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For details on this funding, see the Lead Inspector General reports on Operation Inherent Resolve, 2015 - 2023, 1%
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) MSF, Between Two Fires: Danger and Desperation in Syria’s Al-Hol Camp (previously cited), pp. 17 and 31. ***

Special Rapporteur on Counterterrorism, Technical Visit to the Northeast of the Syrian Arab Republic: End of Mission Statement, 21 July 2023 (previously cited), p. 2.5
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Justification for FY 2023 Overseas Operations Counter-Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) Train and Equip Fund (CTEF), 32

https: / / comptroller.defense.gov /Portals /45 / Documents / defbudget / FY2023 /FY2023_CTEF_J-Book.pdf, p.24.
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Lead Inspector General, Operation Inherent Resolve Quarterly Report to the US Congress, January - March 2020, 1332

https:/ /media.defense.gov/ 2020 /May/13/2002298979/-1/-1/1/LIG_OIR_Q2 MAR2020_GOLD_508_0513.PDF, p. 59.

UK government, “Response from the government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland” (previously cited). 3%

Paul Calvert, “CJTFOIR commander speaks on SDF and Global Coalition successes in defeating ISIS”, 1 August 2021, https:/ /www.youtubecom/watch?v=q97HwOu-2K0, 1334
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United States Department of State
Washington, DC 20520

April 1, 2024

Mr. Wells:

Thank you for your March 8 letter. The United States and international partners
remain committed to addressing the dire humanitarian and security challenges at
al-Hol camp, Roj camp, and detention centers in northeast Syria. We share many
of your concerns and have been both working to address them and continue to
call on the international community to aid local entities’ management of these
challenges since ISIS’ territorial defeat. We are focused on advancing justice and
accountability efforts for abuses committed by all parties over the past thirteen
years in Syria. We take seriously and remain deeply concerned about reports of
human rights abuses including extrajudicial killings; torture and cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment; arbitrary detention; and enforced
disappearance. We continuously urge all actors in Syria, including the Syrian
Democratic Forces (SDF), to uphold human rights, protect civilians, and to respond
appropriately to allegations of abuse and civilian harm, including by holding
perpetrators accountable as appropriate.

The SDF remains a capable military partner in the fight against ISIS and, as a
nonstate actor, shoulders an outsized burden in the effort to ensure ISIS’ defeat.
The only long-term, durable solution to these challenges is the repatriation or
return of displaced persons and detainees to their countries or areas of origin so
they can rejoin society and, where appropriate, be held responsible for their
crimes by competent rights respecting judicial processes. We are making
progress. In 2023, nearly 5,500 people were repatriated or returned to their
community or country of origin from northeast Syria, including over 700 non-
Syrian, non-Iragi nationals to 20 different countries. However, much remains to
be done.

We are committed to supporting our local partners both to improve security and
humanitarian conditions at al-Hol and Roj displaced persons camps, as well as to
address the concerns and conditions your organization has identified in detention
and youth centers, and to ensure that these remaining populations receive better
services and protection.
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Through its partnerships with UN humanitarian agencies and NGOs, the U.S.
government provides life-saving humanitarian assistance to the almost 43,000
people living in al-Hol, most of whom are children, including funding for camp
management, food assistance, health care, education, psychosocial support
services, and clean water and sanitation.

The imperative of repatriation also extends to those individuals in custody in SDF
detention facilities in northeast Syria, including those referenced in your
correspondence. Conditions remain very much of concern, and we continue to
work with the SDF to support humane and secure detention practices, and to
improve conditions in these facilities, including by providing nutritional
supplements, facilitating training, funding facility upgrades, and working with
partners to address medical needs such as tuberculosis.

