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AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL URGES INDIAN GOVERNMENT
TO INVESTIGATE HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

Amnesty International today (Wednesday 10 October) called on
the Indian government to curb -extraordinary security force
powers which it said had led to extreme violations of human
rights in the northeast of the country. ‘

"Soldiers appear to believe they can beat, kill and
torture young or old without fear of punishment," Amnesty
International said. "The government must send a clear message
that this will not be tolerated."

In a report released today, the worldwide human rights
organization details a pattern of arbitrary arrests, detention
and torture of hundreds of people in Oinam village in Manipur
province over a period of several months in 1987.

Dozens of children were among those tortured, some with
electric shocks, and at least 11 men were apparently
extrajudicially executed after being tortured. In two of
those deaths, the courts have ruled that the killings were
illegal. )

Those violations were committed by the security forces in
a counter-insurgency operation. It followed an attack by armed
secessionists on one of their outposts in which nine soldiers
were killed.

Both the previous and current governments have failed to
investigate the incidents, despite repeated calls from Amnesty
International and other organizations. A number of people who
complained to the former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi at the
time were arrested and in some cases tortured. Several
witnesses in an ongoing civil court case to get compensation
for victims were again tortured in December 1988 after giving
testimony and pressured to sign statements clearing the

security forces.
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"The security forces overstepped their bounds in 1987,
and did it again to try to thwart the court cases," Amnesty
International said.

The organization said the security forces still have the
extraordinary powers that led to these violations. Those
powers to deal with insurrection allow them to arbitrarily
arrest people and shoot to kill on sight - all with legal:
immunity from prosecution. Similar powers were given to the
Indian security forces in Kashmir province earlier this year.

Amnesty International has repeatedly called on the
government to take steps to stop the reported extrajudicial
killings of unarmed civilians in Kashmir by prohibiting the
security forces to use lethal force unless faced with a life
threatening situation and by bringing those responsible for
extrajudicial killings to justice.

Recent reports show that abuses by the security forces in
Manipur are continuing. There have been reports of torture and
deaths in custody, including that of a 17-year old who
reportedly died in March this year after being beaten.

On 20 July, Amnesty International wrote to Prime Minister
Vishwanath Pratap Singh asking for the government’s comments
on its report and requesting to visit Manipur to discuss it

but has not yet received a reply to either request.
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