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TAKE A STEP TO
STAMP OUT TORTURE

T IIREF. WON

aged between 10 and 1 2 :ire

held in an Istanbul police station on

suspicion of theft. Officers reportedly uri-

nate on them, make them lie on human

excrement :Ind sexually assault them.

The children arc then beaten and given

electric shocks to try and make them

confess. Trtzux 1997

A N 11-YEAR-4ILD GIRL

who has 11)51 her

way near Khartoum is questioned by

fOur police officers. She is taken to a

police station where one officer reported-

ly strips and rapes her in Iront of the

other three. SUDAN 1999

A DE„,..:F.

in a so-called "filtration- camp

witnesses a 1 ,I-veal•-old girl being raped by

several Russian prison guards in the corridor

outside the cells in which he and other

Chechen detainees are held. For four days she

is hicked in a cell beaten and repeatedly

raped by guards. CIIFAlINVA 2000

A covPLE

are interrogated by police in Tamil

Nadu. 'They are hung from the roof and

beaten. The wife is stripped and threatened

with rape. Officers bite her breasts and kick her

genitals. They throw chilli powder in her hus-

band's eyes and pierce his nails and tongue with

needles. Ile dies of his injuries. IxInA 1998

E ACH OF THE STORIES ON THE LEFT

bears witness to

the unique and often unimaginable suffering of

very different people in very different circum-

stances. Yet taken together they give us a glimpse of

one of- the stark realities of today's world: the persist-

ence and prevalence of torture.

Thrturc is usually carded out in secret. Torturers and

those who protect them often go to great lengths to

cover their tracks :and silence the victims. Despite this,

since 1997 Al has received reports of torture or ill-

treatment by state of ficials ill moll! than 150 countries.

Beatings are the most widespread form of torture or

ill-treatment. The word mav sound fairly banal: die

reality is not. People :ire beaten with fists, sticks, gun-

butts, makeshift whips, iron pipes, baseball bats, elec-

tric flex... the list gin.s on. The victims suffer bruises,

ternal bleeding, broken bones, lost teeth, ruptured

organs. Some die. Others bear the physical and mental

scars fin: the rest of their lives.

In many countries torturers continue to abuse and

mutilate their victims, safe in the knowledge that they

will never be tried or punished fOr their actions. Al's

research clearly shows how the failure (4- governments

to bring tottnicis to.justice creates a chmate which

encourages continued abuse. Imptmity fin- the tortur-

ers also means denying,justice to victims.

Societies which tolerate discrimination and preju-

dice make it easier for some people to be viewed as

"less than human-, putting them at increased risk of

torture. Al's case files testifV to the hnk between dis-

ciimination and the risk of torture.

According to Als research, many if not most of the

victims of police brutality in Europe and the US.A are

black or members of other ethnic minorities.

Discrimination against women ofien takes violent

forms and then deprives them of the means of bring-

ing their abusers to justice. .1-he criminah/ation of

homosexuality in many countries contimies to put les-

bian, gay:. bisexual and transgewh.red people at greater

risk of violent assault both by police and by others who

believe that such violence is endorsed IA the state.

In October Al launched a worldwide campaign to

put an end to hnitire, 'lake a %hit to Alamp out tontare.

Add your voice to the campaign.

C.ontact your national Al office and ask for infOr-

illation about how hrjoin the campaign.

Become a member of Al :nill other local ;ind inter-

national human rights organilations which fight torture.

Make a donation to support Al's work.

Register to take :Iction against torture at

www.stoptorture.org
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SPAIN STILL IN THE DARK OVER DEATH IN CUSTODY
NTONIO FONSECA MENDES, a native of' Guinea-
Bissau, who lived in Madrid and was holidaying

with his sister in Arrecife, Lanzarote, died at a
police station after being arrested on 20 May for
alleged possession of drugs. A Spanish national also
held in custody that Mght, and now in hiding,
claimed he had been the terrified witness of
AnMnio Fonseca's death by sustained punchings,
kicknigs and use of a club. The emergency doctor
who tried to resuscitate him expressed surprise to
have found the young man's body lying on the floor
in a poorly lit corridor. By the light of a torch he
could not see if the body showed any signs of injury.

The first autopsy. conducted by a local forensic
doctor, appeared to corroborate the police claim
that no ill-treatment had occurred and that AntOnio
Fonseca may have died of natural causes or after
ingesting drugs. A second autopsy, by a professor of
forensic science fnun Madrid, concluded that, on
the contrary, there was no doubt that AntOnio
Fonseca had received a fatal blow from a "blunt
object" to the right side of the neck. No evidence of
drugs was found.

The police have issued several varying and some-
times apparently omtradictory statements, and tlw
police commissniner i d Arrecife accused AntOnio
Fonseca's relatives of "manipulating" the body in
the mortuary after the first autopsy to make it look
as though he had been beaten by the police. This
was categorically denied by the professor of forensic
science as well as by the family. On 20 September
the Minister of the Interior told the Spanish
Parliament that an internal Ministry inquiry had
found no evidence of pilice ill-treatment and that
no disciplinary action would be taken against the
officers. AI is concerned that such a statement
should be made while the judicial investigation con-
limit's and while many sernms questions about the
death have yet to be explained.