We are urging local authorities both to consult organizations such as UNICEF and
to give paramount consideration to the best interests of children and ultimately
move the hundreds of detainees under the age of 18 out of detention and into
dedicated youth facilities. Our priority is that these vulnerable youth be
repatriated or, where appropriate, reunited with their families while they await
repatriation. We also share your concern about reports of youth removed from
al-Hol and Roj camps to both youth centers and detention facilities. We have and
will continue to engage local authorities to ensure that any decision to place a
child in a youth facility is taken only after a thorough assessment of the best
interest of the child. In such cases where immediate repatriation, family
reunification, or alternative care are not possible, we advocate for placement in
appropriate civilian-managed youth centers that offer essential support for these
vulnerable youth. We continue to track this issue closely and report on it in the
Department of State's annual Human Rights Report for Syria.

Combined Joint Task Force-Operation Inherent Resolve (CITF-OIR) works with
Vetted Syrian Groups and Individuals (VSGI) in the SDF to help them identify, plan,
and implement measures supporting detention facilities and their operations’
compliance with standards set by the law of armed conflict, and consistent with
internationally recognized human rights principles, the United Nations Convention
Relating to the Status of Refugees, and the Convention Against Torture and Other
Cruel, Inhuman, or Degrading Treatment or Punishment. CITF-OIR likewise assists
VSGI to improve the safety and welfare of al-Hol and Roj camp residents. VSGI are
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appropriately vetted, including for their commitment to promoting respect for
human rights and the rule of law, in accordance with National Defense
Authorization Act Section 1209. Reports of misconduct by VSGI are investigated
as appropriate, to determine the alleged perpetrators’ continued eligibility for
U.S-funded support, and U.S. forces notify reportable incidents of violations of
the law of armed conflict to appropriate command and local authorities,
consistent with the Department of Defense Directive 2311.01, “DoD Law of War
Program."

’

We support the efforts of the UN International, Impartial and Independent
Mechanism (IlIM), the UN Commission of Inquiry on Syria, and Syrian and other
civil society organizations to document, preserve, and analyze allegations of
human rights abuses. Such documentation supports criminal accountability
efforts, like those we see in third country investigations and prosecutions. We
also support family and survivor groups to determine the fate and whereabouts of
their missing and disappeared loved ones, including those disappeared by ISIS.
These efforts include data collection, memorialization, advocacy, investigations,
forensic identification, and securing mass and clandestine graves. Our sanctions
and visa restrictions also remain important tools to promote accountability for

human rights abuses committed by any actor in Syria.

On efforts to identify and support trafficking victims, as reported in the
Department of State's annual Trafficking in Persons Report for several years,
trafficking victims - including children forcibly recruited or used by armed groups,
women and girls exploited in sex trafficking, and Yezidi women and girls exploited
in sexual slavery - are in al-Hol and Roj camps in northeast Syria and possibly
inappropriately detained in detention centers. The United States encourages
governments and other responsible entities, including our local partner in
northeast Syria, to screen vulnerable populations, such as women and children
previously associated with armed groups in Syria, for trafficking indicators and
refer any identified victims to appropriate specialized services.

Regarding those individuals repatriated from northeast Syria, the United States
has supported and remains committed to helping the international community
address the challenges of rehabilitating and reintegrating returnees by providing a
range of assistance to foreign governments to facilitate repatriations via support
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for air travel, security, logistical support, and case assessments of the detainee
population.

Repatriations of Iragis from SDF-secured facilities are conducted based on
arrangements made between the SDF and Government of Irag. The reported
instances of torture and other ill-treatment of repatriated Iragis after they entered
Iraq that Amnesty cited are concerning. We note the United States stands by its
commitment to the principle of non-refoulement and continues to call on Iraq,
and all countries, to act in accordance with their non-refoulement obligations.
Moreover, the United States underscores to countries that repatriate their
citizens, including those for whom we facilitate repatriations, the imperative to
treat individuals humanely and in accordance with receiving countries’ obligations
under domestic and international law, including with regard to ensuring due
process. We likewise raise these matters, and other concerns documented in the
Department of State’s annual Human Rights Report, with Iraqi and other country
authorities around the world. Additionally, U.S.-funded courses for partner
security forces include training on human rights and reducing civilian harm, and all
participants in U.S.-funded security courses or end users of U.S.-funded equipment
undergo vetting to ensure that they have not been credibly implicated in gross
violations of human rights.

