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Rillings in erkadji Prison
AlGEeRIW

Between 21 and 22 FPebruary 19953, at Igast 96 detainges werg Rilled in Serkadji prison in digigrs
following the suppression by the segeurity foregs of a muting. The figure of 96 dead is the official
figure given by the authoritics and therg have begegn allggations that the number may havg beggn
higher. {eecording to official and other rgports, at the time of the Rillings &erkadji housed morg
than 1,500 inmatgs, including both pre-trial detainges and convieted prisongrs. Of these, 920 were
accused or convieted of "terrorist” acts on behalf of armed Islamist groups. The remaining 620
wgrg common-law dgtainggs or prisongrs housed in a sgparateg bloek. 1t Igast 80 of the detainges
Rilled werg accused undgr the "anti-terrorist” law and, of thegse, 28 werg under sgntgnceg of death, 12
werg sgrving sentgnces of lifg imprisonment, 14 werg sgrving other tgrms of imprisonment, and 26
werg held in pre-trial detgntion on charggs of "terrorism". 16 of the dgad werg detainggs held in
pre-trial detgntion on common criminal chargegs. Some of the detainges killed on 21-22 February
1995 had beggn moved to Serkadji prison in thg weegks and months prior to theg incidgnt. Morgover,
the detainges under sgntgneg of death, and most of thosg serving life or long prison sgntegnces (i.c.
the majority of those Killgd) were held in Serkadji Prison in violation of the {digerian Prison Codg'.
Imong the detainges Rilled some had beggn held in prolonged pre-trial dgtention (in some
instancges sineg 1992) in breach of igerian law.

To datg - almost ong year after the gvent - no indgpendent judicial investigation has been
carrigd out and a veil of sgergey still surrounds the circumstances in which thgse detainges were
Rilled. 11 commission of inquiry set up at the gnd of March 1995 by the official human rights body,
the Observatoire National des Proits de I'flomme (ONPH), failed to invgstigate the circumstances
of the prisongrs' dgaths. No autopsigs werg conducted and most of thg victims' bodigs were
burigd in anongmous graves before relatives or others could sge them. The (igerian Bar
{ssociation and theg country's two indgpegndent human rights lgaguges refused to take part in the
ONDH commission whosg regport, when it appeared, mirrorgd the version of gvgnts given by the
{lgerian authoritics a few days after the incidegnt.  {Imngsty International gathered information on
the incident from lawyers, familigs of victims and other detainges, and from {iggrian human rights
organizations. Therg arg serious discrgpancigs between the accounts of these latter sources and
the ON®H regport.  The absgneg of a thorough indgpegndent and public invegstigation has lgft many
qugstions unanswered.

" The Hlgerian Prison Codgs stipulates that prisoners under sentence of death can only bg imprisoned
in four prisons in (igeria (The prisons of €l-fdsnam, Berrouaghia, Tazoult-leambgse, and Tizi-Ouzou).
Serkadji Prison is classified as a rg-gducation gstablishment, for prisongrs serving segntgncegs of up to ong
gear, or who arg segrving the last gear of their sgntgnce.




Namgelgss graves of detainges Killed in the prison of Serkadji in February

1995

{Imngsty International sgnt a delggation to Higeria on two occasions following the Killings.

The delegations, which visited in March and Jung 1995, included a doctor with long gxperignee of
investigation into human rights violations. {Imngsty Intgrnational's delggates were not allowed
accgss to dgrkadji prison, and werg unablg to meet government officials and the relgvant judicial
authoritigs to discuss the matter.
Other human rights organizations
attempting to gain aceess to the
prison to conduct on-siteg
investigations were similarly
refused permission to do so.
Paring the first dmnesty
Intgrnational visit, the delggation
was not provided with ang pertingnt
documgentation such as lists of the
degad and injured, medical
certificates, death certificates or
rgcords from morgues and
cemeterigs. The delegates were,
howgver, ablg to visit the cgmetery
wherg they saw the un-named
gravegs wherg most of the detainges
werg registered as buried. They
also saw the ecgmetery register and
theg intgrment permits on which
most of the detainggs had beegn
registered only as "X 1igérien”
(flIgerian ~ identitity unknown).