Al, which has called for a prompt and thorough
,judicial investigation into the circumstances of
Antonio Fonseca's death, is concerned about a
growing number of reports of race-related ill-
treatment at a time when unprecedented waves of
new immigrants are arriving daily in the Canary
Islands, Andalucia and elsewhere.

Antonio Fonseca
Mendes private PAKISTAN ELDERLY SUFI SENTENCED TO DEATH FOR BLASPHEMY

Previous page:
Togolese woman
fleeing torture in
her country waits
for news of her
asylum applica-
tion in a US jail,
December 1998.
© .1P//he Dallas
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y OUSUF All,

a Sufi mystic, was convicted
of blasphemy and sentenced to death

on 5 August. (lontrary to international
standards, laws remain on Pakistan's
statute books crinnnalizing the expression
and practice of specific religious ideas.

There ire concerns that the trial may
not have been conducted in accordance
with international standards of fair trial.
The,judgment in the case shows little evi-
dence for the assertion that liousuf Ali
claimed lie was a prophet. 11c lias
denied making such claims and some of
the pnisecution witnesses admitted that
they had not hilly understood what
Yousuf Ali had meant by his statements.

'Hie blasphemy law of Pakistan con-
tained in Section 295C of the Pakistan
Penal Code prescribes the mandatory
death penalty fOr anyone found to have
"by words ... or visible representation ... 


or hy any imputation, innuendo, or
insinuation, directly or indirectly, defiled
the name of the floly Prophet
Muhammad." Charges have been
brought under this law by religious fun-
damentalist gomps to stifle the expres-
sion of religious diversity. The law has
also frequently been abused to imprison
people in cases where the real motives
are busniess rivalry or land issues.

(HMI Executive General Peryez
Musharraf anruninced in April that, to
reduce abuse of the law, procedural
changes would be introduced whereby
charges would need to be approved by' a
senior administrative official before
being registered. However, in May the
old procedures were reinstated, on the
grounds that the alma (Islamic scholars)
and the people had "unanimously"
demanded it.

Human rights organizations, including
Al, have called for the repeal of the blas-
phemy law and for introduction of such
procedural safeguards as those which
were promised and withdrawn, as long as
the law remains on the statute book.

WHAT YOU CAN DO:

Please write, calling for the immediate
and unconditional release of Thusuf Ali
as a prisoner of conscience, detained
solely for the exercise of his right to free-
dom of religion. Urge also that the pro-
posed procedural changes to the blas-
phemy laws be instituted pending repeal
of the law, which violates the right to
freedom of religion. Write to: Chief
Executive General Pervez Musharraf,
Pakistan Secretariat, General Block,
Islamabad, Pakistan,

EUROPE MARSEILLE 2000: WHAT FUTURE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS?

QN

13-14 NOVEMBER Marseille.
France, will host the Summit of the

Euro-Mediterranean Partnership (EMP),
the third since the birth of the EMP
Agreement, established in Barcelona.
Spain, in November 1995 and involving
27 European and Mediterranean coun-
tries. The stated ohjective of this
Agreement was to make the Euro-
Mediterranean basin an arca of dia-
logue, exchange and cooperation guar-
anteeing peace, stability and prosperity
and to develop a partnership on political
and security, economic and financial,
and social and cultural issues.

Since the EMP Agreement of 1995,
the governments of' the Euro-
Mediterranean regnm have tended to
flicus on the aspects of the EMP
Agreement which relate to security
issues and to the creation of a free trade
zone by the year 2010, and to forget the
legally binding human rights clause
(Article 2) of the EMP Agreement,
which stipulates that: "Relations between
the Parties, as well as all the provisions
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of the Agreement itself, shall be based
on respect for human rights and demo-
cratic principles, which guide their
domestic and international policies and
constitute an essential element of the
Agreement."

Five years later no concrete mecha-
nism has been put in place to imple-
ment the provisions of Article 2 and
widespread human rights abuses contin-
ue to plague the Euro-Mediterranean
region, undermining the credibility of
the Agreement. Torture, ill-treatment
and police brutality, unfair trials,
unequal treatment of women, racism
and discrimination towards minorities
are part of a daily reality which stands in
stark contrast with the pledges of the
EMP Agreement.

Knowing that when it comes to
human rights poitectiim they cannot
rely on those who govern them, human
rights defmiders from all over the Euro-
Mediterranean region will be present in
force at Marseille, both in the Civil
Fi)rum and in other forums, to make the 


voice of the regnin's civil society heard
and to push the governments to imple-
ment their unfulfilled human rights
promises.

WORLDWIDE APPEAL UPDATES

TAJIKISTAN
DILFUZA NUMONOVA
The death sentence on Dilfuza
Numonova (June 2000 Worldwide

Appe(d.c) has been replaced with 15
years' imprisonment.
Thanks to all who sent appeals.

