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SUMMARY 

 
This submission was prepared for the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) of South Africa in November 2022. The 
submission evaluates the implementation of recommendations made to South Africa in its previous UPR, including in 
relation to gender-based violence, sexual and reproductive health, education and business and human rights.  
  
It also assesses the national human rights framework with regard to new laws introduced during the period under review, 
compliance with Special Procedures, and the resourcing of the South African Human Rights Commission.     
  
Amnesty International is concerned about the high levels of gender-based violence, restrictions on sexual and 
reproductive health services, poor standards of school infrastructure, and non-compliance of mining companies with legal 
obligations.    
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FOLLOW UP TO THE PREVIOUS REVIEW  
  

1. In the previous review, South Africa accepted (supported) 187 out of 243 recommendations.1  
 

2. South Africa accepted 28 recommendations related to violence against women. As recommended, a National 
Strategic Plan (NSP) on Gender-Based Violence was adopted in 2020, but its implementation remains slow and 
violence against women continues with impunity. 2 Furthermore, the government has not established the National 
Council on Gender-Based Violence and Femicide, responsible for the coordination and implementation of the NSP.3  
 

3. Out of 15 accepted recommendations related to health, four pertained to sexual and reproductive health and rights, 
including recommendations to improve access to services.4 While some measures were taken to improve access 
and stop discrimination, barriers continue to prevent women and girls from accessing these.  

4. South Africa supported 16 recommendations related to improving access to and quality of education, including 
recommendations to take concrete measures to reduce the level of dropouts and to improve the quality of school 
facilities. 5 6 Yet an additional 500,000 learners dropped out of school in 2021, exacerbated by the Covid-19 
pandemic,7 and 5,167 schools still use pit latrines.8 

5. Three recommendations related to business and human rights – specifically to hold companies in the extractives 
industry accountable for human rights abuses and environmental degradation – which South Africa only noted 
and did not accept.9 As such mines are operating with little to no oversight and monitoring by the government, 
negatively impacting the rights of the communities they operate in.  

THE NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS FRAMEWORK  
  

6. In January 2022, President Cyril Ramaphosa signed three new laws to strengthen the legislative response to 
gender-based violence. The Criminal Law (Sexual Offences and Related Matters) Amendment Act, the Criminal 
and Related Matters Amendment Act, and the Domestic Violence Amendment Act.10  

7. South Africa maintains its declaration under Article 13 2(a) and Article 14 of the International Covenant on 
Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights, despite the Constitutional Court finding that the right to basic education in 
the South African Constitution is “immediately realisable”.11 12  

8. The South African Human Rights Commission continues to battle resource and capacity constraints whilst 
fulfilling its Constitutional mandate, forcing it to explore alternative funding opportunities.13  

9. South Africa is yet to accept a request for a country visit from the Working Group on Business and Human 
Rights.14  

THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION ON THE GROUND  

10. President Cyril Ramaphosa took office in 2018 after former President Zuma stepped down, following years of 
public protests calling for the latter’s resignation due to allegations of corruption. In his first State of the Nation 
Address, President Ramaphosa promised to usher in a new dawn and deal with the lack of service delivery, 
unemployment, and gender-based violence. Despite these promises, there has been little tangible improvement 
to people realising their human rights, and in some cases, the situation has worsened. 

Gender-based violence  

11. Gender-based violence (GBV) in South Africa is pervasive. Between 2019 and 2020, police recorded 171,070 
contact crimes committed against women.15 In the same period, 2,695 women were murdered, bringing the total 
number of women murdered to one every three hours. This is almost five times the global average.16 



INDEX: AFR 53/5274/2022 
MARCH 2022 
LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 

amnesty.org 

12. Between October to December 2021, the South African Police Services received a total of 14,188 reports of 
sexual offences, of which 11,315 were cases of rape. Of domestic violence-related crimes during the same 
period, women reported 94% of rape cases, 83% of common assault cases, and 86% of sexual assault cases.17 

13. In January 2022, President Cyril Ramaphosa enacted three new laws to strengthen protection against GBV.18 
However, despite progressive legislation addressing GBV in South Africa, there are systemic failures in the 
implementation of policies and legislation. Many women and girls are therefore unable to access and enjoy the 
rights and protections that have been provided for by law. Experiences reported by survivors highlight that the 
police often do not fulfil their obligations as mandated in legislation. For example, one survivor, who was raped 
three times in 2018 and 2019, reported the first and second cases, but did not report the third due to a lack of 
confidence in the police who she felt had bungled her cases. They failed ’to adequately investigate the cases 
even though she knew who the suspects were.19 

14. In September 2017, the Medical Research Council found that only 8.6% of rape cases opened by the police in 
2012 had resulted in convictions, citing a lack of resources and training for police officers, as well as failures to 
investigate the crimes and gather evidence. The study found that decisions of the police to arrest perpetrators 
and prosecutors to proceed with cases are influenced by wrongful beliefs of what constitutes ‘serious’ rape. This 
bias is replicated during trial proceedings, on part of the judge or defence attorney.20 

15. Victims are often fearful of reporting assaults to the police as there is an entrenched culture of harmful gender 
stereotypes and discriminatory attitudes. Some of these attitudes abet and perpetuate rape myths.21  Many 
victims have reported secondary victimisation when they come forward to report a case.22 

Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights  

16. Despite abortion being legally available in South Africa under the Choice in Termination of Pregnancy Act (1997) 
(CTOPA), barriers to accessing safe abortion services persist.  

17. Only 264 (7%) of the country’s 3,880 health facilities are providing termination of pregnancy services.23 The 
unregulated refusal by health care professionals to provide abortion services is a major contributor to the shortage 
of health facilities providing abortion services. While the Department of Health has drafted guidelines to regulate 
conscientious objection in 2019 – the National Clinical Guideline for Implementation of the Choice of Termination 
of Pregnancy Act24 - these were only released in 2021 and have yet to be fully disseminated and implemented. 

18. Approximately 83% of South Africa’s population relies on public facilities with unequal access to services, 
infrastructure and resources cutting across the public/private divide.25 The public health system services 
historically marginalised groups who experience intersecting forms of discrimination. Access to sexual and 
reproductive health (SRH) services, and particularly abortion services, follows this same pattern of unequal health 
care access and service provision. 

19. Barriers to accessing abortion are exacerbated by the failure to ensure abortion services are available at the 
primary health care level and especially in rural areas due to large distances to health facilities and the high costs 
of transport to reach them. 

20. The lack of knowledge among women and girls in relation to the legality of abortion is a major driver of unsafe 
abortions.26 Lack of information can lead to unnecessary delays in women and girls accessing lawful abortion 
services.  

21. A 2018 study noted “the need to push for population-wide education of women about their rights under the 
CTOPA, and how and where to gain access to services”.27 However, a subsequent investigation found that 
“national and provincial health departments have not been able to say where services are provided”.28 

Education  

22. The public education system continues to be characterised by decaying and dangerous infrastructure, 
overcrowded classrooms, and poor educational outcomes that perpetuate inequality, particularly among those 
living in poverty. In 2017, more than 75% of nine-year-olds could not read properly; less than 60% got as far as 
high school, and of those, less than 50% passed their matriculation.29  
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23. According to the government’s own statistics for 2021, 80,07% of schools had no laboratory; 69,59% had no 
library; only 17,39% of school-libraries were stocked; 79,6% had no internet access and 35,12% had no sports 
facilities. 90 schools lacked any electricity.30 Current government data shows that South Africa still has 5,167 
schools with basic pit toilets31 contrary to the government’s own initial commitment to eradicate dependency on 
them in identified schools by March 2022.32 However, data provided by the Department of Basic Education 
(DBE) on pit toilets is conflicting and indicative of a poor monitoring system or a lack of transparency.33  

24. Educational inequality was further exacerbated when the Covid-19 pandemic led to school closures and students 
in poorer communities not having access to remote learning.34 The government diverted funding which had been 
promised for the improvement of infrastructure in around 2,000 schools to Covid-19-related projects.35 In 2020, 
budget cuts from the DBE and other national departments were used to bail out state owned entity, South African 
Airways.36 37 

25. The National Income Dynamics Coronavirus Rapid Mobile Survey found that an additional 500,000 children 
dropped out of school during the pandemic compared to pre-pandemic rates. The drop-out rate reached 
approximately 750,000 by May 2021, or more than three times the pre-pandemic number of 230,000.38 The 
government has yet to announce how it plans to ensure these children return to school.39  

Business and Human Rights: lack of accountability and oversight of mining companies 

26. Under the Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act, Social and Labour Plans (SLPs) are legally 
binding mechanisms through which mining companies are required to address socio-economic impacts of 
mining on communities surrounding the mines.40 The Department of Mineral Resources and Energy (DMRE), the 
government body regulating the mining industry and the enforcement of SLPs, failed to adequately monitor 
mining companies’ implementation of SLPs. The failure by the DMRE to monitor SLPs results in these harmful 
impacts being exacerbated which negatively impacts the enjoyment of human rights by communities.41 

27. SLPs have done little to transform how mining companies operate and ensure that they meet their human rights 
responsibilities. This is largely due to the lack of state oversight on their activities.42   

28. The failure by mines to implement their SLPs is a compounding factor to the many challenges faced by 
communities, some of which include negative environmental, social and economic outcomes, gender inequality, 
and polluted water sources.43 

29. The DMRE is under-resourced and unable to perform its legislative duties; has a poor record management 
system and hinders access to information; has not given effect to the South African Human Rights Commission 
directives regarding public access to SLPs; and is unable to enforce mining companies’ compliance with SLP 
reporting obligations, resulting in communities feeling abandoned and unable to enjoy human rights.44 

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ACTION BY THE STATE UNDER REVIEW  
  
Amnesty International calls on the government of South Africa to:   
  
Gender-Based Violence 

30. Develop clear, measurable targets for every indicator of the National Strategic Plan on Gender-Based Violence in 
annual performance plans and ensure that this information is available to the public.  

