamped for seven weeks. Many
were arrested and allegedly beaten by
police. Later that day, a large crowd of anti-
government protesters regained control of
University Square. Sections of the crowd
engaged in violence, including the burning
of cars and attacking government build-
ings. The government, apparently unable
to rely on the regular security forces,
appealed to the population to “defend the
democracy” and called thousands of work-
ers, many of them miners, into Bucharest.

Over 1,000 people were reportedly
detained; hundreds of them were prisoners
of conscience unconnected with the viol-
ence. Costica Cojacaru, a retired telecom-
munications worker, alleged that he was
attacked without provocation and “arres-
ted” by miners on 14 June. He was taken to
the Magurele military camp on the out-
skirts of Bucharest where he was detained
in a garage with between 700 and 800 oth-
ers until 16 June, when he was released. He
alleged that he and the other detainees
were repeatedly ill-treated by security
officials and that miners were allowed to
enter the base and threaten them.

Many of those detained were released
after a few days, although some remained
in detention for longer periods. Marian
Munteanu, a student leader, was admitted
into hospital on 14 June after miners broke
into the University Architecture Faculty
where he was sleeping, and savagely beat
him. He was arrested in hospital on 18
June on charges of having incited the
crowd to violence on 13 June, although
eye-witnesses reported that he had categor-
ically rejected the use of violence and
called on the crowd to be peaceful. Other
students who were arrested alleged that
they had been forced to sign statements
incriminating Marian Munteanu. He and
many others arrested during these events
were denied access to their families
and lawyers, in some cases for over one
month. Marian Munteanu was released on
3 August.

There were many reports of torture and
ill-treatment in connection with the June

R
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disturbances in Bucharest. lulia Horac
alleged that after her arrest on 13 June, she
and others arrested with her were beaten
and kicked while being forced through a
cordon of police officers armed with batons
and shields. Miners and other workers
called in by the authorities openly attacked
those they considered to be government
opponents with clubs, pickaxes and other
weapons while the security forces stood
by. The miners also “arrested” and severely
beat hundreds of people, many of whom
were also allegedly ill-treated after arrest
by army and police officials. Many of the
victims had no connection with the
violence which had taken place earlier.
There were numerous eye-witness
accounts of official encouragement, direc-
tion and control of the miners. Members
of Bucharest's Rom (Gypsy) community
appeared to be singled out in a way which
suggested official coordination. Groups of
miners, sometimes accompanied by police
officers, reportedly targeted Rom homes,
savagely beating the inhabitants, and

attacked suspected Rom in the streets. A
commission of inquiry into the June events

was established but had not published its
findings by the end of the year.

A number of people tried for public
order offences were sentenced to up to
six months’ imprisonment under Decree
153/1970, which ostensibly deals with
those “who lead a parasitic life”. Those
convicted included between 14 and 18
Rom sentenced in connection with inter-
communal rioting in Tirgu Mures in
March. These trials lacked essential legal
safeguards and did not meet international
standards for fair trials. Decree 153/1970
does not allow for an appeal to a higher
tribunal and provides for an accelerated
procedure which does not allow sufficient
time to prepare a defence. The defence
counsel for the Rom convicted in Tirgu
Mures was reportedly permitted to see the
dossier only minutes before the trial began.

There were many reports of ill-treat-
ment of detainees, which in some cases
amounted to torture. Some anti-govern-
ment protesters arrested on 18 February
were reportedly beaten by palice efficers
until they signed confessions. Bhey-inelud-
ed Atile Rosianu, aged 16, who wasrepert-
edly beaten and forced by police to
denounce one of his co-defendants. Some
of the detainees — many of whom were

16 — were reportedly held incommunicado
for as long as six weeks.

In Tirgu Mures on 19 March a large
crowd of Romanians, many transported in
from neighbouring villages and armed with
axes, pitchforks and scythes, attacked the
headquarters of the Democratic Alliance of
Hungarians in Romania (RMDSz). There
were reports of collusion  with local
officials who allegedly welcomed the
attackers and directed them to the RMDSz
headquarters. Ethnic Hungarians were bru-
tally attacked and seriously injured in full
view of police and military personnel who,
eye-witnesses reported, did not intervene
to protect them. Intercommunal tension
had been rising in Tirgu Mures for some
time, and the following day severe inter-
communal rioting broke out. A commission
of inquiry into the events was established
but its findings had not been published by
the end of the year.

Children detained in state-run psych-
iatric  institutions were subjected to
extreme neglect, amounting to cruel, inhu-
man or degrading treatment. The neglect
had occurred over a long period of time
under the former government, and resulted
in scores of deaths, apparently from a com-
bination of hunger and exposure to cold.
Reports indicated that serious neglect con-
tinued in many of these state-run institu-
tions after the change in government.
Following widespread international atten-
tion, conditions reportedly improved.

An Amnesty International delegation
visited the country in January and dis-
cussed its concerns with senior officials.
The organization called for the immediate
release of Marian Munteanu and other
prisoners of conscience arrested in the
June events. During the year it raised its
concerns about alleged ill-treatment of
detainees; the alleged complicity of local
officials in violent attacks on people and
the failure of the security forces to attempt
to prevent such attacks; and the lack of
legal safeguards in some trials. The author-
ities made a number of replies, most of
which failed to address adequately the con-
cerns raised. Amnesty International also
called on the government to take immedi-
i steps to prevent fuether ill-treatment

i of children in psyechiatric institutions. In

September a seeond Amnesty International
delegation visited the courtry and met
senior officials, including President Iliescu

minors including some under the age of ! and Prime Minister Petre Roman.




About 7,000 suspected government oppo-
nents were detained after armed Uganda-
based exiles invaded northeast Rwanda in
October. Over 4,000 were believed to have
been released by the end of 1990 but the
government announced that more than
1,500 others, who included possible pris-
oners of conscience, would be tried. Many
of those arrested were reportedly tortured
and ill-treated, and at least five of them
died as a result of poor prison conditions.
Six other people were prisoners of con-
science after being convicted of political
offences at unfair trials. The Head of State
commuted 480 death sentences to life
imprisonment and no executions were
reported.

An armed force of Rwandese exiles,
mostly members of the Tutsi ethnic group
who had left Rwanda in the late 1950s and
early 1960s, invaded northeast Rwanda
from Uganda on 1 October in an attempt
to overthrow the government of President
Juvénal Habyarimana. Four days later,
there was fighting in and around the capi-
tal, Kigali, when supporters of the rebels
tried to open a second front. The rebels
were said to have killed captured combat-
ants and to have conscripted children into
their ranks. The government declared a
state of siege on 8 October, which was still
in force at the end of the year, and took
military action against the insurgents. The
rebel-occupied territory was recovered and
several rebel leaders were killed, but vari-
ous parts of the north were still affected by
the conflict at the end of the year. Hun-
dreds of civilians were reportedly killed by
rebel forces or government troops. A
government minister said that more than

RWANDA

300 people killed by government troops
were rebels in civilian clothes.

In November President Habyarimana
announced that political reforms would be
introduced to end the one-party state in
1991. He also approved a proposal for a
regional conference to discuss the future of
refugees and exiles from Rwanda, but this
had not taken place by the end of the year.

About 7,000 people, the majority of
whom appeared to be Tutsi, were detained
in connection with the rebellion in the last
quarter of the year. The detainees included
members of the armed forces and civilians
— some of them critics of the government —
as well as relatives of the rebels and more
than 200 Ugandan nationals. Among them
were Alphonse Munyaneza, a Hutu and the
son of a former government minister, and
Thomas Kabeja, a Tutsi university lecturer:
both men were among more than 4,000
people who were released uncharged
before the end of 1990.

Following the first arrests in October the |

government set up commissions, com-
posed of members of the security forces
and the procuracy, to determine who
should be released and who should be
referred for possible prosecution. The
grounds for their decisions were not made
public, however, and some reports suggest-
ed that those still held at the end of 1990
included leading members of the Tutsi
community and Ugandan nationals
detained solely on account of their ethnic
origin or nationality. The commissions
ordered many releases, but numerous
detainees had not appeared before them by
the time their proceedings were suspended
at the end of November. Eugéene Ruta-
garama, a Tutsi biologist who appeared to
be a prisoner of conscience held on the
grounds that he had been in contact with
government opponents while travelling
abroad, was among more than 2,000 people
still held at the end of the year.

In December the government announ-
ced that 1,566 people arrested in connec-
tion with the rebel incursion would be
brought to trial. The first 12 defendants
appeared before the State Security Court
in late December, but their trial was
adjourned to 1991.

Earlier in the year several other people
were tried before the State Security Court.
In March Innocent Ndayambaje, a uni-
versity student who had been detained
incommunicado for more than three years
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(see Amnesty International Report 1990),
received a five-year prison term for
forming a political party in violation of
Rwanda’s one-party constitution. He was a
prisoner of conscience. In April Callixte
Sinaruhamagaye and Claude Bahintasi,
both held since 1987, Dr Aloys Sebiziga,
who was arrested in 1989, and two others
were acquitted on charges of assisting a for-
mer government minister living in exile
(see Amnesty International Report 1990)
and released.

Four Jehovah's Witnesses were sen-
tenced to 10-year prison terms in April for
disturbing the peace and organizing unau-
thorized meetings. All four were prisoners
of conscience.

Two journalists, Vincent Rwabukwisi
and Hassan Ngeze, were arrested in July.
The State Security Court twice declined
to pass judgment on the grounds of
insufficient evidence but kept the journal-
ists in custody. The Court reconvened in
October, after the rebel incursion, and sen-
tenced Vincent Rwabukwisi to 15 years’
imprisonment for endangering state secur-
ity by meeting Rwandese exiles in Kenya.
There was no evidence to suggest that he
had any prior knowledge of the armed
incursion and he appeared to be a prisoner
of conscience. Hassan Ngeze received a
one-year suspended sentence for subver-
sion as a result of a newspaper article he
had published which claimed that the
Tutsi dominated the Rwandese economy.

The State Security Court offered defen-
dants little chance of a fair trial. All but
one of the five judges were closely linked
to the government and the security forces
and could not be considered independent.
Many defendants appeared in court with-
out legal counsel and were unable to con-
test their cases on points of law. The court
offered restricted and inadequate opportu-
nities of appeal, and none of those con-
victed in 1990 was known to have lodged
an appeal.

Many of those arrested in October were
held for several days in Nyamirambo stadi-
um, near Kigali, without food, drink or
medical care, before being moved to vari-
ous prisons. At least five people reportedly
died in custody, possibly as a result of poor
conditions and lack of medical care: only
one such death was confirmed by the
government.

Many detainees wern also reportedly
beaten by members of tha security forces,

especially at the time of their arrest. One
person was said to have died under torture
in December soon after his arrest by mem-
bers of the security forces in the town of
Rwamagana.

A family of three was possibly extra-
judicially executed. Michel Karambizi, his
wife and child were shot dead in Kigali by
government soldiers in early October.
Some sources suggested that they may have
been targeted because Michel Karambizi's
brother, a political exile, was a well-known
government opponent, but the authorities
said the family was killed in an armed
clash with the security forces. No inquiry
into the killings was known to have been
carried out.

In September 480 prisoners had their
death sentences commuted to life impris-
onment by President Habyarimana. The
courts were believed to have imposed fur-
ther death sentences, but it was not known
how many. No executions were reported.

Amnesty International appealed for the
release of Innocent Ndayambaje and other
prisoners of conscience.

Following the October incursion,
Amnesty International sought information
about those arrested, their legal status and
their treatment and conditions of deten-
tion. It pressed the authorities to release all
prisoners of conscience and to ensure the
fair trial or release of other political
detainees. The organization appealed to the
government to take all possible steps to
protect those in custody from torture, ill-
treatment or other human rights abuses, to
instruct members of the security forces to
respect human rights, and to investigate
alleged human rights abuses. In late
December an Amnesty International repre-
sentative visited Kigali to observe the trial
of alleged rebel sympathizers and to collect
information about political prisoners.
Amnesty International welcomed those
releases that did occur and the commuta-
tion of death sentences.

ST VINCENT AND
THE GRENADINES

The death penalty for juveniles convicted
of murder was introduced in late 1989.
Four people were under sentence of death
but no executions were carried out; the
last execution took place in 1988.
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An amendment to the Criminal Code,
which came into force in November 1989,
extended the use of the death penalty to
people who were over the age of 16 at the
time of the offence: previously the mini-
mum age was 18.

Amnesty International wrote to Prime
Minister James Mitchell in April express-
ing concern at the new provision, pointing
out that it contravened international stan-
dards which strictly prohibit death sen-
tences being passed on people under the
age of 18 at the time of the crime. Amnesty

International urged the governmment to
repeal the provision and to seriously con-
sider abolishing the death penalty.
Amnesty International also requested the
commutation of all outstanding death
sentences.

In an oral statement delivered in August
to the United Nations Sub-Commission on
Prevention of Discrimination and Protec-
tion of Minorities, Amnesty International
included reference to its concern about
the introduction of the death penalty for
juveniles.

T T T R Y
SAO TOME AND
PRINCIPE

The death penalty was abolished under a
new constitution which also increased
protection for fundamental rights and
freedoms. All political prisoners were
released.

The new constitution came into force in
September after it was approved by a refer-
endum in August. It abolished the death
penalty in law. No one had been sentenced
to death since the penalty was introduced
in 1979 for the offence of “mercenarism”,
or being a mercenary. Substantially in-
creased protection for prisoners includes a
prohibition on torture and the right to chal-

lenge the legality of a detention through
habeas corpus procedures. The Constitu-
tion also guarantees freedom of expression
and association, and introduced the right
to form or join political parties. Three new
political parties were formed to contest leg-
islative and presidential elections in 1991.

All 39 political prisoners were released.
They had been convicted in September
1989 of armed rebellion and endangering
the security of the state but had no right to
appeal to a higher court against their con-
victions or sentences (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1990). Three were released in
March after completing their two-year sen-
tences, which ran from the date of their
arrest in 1988; the others were released in
April on the orders of President Manuel
Pinto da Costa.

Amnesty International welcomed the
abolition of the death penalty and the
increased human rights safeguards in the
new constitution.

SAUDI ARABIA

More than 80 critics and opponents of the
government were arrested and held as
prisoners of conscience, 23 of whom
remained in detention without charge or
trial at the end of the year. Two possible
prisoners of conscience arrested in 1990
were also still held. Five other prisoners of
conscience arrested in 1989 and 12 pol-
itical prisoners arrested in 1988 were
detained apparently without charge or
trial throughout 1990. At least 95 political
detainees, including 26 prisoners of con-
science, were freed under a royal pardon
in April. Other prisoners of conscience
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may have been among thousands of
Yemeni nationals arrested between August
and November. Four people were sen-
tenced to prison terms after unfair trials.
There were new reports of torture and ill-
treatment, including of detained Yemeni
nationals, and judicial amputations and
floggings continued to be carried out. At
least 13 people were executed.

I"h
A
A :

¥
- k! L

ey, L
! !

o

Following the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait
on 2 August, military forces of the United
States of America, the United Kingdom and
eight other countries were stationed in the
country. The Saudi authorities regarded
Yemen as an unfriendly country and in
September the hundreds of thousands of
Yemeni migrant workers in the country
were made subject to new visa and work
permit requirements and in many cases
werc deported.

In November a consultative system of
government was proposed when King Fahd
bin ‘Abdul-'Aziz announced that a Central
Consultative Council, as well as Provincial
Consultative Councils, would be set up as
soon as the necessary legislation governing
their functioning had been decreed. In the
same month the Ministry of the Interior
issued a decree introducing a legal ban on
female drivers; this ban had previously
existed in practice but not in law.

In April 7,681 detainees and sentenced
prisoners were released following a royal
pardon. Most were common law prisoners;
however, 95 were suspected political oppo-
nents, most of whom had been detained
without charge or trial. They included 26
prisoners of conscience suspected of
being members of Munadhamat al-Thawra
al-Islamiyya fil Jazira al-‘Arabiyya, the
Organization of Islamic Revolution in the
Arabian Peninsula (0RAP). Also among the

95 were nine possible prisoners of con-
science, including five suspected support-
ers of Hizbul ‘Amal al-Ishtiraki al-'Arabi -
al-Jazira al-'Arabiyya, the Arab Socialist
Action Party — the Arabian Peninsula, and
four alleged supporters of Hizbullah fil
Hijaz, the Party of God in Hijaz (see
Amnesty International Report 1990).

At least 83 non-violent critics or oppo-
nents of the government were arrested
between February and November. Of these,
23 were still held as prisoners of con-
science at the end of the year. Six suspect-
ed supporters of OIRAP were arrested in
February and April and held by al-
Mabahith al-‘Amma, General Intelligence,
in al-Dammam. Among them was ‘Abdul-
lah Jabir Shahin from Safwa who was
arrested in Kuwait in the last week of Jan-
uary and handed over to the Saudi author-
ities on 4 February. Four of the six were
released in April under the royal pardon;
the other two were released in June.
Between August and Octaober, 27 other sus-
pected OIRAP supporters were arrested, 12
of them at Riyadh airport or other places
when returning from abroad. Of these, 22
remained in detention apparently without
charge or trial at the end of the year.

Another prisoner of conscience who
remained in detention at the end of the
year was Salih al- ‘Azzaz, a well-known
writer and journalist. He was arrested in
Riyadh on 6 November on suspicion of
helping to organize a protest that day by
women against a ban on female drivers.
During the protest, 49 women were arres-
ted and held in custody for several hours.
They were released only after their male
relatives signed an undertaking that the
women would not violate the ban. They
included Fawzia al-Bakr, a professor at the
University of Riyadh. She had previously
been detained for several months in 1982
(see Amnesty International Report 1983).

Five students at King Saud University
in Riyadh, arrested in July 1989, remained
in detention without trial (see Amnesty
International Report 1990).

Thousands of Yemeni nationals were
arrested following the introduction of new
visa and work permit requirements on 19
September. Among them were possible
prisoners of conscience, apparently arres-
ted for no reason other than their nation-
ality or non-violent political views. Many
were held for short periods in make-
shift detention centres pending their
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deportation, while thousands of others
were reportedly still held at the end of the
year. It was not known whether any had
been charged with a recognizably criminal
offence.

Others arrested during the year inclu-
ded at least four possible prisoners of
conscience, two of whom were still in
detention apparently without charge or
trial at the end of 1990.

Twelve alleged Hizbullah fil Hijaz
supporters arrested in 1988 (see Amnesty
International Reports 1989 and 1990)
remained in detention, but it was not
known whether they had been tried.

Four other Hizbullah fil Hijaz support-
ers were sentenced to between seven and
15 years’ imprisonment in late 1989 or
early 1990 after unfair trials. Their trials
lasted only a few minutes and were held
in camera. The defendants were denied
lawyers, were not informed of the charges
against them, and received no notice that
they were to be tried until they were
brought, in the early hours of the morning,
before the Higher Shari'a Court in al-
Dammam. In court they were asked to cer-
tify confessions extracted from them dur-
ing interrogation. They had no right of
appeal. Four Kuwaiti nationals sentenced
in 1989 to between 15 and 20 years’
imprisonment following similar proce-
dures continued to be held (see Amnesty
International Report 1990).

Torture and ill-treatment of political
detainees and Yemeni nationals were
reportedly = widespread. Hundreds of
Yemeni nationals were said to have been
ill-treated or tortured in detention pending
their deportation. For example. Amin
Ahmad al-Shawafi. a mechanic from Ibb.
who spent 16 days in Jeddah Central
Prison before his deportation on 25
September. said he was questioned about
his political views and continuously
beaten over the head and body with a
“sharp instrument”.

Savvid Tahir al-Shimimy. a retigious
scholar and alleged 0IRAP supporter who
was released in April. said he had been
repeatedlv tortured tollowing his arrest in
June 1989. He said he had been beaten.
deprived of sleep and had his face pushed
down a lavatory. He spent 130 days in soli-
tary confinement in al-Mabahith al-Amma
prison in al-Dammam and required hospi-
tal treatment for spinal injuries following
his release.

SAUDI ARABIA

New information was received about
the torture and ill-treatment in detention of
29 Kuwaiti nationals arrested in July 1989
(see Amnesty International Report 1990),
16 of whom were executed in 1989 and
four of whom were still held at the end of
1990. Others who were released alleged
that all the detainees were beaten with
canes and whips, deprived of sleep and
injected with unknown substances which
induced a trance-like state. ‘Adnan *‘Abdul-
Samad, a former member of parliament,
was reportedly deprived of sleep for sever-
al days, beaten all over his body with an
‘iqal (a thick rope forming part of tradition-
al Arab headwear) and had the ‘iqal tight-
ened around his neck to the point of
near-asphyxiation. He was later released
uncharged.

At least five people, four Filipinos and
one Egyptian convicted of repeated theft,
had their right hands amputated in Febru-
ary or March. The imposition of the judi-
cial punishment of flogging remained
widespread, although the number of sen-
tences carried out was not known. One vic-
tim, Jack Huissen, an American teacher,
was reportedly sentenced in June to receive
160 lashes — 70 for alcohol consumption,
and 90 for reasons not disclosed to him.
Prior to his release and deportation on 15
August, he received 90 lashes. Four
Kuwaiti nationals sentenced in September
1989 to floggings of between 1,000 and
1,500 lashes, continued to receive their
punishments during the year (see Amnesty
International Report 1990).

Between January and July. at least 13
Saudi and foreign nationals were publicly
executed after being convicted of crimi-
nal offences including murder. drug-
trafficking and rape. Among those executed
was Rashash Sa'id Mubarak al-*Utaibi, who
was beheaded in June following his convic-
tion for murder and highway robbery. His
decapitated body was crucified and dis-
played in Riyadh.

In Januarv Amnesty International pub-
lished a report. Saudi Arabia: Detention
Without Trial of Suspected Political Oppo-
nents. which expressed concern about the
continuing pattern of detention without
trial of suspected political opponents and
torture and ill-treatment of detainees. It
urged the government to review current
detention cases and to release all those
detained on account of their non-violent
political opinions or activities. The

197

TEET LEs WAL VR 50T




SAUDI ARABIA/SENEGAL

government denied it was holding political
prisoners or that torture was used to extract
confessions. However, it expressed willing-
ness to discuss matters of concern to
Amnesty International, and accepted in
principle that Amnesty International
should visit Saudi Arabia for this purpose.

While welcoming the releases of prison-
ers of conscience and others, Amnesty
International continued to press for the
release of other non-violent government
opponents and to express concern about
the detention of other political detainees
without trial or after unfair trials. The
organization also expressed concern about
the torture and ill-treatment of prisoners,
and about the use of the death penalty.

Following reports of torture and ill-
treatment of detained Yemeni nationals,
Amnesty International urged King Fahd to
set up an immediate public inquiry and
i-alled for the release of anyone detained
solely on account of their nationality. The
government denied widespread torture or
ill-treatment but undertook to examine
information submitted by Amnesty Interna-
tional. The names and other details of over
400 Yemeni deportees, including victims
of alleged ill-treatment, were then submit-
ted to the government but no inquiry was
known to have been established by the end
of the year.

SENEGAL

Hundreds of people suspected of support-
ing a separatist movement were arrested
for political reasons; among them were
possible prisoners of conscience. Some
were released, but at least 300 were still
held awaiting trial at the end of the year.

One prisoner of conscience convicted in
1989 began serving a six-month prison
sentence and several government oppo-
nents were imprisoned after trials which
did not conform to international fair trial
standards. Torture and ill-treatment of
detainees, sometimes leading to the vie-
tim’s death, were widely reported after
May. Government soldiers were alleged
to have carried out several extrajudicial
executions.

The government continued to face
armed opposition in the Casamance region.
Most human rights violations occurred in
May and the following months after a
series of attacks on civilian targets by
armed groups believed to be associated
with the Mouvement des forces démocra-
tiques de la Casamance (MFpc), Movement
of Casamance’s Democratic Forces, th#
main separatist organization.

Hundreds of people were arrested dur-
ing the year in connection with the
Casamance independence movement: most
of them were suspected of being members
of the MFDC but some may have been pris-
oners of conscience. Some were held for up
to a few weeks in police custody in
Casamance and then released uncharged.
However, the majority, at least 300, were
charged with endangering the security of
the state and forming an unlawful associa-
tion. They had not been brought to trial by
the end of 1990. Those charged were trans-
ferred to Dakar and Rufisque prisons for
their cases to be investigated by an exam-
ining magistrate. They included Father
Diamacoune Augustin Senghor, a Roman
Catholic priest and prominent supporter
of Casamance independence previously
imprisoned from 1982 to 1987, and An-
kiling Diabone, a former African judo
champion.

One prisoner of conscience began a six-
month prison sentence in July. Cheikh
Koureyssi B4, managing editor of the news-
paper of the main opposition party, the
Parti démocratique sénégalais (pDs), Sene-
galese Democratic Party, lost his appeal. He
was convicted in 1989 on charges arising
from his newspaper’s claim that
the pps candidate won more votes than
President Abdou Diouf in the 1988 presi-
dential elections (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1990). In another case heard
in 1990, the pps leader in the National
Assembly, Ousmane Ngom, was sentenced
to a three-month prison term for insulting
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the Head of State in a newspaper article. He
appealed against the verdict and remained
free.

At least one political trial took place
which failed to meet international stan-
dards of fair trial. In mid-August five
people from (lasamance region, including
Mamadou Sané “N'Krumah”, a former
political prisoner (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1990), were convicted by
the State Security Court in Dakar. They
were found guilty of plotting against the
internal and external security of the state,
endangering public security and forming
an unlawful association. They were
accused of having asked officials in neigh-
bouring Guinea-Bissau for military assis-
tance for those seeking the independence
of Casamance. They were sentenced to
prison terms of between six and 10 years.
All had been arrested in Guinea-Bissau,
repatriated without any judicial proceed-
ings, and arrested on arrival in Senegal in
February 1988. The court did not investi-
gate claims made by one of the defendants
that he had been tortured in Senegalese
police custody. Defendants convicted by
the State Security Court have no right of
appeal, although this is required by inter-
national law.

Torture and ill-treatment of detainees
suspected of supporting the Mrbpc and of
their relatives were increasingly reported
after May in the context of counter-insur-
gency operations in (lasamance. In one
incident in June, government soldiers who
entered Kabiline village, Bignona depart-
ment, looking for suspected separatists,
reportedly beat several of their relatives.
One victim, Binta Niassy, apparently suf-
fered a miscarriage after she was beaten,
whipped and trampled on by soldiers. The
soldiers also killed Famara Mary, a villager
who escaped but was soon recaptured. Wit-
nesses said that soldiers put a gun to his
head and shot him dead.

Several people were reported to have
died in custody as a result of torture or
beatings. One, Assoua Diabone, a peasant
farmer from Qussouye, died in Oussouye
police station in June a few days after his
arrest as a suspected separatist. Further
deaths occurred in October: Younouss
Djiba and a man known as Ampa Dakar,
both suspected members of the mMrpc, died
after they were reportedly beaten by sol-
diers based at Kaguitte military barracks.
Sékou Mary *“Agnocoune” was apparently

SENEGAL/SIERRA LEONE

beaten to death by police based in
Diouloulou. shortly after being forcibly
returned to Senegal from the Gambia (see
Gambia).

No formal inquiry by the procuracv was
known to have been conducted into any of
these deaths. Nor was any new information
received about the findings of an inquiry
into the alleged death under torture of
Jean-Pascal Badji, a suspected MFDC mem-
ber, in April 1989 (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1990).

Several people were extrajudicially exe-
cuted during the year. In May Jean-Marie
Sagna from Kouring village, Ziguinchor
department, was shot dead by soldiers
based at Kaguitte military barracks. He was
stopped by an army patrol and summarily
killed, apparently because he was mistaken
for a military leader of the separatists. The
soldiers allegedly burned his body. The
government said that there would be an
inquiry into his death, but it was not
known if this had been carried out.

In September dozens of soldiers entered
Kanaw village, near the Gambian border,
apparently with a list of people suspected
of supporting the mMrpc. Five men, includ-
ing Kaoussou Tamba and Souleymane
Goudiaby, were taken away by soldiers and
were later found dead in a rice field.

In May Amnesty International pub-
lished a report. Senegal: Torture -~ the
Casamance case, which described the
torture and ill-treatment of hundreds of
alleged government opponents between
1982 and 1989. The government said that
the allegations were *“groundless” and
were “an incredible story written by a
Senegalese secessionist”.

Amnesty International repeatedly urged
the government to ensure prompt and
impartial investigations into all allegations
of torture and extrajudicial executions, and
into all deaths in custody, and to bring to
justice those found responsible. It also
urged the authorities to take action to pre-
vent further human rights violations.

SIERRA LEONE

Several people were detained without
charge or trial, including possible prison-
ers of conscience. There was continuing
concern about harsh prison conditions
and the high death-rate of criminal
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prisoners. At least 14 people were sen-
tenced to death. It was not known if there
were any executions.

Saidu Cham, a teachers’ leader in
Lunsar, Northern Province, and several
teachers in Bo, Southern Province, were
reportedly arrested in May in connection
with a teachers’ strike over pay and related
demonstrations in which four people were
said to have been killed. The teachers were
apparently still held without charge or trial
in July but no further information about
their cases had been received by the end of
the year.

Three student leaders were brietly
detained without charge or trial in Novem-
ber, apparently for organizing protests
against the expulsion from university of six
students accused of responsibility for
criminal damage caused during demonstra-
tions in June. The three included
Mohamed Pateh Bah, who had been
elected President of the National Union
of Sierra Leone Students in August
after the lifting of a 1986 ban on student
unions.

Two journalists jailed on criminal
charges in 1989 for what some alleged were
political reasons were released. Both had
worked for the Chronicle newspaper which
had criticized government policies. The
two men went on hunger-strike to protest
against their imprisonment and the condi-
tions at Pademba Road Prison in the
capital, Freetown, complaining particularly
that they were denied family visits and
medical treatment. The authorities under-
took to investigate their complaints but the
two journalists, Karwigoko Roy Stevens
and Lansana Fofana, were released in June
and September respectively, the former
after a successful application to the Court
of Appeal.

As many as 100 prisoners out of a total
prison population of about 1,000 were
reported to have died from malnutrition
and medical neglect at Pademba Road
Prison during the first half of the year. The
prisoners were held in overcrowded condi-
tions and reportedly received inadequate
food and practically no medical care. Many
prisoners apparently contracted tuberculo-
sis or skin diseases. Food supplies were
halted for several days in October when
suppliers said they had not been paid by
the authorities.

The government made no public state-
ment about the report of a commission of
inquiry into the administration of prisons,
which had submitted its findings in
December 1989. The commission was set
up following reports of grossly inadequate
prison conditions leading to the starvation
of prisoners in the mid-1980s (see Amnesty
International Reports 1984 to 1990). It
apparently recommended total refurbish-
ment of the country’s prisons and improve-
ments in the nutrition and care of
prisoners. It was unclear whether the gov-
ernment made any moves to implement
any of these recommendations.

Three prisoners remained under sen-
tence of death and at lmast 14 new death
sentences were imposed for criminal
offences. There were no known executions.

Amnesty International sought inferm-
ation from the government about the
arrests of teachers and students, and urged
the commutation of all death sentences.

SINGAPORE

Two prisoners of conscience were
conditionally released from detention
without charge or trial while a third who
was released in 1989 remained confined at
night to an offshore island. Criminal
offenders continued to be sentenced to
caning, which constitutes a cruel, inhu-
man or degrading form of punishment.
The national media reported that 10
people were sentenced to death and three
people were executed.

Vincent Cheng and Teo Soh Lung, both
of them prisoners of conscience (see
Amnesty International Report 1990), were
released in June from detention under the
Internal Security Act (1sA). However,
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restrictions were imposed on their freedom
of movement, expression and association
but they were not confined to live in any
designated locality. In January the High
Court had rejected Vincent Cheng's habeas
corpus application challenging the legality
of his detention. The Court of Appeal had
rejected a similar application by Teo Soh
Lung shortly before she was released.

Chia Thye Poh, a former member of par-
liament who was released into internal
exile in May 1989 after being detained
without trial under the 1sa since October
1966, continued to be regarded as a pris-
oner of conscience. He was exiled to the
small island of Sentosa. off the main island
of Singapore, on being released from
prison. In September 1990 his restriction
order was changed to permit him to visit
and remain on the main island between
6am and 9pm daily and to seek a job with
the approval of the Director of the Internal
Security Department. At night he contin-
ued to be exiled to Sentosa.

Caning remained a mandatory punish-
ment for around 30 crimes including
attempted murder., armed robbery. rape,
illegal immigration and drug-trafticking.
Under amendments to the immigration law
effected in March and August 1989, about
12 jllegal workers from Thailand were
feported to have been caned between
November 1989 and March 1990. In Jan-
uary Mustatfa Ahmad was sentenced to 20
vears' imprisonment and 15 strokes of the
Ccane after being convicted of drug-
trafficking. His three accomplices were sen-
tenced to 12 vears in jail and 10 strokes of
the cane.

Ten people were reported to have
received death sentences, of which eight
Were for drugs offences, one for murder

SINGAPORE/SOMALIA

and one for armed robbery. Three people
were reported to have been executed, all
for drugs offences.

Amnesty International continued to
appeal for the unconditional release of and
lifting of restrictions on Chia Thye Poh,
Vincent Cheng and Teo Soh Lung. It also
called for the commutation of all death
sentences and for an end to executions.

SOMALIA

More than 50 critics and opponents of the
government were arrested and imprisoned
as prisoners of conscience but all were
released before the end of the year. Fifteen
prisoners of conscience arrested in 1989
and several untried political detainees
were also freed. At least five detainees,
including two held without charge or trial
since 1976 and 1979, remained in prison.
There were new reports of torture and
ill-treatment, in two cases allegedly
resulting in death. Hundreds of people
were victims of extrajudicial executions by
government forces in areas affected by
armed conflict and in Mogadishu and
other towns. Dozens of people were under
sentence of death but the number of
executions was not known.

In October a provisional constitution
was introduced, which was to be submitted
to a referendum within a year. It provided
for the eventual legalization of political
parties other than the ruling Somali Rev-
olutionary Socialist Party (srsp). Laws
incompatible with the new constitution
were abrogated. including the National
Security Law, which had provided the
legal basis since 1970 for the prolonged
detentions and trials of government oppo-
nents. The National Security Court was
abolished. A new “anti-sabotage” law was,
however, being prepared to replace the
National Securitv Law.

Armed contflict continued in the north-
west where the Somali National Movement
(snm) had been fighting government forces
since 1981, and in the central and south-
western parts of the country where the
United Somali Congress (ust) and the
Somali Patriotic Movement (sPM) were
active. Opposition forces allegedly killed
civilian supporters of the government.
including some they had taken prisoner.

At the end of December ust: guerrillas
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seized parts of Mogadishu amidst heavy
fighting. Hundreds of combatants and civil-
ians were killed. foreigners were evacuated
and President Mohamed Siad Barre’s gov-
ernment was in danger of toppling.

In January the government acceded to
the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, together with its first
Optional  Protocol, the International
Covenant on Economic. Social and Eco-
nomic Rights, and the Convention against
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Punishment or Treatment.

More than 50 critics and opponents of
the government were arrested, but all were
released by November. Several playwrights
and actors from the Somali National
Theatre were arrested in April after Presi-
dent Siad Barre walked out of a play
which appeared to criticize his govern-
ment. They were released after a few days.
In July, 45 members of a newly-formed
opposition group in Mogadishu, the Coun-
cil for National Reconciliation and Salva-
tion, were arrested for distributing an open
“manifesto”. This document criticized the
government for human rights violations
and urged it to hand over power to an
interim government pending multi-party
elections. Many of those arrested had pre-
viously held official posts, such as former
police general Mohamed Abshir Musse,
who had been a prisoner of conscience for
12 years, and Haji Musse Bogor, aged 82,
a former government minister. The 45
detainees were held in Lanta Bur prison
near Baidowa in harsh conditions. They
were charged with treason, an offence for
which the death penalty is mandatory.
However, when they appeared before the
Mational Security Court on 15 July, they
were acquitted and released. Some of them

were briefly redetained in early December.

Fifteen prisoners of conscience and sev-
eral other political prisoners arrested in
1988 or 1989 were released. Sheikh Abd-
ulaziz Ali Sufi, an Islamic preacher and
university lecturer, Mohamed Ali Dat¥r, a
businessman and religious writer, and four
other prisoners of conscience held since
July 1989, were brought to trial on capital
charges before the National Security Court
in January. The trial was adjourned and
they were pardoned by President Siad
Barre and released in March.