SYRIA
KHADIJA YAHYA BUKHARI
As a result of letters generated by
the April 2000 Worldwide Appeal, AI

has learned that Khadija Yahya
Bukhari had been executed on 2
December 1992. The authorities
claim that she had been involved in
spying for the Israeli intelligence
service in Cyprus.
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ALGERIA
FIE CRY FOR UTAND JUSTICE
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T HE WORLD HAS IARGEIN CHOSEN

to

ignore the traged5 which has

afflicted .Algeria since 1992. Vet,

conservative estimates put the num-

ber of dead at over 1 00,000 and the

number of those WhO ilAVe heell

tV01111dCd 111 SIOICIICC 01' :tillitted bv

the pain of losing A close relative at III


dines that. \I least 10.000 people have

Amel Zanoune:
where are her killers?

A MU. ZANOUNE WAS A 22-WAR-OLDstudent ill the fourth Year of a

law degree when she was killed by

an armed group on 26.january

1997. She was travelling from

Algiers to her family home in Sidi

Moussa on the outskirts of the capi-

tal, when her bus was stopped by

gunmen at a checkpoint set up to

resemble those of the :truly. One of

the group tapped Amel Zanoune  oti

the shoulder and ordered her to

step of I the bus, accusing  her  of

being in the employ of the govern-

ment. Outside, in (nun of the other

passengers, one of the armed grcnip

members killed her by cutting open

her throat with a knife.

Anwl /anomie's family is not

aware of any investigation that has

taken place into her death. Like

thousands of other families, they

Want to see the killers brought to

justice. 


- disappeared- after belllg Arreqed bv

the security fOrces, or abducted is

state-arnwd militias or armed groups

defining themselves as "Islamic

groups-.

Behind these figures  lies the shock-

ing  reality of thousands  of victims  and

their families crying  out fOr the truth

ahout the horrors which they Ir,ive wit-

nessed and for  those responsible to be

brought to justice. "Fheir appeals have

largely fallen on deaf ears and the

Algerian -,ulthorities have htiled to take

the necessary measures to ;iddress

their concerns.  The need  lOr

independent ;ind impartial investiga-

tions Iwo 1 wide range of human

rights abuses minnlitted ill recent

l'eArs Ca111101 be understated. Only

when this issue is tackled will Algeria

be able to begin the journey towards a

lasting peace.

During the last couple of years tlw

COIAIlll's has seen some positive devel-

opments. rhe level of violence has sig-

nificantly drl pped. and reports of

arbitran arrests, prolonged incommu-

nicado detention, torture. -disappear-

anccs- :Ind unfair trials have also

diminished markedly. Since 1999 sev-

eral thousand prisoners sentenced

alter unfair trials have been freed

after retri;ds or pardIms.

'Post conflict?

The level of violence, however, is  still

appallingly high. Since early 1999,

when Algeria began to be seen as :1

country in ;1 "post-conflict- situation,

some 209 people have (1.11:(1 CVCI•V

11A5(' bet'll deliberately

targeted: others have been the unfOr-

!mime victims of an indiscriminate

bomb or mortar attack. Cases of peo-

ple being arrested by the security

forces at their hollleS III wlftkplaces

111d then "disappearing- have contin-

ued to be repol ted. as have cases of

torture and ill-treatinent.

For thousands the pain of having

10,1 a loved one is exaceihaled to ihe

hict that no investigation has been calu

ried out into the killing- or -disappear-

ance-. that the Luis surrounding it

have not been uncovered itul that

those responsible have not been

brought to justice. \\Thiether their rela-

tive Was killed ho the SecIll'itV 101'ce5

Ill armed group. the frustration'<Ind

;inger run deep. -I-he principal desire

is for the simple truth, however

painful that Inas. be. Nlanv families

continue to wait hope. appealing


itt vam to the ;orthorines to give them

information on the {me'<old where-

abouts of relatives who "disappeared-

after arrest by the security forces or

state-armed militias up to seven years

Government promises

The healing process cannot begin

until these families know the truth.

'Fhe .,Itithorities must address the need

fOr hill, independent•,ind impartial

investigations into the thousands of

killings, massacres. "disappearances-.

abductions, incidents of torture.

FOr
Cp
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extrajudicial executions and deliber-

ate and arbitrary killings of civilians

which have occurred in recent years —

and which, although to a lesser extent,

continue to occtir.

Over the last two years, Ihe Algerian

autlutrities have pledged their com-

mitment to resolving the problem of

"disappearances... However, they have

failed to take any concrete and effec-

tive measures to investigate and shed

light On not only the thousands of

cases of "disappearance'', but also on

the thousands of other human rights

abuses which have blighted the coun-

try [tn. alnu1st a decade.

The international media has getter-

ally not been interested in the mainly

faceless victims of the conflict in

Algeria, and it has been almost exclu-

sively news of high-profile cases, such

as the assassination of foreign nation-

als,.journalists and eminent figures,

which has reached the outside WI Hid.

In 1997 and early 1998 the horror of

large-scale massacres prompted some

reaction from the international cmn-

munity, but since then the world has

lost interest and failed to ask the sim-

plest of questions about why no one

has been brought to.justice and made

accountable for these grave human

rights abuses.

Another disturbing phenomenon

is that those who carried out these

killings are consistently reported by

the authorities either to have been

killed or to have escaped arrest and

to have been sentenced to prison

terms n  ahsen00. It  is equally worry-

ing that the authorities refuse to pro-

vide human rights organizations with

the name of a single member of the

security forces or paramilitary groups

who has been prosecuted for any of

these killings. for torture or finr any

other human rights violation corn-

nntted in the course of duty.