31. Prioritise appropriate, mandatory, initial and continuous training for all relevant professionals, including police 
and investigating officers, detectives, and other law enforcement officials who work with victims and survivors of 
gender-based violence on fulfilling their legal obligations.  

32. Appropriately resource police officers and stations, including ensuring each station has a victim-friendly room.  

33. Ensure regular, independent monitoring and evaluation of the handling of rape cases by the police, including 
monitoring the quality and timeliness of investigations, and link performance related targets to these.  

34. Promote changes in the knowledge, attitudes and behaviours of people of all genders with a view to eradicating 
harmful gender stereotypes and myths around sexual violence, and promoting personal and bodily autonomy and 

https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/202110/dbe-annual-report-202021.pdf
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consent, for instance through informed awareness-raising campaigns owned by and directed at everyone in South 
African society.  

35. Provide appropriate, systematic and mandatory training for the relevant professionals working with sexual 
violence survivors in prevention and detection of sexual violence, gender equality and intersectional 
discrimination, rape myths and stereotypes, with a view to preventing secondary victimisation, and eradicating 
discriminatory practices and the application of gender stereotypes at all stages of the legal process. 

Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights   

36. Disseminate and implement awareness raising programmes and conduct comprehensive training for all health 
care workers and staff affiliated to healthcare facilities (including security guards, receptionists) on the National 
Clinical Guidelines for Implementation of the Choice of Termination of Pregnancy Act across all nine provinces, to 
ensure that refusals to provide abortion care is adequately regulated so it doesn't undermine pregnant people's 
right to access abortion.   

37. Ensure that facilities and services for sexual and reproductive health (SRH), including for abortion, are available 
and accessible for all, particularly in rural areas. 

38. Improve knowledge among health care workers and adolescents about sexual and reproductive health and rights, 
including through comprehensive sexuality education that involves both women and girls, and men and boys and 
through provision of accessible information on where to access SRH services, including abortion services. 

Education  

39. Withdraw the declaration in relation to Articles 13(2)(a) and 14 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights. 

40. Set concrete targets and deadlines for addressing all school infrastructure that requires upgrading and commit to 
meeting them by 2023 at the latest. 

41. Ensure all schools have access to adequate and safe water and sanitation, including replacing all unsafe and 
unsanitary pit toilets by 2023. 

42. Ensure that where targets are not met, appropriate remedial action is taken including holding both ministers and 
officials to account for any failings. 

Business and Human Rights: Lack of accountability and oversight of mining companies 

43. Develop and implement an action plan outlining the steps that will be taken to ensure that the DMRE increases 
its capacity to monitor SLP compliance with clear timelines for the implementation and take any necessary action 
to ensure a more effective enforcement of the provisions of the SLPs. 

44. Legally require that all company SLP reports to the DMRE are publicly disclosed and made available and 
accessible to employees, affected communities, and other stakeholders, in English and one other relevant local 
language and in a format that is understandable to the most marginalised irrespective of education levels.  

45. Increase the human and financial resources available to the DMRE to monitor and enforce compliance with SLPs. 

46. Review, in consultation with affected communities, mining companies and other relevant stakeholders, the SLP 
regulatory framework. This review must include: 

 Clear divisions of duties and responsibilities between the local government, the DMRE and mining 
companies. 

 Gender responsiveness and the inclusion of women in decision-making processes.  

 Creation of administrative, civil or criminal liability mechanisms for mining companies that fail to comply 
with their SLPs. 

 Clear directives that mining companies cannot defer unmet duties in a particular five-year SLP reporting 
cycle into the next five-year iteration. 

47. Amend the Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act to align with the Interim Protection of Informal 
Land Rights Act which embeds the right to full and informed consent. 



INDEX: AFR 53/5274/2022 
MARCH 2022 
LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 

amnesty.org 

ANNEX 1 

KEY AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL DOCUMENTS FOR FURTHER REFERENCE  
 
Gender-Based Violence 
 
Amnesty International, “Twitter Scorecard: Tracking Twitter’s Progress in Addressing Violence and Abuse Against Women 
Online in South Africa”, December 2021 (Index: AFR 53/4722/2021) amnesty.org.za/research/south-africa-new-report-
finds-twitter-continues-to-fall-short-on-protecting-women-online/  
 
Amnesty International, “South Africa: Crime stats paint a disturbing picture, showing that not enough is being done”, 19 
November 2021, amnesty.org.za/south-africa-crime-stats-paint-a-disturbing-picture-showing-that-not-enough-is-being-
done/  
 
Amnesty International, “Southern Africa: Alarming rise in the number of girls experiencing sexual abuse and unwanted 
pregnancies during the pandemic calls on governments to take action to protect girls’ rights”, 8 December 2021, 
amnesty.org.za/southern-africa-alarming-rise-in-the-number-of-girls-experiencing-sexual-abuse-and-unwanted-
pregnancies-during-the-pandemic-calls-on-governments-to-take-action-to-protect-girls-rights/ 
 
Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights 
 
Amnesty International, “South Africa: Barriers to safe and legal abortion in South Africa, February 2017 (Index: AFR 
53/5423/2017) www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr53/5423/2017/en/  
 
Business and Human Rights: Lack of accountability and oversight of mining companies 
 
Amnesty International, Centre for Applied Legal Studies, Sekhukhune Combined Mining-Affected Communities, 
“Unearthing the Truth: How the Mines Failed Communities in the Sekhukhune Region of South Africa”, February 2022, 
https://amnesty.org.za/research/unearthing-the-truth-how-the-mines-failed-communities-in-the-sekhukhune-region-of-
south-africa/ 
 
Amnesty International, “Smoke and Mirrors: Lonmin’s failure to address housing conditions at Marikana”, August 2016 
(Index: AFR 53/4552/2016) www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr53/4552/2016/en/  
 
Amnesty International, “South Africa: Authorities must protect coastal community’s right to consent to future mining on 
their land”, 8 February 2019, amnesty.org.za/research/south-africa-authorities-must-protect-coastal-communitys-right-to-
consent-to-future-mining-on-their-land/  
 
Education  
 
Amnesty International, Broken and Unequal: The State of Education in South Africa”, February 2020 (Index: AFR 
53/1705/2020) amnesty.org.za/wp-
content/uploads/2020/02/FINALBrokenAndUnequal_FULLREPORTredu_compressed.pdf  
 
Amnesty International, Education: Failing to Learn the Lessons?, February 2021, (Index: AFR 53/3344/2021) 
amnesty.org.za/research/education-failing-to-learn-the-lessons/   

 

Amnesty International, “South Africa: The Department of Basic Education Must Urgently Act to Replace All Pit Toilets and 
Fix Poor Education Infrastructure”, February 2022,  amnesty.org.za/south-africa-the-department-of-basic-education-
must-urgently-act-to-replace-all-pit-toilets-and-fix-poor-education-infrastructure/  

Amnesty International, “South Africa: State’s Budget Cuts Leave No Room for Human Rights”, October 2020, 
amnesty.org.za/south-africa-governments-budget-cuts-leave-no-room-for-human-rights/  

Annual Reports  
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Amnesty International, “Human Rights in Africa: Review of 2019”, 2019, (Index: AFR 01/1352/2020), 
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Amnesty International, “South Africa: Political leaders must stop blaming foreign nationals for the country’s 
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Amnesty International, “South Africa: President Ramaphosa must ensure recommendations in the State Capture report 
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the-state-capture-report-are-implemented/  
 
Amnesty International, “South Africa: Covid-19 can no longer be an excuse for human rights failures”, 10 December 
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ANNEX 2 
MATRIX OF RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE PREVIOUS CYCLE, WITH COMMENTS ON 
PROGRESS 
 

Recommendation  Position  Full list of themes  Assessment/comments on level of 

implementation 

Theme: A12 Acceptance of international norms 

139.18 Ratify the Optional 
Protocol to the Convention 
against Torture, to open up 
for international inspection 
its places of detention 
(Norway);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  A12 Acceptance of international 

norms  
D25 Prohibition of torture and 
cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment D26 Conditions of 
detention  
A28 Cooperation with other 
international mechanisms and 
institutions A24 Cooperation 
with special procedures  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- persons deprived of their liberty 

No comment. 

 

 

139.14 Ratify the Optional Protocol 
to the Convention against Torture 
with a view to establishing a national 
preventive mechanism against 
torture (Chile);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  A12 Acceptance of international 

norms  
D25 Prohibition of torture and 
cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment D26 Conditions of 
detention  

A44 Structure of the national human 

rights machinery  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- persons deprived of their liberty 

No comment. 

139.15 Ratify the Optional 
Protocol to the Convention against 
Torture and establish a national 
preventive mechanism (Hungary);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  A12 Acceptance of international 

norms  
D25 Prohibition of torture and 
cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment D26 Conditions of 
detention  

A44 Structure of the national human 

rights machinery  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- persons deprived of their liberty 

No comment. 

139.13 Intensify its efforts to ratify 
the Optional Protocol to the 
Convention against Torture, 
including by holding multi-
stakeholder consultations on a 
possible national preventive 
mechanism model most suitable for 
South Africa (Rwanda);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  A12 Acceptance of international 

norms  
D25 Prohibition of torture and 
cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment D26 Conditions of 
detention  

A61 Cooperation with civil society  

A44 Structure of the national human 

rights machinery  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- persons deprived of their liberty 

No comment. 
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139.17 Take all necessary measures 
to ensure that all reports of ill-
treatment and torture in prisons and 
centres of detention are adequately 
investigated and ratify the Optional 
Protocol to the Convention against 
Torture (Estonia);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  A12 Acceptance of international 

norms  
D25 Prohibition of torture and 
cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment D26 Conditions of 
detention  

D51 Administration of justice & fair 

trial  

B51 Right to an effective remedy  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- persons deprived of their liberty 

No comment. 