Several army officers who were arrested
in late 1988 and mid-1989 for alleged links
with the opposition spMm (which drew much
of its support from disaffected army
officers of the Ogaden clan), were released
in October 1990 without having been
charged or tried. One of the officers,
Colonel Doctor Abdi Aideed Hirreh, had
reportedly been denied medical treatment
for injuries sustained in a car crash at the
time of his arrest.

The trial of nine prisoners of conscience
- including Abdirashid Abdi Kheyre, a
businessman, and Farah Mohamoud Elmi,
a veterinary science lecturer — arrested in
Mogadishu in July 1989 and charged with
treason, was postponed several times. The
nine prisoners were reportedly in poor
health as a result of torture and harsh
prison conditions. In mid-October they
went on hunger-strike, complaining that
they should have been released under the
terms of the new constitution. On 23
October demonstrations in Mogadishu
called for the release of all political prison-
ers. The nine prisoners of conscience were
released on 2 November, when an amnesty
for political prisoners was announced. A
total of 1,123 prisoners were released.
Their names were not published but they
apparently included many convicted crimi-
nal prisoners.

Despite the November amnesty, three
long-term political prisoners were still held
at the end of 1990: Hussein Mohamed Nur,
an Ethiopian aircraft technician detained
without charge or trial since 1976; Ahmed
Dhore Farah, a district judge detained
without charge or trial since 1979; and
Mohamed Mohamoud Guleid, an army
officer imprisoned after an unfair trial for
espionage in 1981. Two former government
ministers arrested in July 1989 — Major
General Aden Abdullahi Nur and General
Mohamed Abdullah Ba'adaleh - also
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remained in detention without trial.

There were new reports of torture
which. in two cases, allegedly resulted in
death. In February Mohamoud Mohamed
Mohamoud, an 18-year-old student from
Mogadishu, was arrested and tortured to
force him to provide information about his
brother, a government opponent who had
fled the country. After two days in National
Security Service custody he was taken to
hospital seriously ill and died shortly after-
wards. In June a visiting Italian medical
scientist, Giuseppe Salvo, died in military
custody in Mogadishu shortly after being
arrested. A private autopsy found that he
had been beaten to death. No official inves-
tigations into these deaths were known to
have been initiated by the government. In
July at least 20 Somali asylum-seekers were
reportedly tortured or ill-treated after they
were forcibly returned to Somalia and
taken into custody. The asylum-seekers
had been refused entry by Italian and Egyp-
tian authorities. They were released several
weeks later.

Hundreds of people were extrajudicially
executed by government forces. In one
incident, 17 people arrested by soldiers in
the northern port of Berbera on 16 August
were extrajudicially executed in the town
that night. They appeared to have been
arrested and killed in an arbitrary reprisal
for sNM activities in the area. The victims
included two employees of an interna-
tional relief organization.

Indiscriminate killings of civilians by
government soldiers were reported in all
areas affected by armed conflict. In Belet
Weyn in late May, over 100 men, women
and children - unarmed villagers and
nomads — were reported to have been
indiscriminately killed in reprisal for a usc
attack. Near Galkayu on 12 June, over 70
civilians were killed in an army reprisal
raid. In Bulu Burti on 12 November, sev-
eral prominent local people were extra-
judicially executed and dozens of others
arbitrarily killed in reprisal for a usc
ambush of government troops nearby.

There were also many arbitrary killings
of suspected government opponents by the
army in Mogadishu and other towns. In
July over 60 football spectators were shot
dead in Mogadishu’s main stadium by
members of the presidential guard, who
apparently thought that President Siad
Barre might be attacked after people in the
crowd shouted criticism of his opening

SOMALIA

speech. In Baidowa, dozens of people were
reportedly shot dead by soldiers on 14
October for demonstrating against the Pres-
ident during an official visit. At least five
others were killed and dozens wounded by
soldiers during anti-government demon-
strations in Mogadishu on 23 October. No
inquiries were ordered by the government
into these killings and no action was
known to have been taken against those
responsible.

Dozens of prisoners were under sen-
tence of death, including some condemned
during the year. It was not known how
many executions, if any, took place. Some
death sentences were commuted in the
November amnesty. Two measures taken
by the government suggested a possible
reduction in the use of the death penalty in
future years: the abolition in October of the
National Security Court, which had sen-
tenced hundreds of people to death since
1970, and the repeal of the National
Security Law, which prescribed mandatory
death sentences for 20 political offences.
The death penalty, however, remained in
force for some of these offences under
existing laws.

In January Amnesty International pub-
licly detailed its concerns on Somalia in a
29-page report: Somalia: Report on an
Amnesty International Visit and Current
Human Rights Violations. The organization
urged the government to release prisoners
of conscience and discontinue prolonged
detention without trial and to stop torture
and extrajudicial executions by the secur-
ity forces, and recommended specific legal
and institutional reforms to safeguard
human rights. The report had been sent to
the government for comment in late 1989;
no response was received but several of the
recommendations were implemented dur-
ing 1990. Amnesty International welcomed
the ratification in January of key interna-
tional human rights instruments, urging
that these standards be put into practice. It
similarly welcomed the constitutional and
legal changes in October, particularly the
abolition of the National Security Court
and the National Security Law. An
Amnesty International visit to Somalia
planned for June 1990 was postponed at
the government’s request and had not
taken place by the end of the year.

Amnesty International appealed for the
release of all prisoners of conscience. The
organization urged that political prisoners
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should not be detained unlawfully or tor-
tured, or given unfair trials before the
National Security Court. It appealed for the
commutation of all death sentences.

In July Amnesty International published
new details (including the testimony of the
sole survivor) of a massacre of 46 political
prisoners by soldiers in July 1989 at Jezira
beach near Mogadishu (see Amnesty Inter-
national Report 1990). The report criticized
the government for not releasing the
findings of an official inquiry into the
killings and for not taking action against
those responsible. On this and other occa-
sions Amnesty International called on
the government to establish independent
investigations into extrajudicial executions
and bring to justice those responsible.

In January Amnesty International sub-
mitted further information about its con-
cerns in Somalia for United Nations review
under a procedure established by the Eco-
nomic and Social #ouncil Resolutions
728r/1503, for confidential consideration
of communications about human rights
violations.

SOUTH AFRICA

More than 1,500 critics and opponents of
the government were detained without
charge or trial for up to six months. Some
were allegedly tortured. Those held
included prisoners of conscience. At least
18 people died in police custody in suspi-
cious circumstances. and there was evi-
dence of security force complicity in
extrajudicial executions of government
opponents. A moratorium on executions
was announced pending a review of
the death penalty but there was one

execution in the nominally independent
Bophuthatswana “homeland”.

In February State President F.W. de
Klerk lifted bans imposed 30 years earlier
on the African National Congress (ANC), the
Pan Africanist Congress of Azania (PAC)
and the South African Communist Party
(sacr). and ordered the release of ANC
deputy president Nelson Mandela, who
had been serving a life sentence since
1964. Restrictions on other political and
human rights groups opposed to apartheid
were also removed and more than 700 gov-
ernment critics and opponents had their
restriction orders lifted. Most had been
restricted to local magisterial districts and
held under overnight house arrest. The
national state of emergency was lifted in
three provinces in June and in the fourth in
October. However, from August various
magisterial districts were declared “unrest
areas” in which security forces were given
emergency powers of arbitrary arrest and
detention. Preliminary negotiations began
between the ANc and the government
which were continuing at the end of 1990.
As part of the process. exiled ANcC leaders
and others were given temporary immunity
against prosecution to enable them to
return to the country to participate in nego-
tiations and in August the ANC agreed to
suspend armed actions by its military
wing. In November the government issued
guidelines relating to pardon and indem-
nity for past political offences. making
them applicable both to opposition
activists and government personnel.

The year was marked by an unprece-
dented spiral of political violence resulting
in thousands of deaths. many caused by
fighting between ANC supporters and mem-
bers of the Zulu-bhased Inkatha organization
headed by Mangosuthu Buthelezi, Chief
Minister of the Kwazulu *“homeland”.
From July the violence spread from Natal
to the area around Johannesburg and else-
where. Some killings. for example, of black
train commuters near Johannesburg in
August and of residents of Pholo Park
squatter camp in the East Rand in Septem-
ber, created suspicions that a “third force”
of political extremists. including security
force members, was orchestrating the viol-
ence to sabotage the process of negotiations
between the government and the Anc.

About 450 government opponents were
detained without charge or trial under
national state of emergency regulations in




force since June 1986. Those still in deten-
tion were released when the emergency
was lifted in the Transvaal, Cape and
Orange Free State in June and in Natal in
October. Some had been arrested after the
government lifted bans on opposition orga-
nizations in February. One, Magwedzha
Phanuel Mphaphuli, a leading ofticial of
the United Democratic Front (upr), was
held without charge or trial for 41 days fol-
lowing his arrest in March.

About 200 other opposition activists
were arrested in “unrest areas” declared by
the Minister of Law and Order between
August and the end of the year. In such
areas the security forces were empowered
to detain suspects without charge for an
initial 30 days, which could then be
extended indefinitely with the minister’s
authorization. Eight members of the Azani-
an People’s Organization (Azar0) were held
for several months under this provision
after their arrest in Soweto in Septembuir.

More than 600 people were detained in
Bophuthatswana, where a state of emerg-
ency declared on 7 March was still in force
at the end of 1990. Those held included
ANC activists, some 55 of whom were arres-
ted in November after Bophuthatswana
President Lucas Mangope accused the ANG
of conspiring to overthrow his administra-
tion by force. Dr Thabo Rangaka, a hospital
superintendant, was one of those held but
he and the others were all released
uncharged within two weeks.

At least 217 opposition activists were
detained throughout South Africa under
Section 29 of the Internal Security Act,
which permits indefinite incommunicado
detention without charge or trial in solitary
confinement for security police interroga-
tion. The number of such arrests increased
after the national state of emergency was
lifted. Those held included prominent
members of the ANC, sacP and other politi-
cal organizations, as well as human rights
lawyers and members of white extremist
organizations. Some were held for six
months, including J.B. Sibanyoni, a human
rights lawyer arrestad in June and released
uncharged on 14 Dicember.

Some Section 29 detainees were re-
Ported to have been tortured or ill-treated.
David Madurai, a UpF activist held from
January to May, said police officers had
beaten him, threatened him with electric
shocks and partially suffocated him whil
he was held in Durban.

SOUTH AFRICA

Welverdiend police station near
Carletonville was particularly identified
with allegations of torture of political
detainees. In October a local doctor was
reported to have said that at least 30 youths
he had treated had sustained burn marks as
a result of being tortured with electric
shocks by police. An official inquiry was
apparently initiated into police methods at
Welverdiend but its outcome was not
known at the end of the year.

Torture of detainees was also frequently
alleged against the police in Bophuthat-
swana: in one case in November a police
constable disclosed in court that he had
been taught at police college to assault pris-
oners “if a person does not want to tell the
truth”.

At least 18 people detained for political
or criminal investigation reasons died in
police custody in suspicious circum-
stances. In several casiis the police said the
detainee had committad suicide or had
been shot while trying to escape. Some
deaths, however, appeared to be the result
of torture. Eugene Thokozane Mbulwana,
a 15-year-old, was allegedly severely
assaulted at Welverdiend police station
before he died three days after his arrest
in July. A youth detained with him was
later shot dead by police in suspicious
circumstances shortly after a statement he
had made about Eugene Thokozane Mbul-
wana's death was publicized in the press.

Only one death in custody, that of Sec-
tion 29 detainee Clayton Sizwe Sithole in
January, was made the subject of an inde-
pendent judicial inquiry. The judge con-
cluded that, as the police had alleged, the
detainee had committed suicide, but com-
mented that the provisions of Section 29
are “drastic and make serious inroads into
the normal rights and privileges of every
citizen".

More than 5,000 people were brought
to trial accused of politically motivated
offences, but the situation of ANC members
and others accused of violent offences
was uncertain due to the government's
agreement to grant indemnity to some
opponents. Some trials were delayed while
the accused applied for indemnity.
Sathyandranath “Mac” Maharaj and eight
other Anc and sace members accused in
connection with an alleged sacr plot to
overthrow the government were among
those who applied for indemnity. Arrested
in July, they were released on bail in
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November while the government consid-
ered their indemnity applications.

There was a notable development in
March when the Cape Town Supreme
Court ruled that the state should prove that
contested pre-trial confessions made by
four people accused in a major treason trial
had been made freely and voluntarily.
Eight of the 14 defendants were then
released. Previously, the courts had accep-
ted contested pre-trial confessions unless
the defence could prove that they had not
been given freely.

Two prisoners of conscience impris-
oned for their conscientious objection to
military service were released as a result of
legal changes which halved the period of
compulsory military service and an Appeal
Court decision in March. The court ruled
that the length of sentences imposed on
conscientious objectors was discretionary
and not mandatory under the 1957 Defence
Act. David Bruce and Charles Bester were
released when their six-year sentences
were reduced to 20 months. Dr Ivan Toms’
18-month sentence was reduced by half.
He had already been freed on bail.

Allegations of security force involve-
ment in extrajudical executions and other
unlawful activities were considered by sev-
eral judicial commissions of inquiry. In
February the government appointed Judge
Louis Harms to inquire into allegations
made in 1989 by a former security police-
man awaiting execution, Butana Almond
Nofomela (see Amnesty International
Report 1990). The Commission took evi-
dence from former members of a security
police counter-insurgency unit and from
members of a covert military unit, the Civil
Cooperation Bureau (ccB). Some of the wit-
nesses alleged that they had been involved
in officially sanctioned killings and
attempted killings of government oppo-
nents. The inquiry’s findings were pub-
lished in November: it concluded that the
ccn had taken unlawful action against ANC
members and others held to be “enemies
of the Republic”, but said the evidence of
the former security police personnel was
too unreliable to permit findings in specific
cases. However, it urged the Attorney
General to investigate further the possible
involvement of a c.c:B operative in the 1986
murders of Dr Fabian Ribeiro and his wife
(see Amnesty International Report 1987).

Another judicial inquiry investigated
the fatal shootings of 12 people and the

wounding of 281 others by police at
Sebokeng in March. In a report published
in September, it concluded that the police
had acted unlawfully by shooting without
warning into a crowd of peaceful demon-
strators, and recommended that the Attor-
ney General should consider charging 34
police officers. The Attorney General had
not made known his decision by the end of
the year.

In November, while hearing an action
for damages brought against two newspa-
pers by the police, the Johannesburg
Supreme Court was told by a former
Military Intelligence agent that he had
attempted to kill ANC members abroad with
poisons provided by the police.

Despite these official inquiries and the
announcement in July that the ccs was to
be disbanded. further killings of political
activists occurred, giving rise to specula-
tion that the ccB or other clandestine secur-
ity force units were still operating. In one
case, Jeff Wabena, a trade union activist
and ANC official, was shot dead by an
unidentified gunman at a meeting in
Mdantsane township on 12 October.

There was a dramatic reduction in the
use of the death penalty. One execution
was carried out in Bophuthatswana where
19 other prisoners were under sentence of
death at the end of 1990, but there were no
executions in the rest of South Africa.

In February the government declared a
moratorium on executions pending a
review of legislation relating to the use of
the death penalty. More than 330 prisoners
remained on death row in Pretoria at the
end of the year. There was also a moratori-
um on executions in the nominally inde-
pendent Transkei “homeland”, where 89
prisoners remained on death row while a
commission of inquiry reviewed the use of
the death penalty. In the Ciskei “home-
land” a draft bill of rights issued by a new
military administration in September pro-
posed prohibition of the death penalty and
commutation of all death sentences to life
imprisonment.

In July the Criminal Law Amendment
Act came into force. This retained the
death penalty as a discretionary but no
longer mandatory sentence in murder
cases, and provided for automatic appeal
and clemency procedures for all prisoners
sentenced to death. The amended law
retained the death penalty for seven
offences, ranging from attempted robbery




with aggravating circumstances to treason
in wartime, but provided for an in camera
review by a nine-member panel of judges
and academic lawyers of certain categories
of cases of people sentenced under the old
law. Prisoners and their legal representa-
tives were entitled to make written submis-
sions but not to attend the review hearings.
By the end of the year the Department of
Justice had indicated that at least 120 cases
were to be reviewed.

Amnesty International appealed for the
release of prisoners of conscience, for the
prompt, fair trial or release of other politi-
cal detainees and for impartial investiga-
tion of all reports of torture and deaths in
police custody. The organization pressed
for the abolition of the death penalty and
welcomed the moratorium on executions,
calling for all sentences to be commuted. In
a report published in April, Amnesty Inter-
national also criticized the imposition of
judicial whippings by the courts and the
involvement of medical personnel in the
administration of the punishment.

Amnesty International representatives
undertook two visits to South Africa for
research purposes and an Amnesty Interna-
tional observer attended part of the pro-
ceedings of the Harms inquiry. The
organization submitted a memorandum
proposing additional human rights safe-
guards to a Law Commission appointed by
the government to draw up a draft Bill of
Rights. Amnesty International also submit-
ted information on its concerns in HSouth
Africa to the United Nations (un) Special
Committee Against Apartheid and other un
bodies.

SPAIN

Six conscripts were imprisoned as
deserters after declaring their consci-
entious objection to further military ser-
vice. There were allegations that prison
officers and members of the security forces
had ill-treated detainees and prisoners.
After long delays, significant verdicts were
reached in trials of police and Civil Guard
officers accused of ill-treatment. Inquiries
were opened into disputed killings of
members of an armed Basque group by
security forces.

It was estimated that 32 people, includ-
ing members of the security forces and

SOUTH AFRICA/SPAIN

civilians, were killed during the year in
attacks by armed groups such as Euskadi
Ta Askatasuna (ETA), Basque Homeland
and Liberty, and Grupos de Resistencia
Antifascista Primero de Octubre (GRAPO),
First of October Anti-Fascist Resistance
Groups. The special legal procedures appli-
cable to detainees suspected of belonging
to armed groups remained in force. Under
these, extended incommunicado detention
of up to five days may be imposed by judi-
cial order and the detainee’s lawyer may be
appointed by the court.

In April the Ombudsman, in a statement
to parliament, expressed concern about the
persistence of cases of alleged ill-treatment
of detainees by members of the security
forces. His report emphasized the deliber-
ate obstacles to investigation created by
officers accused of ill-treatment and the
failure of the responsible authorities to
clarify the facts.

In November parliament voted to ratify
the Second Optional Protocol to the Inter-
national Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights Aiming at the Abolition of the Death
Penalty. A reservation was entered retain-
ing the death penalty under the Military
Penal Code.

Six conscripts were imprisoned after
they left their barracks and declared their
conscientious objection to further military
service. Under the law, the right to consci-
entious objection and alternative civilian
service may only be exercised “until the
moment of incorporation into the armed
forces”. Carmelo Sanz Ramiro, a baker who
had completed several months’ military
service when he left his barracks, said he
felt that continuing his service would be
incompatible with his pacifist beliefs. He
was arrested and imprisoned for desertion
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in February after he presented himself |

voluntarily to military authorities. He had
applied for recognition as a conscientious
objector about one week earlier. In March
he was placed in isolation for several
weeks for refusing to wear a military prison
uniform. It was alleged that his civilian
clothing was removed, leaving him in his
underwear, and that his correspondence
and reading material were withheld. His
lawyer and girlfriend were denied visits.
He was released in May but ordered to
report back to barracks to continue his mil-
itary service. According to news reports he
was rearrested in QOctober for refusing to
comply with this order but released and
exempted from all further military service
tor medical reasons.

In January the National Police stopped
José Antonio Montoya and a friend in a
car in Valencia and ordered them to get
out and produce their papers. Reportedly.
when they went to fetch them. the police
assaulted them. José Antonio Montoya
alleged that he was beaten on his head,
neck and arm with truncheons before being
handcuffed and taken to hospital for treat-
ment. Medical evidence, including photo-
graphs, showed stitches to his head and
severe contusions on his arm and back.
Jos¢ Antonio Montoya made an official
complaint but the police failed to attend
preliminary investigations in May and July.
There was no further news regarding the
progress of the investigation by the end of
the year.

In Mayv a judicial investigation was
opened into allegations that 17 men had
been beaten earlier that month by guards
during a transter of prisoners after a distur
bance in the Modelo prison in Barcelona. A
lawyer who interviewed the prisoners
stated that some of them were badly
bruised. The administrator and the deputy
director of the prison were reportedly
suspended following the incidents.

In Movembor a court in Bilbao con-
demned nine Civil Guard otticers to sen-
tences including imprisonment. fines and
disqualitication from duty on charges relat-
ing to the torture of Tomas Linaza in 1981
(see Amnestv International Report 1982).
Two ofticers were found guilty ot torture
and the other seven were found guilty of
deliberately failing to perform their duty
to prevent torture. In addition, the most
senior ofticer was found guilty of refusing
to cooperate with the law and tampering

with evidence. Three other officers were
acquitted. The judgment severely criticized
the obstructive behaviour of the defendants
and made specific reference to the “innu-
merable ditficulties” the court had faced
in obtaining basic information. The
defence and prosecution entered appeals.

In June an exchange of gunfire occurred
in the Foz de Lumbier in Navarre between
members of an armed kra group and the
security forces. One Civil Guard sergeant
was killed and another wounded. Two
members of the kra group were later found
dead and a third was seriously wounded.
The Minister of the Interior stated the next
day that the £rA members had apparently
committed suicide to avoid being taken
alive and that the third member of the
group had tried to kill himself, but failed.
Doubt was thrown on this explanation by
reports that one of the dead had been shot
twice in the side of her head and the other
had substantial quantities of water in his
body. Judicial inquiries were opened into
the circumstances of the deaths. In July
there were reports that the Civil Guards
had attempted to impede these inquiries,
which had not been concluded by the end
of the year.

On 18 September an kra member, Mikel
Castillo. was shot and killed in Pamplona
while attempting to escape from a police
officer. He was reportedly unarmed and his
family brought a private petition alleging
homicide. His companion, Bautista Baran-
dalla, was arrested and alleged that he had
been beaten and nearly asphyxiated while
in custody. A third man escaped. Judicial
inquiries into the allegations were opened
but had not been completed by the end of
the year.

Amnesty International considered that
individuals should be able to claim con-
scientious objector status at any time
and appealed for the release of conscien-
tious objectors it considered to be prisoners
ot conscience, including Carmelo Sanz
Ramiro.

Amnestv International expressed con-
cern to the authorities about allegations of
ill-treatment. In July it wrote to the Minis-
ter of Justice urging the fullest possible
judicial investigation of the shootings in
the Foz de Lumbier and subsequently
expressed concern about the reported
abuse of the judicial process by Civil Guard
officers. No reply had been received by
the end of the year. In October Amnesty




International wrote to the Attorney General
expressing concern about the shooting of
Mikel Castillé while reportedly unarmed
and the allegations of ill-treatment made by
Bautista Barandalla. The Attorney General
replied in November with information
about the two judicial inquiries then in
progress.

SRI LANKA

Thousands of people “disappeared” or
were extrajudicially executed in the north-
east; many were tortured and then killed
in custody. An unknown number of others
were detained in the area. In the south,
“disappearances” and extrajudicial execu-
tions continued to be committed by gov-
ernment forces and “death squads” linked
to them, but on a lesser scale than in 1989.
About 9,000 political prisoners remained
in detention without trial for alleged
connections with an armed Sinhalese
opposition group. The government took no
steps to clarify the fate of thousands of
people who had “disappeared” in the
south since 1987, nor of over 680 people
who had “disappeared” in the northeast in
previous years.

Indian troops, who had been responsi-
ble for the security of the northeast since
July 1987, completed their withdrawal by
late March. Following heavy fighting with
rival Tamil groups, the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (L1TE) — the “Tamil Tigers” —
took control of Northeastern Province and
continued negotiations with the Sri Lanka
Government about the future administra-
tion of the province. Members of the
Eelam People’'s Revolutionary Liberation
Front (¢rruF) and allied groups, who had

SPAIN/SRI LANKA

controlled the provincial council under
Indian patronage, fled the area.

In June the vL1TE captured numerous
police stations in the east and took prison-
er hundreds of police officers who surren-
dered. Most Sinhalese and Muslim officers
among them were reportedly beaten and
killed in captivity. Many Tamil officers
were released but some reportedly
remained in captivity at the end of the
year. I'ighting ensued between government
forces and the L1TE, which evacuated major
towns in the east as government forces

| moved in. Most of the Jaffna peninsula,

where about 200 government soldiers and
police remained besieged in Jaffna fort
until September, remained in L1TE control
at the end of the year.

Reprisal killings of Tamil civilians by
Muslim groups in the east, some of whom
were apparently armed by the government,
were reported in August after hundreds of
Muslim civilians were killed, apparently
by the LTTE. In October the LTTE issued
an ultimatum to Muslims in Mannar,
Mullaittivu, Kilinochchi and Jaffna dis-
tricts to leave the area or be killed: tens of
thousands fled.

In the south, the government said in
January that it had destroyed the armed
opposition Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna
(ve), People’s Liberation Front. According
to government figures, the Jvp had
murdered 6,517 people between late 1987
and March 1990. There were markedly
fewer reports of killings by the jve in 1990
than in 1989. However, 15 members of a
village “vigilance committee”, which had
reported on suspected subversives to the
security forces, were murdered in Matara
District in July. The government attrib-
uted the killings to the jvp.

In the northeast the LTTE was allegedly |

responsible for hundreds of killings,
including the murder of many hundred
Sinhalese and Muslim civilians. For exam-
ple, the LTTE reportedly killed 27 Sinhalese
civilians whom they dragged from a bus
near Trincomalee in August and about
140 Muslim worshippers in mosques at
Kattankudy in August. The vi1TE also
reportedly tortured and killed prisoners,
killed or imprisoned numerous members or
sympathizers of rival Tamil groups. and
imprisoned Tamil civilians for ransom.
Outside the northeast, the LITE was
widely suspected of responsibility for the
assassination in Colombo of an EPRLF
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member of parliament in May and for the
murders in Madras, India, of 14 EPRLF
central committee members in June.

In February President Ranasinghe Pre-
madasa repealed Emergency Regulation
55K which had permitted police to dis-
pose of bodies without post-mortem or
inquest. However, the remaining Emergen-
cy Regulations still enabled security forces
to dispose of bodies secretly and extrajudi-
cial executions continued. Several other
regulations were repealed or amended, but
the state of emergency remained in force at
the end of the year.

Government forces in the northeast
were reported to have extrajudicially exe-
cuted thousands of defenceless civilians in
areas they had regained, using counter-
terror tactics similar to those employed in
the south in 1989 (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1990). Victims were report-
edly shot, bayoneted, stabbed or hacked to
death; some were said by witnesses to have
been burned alive. In eastern areas, besides
helping the army round up suspects,
Muslim Home Guards also reportedly com-
mitted extrajudicial executions.

Victims' bodies were regularly left in
the open. The identities of many remained
unknown; others, presumably killed in
custody, were identified as people who had
been detained by security forces days
earlier. Some had been burned beyond
recognition or mutilated. In Amparai
District, where the Special Task Force, a
police commando unit, was especially
active, bodies — some without heads -
began to be washed up on the beaches from
September.

In Amparai District alone at least 3,000
Tamil people were reportedly killed or
“disappeared” between June and October,
many of whom were believed to have been
victims of extrajudicial execution. In Bat-
ticaloa and Vavuniya districts, as well as in
other areas, widespread extrajudicial exe-
cutions were also reported after govern-
ment troops moved in.

Both the security forces and the govern-
ment refused to acknowledge that many
defenceless people had been deliberately
killed. Government statements referred
only to atrocities committed by the LTTE
and the deaths in combat of “Tamil Tigers”
and security forces personnel.

Thousands of men and women report-
edly “disappeared” in the northeast after
widespread arbitrary detentions by govern-

ment forces, and were feared to have been
killed in custody. Victims included babies
and their mothers, children, and elderly
men and women. In Batticaloa town alone

over 1,200 people reportedly “disap-
peared” between June and October.
Government security forces often

refused to acknowledge individual deten-
tions and the authorities, despite
widespread detentions, did not disclose
how many political prisoners were held in
the northeast nor whether any had been
charged. Any person suspected of even
minimal contact with the L1t was at risk
of detention, “disappearance” or extrajudi-
cial execution. Members of Tamil and Mus-
lim armed groups which opposed the LTTE
helped the security forces to identify
LTTE suspects, and in some areas armed
cadres of certain Tamil groups were
deployed alongside government security
forces.

In the predominantly Sinhalese south,
hundreds of extrajudicial executions and
“disappearances” were reported, although
this represented a marked reduction from
1989 (see Amnesty International Report
1990). In June scores of corpses were found
near former army camps, apparently the
bodies of prisoners killed at the camps
before troops were redeployed to the north-
east. Bodies of suspected victims of extra-
judicial execution continued to be found in
the following months.

Richard de Zoysa, a journalist who had
reported on human rights issues, was
among those killed in February. He was
abducted by gunmen from his home in the
capital, Colombo. The following day his
naked body was found in the sea with bul-
let wounds to his neck and head. Although
his mother identified one of the alleged
killers as a senior police officer, a magiste-
rial inquiry into his death was discontin-
ued in August and no action was taken
against the police officer allegedly
involved. Richard de Zoysa's mother and
her lawyer both received death threats in
May when they pressed for a full inquiry
into his murder. Other human rights
defenders were also at risk: at least five
members of parliament who had raised
human rights cases received death threats.
In September Kumaraguru Kugamoorthy, a
radio producer and human rights activist,
“disappeared” after being abducted in
Colombo by an armed group believed to be
connected with the security forces.




“Disappearances” continued to be re-
ported from the south following detentions
by uniformed police officers and abduc-
tions by plainclothes squads believed to be
attached to the security forces. The victims
included former jvp suspects who had pre-
viously been detained but then released.
and young Tamil men apparently suspect-
ed of links with the Li1TE. In Colombo and
elsewhere hundreds of young Tamil men
were detained by both uniformed and
plainclothes personnel following the out-
break of hostilities in the northeast in June.
Many were released after questioning but
at least seven reportedly *“disappeared”.
The Eelam People’s Democratic Party, an
anti-LTre Tamil group, reportedly detained
and interrogated suspects in Colombo with
the assent of the government, before hand-
ing them over to the police.

The government took no steps to inves-
tigate the thousands of *“disappearances”
reported in recent years. Evidence mount-
ed during 1990 of the massive scale of “dis-
appearances” and extrajudicial executions
which took place in 1988 and 1989 and
were believed to number tens of thousands.
In September the police confiscated details
of 533 “disappearances” from an opposi-
tion member of parliament who was about
to take them to a meeting of the United
Nations (uUN) Working Group on Enforced
or Involuntary Disappearances in Geneva.
The papers were returned to him in Octo-
ber after he filed a petition in the courts
alleging infringement of his fundamental
rights.

In January the government announced
that detainees held without charge or trial
in the south under Emergency Regulations
would be screened for involvement with
the jvp. Criminal charges would be brought
where there was evidence of serious
involvement; those marginally involved
would be released on probation; those
believed to have been involved but against
whom there was no evidence would
remain in detention for “rehabilitation”,
although the legal basis for such rehabilita-
tion was unclear. At the end of 1990 about
9,000 prisoners remained in detention
without trial.

Detentions of jvp suspects continued in
the south. Suspects’ relatives were at times
detained in place of the wanted person. In
one reported case a six-year-old child
was detained in October by Kuliyapitiya
police who had sought the father as a jvp

SRI LANKA

suspect. The child was later released and
the father arrested. The father spent one
month in detention before his arrest was
acknowledged.

Emergency Regulations provide for
indefinite detention without charge or trial.
and the Prevention of Terrorism Act (rra)
provides for up to 18 months’ detention
without charge or trial. Detainees are fre-
quently held incommunicado, providing a
ready context for torture and ill-treatment.

Charges were brought against security
forces personnel for extrajudicial execu-
tions in only a few cases. Among those
charged were eight police officers, who
were accused of murdering 12 prisoners at
Nittambuwa, Gampaha District, in Febru-
ary. A prisoner who survived with injuries
witnessed the executions in a jungle clear-
ing. The following morning he led people
to the site, where the naked and charred
bodies of the victims were found. The case
was widely publicized, and an inquiry was
held. No security forces personnel was
known to have been charged in connection
with “disappearances”.

The trial of three police officers accused
of murdering Wijedasa Liyanarachchi in
September 1988 (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1989) continued without
conclusion.

Five people charged under the pTA and
Emergency Regulations with a grenade
attack on the parliament building in
August 1987 (see Amnesty International
Report 1988) and other offences were
acquitted. The court found that their con-
fessions had not been made voluntarily. On
their release in December, two of the defen-
dants were immediately detained under a
fresh detention order and the state filed an
appeal against the judgment.

The Supreme Court awarded damages
to several victims of illegal detention and
torture, including in April to a lawyer who
had been illegally detained in 1987 for 10
months, and in July to a 16-year-old girl
who had been illegally detained and tor-
tured in 1988 (see Amnesty International
Report 1989). There were reports of the
intimidation of people who had filed fun-
damental rights petitions.

Throughout the year Amnesty Interna-
tional urged the government to implement
effective safeguards against extrajudicial
executions, “disappearances” and torture
in all areas of the country. It urged that
independent commissions of inquiry be
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established intoe reported
executions and “disappearances”,
those found responsible be brought to

extrajudicial

that |

justice and that victims or their relatives be |

compensated.

In May Amnesty International called for
an immediate halt to illegal killings and
incommunicado detention by forces of the
LTTE.

In oral statements to the UN Commission
on Human Rights and the unN Sub-
Commission on Prevention of Discrimina-
tion and Protection of Minorities, Amnesty
International included reference to its con-
cerns in Sri Lanka about extrajudicial exe-
cutions and incommunicado detention
under Emergency Regulations and the pTA.

In September Amnesty International
published a major report, Sri Lanka: Extra-
judicial Executions, “Disappearances” and
Torture, 1987 to 1990, which covered the
period to June 1990, and a further report
including new violations committed by
both government forces and the LTTE which
had occurred in the northeast after June.
Amnesty International publicly urged the
government to take action to halt the long-
standing pattern of gross human rights
violations and to introduce effective safe-
guards for human rights.

In December Amnesty International
expressed concern that a “Special Task
Force” created by the government in
November to “monitor and deal effectively
with all violations of human rights” was
not an independent body, and that its
objectives placed too great an emphasis
on countering international expressions of
concern about Sri Lanka’s human rights
record rather than on the full investigation
and remedy of past and continuing
violations.

In January two government ministers
claimed publicly that Amnesty Interna-
tional was a “terrorist organization” which
had funded jvp propaganda, but were
unable to produce evidence to support this
false allegation when challenged to do so.

In December a letter to Amnesty Inter-
national from a presidential adviser was
published in a Colombo newspaper which
argued that “when security forces have to
deal with terrorist groups...excesses are
bound to occur”.

Amnesty International told the govern-
ment several times of its wish to send a

| delegation to Sri Lanka to discuss its con-
| cerns, but received no response.

Hundreds of real and suspected govern-
ment opponents were prisoners of con-
science. Some were detained in 1989 and
held without charge or trial throughout
1990. Over 150 others were arrested dur-
ing the year. At least 90 prisoners of con-
science were released. Some government
opponents were sentenced to prison terms
and 30 army officers were executed after
grossly unfair trials. Government troops
reportedly committed dozens of extrajudi-
cial executions. At least three people con-
victed of criminal offences were executed.
However, a prisoner of conscience sen-
tenced to death in 1989 was pardoned and
released.

The nationwide state of emergency
declared by the National Salvation Revolu-
tion Command Council (Nskce) following
the June 1989 military coup (see Amnesty
International Report 1990) remained in
force throughout the year. Fighting contin-
ued in the south between government
forces and the armed opposition Sudan
People’s Liberation Army (spra), which
controlled large areas in the south. The
spLA continued to hold several senior mem-
bers of its own organization who were sus-
pected of opposing the spLa leadership. At
least 1,500 members of the Sudanese army
were reported to be detained by the spLA. In
March the spi.A agreed to join a coalition of
opposition groups, the National Democrat-
ic Forum (NDF), and endorsed the NDF’s
charter which calls for popular opposition
to the military government and a return to
democratic rule in Sudan.

On 31 December the Head of State,
Lieutenant-General Omar Hassan al-Bashir,




”—

announced that Shari‘a (Islamic law)
would be immediately implemented in
northern Sudan. However, it was not clear
whether this meant that the “September
Laws”, enacted in 1983 and partially sus-
pended in 1985, would be reintroduced.
Based on an interpretation of Islamic
jurisprudence, these laws had provided for
the judicial amputation of limbs, flogging
as a penalty for numerous offences, and
stoning and crucifixion as methods of
execution.

The state of emergency continued to
give the government extensive powers of
administrative detention. Detainees were
held without charge or trial on an
indefinite basis. No reasons for their
imprisonment were given. The detentions
could not be challenged by the courts and
were not reviewed by any form of indepen-
dent tribunal. However, some detainees
were freed, apparently after their cases
were reviewed by Nsrce officials.