Campaigning work of victims' families

During its visit to Algeria in May 2000.

after four years of not being allowed

into the country by the authorities,

AI was able to hear first-hand c(m-

(-erns expressed by hundreds of vic-

tims and their families — concerns

which had been regularly relayed to

the organization during the period in


which it had no access to the (-tilt ntry.

Relatives, especially mothers, of the

"disappeared" continue to protest

pubhcly, appealing to the authorities

to provide information about the fate

and whereabouts of their loved ones.

In Algiers, mothers and relatives of

the "disappeared" have been holding

weekly demonstrations since mid-1998.

Elsewhere, several incidents earlier

this year seemed to have been aimed

at intinndating families of the "disap-

peared" from pursuing this sort of

public protest. Relatives of the "disap-

peared", mostly Wornen, were ill-

treated and intimidated by the author-

ities in the western cities of Relizane

and Oran in March 2000. The lack of

human rights lawyers willing and able

to act on behalf of families of the "dis-

appeared" outside the main cities

makes the victims all the more vulner-

able.

Immunity from prosecution

Many iannlies of those killed by armed

groups are angry with the authorities

I'm recent measures taken in a stated

el fort to turn the page on the crimes

of the past. Following a secret agree-

ment between the army and the An/We

i.slam*e dut Natal  (AIS), Islamic

Salyatitm Army — the armed wing of

the  Front i.slamique du vital  (EIS),

Islamic Salvation Front — and the  Ligue

islamique /awn Ia  da'wa el le  djihad

(LIDD), Islamic League for Preaching

and Holy War, all the members of

these armed groups (repiftedly num-

bering over a th( Iusand) have been

granted immtunty front prosecution.

Any who may have been responsible

for the killing of civilians and other

crimes will consequently not be

brought to.justice.

In addition, members of other

armed groups, such as the  Gmupe

islamique arme  (( ;IA), Islamic Armed

Group, who surrendered to the

authorities between 13 July 1999 and

13.january 2000, have also been

granted immunity from prosecution.

tinder the ternis (if a  roncorde

(law on civil harmony), members of

armed gomps who surrendered and

"repented" before 13 January 2000

were to have their cases examined, on

an individual basis, by special commit-

tees especially set up throughout the

country. However, the vast majority of

armed group members to have done

so have been granted exemption from

prosecution, some within days of hav-

ing surrendered. The speed with

which their exemption fnon prosecu-

tion was decided indicates that no

thonnigh investigation was carried

Salah Kitouni:
who is responsible for
his 'disappearance'?

OVER FOUR NEARS AGO,

Salah

Kitouni, a 42-year-old journal-

ist, was arrested at his home by

police officers and held for ques-

tioning at the central police station

of Constantine, eastern Algeria, for

three days before being released on

6 July 1996. Another three days

later, Salah Kitouni complied with a

summons from the same police sta-

tion to appear for further question-

ing — and then "disappeared-. His

family has neither seen nor heard

from him since. Despite repeated

efforts, his family has been unable

to obtain any information concern-

ing his place of detention or the

charges which may or may not have

been brought against him.

In August 1996 the family filed a

complaint with the local judicial

authorities. Seven months later

they received a reply informing

them that Salah Kitouni had been

transferred by the police service of

Constantine to the Regional

Investigation Centre of the Fifth

Military Region on 11 July 1996.

The authorities enclosed docu-

mented proof of this information —

a  prores-verbal  (police statement)

dated 29 March 1997 confirming

his arrest and transfer by the police

force of Constantine. Following this

response, the family alerted all the

relevant authorities in the country

— the courts, the official human

rights body, the presidency — in the

hope of obtaining at least some

information on his fate and where-

abouts. To this day, however, they

have received no reply.

The family has exhausted all con-

ceivable methods of recourse to jus-

tice, and yet knows of no investiga-

tion having been opened into the

case of Salah Kitouni despite the

evidence available and Algeria's

obligation under national law and

international treaties to do so.

Some 4,000 families today find

themselves in similar positions to

Salah Kitouni's family, continuing

to suffer the agony of not knowing

the fate or whereabouts of relatives

who "disappeared" after being

arrested by security forces. For

some the wait for the merest scrap

of news has lasted up to seven

years.
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Berber women

mourning singer

Matoub [Atones

0 firtgen

Matoub Lounes: who killed him?

MArorB AwNES, a popularBerber singer, was assassinated

and his wife and tw() sisters-in-law

seriously wounded on 211.1une 1 998

near his village of Taourirt-Moussa,

in Kabylia. The singer, who had

spent most of the last few years in

France, was fiercely critical of both

the Islamists and the government

and was a fervent supporter ol the

Berber cause. 1 1c had been shot and

gravely Mjiired by the army dining

the October 1988 riots Jind then

had been abducted in September

1 991 and held hostage by a GIA

gnuip for two weeks befitre being

released.

"rwo years after his assassination,

his family continues to call lOr a 


thorough and impartial investiga-

tion into his death. The case has

attracted much publicity because of

the profile of the singer and the

tough campaigning of the Matoub

lounes Foundation, headed by his

sister, Malika. Hundreds turned out

on the streets of Algeria - and in

some instances were heavy-handedly

dispersed by the security services -

to commemorate the second

anniversary of Matoub Iounes'

death this Year, and to demand an

investigation it'll() the assassination.