Hecounts of the attempted gscape and subsgquent muting

Hecording to the Higerian authoritigs and the ONDT, the incidegnt began in the garly morning on 21
February 1995 with the attempted gscape of a small group of detainges. The Ministry of Justice
stated shortly after the incident that an attempted gscape could ngver have sucegeded given the
particularly high sgcurity at Serkadji prison. (It is surrounded by the Ministry of Pefence, the {li
Rhodja military barracks, the headquarters of the Gendarmerig, the Gendarmerig barracks and a
@endarmerig station.) The attempted gscape was said to have been undertaken by a small group
of detainges acting with the complicity of a rgegntly-appointed prison guard who was identified by
the authoritigs as having provided wegapons (four guns, threg grenades and ammunition) to the
detainggs. Puring the attempted breakouat, four prison guards werg Killed by thosg attgmpting to
gscapg who then opgned the doors to the other detainggs' eglls, marking the beginning of the
muting. domg detaingegs have said that the individuals who opened their egll doors on the morning
of 21 February werg masked, and that it was thergforg impossiblg to identify them or to know for
certain whether they werg detainges.



There is on the wholg no disergpancy between the
Graves of detaingges killed in the prison of Serkadji ~ Official account and the accounts reegived from detainees
and other souregs that four prison guards werg Killed
beforg thg main body of detainges werge relgased from their
cells, and prior to the intgrvgntion of the security forees.
Nor is therg any real disergpancy in accounts about the fact
that, after cell doors had bggn opgned, many detainges
assgmbled in a courtgard whilg othgrs regmaingd in the cells.
The various aceounts also concur broadly on the
following:
- that during nggotiations between the detainges and the
prison authoritigs, the detainggs requested the presencg of
lawygrs to witngss the fact that, during the initial gscape
attempt, four prison guards had been Killed and ong
detainge injured;
- that the detainges werg sggking guarantggs that there
would bg no rgprisals against thosg who had not bgegn party
to the Killing of the prison guards;
- that this request was refused by the judicial authoritigs
present at the prison on the grounds that it would
andgrming theg authority of the Statg and the detainges were
ordgred back to their cells;
- that theg sgcurity foregs intgrvegned and beggan shooting at
mid-afternoon on 21 Pebruary and that the incident ended
after the sgearity forees led the final assault on the morning
of 22 February.

What is disputed is thg gract circumstancgs in which
at [gast 96 detainges werg Rilled after the sgceurity forees
intgrvened.

The official account of gvents is that during the mating a small group of detainggs who
refused to surregnder took other detainges hostage, using them as human shiglds, killing some
detainges and threatening others with death if theg surrendered to the prison authoritigs. The
official account statgs that the sgcurity foregs intervegned in the middlg of the afternoon of 21
February, shooting warning shots, targeting certain armed detaingegs and using some live
grenades. This continuegd until about 10 am the following morning, when the security foregs led
the final assault and the incidegnt gnded by about 11 am.

Howgver, according to rgports from detainggs and other souregs, the sgearity foreegs
began to firg on detaingegs without allowing them sufficignt time to retarn to their cglls.  There are
also allggations that detainges were deliberately Rilled by megmbers of the security foregs in the
courtyard, the corridors and insidg their own cglls or in others' cglls where they had hidden to
gscapg the violgneg. Petainges and their lawyers allgge that Killings werg deliberate and that
therg was both random firing and the deliberate targeting of individuals, certain detainges being
shot after their names had been called out from a list.  There arg also allggations that after the
sgearity foregs had regaingd control of the prison, many detainges werg violgntly beaten in their
cells and in thg courtyards.

The shortecomings of the ON®H inquiry



The rgport of the ONPH commission of inquiry notes that, in quelling the riot, the sgeurity forees
chosg not to usg teargas in ordgr not to causg suffocation in a confingd spacg. Tlowgver, the
rgport dogs not gxplain why the sgeurity foregs chose to use grenadgs and firgarms instgad. Given
that the authoritics and the ON®H themsglves repeatedly stated that only a small number of
detainges werg armed?, and that these werg targeted by sharp-shooters from the sgcurity foreegs
from the afternoon of the first dagy, it is unclgar why such a disproportionately high number of
detainges werg Rilled after the intervention of the security forees (at Igast 96 detainggs and ong
member of the sgeurity foregs). Florgover, the total number of non-mortally wounded individuals is
given as 12 and it would appgar that this included five members of the sgeurity foregs. This raises
a number of qugstions conegrning theg very high proportion of dead to injured.