139.7 Ratify the Optional Protocol to 

the Convention against Torture and 

Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 

Treatment or Punishment (Spain) 

(Denmark) (Italy) (Lebanon) 

(Montenegro) (Senegal) (Burkina 

Faso) (Portugal) (Philippines) 

(Germany); Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  A12 Acceptance of international 

norms  
D25 Prohibition of torture and 
cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment D26 Conditions of 
detention  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- persons deprived of their liberty 

No comment. 

139.8 Promptly ratify the Optional 

Protocol to the Convention against 

Torture (Guatemala);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  A12 Acceptance of international 

norms  

D25 Prohibition of torture and cruel, 

inhuman or degrading treatment D26 

Conditions of detention  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- persons deprived of their liberty 

No comment. 

139.9 Ratify protocols as committed 

to, including the Optional Protocol to 

the Convention against Torture 

(Austria);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  A12 Acceptance of international 

norms  

D25 Prohibition of torture and cruel, 

inhuman or degrading treatment D26 

Conditions of detention  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- persons deprived of their liberty 

No comment. 

139.10 Become a party to the 

Optional Protocol to the Convention 

against Torture (Albania) (Togo); 

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  A12 Acceptance of international 

norms  

D25 Prohibition of torture and cruel, 

inhuman or degrading treatment D26 

Conditions of detention  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- persons deprived of their liberty 

No comment. 

139.11 Ratify the Optional Protocol 

to the Convention against Torture, 

signed in 2006 (Brazil); Source of 

position: A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  A12 Acceptance of international 

norms  

D25 Prohibition of torture and cruel, 

inhuman or degrading treatment D26 

Conditions of detention  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- persons deprived of their liberty 

No comment. 



INDEX: AFR 53/5274/2022 
MARCH 2022 
LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 

amnesty.org 

139.12 Continue to take measures to 

prevent torture and other forms of ill-

treatment, including steps towards 

the ratification of the Optional 

Protocol to the Convention against 

Torture (Georgia);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  A12 Acceptance of international 

norms  

D25 Prohibition of torture and cruel, 

inhuman or degrading treatment D26 

Conditions of detention  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- persons deprived of their liberty 

No comment. 

Theme: A21 National Mechanisms for Reporting and Follow-up (NMRF) 

139.33 Establish a standing 

interministerial committee to 

improve coordination in relation 

to human rights reporting and 

follow up on the 

implementation of 

recommendations (Ireland); 

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  A21 National Mechanisms 
for Reporting and Follow-
up (NMRF) A23 Follow-up 
to treaty bodies  

A25 Follow-up to special procedures  

A27 Follow-up to Universal Periodic 

Review (UPR)  

A29 Cooperation with regional 

mechanisms  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general 

Not Implemented  

Theme: A24 Cooperation with special procedures 

Recommendation  Position  Full list of themes  Assessment/comments on level of 

implementation 

139.31 Facilitate the visit of the 
Special Rapporteur on 
contemporary forms of racism, 
racial   
discrimination, xenophobia and 
related intolerance (Congo);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  A24 Cooperation with special 

procedures  

B32 Racial discrimination  

S10 SDG 10 - inequality  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and strong 

institutions  

Affected persons:  

- minorities/ racial, ethnic, linguistic, 

religious or descent-based groups 

Not Implemented  

139.30 Continue its active 
engagement with the United 
Nations human rights 
mechanisms (Azerbaijan);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  A24 Cooperation with special 

procedures  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and strong 

institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general 

No comment. 

Theme: A44 Structure of the national human rights machinery 

139.38 Establish an effective and 

independent national mechanism 

for the prevention of torture 

according to the criteria of the 

Optional Protocol to the 

Convention against Torture 

(Switzerland); Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  A44 Structure of the national human 

rights machinery  
D25 Prohibition of torture and 
cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment D26 Conditions of 
detention  
A12 Acceptance of international norms  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and strong 

institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- persons deprived of their liberty 

No comment. 
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Theme: A51 Human rights education – general 

139.186 Continue providing human 
rights education, in particular 
through access to information and  
promoting existing mechanisms for 
protection and  reparation (Ecuador);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  A51 Human rights education - general  

A54 Awareness raising and 

dissemination  

S04 SDG 4 - education  

Affected persons:  

- general 

No comment. 

Theme: B31 Equality & non-discrimination 

Theme: A45 National Human Rights Institution (NHRI) 

139.36 Continue strengthening the 
national human rights institutions of 

South Africa in accordance with its 

Constitution in order for them to be 
able to exercise their powers and 

execute their functions impartially 

and independently (Indonesia); 

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  A45 National Human Rights Institution 

(NHRI)  

A42 Institutions & policies - General  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and strong 

institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general 

Not implemented. 

 

The South African Human Rights 

Commission continues to battle resource and 

capacity constraints whilst fulfilling its 

Constitutional mandate. 

139.37 Provide adequate financial 
resources to the South African 
Human Rights Commission to 
enable it to carry out its work 
(Uganda);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  A45 National Human Rights Institution 

(NHRI)  
A63 Budget and 
resources (for human 
rights implementation) 
S16 SDG 16 - peace, 
justice and strong 
institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general 

Not implemented. 

 

The South African Human Rights 

Commission continues to battle resource and 

capacity constraints whilst fulfilling its 

Constitutional mandate. 

Theme: A47 Good governance 

139.131 Build on its rule of law 
tradition to actively combat 
corruption and other obstacles to the 
economic, social, cultural, civil and 
political rights of its people 
(Norway);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  A47 Good governance  

D51 Administration of justice & fair 

trial  
E1 Economic, social & 
cultural rights - general 
measures of 
implementation, D1  
S08 SDG 8 - economic growth, 

employment, decent work  

Affected persons:  

- general 

Not implemented. 

 

South Africa has continued to be plagued by 

corruption over the years. The Zondo 

Commission recently released parts one, two 

and three of its report, finding that 

corruption had taken place under former 

President Zuma’s stewardship. 

 

More recently, a Special Investigation Unit 

report found that corruption had taken place 

in the procurement of goods, works and 

services during the Covid-19 pandemic. 
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139.99 Strengthen the protection 
of lesbian, gay,  bisexual, 
transgender and intersex persons 
against  stigmatization, 
harassment and discrimination by   
promoting tolerance for sexual 
diversity and different gender 
identities and by clearly classifying 
acts of violence against these persons 
as hate crimes (Belgium).  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

A41 Constitutional and legislative 

framework  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender 

and intersex persons (LGBTI)  

Not implemented.  

 

The Prevention and Combating of Hate 

Crimes and Hate Speech Bill was revived 

towards the end of 2021 and opened for 

public comment. Verbal submissions are still 

pending, and the Bill is yet to be tabled in 

parliament.  

139.98 Develop policies, plans 
and information campaigns to 
eradicate at all levels stereotypes 
and discrimination against people 
based on their sexual orientation 
or gender identity, focusing 
particularly on public officials and 
those in charge of law 
enforcement (Chile).  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

A43 Human rights policies  

A54 Awareness raising and 

dissemination  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender 

and intersex persons (LGBTI)  

No comment. 

139.78 Strengthen its policy to 
combat racism, racial 
discrimination, xenophobia, and 
related intolerance (Côte d’Ivoire).  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

A43 Human rights policies  

G8 Non-citizens  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  
- minorities/ racial, ethnic, 
linguistic, religious or descent-
based groups - non-citizens 

Implemented. 

 

The National Action Plan Against Racism, 

Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and 

Related Intolerances was released on 25 

March 2019.  

139.95 Include in its action plans 
the protection of persons with 
albinism (Honduras).  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  
A46 National Plans of 
Action on Human Rights (or 
specific areas) S16 SDG 16 - 
peace, justice and strong 
institutions  

Affected persons:  

- minorities/ racial, ethnic, linguistic, 

religious or descent-based groups 

Partially implemented. 

 

The National Action Plan Against Racism, 

Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and 

Related Intolerances includes the need for 

protection of persons with albinism.  

The National Strategic Plan on Gender-

Based Violence and Femicide makes no 

mention on the protection of persons with 

albinism. 

139.93 Take measures to protect 
people with albinism and to 
develop educational campaigns to 
promote tolerance and respect for 
diversity (Israel); Source of 
position: A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

A54 Awareness raising and 

dissemination  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- minorities/ racial, ethnic, linguistic, 

religious or descent-based groups 

No comment. 

139.97 Engage non-governmental 
organizations on the lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender and intersex 
task team and update and 
implement the national lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender, and 
intersex strategy (United States of 
America).  
Source of position: 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

A61 Cooperation with civil society  

A43 Human rights policies  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender 

and intersex persons (LGBTI)  

No comment. 
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A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

139.89 Enhance the prevention, 
investigation, and prosecution of 
violent crimes against individuals 
belonging to vulnerable groups 
(United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland).  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

B2 Right to self-determination  

D51 Administration of justice & fair 

trial  

B51 Right to an effective remedy  

B52 Impunity  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- vulnerable persons/groups 

Not implemented 

 

The criminal justice system is failing people 

living in South Africa, particularly those 

belonging to vulnerable groups. Prosecution 

and conviction rates remain staggeringly 

low. 