Immediately following the assassina-

tion, the wife of Matoub Fowles

stated that it was the GIA who 110(1

killed her husband. However, she

has recently declared publicly that

she had made that declaration at

the time after being pressured int()

doing so by the authorities, when in

fact she had, and continues to have,

no idea of who killed him. The

Foundation has also declared that it

does not consider the man currently

accused by the authorities of

Matoub Louncs' assassination to be

connected with the affair.

The case of Matoub Lounes is but

one of thousands of assassinations

and other killings into which the

authorities have failed to carry out

satisfactory investigations. The lack

of will to do so only contributes to

the state of confiasion which has

beset the country for fiver eight

years.

(tut to establish what crimes they may

have committed in the period (varying

between SeVer:11 months and up to

seven years) during which they Were

:Idly(' With 1.1.111ed groups. Hie lear is

that impunity. Yduch has always been

widely enjoyed by security lOrces

pararnilitary giamps, now iippears Il

have been granted ,dso to members of

armed groups, who may have been

responsible for killing civilians. raping

women ;mil other human rights

abuses.

WHAT YOU CAN DO:

Write Io the Algerian authorities mak-

ing the points outlined below:

ENPRI.Sti VOW. 55 1ripailIV With the

;Ind Ill(' families of victims of

Heady a decade of violence in

Algeria, and Your support for their

ippeals for troth„.justice imd :in end

impuniu. 


CAI( on the authorities to under-

take Ii111, independent and impartial

investigations into the thousands ()I

killings, massacres. "disappearances-.

abductions. torture, extrajudicial

executions and delibertue oil ulti-

trary killuigs of civilians which have

OfTlIrred 111 I.Cceffi Vt'ars and which.

1111if nigh on ti lesser scale, continue

to occur.

Cul on the iitithorities to make the

results oi. these investiptions public

;Ind to ensure that 'till those responsi-

ble for huinim rights abuses — whether

they itre members of security forces.

state-inaned militias or in-fluid groups

defining themselves as

groups- — be lmiught to justice.

1. 'itt i. the authorities to ensure

that the security forces do not arrest,

ill-treat or threaten victims Or fami-

lies of victims lor dem(instrating

peacefully.

SEND YOUR LETTERS TO:

Son Excellence NI Abdelaiii

Bouteflika

Prt'sident de la Riipublique

PrCisidence de la Riipublique

El Motn-adia

Alger„Algeria

(lax: + 913 2 60 96 18

iii + 913 " 69 15 95i

Smi Excellence NI. :11i Bentlis

Premier Ministre

Palais ( itmyern('ment

Alger, Algeria

(lax: + 213 2 73 i4 Oh)

Son Excellence NI. Ahmed

Ouvahia

Ministre de la Justice

MiiiisliTe de Iti.justice

8 Place Bir

El Biar, Alger

Algeria

(lax: + 213 2 92 21 95)

1 00(1 vn). v i\isi) 1\ iiR\Siiii\SI  ( S



WORLDWIDE
appeals

MALAYSIA FORMER DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND HIS BROTHER SENTENCED FOR SODOMY

Fni,m('i,l)(.1„„\ ANIVARIBRAII1M \vas seinen( ed In nine v('al\ in


prison 6)1 "I ((II (IllS (41055 Mg an unlit)]


trial in August 2000. The sentence is in


addition to a previous I imvit lion foi

"11(1111)11"g "11

ti imptopi itay. lot whit 11 Aroyar

Ibrahim is already so ing anothei six

\ ears' imprisnimienl. 1 !is deleininit

sparked unprecedented prniests


in NIalilvsia, man\ n1 \cinch liase heen

Stipp] ess('t1 ssi ii !twee.

In Seinen-11RA 1998 .M155-ar 11)raliiiii svts

(IISIllisS('(1 111)111 IIIS p()SIS Itt 1)(1)11IN

\1111iSICI and Finant Alinist('r folhwviiig


iticniasing 11tlitic:11 tensions svith ilie

l'ainic 'Minister. Nialiathir Ntoltanied. I Ic

\vas Iittel 1)111)11(1v \ MIRA hs Nithititir

Nioltained "soilomist unfit to rule


the country-. 1/naing nine (lays n1

lilt oniimmit ado (It-million liclore [mal-

ls being lifoni4lit to court, Amvar

1111-.1111111 Ivas

assaulted 1)5' 111C11

111S1)('(•1n1- Lit:net-al ()IP( ditc.

Arnvitr inlopte(1 Itrother,

Stikina 1)arnlinvitii Sasniitititt Matti», 55-as

also convicied at the same trial of

sodoim and In SI): years'


litiprisnitilient plus four strokes «f the

c:tile. He remains tree on Itail pending

his apitcal. lit 1998 lit' \vas sentenced In

six mmillts, having cnitlessed tit

iliLi linitscll in be sodittlii/('d- Its Ansvai-

11)rallini. Ile later relritcle(1 cnnies-

sinn. stating that it ha(l 1)ee11 coerced

under torture, but the coma

his clitiaus sy11110111 nrderIllg any prni)(1-

invcsligali(1n.