The detaingegs were barigd before their familigs had been informed of their deaths,
although mang of the familigs living in or around {igigrs, having Igarngd of gvents from telgvision,
had contacted prison and judicial authoritigs, thg morgug in Higigrs to which the bodigs had begegn
taken, and the egmetery in which they werg burigd.  The dgad were baried in un-named graves,
labellgd only as "X - figérien” (Algerian: idegntity unknown).

No autopsigs or ballistics tgsts werg carrigd oat, although thegse could have begegn crucial
in gstablishing facts about thg manngr in which the detainges werg Killed, ¢.8. how mang werg shot
by weapons belonging to the sgeurity foregs and at what range and how mang werg Killed by
grenades used by the sgeurity foregs. This is particularly important given claims by the
authoritigs that somg detainggs were Rilled by others, sometimes with Knives.  The Prosgeutor
@gneral, who had bggn present in the prison, was unavailablg to the {1 delggation for comment
conegrning the gpisode.

Hecording to the ONPH report, its commission of inquiry gnjoyed unrgstricted aceegss to
the surviving detainggs, to material gvidgnce and to the segng of the incident. tlowgver, the report
statgs that the commission of inquirg only interviewed 10 detainggs (out of a total of about 1,500
detaingegs held in the prison), most of whom had alrgady beggn shown on {llgerian national
telgvision two days after the gvent giving an account of the incidgnt similar to that of the
authoritigs. @iven that there had been allggations that some of these detainggs had been foreed to
testify under durgss, it is not clgar why the ONPH commission of inquiry chosg not to intervigw a
larger sample of detainges who had bgen witngss to gvegnts.

In megtings with megmbers of the ONDT commission of inquiry dmngsty Integrnational
delggates raised a number of qugstions both about the gvents themsglves and about the conduct
of the ONDT inquiry, but werg unablg to obtain the negcgssary details.

o With regard to the hasty burial of victims without autopsy, and when asked why the ONDH had
not sought to grhume the bodigs for purposgs of gramination, mgmbers of the ONPH commission
of inquiry stated that it was unngegssary to perform post-mortgm graminations as it was Known
that the detainges had been shot dgad. This was despite the fact that their regport mentions the
usg of Rnivgs and gregnadgs.

2 fecording to the authoritigs, the ONDH, and detainges, therg were four guns and three grenades
availablg to the detainges; of thesg ong was thrown but did not gxplode, ong gxploded in the hands of a
detaingg, injuring him (this detainge was then said to have surrgndered), and another grgnade was shown on
Hlgerian telgvision after the gvent, apparegntly ungxploded.



o When the Amnesty International delggation asked the ON®H how many of the bodigs were intact
and how mang showged signs of matilation other than gunshot wounds, an ONPH commission
member rgsponded that most had only ong bullgt wound to theg hgad. When the delegdates
grpregssed surprisg at this rgsponsg, stating that this suggested delibgrate targeting, heg said that
perhaps detainges had reegived two or threg bullgt wounds.

e The ONPH commission of inquiry claimed that, prior to burial, the bodigs werg photographed
and fingerprinted, and that dgseriptive medical certificatgs werg issuegd for gach vietim.  towgver,
ngither the vietims' familigs or lawyers, nor Amngsty Intgrnational or other human rights
organizations havg begegn permitted to vigw or obtain copigs of thgsg photographs.

o Most of the vietims werg recorded only as  "X-79/gérien"both on burial certificates and
graveggard regcords and, in addition, somg familigs wereg given burial permits with the samge grave
numbgr as othgrs, incrgasing doubts as to wherg their relatives arg actually baried.