The Prevention and Combating of Hate 

Crimes and Hate Speech Bill was revived 

towards the end of 2021 and opened for 

public comment. Verbal submissions are still 

pending, and the Bill is yet to be tabled in 

parliament.  

139.63 Heed the recommendation 
of the Human Rights Committee 
to redouble efforts to prevent and 
eliminate all manifestations of 
racism and xenophobia, as well as 
to improve the policing action in 
its response to violence against 
non-citizens (Honduras).  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

B32 Racial discrimination  

A23 Follow-up to treaty bodies  

D51 Administration of justice & fair 

trial  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- minorities/ racial, ethnic, linguistic, 

religious or descent-based groups - 

non-citizens 

Not implemented 

 

Xenophobic violence has continued with 

impunity over the reporting period. Spates of 

violence are often triggered by comments 

attributed to leaders and politicians 

perpetuating xenophobic narratives and 

blaming foreign nationals for societal ills. 

These are also fuelled on social media with 

little to no recourse by these platforms to 

curb this narrative.  

139.50 Ensure that the Prevention 
and Combating of Hate Crimes 
and Hate Speech Bill is in 
conformity with the International 
Convention on the Elimination of 
All Forms of Racial 
Discrimination and make every 
effort to expedite its enactment 
(Uruguay); Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

B32 Racial discrimination  

A41 Constitutional and legislative 

framework  

A12 Acceptance of international 

norms  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- minorities/ racial, ethnic, linguistic, 

religious or descent-based groups - 

non-citizens 

Not implemented 

 

The Prevention and Combating of Hate 

Crimes and Hate Speech Bill was revived 

towards the end of 2021 and opened for 

public comment. Verbal submissions are still 

pending, and the Bill is yet to be tabled in 

parliament.  

 

139.57 Take all necessary steps 
to address xenophobia through 
legislation, appropriate public 
awareness programmes and 
promotion of tolerance and 
cultural diversity, and adopt a 
national action plan to combat 
racism, racial discrimination, 
xenophobia, and related 
intolerance (Sweden); Source of 
position: A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

B32 Racial discrimination  

A41 Constitutional and legislative 

framework  

A45 National Human Rights 

Institution (NHRI)  

A46 National Plans of Action on 

Human Rights (or specific areas) S16 

SDG 16 - peace, justice and strong 

institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- minorities/ racial, ethnic, linguistic, 

religious or descent-based groups - 

non-citizens 

Partially implemented 

 

The National Action Plan Against Racism, 

Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and 

Related Intolerances was released on 25 

March 2019. However, xenophobic violence 

has continued with impunity over the 

reporting period. Spates of violence are often 

triggered by comments attributed to leaders 

and politicians perpetuating xenophobic 

narratives and blaming foreign nationals for 

societal ills. These are also fuelled on social 

media with little to no recourse by these 

platforms to curb this narrative. 

139.52 Ensure proper 
implementation of the Prevention 
and Combating of Hate Crimes 
and Hate Speech Bill and the 
draft national action plan to 
combat racism, racial 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

B32 Racial discrimination  

A41 Constitutional and legislative 

framework  

A46 National Plans of Action on 

Human Rights (or specific areas) S10 

SDG 10 - inequality  

Not implemented 

 

The Prevention and Combating of Hate 

Crimes and Hate Speech Bill was revived 

towards the end of 2021 and opened for 

public comment. Verbal submissions are still 
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discrimination, xenophobia, and 
related intolerance, once adopted 
(Republic of Moldova).  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- minorities/ racial, ethnic, linguistic, 

religious or descent-based groups - 

non-citizens 

pending, and the Bill is yet to be tabled in 

parliament. 

While the National Action Plan Against 

Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia 

and Related Intolerances was released on 25 

March 2019, implementation thereof is 

lacking.  

139.43 Expedite implementation 
of the Prevention and Combating 
of Hate Crimes and Hate Speech 
Bill and of a national action plan 
to combat racism, racial 
discrimination, xenophobia, and 
related intolerance (Spain).  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

B32 Racial discrimination  

A41 Constitutional and legislative 

framework  

A46 National Plans of Action on 

Human Rights (or specific areas) S16 

SDG 16 - peace, justice and strong 

institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- migrants  

- minorities/ racial, ethnic, linguistic, 

religious or descent-based groups - 

non-citizens 

Not implemented 

 

The Prevention and Combating of Hate 

Crimes and Hate Speech Bill was revived 

towards the end of 2021 and opened for 

public comment. Verbal submissions are still 

pending, and the Bill is yet to be tabled in 

parliament. 

While the National Action Plan Against 

Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia 

and Related Intolerances was released on 25 

March 2019, implementation thereof is 

lacking.  

139.59 Engage civil society, 
activists, non-governmental 
organizations and the media to 
seek common ground on the draft 
hate crimes bill (United States of 
America).  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

B32 Racial discrimination  

A41 Constitutional and legislative 

framework  

A61 Cooperation with civil society  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- minorities/ racial, ethnic, linguistic, 

religious or descent-based groups - 

media  

- human rights defenders  

- non-citizens 

Implemented 

 

The Bill was open for public comment 

towards the end of 2021. Verbal submissions 

to parliament by stakeholders are pending.  

139.53 Expedite the approval of 
the draft national action plan to 
combat racism, racial 
discrimination, xenophobia and 
related intolerance, by the 
relevant organ, and allocate 
proper resources for its 
implementation (Ethiopia);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

B32 Racial discrimination  

A41 Constitutional and legislative 

framework  

A63 Budget and resources (for human 

rights implementation) S10 SDG 10 - 

inequality  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- minorities/ racial, ethnic, linguistic, 

religious or descent-based groups - 

non-citizens 

Partially implemented. 

 

The National Action Plan Against Racism, 

Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and 

Related Intolerances was released on 25 

March 2019. Due to the lack of 

implementation, it is unclear if sufficient 

resources have been allocated for its 

implementation.  

139.51 Continue to combat hate 
crimes and hate speech and 
ensure that the provisions of the 
Prevention and Combating of 
Hate Crimes and Hate Speech 
Bill cannot be used to restrict the 
rights to freedom of expression 
and religion (Estonia); Source of 
position: A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

B32 Racial discrimination  

A41 Constitutional and legislative 

framework  

D42 Freedom of thought, conscience 

and religion  

D43 Freedom of opinion and 

expression  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- minorities/ racial, ethnic, linguistic, 

religious or descent-based groups - 

non-citizens 

No comment.  
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139.44 Expedite the adoption of 
the Prevention and Combating of 
Hate Crimes and Hate Speech 
Bill (Madagascar);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

B32 Racial discrimination  

A41 Constitutional and legislative 

framework  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- minorities/ racial, ethnic, linguistic, 

religious or descent-based groups - 

non-citizens 

Not implemented. 

The Prevention and Combating of Hate 

Crimes and Hate Speech Bill was revived 

towards the end of 2021 and opened for 

public comment. Verbal submissions are still 

pending, and the Bill is yet to be tabled in 

parliament. 

 

139.45 Expedite the adoption of 
the Prevention and Combating of 
Hate Crime and Hate Speech Bill, 
ensuring a strong legal 
framework against such crimes 
(Norway);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

B32 Racial discrimination  

A41 Constitutional and legislative 

framework  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- minorities/ racial, ethnic, linguistic, 

religious or descent-based groups - 

non-citizens 

Not implemented. 

The Prevention and Combating of Hate 

Crimes and Hate Speech Bill was revived 

towards the end of 2021 and opened for 

public comment. Verbal submissions are still 

pending, and the Bill is yet to be tabled in 

parliament. 

 

139.46 Complete the process of 
adopting the Prevention and 
Combating of Hate Crimes and 
Hate Speech Bill (Cuba);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

B32 Racial discrimination  

A41 Constitutional and legislative 

framework  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- minorities/ racial, ethnic, linguistic, 

religious or descent-based groups - 

non-citizens 

Not implemented 

 

The Prevention and Combating of Hate 

Crimes and Hate Speech Bill was revived 

towards the end of 2021 and opened for 

public comment. Verbal submissions are still 

pending, and the Bill is yet to be tabled in 

parliament. 

 

139.48 Continue efforts to 
combat racial   
discrimination and hate speech, 
accelerate the enactment of the 
law concerning hate crimes and 
hate speech, which has been 
presented for general comments 
(Tunisia);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

B32 Racial discrimination  

A41 Constitutional and legislative 

framework  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- minorities/ racial, ethnic, linguistic, 

religious or descent-based groups - 

non-citizens 

Not implemented. 

 

The Prevention and Combating of Hate 

Crimes and Hate Speech Bill was revived 

towards the end of 2021 and opened for 

public comment. Verbal submissions are still 

pending, and the Bill is yet to be tabled in 

parliament. 

 

139.49 Adopt the law of 2016 on 
prevention and combating of hate 
crimes and hate speech and work 
towards disseminating a culture 
of coexistence and enhancing the 
values of tolerance (United Arab 
Emirates);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

B32 Racial discrimination  

A41 Constitutional and legislative 

framework  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- migrants  

- minorities/ racial, ethnic, linguistic, 

religious or descent-based groups - 

non-citizens 

Not implemented. 

 

The Prevention and Combating of Hate 

Crimes and Hate Speech Bill was revived 

towards the end of 2021 and opened for 

public comment. Verbal submissions are still 

pending, and the Bill is yet to be tabled in 

parliament. 

139.75 Redouble its efforts to 
prevent and eliminate all signs of 
racism and xenophobia (Central 
African Republic);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

B32 Racial discrimination  

A41 Constitutional and legislative 

framework  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

Not implemented. 