AI 1)clui5es .Anxvita Ibralimi it) lit :1 pris-

oner ()I constatint-e, convictial ()II

Calls itifilts huh criminal charges :inlaid

il fliscrediting him and removing him

frorn public life. AI believes the paosecii-

Mtn til Sukina

Ditrinawan was Moti-

vated solely lw Ilic

authorities' desire to

secure 0 convictinn

against .1nwai-

lbrithim. II Unpris-

oiled, he would :Ilso

he a prisoner ()I-con-

science.

'Please write, call- ,

fiu- the immedrate

and unconditiimal release n1-.AllWal'

Ihr.1111111 and Inr the cnnviction

Stikinit Darillawati Sasnntitat to be

quashed. Send appeals to: Datuk Dr. Rap;

l'atina. I Ass' DIVISHM,

1)(T111111CW, Block I. Federal

Uovernment Administration Centre,

62502 Putraiiivit, Selangam Malaysia (fax:

+6(1 3 8888 312-1).

Anwar Ibrahim

© Reuters

BELARUSOPPOSITION FIGURE SENTENCED TO SIX YEARS' IMPRISONMENT

ANIDREY KI,1M IV ss is Ii lust id oll 1 1Fcbrnar \ 1998 -,111(151)1111 ((VIT 15510

scars in prearial detention lielore 1)(iing

semen( (al to six Scars' imprisonincnI  II

hanl laltour cnInm with confiscation til

prnpei lichcsais that the wal reason

for .Mtdres lXliiitttss imprisonment is liis

(pposition

()ii 1 7 Ntlarch 2000. Andres klinios

comitied on t hinges including

enihe,/lente111. Val ions international

()lista-was, inchuling an ,AI &legation,

who were present at coma hearing in


Minsk litiye expressed reservations about

the Farness of the trial.

I Ic svas tilecital lit the par-

liament, the 13th Supwine Soviet. HI

1995 fill :I liVe-Vcar 1(1111, which was

tincniislintlinnalls cut short alio-

l'acsultint .Alyaksail(la Lukaslielika s

ccal dissolution pal-harm-lit in

No5 e11115e1 1996, a move syliich Ca1111'

1111dC1 1[1-1101(1. Al Mc

lime It! the (hsm thilit Iii, AII(Ifl'5 Ixhiiitns

1(11)1: all ;I( 1151' pall III Ill(' alIC1111)1(q1

inipeaclinient itt

act using hint ol violating Ilic lass alld

All(111`V K.11111(15'It.is 15('('Il

;tinting a tilinther ol leading opposition

figures who api)tiar to liave been (It:libel--

awls hinietsed, intimid1tte(1, iniprisoned

and possd)15 ill-Om-kid 1)5 tile itutliormes.

.Anilres klinios marricil lias


three voting liii divil. Since Ins

and tlic subsequent 1)ankruptcv of his

business, liis larnils hase also re1iorted15

suffered considerable

financial difficulties.

• Please write, calling

kw the unconditional

and immediate release

.Ntulrev islinl()V as a

i)iis011(1 (il (1)11-

SCiull(A'. SCIld appt'als

PR'Sidt'llt

.Alvaksandi

Iatkashcnka,

Respublika Relarus,

220016 g. Minsk, nl. Karla NIarksit, 38,

Administratsia Pae/identa Respubliki

Belaans, Belarns (fax: +375 ( 1 72) 26 06

10 or +375 ( 172) 22 38 72, email

inlogrpiu presidenagov.bv).

Andrey Klimov

© Al

Retnember:

AI members

should not take

up eases fnnn

their own coun-

tries.

B()NIFACE LIIKOYE, 23 vtiars ()III. \vas "(al-ien( ell lo death 2-1 !limas alto


Ili, :la lest lot robbing a tom ist ((l 1)1 opei

t5 SVI)1111 '16,000

(11()IInd US$(5(50). Ile was t'inivit led .11 a

magistrates' tom I 21 1)(a-cultic! 1 1fIt.1

aliel plc:tiling wilily to iolibei S with Vil)-

lent e, svhiiii carri('s a mitittlalors deallt

seinen( e. I It' 11111 11(11 has(' legal cnittlsel

in am point Itis in rest or (lur-

ing his tii,ti. 111c ti lid \vas mel \

quit KR. I le is appealing at4iiiiist Ilic seit-

lent c.

I in WW1\ mine than 1,000

1)en1)1e tinder seinen( c ol death in

IXerma, the 111,01 \ ()I 55 1111111 WIT(' S1'11- 


tenced tf ill ttnIair trials at magistrates'

((mats. sylicre (lelendatits (I() not Ilaye

the rigllt to legal :till. Althougli no one

has been executed IiIr 111ore than 10

years, deaili sentences continue to be

imposed. Scores ti ,prisontirs, includim.),- it

on (lead) row, die cads wiar iis

aestilt of die appalling prison conditions.