At least 250 suspected opponents of the
NSRCC were prisoners of conscience at the
start of the year. Of these, 90 were released
by the end of March: government officials
thereafter said that there were no political
prisoners being held although further
releases took place in August and October.
However, more than 150 other non-violent
critics or opponents of the government
were arrested during the year and at least
300 prisoners of conscience were being
held at the end of 1990.

Those released included most of the 80
political leaders and former government
officials arrested after the June 1989 coup
(see Amnesty International Report 1990).
Several members of the Umma Party.
however. were rearrested in October. For-
mer prime minister Sadiq al-Mahdi was
released from prison in January but placed
under house arrest: during April he was
confined to one room and denied all visits
and medical treatment. Thereafter, he con-
tinued to be denied visits but was permit-
ted to see his doctor.

One of the prisoners of conscience who
remained in detention without charge or
trial throughout 1990 was Dr Ushari
Ahmed Mahmoud. a university lecturer
and prominent human rights activist who
was arrested in 1989. in March he was
moved to Shalla prison in Darfur where
conditions were harsh, after he apparently
refused to withdraw an allegation that an
armed pro-government militia had been
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responsible for a massacre of civilians in
al-Daien in 1987. At least 12 lawyers,
including Mustafa Abdelgadir, and dozens
of trade union activists were also held
without charge or trial throughout the year.

New arrests of trade union activists
occurred in May after a rail strike. Most
were released within a short time, but at
least five railway workers' leaders were
believed to be in detention at the end of the
year. More than 65 other men and women
were also arrested in May, mostly in
Khartoum, and remained in detention
without charge or trial at the end of 1990.
Among them were two prominent mem-
bers of the Umma Party, members of the
Socialist Arab Ba‘th Party and academics
known to support the NDF.

Many arrests were reported in areas
affected by the conflict with the spLa,
notably in the south. In February about 200
suspected seLA supporters were arrested
and detained at an army barracks in Juba.
Some were later released but an unknown
number of others were apparently still held
at the end of 1990. Dozens of other people
of southern origin were arrested in
Khartoum in February, March, September
and December, including many who were
still being held incommunicado and with-
out charge or trial at Kober prison at the
end of 1990.

A minority of those arrested were
charged and brought to court. but they
received unfair trials. In May, 24 army
officers stood trial before military courts on
charges of conspiring to overthrow the gov
ernment: 23 were convicted and one was
acquitted. Two of the convicted prisoners
were sentenced to death but the Head of
State immediately commuted their sen-
tences to life imprisonment. Twentv others
received prison sentences ranging tfrom two
years to life imprisonment. and one was set
free. The trial was held in cameru and the
defendants were denied legal representa-
tion and the right to appeal to a higher
court.

On 23 April the government announced
that it had foiled a coup attempt and that
army officers had been arrested. On the tol-
lowing day. 28 army officers were executed
following a summary court-martial. Most
had been arrested on 23 April, but two
were already in custody before the alleged
coup attempt. The trial lasted only two
hours and the officers were denied legal
representation and the right to appeal to a
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higher court. Fourteen other officers were
tried by military courts in connection with
the same alleged coup attempt: four were
sent to prison for periods ranging from
three to 15 years; four were dismissed from
the armed services: and six were acquitted.
Two other officers were executed in July
after they were convicted of involvement
in the April coup attempt.

Torture and ill-treatment of political
detainees,  particularly  those  held
incommunicado by the security services in
secret detention centres in Khartoum, con-
tinued to be reported. The purpose
appeared to be to obtain information or
confessions and to punish suspected oppo-
nents of the military government. Com-
monly reported methods of torture
included beatings with rifle butts and trun-
cheons, flooding of cells with cold water,
mock executions and sleep deprivation.
Victims were also burned with cigarettes,
suspended from trees, and forced to crouch
during interrogation with stones gripped
between their legs while being whipped.

Dr Ali Fadul, a prisoner of conscience,
died in April, apparently as a result of tor-
ture at a secret detention centre. He had
been an active member of the Sudan Doc-
tors’ Union, which was banned after the
1989 coup. The authorities said that he had
died of malaria but refused to show his
body to his family and denied their request
for an independent autopsy. Unofficial
sources said that he had died of an internal
haemorrhage and a skull fracture caused by
torture.

Conditions in Shalla prison in Darfur
Province were reportedly harsh and politi-
cal prisoners were transferred there as a
punishment. Inmates were said to be held
in overcrowded cells, given insufficient
water and, in many cases, to have become
ill owing to inadequate sanitation. Urgent
medical treatment was reportedly denied
or unavailable although two seriously ill
prisoners were moved to Omdurman mili-
tary hospital in April. Prisoners at Shalla
were denied family visits, as were some
political prisoners held elsewhere in the
country.

There was an increase

in public
floggings. Street vendors operating without
a licence, most of them women, were sum-
marily tried in market places by Public

Order Courts. Convicted vendors were
flogged on the spot.
Extrajudicial executions of civilians by

government troops continued in southern
Sudan. Between February and May,
13,000 government soldiers travelled from
Malakal to Juba, reportedly burning and
looting several villages and killing dozens
of unarmed villagers. Among the dead
were four elderly men who were burned
inside their cattle shed by soldiers in Dior,
near Ayod. In late May four men, including
two Roman Catholic religious teachers,
were arrested by government troops in
Meridi in southern Sudan on suspicion of
being srLA supporters. They were tortured
and set on fire by soldiers. One of them,
Louis Laku, died in hospital on 16
September as a result of his injuries. Pro-
government militias, known as the Popular
Defence Forces, also extrajudicially exe-
cuted unarmed civilians in Bahr al-Ghazal
province and other areas in the south.

At least 33 people were executed,
including the 28 army officers executed on
24 April and the two others executed in
July. In addition, Gergis al-Ghous, who was
sentenced to death in December 1989 for
attempting to smuggle foreign currency out
of the country (see Amnesty International
Report 1990), was hanged in February.
Two further executions were reported in
August. The victims, who had been con-
victed of theft and murder, were hanged in
al-Fasher before a large crowd: their bodies
were then taken down and crucified. At
least two other people were sentenced to
death for drug-trafficking but had not been
executed by the end of the year. An army
colonel convicted of embezzlement was
sentenced to death in early December.

People sentenced to death since the
June 1989 coup were not allowed to appeal
against conviction to a higher court and
were not allowed proper legal representa-
tion at their trials. Dr Maamum Mohamed
Hussein, a prisoner of conscience who had
been sentenced to death in December 1989
(see Amnesty International Report 1990),
was pardoned by the Head of State and
released in May along with another pris-
oner of conscience who had been sen-
tenced to life imprisonment. More than 100
people convicted of murder in previous
years were believed to remain under sen-
tence of death.

Amnesty International repeatedly urged
the Sudanese Government to release all
prisoners of conscience and allow all those
detained since the 1989 coup to challenge
their imprisonment in court. It protested




about the use of torture and the increasing
number of people sentenced to death. The
organization also called for the commuta-
tion of the death sentence imposed on Dr
Maamun Mohamed Hussein and of all
other death sentences. It frequently urged
the government to investigate reports of
extrajudicial executions and to stop prison-
ers being killed by troops or militia. In
August Amnesty International published a
report, Sudan: The Military Government’s
First Year in Power - A Permanent Human
Rights Crisis. which detailed the wide
range of human rights violations recorded
since the June 1989 coup. In October
Amnesty International’s Secretary General
met the Head of State to explain the organ-
ization’s concerns.

In oral statements to the United Nations
(uN) Commission on Human Rights and the
UN Sub-Commission on Prevention of Dis-
crimination and Protection of Minorities in
August, Amnesty International included
reference to its concerns in Sudan.
Amnesty International also submitted a
communication under the African Charter
on Human and Peoples’ Rights concerning
“a series of serious or massive violations”
of human rights guaranteed by the Charter.

SURINAME

At least three people died in circum-
stances suggesting that they were extra-
judicially executed. There were new
reports that government soldiers killed
people suspected of collaborating with the
Jungle Commando, an armed opposition
group. At least four members of an armed
Amerindian group associated with the
army were killed following an internal

SUDAN/SURINAME

conflict. Most human rights violations
committed before the civilian government
took office in 1988 had still not been
investigated.

The armed conflict which started in
1986 in opposition to the military govern-
ment continued after the change to a demo-
cratically elected government in 1988.
Negotiations to end the conflict had not
succeeded by the end of 1990. In May the
National Assembly passed a law withdraw-
ing from the military police the power to
arrest civilians and to conduct criminal
investigations into offences involving civil-
ians. The exercise of these powers over a
number of years had led to human rights
violations and a deterioration of the rela-
tionship between the police force and the
army: police personnel investigating crimi-
nal offences allegedly committed by mem-
bers of the army had received threats,
including death threats. In late December
Lieutenant-Colonel Desi Bouterse resigned
as Army Commander following alleged
disagreements with President Ramsewar
Shankar. Two days later, on 24 December,
the military took power in a bloodless
coup which led to the resignation of
the President. The National Assembly
appointed Johan Kraag as President. The
military promised to hold elections within
100 days. Lieutenant-Colonel Bouterse
subsequently returned to the post of
Army Commander.

Government soldiers killed three people
in circumstances suggesting that they may
have been extrajudicially executed. In
March Stewart Deel and John Apai, body-
guards of Ronny Brunswick, the leader of
the Jungle Commando, were killed while
accompanying him to a meeting with the
head of the army, held as part of the negoti-
ations to end the armed contlict. The two
men were reportedly shot by soldiers at
Lieutenant-Colonel Bouterse's office in
Paramaribo: the victims were reportedly
unarmed. Ronny Brunswick and other
members of the group were arrested and
held for two days by the army. purportedly
on suspicion of drug-trafficking, but were
released on government orders.

In August police Inspector Herman
Goodings was killed shortly after leaving
the military headquarters at Fort Zeelandia
where he and a colleague were investigat-
ing the arrest of two police officers
by members of the army. His car was
intercepted by a military vehicle and his
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colleague was allowed or forced to leave.
Inspector Goodings’ body, with gunshot
wounds, was found the following day near
the area where his car had been stopped.
Inspector Goodings had investigated the
involvement of an army officer in the
killing of a group of people near Mungota-
pu in November 1986 (see Amnesty Inter-
national Report 1987) and had expressed
dissatisfaction when the officer was
released on an order from Lieutenant-
Colonel Bouterse. The government
appointed a commission to investigate his
killing but there was no indication that the
investigation had been completed by the
end of the year.

In July two men, believed to have been
unarmed, were reported to have been
killed in Nieuw Aurora because they were
suspected of cooperating with the Jungle
Commando. One of them was reportedly
shot and then beaten to death with guns.
There was no indication that the author-
ities investigated these deaths.

In February dissenting members of
the Tucayana Amazonas, an armed
Amerindian group generally associated
with the army, sought asylum in Guyana
but were returned to military custody in
Suriname. While in custody four of them
were taken away, allegedly by a group of
unknown armed men. The authorities had
not clarified their fate or whereabouts by
the end of the year.

Most of the human rights violations
committed before the civilian government
took office were not investigated. The
chances of such investigations ever taking
place were considerably reduced when
fires, reportedly started intentionally,
destroyed several public buildings contain-
ing important evidence.

Amnesty International wrote to the
President in September expressing concern
about the killings of Stewart Deel, John
Apai and Inspector Herman Goodings. The
organization said it was concerned that
Inspector Goodings could have been killed
in retaliation for his investigation of mem-
bers of the army. It requested information
about the investigation into his death and
about any investigation undertaken into
the killing of Stewart Deel and John Apai.
No reply had been received by the end of
the year.

SWAZILAND

Eleven suspected government opponents
were prisoners of conscience, of whom five
were still held at the end of the year. All
five were held without charge or trial after
being acquitted of treason. A member of
the royal family was rearrested and
detained without charge or trial after
being acquitted of treason. One detainee
alleged ill-treatment in police custody and
at least 80 students were injured, in three
cases reportedly fatally, as a result of
police beatings. Three people were sen-
tenced to death and one person under sen-
tence of death was reprieved. There were
no executions.

Several dozen students, trade unionists
and others were arrested in May and June
as suspected supporters of the People’s
United Democratic Movement (PUDEMO), an
illegal opposition party under a 1973 royal
decree banning all political parties. Most
were released within a few days, but 11
were charged with treason, sedition and
other offences. They included Mpandlana
Shongwe, President of the Swaziland
National Union of Students, and Sabelo
Dlamini, a law student who alleged that he
was assaulted by the police after arrest.

Charges against one of the 11, Boy
Magagula, were withdrawn in September.
However, when he refused to testify for
the prosecution, he was rearrested and
charged again. He was released on bail and
had not been tried by the end of the year.
The 10 others stood trial in the High Court
in October. They were accused of forming
PUDEMO with the intention of forcibly over-
throwing the government. Four were

| acquitted of all charges. The other six were
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acquitted of treason and sedition but con-
victed of contravening the 1973 decree by
attending political meetings: four received
six-month prison terms but were released
in view of the time they had already been
held: and two, Dominic Mngomezulu and
Ray Russon, were each sentenced to serve
one year in prison but were released on
bail after lodging an appeal. During the
trial. which was attended by an Amnesty
International observer., the main prosecu-
tion witness and seven others said they
had been threatened with prolonged deten-
tion to make them testify.

Five of the defendants, including
Mpandlana Shongwe, were rearrested in
November and held without charge or trial
under renewable 60-day detention orders
signed by Prime Minister Obed Dlamini.
After three of them had been rearrested,
Sabelo Dlamini and Ray Russon sought
refuge in the American Embassy and then
escaped to South Africa, only to be forcibly
repatriated. No new charges were brought
against the five, all of whom were believed
to be prisoners of conscience.

A member of the royal family was also
detained under a 60-day order after being
acquitted of treason. Prince Mfanasibili
Dlamini was due to be released in July after
serving a prison sentence for defeating the
ends of justice (see Amnesty International
Report 1987), but was charged with plan-
ning to overthrow the government of King
Mswati Ill. He was acquitted of this charge
in August but immediately rearrested and
was held under successive 60-day deten-
tion orders.

At least 80 students required hospital
treatment in November as a result of beat-
ings by police and soldiers inflicted when
the authorities forcibly closed the univer-
sity. Students had boycotted classes to
protest against Sabelo Dlamini’s expulsion
from the university. Three students were
reported to have died as a result of the
beatings they received.

A prisoner sentenced to death in July
1987 for murder, whose case was the sub-
ject of Amnesty International appeals dur-
ing 1989, had his sentence commuted in
July. Three people were sentenced to death
but there were no executions.

Amnesty International appealed for the
release of prisoners of conscience and
called for an independent inquiry into the
beatings of students by police and soldiers
in November, but received no response.

SWAZILAND/SWEDEN

SWEDEN

g = |

The government removed restrictions on
the freedom of movement of six Kurdish
refugees who had been under town arrest
since 1984.

On 11 May the government ratified the
Second Optional Protocol to the Interna-
tional Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights Aiming at the Abolition of the Death
Penalty.

Restrictions of town arrest had original-
ly been imposed on nine Kurdish refugees
whom the government considered to be
terrorists. They could not be deported to
Turkey because of fear of persecution (see
Amnesty International Reports 1989 and
1990). Deportation orders and restrictions
on two refugees were removed in August
1989 and restrictions on freedom of
movement on six others in October 1990.
However, the six refugees were still re-
garded as terrorists: they were required
to report to the police weekly and their
deportation orders remained in force. The
ninth refugee, who was in prison for crimi-
nal offences, remained under restriction
and deportation orders.

The government stated that the police
believed that the Kurds’ terrorist affilia-
tions had become minor. In a hearing con-
cerning two of the refugees in April. the
Court of Appeal decided that the restric-
tions had “lasted so long that they must be
considered as a deprivation of freedom”
according to the Swedish Constitution. The
judgment stated that the two refugees
should be entitled to have their restrictions
reviewed by a court. This decision was
subsequently overturned by the Supreme
Court.
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In an exchange of correspondence with
the government during the year, Amnesty
International reiterated its concern that the
government's decision to place indefinite
restrictions on the refugees’ freedom of
movement was not open to judicial scru-
tiny. In October the organization welcomed
the lifting of restrictions on the six
refugees.

SWITZERLAND

A total of 581 people were sentenced to
prison terms for refusing to perform mili-
tary service. Of these, 317 based their
refusal on religious, ethical or political
grounds, according to statistics published
by the Federal Military Department. How-
ever, it was claimed that the number of
people who had refused on conscientious
grounds was far higher than reflected in
the departinent’s restricted categories.
Many conscientious objectors served their
sentences during 1990; all were consid-
ered prisoners of conscience. These
included people sentenced in 1990 and
earlier years, a large number of whom had
expressed their willingness to perform an
alternative civilian service.

Military service is a binding obligation
under the Constitution and male citizens
carry out a total of approximately 12
months’ service between the ages of 20 and
50. Although there is limited access to
unarmed military service, there is no provi-
sion for alternative civilian service, which
could be introduced only by amending the
Constitution through a public referendum.

In October the government issued an
amendment to the Military Penal Code.
Under its provisions, refusal to perform

military service would remain a criminal
offence. If a military tribunal concluded
that a conscript was unable to reconcile
military service with his conscience
because of “fundamental ethical values”, it
would sentence him to a period of work in
the public interest, ranging from one and a
half times the length of military service to
two years. This would not result in a crimi-
nal record. Conscripts considered to be
refusing military service on unrecognized
grounds would continue to receive prison
sentences resulting in criminal records.

The amendment did not come into force
during 1990 as it was liable to a referen-
dum. A campaign organized by opponents
of the amendment had until mid-January
1991 to collect the 50,000 signatures
required to request the referendum.

During the year the Socialist and Chris-
tian Democrat parties sought wider support
for initiatives, which they put forward in
November 1989 and September 1990
respectively, aimed at introducing an alter-
native civilian service.

In October the National Council (one of
the two chambers of parliament) requested
the Federal Council to draft a revised Mili-
tary Penal Code, eliminating the death
penalty.

Although refusal of military service was
punishable by up to three years’ imprison-
ment, in practice sentences rarely exceeded
10 months during 1990. The law allowed a
maximum of six months’ imprisonment if a
tribunal recognized a conscript’s “severe
conflict of conscience” on religious or ethi-
cal grounds; such sentences were served in
the form of arréts répressifs or semi-déten-
tion, allowing approved work outside the
prison during the day.

Paul-Simon Dorsaz had spent over 12
years as an agricultural worker in religious
communities when he refused military ser-
vice. He began a sentence of three months’
arréts répressifs in November after a mili-
tary tribunal recognized that his action was
motivated by deep religious convictions
and that he was facing a “severe conflict of
conscience” and “moral distress”. Caspar
Schneider, a carpenter, served a seven-
month prison sentence for refusing military
service. He explained to the military
authorities that his objection was based on
his absolute belief in pacifism, influenced
by the experiences of his mother’s family
in concentration camps and as refugees
during the Second World War. A military




tribunal acknowledged that ethical beliefs
were a factor in his refusal but found that
“egoistic” reasons were also present and
concluded he was not suffering “a severe
contlict of conscience”. He was sentenced
to 10 months' imprisonment, reduced on
appeal.

Amnesty International continued to
appeal for the release of prisoners of con-
science. It wrote to members of parliament
and the government expressing concern
that the proposed amendment to the Mili-
tary Penal Code would continue to punish
people refusing military service on grounds
of conscience and would not provide a
genuine alternative service outside the mil-
itary system. It also supported initiatives
aimed at the introduction of such a service.
In letters to Amnesty International, the fed-
eral authorities stated that they were
“aware that the question of conscientious
objection in Switzerland has to be solved”
and acknowledged that the amendment to
the Military Penal Code would not intro-
duce “a real civilian service”; this required
an amendment to the Federal Constitution,
rejected by national referendums in 1977
and 1984.

Thousands of suspected opponents of the
government, including hundreds of prison-
ers of conscience, continued to be detained
under state of emergency legislation in
force since 1963. The majority were held
without charge or trial, some for over 20
years. Others remained in prison after the
expiry of their sentences. Some had been
held incommunicado for long periods.
Torture of political detainees continued to

SWITZERLAND/SYRIA

be reported, in at least four cases allegedly
resulting in death. At least four people
were executed. Scores of people, both sol-
diers and civilians, were reportedly extra-
judicially executed by Syrian forces in
Lebanon (see Lebanon).

Many of those detained, including at
least 286 prisoners of conscience, were
members of prohibited political parties,
such as Hizb al-‘Amal al-Shuyu‘i, Party
for Communist Action (pcA); al-Hizb al-
Shuyw'i al-Maktab al-Siyassi, Communist
Party — Political Bureau (cepB); Ittihad al-
Nidal al-Shuyu'i, Union for Communist
Struggle (ucs); al-Tanzim al-Sha'bi al-
Nasiri, Popular Nasserist Organization
(pNO); al-Ikhwan al-Muslimun, Muslim
Brotherhood, and the Arab Socialist Ba‘th
Party. Others were members of professional
associations arrested in 1980 and 1981
after publicly demanding improvements in
human rights in Syria. Some detainees had
been arrested in place of relatives being
sought by the authorities. Hundreds of
Palestinians, including many suspected
supporters of the Palestine Liberation
Organization (pLO) and other Palestinian
groups, were also still held.

Over 120 members of the cppB and 154
pcA members, the majority of them prison-
ers of conscience arrested over the past
decade, were among those who remained
in detention without trial. They included
Yusuf Ghaith, an engineering student, and
Samir Haddad, a civil engineer, who were
among 15 CppB members or supporters
arrested by al-Amn al-Siyassi, Political
Security, in Yabrud in March and April,
after anti-government slogans had report-
edly been written on walls in the town.
Twelve of the 15 were released during the
year, one died in custody in April, and two
were still detained without charge or trial
in ‘Adra Civil Prison at the end of 1990.

Over 160 members of the medical and
engineering professions, including at least
10 prisoners of conscience, were believed
to be still detained without charge or trial
at the end of the year. They were arrested
in 1980 and 1981 in connection with a
one-day national strike in support of pol-
itical reforms. One prisoner of conscience,
Muhammad Nabil Salem, was held in
‘Adra Civil Prison, but the whereabouts of
most of those arrested with him remained
unknown.

Other long-term political detainees
included 18 Ba‘th Party members, among
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them former government ministers. Some
had been held without charge or trial for
over 20 years. Muhammad ‘Id ‘Ashawi. a
former minister of foreign affairs arrested
in December 1970, was reported in Sept-
ember to be in poor health and to have
been denied urgently needed treatment in
prison and transfer to hospital.

Suspected supporters of the pro-Iraqi
Arab Socialist Ba'th Party also continued
to be detained without charge or trial.
Among them was Ahmad ‘Abd al-Ra‘uf
Roummo. a teacher who was reportedly
held incommunicado and tortured for six
months after his arrest in 1975. He was
held in al-Mezze Military Prison in
Damascus.

Four members of Syria's Jewish commu-
nity also remained in detention without
charge or trial in ‘Adra Civil Prison. The
authorities indicated in late 1989 that two
of them, Eli and Selim Swed, were the sub-
ject of investigation and would be tried “as
soon as possible”. They had been arrested
in 1987. However, no trial was reported to
have taken place by the end of the year.

Scores of people arrested in previous

years in place of relatives sought by the
authorities also continued to be held with-
out charge or trial. They included two
women, Shafiqa al-*‘Ali and Fatima ‘Abbas,
who were arrested in March 1986 and

remained in detention although their
wanted relatives were themselves arres-
ted in 1987.

Some political prisoners continued to
be detained after serving sentences
imposed by the courts, without further
charges being brought against them. Khalil
Brayez. a former Syrian army officer who
was abducted from Beirut in 1970 by Syr-
ian security agents and tried in Syria, had
been due for release in October 1985. He
was instead transferred to an unknown
place in Damascus and was believed to be
still held. ‘Adel al-Zu'bi. a Syrian asylum-
seeker who was returned involuntarilv
from the Netherlands in April. was report-
edly arrested upon arrival at Damascus
airport. He was apparently detained with-
out charge or trial and was believed to be
still held at the end of the year. although
his whereabouts were unknown.

In October Syrian forees in Lebanon
reportedly took prisoner scores of support-
ers of General Michel ‘Aoun after a joint
assault on his Beirut stronghold which
they mounted with Lebanese government

forces. The captives reportedly included 35
military officers loyal to General ‘Aoun
who were arrested at the Ministry of
Defence in East Beirut and transferred to
Syria. Most of these prisoners were report-
edly held either in a prison at ‘Anjar in the
Beka' Valley in Lebanon or in prisons in
Syria, including al-Mezze Military Prison.

Hundreds of other people arrested in
Lebanon in previous years continued to be
held. Some had been arrested by Syrian
forces, others handed over to them by
various Lebanese militias. They included
Palestinians suspected of supporting pLO
leader Yasser ‘Arafat: members of Harakat
al-Tawhid al-Islami, Islamic Unification
Movement (1UM); members of various fac-
tions of the Christian Lebanese Forces:
members of the Druze Progressive Socialist
Party (psp), members of the Arab Socialist
Ba‘th Party: and other critics of the Syrian
Government. One, Mahmud Baidun, a
Lebanese lawyer and former member of the
Ba'th Party in Syria, was abducted from
Tripoli in 1971. He was still detained with-
out charge or trial in al-Mezze Military
Prison.

There were reports of torture and ill-
treatment of untried political detainees.
At least four prisoners died in custody.
allegedly as a result of torture. Munir
Fransis, a civil engineer from Yabrud,
died in custody in April, several days
after being moved from detention to al-
Muwassat Hospital in Damascus. His
body was reported to have borne marks of
torture when it was handed over to his
family. Three Palestinians held in untried
detention since 1985 were reported to have
died in custody in Damascus during 1990.
Among them was Ziad Musa Qatnani.
whose body was returned to his family in
July bearing marks of torture: one of his
eyes had been gouged out. he had a broken
skull, his nails had been extracted. and
there were marks of torture by electricity.
No official investigation into the causes of
these deaths was known to have been car-
ried out. Another political detainee. Samir
Haddad. reportedlv required intensive care
in a Damascus hospital after his arrest in
April when he suffered kidnev failure fol-
lowing torture during interrogation. He was
later moved to ‘Adra Civil Prison. where he
remained at the end of the year.

At least four people were executed: they
were hanged publicly in Damascus in
October after being convicted of smuggling.




At least 200 people were reported to
have been extrajudicially executed by
Syrian forces in October after the defeat
of General Michel ‘Aoun in East Beirut.
The victims were said to include both
military personnel and civilians, among
them women and children. At least 30 of
General ‘Aoun’s soldiers who had been
captured were reportedly stripped, bound,
lined up and shot in retaliation for an
ambush in which Syrian soldiers had been
killed. At least 14 men were reported
to have been extrajudicially executed by
Syrian forces in the village of Bsouss.

Amnesty International expressed con-
cern to the government about new political
arrests and the continued detention with-
out charge or trial of hundreds of prisoners
of conscience and other political prisoners,
as well as reiterating its unconditional
opposition to the death penalty. Amnesty
International renewed its proposal to visit
Syria to discuss its human rights concerns
with the government but received no
response. Similarly, there was no response
to the organization’s call in October for an
impartial inquiry into reported extrajudi-
cial executions by Syrian forces in Lebanon
and for assurances about the physical
security of Lebanese captives being held in
Syria.

In an oral statement delivered to the
United Nations Commission on Human
Rights in February, Amnesty International
expressed its concern about continued
reports of torture and deaths in custody.

TAIWAN

One advocate of an independent Taiwan
state was imprisoned as a prisoner of con-
science. Six other prisoners of conscience
were released. Five military officers were
arrested after a prisoner died in military
custody. Over 70 people convicted of
criminal offences were reportedly execu-
ted. The death penalty was abolished for
corruption.

President Lee Teng-hui was elected for
a new term by the National Assembly and
at his inauguration in May declared an
amnesty under which nine political prison-
ers were released. He also promised to
abolish the 1948 Temporary Provisions
Effective During the Period of Communist
Rebellion and to make “forward-looking

SYRIA/TAWAN

and necessary revisions to portions of the
Constitution”. Subsequently the authorities
started to review the laws and regulations
affected by the Temporary Provisions,
including the National Security Law and
the offences of sedition and treason.

Huang Hua, a leading opposition act-
ivist, was arrested and tried in November
on charges of sedition. He was accused of
advocating an independent Taiwan state in
speeches, by organizing demonstrations as
part of his New Country Movement, and by
supporting pro-independence candidates
in the 1989 parliamentary elections. He
was convicted in December and sentenced
to 10 years’ imprisonment. He was consid-
ered a prisoner of conscience.

Six other prisoners of conscience were
released (see Amnesty International Report
1990). Hsu Tsao-teh was released on parole
in April, after serving half his sentence.
Three were released under the presidential
amnesty: Shih Ming-teh, held since 1980,
and Tsai Yu-chuan and Dr Huang Kuang-
hsiung, held since 1987. Chuang Kuo-ming
also benefited from the amnesty but
remained in custody on criminal charges.
Luo Yi-shih was released in December after
completing a 10-month prison sentence
(see Amnesty International Report 1990).
In October the High Court had acquitted
him of a charge of sedition arising from
speeches he had made advocating indepen-
dence for Taiwan. Chen Sheng-nan, sen-
tenced to seven years and two months’
imprisonment in 1989 (see Amnesty Inter-
national Report 1990), was also released on
bail. Amnesty International had no inform-
ation on the result of his appeal.

Cheung Ki-lok was allowed to return to
Hong Kong in November (see Amnesty
International Report 1990). The High Court
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TAIWAN/TANZANIA

acquitted him in January and again in
October of belonging to a seditious group.
but the prosecution appealed against the
verdicts.

In October five military officers were
arrested for causing the death of an inmate
in a military prison. They reportedly
admitted beating him and applying an
electric prod to various parts of his body.

The Statute for the Punishment of Cor-
ruption was amended in October and the
death penalty abolished under that law.
However, over 70 people convicted of
criminal offences were reported to have
been executed. The execution in July of
three young kidnappers who had released
their victim unharmed generated particular
controversy in Taiwan.

Amnesty International urged the gov-
ernment to release prisoners of conscience
and expressed concern about the execu-
tions. In response, the Ministry of Justice
stated in August that the sentences on the
three kidnappers had been lawfully passed

and that both an official commission which |

had studied the death penalty in 1974 and
public opinion supported the retention of
this punishment.

In September the Judicial Yuan (coun-
cil) made public its response to the report
on Taiwan contained in Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1990. It denied that prison-
ers convicted by the courts included pris-
oners of conscience and stressed that the
courts had applied existing laws. It also
said that three police officers whose arrests
were referred to in the report had been
given suspended sentences for torturing a
suspect. It stated that the courts imposed
death sentences with great care and for a
limited number of offences.

- TANZANIA

More than 120 government opponents
were arrested in Zanzibar. At least 40
were prisoners of conscience, of whom
three were believed to be still in prison at
the end of the year. Fifteen of those arres-
ted were detained without charge or trial.
The others were charged and released on
bail after short periods in custody, with

| some still awaiting trial at the end of the
| year. On the mainland a government

opponent was detained without charge or
trial following his return from exile. A

Burundi national arrested for political
reasons in 1989 died in prison; 14 others
arrested with him remained in custody
throughout the year. There were reports of
executions and 12 people were sentenced
to death.

Opposition in Zanzibar and Pemba to
continued union with mainland Tanzania
increased in the run up to nationwide elec-
tions in October. Advocates of secession
in the two islands called for a boycott of
the electoral roll registration process.
Hundreds who supported the call were dis-
missed or suspended from state employ-
ment and leaders of the campaign were
detained. In all, more than 120 people were
arrested in Zanzibar and Pemba, including
former Zanzibar Government ministers. At
least 40 were prisoners of conscience,
although most were held only briefly.
Shabaan Mloo, a former senior official of
the Chama Cha Mapinduzi (ccm), Party of
the Revolution, the only legal political
party, was arrested in June with five other
leading advocates of secession. They
included the former Zanzibar chief justice,
Ali Haji Pandu, and Mkubwa Makame. The
latter was held for five days, apparently
unlawfully, on succwessive 24-hour deten-
tion orders without bw#ing brought before a
magistrate, and then released. The five
others were held until December. They
were detained under the 1964 Zanzibar
Preventive Detention Decree, which per-
mits indefinite detention without charge or
trial, rather than the more recent 1985
Preventive Detention Act, which permits
the legality of detention orders to be chal-
lenged in court. Shabaan Mloo had previ-
ously been detained for several days in
January with 11 others.

Mkubwa Makame was rearrested in




August with two others, the day after they
had met Amnesty International representa-
tives visiting Zanzibar. At the same time,
Juma Ngwali, a former government official,
and two others were arrested on Pemba.
All six were detained under the 1964
decree and held incommunicado until they
were released in December. Two of the
Pemba detainees were reported to have
been denied appropriate medical care after
becoming ill in detention. All those held
under the 1964 decree were prisoners of
conscience.

Three government critics sentenced to
prison terms on Zanzibar in July were also
prisoners of conscience. Rashid Ali Dadi
received a one-year sentence and Omar
Salum Hamad and Kombo Hassan Bakar
were each jailed for six months after being
convicted of holding an illegal meeting in
1989. They were convicted despite the
prosecution’s failure to prove that there
was any unlawful purpose to the meeting.

Other government critics were also
charged with holding illegal meetings or
breaches of the peace. They were generally
released for lack of evidence when their
cases came to court, often after they had
been held in custody and denied bail for
up to two weeks. At least 50 government
opponents were still facing such charges at
the end of the year.

In April, 15 prisoners serving sentences
imposed in 1989 for participating in an
illegal demonstration and destroying prop-
erty were pardoned and released. However,
Seif Shariff Hamad, a former chief minister
of Zanzibar and a leading advocate of
secession, remained in custody throughout
1990 awaiting trial on charges of illegal
possession of documents (see Amnesty
International Report 1990).

At least one government opponent was
detained in mainland Tanzania. Musa
Membar, leader of the opposition Tanzania
Youth Democratic Movement, was arrested
in September when he entered Tanzania
from Kenya, apparently to participate in
the elections. He was detained without
charge or trial under the 1985 Preventive
Detention Act and was still held at the end
of 1990. He was previously imprisoned in
the United Kingdom for hijacking an air-
craft flying from Tanzania to London in
1982.

On the mainland 15 possible prisoners
of conscience from a Burundi opposition
movement, the Parti pour la libération du

TANZANIA/THAILAND

peuple Hutu (paLIPEHUTU), Hutu People’s
Liberation Party, remained in detention
pending deportation. They had been arres-
ted in 1989 and accused of political activi-
ty detrimental to Tanzania’s relations with
Burundi (see Amnesty International Report
1990). In August their leader, Remi
Gahutu, died as a result of illness possibly
exacerbated by harsh prison conditions
and poor medical facilities.

In January the authorities announced
that since 1985 the Court of Appeal had
dismissed 188 prisoners’ appeals against
the death sentence and that 25 executions
had taken place. Further executions were
believed to have been carried out in 1990.
At least 12 people were sentenced to death
after being convicted of murder.

Amnesty International appealed for the
release of prisoners of conscience and
investigated the cases of other political
prisoners. In August Amnesty International
representatives visited Zanzibar and met
Attorney General Idi Pandu Hassan. He
said that Shabaan Mloo and others
detained without charge or trial under
the 1964 decree were being held to pre-
vent them from “disrupting” the October
elections. In September Amnesty Interna-
tional published a report, Tanzania: The
Harassment of Government Opponents in
Zanzibar, which detailed recent arrests and
reiterated the organization’s call for the
release of prisoners of conscience.

THAILAND

Three prisoners of conscience remained in
prison throughout 1990. There were new
political arrests in connection with anti-
government protest rallies. It was possible
that some of those held might be prisoners
of conscience. The police were accused of
beating demonstrators and criminal sus-
pects in custody. At least 13 death sen-
tences were imposed or confirmed by the
courts, but there were no reports of execu-
tions. Government soldiers were accused
of extrajudicially executing 12 Cambodian
asylum-seekers. About 2,000 asylum-
seekers and others from Myanmar
(Burma) were forcibly repatriated.

