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Dear Prime Minister,

Fourteen years ago your government signed a Peace Accord promising
to return traditional lands to the Pahari Indigenous Peoples of the
Chittagong Hill Tracts in Bangladesh. 

Thousands of Pahari families have been displaced as a result of the
government’s counter insurgency operations and policies encouraging
Bengali settlers to migrate to and occupy Pahari lands. Huge tracts of
Pahari lands have been acquired by the Forest Department and the military. 

Displaced Pahari families remain landless while they wait for the Land
Commission, established to resolve the land disputes, to act. To date, the
Commission has failed to initiate a single inquiry into these disputes.

I urge you to take concrete steps to ensure that the Land Commission
fulfils its obligations, including seeking full and effective
participation of the Pahari in all its work. 

Yours sincerely,

Name:

Address: Amnesty International, International Secretariat, Peter Benenson House, 
1 Easton Street, London WC1X 0DW, UK. amnesty.org In
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Image: A member of the Pahari Indigenous community in Rangamati
district, Bangladesh, June 2011. 
© Amnesty International (Photo: Amin/Drik)

Secretary James M. LeBlanc

Louisiana Department of Public Safety and

Corrections

504 Mayflower St

Baton Rouge

LA 70802

USA

Dear Secretary James LeBlanc,

On 17 April 2012, you issued a statement that Albert Woodfox and
Herman Wallace are held separately from other prisoners to protect
prison employees, other inmates and visitors. Where is the evidence to
back up this statement?

Records show that neither man has committed any serious
disciplinary infraction for decades. Prison mental health records
indicate that the men pose no threat to themselves or to others. 

In a recent report, the UN Special Rapporteur on torture condemned
prolonged isolation as amounting to torture or inhuman and
degrading treatment. He refers to the case of US prisoners Albert
Woodfox and Herman Wallace in his report.

Along with over 67,000 others who signed a petition to Governor Bobby
Jindal, I urge you to remove Albert and Herman from isolation.

Yours sincerely,

Name:

Address:
Amnesty International, International Secretariat, Peter Benenson House, 
1 Easton Street, London WC1X 0DW, UK. amnesty.org 

Image: Campaigners handing over a petition signed by more than 67,000
people in over 125 countries to the Governor of Louisiana, 17 April 2012.
© Nicola Krebill (http://n.krebill.org)
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina

Office of the Prime Minister

Old Sangsad Bhaban

Tejgaon, Dhaka – 1215

Bangladesh