We look forward to our continued engagement with Amnesty International on
these important matters.

Sincerely,

{0 bl

Ethan A. Goldrich
Deputy Assistant Secretary
Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs
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Stephen Hickey
Director

@ Middie East and North Africa
FCDO

Foreign, Commonwealth King Charles Street
London SW1A 2AH
& Development Office T +44 (0)20 7008 3640

www.gov.uk/fcdo

Dear Mr. Wells,

Thank you for your letter dated 12 March 2024 regarding Amnesty International’'s
research on people with perceived Daesh affiliation in north-east Syria.

As Syria enters its 14th year of conflict, the situation is dire. Humanitarian need is
worsening, and high levels of violence continue across the whole country. The UK
closed its Embassy in Syria in 2012 and since that time has worked from outside the
country. Humanitarian assistance and accountability for the range of atrocities
committed against Syrians, regardless of perpetrator, remain priorities for the UK.
We maintain a ‘whole of Syria’ approach, so while your letter focuses on the north-
east, some of this response necessarily sets out our approach in this wider context.

The UK continues to use its membership of multilateral fora to focus intemational
attention on human rights violations and abuses in Syria. This includes through our
permanent position on the UN Security Council and as penholder for the Human
Rights Council’s Syria resolutions. To date, we have contributed over £4 billion to
supporting those affected by the Syrian conflict. This includes over £14 million
towards international efforts to gather evidence and assist victims.

As a member of the Global Coalition against Daesh, the UK continues to work with
the Coalition and its local security partners in Syria and Iraq to tackle the threat from
Daesh and prevent its resurgence. This includes extensive humanitarian
programming aimed at preventing and responding to civilian protection risks and
improving conditions for camp populations in north-east Syria.

We provide support to internally displaced persons camps, offering multi-sector
assistance, including medical, child protection, water and sanitation hygiene (WaSH)
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and education services. We also provide humanitarian assistance to minors to
improve basic conditions, provide psycho-social support and education, and explore
pathways for release and reintegration.

The UK has robust processes in place to ensure that projects funded by the UK meet
our human rights obligations and values. This includes publicly available HMG
guidance that sets out the human rights risks that must be considered prior to
providing justice or security sector assistance.

In terms of impact, in financial year 2022/23, the UK’s humanitarian assistance in
north-east Syria supported over 225,000 medical consultations, provided over 4,000
people with mental health support and over 2,700 people with cash and voucher
assistance. The UK has also supported over 6,000 people with sexual and gender-
based violence services, as well as 9,000 people with sexual and reproductive
services in Al Hol camp.

Your letter mentions tuberculosis (TB). The UK is extremely concerned about the
humanitarian implications of the TB outbreak in detention facilities in north-east Syria
and for the wider community. We are coordinating closely with partners and
humanitarian actors to respond, and we will continue working with international
partners, including the UN, on opportunities to improve humanitarian programme
coverage, access and coordination in north-east Syria.

However, ultimately, responsibility for detention and camp facilities and the
wellbeing, detention, transfer or prosecution of detainees is a matter for authorities
under whose jurisdiction individuals are detained. We remain clear that all parties to
the Syrian conflict must respect their obligations and responsibilities towards civilians
under international law.

Yours sincerely,

Aol 24

Stephen Hickey
Director Middle East and North Africa




S uﬁn il Al

\z_m;\_m@_\)o\ﬂ

s ol Lslala) L) axai)

info@amnesty.org WA www.facebook.com/AmnestyArabic f

+44 (0)20 7413 5500 v\;) @AmnestyAR  |Nf




Index: MDE 24/7752/2024
April 2024

amnesty.org

MJAJ\ ﬁﬁ.’\ﬁ 2\..4:\} gﬁci uﬁ
;\g-a').u}”



	MDE2477522024_AR_Aftermath
	MAY24-MEN12-NES AR compiled report_formatted_30102024
	MDE2477522024_AR_Aftermath
	MDE2477522024_AR_Aftermath