Three prisoners of conscience contin-
ued to serve sentences imposed in Novem-
ber 1988, when they were convicted of
“lese majesty” (see Amnesty International
Report 1989).
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In March about 20 people were arrested
for organizing a series of non-violent rallies
in the capital, Bangkok. on behalf of the
National Democratic Movement, which
reportedly called on the government to
“hand over administrative power to the
people”. They were charged with breach-
ing the peace and refusing to disperse, but
were released on bail. About a dozen of
them were reportedly rearrested in October
after a rally by a group called the People’s
Council. About 10 leading members of a
group called the Revolutionary Council
were also rearrested in October. They had
previously been detained in May and June
1989, reportedly after distributing leaflets
which falsely proclaimed the abolition of
parliament and assumption of power by
an interim government. They had been
released on bail while awaiting trial on
charges of inciting unrest. Before their re-
arrest, the authorities alleged they were
behind the protest activities of the National
Democratic Movement and the People’s
Council. All those rearrested in October
remained on trial at the end of 1990.

Police arrested two Muslim activists.
Abdul Rahman Yuso and Hayi' Mae Bue-
heng. in July and August respectively.
They were among about 20 Muslim activ-
ists sought bv police following a gathering
in june of over 10,000 people at a mosque
in the southern province of Pattani. During
the gathering some demonstrators allegedlv
called for separation of Muslim-populated
provinces from Thailand. threatened or
attacked local authorities and insulted
King Bhumibol Adulyadej. Abdul Rahman
Yuso and Hayi Mae Bueheng apparently
acknowledged that they had been present
at the gathering, but denied involvement
in any violent or other illegal act. Both

prisoners were on trial at the end of 1990.

Amnesty International continued to
investigate whether any of those detained
in connection with the activities of the
Revolutionary Council, the National Demo-
cratic Movement, the People’s Council and
Muslim protest rallies were prisoners of
conscience.

Some of the 22 political prisoners sen-
tenced after unfair trials in previous years
for “communistic activities” and Muslim
separatism remained in prison, but the pre-
cise number was not known. There was no
further information about six alleged Mus-
lim separatists and one alleged communist
insurgent arrested in 1989 (see Amnesty
International Report 1990).

Police officers reportedly beat people in
custody. In April the police allegedly
detained and severely beat several
protesters during a rally by some 2,000
farmers and others in Mahasarakham
province. The rally was in protest against
pollution of land by rock-salt mining.
Those injured included a farmer, who was
beaten and kicked when he surrendered to
the police, and a woman student. Also
in April police officers in the southern
province of Nakhorn Srithammaraat were
said to have beaten a criminal suspect in
an attempt to make him “confess”. The sus-
pect later collapsed from his injuries in
court. In August police officers in Bangkok
were accused of beating a 15-year-old
criminal suspect during interrogation.

At least 13 people were either sen-
tenced to death or had their death sen-
tences upheld by the Appeals Court or the
Supreme Court. All of them had been con-
victed of murder or drug-trafficking. No
executions were reported.

Twelve Cambodian asylum-seekers were
reportedly extrajudicially executed in June
by Thai soldiers who detained them outside
Site 2 refugee camp, apparently because
they suspected them of involvement in an
attack on a Thai village.

More than 2.000 asylum-seekers and
others from Myanmar were reportedlv
repatriated against their will on separate
occasions during the year. despite fears
that thev could be at risk of imprisonment
as prisoners of conscience. or of torture or
execution bv the military authorities in
Myanmar.

In June Amnesty International wrete
to Prime Minister Chaatchai Chunhawan
to express concern about the forcible




repatriation of asylum-seekers to Myanmar
and to seek information about the proce-
dures by which they could apply for con-
tinued asylum in Thailand. Amnesty
International also wrote to the government
about the reported extrajudicial executions
of Cambodian asylum-seekers and sought
details about an army inquiry into the inci-
dent. The organization pressed for the
release of prisoners of conscience and
appealed to King Bhumibol Adulyadej to
commute all death sentences finalized by
the Supreme Court. No response was
received.

Thirteen pro-democracy activists arrested
in August appeared to be prisoners of con-
science: at least four of them were tor-
tured. Eleven were released uncharged a
week later. The other two were sentenced
to five years’ imprisonment in October but
then released. Dozens of villagers in north-
ern Togo were reportedly detained and
tortured by government soldiers.

On 5 October there were violent demon-
strations in Lomé, the capital, after the
security forces violently dispersed crowds
who had gathered peacefully to call for
multi-party democracy and the release of
two pro-democracy activists. Government
vehicles and some police stations were
destroyed, several people were reportedly
killed and at least 170 demonstrators were
arrested. They were all released uncharged
in late October.

Following the demonstrations, the gov-
ernment announced that a commission
would review the Constitution and that a
new draft constitution would be submitted
to a referendum by the end of 1991.

THAILAND/TOGO

President Gnassingbé Eyadéma later an-
nounced that the one-party state would be
replaced by a multi-party political system.

In late November the security forces
used excessive force to disperse demon-
strations of striking taxi drivers in the town
of Sokodé and elsewhere. As a result sev-
eral people were reportedly killed and
dozens of others injured. Students in Lomé
who demonstrated against government
policies were also violently dispersed in
November. Dozens of students were sev-
erely beaten by soldiers.

Thirteen pro-democracy activists were
arrested in Lomé on 23 and 24 August. A
week later 11 of them were released un-
charged. The other two, Doglo Agbelengo
and Logo Dossouvi, were brought to trial
and on 5 October sentenced to five years'
imprisonment for slander and inciting the
army to revolt against the government on
the grounds that they had distributed
leaflets calling for multi-party democracy.
They appeared to be prisoners of con-
science. However, they were released a
week after sentencing by order of President
Eyadéma.

At least four of those arrested in August
were tortured with electric shocks,
whipped and beaten while being held
incommunicado in the custody of the
Sareté nationale, the national security
police. One of the detainees, Komlan
Aboli, was subjected to severe beatings and
electric shocks. The National Commission
of Human Rights, established by the gov-
ernment in 1987, confirmed after an inves-
tigation that four detainees had been
tortured and publicly urged the govern-
ment to destroy the equipment used to
inflict electric shocks. The head of the
security police was subsequently dis-
missed but those allegedly responsible for
torturing the detainees had not been
brought to justice by the end of the year.

Earlier in the year, dozens of villagers
were detained and tortured by soldiers.
This occurred in February as soldiers
attempted to forcibly resettle villagers liv-
ing near a national park in the north of the
country. The victims, including a number
of elderly inhabitants from the villages of
Koloware and Mparatao, were apparently
accused of hunting in a wild game reserve.
The ' National Commission of Human
Rights carried out an investigation and sub-
mitted a report to President Eyadéma,
which apparently confirmed that villagers
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had been unlawfully detained and tor-
tured. As a result, President Eyadéma
reportedly ordered the release of two vil-
lagers who remained in detention, that
some of the victims should be compen-
sated, and that the officer in charge of the
soldiers responsible should be demoted.
Amnesty International called for the
release of Doglo Agbelengo, Logo Dossouvi
and others arrested in August. The organ-
ization also investigated reports that vil-
lagers in the north were tortured by
soldiers, and urged the government to
investigate all other reports of torture, to
make the findings public and to take imme-
diate steps to prevent the use of torture.

TRINIDAD AND
TOBAGO

One hundred and fourteen people were
charged with treason following an attempt
to overthrow the government; if convicted
as charged they would be sentenced to
death. At the end of the year there were
over 90 prisoners under sentence of death.
There were no executions during the year;
the last hanging was carried out in 1979.
The Human Rights Committee adopted the
view that there had been violations of the
International Covenant on Civil and Politi-
cal Rights (iccpr) in the case of a prisoner
under sentence of death. The Commission
of Inquiry into the effectiveness and status
of the death penalty submitted its report.
In an attempt to overthrow the govern-
ment of Prime Minister Arthur Napoleon
Raymond Robinson, an armed group occu-
pied the parliament building and state
television station from 27 July to 1 August.
Members of the Jamaat-al-Muslimeen,
Muslim Organization, a black Muslim
group founded in the early 1980s and led
by Yasin Abu Bakr, stormed the parliament

building. They took 46 hostages including
the Prime Minister and members of the
cabinet, Senate and House of Representa-
tives. The group’s demands included the
resignation of the Prime Minister and a
general election within 90 days. As a result
of confrontations during the five days, over
30 people were killed, including a member
of the House of Representatives and police
officers. Hundreds were injured, both
inside the occupied buildings and in the
streets. Among the injured was the Prime
Minister who sustained gunshot wounds to
his legs. A state of emergency was declared
on 28 July and remained in force until 9
December. All members of the group
engaged in the occupation surrendered
unconditionally on 1 August.

As a result of the attempt to overthrow
the government, 114 members of the
Jamaat-al-Muslimeen were charged with
treason, murder and other offences in
August. The treason and murder charges
carry a mandatory sentence of death on
conviction. The trial was pending at the
end of the year.

In July the Human Rights Committee,
which supervises the implementation of
the 1ccPr, held that Trinidad and Tobago
had violated its obligations under the
Covenant in the case of death row prisoner
Daniel Pinto, and that he was “entitled to a
remedy entailing his release”. The Commit-
tee found that Article 14(3)(d) had been
violated, because the legal assistance pro-
vided at his appeal did not “adequately
and effectively ensure justice”. Daniel
Pinto had complained about the quality of
the court-appointed defence lawyer at his
trial and objected to the same lawyer
appearing for him at appeal. He made
arrangements for a different lawyer to rep-
resent him at his appeal, but these arrange-
ments were ignored by the Court of
Appeal. The Committee also concluded
that Article 6 of the Covenant (the right to
life) had been violated since the death sen-
tence had been imposed after judicial pro-
ceedings that fell short of procedural
guarantees protected by Article 14 of the
Covenant. Daniel Pinto was still on death
row at the end of the year.

The Commission of Inquiry examining
the death penalty, appointed in March
1989 (see Amnesty International Reports
1989 and 1990), held public sittings in
March and April for members of the public
to present their views. The Commission’s




report, submitted to President Noor Has-
sanali in September, concluded that the
death penalty for murder and treason
should be retained. The Commission rec-
ommended that prisoners sentenced to
death over 10 years ago should have their
sentences commuted to life imprison-
ment but that executions of those who
had exhausted their appeals should be
resumed. Amnesty International appeared
before the Commission of Inquiry into the
death penalty in March and called for total
abolition and for the death sentences of all
96 prisoners then on death row to be com-
muted. It said that such moves would set
an example of leadership in the upholding
and advancement of human rights in the
Caribbean and internationally. The organ-
ization pointed to the worldwide trend
towards abolition and the various problems
inherent in the death penalty.

TUNISIA

An Islamic activist was imprisoned as a
prisoner of conscience. Hundreds of other
religious or political activists, including
possible prisoners of conscience, were
arrested. Most, including at least 460 stu-
dents who were forcibly conscripted into
the army after demonstrations in Febru-
ary, were released during the year, but
over 100 others were sentenced to prison
terms. There were new reports of torture
and ill-treatment of detainees. One execu-
tion was carried out, the first since 1987,
and a second death sentence was passed.
Moncef Ben Salem, a university profes-
sor, was arrested in April after he criticized
the government in a newspaper interview.
A supporter of Hizb al-Nahda, Party of the
Renaissance, an Islamic group not permit-
ted to register as a legal political party, he
was convicted in May of disseminating
false information and defaming public
order. He received a three-year prison sen-
tence which he was serving at the end of
the year. He said that after his arrest he was
held at the Ministry of the Interior for mors

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO/TUNISIA

than 36 hours without food and was pre-
vented from sleeping. He had previously
been detained without charge or trial for 18
months until May 1989 (see Amnesty Inter-
national Report 1990).

Bechir Essid was a possible prisoner of
conscience. A lawyer and founder of the
Union démocratique unioniste (UBU),
Democratic Unionist Union, an unregis-
tered political party, he was sentenced to
four years' imprisonment in October by the
Criminal Chamber of the Appeal Court in
Tunis. He had been arrested 13 months ear-
lier (see Amnesty International Report
1990). He was convicted of forming a gang
and conspiring to attack persons and prop-
erty, defaming the President, distributing
false information and putting posters on
public buildings without permission. He
denied the charges, which were based on
the uncorroborated testimony of a co-
defendant.

Information was received in January
that four possible prisoners of conscience,
alleged members of the Parti communiste
des ouvriers tunisiens (pcot), Tunisian
Workers’ Communist Party (see Amnesty
International Report 1990), had been
acquitted in December 1989.

Over 1,000 students were arrested in
February during demonstrations at five
universities which resulted in violent
clashes with the police. Most were released
uncharged, but at least 460 students,
including some who had already complet-
ed their military service or who had been
certified medically unfit, were forcibly con-
scripted into the army. They were sent to
isolated military camps where they were
effectively held incommunicado. However,
about 360 of them were released from
military service in April and the remainder
in June.

Hundreds of others were arrested in
connection with frequent demonstrations
by supporters of Hizb al-Nahda and other
Islamic groups. Many were released
uncharged but over 100, including possible
prisoners of conscience, were tried and
sentenced to up to two years and three
months’ imprisonment. Many such arrests
occurred after Tayeb Hammasi, a Tunis
school student, was shot dead by police in
September during a demonstration in
which Islamic activists reportedly dis-
tributed leaflets and threw stones at the
police. The authorities said the death was
accidental and that an inquiry would be
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held, but it sparked a wave of demonstra-
tions and arrests of Islamic activists. At
least 30 were arrested following a demon-
stration at Al-Fatah mosque in Tunis. Two
- Salah al-Boughanmi and Lutfi Ghariani —
were convicted in October of making
speeches during an unauthorized demon-
stration and sentenced to one year in
prison. Four others received six-month
sentences for public order offences and 22
people received suspended sentences.

There were new allegations of torture
and ill-treatment of both political detainees
and criminal suspects. Hedi Ben Allala
Bejaoui, a Hizb al-Nahda supporter,
alleged that he was beaten, sexually abused
with a stick and had faeces forced into his
mouth at Ariana police station in Tunis
after his arrest on 9 April. He also said that
he was tortured with electric shocks at the
Ministry of the Interior before being
released uncharged after a few hours. A
subsequent medical examination noted
numerous injuries. The Interior Ministry
said that there would be an investigation
into his alleged torture, but it was not
known whether this occurred.

In June Raouf Mthlouti, an 11-year-old |

boy accused of theft, alleged that he was
beaten while in police custody in Ariana.
A subsequent medical examination sup-
ported his allegations and his lawyer
made a formal complaint to the procuracy,
which apparently took no action.

Abdellatif Tlili, a Hizb al-Nahda sup-
porter, was also reportedly tortured while
being detained in November and December
at the Ministry of the Interior in Tunis.
Legally, suspects can only be held in pre-
trial incommunicado detention for a maxi-
mum of 10 days, but he was held
incommunicado for six weeks during
which he was allegedly beaten severely,
had a stick forced into his anus and was
repeatedly suspended from a bar under his
knees with his hands and feet bound
together in front of him (the réti position)
for long periods. A medical examination
after his release found injuries consistent
with his torture allegations.

At least two people were sentenced to
death. One of them was convicted of multi-
ple murder in May and executed in
November. This was the first execution to
be carried out since President Zine El
Abidine Ben Ali came to power in 1987.
Former diplomat Lamari Dali was sen-
tenced to death on 25 December after being

convicted of treason at a trial conducted in
camera. His sentence was confirmed on 28
December, but he had not been executed by
the end of 1990.

Amnesty International wrote to the gov-
ernment in June to express concern at
recent arrests and reports of torture and ill-
treatment of suspects held in pre-trial
incommunicado (garde a vue) detention.
There had been no response by the end of
the year.

In  September Amnesty International
published a report, Tunisia: Summary of
Amnesty International’s Concerns, which
detailed recent evidence of torture and
ill-treatment of detainees while held
incommunicado and, sometimes, beyond
the maximum time limit for garde a vue
detention. Amnesty International also
appealed for the commutation of the death
sentence carried out in November and the
one passed in December.

TURKEY

There were thousands of political prison-
ers, scores of whom were prisoners of con-
science. Hundreds of political prisoners
were sentenced to imprisonment and some
to death after legal proceedings that did
not meet international standards for fair
trial. The use of torture continued to be
widespread and systematic, in some cases
resulting in death. There were reports of
extrajudicial executions. Civilian and mili-
tary courts passed at least eight death sen-
tences. At the end of the year the total
number of prisoners under sentence of
death who had exhausted all legal reme-
dies had reached 315. Seven Iraqi Kurds,
some of whom were recognized as refugees




by the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), were
extradited to Iraq.

At the end of the year a state of emer-
gency was still in force in 10 provinces in
southeast Turkey where the security forces
were engaged in counter-insurgency opera-
tions against Kurdish separatist guerrillas.
Many human rights violations by the secur-
ity forces were alleged to have taken place
in the context of this conflict. The guer-
rillas were also reported to have attacked
civilians, some of whom they abducted and
killed. In August the armed organization
Devrimci Sol, Revolutionary Left, claimed
responsibility for the execution of three
alleged police informers.

In May President Turgut Ozal and the
Council of Ministers introduced Decree
424 (replaced in December by Decree 430),

which extended the already extraordinary |

powers of the Emergency Legislation Gov-
ernor to allow for, among other things, the
closure of printing presses, the banning of
publications and the forcible resettlement
from within the Emergency Powers region
of individuals engaged in activities *harm-
ful to the maintenance of general security
and public order”.

In August Turkey notified the Council
of Europe that this decree might result in
its derogation from Articles 5, 6, 8, 10, 11
and 13 of the European Convention on
Human Rights, which contain guarantees
of freedom of expression and assembly,
and important safeguards against torture.

Turkish law allows detainees to be held
in police custody for up to 15 days before
being brought before a judge, or up to 30
days in the Emergency Powers region. Draft
amendments to the Penal Code to shorten
such detention periods, proposed in Sept-
ember 1989, had not been enacted by the
end of the year. The right of access to a
lawyer is provided by Article 136 of the
Criminal Procedure Code, and this was
reinforced by a circular issued by Prime
Minister Yildirim Akbulut in April. How-
ever, lawyers in all parts of the country
continued to be denied access to clients
held in police detention.

Other proposed measures to protect
detainees from ill-treatment also remained
in draft form many months after they were
originally announced. For example, in May
the Judicial Committee began examining a
draft law under which statements to the
police would be admissible as evidence in
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court only if taken in the presence of a
lawyer. However, no progress appeared to
have been made by the end of the year.

Arrests and trials of prisoners of con-
science continued throughout the year.
Several people were taken into custody
and charged under Penal Code Article 142
with “making separatist propaganda”.
ismail Besikgi was arrested in March in
connection with books he had written
about the Kurdish minority in Turkey. He
had already served more than 10 years in
prison for his writings about the Kurds. He
was provisionally released in July, and his
trial continued. Also in March Mehmet
Fehim Igk, a journalist, was arrested for a
speech he made which referred to the
Kurds' *“anti-colonial struggle”. He was
sentenced to four years and two months’
imprisonment. In April the writer Musa
Anter, aged 73, was arrested and impris-
oned for a speech he had made about the
Kurdish minority. In May he was acquitted
and released. Dogu Peringek, publisher of
the magazine Ikibin'e Dogru (Towards
2000) was arrested and charged in August,
also for speeches allegedly containing Kur-
dish separatist propaganda. He was provi-
sionally released in September, but his trial
continued.

In October Vedat Aydin, Ahmet Zeki
Okguoglu and Mustafa Ozer were taken
into custody and charged under Article 142
in connection with a speech made in Kur-
dish at the annual general meeting of the
Turkish Human Rights Association (THRA).
Mustafa Ozer was released after one week;
the two others were released by the court at
the first hearing in December. The trial
continued.

Haydar Kutlu and Nihat Sargin, leaders
of the banned Tiirkiye Birlesik Komiinist
Partisi (TBkP), Turkish United Communist
Party, who had been imprisoned in Nov-
ember 1987, were conditionally released
in May, but their trial continued (see
Amnesty International Reports 1989 and
1990).

Several prisoners of conscience who
had been granted provisional release in the
early 1980s were rearrested and impris-
oned following confirmation of their sen-
tences. Mehmet Ali Polat, Burhan Oktay,
Orhan Unal, Nezahat Moza Ozden and
Sabahattin izcioglu were reimprisoned dur-
ing the year for membership of the Tiirkiye
Komiinist Partisi (Tkp), Turkish Communist
Party.
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In November, 10 people attending a
memorial service for the founder of the
Islamic Nurcu sect, including the owner
and eight staff members of the fundamen-
talist magazine Yeni Asya (New Asia), were
detained for 14 days and investigated for
“acting against the secular nature of the
state” (Penal Code Article 163).

Hundreds of political prisoners were
sentenced to imprisonment or death by
military and state security courts after legal
proceedings that did not meet internation-
ally recognized minimum standards for a
fair trial. These courts failed to investigate
most allegations of torture made before
them and in some cases permitted state-
ments extracted under torture to be used as
evidence.

The pattern of widespread and system-
atic torture continued, with many new
allegations of torture and ill-treatment
of political and criminal detainees and
prisoners. Victims consistently reported
similar methods of torture: being blind-
folded and stripped naked, beatings on all
parts of the body, hosing with cold water,
squeezing of testicles and the application
of electric shocks.

Among the hundreds of political prison-
ers who alleged they were tortured during
1990 was Mesut Bozkurt. He was detained
at the Izmir office of the magazine Yeni
Cézum (New Solution) when it was raided
by police in February, and taken to izmir
Police Headquarters. He alleged that when
he refused to sign prepared statements
admitting membership of an illegal organ-
ization, he was hosed with cold water
under high pressure, his testicles were
squeezed, electric shocks were applied to
his body and he was raped with a trun-
cheon. Because he was blindfolded
throughout the 16 days of his detention he
was unable to identify the torturers.

People suspected of political offences
were particularly at risk of torture in deten-
tion. However, as a result of the intensified
military campaign to combat the guerrilla
activities of the Kurdish Workers’ Party
(pkk), large numbers of villagers in south-
east Turkey with no background of politi-

| cal activity were detained on suspicion of

sheltering guerrillas and were reportedly

| tortured. One example was Mehmet Polat,

imam of Bayramh village, who was
detained on 19 September. He alleged that
he was kept blindfold, handcuffed, denied
food and water, and forced to remain

standing for long periods or to lie on the
concrete floor of the lavatory. He was
stripped naked, beaten on his genitals with
a truncheon and forced to drink liquor as
an affront to his religious beliefs. When the
marks of torture had disappeared he was
brought before the court, where he was for-
mally arrested on charges of sheltering
Kurdish guerrillas.

Some prisoners died in custody, report-
edly as a result of torture and ill-treatment.
On 4 June Serdar Cekig Abbasoglu was
found dead in Ankara Closed Prison. Three
days earlier he had been charged with bur-
glary and brought to the prison from
Ankara Police Headquarters. Fellow pris-
oners alleged that he had been bleeding
from his mouth and nose and that his
death was the result of torture while in
police custody. On 18 November Yakup
Aktas of Derik in the province of Mardin
was detained and taken to the Mardin Gen-
darmerie Regimental Headquarters. On 25
November his family was informed of his
death, and received his body from Mardin
State Hospital. Officials stated that an
autopsy had found that he died of a heart
attack. Yakup Aktas was 24 years old.
Those who washed his body before burial
reported that there were bruises and cuts
on his wrists, arms and back, and that the
back of his head was crushed and blood-
stained. They also said that there were
wounds on his eyebrows and temples. His
family demanded a second autopsy, the
preliminary results of which emerged in
late December and described widespread
bruising and cuts on the head. Torture was
established in several prosecutions during
the year, but most of these cases neverthe-
less resulted in acquittal because the
victims had been blindfolded and the tor-
turers could not be positively identified.
Seven court actions were known to have
resulted in convictions.

Major Cafer Caglayan, an army officer
who was tried in Ankara Third Criminal
Court for an incident in January 1989 when
villagers of Yesilyurt in the southeast were
beaten, trampled, kicked and allegedly
forced to eat human excrement, was con-
victed of ill-treatment. He was sentenced in
June to two and a half months’ imprison-
ment, which was converted to a fine of
approximately $170, and a similar period
of suspension from duties.

There were a number of reported extra-
judicial executions, particularly in the




southeast of the country where the security
torces were most active. On 28 Septem-
ber soldiers and “special team” members
arrived at Kayadeler (Uzkundos) village,
near Bitlis, and cleared the mosque where
the men of the village were at Friday
prayers. Those present, with the exception
of ibrahim Déner, whose family had a his-
tory of political activity, were told to go
home. Shots were heard and two hours
later [brahim Déner’s body, together with a
pistol and a suicide note, were shown to
his brother; Ibrahim Déner had been shot
through the head. The brother stated that
there were marks of blows on Ibrahim
Déner’s neck and back.

At least eight people were sentenced to
death by military and civilian courts dur-
ing the year. Other death sentences were
confirmed by appeal courts. By the end of
the year, the number of people under
sentence of death who had exhausted all
judicial appeals had reached 315. Their
sentences could be carried out if approved
by the Turkish Grand National Assembly.

Thousands of Iragi Kurds who fled to
Turkey from Iraq in 1988 to escape chemi-
cal and conventional weapons attacks con-
tinued to be at risk of forcible return to
Iraq. Iraq was seeking the extradition of
138 Kurdish political opponents of the
Iraqi Government on ostensibly criminal
charges: some of them were recognized as
refugees by the UNHCR. Seven Iraqi Kurds,
some of whom were also UNHCR-recognized
refugees, were extradited to Iraq. Forty
other Kurdish refugees were reported to
have been forcibly repatriated to Iraq in
January; their whereabouts were still
unknown at the end of 1990. Over 2,500
Iraqi Kurdish refugees were repatriated
between March and June under an amnesty
announced by the Iragi Government.
Reports suggested that some had been
coerced into returning to Iraq against their
will by ill-treatment, intolerable camp con-
ditions and intimidation by Iraqi officers
who were allowed to visit the camps.

Amnesty  International  continued
throughout the year to call for the release
of prisoners of conscience, for fair and
prompt trials for all political prisoners, and
for an end to torture, extrajudicial execu-
tions and the death penalty.

Amnesty International repeatedly called
on the Turkish Government to protect Kur-
dish refugees and other Iraqis from forcible
return to Iraq. In February the Turkish

|
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Government claimed in a letter to Amnesty
International that none of the Iraqgis was
forcibly sent back to Iraq against their will,
and that no forced repatriation would take
place. They denied having received a
request from the Iraqi Government for the
extradition of the 138 refugees.

During the year Amnesty International
delegates observed hearings in several
trials, including those of Haydar Kutlu,
Nihat Sargin, Dogu Peringek and the three
THRA members.

The authorities responded to a number
of specific torture allegations raised by
Amnesty International. In some cases they
stated that investigations or court proceed-
ings were in progress, in others that official
medical reports had stated that torture had
not been inflicted.

In January the organization submitted
information about its concerns for United
Nations (UN) review under a procedure
established by Economic and Social Coun-
cil Resolutions 728r/1503, for confidential
consideration of communications about
human rights violations. In March
Amnesty International submitted inform-
ation about its concerns regarding torture
in Turkey to the uN Committee against Tor-
ture, the monitoring body established
under the un Convention against Torture.
In oral statements to the un Commission
on Human Rights in February and to its
Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrim-
ination and Protection of Minorities in
August, Amnesty International included
reference to its concerns about the practice
of torture during interrogation in police
custody in Turkey.

UGANDA

At least 2,500 uncharged political
detainees were released, but new arrests
took place and more than 1,300 people
remained in detention without charge or
trial at the end of the year. Seventy-five
prisoners were charged with treason,
which carries a mandatory death sen-
tence. Detainees were reported to have
been tortured or ill-treated, and in some
cases to have died as a result. Government
forces allegedly committed over 100 extra-
judicial executions in the course of
counter-insurgency operations. At least 16
people were sentenced to death, six of
whom, all soldiers, were executed.
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UGANDA

The government of President Yoweri
Museveni continued to face armed opposi-
tion in the northeast, north and southwest
of the country. As in previous years, hun-
dreds of people were detained by the gov-
ernment’s National Resistance Army (NRA)
and imprisoned outside the framework of
the law, particularly in the northeast. How-
ever, a law passed in 1989 to allow sus-
pected insurgents to be tried summarily
was not invoked (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1990). Rebels were responsi-
ble for the deliberate killing of captives.

The Penal

Code (Amendment) Bill
enacted in June increased the number of
offences punishable by death. The amend-
ment, which made sexual relations with
children under 13 or with prisoners capital
offences, was presented as a measure to
curb the spread of Acquired Immune
Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS).

Hundreds of new arrests meant that at
the end of 1990 there were over 1,300
people in detention without charge or trial,
many in district prisons and military
barracks. However, approximately 2,500
detainees were released uncharged during
the year. The majority were civilians arres-
ted by the NrA as suspected rebel support-
ers and held without any legal status in
civil prisons where they were referred to as
“lodgers”. In January, 328 “lodgers” from
Gulu District, some detained for over two
years, were released, among them 11 chil-
dren under the age of 13. A further 2,182
detainees from Kumi and Soroti Districts
were released in April. Major Fred Mpiso,
detained since being acquitted of treason in
March 1988, was released in September
following the filing of a writ of habeas
corpus in February (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1990).

Three journalists were arrested in
February and charged with defamation
after allegedly asking Zambia’'s President
Kenneth Kaunda “impertinent” questions
at a news conference in Entebbe. One,
Hussein Abdi Hassan, was refused bail for
five weeks but then acquitted in Septem-
ber. However, the government appealed
against his acquittal and he and the two
others still faced charges at the end of
1990. All were freed on bail.

Seventy-five prisoners, more than halt
of whom had already been held for a year
or more, were charged with treason during
1990. Only four were brought to trial. It
appeared that in some cases the long
delays and the vague nature of the charges
were being used to prolong the imprison-
ment of government opponents against
whom evidence was lacking. Forty-three
soldiers and civilians charged in January
had been in military custody for 15
months: at least eight others arrested with
them were still apparently detained with-
out charge at the end of 1990.

There were reports of torture and ill-
treatment of prisoners by NRa soldiers,
Local Defence Unit militia personnel and
prison staff. In March soldiers in Nebbi,
northwest Uganda, were said to have beat-
en three suspected smugglers so severely
that one of them died. Marks on the body
indicated that his elbows, wrists and
ankles had been tied together behind his
back, a form of tying similar to the method
known as kandooya, which was formally
banned in the NRA in 1987 (see Amnesty
International Report 1988). In Kampala, a
detainee was alleged to have suffered brain
damage after being beaten and given elec-
tric shocks by soldiers in Lubiri Barracks in
September. Another detainee reportedly
died in November after beatings by soldiers
there. In August four prison warders in
Mbarara were charged with murder after a
prisoner died as a result of beatings.

Extrajudicial executions by Nra forces
were reported from areas in which armed
opponents of the government were active,
including Gulu, Tororo and Kumi Districts.
In March, 16 people were allegedly burned
to death by soldiers at Got Ngur in Gulu
District. Further extrajudicial executions
reportedly occurred in Soroti District in
August and September after the deploy-
ment there of an army brigade accused of
human rights violations elsewhere. In |
Bugondo, 16 people were reportedly '



burned to death and in Soroti town. 20
were reportedly battered to death by sol-
diers. After this, 30 soldiers were arrested
and the brigade was withdrawn.

The authorities announced investiga-
tions into some alleged abuses by govern-
ment forces but the investigation process
was protracted. Official investigations into
alleged extrajudicial executions in 1988
and other years had still not been conclud-
ed by the end of 1990.

Two students were killed and three
seriously injured in December when police
opened fire without warning on a demon-
stration at Makerere University. On this
occasion, the authorities suspended
Uganda's two senior police officers, arres-
ted 27 others and set up a commission of
inquiry headed by a Supreme Court judge.

The General Court Martial, the highest
military court, sentenced at least two NRA
officers to death, one for treason and the
other for robbery with violence. At least six
soldiers were executed by firing-squad after
appearing before other military tribunals
on charges of murder or rape. Those con-
victed by such courts had no right of
appeal.

The High Court also imposed a number
of decath sentences. In July, six people,
including Captain Frank Kibuuka, were
sentenced to death for treason (see
Amnesty International Report 1990). Sev-
eral hundred other prisoners convicted in
previous years remained under sentence of
death and at least two appeals against
death sentences imposed in previous years
were dismissed by the Supreme Court.
However, no prisoners sentenced to death
by the High Court were reported to have
been executed.

Amnesty International representatives
visited Uganda in February to seek inform-
ation about individual prisoners and to dis-
Cuss the organization's concerns with
government officials. Amnesty Interna-
tional welcomed the releases of untried
Political detainees but urged the govern-
ment to bring to trial promptly and fairly
all political detainees, or release them.
It also called for urgent and impartial
investigation of reported extrajudicial exe-
cutions and pressed for official action to
Prevent such killings. It expressed concern
about the apparent failure of official
inquiries into alleged extrajudicial execu-
tions by the NRA in 1988 to reach any
findings or make any recommendations

UGANDA/UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS

(see Amnesty International Reports 1989
and 1990). In response the government
reaffirmed its opposition to extrajudicial
executions and told Amnesty International
in September that recent incidents in Gulu,
Tororo and Kumi Districts were being
investigated, and that a report into the
1988 killings in Gulu had been delayed by
logistical problems but would be forthcom-
ing. In December Amnesty International
expressed concern at the killings of stu-
dents at Makerere University and pub-
lished a report, Uganda: Death in the
Countryside, describing killings of prison-
ers and non-combatants by the army in
1990. It renewed its calls to the govern-
ment to investigate reports of extrajudicial
executions, to bring those responsible to
justice, and to review army practices and
procedures to prevent further killings.

UNION OF
SOVIET SOCIALIST

_REPUBLICS

The

ussk  parliament continued to
implement reforms aimed at bringing some
laws closer to international standards on
human rights. The number of known pris-
oners of conscience continued to drop, as
some 14 benefited from early release and
fewer arrests were reported. At the end of
the year at least 30 known or suspected
prisoners of conscience were believed to be
imprisoned, or forcibly counfined in
psychiatric hospitals. Hundreds of people
seeking to exercise their human rights
were detained for short periods during the
year. Some alleged that they were ill-
treated. Proposals to restrict the death
penalty, first published in 1988, had still
not come before parliament. Fifty-five
death sentences came to light and at least
four people were executed. At least one
person seeking political asylum was
forcibly repatriated.

| ——
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In March Mikhail Gorbachov was elec-
ted by parliament to the newly created post
of executive President of the ussr. Elec-
tions in a number of union republics
reflected a desire for increased autonomy:
by the end of the year all 15 republics had
passed declarations of sovereignty or inde-
pendence. Some asserted the primacy of
their laws over those of the ussr. The ussr
Constitution was amended to remove the
Communist Party’'s monopoly on power.
Hundreds of people were killed in the
southern republics as violence continued
between ethnic and national groups, and
troops were deployed to maintain order.

The ussr parliament continued to
implement reforms intended to give Soviet
citizens more of the human rights guaran-
teed by international standards. In January
a law establishing a Committee for vssr
Constitutional Supervision came into force.
It appeared to provide, for the first time, a
mechanism for systematically translating
international standards into domestic law.

Religious believers were granted new
rights under a Law on Freedom of Con-
science and Religious Organizations which
came into force in October. The law
enabled religious groups to apply to
become legal entities, which could then
own property, establish religious and char-
itable institutions and engage in publish-
ing, printing and manufacturing activity.
The law also removed the requirement that
congregations register (see Amnesty Inter-
national Report 1990).

At least 14 prisoners of conscience
benefited from early release. They included
Bohdan Klymchak, imprisoned since 1978
for trying to leave the country without
official permission and possessing “anti-
Soviet” literature. He was released from his
20-year sentence of imprisonment and
internal exile in October. Fewer arrests of
prisoners of conscience were reported than
in 1989. At least 30 people were believed
still imprisoned, or forcibly confined in
psychiatric hospitals, at the end of the
year for peacefully exercising their human
rights.

Most prisoners of conscience were con-
scientious objectors to military service,
serving up to three years’ imprisonment for
“evading regular call-up to active military
service”. At least 16 new cases of impris-
oned conscientious objectors came to light
during the year: almost all concerned
people sentenced before 1990. They

included Vladimir Osipov from the
Moldovan Republic, who was sentenced to
three years’ imprisonment in October 1988
for refusing his call-up papers. He had
already served a three-year sentence on the
same charge. Both refusals were based on
his religious convictions. He was released
early in November. In March the Soviet
authorities gave a public assurance that
they would not prosecute for “desertion”
30 Lithuanian soldiers who had left their
units and had been arrested earlier that
month, apparently because of their consci-
entious refusal to continue serving in the
Soviet army. None of them appeared to
have been charged with desertion by the
end of the year. A number of republics
adopted provisions for an alternative ser-
vice for conscientious objectors. However,
it was unclear how these regulations were
to be applied, as the ussr authorities con-
tinued to assert the primacy of their laws,
under which there is no legal provision for
alternative service. In April the Estonian
Republic abolished articles in its criminal
code providing punishments for refusal to
perform regular and refresher military ser-
vice, and rehabilitated those convicted
under these laws.

