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NEW EU DATA PROTECTION LAW COULD HAMPER HUMAN RIGHTS WORK 

Data protection legislation which will be voted on by the European Parliament this week could 
restrict work by human rights organii.ations on behalf of victims of torture and other human rights 
violations, according to .Amnesty International. 

"If human rights organii.ations work to the letter of the law, they would have to let 
victims know that they are keeping infonnation about their cases," .Amnesty International said. 
"This could put the lives of victims and their friends or families in danger, or could tie our hands 
when we are trying to move quickly to save someone's life." 

The draft European Union (EU) Directive on Data Protection, which is aimed at 
restricting the exploitation and misuse of personal data, does not make exceptions for the 
particular needs of human rights organizations to collect and store data on individuals. 

Specific derogation from the directive is provided for "journalistic" and "artistic" 
purposes. In not offering a similar derogation to human rights organimions, the draft directive is 
putting at risk the legitimate work of .Amnesty International. The draft directive places an 
obligation on human rights organizations to negotiate derogations with individual EU 
governments, rather than ensuring a derogation within the legislation itself. 

The draft directive,. if agreed in its current form, will restrict Amnesty International in 
what information it can store on individuals, and the transfer of information outside the EU. It 
will also place on .Amnesty International the responsibility to inform victims of information being 
held: if put into practice, human rights victims, their families and friends, may be placed in 
danger . 

.Amnesty International, which supports the principle bf data protection and introduced its 
own guidelines in 1985, has proposed to the European Parliament amendments to the text of the 
draft directive. If accepted, these amendments, which includelhe addition of "human rights 
organizations" to the derogation clause in Article 9, will reflect that Amnesty International coUec:ts 
and stores information on behalf of human rights victims. 
ENDS\ 

AMNHTY INTERNATIONAL 

INTERNATIONAL SECRETARIAT 

1 Euton street. London WC1X IDJ, Unltlitd� 
Tel: (4-t) (71)413 5600 T'91egrams: AmnNty London WC1 Telell: _,. AMNSTV.G FAX: «44)(71)-1111 

E-meil: (GfeMNet)�.apc.«1, (GeoNet)---.1•· •�:1�a 
As Imm 16Aptil 1"5: Tei: (.U) (171,413 HOO i=&!:(;UJ('i11) -t•


