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U PA PA LAY, U LU ZAW, U AUNG SOE, U HTWE: 

 Seven years imprisonment for a joke 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Two comedians, U Pa Pa Lay, 49, and U Lu 

Zaw, 45, were sentenced in March 1996  to 

seven years’ imprisonment for one of their 

comic performances. U Htwe and U Aung Soe, 

two political activists who arranged this  

performance, were also sentenced to seven 

years’ imprisonment. 

 

On 4 January 1996, the 48th anniversary of 

Myanmar’s independence from the United 

Kingdom, some 2000 members of the National 

League for Democracy (NLD) attended a 

celebration at the home of NLD leader Daw 

Aung San Suu Kyi in Yangon (Rangoon, the 

capital). The NLD is a  political party which 

won over 80% of seats in the May 1990 

elections. Despite this victory, the ruling 

military authorities - the State Law and Order 

Restoration Council (SLORC) - have not 

handed over power to the NLD, and continue 

to harrass and imprison its members for their 

opposition.   

 

The independence day  celebration included 

a performance by an Anyeint troupe, a 

traditional Burmese entertainment group 

who sing, dance,  and make satirical jokes. 

U Pa Pa Lay and U Lu Zaw were members 

of the Anyeint troupe, known as  Myo Win 

Mar or “Our Own Way”. In their routine 

they reportedly made jokes which portrayed 

government cooperatives as thieves and sang 

a comic song about Myanmar’s generals. 

Following the performance, members of the 

troupe returned to their homes in Mandalay on 

7 January.  That evening they were arrested. 

The following day U Aung Soe and U Myint 

Thein, two NLD members who had arranged 

the performance, were also arrested. For a time 

nobody knew what had happened to them or 

where they were.   

 

One month later eight of the troupe members 

were released, but U Pa Pa Lay, U Lu Zaw, U 

Aung Soe and U Htwe, the NLD Chairman for 

Mandalay southeast township, remained in 

prison.  The two comedians were charged 

under Section 5(e) of the 1950 Emergency 

Provisions Act which imprisons anyone who 

“causes or intends to spread false news, 

knowing beforehand that it is untrue”.  It is 

not known what U Htwe and U Aung Soe were 

charged with. On 18 March they were each 

sentenced to seven years’ imprisonment. None 

was allowed legal representation.  Amnesty 

International believes they are prisoners of 

conscience, detained solely for the peaceful 

expression of their political views and is 

calling for their immediate and unconditional 

release. U Pa Pa Lay was previously 

imprisoned in 1991 for one year because he 

made a joke about the popularity of the NLD. 

 

In early April 1996 U Pa Pa Lay and U Lu Zaw 

were transferred from prison to Kyein Kran Ka 

labour camp, 25 miles from Myitkyina in 

Kachin State. They were forced to work with 

iron bars across their legs and lost a  lot of 
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weight. Since then U Lu Zaw has been moved 

to Katha labour camp near Bhamo. U Pa Pa 

Lay was  moved to Myitkyina Prison where he 

is believed to be gravely ill.  U Aung Soe and 

U Htwe are believed to be be held at a labour 

camp 7 miles from Myitkina. 
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 Please call for the immediate and unconditional release of U Pa Pa Lay, U Lu 

Zaw, U Aung Soe and U Htwe.  At the same time, urge that they be provided 

with all the medical care they need while they remain in detention.  Write to: 
 

General Than Shwe     Lt General Khin Nyunt 

Chairman      Secretary 1 

State Law and Order Restoration Council  State Law and Order Restoration Council 

c/o Ministry of Defence    C/o Ministry of Defence 

Signal Pagoda Road     Signal Pagoda Road 

Yangon      Yangon  

Union of Myanmar     Union of Myanmar  

 

 Please also send copies of some of your letters to the Myanmar Embassy in your country, 

or to: 

 

His Excellency Ohn Gyaw 

Minister of Foreign Affairs 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Yangon 

Union of Myanmar  