Hundreds of supporters of the Popular
Front of Azerbaydzhan were reportedly
arrested after troops moved into the repub-
lic's capital, Baku, following violent dis- |
orders in January. Many were apparently
charged with “inciting racial hatred” and
“organizing mass disorders”. Most
appeared to have been released, possibly
pending trial, by the end of the year. As in
other areas of ethnic conflict, a state of
emergency and curfew made it difficult to
obtain corroborative information on arrests
and to investigate allegations that some
people may have been detained for their
peaceful opposition to official policies
rather than for participation in violence.

Short-term detention and administra-
tive measures (see Amnesty International
Report 1990) were used against hundreds
of people seeking to exercise their human
rights. Valery Terekhov, for example, was
placed under “administrative arrest” for
the maximum 15-day term in February for
carrying a placard in Leningrad calling for
elections to be boycotted. Others were
detained, sometimes repeatedly, for dis-
playing nationalist symbols, distributing
informal periodicals or, in one case, giving |
a religious sermon. Some detainees alleged




|

that they were beaten. Leonid Zelenin is
said to have received injuries, including a
fractured lower jaw, when beaten in police
custody in Moscow. He was detained from
9 to 11 April for distributing two informal
publications and copies of the usA's
Constitution.

Administrative procedures were also
used to forcibly confine at least six people
in psychiatric hospitals on what were
believed to be political grounds. Nikolay
Nosik and Pyotr Rikalo in the Ukraine and
Kurbanberda Karabalakov in the Turkmen-
ian Republic were held for distributing
leaflets for opposition political groups.
Artur Shtankov from Murmansk was
allegedly confined after seeking to emigrate
and renouncing his Soviet citizenship. He
is said to have staged a hunger-strike in
protest at his confinement and forcible
medical treatment. At least five people
believed confined in psychiatric hospitals
on political grounds before 1990 were
thought still held at the end of the year.
They included Balazhon Boyev, a Muslim
from the Tadzhik Republic, reportedly
confined as a result of his religious activi-
ties. A draft law on psychiatry, said to
include the principle that each compulsory
confinement should be subjected to a judi-
cial review, had not been debated in parlia-
ment by the end of the year. Existing
appeal provisions introduced in 1988 had
been widely criticized as inadequate (see
Amnesty International Report 1990).

Although most known prisoners of con-
science were serving their terms in less
severe conditions than in previous years,
those held in a corrective labour colony for
Political prisoners in the Urals — Perm 35 -
alleged they were still subject to arbitrary
punishment for continuing to express their
beliefs. Prisoner of conscience Bohdan
Klymchak, for example, was given a sec-
ond term in the punishment cell in January
after going on hunger-strike to protest
against the confiscation of his mail follow-
ing the visit of a usA congressman in
August 1989. The congressman had appar-
ently received prior assurances that there
would be no reprisals against prisoners
who spoke to him about their cases and
conditions of imprisonment.

In January at least 30 Armenians were
murdered in what is reported to have been
a pogrom in the Azerbaydzhani capital of
Baku. The official Soviet news agency TASs
said that Azerbaydzhani police and sol-

UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS

diers took no steps to protect the victims.
During the year the findings of the ussr
parliamentary commission investigating
the killings of civilians in the Georgian
capital of Thbilisi in April 1989 became
available (see Amnesty International
Report 1990). The commission found that
the army had used weapons and poisonous
gas against demonstrators in violation of
regulations. The commission’s recommen-
dations included legislation that would
clearly define the procedures for introduc-
ing a state of emergency and martial law
and for deploying riot troops and police to
control public order disturbances. In 1990
parliament passed laws on procedures gov-
erning a state of emergency and on the use
of Interior Ministry troops in maintaining
public order.

In August a number of Somalis attemp-
ted to seek asylum in Finland. While trav-
elling from Moscow to Helsinki, they were
reportedly stopped by Soviet officials at the
request of the Finnish authorities. They did
not have entry visas for Finland and were
returned to Moscow. However, towards the
end of the year other such asylum-seekers
were said to be arriving in Finland via the
USSR. Also in August a Chinese military
pilot seeking asylum was sent back to
China.

The first known group seeking abolition
of the death penalty was formed during the
year, but parliament again deferred dis-
cussion of the draft Principles of Criminal
Law, which would significantly restrict the
scope of the death penalty (see Amnesty
International Report 1989). Three death
sentences were reported, all believed to
have been imposed in 1989, on people who
would have been exempt if the proposed
changes to the criminal law had been
adopted: two women and a man aged over
60. At least 52 other death sentences and
four executions came to light, and a further
seven people were thought to have been

| executed after their clemency petitions had

been rejected. Between early 1987, when
the authorities first announced they were
reviewing the use of the death penalty, and
the end of 1990, at least 159 death sen-
tences and 49 executions were reported.
Death penalty statistics remained secret,
however, and the real number of death sen-
tences and executions was probably much
higher. Information given during an inter-
view in October by the head of the Ussr’s
parliamentary clemency body, to which all
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death sentences are referred, suggested that
on average up to 360 death sentences are
passed each year. He said the clemency
commission recommends commutation in
only three to five per cent of these cases.

Amnesty International urged the author-
ities to commute all death sentences and to
impose a moratorium on the death penalty.
It also appealed for the immediate release
of all prisoners of conscience and for the
restoration of their full civil rights, and
sought information on others thought
likely to be prisoners of conscience. The
organization continued to urge the intro-
duction of a non-punitive civilian alter-
native to military service, and a fair legal
procedure for applying it.

Following the events in Baku in Jan-
uary, Amnesty International expressed
concern that local authorities reportedly
condoned the killings. It urged an immedi-
ate and impartial investigation into these
allegations, and that the perpetrators of the
killings be identified and brought to jus-
tice. By the end of the year Amnesty Inter-
national had not been able to ascertain
whether such measures had been taken.

In February Amnesty International
wrote to the Chairman of the Committee on
ussk Constitutional Supervision, welcom-
ing its creation as it appeared to indicate
increased respect for constitutional rights
and the rule of law. It urged the committee
to use its powers of legislative initiative to
ensure that the laws and constitutions of
the ussr are brought into line with interna-
tionally recognized standards. A report
published by Amnesty International in July
— USsR: First Steps Towards Reform of the
Criminal Justice System — assessed recent
legal changes in the light of international
standards on human rights.

After participating states of the Confer-
ence on Security and Cooperation in
Europe agreed at the June Conference on
the Human Dimension to make death
penalty statistics public, Amnesty Interna-
tional wrote to the ussr Minister of Justice
and other officials asking what steps were
being taken to make such figures available.

In September Amnesty International
urged the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to
ensure that no Somali asylum-seeker
would be returned to Somalia without full
and detailed consideration of each case
and of the risks asylum-seekers faced if
returned. It also asked that visa require-
ments not be enforced in such a way as to

obstruct asylum-seekers from seeking pro-
tection. In October it expressed concern
that the Chinese pilot returned to China
might face human rights violations.

UNITED ARAB
EMIRATES

A possible prisoner of conscience held
since 1987 was released. At least one per-
son was sentenced to be lashed in public
as a judicial punishment.

Mahmud Sulaiman ‘Abdi, a 16-year-old
Somali national who was arrested in 1987,
apparently in connection with his father's
political activities (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1990), was released in mid-
January after spending more than two years
in prison. He was never charged or tried.

In September it was reported that a Pak-
istani national, ‘Ala’ al-Din Sulaiman, had
been sentenced to 80 lashes after being
convicted of drunkenness and other char-
ges. It is not known whether the sentence
was carried out. Two youths sentenced
to 550 lashes each for drunkenness in 1989
(see Amnesty International Report 1990)
were reported to have appealed against
their sentences, which were not known
to have been carried out by the end of the
year.

Asylum-seekers from countries includ-
ing Iran, Somalia and Uganda were alleged-
ly threatened with involuntary return to
their countries of origin where they might
become prisoners of conscience or face tor-
ture or execution. However, no cases of
such involuntary return were recorded.

Amnesty International wrote to the gov-
ernment to urge that sentences of judicial




punishment constituting cruel, inhuman or
degrading punishment, such as flogging, be
commuted, and that such punishments be
replaced with more humane penalties. The
organization also appealed on behalf of
asylum-seekers believed to be in danger of
involuntary return to countries where they
might become prisoners of conscience, or
face torture or execution.

UNITED KINGDOM

The cases of six prisoners sentenced in
1975 for bombings in Birmingham were
referred to the Court of Appeal. A judicial
inquiry into the wrongful convictions of
the “Guildford Four” and related cases
issued an interim report and three police
officers involved in the “Guildford Four”
cases were charged with conspiracy. The
senjor police officer who directed the
investigation into a riot at Broadwater
Farm in 1985 was found guilty by a disci-
plinary board of denying a 13-year-old
Suspect access to a lawyer, and new evi-
dence cast doubt on the convictions of
three people for the murder of a police
officer during the riot. Six men of Kuwaiti
and Bahraini origin were detained, possi-
bly for their non-violent political activi-
ties. Suspects alleged ill-treatment while
in police custody in Northern Ireland. The
circumstances of several killings by
security forces in Northern Ireland were
disputed and coroners’ inquests were
delayed. A police inquiry into alleged col-
lusion between security force personnel
and Loyalist armed groups in Northern
Ireland concluded that leaks of security
information could not be eliminated.

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES /UNITED KINGDOM

There was an upsurge in violence in
Northern Ireland by both Republican and
Loyalist armed groups. Republican armed
groups, notably the Irish Republican Army
(1rRA), are predominantly Catholic and seek
a British withdrawal from Northern Ire-
land and a united Ireland. Loyalist armed
groups, notably the Ulster Volunteer Force
{uvF) and the Ulster Freedom Fighters
(urF). from the Protestant community, want
Northern Ireland to remain a part of the
United Kingdom. It was reported that in
Northern Ireland during 1990, 44 people
were killed by the IrA, two by the Irish
People’s Liberation Organization, 19 by
Loyalists, and 10 by British soldiers.

The government continued to derogate
from those articles of the European Con-
vention on Human Rights (ECHR) and the
International Covenant on Civil and Politi-
cal Rights (iccrr) which state that anyone
arrested has the right to be brought before a
judge promptly. The European Court of
Human Rights had ruled that this right was
violated by the Prevention of Terrorism Act
(pra) which allows suspects to be detained
for up to seven days without judicial
scrutiny.

The cases of the prisoners known as the
“Birmingham Six”, who have been impris-
oned since 1974 for IRA bombings, were
referred in August to the Court of Appeal.
The government’s decision was based on
an interim report of a police investigation
which suggested that police evidence at the
trial concerning one prisoner’s confession
may have been fabricated.

Another police investigation examined
allegations of grave misconduct by the
West Midlands Serious Crimes Squad,
which had been involved in interrogating
the “Birmingham Six” and was disbanded
in 1989 (see Amnesty International Report
1990). It had not been completed by the
end of the year but an interim report
disclosed that many vital documents had
disappeared from police offices.

A judicial inquiry into the wrongful
convictions of the “Guildford Four” and
related cases was not completed. The
“Guildford Four” had been convicted of
murder in 1975 for bomb attacks: their
convictions were quashed and they were
released in 1989 as a result of evidence of
police malpractice (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1990). The judicial inquiry
issued an interim report in July, dealing
with the cases of seven members and
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friends of the Maguire family arrested in
connection with the “Guildford Four"
cases. The seven had been convicted in
1976 of possessing and handling explo-
sives on the basis of forensic evidence, and
served prison sentences of between five
and 14 years. The report concluded that
the convictions were unsound and criti-
cized the judges, the prosecution and
scientists for mishandling crucial forensic
evidence. The Home Secretary immedi-
ately referred these cases to the Court of
Appeal. The inquiry planned to look at
wider issues relating to scientific evidence,
as well as at the wrongful convictions of
the “Guildford Four” once criminal pro-
ceedings against police officers had ended.
Three Surrey police officers involved in the
interrogation of the “Guildford Four” were
charged in November with conspiracy to
pervert the course of justice.

The police officer who led the inquiry
into disturbances at the Broadwater Farm
housing estate in London in 1985 faced a
closed disciplinary hearing in June (see
Amnesty International Reperts 1988. 1989
and 1990). He was found guilty of denying
13-year-old Jason Hill access to a lawyer.
Jason Hill, who was acquitted of murder,
had been denied access to parents and
lawyers during three days’' detention and
had made a confession while dressed only
in underpants. In November disciplinary
charges were brought against a police
officer who had interrogated Jason Hill.
“ew evidence, including psychological
tests on two of the prisoners, cast further
doubt on the convictions of three people
for the murder of a policeman at Broad-
water Farm. The case of Engin Raghip, one
of the three, was referred to the Court of
Appeal in December.

Six men of Kuwaiti and Bahraini origin,
arrested in May under the rra, alleged that
they were detained because of their non-
violent political activities. Four of them
were released without charge; however,
two were deported on national security
grounds.

Suspects arrested under anti-terrorist
legislation in Northern Ireland alleged that
they had been ill-treated in police custody.
Martin McSheffrey alleged that he had
been ill-treated during interrogation at
Castlereagh Police Centre in October 1989
and had confessed involuntarily as a result.
He was acquitted in October 1990 after the
judge heard medical evidence supporting

the allegations and declared his confes-
sions inadmissible. Brian Gillen obtained
an out-of-court settlement of his claim for
damages against the Royal Ulster Constab-
ulary (ruc) for assault (see Amnesty Inter-
national Report 1989). Ten people from
Strabane alleged that they had been ill-
treated during interrogation at Castlereagh
in April and May. The allegations included
slaps to the head, punches to the body, and
fingers being bent back. The 10 were
released without charge.

In January three men were killed in
West Belfast by undercover soldiers during
an attempted robbery. John McNeill was
shot as he sat unarmed and unmasked in a
getaway car. Six shots had been fired at his
head and body and at least one had been
fired from less than 24 inches away.
Edward Hale and Peter Thompson had
been shot 13 and 10 times respectively.
They were reportedly carrying imitation
firearms. Eye-witnesses said that no appar-
ent attempt had been made to arrest the
three: that they had not been challenged
before being fired at; and that two of the
three were shot again while lying on the
ground. In December the Director of Public
Prosecutions announced that no one would
be prosecuted in connection with the
killings.

In September Martin Peake, 17, and
Karen Reilly, 18, were shot dead by sol-
diers while driving a stolen car in West
Belfast. Officials alleged that they had driv-
en through an army checkpoint and hit a
soldier. However, eye-witnesses, including
a 16-year-old passenger in the stolen car,
claimed there was no checkpoint.

In December Fergal Caraher, a member
of Sinn Fein (the political counterpart of
the 1rA), was shot dead and his brother
Michael seriously wounded by British sol-
diers. Officials stated that the two unarmed
men were shot after failing to stop their car
at a border checkpoint in Armagh but this
was disputed by eye-witnesses.

Police investigations continued into the
killing in September 1989 of Brian Robin-
son, a member of the uvr. He was shot by
undercover soldiers who had reportedly by
chance seen him kill a Catholic man, and
had then given chase. An eye-witness
claimed that Brian Robinson was shot as he
lay injured on the ground after soldiers had
knocked him off his motor cycle.

Five House of Lords judges, sitting as
the highest appeal court in the United




Kingdom, unanimously overturned a 1988
ruling of the Northern Ireland Court of
Appeal that compelled security force per-
sonnel involved in disputed killings to give
evidence at inquests (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1990). The House of Lords
decision held that such personnel do not
have to attend or testify, to protect them
from exposure to the “embarrassment. in
circumstances where they may be the sub-
ject of criminal proceedings, of invoking
the privilege against self-incrimination”.

Long overdue inquests into over 20
killings by security force personnel were
further postponed because of another legal
challenge to the Coroner’s Rules, objecting
to written evidence being admitted from
security force personnel not present to
be cross-examined. The Northern Ireland
Court of Appeal upheld the existing rule in
December; an appeal against the ruling
went to the House of Lords.

A police inquiry led by Deputy Chief
Constable John Stevens into collusion
between security force personnel and Loy-
alist armed groups in Northern Ireland
released a summary report in May (see
Amnesty International Report 1990). As a
result of the inquiry, 59 people were
charged or reported to the Director of Pub-
lic Prosecutions. They were not charged
with collusion but with lesser offences
such as possession of security documents.
The overwhelming majority of those arres-
ted were civilians (32 were members of
Loyalist organizations). They included
Brian Nelson, who was charged with pos-
sessing documents containing information
about IrA suspects likely to be of use to ter-
rorists. Brian Nelson had reportedly been
both a British military intelligence agent
and the intelligence information officer of
the Ulster Defence Association (uUbDA),
which has links with the urr. This gave
rise to claims that the authorities had been
aware for some years of collusion between
the security forces and the uba. Charges
against five Uupa men were dropped in
October.

The Stevens inquiry report stated that
“in the present climate” in Northern Ire-
land, leaks of official security information
“may never be completely eliminated”.
However, it said that measures already
taken had limited the opportunity for such
leaks and that “the passing of information
had been restricted to a small number of
individuals”. The inquiry was limited in

UNITED KINGDOM

its scope and failed to identify members of
the security forces involved in passing on
information to armed Loyalist groups.

In May Amnesty International expres-
sed concern to the government about the
decision to derogate indefinitely from ECHR
and Iccpr articles guaranteeing detainees
the right to be brought before a judge
promptly after arrest. The government said
that “a satisfactory procedure for the
review of the detention of terrorist suspects
involving the judiciary has not been
identified”. Amnesty International was not
convinced that the search for a solution
had genuinely been exhausted, and urged

the government to meet international
standards.
Amnesty International continued to

press the government for a review of the
“Birmingham Six” cases, in particular for a
speedy resolution after the cases had been
referred to the Court of Appeal. The organ-
ization sent an observer to the preliminary
hearing in December, which set a date in
February 1991 for the appeal hearing.

Amnesty International welcomed the
referral of Engin Raghip’s case to the Court
of Appeal. However, it continued to urge
the government to review the cases of all
Broadwater Farm defendants convicted of
serious offences on the basis of uncorrobor-
ated confessions obtained in the absence of
a lawyer. It also urged the government to
investigate a pattern of alleged police mis-
conduct during interrogation of suspects.
The government stated that it did not
believe there was a need for a separate
investigation into the overall pattern of
police behaviour because the investigation
supervised by the Police Complaints
Authority had been wide-ranging.

Amnesty International asked the gov-
ernment about the detention of the Kuwaiti
and Bahraini men and expressed concern
that they might have been detained for
their non-violent political activities. The
organization was further concerned that
one of them, Anwar al-Harby, was not
allowed to appeal against the refusal of his
asylum application and may have been
expelled for his well-known human rights
work on Kuwait.

Amnesty International expressed con-
cern to the government about recent dis-
puted killings in Northern Ireland, which
raised some of the same questions posed in
previous incidents, namely whether the
people could have been arrested rather
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than killed; whether the use of lethal force
was necessary in the circumstances: and
whether they were planned operations (see
Amnesty International Reports 1989 and
1990).

UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA

Twenty-three prisoners were executed in
1990. At the end of the year more than
2,300 people were under sentence of death
in 34 states and under United States (Us)
military law. Proposals to extend the
death penalty under federal law were
dropped from a major crime bill. Amnesty
International continued to investigate
criminal cases in which it was alleged that
the prosecutions were politically moti-
vated. There were complaints of ill-
treatment of prisoners.

A congressional committee removed all
death penalty provisions from a federal
crime bill which was then passed by
Congress on 26 October. The us Senate
and House of Representatives had earlier
approved draft bills which would have
reintroduced the death penalty for a num-
ber of federal crimes and extended it to
crimes not previously punishable by death.

The House bill had contained an
amendment giving defendants the right to
seek reversal of their death sentences on
the grounds of a demonstrated pattern of
racial discrimination in death sentencing.
This too was dropped from the legislation.

In October the United States of America
(usa) ratified the United Nations (UN) Con-
vention against Torture and Other Cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Pun-
ishment.

Twenty-three prisoners were executed
under state laws, bringing the number of
executions since 1977 to 143. The states of
Arkansas, Illinois and Oklahoma resumed
executions after more than 20 years. Other
executions were carried out in the states of
Alabama, Florida, Louisiana, Missouri,
Nevada, South Carolina and Texas.

The states of Kentucky and Tennessee
passed legislation prohibiting the death
penalty for mentally retarded defendants.
Only two other us states already had such
legislation. Missouri raised the minimum
age at which an offender could be sen-
tenced to death from 14 to 16 years at the
time of commission of the crime. This
brought the state into line with a 1989 us
Supreme Court ruling that offenders as
young as 16 could be executed.

Evidence suggested that the death
penalty continued to be applied in a racial-
ly discriminatory manner. In February the
General Accounting Office (GA0), an inde-
pendent agency of the federal government,
published the findings of a survey it had
conducted into the effects of race on
capital sentencing practices. The cao had
examined numerous research studies on
this issue carried out since the mid-1970s.
Eighty-two per cent of these studies
suggested that those convicted of murder-
ing white victims were significantly more
likely to be sentenced to death than those
convicted of murdering black victims.

In September a pre-trial motion on
racial discrimination was heard in Colum-
bus, Georgia, in the case of William Brooks.
a black defendant charged with the murder
of a white woman. Lawyers from the
Southern Prisoners’ Defence Committee
(sppc) argued that the death penalty should
not be available in this case as it had been
applied in a racially discriminatory man-
ner in the Chattahoochie Judicial Circuit,
particularly in the city of Columbus where
the case was being prosecuted. The sppC
presented data on homicide convictions in
the circuit between 1973 and 1990 which
showed that prosecutors had sought the
death penalty in 34.3 per cent of white vic-
tim cases and only 5.8 per cent of cases
involving black victims. This difference
could not be accounted for by non-racial
factors such as the presence of aggravating
circumstances, additional felonies, multi-
ple victims or the murder of strangers. Of
the 27 cases which went to trial on a capi-
tal charge, 21 involved white, mainly
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single victims and six involved black
victims, four of which were cases with
multiple victims.

The sppc also presented evidence to
show that Chattahoochie prosecutors had
consistently used their peremptory chal-
lenges (the right to reject potential jurors
without explanation) to exclude blacks

from trial juries in capital cases involving |

black defendants. Testimony given by the
relatives of nine black murder victims sug-
gested that their cases had been treated
differently from those involving white fam-
ilies. On 19 September the court issued,
without further elaboration, a four-word
ruling: “The motion is denied.” Amnesty
International was represented at part of
the hearing and concluded that the state
had failed to offer a satisfactory explana-
tion for the pattern of racial disparity in
death sentencing.

Dalton Prejean, a black, mentally retar-
ded juvenile offender, was executed in
Louisiana in May. He was convicted in
1978 of the murder of a white police officer
when he was 17 years old. He had been
tried and sentenced by an all-white jury
after the prosecutor had used his peremp-
tory challenges to exclude all black
prospective jurors from the jury panel. The
Governor of Louisiana denied clemency
despite a recommendation by the
Louisiana Board of Pardons and Paroles
that Dalton Prejean’s death sentence
should be commuted to life imprisonment
without parole. Their recommendation was
based on his history of childhood abuse
and mental illness - factors which were
not presented to the jury during the senten-
cing stage of his trial. International treaties
and standards prohibit the execution of
anyone under the age of 18 at the time of
the crime.

In September Charles Coleman became
the first prisoner to be executed in Okla-
homa for 24 years. Eight years after his
conviction his appeal lawyers discovered
that he had a history of chronic schizo-
phrenia and organic brain damage, first
diagnosed in 1962 when he was aged 15.
He had suffered head injuries in childhood
and brain seizures since the age of nine -
information which had not been presented
at his trial. Amnesty International had
written to the Oklahoma Board of Pardons
and Paroles and to the Governor of
Oklahoma arguing that Charles Coleman'’s
brain damage, psychiatric history and
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deprived social background constituted
compelling grounds for clemency. How-
ever, clemency was denied.

The first execution in Illinois since 1962
was carried out in September when Charles
Walker was executed by lethal injection.
Three physicians reportedly inserted an
intravenous line through which non-
medical staff later injected the lethal
medication. This was believed to be the
first time that doctors had participated so
directly in an execution and was contrary
to the guidelines of both the American
Medical Association and the World Medi-
cal Association.

Earlier, the unique cruelty of the death
penalty was graphically demonstrated
when flames and smoke emitted from Jesse
Tafero’s headpiece during his electrocution
in Florida in May. Three applications of
high-voltage electricity were required
before he was pronounced dead, owing
to a malfunction caused by use of the
wrong type of sponge in the headpiece.
Executions in Florida were temporarily
suspended until the state declared in July
that the electric chair was working
properly.

In September a Louisiana court issued a
stay of execution for Frederick Kirkpatrick
after his lawyers filed a petition arguing,
among other things, that execution in
the state's electric chair would be cruel
and unusual punishment. Citing recent
research by a United Kingdom physiolo-
gist, the petition argued that electrocution
caused excruciating pain. The appeal was
still pending at the end of the year.

Lawyers urged the Governor of Virginia
to hold an inquiry into the use of the elec-
tric chair following Wilbert Evans' execu-
tion on 17 October. Blood had streamed
from beneath the prisoner’s mask and he
had reportedly groaned as the electric cur-
rent was applied.

In January a wvs district court denied a
habeas corpus petition in the case of David
Rice, a black political activist serving life
imprisonment in Nebraska. He and Edward
Poindexter had been convicted in 1971 of
the murder of an Omaha police officer,
although both denied involvement and
alleged that they were “framed” because
they were leading members of the National
Committee to Combat Fascism, an offshoot
of the Black Panther Party. At the hearing,
lawyers for David Rice argued that evi-
dence which might have damaged the
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credibility of the 16-year-old chief state
witness had been improperly withheld by
the prosecution at the time of trial. The
witness, who was a major suspect in the
murder, had been sentenced to youth cus-
tody in May 1971 after testifying for the
prosecution and had proved untraceable
since his release shortly afterwards. An
appeal against the district court’s denial of
habeas corpus relief was heard in Novem-
ber and a decision was still pending at the
end of the year.

Amnesty International wrote to the
Attorney General of Nebraska in Novem-
ber. questioning the fairness of the original
trial proceedings and noting that the con-
tinuing absence of the chief prosecution
witness may have significantly hampered
investigation of the defendant’s post-con-
viction claims. Irregular conduct by the
Federal Bureau of Investigation (1:B1) during
its  “Cointelpro” (counter-intelligence)
operations in the 1970s, Amnesty Interna-
tional said, had undermined the fairness of
a number of trials of political activists,
including members of the Black Panther
Party.

In January the Governor of Louisiana
rejected a recommendation by the
Louisiana Pardons Board that Gary Tyler’'s
life sentence be commuted to 60 years’
imprisonment (see Amnesty International
Report 1990).

Allegations of ill-treatment at Harrison
County Youth Detention Center in Missis-
sippi and at the Harrison County Jail, made
public in September 1989, were reported to
be under federal investigation. Inmates,
including two boys aged 13 and 14, were
allegedly beaten or otherwise abused by
officials between 1986 and 1989. Amnesty
International wrote to the Mississippi Field
Division of the ¥BI in February to express
concern and seek information about the
investigation but had received no reply by
the end of the year.

Reports suggested that us prison author-
ities may have been deliberately negligent
in their treatment of Dr Alan Berkman,
who developed Hodgkin's Disease while
serving a federal prison sentence for politi-
cally motivated offences. The cancer had
gone into remission in 1986 but recurred in
1990. The authorities reportedly failed to
follow specific medical recommendations
about regular monitoring of his condition
and were said to have held him at the
Washington, District of Columbia (pc) Jail,

in conditions (including denial of fresh air
and exercise) which had exacerbated his
condition.

Amnesty International wrote to the Fed-
eral and Washington pc prison authorities
in June expressing concern that the alleged
medical neglect of Dr Berkman and his
general conditions of confinement might be
considered cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment. The Federal Bureau of Prisons
replied, stating that Dr Alan Berkman -
then in the custody of the Washington ¢
Corrections Department — was being treat-
ed by competent medical professionals and
receiving chemotherapy.

Prisoners at Rikers Island Prison, New
York, were reportedly ill-treated by guards
on 14 August after a riot in the prison. It
was alleged that guards took prisoners from
their cells. lined them up against walls and
beat them with batons. At least 142 prison-
ers and 20 prison guards were taken to hos-
pital after the riot. Most had minor injuries
but several inmates were still receiving
hospital treatment days after the incident.
An inquiry conducted by the New York
State Commission of Corrections found
that the guards had used excessive force.

Amnesty International wrote to the
Mayor of New York City and to the New
York State Commission of Corrections.
welcoming the prompt decision to investi-
gate the allegations and urging that those
responsible for ill-treating prisoners after
the riot should be brought to justice.
In response. the authorities informed
Amnesty International that several inde-
pendent authorities (including the New
York State Commission of Corrections)
were continuing to investigate the allega-
tions and that disciplinary action would be
taken where appropriate.

In 1989 allegations came to light that
police officers from the Area 2 police
station in Chicago, Illinois, had systemati-
cally tortured or otherwise ill-treated more
than 20 people suspected of killing police
officers between 1972 and 1984. The sus-
pects alleged that they had been beaten,
kicked, subjected to electric shocks, had
guns placed in their mouths or had plastic
bags placed over their heads while in
police custody during this period. At least
12 people filed complaints with the
Chicago police department's Office of Pro-
fessional Standards (ors), which were dis-
missed as “not sustained”, despite
substantial medical evidence in at least one




case. In February 1990 Amnesty Interna-
tional expressed its concern to the Illinois
Attorney General about the apparent inade-
quacy of the ops investigations and asked
whether any action was being taken against
police officers in light of the allegations. In
response, the First Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral said that torture in police custody is
prohibited in Illinois and that complaints
to the urs were investigated by indepen-
dent civilian personnel. He suggested
addressing further complaints to the Cook
County State’s Attorney or the us Attorney
for the Northern District of Illinois (who
are responsible for investigating alleged
civil rights violations). Amnesty Interna-
tional wrote to both officials in December,
asking them to investigate the allegations.
Amnesty International also called on the
Chicago city authorities to initiate a full
inquiry.

There were allegations of human rights
violations by us troops during the invasion
of Panama (see Panama).

Amnesty International made numerous
appeals on behalf of prisoners under sen-
tence of death, urging clemency in all
cases, and made interventions on behalf of
David Rice, Dr Alan Berkman and others.

In an oral statement to the UN Sub-
Commission Working Group on Detention,
Amnesty International included reference
to its concerns on the imposition of the
death penalty on juvenile offenders in the
USA.

URUGUAY

New evidence came to light linking senior
officials in the military government of
1973 to 1985 to “disappearances” carried
out in that period. Nevertheless the few
remaining official investigations into “dis-
appearances” failed to clarify the fate of
the victims. Civil courts hearing compen-
sation claims found the state responsible
for the death in custody of a detainee in
1975 and for the illegal arrest and torture
of several political prisoners under mili-
tary rule. During 1990 several prisoners
died in disputed circumstances in
Libertad prison and there were further
reports of ill-treatment of prisoners there.
Following the election victory of
the Blanco National Party in November
1989, Luis Alberto Lacalle took office as

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA/URUGUAY

President in March 1990.

In February and October respectively,
Uruguay signed the Second Optional Proto-
col to the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights Aiming at the Aboli-
tion of the Death Penalty and the protocol
to the American Convention on Human
Rights to abolish the death penalty. It had
not ratified these treaties by the end of the
year.

The few remaining official investiga-
tions into “disappearance” cases failed to
clarify the fate of the victims. Investiga-
tions into "disappearances” had been en-
trusted to a military prosecutor under the
1986 Expiry Law (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Reports 1987 to 1990), which pre-
vented the prosecution of military and
police officials for human rights violations
committed under military rule. In several
cases the military jimmecutor closed cases
after concluding that the “disappeared”
person had never been detained by the
security forces. The prosecutor had made
similar rulings in previous years, despite
considerable evidence implicating mem-
bers of the security forces.

Fresh evidence linking former senior
government officials to “disappearances”
continued to emerge. In April a Uruguayan
newspaper revealed the existence of a clas-
sified memorandum, written by a Foreign
Ministry official in 1976 to the then foreign
minister, Juan Carlos Blanco, assessing the
possible international repercussions of
releasing Elena Quinteros, a teacher who
"disappeared” following her 1976 abduc-
tion by police from the grounds of the
Venezuelan Embassy. Further evidence
implicating government officials in the
Quinteros "disappearance” came to light in
May when the results of a Foreign Ministry
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investigation carried out between 1987 and
1989 were made public. However, a parlia-
mentary commission set up in June 1990 to
investigate the involvement of Juan Carlos
Blanco in this “disappearance” concluded
that there was insufficient evidence to ini-
tiate proceedings against him. In 1983 the
Human Rights Committee established
under the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights had concluded that the
government had an obligation to investi-
gate the case thoroughly, to clarify Elena
Quinteros’ fate and to bring to justice those
responsible. In June 1990 the Foreign Min-
ister announced that he would seek com-
pliance with the Committee’s 1983
conclusion. However, President Lacalle
then stated publicly that neither legal
channels nor public opinion supported a
reinvestigation of the past. At the end of
the year the case remained closed.

In February 1990 criminal proceedings
brought by Sara Méndez against the adop-
tive parents of a 14-year-old boy, whom
she believed to be her “disappeared” son,
were closed following the government’s
decision that the case was covered by the
Expiry Law (see Amnesty International
Report 1990). Sara Méndez’ son “disap-
peared” after being taken from his mother
by police during her detention in 1976.
However, her lawyers argued that the
Expiry Law did not apply to alleged crimi-
nal offences committed by civilians, in this
case the concealment of the identity of a
minor. In May 1990 she took the case
befere a civil court, which in September
ordered blood tests to ascertain the child’s
identity. However, the tests were delayed
following a series of appeals by the adop-
tive parents, one of which was still pend-
ing at the end of the year.

Despite the barrier to criminal prosecu-
tion created by the Expiry Law, several rel-
atives of people killed, “disappeared” or
imprisoned under military rule obtained
compensation from the state following civil
court rulings in their favour. In April a
judge ordered the Ministry of the Interior
to pay compensation to the relatives of
Alvaro Balbi, a Communist Party leader
who died in police custody in July 1975.
The judge concluded that Alvaro Balbi had
died under torture, but stated that those
responsible could not be brought to justice
owing to the Expiry Law.

In November the Ministry of Defence
accepted responsibility in a claim for

damages presented to a civil court by the
relatives of Vladimir Roslik, a doctor who
died under torture at the Fray Bentos mili-
tary headquarters in April 1984. In similar
lawsuits, the Ministry of Defence agreed to
negotiate a settlement with Sergio L6pez
Burgos and five other Uruguayans detained
and tortured in Buenos Aires in a joint
operation by Argentine and Uruguayan
police in 1976 and later imprisoned in
Uruguay. While acceptance of these claims
was seen as a tacit admission of the
Defence Ministry’s responsibility for illegal
detention and torture, the offer of an out-of-
court settlement eliminated trial proceed-
ings in which former members of the

| military would have been called to testify

as witnesses. Other former political prison-
ers whose claims for damages were before
civil courts expressed their dissatisfaction
with any settlement that permitted the gov-
ernment to evade a thorough investigation
and clarification of events as well as a
public and unequivocal admission of
state responsibility.

There was little progress in the investi-
gations into two killings allegedly commit-
ted by police officers in 1989. Despite the
presentation of new witnesses in the cases
of Nestor Castillo Romero and Jorge
Ricardo Inciarte Castells (see Amnesty
International Report 1990), responsibility
for their deaths had still not been estab-
lished at the end of the year.

A police officer was tried for the illegal
arrest of Guillermo Machado, who died in
police custody in July 1989 (see Amnesty
International Report 1990). To Amnesty
International’s knowledge, he was not
convicted.

At least five criminal prisoners died in
disputed circumstances in Libertad maxi-
mum security prison outside Montevideo.
Among them was Jorge Barreiro Dorta, who
was found hanging in his cell on 14 Febru-
ary. His cell-mate testified before a court
that Jorge Barreiro Dorta had been subiject-
ed to ill-treatment by prison guards shortly
before his death. His death provoked a
hunger-strike by prisoners protesting
against ill-treatment and harsh prison con-
ditions. There were further reports of ill-
treatment in Libertad prison during a cell
search by prison guards on 2 July. Accord-
ing to relatives, scores of prisoners showed
signs of having been beaten during the
operation. A Supreme Court delegation,
accompanied by judicial officials and
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forensic doctors, visited the prison in
November and took statements from pris-
oners who said they had been ill-treated. In
a number of cases judicial proceedings
were initiated to investigate these
allegations.