In Felwilar 5- Ilns Veal- the (iallinlic

ol Alwana

iiililed Iiis voila.. to the appeals ()1

Iminan rights (It:lenders 55-111)11 lie called

lor repeal of the (Iiiiitli penalty (lin+

mg the ongoing cnnsliittimnal revitAv ill

1\enva. Me Inne n1 (vatting, ;I 1)111 In

(1Ci1111 pl'11;111V 11:111 1)CCH prn-

ptysed bv Isaritint Mmualga, a human

rights lawyer :111(1 opposition member of

parliament, and was due to come to the

ktinvan parliament in the current session.

kiraim NIurtingi proposed a similar 111

in 1995, which Failed despite the suppoi

til some members of the government.

'Please write. urging Mat Bonitacc

latIawe's death sentence be corrininled.

Add your support In the impeals ol

kcIls-,tn human rights defenders, and call

for the abolition ol the death penalty.

Send appeals to: haisident Daniel arap

MM., Office of- the President, PO Box

30501, Nairobi, Kenya (faxes: +254 2 337

3.10).

KENYA SENTENCED TO DEATH AFTER UNFAIR TRIAL

M \I \IN I\ !IR\ \ \ 1 IP/1.1/
Novembe, 2000 1'o/. 30 .Vs.



USA
ROGUE STATE?

USSECRETARY OF STATE 'Madeleine:\llsright delinetl"rogue stales- as

!hits(' timiltrics isIticlt l iii- one reason or

:1110Iher, (10 1101 It'll 111a1 the\ Sh0111(I

(:(101)(1'110. AN'1111 111(' 1111V(' 11('('11


l's1:111hShCsl hi 0111(1 11:10011s of the

t (:staldisIset-1 bv the

(-multiunit\ is that thilsli en.

their innilaturits- ;111(1 CAI)ICIIN•

chang,., ht' SIIIICCIt'd 10 III('

(1,-.1111 isf.'111111V. II IS 1)1•11111111('

111 11111»(.1•011S IIIIC1•111111011111

illS11-11111(111s — ishich (-01111111111(1S ;111110S1

11111“-I.S111 l'eS11CCI. 011 11 A111411S1 2000,

I..N Suli-L“Insitissi0ss (in 111,


Promotion iusd l'rote(-tion ()I 1 human

altirnieul this \viten it slated that

"ilie imposition (il Ilse deas I! penalty on

age(1 under 18 at the nine ()I the

(oinillission of the (ilfence I.. ( (intr-arv ti

cusloinar \ internammal Luc.- Such a

norin is on,- that is a general practice

iiccelitetl :is linv. :slid is binding (in all

«mimics. regardless (il svinch frealles

Illcs have or have not ratilietl, :intl

regar(Iless ol :my conditions they have

attached to such ratifications.

5C(T('1111's ui SIM(' l01(.'('(1

(1C111110011 1,1-1-01211(' Slate- 011 IS

Seillelllitel• 1007, III(Te I1('(-11 I I


111(11C111 (-1:('CIIII011s 411 Chilli (101.11(leFs

(I0(111111.111ell svorldsvitle. Eight Aver,' cal-

vied (int in the kS.1. The other shies.

(iccurred in l'akislan. \vhich inatle s lirsl

move to (-xempt children from du. death

penally mink, Iran. MI,- 01 III(' ('0111111•Ies

bvI S :Is

"rogue state", and ill,- 1)einocratic

Republic of the ( :ongo - l'resitlent

(:linton has nos respondetl l's :ippeal

for hint to contlenni the execution (51

th(-le inianuitrs.

In .August. l'resitlent (billion told

1)einticratic National konventionnu-li-

t:11C,- 111 Angeles that their (-multi-\ is


- the leading fOrct. for human rights

around the \vorkl" aid "iriort. clecent,

nior,- humane" than c\-(.1-. Iii iii Call 511(11

claims .., t nmstts when the I'S:\ is slit.


Icw1ing 1)cl-1)(1r:tuft ()I a punishment

against chil(lren that is cond(mmetl in :ill

corners ()I the globe?

Such use ol 11-u. (leath penalts

am notion that wider iithilt soc-tets

should accep1 even innsmial

its- in the crime ()I a child. I 1-1( profile ()I

Ilse typical contleinnet1 teenager in tile

I. S.\ is 1101 01 s(1111(4/11(' 11'0111 II Stable,

s11111)01-11Ve has'kground, but riiiher ()I a

impairetl (-11100011,lik (Ils-




1111•11(.'d ;1(101('SC(111 (111(1-011g 11-0111 a

chiltillowl of abuse, (leprivation

i)overis. Just a glimpse at the liat-k-

(notinds ()I OR. 14 child olfentleis

clued in the I'S:\ since 1990 stiggesms

dial society 111(1 laile(1 them \veil Itef ore

it (lecitied Io kill 111(111.

111.11111e, \Lids-It-ins- Allii-ight revealed

list 11(-1- ii•0111(1 110 1011gC1 he

IIS11112-, III(' WI-111 -rogits. stats.-. limit Ivittds1

licittchitth slit itt "stales id c011('(1-11-.