 

The National Action Plan Against Racism, 

Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and 

Related Intolerances was released on 25 

March 2019. However, xenophobic violence 

has continued with impunity over the 

reporting period. Spates of violence are often 
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- minorities/ racial, ethnic, linguistic, 

religious or descent-based groups - 

non-citizens 

triggered by comments attributed to leaders 

and politicians perpetuating xenophobic 

narratives and blaming foreign nationals for 

societal ills. These are also fuelled on social 

media with little to no recourse by these 

platforms to curb this narrative. 

139.77 Take adequate measures 
to combat acts of racism and 
xenophobia against non-nationals 
(Congo);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

B32 Racial discrimination  

A41 Constitutional and legislative 

framework  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- non-citizens 

Not implemented. 

 

The National Action Plan Against Racism, 

Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and 

Related Intolerances was released on 25 

March 2019. However, xenophobic violence 

has continued with impunity over the 

reporting period. Spates of violence are often 

triggered by comments attributed to leaders 

and politicians perpetuating xenophobic 

narratives and blaming foreign nationals for 

societal ills. These are also fuelled on social 

media with little to no recourse by these 

platforms to curb this narrative. 

139.80 Take measures to prevent 
risks of violence against 
foreigners, migrants or asylum 
seekers (France);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

B32 Racial discrimination  

A42 Institutions & policies - General  

G4 Migrants  

G5 Refugees & asylum seekers  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- migrants  

- refugees & asylum seekers  

- non-citizens 

Not implemented 

 

The National Action Plan Against Racism, 

Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and 

Related Intolerances was released on 25 

March 2019. However, xenophobic violence 

has continued with impunity over the 

reporting period. Spates of violence are often 

triggered by comments attributed to leaders 

and politicians perpetuating xenophobic 

narratives and blaming foreign nationals for 

societal ills. These are also fuelled on social 

media with little to no recourse by these 

platforms to curb this narrative. 

139.73 Continue efforts to 
combat all forms of racial 
discrimination, xenophobia and 
racism, in particular with respect 
to refugees, asylum seekers and 
migrants (Senegal);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

B32 Racial discrimination  

A42 Institutions & policies - General  

G8 Non-citizens  

G4 Migrants  

G5 Refugees & asylum seekers  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- migrants  

- minorities/ racial, ethnic, linguistic, 

religious or descent-based groups - 

refugees & asylum seekers  

- non-citizens 

Not implemented 

 

The National Action Plan Against Racism, 

Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and 

Related Intolerances was released on 25 

March 2019. However, xenophobic violence 

has continued with impunity over the 

reporting period. Spates of violence are often 

triggered by comments attributed to leaders 

and politicians perpetuating xenophobic 

narratives and blaming foreign nationals for 

societal ills. These are also fuelled on social 

media with little to no recourse by these 

platforms to curb this narrative. 

139.82 Prevent racial 
discrimination and other forms of 
expression with xenophobic 
overtones against foreigners 
(Kenya);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

B32 Racial discrimination  

A42 Institutions & policies - General  

G8 Non-citizens  

S10 SDG 10 - inequality  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- migrants  

- non-citizens 

Not implemented 

 

The National Action Plan Against Racism, 

Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and 

Related Intolerances was released on 25 

March 2019. However, xenophobic violence 

has continued with impunity over the 

reporting period. Spates of violence are often 

triggered by comments attributed to leaders 

and politicians perpetuating xenophobic 

narratives and blaming foreign nationals for 

societal ills. These are also fuelled on social 

media with little to no recourse by these 

platforms to curb this narrative. 
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139.84 Continue its efforts aimed 
at combating racism and racial 
discrimination and xenophobia 
(Libya);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

B32 Racial discrimination  

A42 Institutions & policies - General  

G8 Non-citizens  

S10 SDG 10 - inequality  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- migrants  

- minorities/ racial, ethnic, linguistic, 

religious or descent-based groups - 

non-citizens 

Not implemented 

 

The National Action Plan Against Racism, 

Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and 

Related Intolerances was released on 25 

March 2019. However, xenophobic violence 

has continued with impunity over the 

reporting period. Spates of violence are often 

triggered by attributed to by leaders and 

politicians perpetuating xenophobic 

narratives and blaming foreign nationals for 

societal ills. These are also fuelled on social 

media with little to no recourse by these 

platforms to curb this narrative. 

139.83 Strengthen measures to 
prevent and eradicate all 
manifestations of discrimination, 
xenophobia and violence against 
foreign nationals (Rwanda); 
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

B32 Racial discrimination  

A42 Institutions & policies - General  

G8 Non-citizens  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- non-citizens 

Not implemented. 

 

The National Action Plan Against Racism, 

Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and 

Related Intolerances was released on 25 

March 2019. However, xenophobic violence 

has continued with impunity over the 

reporting period. Spates of violence are often 

triggered by comments attributed to leaders 

and politicians perpetuating xenophobic 

narratives and blaming foreign nationals for 

societal ills. These are also fuelled on social 

media with little to no recourse by these 

platforms to curb this narrative. 

139.42 Pursue initiatives within 
the framework of the Durban 
Declaration and Programme of 
Action (Ecuador);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

B32 Racial discrimination  

A42 Institutions & policies - General  

S10 SDG 10 - inequality  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- minorities/ racial, ethnic, linguistic, 

religious or descent-based groups 

Partially implemented 

 

The National Action Plan Against Racism, 

Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and 

Related Intolerances was released on 25 

March 2019. However, xenophobic violence 

has continued with impunity over the 

reporting period. Spates of violence are often 

triggered by comments attributed to leaders 

and politicians perpetuating xenophobic 

narratives and blaming foreign nationals for 

societal ills. These are also fuelled on social 

media with little to no recourse by these 

platforms to curb this narrative. 

139.85 Promote dialogue within 
the communities with a view to 
face the root causes of 
discrimination and violence 
(Guatemala);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

B32 Racial discrimination  

A42 Institutions & policies - General  

S10 SDG 10 - inequality  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- minorities/ racial, ethnic, linguistic, 

religious or descent-based groups - 

non-citizens 

No comment. 

139.86 Exert additional efforts to 
combat   
discrimination and xenophobia 
(Iraq);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

B32 Racial discrimination  

A42 Institutions & policies - General  

S10 SDG 10 - inequality  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- non-citizens 

Partially implemented 

 

The National Action Plan Against Racism, 

Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and 

Related Intolerances was released on 25 

March 2019. However, xenophobic violence 

has continued with impunity over the 

reporting period. Spates of violence are often 

triggered by comments attributed to leaders 

and politicians perpetuating xenophobic 

narratives and blaming foreign nationals for 

societal ills. These are also fuelled on social 

media with little to no recourse by these 
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platforms to curb this narrative. 

139.58 Continue to promote the 
effective   
implementation of the Durban 
Declaration and Programme of 
Action by the international 
community, in order to combat 
racism (China); Source of 
position: A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

B32 Racial discrimination  

A42 Institutions & policies - General  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- minorities/ racial, ethnic, linguistic, 

religious or descent-based groups 

Partially implemented 

 

The National Action Plan Against Racism, 

Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and 

Related Intolerances was released on 25 

March 2019. However, xenophobic violence 

has continued with impunity over the 

reporting period. Spates of violence are often 

triggered by comments attributed to leaders 

and politicians perpetuating xenophobic 

narratives and blaming foreign nationals for 

societal ills. These are also fuelled on social 

media with little to no recourse by these 

platforms to curb this narrative. 

139.54 Accelerate procedures for 
adopting the draft national action 
plan to combat racism, racial 
discrimination, xenophobia and 
related intolerance (Togo);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

B32 Racial discrimination  

A46 National Plans of Action on 

Human Rights (or specific areas) S10 

SDG 10 - inequality  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- minorities/ racial, ethnic, linguistic, 

religious or descent-based groups - 

non-citizens 

Implemented 

  

The National Action Plan Against Racism, 

Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and 

Related Intolerances was released on 25 

March 2019. 

139.55 Consolidate the draft 
national action plan to combat 
racism, racial discrimination, 
xenophobia and related 
intolerance (Bolivarian Republic 
of Venezuela);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

B32 Racial discrimination  

A46 National Plans of Action on 

Human Rights (or specific areas) S10 

SDG 10 - inequality  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- minorities/ racial, ethnic, linguistic, 

religious or descent-based groups - 

non-citizens 

Implemented  

 

The National Action Plan Against Racism, 

Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and 

Related Intolerances was released on 25 

March 2019. 

139.47 Expedite the legislative 
process related to the draft 
national action plan to combat 
racism, racial discrimination, 
xenophobia and related 
intolerance (Turkey);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

B32 Racial discrimination  

A46 National Plans of Action on 

Human Rights (or specific areas) S16 

SDG 16 - peace, justice and strong 

institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- minorities/ racial, ethnic, linguistic, 

religious or descent-based groups - 

non-citizens 

Implemented 

  

The National Action Plan Against Racism, 

Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and 

Related Intolerances was released on 25 

March 2019. 

139.56 Continue efforts to 
finalize the draft national action 
plan to combat racism, racial 
discrimination, xenophobia and 
related intolerance (Namibia); 
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

B32 Racial discrimination  

A46 National Plans of Action on 

Human Rights (or specific areas) S16 

SDG 16 - peace, justice and strong 

institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- minorities/ racial, ethnic, linguistic, 

religious or descent-based groups - 

non-citizens 

Implemented 

  

The National Action Plan Against Racism, 

Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and 

Related Intolerances was released on 25 

March 2019. 
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139.62 Conduct educational 
campaigns on access to judicial 
remedies for racial discrimination 
(Timor Leste);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

B32 Racial discrimination  

A54 Awareness raising and 

dissemination  

B51 Right to an effective remedy  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- minorities/ racial, ethnic, linguistic, 

religious or descent-based groups - 

non-citizens 

No comment. 