Detainees in some police stations in
Montevideo also reported having been ill-
treated. Three metalworkers detained in
August later claimed in court that they had
been hooded and beaten in order to make
them confess to theft.

In December Amnesty International
wrote to the Minister of the Interior ex-
pressing concern at reports of ill-treatment
in Libertad prison and requesting inform-
ation concerning the progress of official
investigations initiated after the visit of the
Supreme Court delegation. The organiz-
ation asked what measures had been taken
to clarify the death of five prisoners in Lib-
ertad and to guarantee the physical safety
of those held there. Amnesty International
continued to investigate allegations of ill-
treatment of detainees in police custody.

|
VENEZUELA
™

Sy

T

Prisoners were allegedly tortured and ill-
treated. At least one “disappearance” was
reported. There were new reports of
arbitrary killings by police officers, par-
ticularly in poor urban neighbourhoods.
Investigations into human rights abuses in
previous years continued to make little
progress. The bodies of several people
reportedly killed by the security forces in
1989 were exhumed from an unmarked
mass grave.

Demonstrations took place throughout
the year in response to the government’s

economic policies. In February one person,
Italo Alberto Vargas, was fatally wounded
and others were injured during clashes
between police and trade union demonstra-
tors in Caracas. Approximately 39,000
prisoners all over the country went on
hunger-strike in March demanding better
prison conditions and an end to over-
crowding. Over 200 prisoners who were
involved in organizing the hunger-strike
were sent in April to the remote jungle
camp of El Dorado, where conditions were
reportedly harsh. At the end of July Presi-
dent Carlos Andrés Pérez announced an
increase in public transport fares and
petrol prices, which led to widespread
protests, with some outbreaks of violence.
Hundreds of people who had reportedly
not engaged in violence suffered arbitrary
arrest, and scores were injured by the
security forces in the context of such
demonstrations.

In July Venezuela signed the Second
Optional Protocol to the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
Aiming at the Abolition of the Death
Penalty. In September Venezuela signed
the protocol to the American Convention
on Human Rights to abolish the death
penalty.

Amilcar Rodriguez, a political prisoner,
and at least nine other detainees allegedly
suffered torture or ill-treatment during and
after their transfer from different prisons
to the remote jungle prison camp of El
Dorado. The prisoners reported that follow-
ing transfer to the prison camp, prison
wardens beat them with peinillas, large
blunted sabres, which were covered with
excrement so that the resulting wounds
would become infected. Amflcar Rodriguez
was allegedly tortured. in the presence of
two medical doctors, with electric shocks,
blows with a baseball bat, and kicks. Ten
prisoners, including Amilcar Rodriguez,
were transferred to another prison in the
state of Gudrico in August, following a visit
to El Dorado by three state attorneys and a
forensic doctor who reportedly found the
prisoners in poor physical condition.

At least one person “disappeared” after
detention by members of the security
forces. Fidel José Jiménez Fuentes was
reportedly detained in March by the state
police in Anzodtegui and taken to the local
police station. His father went to the police
station two days later and was told that his
son was not being held there. The police
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URUGUAY/VENEZUELA |

245

84T LisOSH TRiHEISE LN 05 IR




246

KMMETTY INTERMATIONAL REFGRT 1991

VENEZUELA

subsequently said that Fidel Jiménez had
been abandoned in a remote area because
he had suffered a nervous breakdown. He
was still missing at the end of the year.
Seven police officers were arrested and
accused of “abandoning a disabled person
in a solitary place”. A few days later, how-
ever, a judge ordered the seven to be
released pending trial. The Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office appealed against this decision.

There were renewed reports of arbitrary
and unprovoked killings by police officers,
particularly in the poor urban neighbour-
hoods of Caracas or in small provincial
towns. José Gregorio Diaz, aged 15, and
Jefferson Padilla, aged 16, were reportedly
abducted in Caracas in broad daylight by
officers from the Policia Metropolitana,
metropolitan police, in January. Their bod-
ies were found 13 days later. Both youths
had been shot in the head. Four police
officers were charged with the murders.

In June Pedro Muifioz Vésquez was
intercepted in the streets of Caracas by
three metropolitan police officers. Accord-
ing to witnesses, he was held by two of the
officers while the third shot him at close
range. A judge ordered the exhumation of
Pedro Muifioz Vasquez’s body in August
and an autopsy confirmed the cause and
manner of death reported by the witnesses.
Arrest orders against the three officers were
subsequently issued. No further inform-
ation about the case was known at the end

of the year.
Most investigations by military and
civilian courts into alleged arbitrary

killings by police and military personnel
during previous years continued to make
little progress. In June, however, the
Supreme Court upheld the decision of a
lower military court to bring charges
against 19 members of a military and
police patrol allegedly responsible for the
deliberate killing of 14 fishermen in El
Amparo in 1988 (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1989). All 19 had been briefly
detained in 1989, until the military court of

| appeal dropped the charges against them

(see Amnesty International Report 1990).
In August, following the Supreme Court’s
decision to reinstate charges, 15 of them
were rearrested. In November it was
announced that President Pérez — in his
capacity as commander-in-chief of the
armed forces — had ordered the investiga-
tions into this case to continue. The trial
had not concluded by the end of the year.

Most complaints of alleged human
rights abuses committed during the Febru-
ary to March 1989 protests remained before
the military courts (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1990). No new prosecutions
or convictions were reported in connection
with these cases. In November, however, a
civilian judge investigating irregularities in
the disposal of the bodies of many of those
killed in Caracas during the 1989 protests
ordered the exhumation of unmarked mass
graves believed to contain the remains of
victims.

Two police officers charged with killing
two students — Yulimar Reyes and Juan
Carlos Celis Pérez — during the February
1989 protests, were released in May pend-

| ing trial after the charges against them were

reduced from murder to manslaughter.
Their trials were continuing at the end of
the year.

In September criminal charges were
brought against 16 members of the Policia
Técnica Judicial (pT)), criminal investi-
gations police, accused of torturing six
detainees in 1989 (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1990). One of the detainees,
Nelson Arvelo Ceballo, who was uncondi-
tionally released in 1989, sought refuge in
the Attorney General’s Office in March
1990 following a series of threats from
members of the pT). Nelson Arvelo Ceballo
died in August; the police said he was
killed in a road accident. His family
claimed that his body appeared to have a
bullet wound in the head. The state attor-
ney in charge of the case ordered the
exhumation of the body to determine the
cause of death, but this had not been done
by the end of the year.

In March Amnesty International pub-

lished a report, Venezuela: Reports of Arbi-
trary Killings and Torture: February/March
1989, which reiterated concerns expressed
in a letter sent to President Pérez in Jan-
uary. The organization called for the publi-
cation of the official list of those who had

| died in the 1989 protests. It also called for |

the exhumation of all bodies buried in
common graves, and requested information
about any measures taken to prevent fur-
ther arbitrary killings and ill-treatment.
The government acknowledged Amnesty
International’s letter but no substantive
reply was received. In March Amnesty
International wrote to the President
requesting information about the death
| of ltalo Alberto Vargas following a trade




union demonstration in February; no
response was received. In November a
forensic anthropologist visited the country
on behalf of Amnesty International to mon-
itor the exhumation of unmarked graves in
Caracas reportedly containing the remains
of several of those killed in February and
March 1989.

VIET NAM

At least 60 known and possible prisoners
of conscience remained in prison through-
out 1990 and at least nine others were
arrested during the year. The government
confirmed that 128 prisoners detained in
earlier years were still being held at a “re-
education” camp. Six people were report-
edly sentenced to death and there may
also have been unreported death sen-
tences. No executions were known to have
been carried out.

The official policy of déi moi, “renova-
tion”, under which reforms to protect
human rights and to allow political debate
were carried out between 1986 and 1989,
suffered setbacks in 1990. In April the
government confirmed that it was sup-
pressing dissent and warned that force
would be used to quash any attempt “to
destabilize the socialist system”. In June
the official Vietnamese media announced
the arrest of “*many people accused of vio-
lating national security”. Among those
detained were known and suspected critics
of the government.

At least 60 people who continued to be
imprisoned throughout 1990 were believed
to be prisoners of conscience or possible
prisoners of conscience. At least four other
prisoners of conscience and five possible

VENEZUELANVIET NAM

prisoners of conscience were detained dur-
ing the year, including two Roman Catholic
priests, Chan Tin and Nguyen Ngoc Lan;
Doan Than Liem, a lawyer; and Nguyen
Dan Que, a doctor. The official Vietnamese
media reported that the two priests had
been arrested for offences including “carry-
ing out activities aimed at opposing social-
ism”. Chan Tin was also accused of giving
anti-government sermons with the aim of
“inciting Catholics to demand human and
civil rights”. Doan Than Liem was report-
edly arrested on charges including involve-
ment in the drafting of an unauthorized
constitution. Dr Nguyen Dan Que, who had
been imprisoned for political reasons from
1978 to 1988, was arrested in June after
peacefully criticizing the government. In
January he had become the first member of
Amnesty International in Viet Nam. It
remained unclear whether any of the nine
detainees had been charged or tried.

Among the prisoners of conscience who
continued to be held throughout the year
were three Buddhist monks — Thich Tri
Sieu, Thich Duc Nhuan and Thich Tue Sy
— and a writer, Doan Quoc Sy. Dominic
Tran Dinh Thu, a Roman Catholic priest
who had been tried and sentenced with
other defendants in 1987, was offered his
release in January on the condition that he
returned to live with his family. He
refused, declaring that he would agree to
be released only if his innocence was
officially acknowledged, and on condition
that he was allowed to return to his semi-
nary and that all those tried with him were
also released.

At least three prisoners of conscience
were released. Ho Hieu Ha and Nguyen
Huu Cong, two Protestant pastors con-
victed in 1987 of “preaching against the
revolution”, were freed in January (see
Amnesty International Reports 1988 and
1990). Hoang Hai Thuy, a writer held since
1984, was released in February. Phan Van
Lam Binh, a writer released from prison in
1989, reportedly continued to be subject to
restrictions on his movement.

The government confirmed to Amnesty
International in March that as of May 1989,
128 former soldiers and officials of the pre-
vious Republic of Viet Nam (RvN) govern-
ment remained in a single “re-education”
camp, referred to as kK 1230p, at Ham Tan,
Thuan Hai province. It provided no
information to suggest that any of them had
been freed since May 1989. Those detained

247

1661 iiiuilsl THRHI Vi E 415 I




248

AR TY INTERATIONAL RTPOAT 1991

VIET NAM

included Tran Ngoc Diem, a former lieu-
tenant-colonel in the rRvN army who had
been chief of security in Gia Dinh
province. However, the situation of some
former RVN military officers and civil ser-
vants who had been held in camps
remained unclear. Among them were
Truong Kim Cang, Nguyen Van Hao, Tran
Ban Loc and Nguyen Khac Nghi.

The situation of a number of other
prisoners, including possible prisoners of
conscience, who were reported to have
been detained without trial in previous
years, remained unknown. They included
Buddhist, Protestant and Roman Catholic
clergy, former members of parliament,
lawyers, teachers and students arrested
for their political or religious beliefs and
activities. Some of them were arrested
after the collapse of the RvN Government
in 1975. Among them were Nguyen Khac
Chinh, a lawyer, and Truong Tuy Ba, a
72-year-old businesswoman.

In September the government declared
an amnesty for around 700 prisoners on the
occasion of the country’s National Day, but
the names of the released prisoners were
not made public and it was not clear
whether they included political prisoners.

Attempting to leave the country without
official permission remained a crime under
Articles 85, 88 and 89 of the Criminal
Code. Anyone arrested for attempted “ille-
gal departure” may be detained without
trial or charged under the Criminal Code.
There was no information about arrests of
people attempting to leave the country ille-
gally during the year. In March the Viet-
namese media reported on the trial of 20
people, including five police ofticers,
accused of organizing the illegal departure
of some 1,000 people on payment of gold
between September 1984 and March 1989.
On 11 March the Ben Tre Provincial
People’s Court sentenced Phan Van Thanh,
the leader of the group, to 20 years’ impris-
onment and his accomplices to jail terms
ranging from three to 18 years. Lam Thi
Tuyet and her five children, who had been
detained without trial since February 1989
for attempting to leave the country by boat,
were reportedly released in April 1990.

Political trials apparently continued
with restricted rights to defence, contrary
to the provisions of the Criminal Procedure
Code introduced in 1989. Little inform-
ation about such trials was available, al-
though some details were received about a

| trial on 15 and 16 August in Ho Chi Minh
City in which a Roman Catholic priest,
Nguyen Van De, and 10 other Catholic
priests and lay persons were convicted of
spreading “counter-revolutionary propa-
ganda through religious activities”. Nguyen
Van De was sentenced to 10 years’ impris-
onment and the other defendants to jail
terms ranging from three to eight years.

Owing to restrictive legislation on the
media adopted in December 1989 (see
Amnesty International Report 1990),
press reports of torture and ill-treatment
were apparently discontinued. However,
there were no firm indications that torture
and ill-treatment had ceased to be used by
police officers or as a form of discipline in
“re-education” camps (see Amnesty Inter-
national Report 1990).

Death sentences were rarely reported. In
June the official army newspaper, Quan
Doi Nhan Dan, reported that in the previ-
ous six months, during which an official
crime suppression drive had been in
progress, six people had been sentenced to
death. No other details were published and
there were no reports of executions.

In February Amnesty International pub-
lished a report, Viet Nam: “Renovation”
(d6i moi), the Law and Human Rights in
the 1980s, which was partly based on the
visit in May 1989 of an Amnesty Interna-
tional delegation to Viet Nam. While wel-
coming official moves to protect human
rights, the report provided details of the
organization’s concerns in Viet Nam,
including the continued detention without
charge or trial of political prisoners,
including prisoners of conscience; the
imprisonment of prisoners of conscience
on ill-defined charges of endangering
national security; trials of political prison-
ers that fell far short of international stan-
dards; reports of torture and ill-treatment;
and the use of the death penalty. The
report was sent to the Vietnamese author-
ities with a request for their comments.

In March the Vietnamese Government
replied that it had taken a series of meas-
ures “aimed at better guaranteeing the
enjoyment of human rights and fundamen-
tal freedoms”, and said that most of those
sent for “re-education” had been released.
The government also said that national
security regulations did not hinder or
restrict civil rights and that public trials
and the right to legal defence were guaran-
teed by the Constitution and the Criminal




Code. It denied that there were any prison-
ers of conscience in Viet Nam, saying that
some intellectuals had been imprisoned for
violating the Criminal Code but not for
their ideology or beliefs. The authorities
said that people responsible for torturing or
ill-treating prisoners would be brought to
trial and that the death penalty was
applied only in cases of serious crime as
Viet Nam supports the long-term objective
of abolishing the death penalty.

In a memorandum sent to the Viet-
namese authorities in June, Amnesty
International welcomed the government's
comments but urged it to address urgently
two aspects of Vietnamese law relating to
human rights — legislation which appears
to contravene international human rights
standards, and discrepancies between the
principles embodied in the legislation and
their interpretation in practice. The organ-
ization appealed to the government to
demonstrate that the human rights of its
citizens were protected in practice, and to
release those imprisoned for the peaceful
expression of their beliefs or for their legiti-
mate political or religious activities. The
memorandum also referred to the detention
in April and May of nine known or sus-
pected government critics. In July Viet-
namese officials said that two of the nine
had not been detained. This statement
could not be independently verified. The
officials did not clarify the situation of the
other seven detainees.

In August in an oral statement to the
United Nations Sub-Commission on Pre-
vention of Discrimination and Protection of
Minorities, Amnesty International includ-
ed a reference to prisoners of conscience
being detained in Viet Nam on grounds of
allegedly endangering national security.

YEMEN

In May the People’s Democratic Republic
of Yemen (PDRY) and the Yemen Arab
Republic (YAR) united to form a single state
- the Republic of Yemen. All known pol-
itical detainees and prisoners arrested in
1990 and in previous years in the pDRY
were released prior to unification. In the
YAR, one prisoner of conscience was
released in January; it was not possible to
confirm the release or continued detention
of one other prisoner of conscience and 25

VIET NAM/YEMEN

suspected political opponents, including
possible prisoners of conscience. Released
detainees alleged torture and ill-treatment
in both the former PpRY and YAR. The cases
of 50 people who “disappeared” in the
PDRY and YAR in previous years remained
unresolved. Unconfirmed reports were
received of three extrajudicial executions
in the YAR. At least two death sentences
were carried out in the vYAR. Since
unification no death sentences were
known to have been ratified by the Presi-
dential Council, which commuted eight
death sentences in November.

Following unification, a Presidential
Council was set up to oversee the executive
functions of the state during a 30-month
transitional period, leading up to general
elections. General ‘Ali ‘Abdullah Saleh,
previously President of the YAR, became its
Chairman, and ‘Ali Salim al-Bidh, previ-
ously General Secretary of the Central
Committee of the Yemeni Socialist Party of
the pDRrY, became its Vice-Chairman. The
parliaments of the former pDRY and YAR
merged and approved a new constitution.

Yemen's new constitution guarantees
civil and political rights, and prohibits the
use of “inhuman methods” of punishment
and the promulgation of laws allowing
such practices. In accordance with the
Unity Agreement, the Republic of Yemen
became a State Party to the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.
In December the Presidential Council
approved the government's decision to
accede to the United Nations (uUN) Conven-
tion against Torture and Other Cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Pun-
ishment, and confirmed the decision taken
in January by the Joint Council of Ministers
to abolish the use of shackles in prisons.
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YEMEN

Starting in May, the Parliament debated
draft laws concerning freedom of the press
and the judicial system. The Press Law was
passed in December.

Between January and May, the author-
ities in the rDRY released 20 possible pris-
oners of conscience who had been held
without trial. They included 11 suspected
members of the previously banned al-
Ikhwan al-Muslimun, Muslim Brothers,
arrested in February 1988; seven suspected
supporters of former president ‘Ali Nasser
Muhammad, who were arrested in March
1989; and Sa'id Aghbari.and Muhammad
Saleh al-Hammati, suspected government
opponents arrested in 1987 and 1986
respectively (see Amnesty International
Reports 1989 and 1990).

In January the government of the then
PDRY released 33 other political prisoners in
an amnesty. They had been convicted in
connection with events in 1986 and 1989
of supporting former president ‘Ali Nasser
Muhammad who had been ousted in 1986
(see Amnesty International Reports 1987 to
1990).

In March between 100 and 150 people
were arrested following demonstrations
reportedly organized by Islamic groups in
Aden and al-Mukalla in the then pory. The
demonstrators, who included male and
female students, reportedly called for the
segregation of the sexes and the compulso-
ry wearing of the hijab (veil) in schools.
The majority of arrests took place in Aden
on 20 March. Most of those detained were
released the same day: five were released
uncharged 10 days later. In al-Mukalla, 13
people were arrested on 24 March after a
similar demonstration. Nine of them were
released uncharged several days later. The
four others were initially held at the State
Security Detention Centre in al-Mukalla
and later at the Central Prison of the Gov-
ernorate of Hadhramawt. One of the
detainees, Muhsin 'Ali Ba Surra, an agri-
cultural engineer, was arrested by State
Security officials while making inquiries
about his brother who had been detained
earlier in connection with the al-Mukalla
demonstration. By the end of April all of

them had been released.
| In the then YAR, ‘Abdo Fari‘ al-‘Ubad, a
| prisoner of conscience who was only 16
years old when he was arrested in October
1989, was released uncharged in January.
He had been detained because of his
father’s political activities. The situation

of another prisoner of conscience, ‘Ayesh
‘Ali ‘Ubad, who was only 12 years old
when he was arrested in 1987 (see
Amnesty International Report 1990), and of
25 other detainees, was unclear at the end
of 1990. The 25. who included possible
prisoners of conscience, were all suspected
supporters of the prohibited National
Democratic Front (Nor) who had been
arrested between 1984 and 1988 (see
Amnesty International Report 1990).

New allegations of torture and ill-treat-
ment of prisoners in previous years in both
former Yemeni states were received in
1990. Ahmad Nasser al-Fadhli, a Yemeni
Socialist Party official who had been held
in solitary confinement at al-Fateh deten-
tion centre in Aden for over six months fol-
lowing his arrest in January 1988, was
reportedly beaten all over his body,
deprived of sleep for three days and forced
to stand for 48 hours. ‘Ali Muhammad
Nu'man, a trade unionist who had been
held incommunicado and in solitary con-
finement in the YAR for six years up to 1989
(see Amnesty International Report 1990),
said he had been tortured throughout his
detention. He was held at al-Amn al-
Watani (National Security) detention cen-
tres in Ta'iz and al-Hadda, where he was
reportedly beaten all over his body with
metal cables, confined for one year in a
small cell, and kept permanently shackled.

In January the Joint Council of Ministers
abolished the use of shackles in the var.
This ruling was confirmed by the govern-
ment of the Republic of Yemen in Novem-
ber. However, shackles were said to be still
in use, including in prisons in Ta'iz and
Sana‘a, at the end of 1990.

The cases of 50 political detainees who
“disappeared” after arrest between 1967
and 1986 in the pDRY and YAR remained
unresolved. Among them were magistrates,
engineers, army officers and senior state
officials (see Amnesty International Reports
1981, 1982, 1983, 1987, 1989 and 1990). In
some cases, the relatives of such detainees
had themselves been arrested and had
“disappeared” after making inquiries about
the fate of their family members.

Three people were reportedly extra-
judicially executed in the var in March
because they were suspected of causing an
explosion at the Grand Mosque in Sana‘a.

At least two people convicted of murder
in the varR and whose sentences were
ratified before unification, were executed




during the year. At least 14 other death
sentences were pending ratification by the
Presidential Council at the end of 1990. In
November eight members of the former NOF
who had been sentenced to death by the
YAR authorities in 1985 (see Amnesty Inter-
national  Report 1990) were given
clemency.

The scheduled execution of Hassan
Yussif al-Bishri, a former soldier in the YAR
army who had been sentenced to death
for murder in 1986, was postponed in
November. His trial was allegedly marked
by procedural irregularities, including the
refusal of the court to allow at least one
prosecution witness to retract the state-
ments he had made against the defendant.

An Amnesty International delegation
visited the Republic of Yemen in Novem-
ber at the invitation of the government, and
met the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of
the Presidential Council and other minis-
ters and officials. The organization wel-
comed the releases of political prisoners in
the former pDRY and submitted a memoran-
dum to the unity government summarizing
Amnesty International’s outstanding con-
cerns in Yemen. It sought clarification of
the cases of 25 members of the former NDF
arrested between 1984 and 1988, and of the
fate of 50 suspected political opponents
who “disappeared” in detention between
1967 and 1986. The organization requested
details of the trial proceedings in the cases
of seven people arrested in 1987 on charges
of sabotage (see Amnesty International
Report 1990). Amnesty International reiter-
ated its request for an investigation into the
deaths in custody in the past two years of
seven political detainees. It called for the
establishment of a judicial review into the
legal proceedings in the cases of Hassan al-
Bishri and eight members of the former NDF
who had been under sentence of death,
urged that no further death sentences be
ratified and appealed for the commutation
of all current death sentences. The organiz-
ation also sought confirmation of the
reported extrajudicial execution in March
of three people in Sana‘a. Amnesty Interna-
tional urged the government to accede to
the UN Convention against Torture and
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treat-
ment or Punishment.

In its response in December, the govern-
ment denied holding any political prison-
ers. It stated that it had no information
on ‘Ayesh ‘Ali ‘Ubad, a prisoner of con-

YEMEN/YUGOSLAVIA

science. Of the 25 suspected NDF members
whose cases were raised in Amnesty Inter-
natienal’'s memorandum, the government
said that six had been released, three were
to be released by the end of the year, six
had been tried and sentenced for criminal
offences, and that it had no information on
the remaining 10. The government asserted
that allegations of torture were inaccurate,
and that the deaths in custody referred to
by Amnesty International had resulted
from natural causes. Regarding “disappear-
ances” and extrajudicial executions, ‘the
government attributed such violatigns in
the former PDRY to “the regrettable events of
January 1986”. Of the 17 “disappearance”
cases in the former YAR, the government
said four had been released, one had died
in custody of natural causes and that it had
no information on the 12 other cases,
including that of the former minister
Colonel Sultan Amin al-Qirshi. The gov-
ernment also said that killings of suspected
political opponents in the former yar had
resulted from acts of vengeance by individ-
ual citizens. It denied the extrajudicial
execution of three people in March.

At the end of the year, Amnesty Interna-
tional was seeking further clarification on
all of these concerns.

YUGOSLAVIA

Over 1,000 ethnic Albanians
imprisoned in Kosovo province for up to
60 days for going on strike or for peaceful-
ly expressing nationalist sentiments. The
number of prisoners of conscience serving
long terms of imprisonment decreased
significantly as a result of pardons, early
releases and acquittals: by the end of the

were
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year they numbered some 35. At least 30
ethnic Albanian demonstrators or onlook-
ers were killed and several hundred
others wounded during clashes between
demonstrators and police. It was alleged
that the police had used excessive and
indiscriminate force. There were many
allegations that police had beaten and
otherwise ill-treated people under arrest.
Conditions in some prisons were said to be
harsh. At least four people were sentenced
to death for murder, but no executions
were reported.

Numerous opposition parties were
legally established throughout the country
and by the end of the year multi-party elec-
tions had taken place in all six republics.
Nationalist parties won four of these elec-
tions, while communists retained power in
Serbia (where they were renamed social-
ists) and in Montenegro. Slovenia and
Croatia demanded that Yugoslavia cease to
be a federation and become a confederation
of states. Ethnic conflict intensified in
Kosovo province; in July the Serbian par-
liament suspended the Kosovo parliament
and government after ethnic Albanian
members of the Kosovo parliament dec-
lared Kosovo independent of the republic
of Serbia. Thousands of ethnic Albanians
who refused to declare their approval for
these measures lost their jobs, and the
main local media in the Albanian language
were banned. In September Serbia adopted
a new constitution which deprived its two
provinces, Kosovo and Vojvodina, of most
of their autonomy.

Changes to the federal criminal code
adopted in June significantly reduced the
scope for prosecuting people for the non-
violent exercise of their human rights. For
example, Article 133, under which many
prisoners of conscience had been impris-
oned in the past for the non-violent exer-
cise of their right to freedom of expression,
was amended so as to prohibit only the
advocacy of violent change to the constitu-
tional order.

In March Yugoslavia signed the first
Optional Protocol to the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; it
had not yet ratified this by the end of the
year.

Between 24 January and 3 February
there were violent clashes between the
police and ethnic Albanian demonstrators
in many parts of Kosovo province after eth-
nic Albanians, who form some 85 per cent

T |

of the province’'s population, called for
greater independence from Serbia, the res-
ignation of local political leaders and the
release of political prisoners. During the
clashes at least 30 ethnic Albanians died
and several hundred others, including
police officers, were injured. An investiga-
tion carried out by police and judicial
investigators claimed in a report in March
that in almost all cases police officers had
resorted to firearms only after being shot at
by demonstrators. It stated that the police
had used firearms improperly in only two
incidents, and that the circumstances of
four other deaths required further clari-
fication. However, the report cited one
incident in which police officers had used
firearms although demonstrators had not
fired at them. According to the report, on
31 January demonstrators in Ko3are village
erected barricades and were throwing
stones at police. After other “physical and
chemical methods” had failed to restore
order, police officers fired shots, allegedly
into the air, killing 15-year-old Bekim
Sejdiu.

Unofficial sources alleged that there
were other incidents in which the police
shot and killed people who had not fired
on them. On 29 January Rexhep Aliu was
killed by stray police bullets outside his
garage on the outskirts of Urosevac as
police chased a group of fleeing demonstra-
tors. The report stated that the officers were
returning fire; however, unofficial sources
alleged that although there was violent
rioting in the town at the time, there was
no shooting by demonstrators in the vici-
nity. On 30 January Sadri Maksuti was
severely wounded when police fired at
demonstrators in Stanovac village. A local
human rights committee in Kosovo alleged
that police officers subsequently dragged
Sadri Maksuti from a car which was taking
him to hospital, and beat him to death.
The driver of the car was also reportedly
beaten.

Almost 600 demonstrators were sen-
tenced and imprisoned for up to 60 days
for their part in the protests; it was not pos-
sible to assess whether they included pris-
oners of conscience. In mid-March the
press reported that police had filed 2,381
requests for proceedings against those who
had contravened compulsory work orders,
introduced under emergency measures, by
striking in support of the demonstrations.
Among them were 676 workers from Gole§




mines, 85 of whom had been sentenced to
between 30 and 60 days' imprisonment by
21 March. In June it was reported that pro-
ceedings were under way against 2,597
workers from Kosovo's Trep¢a mine alone.

By June, 391 ethnic Albanians in Kos-
ovo had been arrested and proceedings had
been initiated against 433 people for mak-
ing a “V" (victory) sign to express their dis-
agreement with official Serbian policy in
the province - thus allegedly “disturbing
public order” and “offending the socialist
and patriotic sentiments of citizens".
Scores of other ethnic Albanians were sen-
tenced during the year to up to 60 days’
imprisonment for alleged breaches of pub-
lic order for peacefully expressing political
dissent. In July Shefqet Haziri, Ramush
Jashari and Islam Bjegova were sentenced
in Pridtina to 30 days’ imprisonment for
hanging in their office a picture of Ibrahim
Rugova, the leader of Kosovo's largest eth-
nic Albanian opposition party. In August
Hajrullah Gorani and llir Tollaj, respect-
ively President and Vice-President of the
Union of Independent Trade Unions in
Kosovo, were sentenced to 60 days’ impris-
onment for calling on ethnic Albanians to
join in a general strike in Kosovo province
on 3 September in protest against the dis-
missal of ethnic Albanians from their jobs.
In October Qazim Kovagi was sentenced to
45 days’ imprisonment by a court in Mon-
tenegro for selling a book about the ethnic
Albanian writer Adem Demagi and an
Albanian-language magazine.

In April the federal Presidency released
108 political prisoners and reduced the
sentences of 115 others. Among the pris-
oners of conscience released was Adem
Demagi, whose 15-year prison sentence,
his third for political offences, was due to
expire in October. Officials stated in May
that 190 political prisoners were still serv-
ing sentences, including 160 ethnic Albani-
ans. Further releases followed: in May the
federal Assembly granted an amnesty to all
those prosecuted or convicted for “hostile
propaganda” or “damaging the reputation
of Yugoslavia” (under Articles 133 and
157). Press reports stated that there were
only two prisoners serving sentences im-
posed under Article 133 at the time, but
did not make clear how many were serving
sentences imposed under Article 157. In
June the Croatian Presidency ' released
early on parole 37 political prisoners; the
majority of them were ethnic Albanians.

YUGOSLAVIA

According to official sources, only two
political prisoners, who were not yet eligi-
ble for early release, remained in Croatian
prisons. In November the federal Presiden-
cy granted pardons to or dropped charges
pending against 564 people; 124 of them
were released from prison and 69 had their
sentences reduced.

In April Azem Vllasi, the former presi-
dent of the Kosovo communist party, and
13 other ethnic Albanians were acquitted
by the district court of Titova Mitrovica on
grounds of lack of evidence. They had
been charged with “counter-revolutionary
undermining of the social order” for having
allegedly organized or supported strikes at
Stari Trg mine in February 1989 (see
Amnesty International Report 1990). An
appeal by the prosecution against the
acquittal had not been concluded by the
end of 1990.

On 7 September ethnic Albanian
deputies of the suspended Kosovo assem-
bly met clandestinely and adopted a con-
stitution proclaiming Kosovo a republic
within the Yugoslav federation. On 17
September four deputies — Raif Ramabaja,
Nazif Matoshi, Ismail Sahiti and Fatos Pula
— were arrested and charged under Article
116 of the federal criminal code with hav-
ing aimed to unconstitutionally change
Serbia’s borders and proclaim Kosovo
province a republic. The Serbian assembly
revoked their parliamentary immunity
from prosecution. However, on 25 October
the Supreme Court of Kosovo ordered their
release. On 21 September similar charges
had been brought against Agim Mala, the
former director of Pridtina television, and
six former Kosovo government officials,
including Prime Minister Jusuf Zejnullahu
and Secretary of the Interior Jusuf
Karakushi. Most of them were outside
Kosovo at the time, but two — Seladin Skeja
and Leké Vuksani — were arrested. Zenun
Celaj, a journalist and human rights
activist, was arrested on 27 September and
charged under Article 116 for writing and
publishing a report on the meeting of 7
September; he was released on 27 October.
None of these men was accused of having
used or advocated violence, but investiga-
tion proceedings continued against all of
them.

In April the Serbian authorities took
over policing in Kosovo province. Frequent
reports continued to be received of police
beating or otherwise ill-treating ethnic
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Albanians in detention. For example, on 1
May, as large crowds were leaving a village
near Decani after a ceremony marking the
end of a traditional blood feud, the police
reportedly forced several dozen young
people to get out of their cars after some
people had made a “V” sign. The young
people were beaten and taken to a local
police station. Two of them, Lutfi Gashi
and Sevdali Sherifi, were later taken with
injuries to a local medical clinic where two
police officers treated them after expelling
the doctor on duty. On 18 May police
allegedly stopped Bashkim Gérlica from
Pridtina and asked for his papers. When
they found in his possession a photograph
of Anton Cetta, who had taken a leading
part in a campaign to end blood feuds, they
reportedly took him to a local police sta-
tion, beat him and forced him to swallow
his engagement ring. On 23 July Xhevdat
Sadiku from Gnjilane was arrested and
taken to a police station after police officers
saw a photograph of Ibrahim Rugova in his
shop window. He was reportedly beaten so
badly in tustody that he was admitted to
hospital in Prigtina on 24 July. On his dis-
charge four days later, he was issued with a
medical certificate stating that he had suf-
fered injuries to his head and body and
that blood had been found in his urine.
Many similar incidents were reported in
subsequent months.

There were also reports of police viol-
ence in several incidents which took place
outside Kosovo. On 13 June police officers
reportedly beat a number of demonstrators
who had gathered outside Belgrade televi-
sion studios in a peaceful protest against
editorial policy. Among those injured were
Dragoljub Mi¢unovi¢, a leader of a Serbian
opposition party, and Ljubisa Miti¢, whose
collar bone was broken.

In September the Bar Association of
Macedonia appealed for the release of non-
violent political prisoners. They stated that
conditions at Idrizovo prison in Macedonia
were poor and that punitive measures
taken against prisoners on an almost daily
basis had provoked a revolt by prisoners in
October. Conditions in Stara Gradiska
prison in Croatia and Zenica prison in
Bosnia-Hercegovina were described by
former prisoners as harsh. In February a
court in Vranje sentenced four prison
guards to three months’ imprisonment
each on charges of having beaten 18 eth-
nic Albanian detainees in March 1989

(see Amnesty International Report 1990).
Twelve other prison guards were acquitted.
In March Xhafer Kurteshi and Rifet
Hajri¢, both convicted of murder and rape,
were sentenced to death. Two people were
sentenced to death for murder; Milan
Tani¢ in April and Fikret Fehri¢ in Decem-
ber. No executions were reported. On 21
December a new constitution adopted in
Croatia abolished the death penalty.

In May an Amnesty International dele-
gation met federal and Serbian officials in
Belgrade, discussed the organization’s con-
cerns in Yugoslavia and were informed
about forthcoming legislative changes. In
November the organization sent a memo-
randum to the authorities in which it wel-
comed certain legal reforms, but urged the
release of all prisoners of conscience and
expressed concern about allegations of
police abuses in Kosovo province. It called
on the government to initiate an indepen-
dent investigation into the deaths of
demonstrators in January and February and
to ensure that security forces operated in
accordance with internationally recognized
norms.

More than 100 government opponents
were arrested and held without charge,
including prisoners of conscience, but
most were released by the end of the year.
Many were beaten at the time of arrest,
and two were said to have died as a result.
Up to a dozen students were reportedly
killed in an attack in which the security
forces were implicated: at least 11 officials
were arrested after a preliminary inquiry
but the government did not respond to




calls for a further inquiry. At least 24
people remained under sentence of death
but no executions were reported.

In April President Mobutu Sese Secko
announced that Zaire would cease to bit a
one-party state and that two new political
partiecs and independent trade unions
would be permitted. The ruling party -
renamed in July the Mouvement populaire
pour le renouveau (Mpr), Popular Move-
ment for Renewal — had been the only
political party permitted by law since Pres-
ident Mobutu took power in 1965. A new
constitution was adopted by the National
Assembly in July, which eliminated refer-
ences to the Mrr’s dominant role in govern-
ment, and dozens of new political parties
were formed before the end of the year.