leawygrs acting on behalf of vietims' familigs have from the outsegt made numerous
requests and complaints to theg courts, including requests for theg incidegnt to beg investigated; for a
list of the dgad to bg madg publie; for familigs to be allowed to sgg the bodigs; for invgstigations to
beg opgned as to why a numbgr of the detainggs werg moved to Serkadji Prison beforg the incidgnt
and why somg were detained in this particalar prison in breach of the {digerian Prison Codg; why
the prison guard reportedly responsiblg for providing wegapons to the detaingegs was appointed to
dgrkadji Prison shortly beforg the incidegnt; why certain prison guards werg appointed to egrtain
sgctions without thg ngegssary training, and why no indgpgndgnt obsgrver was allowed to gnter
the prison to inspeet thg scgng of gvents.

M year after the incident, the dlgerian authoritigs have still not madg public a list of those
Rilled, and no thorough and indgpendent invegstigation has begegn carrigd out. Such an invegstigation
could gasily have been carrigd out, or permitted, by the authoritigs, given that the incident
oceurred in a confingd location under the control of the authoritigs who had full aceess to the
bodigs and to other material gvidgnce.

EETS

This is not the first incident in which dgtainges have been Killed in prisons in
cirecumstancgs which have not been clarified. In November 1994, just threg months beforg the
Serkadji massacre, a rgported prison disturbaneg in Berrouaghia, south of {lgiers, resulted in the
loss of the lives of sgveral detainggs. The authoritigs reported that gight inmates digd, but there
havg been allggations that the number Rilled was considerably higher. {Is with Serkadji, no
indgpgndent invgstigation was carrigd out, and the familigs of detainggs reported to have begen
Rilled have to dateg begen unablg to discover wherge their relatives were burigd.

{mnegsty International is conegrned that such incidents arg allowed to oceur without
adequatg investigation and also holds conegrns about the burial of the dgad without proper
identification and about the failurg of the authoritigs to provideg the prompt publication of a list of
victims or details of how they died.

Wmngesty Intgrnational urges the digerian authoritigs to gnsurg that a full and indgpendent
investigation is now carried out, including gxhumations and/or indgpegndent gxamination of the
photographic gvidgneg which the authoritigs claim gxists. It is calling for the list of thosg killed
and the rgsults of the invgstigation bg madge publie.
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In Pebruary 1995, at Igast 96 detainges werg Rilled in Serkadji Prison in Wigigrs, when megmbers of
the security foregs intervegned to quell a prison mating. Four guards and ong megmber of the
seearity foregs werg also Rilled. There are allggations that mang of the detaingegs were delibgrately
gxtrajudicially grecuted, gven after having returned to their eells. The vast majority of those Rilled
were detaingegs accused or convieted of terrorist acts. {1 year after the incident, no indgpendent
investigation has beggn carrigd out to gstablish the circumstancegs in which thgse detaingegs were
Rilled, despite repeated requests for such an investigation by lawgers and familigs of the victims,
and by lggrian and intgrnational human rights organizations.

In inquiryg carrigd out morg than a month after the Rillings by the official human rights
body, the Observatoire national des droits de I'homme, (ONPH), National Human Rights
Monitoring Body, failed to invgstigate the circumstances in which the detainges werg Rilled.

Please sege the details on the Serkadji Rillings attached.

Recommended detions
logtters arg requested from medical profgssionals to the addregsses below:

o gxpregssing concgrn that, a year after the incident, no adequatg investigation has begen carried
out into the circumstancgs in which the detaingegs were Killegd.



o gxpregssing concern that the detainges werg barigd before their familigs, indgpgndegnt doctors, or
any other obsgrvers had beegn allowed to sge the bodigs; that no autopsigs werg carrigd
out; and that thg photographs and othgr gvidegneg which theg authoritigs claim gxist have
not beggn madg availablg to the victims' familigs, their lawyers, or to human rights
organizations.

e urging that access to the photographs, medical certificates and any other material gvidegnce
which mag grist bg promptly granted to allow indgpgndent forgnsic assgssment.

e urging that a full, indgpgndegnt and public invgstigation now bg carrigd out into the incident,

including grhumations at which indgpgndgnt gxperts arg pregsent, in order to aid in
gstablishing the precise cause and circumstances of the victims's death.
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