139.61 Raise social awareness 
against any form of xenophobic 
and racist thinking and attitudes 
for the benefit of sustainable 
development and regional 
stability (Hungary);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

B32 Racial discrimination  

A54 Awareness raising and 

dissemination  

E1 Economic, social & cultural rights - 

general measures of implementation  

S10 SDG 10 - inequality  

S12 SDG 12 - sustainable 

consumption and production  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- minorities/ racial, ethnic, linguistic, 

religious or descent-based groups - 

non-citizens 

Not implemented 

 

While the National Action Plan Against 

Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia 

and Related Intolerances was released on 25 

March 2019, xenophobic violence has 

continued with impunity over the reporting 

period. Spates of violence are often triggered 

by comments attributed to leaders and 

politicians perpetuating xenophobic 

narratives and blaming foreign nationals for 

societal ills. These are also fuelled on social 

media with little to no recourse by these 

platforms to curb this narrative. 

139.60 Strengthen measures to 
prevent violence against 
foreigners. These include 
comprehensive education and 
awareness programmes regarding 
xenophobia and the rights of 
migrants, including   
refugees and asylum seekers, as 
well as programmes that promote 
inclusion (Canada);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

B32 Racial discrimination  

A54 Awareness raising and 

dissemination  

G4 Migrants  

G5 Refugees & asylum seekers  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- migrants  

- refugees & asylum seekers  

- non-citizens 

No comment. 

139.68 Prosecute perpetrators of 
crimes motivated by racial 
discrimination and xenophobia 
and encourage dialogue among 
communities in conflict (Central 
African Republic);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

B32 Racial discrimination  

D51 Administration of justice & fair 

trial  

B52 Impunity  

A54 Awareness raising and 

dissemination  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- minorities/ racial, ethnic, linguistic, 

religious or descent-based groups - 

non-citizens 

Not implemented 

 

The Prevention and Combating of Hate 

Crimes and Hate Speech Bill was revived 

towards the end of 2021 and opened for 

public comment. Verbal submissions are still 

pending, and the Bill is yet to be tabled in 

parliament. 

 

139.67 Not only work to bring 
perpetrators to justice, but also 
establish a dialogue among 
relevant stakeholders to address 
the root causes of xenophobia 
(Thailand);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

B32 Racial discrimination  

D51 Administration of justice & fair 

trial  

B52 Impunity  

A61 Cooperation with civil society  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

Not implemented 

 

Xenophobic violence has continued with 

impunity over the reporting period. Spates of 

violence are often triggered by comments 

attributed to leaders and politicians 

perpetuating xenophobic narratives and 

blaming foreign nationals for societal ills. 

These are also fueled on social media with 

little to no recourse by these platforms to 
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- non-citizens curb this narrative. 

While the South African Human Rights 

Commission held dialogues to establish the 

root causes of xenophobia in 2018, little has 

been done since in addressing these since. 

139.69 Take appropriate action to 
punish people motivated by racial 
discrimination and xenophobia 
(Uganda);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

B32 Racial discrimination  

D51 Administration of justice & fair 

trial  

B52 Impunity  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- minorities/ racial, ethnic, linguistic, 

religious or descent-based groups - 

non-citizens 

Not implemented 

 

Xenophobic violence has continued with 

impunity over the reporting period. Spates of 

violence are often triggered by comments 

attributed to leaders and politicians 

perpetuating xenophobic narratives and 

blaming foreign nationals for societal ills. 

These are also fuelled on social media with 

little to no recourse by these platforms to 

curb this narrative. 

 

139.70 Ensure the investigation 
of all incidents of hate crimes and 
hate speech and prosecute the 
perpetrators (Israel);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

B32 Racial discrimination  

D51 Administration of justice & fair 

trial  

B52 Impunity  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- minorities/ racial, ethnic, linguistic, 

religious or descent-based groups - 

non-citizens 

Not implemented 

 

The Prevention and Combating of Hate 

Crimes and Hate Speech Bill was revived 

towards the end of 2021 and opened for 

public comment. Verbal submissions are still 

pending, and the Bill is yet to be tabled in 

parliament. 

 

139.65 Redouble efforts to 
prevent and eradicate all 
manifestations of racism and 
xenophobia and improve the 
policing action in its response to 
violence against refugees, asylum 
seekers and migrants, among 
others (Guatemala);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

B32 Racial discrimination  

D51 Administration of justice & fair 

trial  

G4 Migrants  

G5 Refugees & asylum seekers  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- minorities/ racial, ethnic, linguistic, 

religious or descent-based groups - 

non-citizens 

Not implemented 

 

Xenophobic violence has continued with 

impunity over the reporting period. Spates of 

violence are often triggered by comments 

attributed to leaders and politicians 

perpetuating xenophobic narratives and 

blaming foreign nationals for societal ills. 

These are also fuelled on social media with 

little to no recourse by these platforms to 

curb this narrative. Police officers are also 

allegedly perpetrators of xenophobic 

attitudes and behaviours towards foreign 

nationals.  

139.64 Improve police responses 
to violence against foreigners 
(Central African Republic);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

B32 Racial discrimination  

D51 Administration of justice & fair 

trial  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- non-citizens 

Not implemented 

 

Xenophobic violence has continued with 

impunity over the reporting period. Spates of 

violence are often triggered by comments 

attributed to leaders and politicians 

perpetuating xenophobic narratives and 

blaming foreign nationals for societal ills. 

These are also fuelled on social media with 

little to no recourse by these platforms to 

curb this narrative. Police officers are also 

allegedly perpetrators of xenophobic 

attitudes and behaviours towards foreign 

nationals.  

139.88 Continue to improve 
socioeconomic development 
strategies and plans in order to 
avoid xenophobia and other 
forms of intolerance towards 
foreigners in South Africa 
(Ukraine);  

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

B32 Racial discrimination  

E1 Economic, social & cultural rights - 

general measures of implementation  

A42 Institutions & policies - General  

S10 SDG 10 - inequality  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

No comment. 
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Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Affected persons:  

- migrants  

- non-citizens 

139.76 Fight all forms of 
xenophobia and reject 
discrimination against migrants 
(Chad);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

B32 Racial discrimination  

G4 Migrants  

A42 Institutions & policies - General  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- migrants  

- non-citizens 

Not implemented. 

 

Xenophobic violence has continued with 

impunity over the reporting period. Spates of 

violence are often triggered by comments 

attributed to leaders and politicians 

perpetuating xenophobic narratives and 

blaming foreign nationals for societal ills. 

These are also fueled on social media with 

little to no recourse by these platforms to 

curb this narrative. 

139.87 Step up measures aimed 
at addressing the systematic 
attacks on immigrants 
(Mozambique); Source of 
position: A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

B32 Racial discrimination  

G4 Migrants  

D51 Administration of justice & fair 

trial  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- migrants 

Not implemented. 

 

Xenophobic violence has continued with 

impunity over the reporting period. Spates of 

violence are often triggered by comments 

attributed to leaders and politicians 

perpetuating xenophobic narratives and 

blaming foreign nationals for societal ills. 

These are also fuelled on social media with 

little to no recourse by these platforms to 

curb this narrative. 

139.79 Take all additional 
measures to prevent and eradicate 
all manifestations of any form of 
racism and xenophobia against 
non-citizens, including refugees, 
asylum seekers and migrants 
(Greece); Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

B32 Racial discrimination  

G4 Migrants  

G5 Refugees & asylum seekers  

G8 Non-citizens  

A41 Constitutional and legislative 

framework  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- migrants  

- minorities/ racial, ethnic, linguistic, 

religious or descent-based groups - 

refugees & asylum seekers  

- non-citizens 

Not implemented 

 

Xenophobic violence has continued with 

impunity over the reporting period. Spates of 

violence are often triggered by comments 

attributed to leaders and politicians 

perpetuating xenophobic narratives and 

blaming foreign nationals for societal ills. 

These are also fuelled on social media with 

little to no recourse by these platforms to 

curb this narrative. 

139.74 Continue its efforts to 
combat discrimination, 
xenophobia and racism against 
non-citizens (Bangladesh);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

B32 Racial discrimination  

G8 Non-citizens  

A42 Institutions & policies - General  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- non-citizens 

Not implemented 

 

Xenophobic violence has continued with 

impunity over the reporting period. Spates of 

violence are often triggered by comments 

attributed to leaders and politicians 

perpetuating xenophobic narratives and 

blaming foreign nationals for societal ills. 

These are also fuelled on social media with 

little to no recourse by these platforms to 

curb this narrative. 

139.66 Continue its efforts to 
prevent and eradicate all 
manifestations of racism and 
xenophobia and to improve 
policing responses to violence 
against non-nationals (State of 
Palestine);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

B32 Racial discrimination  

G8 Non-citizens  

D51 Administration of justice & fair 

trial  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- minorities/ racial, ethnic, linguistic, 

religious or descent-based groups - 

Not implemented 

 

Xenophobic violence has continued with 

impunity over the reporting period. Spates of 

violence are often triggered by comments 

attributed to leaders and politicians 

perpetuating xenophobic narratives and 

blaming foreign nationals for societal ills. 

These are also fuelled on social media with 

little to no recourse by these platforms to 

curb this narrative. 
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non-citizens 

139.91 Protect persons with 
albinism from violence, 
abduction, discrimination and 
stigmatization (Portugal);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

D51 Administration of justice & fair 

trial  

B51 Right to an effective remedy  

B52 Impunity  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- minorities/ racial, ethnic, linguistic, 

religious or descent-based groups 

No comment. 