In April President Mobutu said that the
security forces were to become apolitical
and in May the government's National
Security Council announced that adminis-
trative and incommunicado detention and
internal banishment would no longer be
used. The National Security Council said
that security service detention centres
would be used only to detain suspects for
short periods for questioning. In August
the national security service was renamed
the Service national d’intelligence et de
protection (snip), National Intelligence and
Protection Service. Despite these develop-
ments, however, the security services con-
tinued to carry out unlawful arrests and
detentions.

Tshisekedi wa Mulumba, leader of
Union pour la démocratie et le progrés
social (upprs), Union for Democracy and
Social Progress, an unauthorized opposi-
tion party, was released. He had been
under house arrest since March 1989 (see
Amnesty International Report 1990). Most
other prisoners of conscience were released
either after the announcement of political
reforms in April, or after the National
Hacurity Council announced in May that
all uncharged political prisoners were to be
freed. They included Albert Mola and
Philippe Mamonekene, two members of
Tshisekedi wa Mulumba's household arres-
ted in July 1989. In May Kabongo Ntambwa
(sme Amnesty International Report 1990)
had restrictions on his freedom of mova-
ment lifted. In July Tshitshinga Kanyinda
and three other political prisoners sen-
tenced after an unfair trial in 1987 (see
Amnesty International Report 1988) were
freed as a result of a presidential amnesty.

ZAIRE

However, banishment orders imposed in
1987 on two high-ranking army officers,
General Mukobo Mundende Popolo and
Major Kayembe Mbandonkulu, apparently
remained in force.

More than 100 suspected or known sup-
porters of the unrs and other political
groups were detained during the year for
short periods without referral to judicial
authorities. Omene Samba was rearrested
(see Amnesty International Report 1990) in
January, together with dozens of other
members or supporters of the uprs, the day
before a planned pro-democracy demon-
stration in the capital, Kinshasa. They were
all released within several weeks.

At least 14 other ubps members were
detained in April after members of the
security forces violently broke up a uprs
meeting at a house in Kinshasa. Two of
those present — Denis Mwamba and Bwala
Bwala ~ were said to have died as a result
of injuries they sustained during the inci-
dent, in which dozens of others were
wounded. Those arrested were released
after a few days.

At least six journalists were also
detained for short periods either because of
their contact with Tshisekedi wa Mulumba
or because they wrote articles critical of the
government.

Government opponents still held at the
end of the year included Digekisa Piluka, a
Roman Catholic friar and student leader at
Lubumbashi University. He was arrested in
May apparently in connection with unrest
at the university and possibly because he
tried to publicize an incident at the univer-
sity on 11 May in which a number of stu-
dents were killed. About 30 other students
arrested in connection with demonstra-
tions in Lubumbashi and Kinshasa were
also believed to be held with him at
Makala prison in Kinshasa at the end of
1990. It was unclear whether a pre-trial
judicial investigation of their cases had
begun.

Other government critics arrested dur-
ing the year included Ekongo Odimba and
at least three other members of the
Mouvement national congolais—Lumumba
(MNc—-L), Congolese National Movement-
Lumumba wing, who were arrested while
demonstrating peacefully in Kinshasa in
July. They were held incommunicado
for several weeks and then released
uncharged. At least 15 members of the
Parti lumumbiste unifié (pALu), Unified
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Lumumbist Party, were arrested while
demonstrating peacefully in Kinshasa in
October. They were released in November.
In both cases, those arrested were held by
the security forces without having their
cases referred to the procuracy.

Some political arrests were accompa-
nied by violence on the part of the security
forces. In July at least 12 ubps members
who were arrested at a meeting in Kin-
shasa's Kimbaseke district were beaten and
two women among them were said to have
been raped. All of them were released
before the end of the month.

In May there were reports that up to a
dozen students were killed during a night
raid at Lubumbashi University campus by
the security forces. Soldiers dressed in
civilian clothes were said to have attacked
the students: some sources suggested that
between 50 and 150 students were killed
and hundreds of others injured, but there
was no independent evidence to support
such estimates. The raid occurred after
three students accused of being govern-
ment informers were severely assaulted by
other students. The government initially
denied any responsibility for the killings.
However, a parliamentary inquiry accused
the governor of Shaba region and at least
10 other government and security officials
in Lubumbashi of complicity in the attack
and of failing to prevent it. The 11 officials
were arrested but had not been tried by the
end of the year. The inquiry did not estab-
lish how many students had been killed or
injured, nor the identities of their attackers,
and it recommended that a further, more
thorough inquiry be carried out. The gov-
ernment maintained that only one student
had died and did not order another
inquiry.

Twenty-four people convicted of mur-
der and robbery in September and October
1989, and an unknown number of other
prisoners, remained under sentence of
death. Amnesty International did not learn
of any new death sentences or executions
during the year.

Amnesty International appealed for the
release of prisoners of conscience, includ-
ing those under banishment orders, and for
all death sentences to be commuted. The
organization called for a full and impartial
inquiry into the attack on students at
Lubumbashi University to establish the
number and identity of those killed and the
nature and extent of official complicity,

and urged that those responsible for the
killings be brought to justice.

The Ministry for the Citizen's Rights
and Freedoms told Amnesty International
that government officials had been arrested
and would be prosecuted in connection
with the attack. However, the ministry,
which has a responsibility to investigate
alleged human rights abuses, rarely res-
ponded to other appeals or inquiries made
by Amnesty International. In September
Amnesty International published a report,
The Republic of Zaire: Outside the Law -
Security Force Repression of Government
Opponents, 1988-1990, which described
the organization’s concerns about political
imprisonment, security force violence and
other abuses. The report included recom-
mendations to the government regarding
measures needed to protect human rights.

ZAMBIA

Suspected government opponents were
detained without charge or trial for peri-
ods ranging from a few days to over one
month and hundreds of people were
reportedly beaten at the time of arrest dur-
ing riots in June. However, all those arres-
ted and all political prisoners were
released in an amnesty in August. At least
three people were sentenced to death but
no executions were reported.

In June there were three days of violent
demonstrations in Lusaka and other towns.
According to official figures, 29 people
were killed and over 150 injured. Many
were shot dead by police or paramilitary
forces while looting or breaking the
curfew imposed by the authorities. Some
were said to have been the victims of




indiscriminate shooting by the security
forces. Other people were reportedly
beaten and arrested.

Shortly after the rioting, President Ken-
neth Kaunda survived an apparent coup
attempt. Six soldiers and one civilian were
arrested and held until August before being
released in a government amnesty.

Following the riots, the Movement for
Multi-Party Democracy (MMD) was formed
to campaign for an end to the one-party
state. The government initially resisted
this demand. However, in September
it announced that multi-party elections
would be held in 1991 and amended
the Constitution to allow political parties
other than the ruling United National
Independence Party.

The Penal Code was amended in June to
allow the courts discretion when senten-
cing prisoners convicted of murder, which
had previously carried a mandatory death
sentence. However, there appeared to be no
provision for a review of existing death
sentences which had been imposed for
murder. At least 200 prisoners who had
received the mandatory death sentence
for murder were believed to be awaiting
execution.

More than 40 suspected government
opponents were arrested in the wake of the
riots. They included 32 University of
Zambia students who were arrested in a
dawn raid on the university campus the
day after the riots had ended. some of
whom were reportedly beaten at the time
of their arrest. Hix other students were
arrested a few days later. All 38 were
detained under the Preservation of Public
Security  Regulations, which  permit
indefinite detention without charge or trial.
until August. They were then released in
the amnesty granted by the government to
alleged rioters, curfew-breakers and others.
All 38 students were prisoners of
conscience.

Others arrested for political reasons
included Stephen Mukata, the Nkana
Branch Chairman of the Union of Mine-
workers, and Peter Chiko Bwalya, a former
long-term  political detainee. Stephen
Mukata was released uncharged after a few
days. Peter Chiko Bwalya was eventually
charged in connection with an illegal
demonstration, fined and released in
August.

The August amnesty also resulted in
the release of other political prisoners,

ZAMBIA/ZIMBABWE

including former army commander Lieu-
tenant-General Christon Tembo and three
other army officers charged with treason
(see Amnesty International Report 1989).
Their trial had begun in January but had
not been completed. Former High Court
commissioner Edward Shamwana and
three others convicted of treason in 1983
were also released. Originally sentenced to
death, their sentences were commuted to
life imprisonment in 1986 after interna-
tional appeals for clemency (see Amnesty
International Reports 1983 to 1987).

As campaigning to promote multi-party
elections intensified, Frederick Chiluba,
the Vice-Chairman of the MmD, and eight
local government officials were arrested in
Choma in October. They were charged with
holding an unauthorized meeting before
being released on bail. Their case had not
been heard by the end of the year.

At least three people were sentenced to
death for murder but there were no reports
of executions.

Amnesty International appealed for the
release of prisoners of conscience and
expressed concern about alleged beatings
in custody.

ZIMBABWE

Several critics or opponents of the govern-
ment were briefly detained without charge
or trial; two were allegedly assaulted by
intelligence officers. However, all long-
term political detainees were released
before the state of emergency was lifted in
July and dozens of sentenced political
prisoners were freed in an amnesty. They
included over 50 prisoners who had been
under sentence of death. At least three

e .
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other people were sentenced to death dur-
ing 1990 but no executions were reported.

There was continuing insecurity along
the eastern border owing to incursions
and killings by guerrillas fighting the
Mozambican Government. The national
state of emergency which had been in
force continuously since 1965 was lifted in
July. As a result, the Emergency Powers
(Maintenance of Law and Order) Regula-
tions, which had provided for indefinite
detention without charge or trial, were
withdrawn; all untried political detainees,
totalling at least eight, were released shor-
tly after. In July the government also
declared an amnesty for criminal prisoners,
among them armed opponents of the gov-
ernment and prisoners serving sentences
for human rights abuses committed in the
early 1980s in Matabeleland. A committee
set up to review cases had authorized the |
release of 1,400 people, most of them petty
criminal offenders, by November.

In October the Supreme Court declared
solitary confinement to be inhuman or
degrading, and therefore unconstitutional.
A similar ruling was expected to be made
in November in relation to hanging, there-
by effectively abolishing the death penalty,
following an appeal to the Supreme Court
by Douglas Chitiza, a soldier sentenced to
death for murder. The appeal was not
heard but Douglas Chitiza was released
the day before it was due. However, the
government introduced legislation in
December to amend the Constitution so as
to provide that neither hanging as a
method of execution, nor corporal pun-
ishment for male juveniles (which the
Supreme Court had declared unconstitu-
tional in 1989) could be challenged on the
grounds that they constitute inhuman or
degrading punishment.

Several opposition activists were arres-
ted following elections in March which
saw the ruling Zimbabwe African National
Union - Patriotic Front (zaNu-pF) headed
by Robert Mugabe returned to office with
an overwhelming majority. Before the elec-
tion, Patrick Kombayi, a candidate for the
opposition Zimbabwe Unity Movement
(zuMm), was shot and seriously injured in
suspicious circumstances. There were alle-
gations that members of the government's
Central Intelligence Organization (¢10) were
involved, although this could not be
confirmed. Those responsible for the shoot- |
ing escaped arrest.

In April Paul Razika, Patrick Kombayi’s
election agent who had been with him at
the time of the shooting, was arrested and
held without charge or trial for 20 days. He
was rearrested in May with three other zum
activists: they were accused by the author-
ities of recruiting people for military train-
ing in South Africa. All four, however,
were released uncharged within two
weeks. They appeared to be prisoners of
conscience.

Newman Ndlela, a defeated zum candi-
date, was also brietly detained in April. He
was moved from place to place by police in
Bulawayo, apparently to deny him access
to his lawyer before he had made a state-
ment and been brought to court. He was
released on bail the day after he was
charged with illegal possession of arms of
war, a charge which arose from possession
of a gun in the early 1980s. In July the case
against him was dropped.

Five student leaders were arrested in
October following demonstrations by stu-
dents in Harare against legislative changes
by the government which placed the uni-
versity more directly under the control of
its Vice-Chancellor and the Minister of
Higher Education. This followed previous
student unrest in 1989, which had resulted
in arrests (see Amnesty International
Report 1990). The five students were held
without charge for a few days and then
released.

Two detainees alleged that they were
beaten in custody. Kembo Dube Bango and
Soft Nhari, both zum activists, said they
were ill-treated for 24 hours by cio officers
while held at Stops Camp, an interrogation
centre within Mzilikazi police station in
Bulawayo.

The amnesty declared by the govern-
ment resulted in the release of more than
50 former government opponents under
sentence of death. Most had been sen-
tenced for murder and other violent crimes
committed in Matabeleland in the early
1980s.

At least three people were convicted of
murder and sentenced to death during
1990 and the Supreme Court confirmed
one death sentence imposed for murder
and rape. However, no executions were
known to have been carried out.

Amnesty International appealed for the
release of Paul Razika and other prisoners
of conscience and urged an official inves-
tigation into the shooting of Patrick




Kombayi. Amnesty International also
expressed concern to the government about
its amendment of the Constitution to retain
hanging and reintroduce whipping as a
punishment for male juveniles. The organ-
ization urged that steps be taken to abolish
the death penalty.

ZIMBABWE
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AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL VISITS BETWEEN
1 JANUARY AND 31 DECEMBER 1990

DATE COUNTRY PURPOSE DELEGATE(S)

January Romania Research — Two staff members of International
Secretariat

January United Kingdom Observe court hearing — Staff member of International
Secretariat

January/February Morocco Research - Two staff members of International
Secretariat

January/February Namibia Research — Two staff members of International
Secretariat

February Uganda Research/Discuss Amnesty — Two staff members of International
International’s concerns with Secretariat
government authorities

February Denmark Trial observation - Per Stadig (Sweden)

February Morocco Discuss Amnesty - Peter Duffy (International
International's concerns with Executive Committee)
government authorities - Alain Faure (France)

— Staff member of International
Secretariat
February/March  Trinidad, Research/Discuss Amnesty - Two staff members of
Barbados, International’s concerns with International Secretariat
Bahamas government authorities

February/March  Bulgaria Research/Discuss Amnesty - Dick Oosting (Netherlands)
International's concerns with - Staff member of International
government authorities Secretariat

March Jordan Discuss Amnesty International's — Secretary General of Amnesty
concerns with International
government authorities - Zaki Badawi (UK/Egypt)

~ Staff member of International
Secretariat
March Romania Trial observation - Nicolas Ulmer (Switzerland)
March Yemen (People’s Research - Staff member of International
Democratic Republic of) Secretariat

March Norway Trial observation — Lars Adam Rehof (Denmark)

March Morocco Research/Discuss Amnesty - Two staff members of International
International’s concerns with Secretariat
government authorities

March/April Greece Trial observation — Staff member of International

Secretariat
April Taiwan Trial observation — Carlye Chu (Hong Kong Resident)
(Republic of China)

April Nepal Research/Discuss Amnesty - Stephanie Grant (UK)
International’s concerns with - Jorgen Thomsen (Denmark)
government authorities ~ Staff member of International

Secretariat

April Brazil Research/Discuss Amnesty — Staff member of International
International’s concerns with Secretariat
government authorities

April Papua New Research/Discuss Amnesty - Dick Oosting (Netherlands)

Guinea International's concerns with — Staff member of
government authorities International Secretariat
April Philippines Research - Two staff members of International
Secretariat
April Germany (Federal Trial observation - Douwe Korff (Netherlands)

Republic of)
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DATE COUNTRY PURPOSE DELEGATE(S)
April South Africa Research - Paul Gallagher (Ireland)
— Staff member of International
Secretariat
April Turkey Research/Trial observation — Staff member of International
Secretariat
April South Africa Observe proceedings of Judicial - Staff member of International
Commission of Inquiry Secretariat
April/May Colombia Research/Discuss Amnesty ~ Marta Fotsch (Switzerland)
International's concerns with — Two staff members of International
government authorities Secretariat
April/May El Salvador Research/Discuss Amnesty - Three staff members of
International’s concerns with International Secretariat
government authorities
May Egypt Discuss Amnesty International's - Secretary General of Amnesty
concerns with government International
authorities - Rashid Bel Alouna {Tunisia)
-~ Two staff members of International
Secretariat
May Turkey Research - Staff member of International
Secretariat
May Yugoslavia Discuss Amnesty International's - Peter Baehr (International
concerns with government Executive Committee)
authorities - Stephen Owen (Canada)
— Staff member of International
Secretariat
May USSR Research ~ Staff member of International
Secretariat
May Kuwait Research/Discuss Amnesty — Two staff members of International
International's concerns with Secretariat
government authorities
May Benin Research/Discuss Amnesty — Two staff members of International
International’s concerns with Secretariat
government authorities
May/June Mexico Research/Discuss Amnesty - Two staff members of International
International's concerns with Secretariat
government authorities
June Peru Research/Discuss Amnesty — Two staff members of International
International’s concerns with Secretariat
government authorities
June Brazil Discuss Amnesty International’s ~ Bacre Waly Ndiaye (International
concerns with government Executive Committee)
authorities - Two staff members of International
Secretariat
June Tunisia Research — Staff member of International
Secretariat
| June United Kingdom Research — Nanko Doornbos (Netherlands)
- Staff member of International
Secretariat
June Greece Research - Staff member of International
Secretariat
June/July Romania Research — Staff member of International
I Secretariat
July South Africa Research - Staff member of International
Secretariat
July/August Israel/Occupied Research/Observe Court Hearing — Two staff members of International
Territories Secretariat
August Honduras Research/Discuss Amnesty - Two staff members of International
International’s concerns with Secretariat
government authorities
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PURPOSE DELEGATE(S)

Discuss Amnesty International's —Bacre Waly Ndiaye (International
concerns with government Executive Committee)
authorities — John Alderson (UK)
— Two staff members of International
Secretariat

— Staff member of International
Secretariat

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International’s concerns with
government authorities

Research — Two staff members of International
Secretariat

Research — Two staff members of International
Secretariat

Research ~ Staff member of International

Secretariat

— Bernard Simons (UK)
- Staff member of International
Secretariat

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International’s concerns with
government authorities

— Two staff members of International
Secretariat

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International’s concerns with
government authorities

Research/Trial observation — Two staff members of International
Secretariat

Observe court hearing

- Staff member of International
Secretariat

- Lawrence Kershen (UK)

Trial observation

Discuss Amnesty International’'s — Peter Duffy (International
concerns with government Executive Committee)
authorities — Kodurayur Venkateswaran (India)
— Staff member of International
Secretariat

Trial observation - Daniel Nsereko (Uganda)

-Resea.rch — Yvonne Nederpel (Netherlands)
— Staff member of International

Secretariat

Discuss Amnesty International’'s ~Rodolfo Konder (Brazil)
- Francisco Ottonelli (Uruguay)

concerns with government
authorities — Staff member of International
Secretariat

Research/Discuss Amnesty - Paul Hoffman (USA)
International’s concerns with - Staff member of International
government authorities Secretariat

— Two staff members of International
Secretariat

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International’s concerns with
government authorities

— Evert Bloemen (Netherlands)
- Staff member of International
Secretariat

Research

Trial observation - Gregm"y Denzil (Trinidad)

DATE COUNTRY
August Brazil
August Brazil
August Tanzania
August Turkey
August/ Egypt
September
September Guyana
September Ecuador
September Portugal
September USA
September Grenada
September Romania
September/ Swaziland
October
September/ Suriname
October
October - Guatemala
October South Korea
October Yemen
(Republic of)
October Nepal
O;ber = .Guyana
October Italy
October Tunisia
October/ Israel/Occupied
November Territories
November United Kingdom
November Canada

- Staff member of International
Secretariat

Research

Trial observation — Antonio Marchesi (Italy)
- Staff member of International

Secretariat

— Wesley Gryk (USAT .

Trial observation

" Research/Observe court hearing - Staff member of International
Secretariat

— Menno Kammﬁa (Nethe-rlands)

Research
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DATE COUNTRY PURPOSE DELEGATE(S)
By by Yemen Discuss Amnesty International’s Secretary General of Amnesty
(Republic of) concerns with government International
authorities Two staff members of International
Secretariat
November Greece ‘Trial observation — Alain Ottan (France)
November Venezuela Research [3pile Snow (UJSA)
November Turkey Trial observation Nicolas Madge (UK)
Deceimnber United Kingdom Observe court hearing - Staff member of International
Secretariat
December Rwanda Trial observation — David Weissbrodt (USA)
December/ Thailand Research - Staff member of International
January Secretariat

APPENDIX II

STATUTE OF AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
Articles 1 and 2

As amended by the 18th International Council
meeting in Aguas de Lindéia, Brazil, 30 November to 6 December 1987

Object

1. CONSIDERING that every person has the
right freely to hold and to express his or
her convictions and the obligation to
extend a like freedom to others, the
object of AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL shall be
to secure throughout the world the
observance of the provisions of the

Universal Declaration of Human Rights,

by:

a. irrespective of political
considerations working towards the
release of and providing assistance to
persons who in violation of the
aforesaid provisions are imprisoned,
detained or otherwise physically
restricted by reason of their political,
religious or other conscientiously
held beliefs or by reason of their
ethnic origin, sex, colour or language,
provided that they have not used or
advocated violence (hereinafter
referred to as “prisoners of
conscience”);

b. opposing by all appropriate means
the detention of any prisoners of
conscience or any political prisoners
without trial within a reasonable time
or any trial procedures relating to

such prisoners that do not conform to
internationally recognized norms;

c. opposing by all appropriate means
the imposition and infliction of death
penalties and torture or other cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment or
punishment of prisoners or other
detained or restricted persons
whether or not they have used or
advocated violence.

Methods
2. In order to achieve the aforesaid object,
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL shall:

a. atall times maintain an overall
balance between its activities in
relation to countries adhering to the
different world political ideologies
and groupings;

b. promote as appears appropriate the
adoption of constitutions.
conventions, treaties and other
measures which guarantee the rights
contained in the provisions referred
to in Article 1 hereof;
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c. support and publicize the activities

of and cooperate with international
| organizations and agencies which
work for the implementation of the
aforesaid provisions;

d. take all necessary steps to establish
an effective organization of sections,
affiliated groups and individual
members;

e. secure the adoption by groups of
members or supporters of individual
prisoners of conscience or entrust to
such groups other tasks in support of
the object set out in Article 1;

f. provide financial and other relief to
prisoners of conscience and their
dependants and to persons who have
lately been prisoners of conscience or
who might reasonably be expected to
be prisoners of conscience or to
become prisoners of conscience if
convicted or if they were toreturn to
their own countries, to the
dependants of such persons and to
victims of torture in need of medical
care as a direct result thereof;

g. work for the improvement of
conditions for prisoners of
conscience and political prisoners;

h. provide legal aid, where necessary
and possible, to prisoners of
conscience and to persons who might
reasonably be expected to be
prisoners of conscience or to become
prisoners of conscience if convicted
or if they were to return to their own
countries, and, where desirable, send

observers to attend the trials of such
persons;

publicize the cases of prisoners of
conscience or persons who have
otherwise been subjected to
disabilities in violation of the
aforesaid provisions;

investigate and publicize the
disappearance of persons where there
is reason to believe that they may be
victims of violations of the rights set
out in Article 1 hereof;

. oppose the sending of persons from

one country to another where they
can reasonably be expected to
become prisoners of conscience or to
face torture or the death penalty;

send investigators, where
appropriate, to investigate allegations
that the rights of individuals under
the aforesaid provisions have been
violated or threatened;

. make representations to international

organizations and to governments
whenever it appears that an
individual is a prisoner of conscience
or has otherwise been subjected to
disabilities in violation of the
aforesaid provisions;

. promote and support the granting of

general amnesties of which the
beneficiaries will include prisoners of
conscience;

. adopt any other appropriate methods

for the securing of its object.

The full text of the Statute of Amnesty International is available free upon request from:
| Amnesty International, International Secretariat, 1 Easton Street, London wc1x 8vj,

United Kingdom.
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AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
NEWS RELEASES 1990

3 January

Amnesty International fears that killings of
Palestinians by Israeli forces were
condoned and even encouraged by the
government

9 January
Amnesty International cites ill-treatment of
detainees by Austrian police

11 January

Human rights abused in Saudi Arabia -
most victims are Shi‘a Muslims, says
Amnesty International

15 January

Vietnamese asylum-seekers denied basic
rights by Hong Kong and United Kingdom,
says Amnesty International

17 January

Human rights abuses in South Korea
reverse two years of positive trends, says
Amnesty International

18 January
Sri Lanka: Amnesty International rejects
“terrorist” label

25 January

Urgent reforms needed to protect Somali
citizens against human rights abuses, says
Amnesty International

2 February

Amnesty International welcomes
announcement by South Africa’s President
de Klerk on suspension of executions

5 February
India: Amnesty International calls for an
investigation into killings

15 February

Human rights violations in Sri Lanka
reached unprecedented levels in 1989, says
Amnesty International

20 February

Amnesty International calls on King
Hassan II to end human rights abuses in
Morocco

21 February

Human rights reforms introduced in Viet
Nam, but violations continue, says
Amnesty International

23 February

Amnesty International calls for release of
prisoners of conscience and inquiry into
reported torture in South Korea

1 March

Amnesty International cites torture reports
in apparent crackdown on Shi‘a Muslims
in Kuwait

7 March

Secrecy over gross abuses in Chad —
Amnesty International fears for fate of
hundreds of political prisoners

12 March
Amnesty International appeals to Iraqi
President to spare life of British-based
journalist

15 March
Amnesty International condemns
execution of journalist in Iraq

16 March
Moroccan Government orders Amnesty
International delegates to leave

21 March

Amnesty International calls on Peru’s
presidential candidates to address human
rights issues

22 March

Amnesty International asks Taiwanese
authorities to release Cheung Ki-Lok
unconditionally

28 March
Amnesty International urges inquiry into
Argentine human rights abuses

9 April

Human rights activists attacked in
Guatemala — Amnesty International
reports growing violence

11 April

Amnesty International urges Indian
authorities to protect human rights after
killing of hostages

20 April
Amnesty International urges Japan not to
return hijacker to China
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£ May
Torture of political prisoners rife in
Myanmar, reports Amnesty International

9 May

Turkey: government fails to act — torture
and human rights abuses continue
unabated, says Amnesty International

16 May

Amnesty International calls on China to
account for pro-democracy prisoners and
publicizes names of those known to be
imprisoned

23 May

Human rights record improves in Pakistan,
says Amnesty International, but further
safeguards needed

24 May

Amnesty International calls for
investigation into torture of political
opponents in Senegal

30 May

Amnesty International calls for immediate
trial or release of 26 political detainees
held unlawfully for three years in Congo

6 June

Amnesty International calls for human
rights safeguards after police torture and
killings in Nepal

7 June
Amnesty International appeals for end to
killings in Liberia

13 June

Amnesty International welcomes human
rights moves in Jordan and calls for further
safeguards

19 June

Amnesty International urges Brazilian
Government to bring to justice police
officers guilty of brutality and killings

21 June

Kurdish opponents “disappear” under
amnesties in Iraq - Amnesty International
fears for safety of refugees in Turkey

26 June

Amnesty International says human rights
abuses persist in El Salvador despite
government pledges

28 June
Amnesty International mpiraris torture in
secret centres after coup in Sudan

| 4 ]July
Amnesty International urges release of
detained Albanians

11 July

Amnesty International details in annual
report government targeting of ethnic and
national groups for human rights
violations

13 July
Hong Kong refugees screening process still
flawed. says Amnesty International

23 July
Cameroon: Amnesty International appeals
for release of prisoners after unfair trial

2 August
Amnesty International urges immediate
release of government critics in Iran

3 August

Amnesty International reports Iraqi
government opponents arrested after
invasion of Kuwait

16 August

Prisoners of conscience are held in more
than 70 countries, says Amnesty
International

17 August

Televised “confessions™ heighten concern
about prisoners in Iran, says Amnesty
International

20 August
Amnesty International appeals to Iraqi
authorities on human rights violations

3 September

Amnesty International expresses grave
concern about killings by Khmer Rouge in
Cambodia

| 6 September

Children tortured and killed in Brazil. says
Amnesty International

12 September

Government fails to curb torture in
Equatorial Guinea, says Amnesty
International

13 September

Executions in China increase dramatically
in crime crackdown. says Amnesty
International

19 September
Security forces continue to violate human




R

rights in Sri Lanka, says Amnesty
International

25 September
Amnesty International calls for end to
killings and torture of children worldwide

27 September

Violence and unlawful detentions continue
in Zaire despite announcements of politi-
cal reforms, says Amnesty International

2 October
Government killings of black Mauritanians
escalate, says Amnesty International

3 October
Iraqi forces killing and torturing Kuwaitis,
says Amnesty International

9 October

Amnesty International calls for immediate
judicial inquiry into killings of
Palestinians by Israeli forces

10 October

Amnesty International urges Indian
Government to investigate human rights
violations

15 October

Reported arrests of prisoners of conscience
and extrajudicial executions in Rwanda,
says Amnesty International

17 October

Government opponents detained and
tortured by Egyptian forces, says Amnesty
International

18 October

Amnesty International calls on presidential
candidates for pledge on human rights in
Guatemala

18 October

Government opponents forcibly repatriated
and held without trial in Central African
Republic, says Amnesty International

24 October

Amnesty International reports alarming
rise in “death squad” killings in El
Salvador

30 October

Amnesty International renews calls for
inquiry into human rights abuses in
Namibia

APPENDIX Il

1 November

Amnesty International fears hundreds of
Yemenis tortured by police in Saudi
Arabia

7 November

Killings and arrests continue in military
crackdown on opposition in Myanmar,
says Amnesty International

14 November
Pro-democracy leaders may soon face
unfair trials in China, warns Amnesty
International

19 November

Cambodia: Amnesty International urges
strong human rights provisions in
settlement

21 November
Amnesty International calls for investiga-
tion into “disappearances” in Morocco

26 November

Amnesty International reports torture and
killing of unarmed civilians in Papua New
Guinea

29 November

Amnesty International reports government
crackdown on opposition in Kenya — more
than 20 face political trials

5 December

Amnesty International reports “relentless
and ruthless” abuses of basic human rights
in Iran, including hangings, torture and
jailing of critics

13 December
Amnesty International says over 100

| people killed in Uganda by soldiers in

1990, and calls for immediate
investigations

14 December

Amnesty International expresses concern
about hundreds of remaining political
prisoners in Albania

19 December
Amnesty International urges end to torture
and killings in Iragi-occupied Kuwait

21 December

Amnesty International reports that more
than 300 prisoners executed at ex-
president’s headquarters in Chad
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APPENDIX IV

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
AROUND THE WORLD

There are now more than 6,000 local
Amnesty International groups in over 70
countries around the world. In 44 countries
these groups are coordinated by sections,
whose addresses are given below. In

addition, there are individual members,
supporters and recipients of Amnesty
International information (such as the
monthly Amnesty International Newsletter)
in more than 150 countries and territories.

SECTION ADDRESSES

Australia:

Amnesty International,
Australian Section,
Private Bag 23, Broadway,
New South Wales 2007

Austria:

Amnesty International,

Austrian Section,

Wiedner Guertel 12/7, A-1040 Wien

Barbados:

Amnesty International,
Barbados Section,

PO Box 872, Bridgetown

Belgium:

Amnesty International,

Belgian Section (Flemish branch),
Kerkstraat 156, 2060 Antwerpen 6

Amnesty International,
Belgian Section (francophone branch),
9 rue Berckmans, 1060 Bruxelles

Bermuda:

Amnesty International,

Bermuda Section,

PO Box HM 2136, Hamilton HM JX

Brazil:

Anistia Internacional,
Segdo Brasileira,

Rua Coropé 65,

05426 - Sdo Paulo - SP

Canada:

Amnesty International,

Canadian Section (English-speaking
branch),

130 Slater Street, Suite 900,
Ottawa, Ontario, K1P 6E2

Amnistie Internationale,

Section canadienne (francophone branch),
3516 ave du Parc,

Montreal, Quebec, H2X 2H7

Chile:
Amnistfa Internacional,
Casilla 4062, Santiago

Cote d’Ivoire:

Amnesty International,
Section de Cote d’Ivoire,
04 BP 895, Abidjan 04

Denmark:

Amnesty International,

Danish Section,

Dyrkoeb 3, 1166 Copenhagen K

Ecuador:
Amnistia Internacional,
Casilla 240-C, Sucursal 15, Quito

Faroe Islands:

Amnesty International,

Faroe Islands Section,

PO Box 1075, FR-110 Torshavn

Finland:

Amnesty International,
Finnish Section,
Ruoholahdenkatu 24,
SF-00180 Helsinki

France:

Amnesty International,

French Section,

4 rue de la Pierre Levée,
75553 Paris (CEDEX 11)

Federal Republic of Germany:
Amnesty International,
Section of the FRG,
Heerstrasse 178, 5300 Bonn 1

Ghana:

Amnesty International,
Ghanaian Section,

PO Box 1173, Koforidua E.R.

Greece:

Amnesty International,
Greek Section,

30 Sina Street, 106 72 Athens




Guyana:

Amnesty International,

Guyana Section,

Palm Court Building, 35 Main Street,
Georgetown

Hong Kong:

Amnesty International,
Hong Kong Section,

Unit C, Third Floor,
Best-0-Best Building,

32-36 Ferry Street, Kowloon

Iceland:

Amnesty International,
Icelandic Section,

PO Box 618, 121 Reykjavik

India:

Amnesty International,
Indian Section,

c/o Dateline Delhi,

21 North End Complex,
Panchkuin Road,

New Delhi 110001

Ireland:
Amnesty International,
Irish Section,

Sean MacBride House, 8 Shaw Street,

Dublin 2

Israel:

Amnesty International,

Israel Section,

PO Box 23003, Tel Aviv 61230

Italy:

Amnesty International,

Italian Section,

viale Mazzini 146, 00195 Rome

Japan:

Amnesty International,

Japanese Section,

Daisan-Sanbu Building 2F/3F,
2-3-22 Nishi-Waseda, Shinjuku-ku,
Tokyo 169

Luxembourg:

Amnesty International,
Luxembourg Section,
Boite Postale 1914,
1019 Luxembourg

Mexico:

Seccién Mexicana de Amnistia
Internacional,

Ap. Postal No. 20-217, San Angel,

CP 01000 Mexico DF

APPENDIX IV

Netherlands:

| Amnesty International,

Dutch Section,

Keizersgracht 620, 1017 ER Amsterdam

New Zealand:

Amnesty International,
New Zealand Section,

PO Box 6647, Wellington 1

Nigeria:

Amnesty International,

Nigerian Section,

PMB 59 Agodi, Ibadan, Oyo State

Norway:

Amnesty International,
Norwegian Section,
Maridalsveien 87, 0461 Oslo 4

Peru:

Amnistfa Internacional,
Seccién Peruana,
Casilla 659, Lima 18

Portugal:

Amnistia Internacional,

Secdo Portuguesa,

Apartado 1642, 1016 Lisboa Codex

Puerto Rico:

Amnistfa Internacional,
Calle Robles No. 54 Altos,
Apartado I, Rio Piedras,
Puerto Rico 00925

Sierra Leone:
Amnesty International,
Sierra Leone, PMB 1021, Freetown

Spain:

Amnesty International,
Secci6n Espaniola,
Paseo de Recoletos 18,
Piso 6, 28001 Madrid

Sweden:
Amnesty International,

| Swedish Section,

Gyllenstiernsgatan 18,
S-115 26 Stockholm

Switzerland:

Amnesty International,
Swiss Section,

PO Box, CH-3001 Bern

Tanzania:
Amnesty International,
Tanzanian Section,

271

BT Ll B ML THBLIM &5 SR




272

ANRE ETY INTERPNATEORMAL REFONT 1951

APPENDIX IV/APPENDIX V

National Secretariat, Uruguay:

PO Box 4331, Dar es Salaam Amnistfa Internacional,
L. Seccién Uruguaya,

Tunisia: : Yi 1333 Apto. 305,

Amnesty International, N et

Tunisian Section,

Secrétariat National, Venezuela:

48 Avenue Farhat Hached, 3éme Etage, Amnistfa Internacional,

1001 Tunis Seccién Venezolana,

2 . Apartado Postal 5110,
s T Carmelitas 1010-A,
Amnesty International, Caracas
British Section,

99-119 Rosebery Avenue,
London ECIR 4RE
United States of America:
Amnesty International of the USA
(AIUSA). 322 8th Ave,
New York, NY 10001
COUNTRIES WITH LOCAL
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL GROUPS
BUT NO SECTION*
Algeria Egypt Papua New Guinea
Argentina Hungary Philippines
Aruba Jordan Poland
Bangladesh Korea (Republic of) Senegal
Benin Macau Taiwan
Colombia Mauritius/Rodrigues Thailand
Costa Rica Nepal Yugoslavia
Curagao Pakistan Zambia

Dominican Republic

*Amnesty International groups in Sudan and Kuwait have ceased activities following the dissolution
by government decree in Sudan in July 1989 and the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait in August 1990.