111 11-L10(111 10 the use (il the (leath penid-

ts against children, either label scutilt1

describe h, I SA. 80 more child

(if len(lers await exet-tition. Is is time  fsui

kSA to put an end to this ills•gal

pr,ictice.

kir lurther information. see U.S.-I:

Living 00/ /551 sli'00'00Y  -  /he 5(5\1'0/

 neal(Illy ill

ruslcr rxrrisliosi  LAN1R 51 ''13))

Clockwise.from  417,

Christopher Burger,

Sean Sellers, Gary

Graham, Chris

Thomas - four of the

14 child offenders

executed in the USA

since 1990 - and Alex

Williams, who came 48

hours from death in

Georgia's electric

chair in August for a

murder committed

when he was 17.

All  ©  private

NEPAL GOOD NEWS!
11(11;11101 l'ukar S1111'1;111;1 is stls 111(.•

S11111•(111(' (.,01111. gase tes-




6111,1111 ill l0111•1 :1110111 Ills ;11'0'Sl.

(.01111 Also (11(1,1-(11 lill• .1-1-1111S1/011

1)(T:11'1111CW 10 111(' (It'1;111.. ol the


person untlet \vhose naine tlielcep in

\\inch he \vas aluthicted \vas registered

anil. :It :1 Liter Ilearing, for the millet to

appear in coul t. Itti 10 months alter his

ara est. the Supreme Court's action hail

not siict /ailed in estahdishing his schen.-

al)/ whs.

Appeals on luchalf (il Rislisur

Sin estha \veil. sent to tIle Nepal govern-

ment auiliorities hi nt,m11),-1-s ()I parka-

the (liplomatic communits- and

local and international litumin rights

organirations, including incinIsers ()I Al.

hi (it .kl. (hated I', ..1tigust 21/1111,

11(ishim l'ukar Shrestha \\Tote:

"It t,  the help/not moment Int tits' Pi sity

theniks It, you lot yew nobles/ /oh Is, tehwie

me limn the tlenk room mid brIng we wit-

\ids' in II"' ,i'mls/ • • • I owe los "siati-

dons joh /so/m.11101 11) Ihr SerselulY

( int ins al, the  let 11 innl iells 1,1 ..Inistest1


1)11,1-m1/m11111 len my reletise. I if', ill III I Ike

PX nlitl is/a s s,sdisiI thiniks lo sill (4 Ihern

hi sig me wit ssl

IL.--

BIstiNti PUKAR SIIRESTH.A (sec

lioildivisle

.Ippea/s, 21100), Adios/. \viten-




;shouts rernanicil iinknossii

11101101s. 11111IIIV 01('Ilst'd 101111 111111C-

klIMVIC(Igt'd dell'1111011 011 7,1111i.

) .\500111114 11 1111011 III  hmiltInn ?less-s-

imper. Ins release innk place in the pres-

ent  e of a member tit tin.


Nspali kongiess

ret-eis-ed reliabl,. it hirinalion indi-

cating iliat hit- the majorits ui he  tilts

l'ukar NVIIS illt0111-

11111111t11(10 isitlitit its .\1-111(11 1.01- Ct's

S('CII011 s,iIII(' II-.1111111g (:(1111-C

Ntijaharajguinj, Kathmandu, an

si place ()I-detention.

Rishms 11tikar SIsrestlia, secondar\--

school icat-lier and humais rights iictivist,

"disislip(--arsd- (in Seplember 1)199

ii-.1.1:1111(11111C(I ;111(1- sls'111111112-. 0f1

Ims sit Saitsmangal. Kathmandu.

Vs imesses sIINL 51\ 111511 III CIVIII:111 (11-s.Ss,

10 IR. piths's. itilicets. hirn


inside :sleep is t ih black timed \\Ind( iivs

\cinch Ihen he:1(1,-(i !silvan-1s (-(11-


10.. \\Tills Fel:tines made inquiries

Incal posis and at pilice head-




quarters in Kathmandu. Ihe police

detii(:(1 his art csa

A habeas towns vcrit 011

—4
i.,  bli.shed iii

..11(1

tal Elem. b

bring yon 11111,.1•

(11 C('111.%

a nil rri m pa ign.s

wothl wale, a.s

well a,s i n-deplb

reports.

.•1 ye, ble

rt

1 lerna ion a I

( add urs  below)

Bishnu Pukar Shrestha t I/

COMING SOON!
WORLDWIDE APPEALS ON
THE WORLDWIDE WEB!

I n hind nisi „wire ithR„„ „ow,

11'yr/di-mile Appeals oyes the 1:1S1 Ills- vs-Ill's,

go to http:/ /www.amnesty.org/act now

\Lim' hays' 11C1.11 1111111V

11;1(I s010-11(A-S (-0111111111C(I 01•


(IIRISIIC(I; 111;111i 01 III0st• IcI10 had -d1S;11)-

hay(' 11,-(-11 10-C(1. 11100'

still steed VI1111' 11(11-1 — st Ns/V(11111(1' inn

(1111 F111(1 I 111 110W.

.1"///e-u/V but, sdsiosil. I bolo, N1101. 1 wido, III I .\ 0011, I silcd 1-stirii I rIcipsIrl miss, Imo' I 1111 olcrivit, iss,,,Ivorlz:

treAly, es, g n I / vs, (///w/ /  1,1 1 ble• ssri slt Joss sit L.: i ,i,512.00  snis• sum.  i/inS .1/  ImIsA..  \.11.1  21 oh no