139.94 Thoroughly investigate 
and prosecute reported incidents 
of abductions and killings of 
persons with albinism (Sierra 
Leone);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

D51 Administration of justice & fair 

trial  

B51 Right to an effective remedy  

B52 Impunity  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- minorities/ racial, ethnic, linguistic, 

religious or descent-based groups 

No comment. 

139.96 Strengthen the protection 
of people with albinism from 
violence, abduction, 
discrimination, stigmatization and 
related intolerance (Mauritania); 
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

D51 Administration of justice & fair 

trial  

B51 Right to an effective remedy  

S10 SDG 10 - inequality  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- minorities/ racial, ethnic, linguistic, 

religious or descent-based groups 

No comment. 

139.71 Work to hold perpetrators 
of xenophobic violence to 
account (Australia);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

D51 Administration of justice & fair 

trial  

B52 Impunity  

G8 Non-citizens  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- non-citizens 

Not implemented 

 

Xenophobic violence has continued with 

impunity over the reporting period. Spates of 

violence are often triggered by comments 

attributed to leaders and politicians 

perpetuating xenophobic narratives and 

blaming foreign nationals for societal ills. 

These are also fuelled on social media with 

little to no recourse by these platforms to 

curb this narrative. 

139.92 Protect people with 
albinism (Congo); Source of 
position: A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

D51 Administration of justice & fair 

trial  

B52 Impunity  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- minorities/ racial, ethnic, linguistic, 

religious or descent-based groups 

No comment. 

139.100 Take urgent measures 
for the investigation and effective 
punishment of perpetrators of 
discrimination and violence 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender and intersex persons 
(Argentina);  

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

D51 Administration of justice & fair 

trial  

B52 Impunity  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender 

Not implemented 

 

The Prevention and Combating of Hate 

Crimes and Hate Speech Bill was revived 

towards the end of 2021 and opened for 

public comment. Verbal submissions are still 

pending, and the Bill is yet to be tabled in 
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Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

and intersex persons (LGBTI)  parliament. 

 

139.101 Take steps to ensure the 
prevention, investigation and 
prosecution of cases of violence 
against persons based on sexual 
orientation and gender identity 
(Israel);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

D51 Administration of justice & fair 

trial  

B52 Impunity  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender 

and intersex persons (LGBTI)  

Not implemented 

 

The Prevention and Combating of Hate 

Crimes and Hate Speech Bill was revived 

towards the end of 2021 and opened for 

public comment. Verbal submissions are still 

pending, and the Bill is yet to be tabled in 

parliament. 

139.102 Strengthen its system for 
monitoring, reporting and 
analysing crimes of violence and 
discrimination against individuals 
based on grounds of sexual 
orientation or gender identity   
(Netherlands);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

D51 Administration of justice & fair 

trial  

B52 Impunity  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender 

and intersex persons (LGBTI)  

Not implemented 

 

The Prevention and Combating of Hate 

Crimes and Hate Speech Bill was revived 

towards the end of 2021 and opened for 

public comment. Verbal submissions are still 

pending, and the Bill is yet to be tabled in 

parliament. 

 

139.81 Take all required 
measures to halt the exploitation 
of migrants, asylum seekers and 
refugees and facilitate their 
integration into society (Turkey);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

G4 Migrants  

G5 Refugees & asylum seekers  

S10 SDG 10 - inequality  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- migrants  

- refugees & asylum seekers 

No comment. 

Theme: B41 Right to development 

139.136 Continue to 
consolidate the national 
development plan on the 
eradication of poverty 
(Bolivarian Republic of 
Venezuela);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B41 Right to development  
E1 Economic, social & 
cultural rights - general 
measures of 
implementation  

E25 Human rights & poverty  

S01 SDG 1 - poverty  

S08 SDG 8 - economic growth, 

employment, decent work  

Affected persons:  

- general 

No comment. 

139.134 Continue strengthening 
social programmes in the context of 
nation-building and social cohesion 
(Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B41 Right to development  
E1 Economic, social & 
cultural rights - general 
measures of 
implementation  

S08 SDG 8 - economic growth, 

employment, decent work  

Affected persons:  

- general 

No comment. 

139.135 Continue its efforts to 

implement the country’s 

national development plan 

(Pakistan); Source of 

position: A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B41 Right to development  
E1 Economic, social & 
cultural rights - general 
measures of 
implementation  
S08 SDG 8 - economic growth, 

employment, decent work  

No comment. 
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Affected persons:  

- general 

139.149 Continue its efforts to 
achieve development, the 
eradication of poverty and the 
elimination of racial discrimination 
(Yemen);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  B41 Right to development  

E25 Human rights & poverty  

B32 Racial discrimination  

S01 SDG 1 - poverty  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  
- minorities/ racial, ethnic, 
linguistic, religious or descent-
based groups - persons living in 
poverty 

No comment. 

Theme: D26 Conditions of detention 

139.113 Improve conditions in 
detention centres and avoid 
overcrowding, as well as the 
detention of migrants (Mexico);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  D26 Conditions of detention  

G4 Migrants  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- migrants  

- persons deprived of their liberty 

No comment. 

Theme: D27 Prohibition of slavery, trafficking 

139.126 Continue the efforts 

aimed at combating trafficking 

in persons, particularly women 

and children, in the framework 

of enforcing national legislation 

and the international 

conventions that South Africa 

has ratified (United Arab 

Emirates); Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  D27 Prohibition of slavery, trafficking  

A12 Acceptance of international 

norms  

A41 Constitutional and legislative 

framework  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- women  

- children 

No comment. 

139.128 Continue its efforts to 
combat trafficking of persons 
through the effective 
implementation of the Prevention 
and Combating of Trafficking in 
Persons Act (Maldives);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  D27 Prohibition of slavery, trafficking  

A41 Constitutional and legislative 

framework  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- women  

- children 

No comment. 

139.129 Consider formulating a 
national plan of action on 
trafficking, with a particular focus 
on data on trafficking in children 
(Bangladesh);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  D27 Prohibition of slavery, trafficking  
A46 National Plans of 
Action on Human Rights (or 
specific areas) F31 Children: 
definition; general principles; 
protection  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- children 

No comment. 
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139.125 Closely cooperate with 

relevant   
governmental and non-
governmental foreign agencies to 
tackle trafficking in persons and 
ensure that appropriate protection is 
rendered to various groups of 
victims, including victims who are 
foreign nationals (Thailand);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  D27 Prohibition of slavery, trafficking  

A61 Cooperation with civil society  
A28 Cooperation with other 
international mechanisms and 
institutions B51 Right to an 
effective remedy  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- women  

- children  

- non-citizens 

No comment. 

139.124 Continue the ongoing 
efforts to combat human trafficking 
and strengthen measures to protect 
victims of trafficking (Sri Lanka);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  D27 Prohibition of slavery, trafficking  

B51 Right to an effective remedy  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- women  

- children 

No comment. 

139.127 Continue measures to 
combat trafficking in human beings 
(Azerbaijan);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  D27 Prohibition of slavery, trafficking  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- women  

- children 

No comment. 

Theme: D31 Liberty and security – general 

139.107 Continue to combat 
violence and crime in large cities 
(Angola);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  D31 Liberty and security - general  

D51 Administration of justice & fair 

trial  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general 

No comment 

Theme: D43 Freedom of opinion and expression 

139.118 Continue its efforts to 
ensure the right to access to 
information and freedom of 
expression by adopting regulations 
that would be in accordance with 
both the South African 
Constitution and the international 
treaties and commitments of South 
Africa (Poland);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  D43 Freedom of opinion and 

expression  

A41 Constitutional and legislative 

framework  

A12 Acceptance of international 

norms  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general 

No comment. 

139.121 Safeguard journalists and 
writers, especially those working for 
State-owned media houses or public 
broadcasters, so they can work 
freely and without fear of reprisal 
for expressing critical opinions or 
covering subjects that the 
Government may find sensitive 
(Sweden);  

Supported  D43 Freedom of opinion and 

expression  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- media 

No comment. 
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Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Theme: D51 Administration of justice & fair trial 

139.116 Ensure that bills relating to 
traditional courts and traditional 
leaders currently under discussion 
are in conformity with the 
international commitments of South 
Africa (France);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  D51 Administration of justice & fair 

trial  

A12 Acceptance of international 

norms  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general 

No comment. 

139.115 Step up its efforts to 
improve legal aid for destitute 
people in order to guarantee 
access to justice and a fair trial for 
all (Burundi);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  D51 Administration of justice & fair 

trial  

B51 Right to an effective remedy  

E25 Human rights & poverty  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- persons living in poverty 

No comment. 

139.111 Redouble efforts to 
reduce the use of excessive 
force by the police through a   
comprehensive effort to educate 
policemen on proper procedures and 
prosecute those law enforcement 
officials who persist (Iceland);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  D51 Administration of justice & fair 

trial  
D25 Prohibition of torture and 
cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment A53 Professional 
training in human rights  

B52 Impunity  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- law enforcement / police officials 

Not implemented 

 

Security forces continued to use excessive 

force against peaceful protesters and 

hundreds of people died as a result of police 

action.  

 

The Independent Police Investigative 

Directorate (IPID), an official oversight body 

of the police, received 6,122 new complaints 

by the end of the 2021 financial year on 28 

February. Of these, 4,228 were assault cases, 

353 were cases of death as a result of police 

action, 256 were cases of torture, and 80 

were rapes by a police officer. 

 

IPID received 74 complaints during the July 

unrest in parts of the Gauteng and KZN 

provinces. Of these, the majority – 26 – were 

cases of deaths resulting from police action, 

while there were 25 complaints of assault, 

and four deaths in police custody. Two cases 

involving torture were filed. 