APPENDIX V

INTERNATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Stephen R. Abrams/United States of America
Peter R. Baehr/Netherlands
Peter Duffy/United Kingdom
Anette Fischer/Denmark
Charles Henry/United States of America
Soffa Macher/Peru
Ravi Nair/India
Bacre Waly Ndiaye/Senegal
Malcolm Tigerschiold/International Secretariat
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e e . e — e e
SELECTED INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS TREATIES

States which have ratified or acceded to a convention are party to the treaty and are [
bound to observe its provisions. States which have signed but not yet ratified have expres-
sed their intention to become a party at some future date; meanwhile they are obliged to
refrain from acts which would defeat the object and purpose of the treaty.

(AS OF 31 DECEMBER 1990)

International  Optional Second International  Convention
Covenanton Protocol to Optional Covenant on  against
Civil and ICCPR Protocol to Economic, Torture and
Political ICCPR Social and Other Cruel,
Rights Aiming at Cultural Inhuman or |
(ICCPR) the Rights Degrading
Abolition (ICESCR) Treatment or
of the Punishment I
Death |
Penalty |
Afghanistan X X x (28) [
Albania |
Algeria X X X x (22) I
Angola
Antigua and Barbuda
Argentina X X X x (22)
Australia X X X X
Austria X X X x (22)
Bahamas
Bahrain
Bangladesh
Barbados X X X
Belgium X s X s
Belize X
Benin
Bhutan |
Bolivia X X X s
Botswana
Brazil X
Brunei
Bulgaria X X x (28)
Burkina Faso
Burundi X
Byelorussian SSR X X x (28)
Cambodia s S
Cameroon X X X X
Canada X X X x (22) |
Cape Verde
Central African Republic X X X
Chad |
Chile X X X
China x (28)
Colombia X X X X

273

1661 LYOd3Y TYNOUVYNYILNI ALSINWY




APPENDIX VI

274 International  Optional Second International ~ Convention
Covenant on  Protocol to Optional Covenant on  against
Civil and ICCPR Protocol to Econonue, Torture and
Political ICCPR Social and Other Cruel,
Rights Aiming at Cultural Inhuman or
{(ICCPR) the Rights Dograding
Abolition (ICESCR) Treatment or
ofthe Punishmont
Deuth
Penalty
Comoros
Congo X X
Costa Rica X X s X S
Cote d’lvoire
Cuba S
Cyprus X s X S
Czech and Slovak
Federal Republic X X x (28)
Denmark X X S X x (22)
Dijibouti
Dominica
Dominican Republic X X X S
Ecuador X X X x (22)
Egypt X X X
El Salvador X S X
Equatorial Guinea X X X
Ethiopia
Fiji
Finland X X s X x (22)
France X X X x (22)
Gabon X X S
Gambia X X X S
Germany,
Federal Republic of X s X X
Ghana
Greece X x (22)
Grenada
Guatemala
Guinea X s X X
. | Guinea-Bissau
§ | Guyana X X X
5 | Haiti
&
Holy See
z Honduras S S s
E Hungary X X X x (22)(28)
Iceland X X X S
E India X X
; Indonesia S



International  Optional
Protocol to

ICCPR

Covenant on
Civil and
Political
Rights
(ICCPR)

Iran
Iraq
Ireland
Israel
Italy

Jamaica
Japan
Jordan

Kenya

Kiribati

Korea (Democratic
People’s Republic of)
Korea (Republic of)
Kuwait

Second
Optional
Protocol to
ICCPR
Aiming at
the
Abolition
of the
Death
Penalty

International
Covenant on
“Ec.onomic,
Social and
Cultural
Rights
(ICESCR)

APPENDIX VI

Convention
against
Torture and
OtherCruel,
Inhuman or
Degrading
Treatment or
Punishment

Lao People’s
Democratic Republic

Lebanon

Lesotho

Liberia

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
Liechtenstein

Luxembourg

Madagascar
Malawi
Malaysia
Maldives
Mali

Malta
Mauritania
Mauritius
Mexico
Monaco
Mongolia
Morocco
Mozambique
Myanmar (Burma)

Namibia
Nauru
Nepal
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International
Covenant on
Civil and
Political
Rights
(ICCPR)

Optional
Protocol to
ICCPR

Second
Optional
Protocol to
ICCPR
Aimingat
the
Abolition
of the
Death
Penalty

International
Covenant on
Economic,
Social and
Cultural
Rights
(ICESCR)

Netherlands
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Niger

Nigeria
Norway

Convention
against
Torture and
Other Cruel,
Inhuman or
Degrading
Treatment or
Punishment

x (22)
x

Oman

Pakistan

Panama

Papua New Guinea
Paraguay

Peru

Philippines
Poland

Portugal

Qatar

Romania
Rwanda

St Christopher and Nevis
St Lucia

St Vincent and The
Grenadines

Samoa
San Marino

Sdo Tomé and Principe
Saudi Arabia

Senegal

Seychelles

Sierra Leone
Singapore

Solomon Islands

Somalia
South Africa
Spain

Sri Lanka
Sudan
Suriname
Swaziland




APPENDIX VI

International  Optional Second International ~ Convention
Covenanton = Protocol to Optional Covenanton  against
Civil'and ICCPR Protocol to Economic, Torture and
Political ICCPR Social and Other Cruel,
Rights Aiming at Cultural Inhuman or
(ICCPR) the Rights Degrading
Abolitian {ICESCR) Treatment or
ofthe Punishment
Death
Penalty
Sweden X X X X x (22)
Switzerland x (22)
Syria X X
Tanzania X X
Thailand
Togo X X X x (22)
Tonga
Trinidad and Tobago X X
Tunisia x (22)
Turkey x (22)
Tuvalu
Uganda X X
Ukrainian SSR X x (28)
Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics X X x (28)
United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom X X X
United States of America S
Uruguay X X s X x (22)
Vanuatu
Venezuela X X s X S
Viet Nam X
Yemen X X
Yugoslavia X s s
Zaire X
Zambia
Zimbabwe

s — denotes that country has signed but not yet ratified
x — denotes that country is a party, either through ratification or accession

(22) denotes Declaration under Article 22 recognizing the competence of the Committee
against Torture to consider individual complaints of violations of the convention

(28) denotes that country has made a reservation under Article 28 that it does not
recognize the competence of the Committee against Torture to examine reliable
information which appears to indicate that torture is being systematically practised.

and to undertake a confidential inquiry if warranted

The countries listed in this chart are those included in the official United Nations

publication entitled Human Rights International Instruments: Signatures,
Ratifications, Accessions etc.
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SELECTED REGIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS TREATIES

(AS OF 31 DECEMBER 1990)

ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY (OAU)
AFRICAN CHARTER ON HUMAN AND PEOPLES' RIGHTS (1981)

Algeria x  Gambia x  Saharawi Arab

Angola Ghana X Democratic Republic  x
Benin x  Guinea x  Sdo Tomé and Principe x
Botswana x  Guinea-Bissau x  Senegal X
Burkina Faso x Kenya Seychelles

Burundi x  Lesotho s  Sierra Leone X
Cameroon x  Liberia x  Somalia X
Cape Verde x Libya x  Sudan X
Central African Republic x  Madagascar Swaziland

Chad x  Malawi x  Tanzania X
Comoros x  Mali x  Togo X
Congo x  Mauritania x  Tunisia X
Cote d'Ivoire Mauritius Uganda X
Djibouti Mozambique X  Zaire X
Egypt x  Namibia Zambia X
Equatorial Guinea x  Niger X  Zimbabwe X
Ethiopia Nigeria X

Gabon x Rwanda X

s — denotes that country has signed but not yet ratified
x— denotes that country is a party, either through ratification or accession
This chart lists countries which were members of the 0au at the end of 1990.

ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES (OAS)

American Inter-American American Inter-American
Convention  Convention to Convention Convention to
on Human Prevent and on Human Prevent and
Rights (1969) Punish Rights (1969) Punish
Torture (1985) Torture (1985)
Antigua and Barbuda Honduras x (62) s
Argentina x (62) X Jamaica X
Bahamas Mexico X X
Barbados X Nicaragua X s
Bolivia X s Panama x (62) S
Brazil X Paraguay X X
Canada Peru x (62) s
Chile x (62) X St Christopher
Colombia x (62) s and Nevis
CostaRica x (62) s St Lucia
Cuba St Vincent and
Dominica The Grenadines
Dominican Republic X X Suriname x (62) X
Ecuador x (62) s Trinidad and Tobago
El Salvador X S United States of
Grenada X America s
Guatemala x (62) b Uruguay x (62) s
Haiti X s Venezuela x (62) S

s — denotes that country has signed but not yet ratified

x — denotes that country is a party, either through ratification or accession

(62) denotes Declaration under Article 62 recognizing as binding the jurisdiction of the
Inter-American Court of Human Rights (on all matters relating to the interpretation or
application of the American Convention)

This chart lists countries which were members of the 0as at the end of 1990.



COUNCIL OF EUROPE

European
Convention
for the
Protection of
Human
Rights and
Fundamental
Fraedoms
{1950)

Article 25

Austria
Belgium
Cyprus
Denmark
Finland
France
Germany, Federal Republic of
Greece
Hungary
Iceland
Ireland

Italy
Liechtenstein
Luxembourg
Malta
Netherlands
Norway
Portugal

San Marino
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland
Turkey
United Kingdom

s — denotes that country has signed but not yet ratified
x - denotes that country is a party, either through ratification or accession

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X ® X X X X X X X X

X X X X X X X X

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

X X X X X X X X

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Article 46

Protocol
No.6*

X ®© » X X X X 7]

X X

X X X X X X X

APPENDIX VI

European
Convention

for the

Prevention of
Torture and
Inhuman or
Degrading
Treatment or
Punishment (1987)

X

w X X X X X @

X X X X X X X X X X X ©® X X X

Article 25: denotes Declaration under Article 25 of the European Convention, recognizing

the competence of the European Commission of Human Rights to consider

individual complaints of violations of the Convention

Article 46: denotes Declaration under Article 46 of the European Convention, recognizing
as compulsory the jurisdiction of the European Court of Human Rights in all

matters concerning interpretation and application of the European Convention

* Protocol 6 to the European Convention on Human Rights: concerning abolition of the

death penalty (1983)

This chart lists countries which were members of the Council of Europe &t the end of

1990.
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OVERDUE REPORTS

A) BY STATES PARTIES TO THE INTERNATIONAL COVENANT ON CIVIL AND
POLITICAL RIGHTS

Governments which have ratified or acced-
ed to the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights (iccpr) are referred to
as “States Parties” to that treaty. Article 40
of the 1CCPR requires States Parties to sub-
mit reports to the United Nations (UN) “on
the measures they have adopted which
give effect to the rights recognized [in the
iccPr] and on the progress made in the
enjoyment of those rights”. The reports are
supposed to “indicate the factors and
difficulties, if any, affecting the implemen-
tation of the present Covenant”.

The initial report is due within one year
after the i1ccpr enters into force for the
particular state; subsequent reports are
due every five years. They are reviewed by
the Human Rights Committee, the body of
18 experts which monitors implementation

of the 1cCPR.

The Human Rights Committee has re-
peatedly expressed concern about the non-
compliance of states with their reporting
obligations.

The Committee noted that there may be
various reasons for reports being overdue,
including a shortage of resources, the as-
signment of insufficient priority, and in
some cases the reluctance of states to
expose themselves to scrutiny.

The uN General Assembly has urged
States Parties to the 1ccPR which have not
yet done so “to submit their reports as
speedily as possible”.

As of 31 December 1990 the following
states were at least one year late in submit-
ting their initial, second or third periodic
reports.

INMAL REPORTS
State Party Date due Number of
reminders sent
Gabon 20 April 1984 13
Niger 6 June 1987 7
Sudan ) 17 June 1987 7
Equatorial Guinea 24 December 1988 4
SECOND PERIODIC REPORTS
State Party Date due Number of
reminders sent
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 4 February 1983 15
Iran (Islamic Republic of) 21 March 1983 15
Bulgaria 28 April 1984 14
Cyprus 18 August 1984 14
Syrian Arab Republic 18 August 1984 14
Cook Islands (New Zealand) 27 March 1985 3
Gambia 21 June 1985 12
Suriname 2 August 1985 11
Venezuela 1 November 1985 11
Lebanon 21 March 1986 11
Kenya 11 April 1986 10
Mali 11 April 1986 10
United Republic of Tanzania 11 April 1986 10
Jamaica 1 August 1986 8
Netherlands Antilles 31 October 1986 3
Guyana 10 April 1987 8
Iceland 30 October 1987 7
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 13 December 1987 6
Peru 9 April 1988 5




APPENDIX VIlI

Egypt 13 April 1988 5
El Salvador 31 December 1988 4
Central African Republic 9 April 1989 3
Gabon 20 April 1989 3
Afghanistan 23 April 1989 3
Belgium 20 July 1989 3
Guinea 30 September 1989 3
Luxembourg 17 November 1989 2
THIRD PERIODIC REPORTS
State Party Date due Number of

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
Iran (Islamic Republic of)
Lebanon

Panama

Madagascar

Yugoslavia

Bulgaria

Romania

Cyprus

Syrian Arab Republic

reminders sent

o]

4 February 1988
21 March 1988
21 March 1988
6 June 1988

3 August 1988
3 August 1988
28 April 1989
28 April 1989
18 August 1989
18 August 1989

WWwWwWwnhn e, O

The Committee has extended the deadline for submission by the following countries
whose reports were due on the dates indicated:
Second Periodic Reports

St Vincent and the Grenadines
Bolivia
Viet Nam

8 February 1988
11 November 1988
23 December 1988

Third Periodic Reports

Zaire
Dominican Republic

30 January 1988
3 April 1989

B) BY STATES PARTIES TO THE CONVENTION AGAINST TORTURE AND OTHER
CRUEL, INHUMAN OR DEGRADING TREATMENT OR PUNISHMENT

Governments which have ratified or
acceded to the Convention against Torture
and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment are referred to as
“States Parties” to that treaty. Article 19 of
the Convention against Torture requires
States Parties to submit reports to the
United Nations “on the measures they
have taken to give effect to their under-
takings [under the Convention against
Torture}".

The initial report is due within one

year after the Convention against Torture
enters into force for the particular state;
supplementary reports are due every four
years and should cover ‘“any new
measures taken”. The reports are reviewed
by the Committee against Torture, the
body of 10 experts which monitors imple-
mentation of the Convention against
Torture.

As of 31 December 1990 the following
states were at least one year late in submit-
ting their initial reports.

INITIAL REPORTS
State Party Date due Number of
reminders sent
Belize 25 June 1988 4
Bulgaria 25 June 1988 4
Uganda 25 June 1988 4
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Uruguay
Panama
Luxembourg
Togo
Guyana
Peru

25 June 1988

22 September 1988
28 October 1988
17 December 1988
19 August 1989

7 October 1989

- N DD D

C) BY STATES PARTIES TO THE AFRICAN CHARTER ON HUMAN AND
PEOPLES’ RIGHTS

Governments which have ratified or acced-
ed to the African Charter on Human and
Peoples’ Rights are referred to as “States
Parties” to that treaty. Article 62 of the
African Charter requires States Parties to
submit reports every two years to the
African Commission on Human and
Peoples’ Rights, established under the
African Charter to monitor implementation

of that treaty, “on the legislative or other
measures taken with a view to giving effect
to the rights and freedoms recognized and
guaranteed by the [African Charter]”.

The African Commission, composed of
11 experts, reviews these reports. As of 31
December 1990 the following States Parties
were at least one year late in submitting
their initial reports.

INITIAL REPORTS
State Party Date due Number of
reminders sent
Benin 21 October 1988
Gabon 21 October 1988
Botswana 21 October 1988

Burkina Faso

Central African Republic
Comoros

Congo

Egypt

Gambia

Guinea

Guinea-Bissau

Liberia

Mali

Mauritania

Niger

Saharawi Arab Democratic Republic
Sdo Tomé and Principe
Senegal

Sierra Leone

Somalia

Sudan

Uganda

Tanzania

Zambia

Zimbabwe

Equatorial Guinea
Chad

Algeria

Zaire

Cape Verde

21 October 1988
21 October 1988
21 October 1988
21 October 1988
21 October 1988
21 October 1988
21 October 1988
21 October 1988
21 October 1988
21 October 1988
21 October 1988
21 October 1988
21 October 1988
21 October 1988
21 October 1988
21 October 1988
21 October 1988
21 October 1988
21 October 1988
21 October 1988
21 October 1988
21 October 1988
18 November 1988
11 February 1989
20 June 1989

28 October 1989
6 November 1989
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APPENDIX IX

BASIC PRINCIPLES ON THE USE OF FORCE AND
FIREARMS BY LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS

[These Principles were adopted by the Eighth United Nations Congress on the Prevention

of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders in Havana, Cuba, on 7 September 1990. T he

United Nations General Assembly subsequently welcomed these Principles in its
Resolution 45/121 of 14 December 1990 and invited all governments to be guided by them
in the formulation of appropriate legislation and practice and to make efforts to ensure
their implementation. T he text o f the Principles is set out below.]

General provisions

1. Governments and law enforcement
agencies shall adopt and implement rules
and regulations on the use of force and
firearms against persons by law
enforcement officials. In developing such
rules and regulations, Governments and
law enforcement agencies shall keep the
ethical issues associated with the use of
force and firearms constantly under review.

2. Governments and law enforcement
agencies should develop a range of means
as broad as possible and equip law
enforcement officials with various types of
weapons and ammunition that would
allow for a differentiated use of force and
firearms. These should include the
development of non-lethal incapacitating
weapons for use in appropriate situations,
with a view to increasingly restraining the
application of means capable of causing
death or injury to persons. For the same
purpose, it should also be possible for law
enforcement officials to be equipped with
self-defensive equipment such as shields,
helmets, bullet-proof vests and bullet-proof
means of transportation, in order to
decrease the need to use weapons of any
kind.

3. The development and deployment of
non-lethal incapacitating weapons should
be carefully evaluated in order to minimize
the risk of endangering uninvolved
persons, and the use of such weapons
should be carefully controlled.

4. Law enforcement officials, in carrying
out their duty, shall, as far as possible,
apply non-violent means before resorting
to the use of force and firearms. They may
use force and firearms only if other means
remain ineffective or without any promise
of achieving the intended result.

5. Whenever the lawful use of force and
firearms is unavoidable, law enforcement
officials shall:

(a) Exercise restraint in such useandactin
proportion to the seriousness of the offence
and the legitimate objective to be achieved;
(b) Minimize damage and injury, and
respect and preserve human life;

(c) Ensure that assistance and medical aid
are rendered to any injured or affected
persons at the earliest possible moment;
(d) Ensure that relatives or close friends of
the injured or affected person are notified
at the earliest possible moment.

6. Where injury or death is caused by the
use of force and firearms by law
enforcement officials, they shall report the
incident promptly to their superiors, in
accordance with principle 22.

7. Governments shall ensure that arbitrary
or abusive use of force and firearms by law
enforcement officials is punished as a
criminal offence under their law.

8. Exceptional circumstances such as
internal political instability or any other
public emergency may not be invoked to
justify any departure from these basic
principles.

Special provisions

9. Law enforcement officials shall not use
firearms against persons except in self-
defence or defence of others against the
imminent threat of death or serious injury,
to prevent the perpetration of a particularly
serious crime involving grave threat to life,
to arrest a person presenting such a danger
and resisting their authority, or to prevent
his or her escape, and only when less
extreme means are insufficient to achieve
these objectives. In any event, intentional
lethal use of firearms may only be made
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when strictly unavoidable in order to
protect life.

10. In the circumstances provided for
under principle 9, law enforcement
officials shall identify themselves as such
and give a clear warning of their intent to
use firearms, with sufficient time for the
warning to be observed, unless to do so
would unduly place the law enforcement
officials at risk or would create a risk of
death or serious harm to other persons, or
would be clearly inappropriate or pointless
in the circumstances of the incident.

11. Rules and regulations on the use of
firearms by law enforcement officials
should include guidelines that:

(a) Specify the circumstances under which
law enforcement officials are authorized to
carry firearms and prescribe the types of
firearms and ammunition permitted;

(b) Ensure that firearms are used only in
appropriate circumstances and in a manner
likely to decrease the risk of unnecessary
harm;

(c) Prohibit the use of these firearms and
ammunition that cause unwarranted injury
or present an unwarranted risk;

(d) Regulate the control, storage and
issuing of firearms, including procedures
for ensuring that law enforcement officials
are accountable for the firearms and
ammunition issued to them;

(e) Provide for warnings to be given, if
appropriate, when firearms are to be
discharged;

(f) Provide for a system of reporting
whenever law enforcement officials use
firearms in the performance of their duty.

Policing unlawful assemblies

12. As everyone is allowed to participate in
lawful and peaceful assemblies, in
accordance with the principles embodied
in the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights, Governments
and law enforcement agencies and officials
shall recognize that force and firearms may
be used only in accordance with principles
13 and 14.

13. In the dispersal of assemblies that are
unlawful but nen-violent, law enforcement
officials shall avoid the use of force or,
where that is not practicable, shall restrict
such force to the minimum extent necessary.

14. In the dispersal of violent assemblies,
law enforcement officials may use firearms
only when less dangerous means are not
practicable and-only to the minimum
extent necessary. Law enforcement officials
shall not use firearms in such cases, except
under the conditions stipulated in
principle 9.

Policing persons in custody or detention
15. Law enforcement officials, in their
relations with persons in custody or
detention, shall not use force, except when
strictly necessary for the maintenance of
security and order within the institution,
or when personal safety is threatened.

16. Law enforcement officials, in their
relations with persons in custody or
detention, shall not use firearms, except in
self-defence or in the defence of others
against the immediate threat of death or
serious injury, or when strictly necessary
to prevent the escape of a person in
custody or detention presenting the danger
referred to in principle 9.

17. The preceding principles are without
prejudice to the rights, duties and
responsibilities of prison officials, as set
out in the Standard Minimum Rules for the
Treatment of Prisoners, particularly rules
33, 34 and 54.

Qualifications, training and counselling
18. Governments and law enforcement
agencies shall ensure that all law
enforcernent officials are selected by proper
screening procedures, have appropriate
moral, psychological and physical qualities
for the effective exercise of their functions
and receive continuous and thorough
professional training. Their continued
fitness to perform these functions should
be subject to periodic review.

19. Governments and law enforcement
agencies shall ensure that all law
enforcement officials are provided with
training and are tested in accordance with
appropriate proficiency standards in the
use of force. Those law enforcement
officials who are required to carry firearms
should be authorized to do so only upon
completion of special training in their use.

20. In the training of law enforcement
officials, Governments and law




enforcement agencies shall give special
attention to issues of police ethics and
human rights, especially in the
investigative process, to alternatives to the
use of force and firearms, including the
peaceful settlement of conflicts, the
understanding of crowd behaviour, and the
methods of persuasion, negotiation and
mediation, as well as to technical means,
with a view to limiting the use of force and
firearms. Law enforcement agencies should
review their training programmes and
operational procedures in the light of
particular incidents.

21. Governments and law enforcement
agencies shall make stress counselling
available to law enforcement officials who
are involved in situations where force and
firearms are used.

Reporting and review procedures

22. Governments and law enforcement
agencies shall establish effective reporting
and review procedures for all incidents
referred to in principles 6 and 11 (f). For
incidents reported pursuant to these
principles, Governments and law
enforcement agencies shall ensure that an
effective review process is available and
that independent administrative or
prosecutorial authorities are in a position
to exercise jurisdiction in appropriate
circumstances. In cases of death and
serious injury or other grave consequences,
a detailed report shall be sent promptly to
the competent authorities responsible for
administrative review and judicial control.

APPENDIX IX

23. Persons affected by the use of force and
firearms or their legal representatives shall
have access to an independent process,
including a judicial process. In the event of

| the death of such persons, this provision

shall apply to their dependants
accordingly.

24. Governments and law enforcement
agencies shall ensure that superior officers
are held responsible if they know, or
should have known, that law enforcement
officials under their command are
resorting, or have resorted, to the unlawful
use of force and firearms, and they did not
take all measures in their power to prevent,
suppress orreport such use.

25. Governments and law enforcement
agencies shall ensure that no criminal or
disciplinary sanction is imposed on law
enforcement officials who, in compliance
with the Code of Conduct for Law
Enforcement Officials and these basic
principles, refuse to carry out an order to
use force and firearms, or who report such
use by other officials.

26. Obedience to superior orders shall be
no defence if law enforcement officials
knew that an order to use force and
firearms resulting in the death or serious
injury of a person was manifestly unlawful
and had a reasonable opportunity to refuse
to follow it. In any case, responsibility also
rests on the superiors who gave the
unlawful orders.
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BASIC PRINCIPLES ON THE ROLE OF LAWYERS

[These Principles were adopted by the Eighth United Nations Congress on the Prevention
of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders in Havana, Cuba. on 7 September 1990. The
United Nations General Assembly subsequently welcomed these Principles in its
Resolution 45/121 of 14 December 1990 and invited all governments to be guided by them
in the formulation of appropriate legislation and practice and to make efforts to ensure
theirimplementation. The text of the Principles is set out below ]

Access to lawyers and legal services

1. All persons are entitled to call upon the
assistance of a lawyer of their choice to
protect and establish their rights and to
defend them in all stages of criminal
proceedings.

2. Governments shall ensure that efficient
procedures and responsive mechanisms for
effective and equal access to lawyers are
provided for all persons within their

territory and subject to their jurisdiction,
without distinction of any kind, such as
discrimination based on race, colour,

ethnic origin, sex, language, religion,

political or other opinion, national or

social origin, property, birth, economic or
other status. |
3. Governments shall ensure the provision |
of sufficient funding and other resources

for legal services to the poor and, as
necessary, to other disadvantaged persons.
Professional associations of lawyers shall
co-operate in the organization and

provision of services, facilities and other

| resources.

4. Governments and professional
associations of lawyers shall promote
programmes to inform the public about
their rights and duties under the law and
the important role of lawyers in protecting
their fundamental freedoms. Special
attention should be given to assisting the
poor and other disadvantaged persons so as
to enable them to assert their rights and
where necessary call upon the assistance of
lawyers.

Special safeguards in criminal justice
matters

5. Governments shall ensure that all

persons are immediately informed by the
competent authority of their right to be |
assisted by a lawyer of their own choice

upon arrest or detention or when charged
with a criminal offence.

6. Any such persons who do not have a
lawyer shall, in all cases in which the
interests of justice so require, be entitled to
have a lawyer of experience and
competence commensurate with the nature
of the offence assigned to them in order to
provide effective legal assistance, without
payment by them if they lack sufficient
means to pay for such services.

7. Governments shall further ensure that all
persons arrested or detained, with or
without criminal charge, shall have prompt
access to a lawyer, and in any case not later
than forty-eight hours from the time of
arrest or detention.

8. All arrested, detained or imprisoned
persons shall be provided with adequate
opportunities, time and facilities to be
visited by and to communicate and consult
with alawyer, without delay, interception
or censorship and in full confidentiality.
Such consultations may be within sight,
but not within the hearing, of law
enforcement officials.

Qualifications and training

9. Governments, professional associations
oflawyers and educational institutions
shall ensure that lawyers have appropriate
education and training and be made aware
of the ideals and ethical duties of the
lawyer and of human rights and
fundamental freedoms recognized by
national and international law.

10. Governments, professional associations
of lawyers and educational institutions
shall ensure that there is no discrimination
against a person with respect to entry into
or continued practice within the legal
profession on the grounds of race, colour,




sex, ethnic origin, religion, political or
other opinion, national or social origin,
property, birth, economic or other status,
except that a requirement, that a lawyer
must be a national of the country
concerned, shall not be considered
discriminatory.

11. In countries where there exist groups,
communities or regions whose needs for
legal services are not met, particularly
where such groups have distinct cultures,
traditions or languages or have been the
victims of past discrimination,
Governments, professional associations of
lawyers and educational institutions
should take special measures to provide
opportunities for candidates from these
groups to enter the legal profession and
should ensure that they receive training
appropriate to the needs of their groups.

Duties and responsibilities

12. Lawyers shall at all times maintain the
honour and dignity of their profession as
essential agents of the administration of
justice.

13. The duties of lawyers towards their
clients shall include:

(a) Advising clients as to their legal rights
and obligations, and as to the working of
the legal system in so far as it is relevant to
the legal rights and obligations of the
clients;

(b) Assisting clients in every appropriate
way, and taking legal action to protect their
interests;

(c) Assisting clients before courts, tribunals
or administrative authorities, where
appropriate.

14. Lawyers, in protecting the rights of
their clients and in promoting the cause of
justice, shall seek to uphold human rights
and fundamental freedoms recognized by
national and international law and shall at
all times act freely and diligently in
accordance with the law and recognized
standards and ethics of the legal
profession.

15. Lawyers shall always loyally respect
the interests of their clients.

Guarantees for the functioning of lawyers
16. Governments shall ensure that lawyers
(a) are able to perform all of their

APPENDIX X

| professional functions without

intimidation, hindrance, harassment or
improper interference;

(b) are able to travel and to consult with

their clients freely both within their own
country and abroad; and

(c) shall not suffer, or be threatened with,
prosecution or administrative, economic or
other sanctions for any action taken in
accordance with recognized professional
duties, standards and ethics. |

17. Where the security of lawyers is
threatened as a result of discharging their
functions, they shall be adequately
safeguarded by the authorities.

18. Lawyers shall not be identified with
their clients or their clients’ causes as a
result of discharging their functions.

19. No court or administrative authority
before whom the right to counsel is
recognized shall refuse to recognize the
right of a lawyer to appear before it for his
or her client unless that lawyer has been
disqualified in accordance with national
law and practice and in conformity with
these principles.

20. Lawyers shall enjoy civil and penal
immunity forrelevant statements made in
good faith in written or oral pleadings or in I
their professional appearances before a
court, tribunal or other legal or
administrative authority.

21. It is the duty of the competent
authorities to ensure lawyers access to
appropriate information, files and
documents in their possession or control in
sufficient time to enable lawyers to provide
effective legal assistance to their clients.
Such access should be provided at the
earliestappropriate time.

22. Governments shall recognize and
respect that all communications and
consultations between lawyers and their
clients within their professional
relationship are confidential.

Freedom of expression and association
23. Lawyers like other citizens are entitled
to freedom of expression, belief,
association and assembly. In particular,
they shall have the right to take part in

public discussion of matters concerning |
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the law, the administration of justice and
the promotion and protection of human
rights and to join or form local, national or
international organizations and attend their
meetings, without suffering professional
restrictions by reason of their lawful action
or their membership in a lawful
organization. In exercising these rights,
lawyers shall always conduct themselves
in accordance with the law and the
recognized standards and ethics of the
legal profession.

Professional associations of lawyers

24. Lawyers shall be entitled to form and
join self-governing professional
associations to represent their interests,
promote their continuing education and
training and protect their professional
integrity. The executive body of the
professional associations shall be elected
by its members and shall exercise its
functions without external interference.

25. Professional associations of lawyers
shall co-operate with Governments to
ensure that everyone has effective and
equal access to legal services and that
lawyers are able, without improper
interference, to counsel and assist their
clients in accordance with the law and
recognized professional standards and
ethics.

Disciplinary proceedings

26. Codes of professional conduct for
lawyers shall be established by the legal
profession through its appropriate organs,
or by legislation, in accordance with
national law and custom and recognized
international standards and norms.

27. Charges or complaints made against
lawyers in their professional capacity shall
be processed expeditiously and fairly
under appropriate procedures. Lawyers
shall have the right to a fair hearing,
including the right to be assisted by a
lawyer of their choice.

28. Disciplinary proceedings against
lawyers shall be brought before an
impartial disciplinary committee
established by the legal profession, before
an independent statutory authority, or
before a court, and shall be subject to an
independent judicial review.

29. All disciplinary proceedings shall be
determined in accordance with the code of
professional conduct and other recognized
standards and ethics of the legal profession
and in the light of these principles.
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PROTOCOL TO THE AMERICAN CONVENTION ON
HUMAN RIGHTS TO ABOLISH THE DEATH
PENALTY

Adopted by the General Assembly of the Organization of American States at its 20th
Regular Session on 8 June 1990 in Asuncién, Paraguay. At the end of the year the
Protocol had been signed by five states: Ecuador, Nicaragua, Panama, Uruguay and
| Venezuela. It had not yet beenratified by any state.

The States Parties to this Protocol, |
Considering:
That Article 4 of the American Convention |
on Human Rights recognizes the right to
life and restricts the application of the I
death penalty;
That everyone has the inalienable right to
respect for his life, a right that cannot be

| suspended for any reason;

| That the tendency among the American |
States is to be in favor of abolition of the
death penalty;
That application of the death penalty has
irrevocable consequences, forecloses the
correction of judicial error, and precludes
any possibility of changing or
rehabilitating those convicted;
That the abolition of the death penalty
helps to ensure more effective protection
of the right to life;
That an international agreement must be
arrived at that will entail a progressive
development of the American Convention |
on Human Rights, and |
That States Parties to the American
Convention on Human Rights have
expressed their intention to adopt an
international agreement with a view to
consolidating the practice of not applying

| the death penalty in the Americas,
Have agreed to sign the following Protocol |
to the American Convention on Human
Rights to Abolish the Death Penalty

|
|
Article 1 |
The States Parties to this Protocol shall not

apply the death penalty in their territory |
to any person subject to their jurisdiction. |

Article 2

1. No reservations may be made to this
Protocol. However, at the time of
ratification or accession, the States Parties

to this instrument may declare that they I
reserve the right to apply the death

penalty in wartime in accordance with
international law, for extremely serious
crimes of a military nature.

2. The State Party making this reservation |
shall, upon ratification or accession,

inform the Secretary General of the
Organization of American States of the
pertinent provisions of its national
legislation applicable in wartime, as |
referred to in the preceding paragraph.

3. Said State Party shall notify the

Secretary General of the Organization of
American States of the beginning or end of
any state of war in effect in its territory.

Article 3

This Protocol shall be open for signature
and ratification or accession by any State
Party to the American Convention on
Human Rights.

Ratification of this Protocol or accession
thereto shall be made through the deposit
of an instrument of ratification or
accession with the General Secretariat of
the Organization of American States.

Article 4

This Protocol shall enter into force among
the States that ratify or accede to it when
they deposit their respective instruments
of ratification or accession with the
General Secretariat of the Organization of

American States.
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SELECTED STATISTICS

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
MEMBERSHIP
At the beginning of 1991 there were more
than 6,000 local Amnesty International
groups in over 70 countries. There were
more than 1,100,000 members, subscribers
and regular donors in over 150 countries.

PRISONER CASES AND RELEASES

At the end of 1990 Amnesty International
was working on more than 3,000 cases
involving over 4,500 individuals adopted
as prisoners of conscience or under investi-
gation as possible prisoners of conscience.
During the year action began on 1,683 new
cases involving more than 2,000 individ-
uals. A total of 1,609 cases involving the
release of prisoners of conscience or those
under investigation as possible prisoners of
conscience was recorded.

URGENT ACTION APPEALS
During 1990 Amnesty International initi-
ated 823 Urgent Action appeals on behalf
of 3,626 people in 90 countries. Of these
appeals, 139 were prompted by reports of
torture and 21 were made on behalf of
prisoners in a critical state of health and
urgently in need of medical treatment.
Some 83 appeals were issued in cases of
arbitrary arrest, prolonged incommunicado
detention, detention without charge or trial
or unfair trial. Some 160 appeals related to
extrajudicial killings or “disappearances”
and 70 were made on behalf of prisoners
sentenced to death. Twenty-six appeals

related to death threats and 20 to ill-
treatment. Others were issued in cases of
deaths in detention, risk of refoulement,
amputation, hunger-strike and political
executions.

REGIONAL ACTION NETWORKS
Amnesty International’s Regional Action
Networks deal with human rights abuses in
every country of the world. During 1990
participants in these 21 networks remained
ready to take action when abuses occurred
in Africa, the Americas, Asia and the
Pacific, Europe and the Middle East and
North Africa. In 1990 the Regional Action
Networks worked on the cases of thou-
sands of victims of human rights viol-
ations.

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL FUNDING
The budget adopted by Amnesty
International for 1990 was £10,100,000.
This sum represents between 25 and 30 per
cent of the estimated income likely to be
raised during the year by the movement's
national sections. Amnesty International’s
national sections and local volunteer
groups are responsible for funding the
movement. There is no central fund-raising
program and no money is sought or accept-
ed from governments. The donations that
sustain Amnesty International’s work come
from its members and the public.
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