AMNESTY

INTERNATIONAL

DEATH PENALTY: RATIFICATION
OF INTERNATIONAL TREATIES

The community of nations has adopted four international treaties providing for the abolition of the death
penalty. One is of worldwide scope; the other three are regional.

Below are short descriptions of the four treaties, a list of states parties to the treaties and lists of countries
which have signed but not ratified the treaties, as of 31 December 2024. States may become a party to
international treaties either by acceding to them or by ratifying them. Signature indicates an intention to
become a party at a later date through ratification. States are bound under international law to respect the
provisions of treaties to which they are parties, and to do nothing to defeat the object and purpose of
treaties which they have signed.

SECOND OPTIONAL PROTOCOL TO THE INTERNATIONAL COVENANT ON CIVIL AND
POLITICAL RIGHTS, AIMING AT THE ABOLITION OF THE DEATH PENALTY

The Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the
abolition of the death penalty, adopted by the UN General Assembly in 1989, is of worldwide scope. It
provides for the total abolition of the death penalty but allows states parties to retain the death penalty in
time of war if they make a reservation to that effect at the time of ratifying or acceding to the Protocol. Any
state which is a party to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights can become a party to the
Protocol.

States parties: Albania, Andorra, Angola, Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Belgium, Benin,
Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Bulgaria, Cabo Verde, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cote
d'lvoire, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Djibouti, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador,
Estonia, Finland, France, Gabon, Gambia, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Guinea-Bissau, Honduras, Hungary,
Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Liberia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg,
Madagascar, Malta, Mexico, Moldova, Monaco, Mongolia, Montenegro, Mozambique, Namibia, Nepal,
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, North Macedonia, Norway, Panama, Paraguay, Philippines, Poland,
Portugal, Romania, Rwanda, San Marino, Sao Tomé and Principe, Serbia, Seychelles, Slovakia, Slovenia,
South Africa, Spain, State of Palestine, Sweden, Switzerland, Timor-Leste, Togo, Turkiye, Turkmenistan,
Ukraine, United Kingdom, Uruguay, Uzbekistan, Venezuela, Zambia. (total: 92)

PROTOCOL TO THE AMERICAN CONVENTION ON HUMAN RIGHTS TO ABOLISH THE
DEATH PENALTY

The Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights to Abolish the Death Penalty, adopted by the
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General Assembly of the Organization of American States in 1990, provides for the total abolition of the
death penalty but allows states parties to retain the death penalty in wartime if they make a reservation to
that effect at the time of ratifying or acceding to the Protocol. Any state party to the American Convention
on Human Rights can become a party to the Protocol.

States parties: Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Honduras, Mexico,
Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Uruguay, Venezuela (total: 13)

PROTOCOL NO. 6 TO THE EUROPEAN CONVENTION ON HUMAN RIGHTS,
CONCERNING THE ABOLITION OF THE DEATH PENALTY"

Protocol No. 6 to the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms
["European Convention on Human Rights"] concerning the abolition of the death penalty, adopted by the
Council of Europe in 1982, provides for the abolition of the death penalty in peacetime; states parties may
retain the death penalty for crimes “in time of war or of imminent threat of war”. Any state party to the
European Convention on Human Rights can become a party to the Protocol.

States parties: Albania, Andorra, Armenia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria,
Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Hungary,
Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Moldova, Monaco, Montenegro,
Netherlands, North Macedonia, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, San Marino, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia,
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Tlrkiye, Ukraine, United Kingdom. (total: 46)

PROTOCOL NO. 13 TO THE EUROPEAN CONVENTION ON HUMAN RIGHTS,
CONCERNING THE ABOLITION OF THE DEATH PENALTY IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES

Protocol No. 13 to the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms

[European Convention on Human Rights] concerning the abolition of the death penalty in all circumstances,
adopted by the Council of Europe in 2002, provides for the abolition of the death penalty in all
circumstances, including time of war or of imminent threat of war. Any state party to the European
Convention on Human Rights can become a party to the Protocol.

States parties: Albania, Andorra, Armenia, Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia,
Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland,
Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Moldova, Monaco, Montenegro,
Netherlands, North Macedonia, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, San Marino, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia,
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Tirkiye, Ukraine, United Kingdom. (total: 45)

Signed but not ratified: Azerbaijan (total: 1)

1 Russia ceased to be a signatory to the treaty on 16 September 2022.
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