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Mr. President,

We welcome South Africa’s support for 44 recommendations to address GBVF and urge their swift
implementation, noting the importance of providing adequate financial resources to deliver outcomes
of the National Strategic Plan on GBVF.!

We welcome South Africa’s support for all four recommendations relating to sexual and reproductive
health and rights. In 2017, only 7% of the country’s health facilities were providing abortion services,
and the unregulated refusal by health care professionals to provide the services are major barriers to
access.? Meaningful steps to implement the recommendation to ensure women have access to these
health services, including abortion are urgently needed.?

Mr President,

We welcome South Africa’s support for all 19 recommendations made in relation to the right to access
quality basic education. Public schools are beset by decaying and dangerous infrastructure. Almost
3,000 schools use illegal plain pit toilets, which violate the rights to dignity, sanitation, privacy, and in
some cases life. The recommendations to improve and invest in school infrastructure are key to
ensuring progress on these rights.*
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We welcome South Africa’s support for all three recommendations made in relation to business and
human rights, including in the extractive sector. Government continues to fail to adequately monitor
mining companies’ implementation of their Social and Labour Plans, exacerbating the negative impacts
on human rights like access to water. Implementing the recommendation for the government to work
towards protecting the rights of local communities and involve them in their decision-making is
important in this regard.’

We encourage the government to implement supported recommendations as soon as possible and
urge it to submit a mid-term report on progress towards implementation of these recommendations
and use an ltem 6 General Debate to bring it to the attention of this Council.

Thank you.

Words: 325

5 Human Rights Council, Report of the Working Group on the Periodic Universal Review - South Africa, AHRC/52/17, 6 January
2023, recommendations 143.183 (Morocco), 143.184 (Japan), 143.278 (Tunisia).
2