139.114 Ensure that the 
Independent Police 
Investigative Directorate 
investigates all allegations of 
torture (Germany);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  D51 Administration of justice & fair 

trial  

D25 Prohibition of torture and cruel, 

inhuman or degrading treatment B51 

Right to an effective remedy  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- law enforcement / police officials 

No comment. 
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139.112 Take effective 
measures to prevent the 
excessive use of force and to 
protect the human rights of 
persons in detention 
facilities (Holy See); Source 
of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  D51 Administration of justice & fair 

trial  

D25 Prohibition of torture and cruel, 

inhuman or degrading treatment D26 

Conditions of detention  

A42 Institutions & policies - General  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- persons deprived of their liberty 

Not implemented 

 

Security forces continued to use excessive 

force against peaceful protesters and 

hundreds of people died as a result of police 

action.  

 

 

The Independent Police Investigative 

Directorate (IPID), an official oversight body 

of the police, received 6,122 new complaints 

by the end of the 2021 financial year on 28 

February. Of these, 4,228 were assault cases, 

353 were cases of death as a result of police 

action, 256 were cases of torture, and 80 

were rapes by a police officer. 

 

IPID received 74 complaints during the July 

unrest in parts of the Gauteng and KZN 

provinces. Of these, the majority – 26 – were 

cases of deaths resulting from police action, 

while there were 25 complaints of assault, 

and four deaths in police custody. Two cases 

involving torture were filed. 

139.108 Strengthen its 
efforts against the excessive 
use of force by police forces 
(Cabo Verde); Source of 
position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  D51 Administration of justice & fair 

trial  

D25 Prohibition of torture and cruel, 

inhuman or degrading treatment S16 

SDG 16 - peace, justice and strong 

institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- law enforcement / police officials 

Not implemented 

 

Security forces continued to use excessive 

force against peaceful protesters and 

hundreds of people died as a result of police 

action.  

 

 

The Independent Police Investigative 

Directorate (IPID), an official oversight body 

of the police, received 6,122 new complaints 

by the end of the 2021 financial year on 28 

February. Of these, 4,228 were assault cases, 

353 were cases of death as a result of police 

action, 256 were cases of torture, and 80 

were rapes by a police officer. 

 

IPID received 74 complaints during the July 

unrest in parts of the Gauteng and KZN 

provinces. Of these, the majority – 26 – were 

cases of deaths resulting from police action, 

while there were 25 complaints of assault, 

and four deaths in police custody. Two cases 

involving torture were filed. 

139.117 Continue to pay 
further attention to 
improving the rule of law 
(Russian Federation); Source 
of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  D51 Administration of justice & fair 

trial  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general 

No comment. 

Theme: E1 Economic, social & cultural rights - general measures of implementation 
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139.158 Take all the necessary 
measures to optimize land 
distribution, while implementing a 
land reform, providing adequate 
support and training to beneficiaries, 
in close consultation with all 
stakeholders (Haiti);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  E1 Economic, social & 
cultural rights - general 
measures of 
implementation  
A42 Institutions & policies - General  

A54 Awareness raising and 

dissemination  

A61 Cooperation with civil society  

S10 SDG 10 - inequality  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- persons living in rural areas 

No comment. 

139.151 Continue to promote 
rural development policies for the 
protection of the rights of 
peasants and other persons 
working in rural areas   

(Plurinational State of Bolivia);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  E1 Economic, social & 
cultural rights - general 
measures of 
implementation  

B41 Right to development  

S08 SDG 8 - economic growth, 

employment, decent work  

Affected persons:  

- persons living in rural areas 

No comment. 

139.132 Continue its efforts to 
implement measures aimed at the 
economic transformation of the 
country (Pakistan);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  E1 Economic, social & 
cultural rights - general 
measures of 
implementation  

E21 Right to an adequate standard of 

living - general  

E25 Human rights & poverty  

B41 Right to development  

S08 SDG 8 - economic growth, 

employment, decent work  

Affected persons:  

- general 

No comment. 

139.130 Continue to promote 
sustainable economic and social 
development, eradicate poverty and 
improve people’s living standards 
(China); Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  E1 Economic, social & 
cultural rights - general 
measures of 
implementation  
E21 Right to an 
adequate standard of 
living - general  
E25 Human rights & 
poverty  
S08 SDG 8 - economic 
growth, employment, 
decent work  
Affected persons:  
- general  
- persons living in 
poverty 

No comment. 

139.137 Redouble its efforts to 
address challenges in terms of 
economic rights, namely, to reduce 
unemployment and alleviate 
poverty (Indonesia); Source of 
position: A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  E1 Economic, social & 
cultural rights - general 
measures of 
implementation  
E31 Right to work  
E25 Human rights & 
poverty  
S01 SDG 1 - poverty  
S08 SDG 8 - economic 
growth, employment, 
decent work  
Affected persons:  
- general  
- persons living in 
poverty 

No comment. 
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139.133 Continue to make efforts 
for the enjoyment of the rights to 
work, health, education and food 
(Russian Federation);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  E1 Economic, social & 
cultural rights - general 
measures of 
implementation  
S08 SDG 8 - economic 
growth, employment, 
decent work  
Affected persons:  
- general 

No comment. 

Theme: E21 Right to an adequate standard of living – general 

139.138 Strengthen its policy and 

programmatic measures aimed at 

addressing the big challenges of 

inequality, poverty and 

unemployment (Zimbabwe); 

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  E21 Right to an adequate standard of 

living - general  

E25 Human rights & poverty  

E31 Right to work  

S01 SDG 1 - poverty  

S08 SDG 8 - economic growth, 

employment, decent work  

Affected persons:  

- general 

No comment. 

139.159 Continue taking measures 
aimed at eliminating historical 
injustices and inequalities in all 
sectors, especially in the health and 
education sectors, in order to 
improve the living standards of all its 
people (Namibia);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  E21 Right to an adequate standard of 

living - general  

E41 Right to health - General  

E51 Right to education - General  

B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

S03 SDG 3 - health  

S04 SDG 4 - education  

S10 SDG 10 - inequality  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- minorities/ racial, ethnic, linguistic, 

religious or descent-based groups 

No comment. 

Theme: E23 Right to adequate housing 

139.154 Build on the progress 

made to provide adequate housing 

through such programmes as the 

integrated human settlements 

grant and the urban settlements 

development grant (Malaysia); 

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  E23 Right to adequate housing  

A42 Institutions & policies - General  

S08 SDG 8 - economic growth, 

employment, decent work  

Affected persons:  

- general 

No comment. 

Theme: E24 Right to social security 

139.141 Continue to ensure 

effective access to social protection 

for vulnerable groups (Madagascar); 

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  E24 Right to social security  

S10 SDG 10 - inequality  

Affected persons:  

- vulnerable persons/groups 

No comment. 

Theme: E25 Human rights & poverty 
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139.148 Continue its efforts to 
eradicate poverty and social 
inequality (South Sudan);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  E25 Human rights & poverty  

B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

S01 SDG 1 - poverty  

S10 SDG 10 - inequality  

Affected persons:  

- vulnerable persons/groups  

- persons living in poverty 

No comment. 

139.143 Strengthen its policy to 
fight poverty in rural areas (Côte 
d’Ivoire);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  E25 Human rights & poverty  

E21 Right to an adequate standard of 

living - general  

A43 Human rights policies  

S01 SDG 1 - poverty  

S10 SDG 10 - inequality  

Affected persons:  

- persons living in poverty  

- persons living in rural areas 

No comment. 

139.145 Continue its endeavours 
on development and poverty 
alleviation throughout the 
community, notably for vulnerable 
groups, such as women and 
children (Islamic Republic of 
Iran);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  E25 Human rights & poverty  

E21 Right to an adequate standard of 

living - general  

B41 Right to development  

S01 SDG 1 - poverty  

S08 SDG 8 - economic growth, 

employment, decent work  

Affected persons:  

- women  

- children  

- persons living in poverty 

No comment. 

139.146 Take further steps to 
improve the conditions of 
vulnerable categories of its 
population, in particular children 
in poverty, who face food 
insecurity and mistreatments, and 
disabled people, who are still 
victims of stigmatization and 
discrimination (Poland);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  E25 Human rights & poverty  

E21 Right to an adequate standard of 

living - general  

F31 Children: definition; general 

principles; protection  

F4 Persons with disabilities  

S01 SDG 1 - poverty  

S02 SDG 2 - hunger and food security  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and strong 

institutions  

Affected persons:  

- children  

- persons with disabilities  

- vulnerable persons/groups 

No comment. 

139.142 Continue to implement 
actions aimed at reducing poverty 
and inequality (Cuba);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  E25 Human rights & poverty  

E21 Right to an adequate standard of 

living - general  

S01 SDG 1 - poverty  

S08 SDG 8 - economic growth, 

employment, decent work  

S10 SDG 10 - inequality  

Affected persons:  

- persons living in poverty 

No comment. 

139.144 Continue its poverty 
reduction policy, particularly for 
vulnerable groups in isolated and 
rural areas (Djibouti);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  E25 Human rights & poverty  

E21 Right to an adequate standard of 

living - general  

S01 SDG 1 - poverty  

S10 SDG 10 - inequality  

Affected persons:  

- vulnerable persons/groups  

- persons living in poverty  

- persons living in rural areas 

No comment. 
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139.147 Continue its efforts to 
eradicate poverty and inequality 
(Lebanon);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  E25 Human rights & poverty  

S01 SDG 1 - poverty  

B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

S10 SDG 10 - inequality  

Affected persons:  

- vulnerable persons/groups  

- persons living in poverty 

No comment. 

139.150 Continue its efforts 
aimed at eliminating poverty and 
reducing inequality (Azerbaijan); 
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  E25 Human rights & poverty  

S01 SDG 1 - poverty  

S08 SDG 8 - economic growth, 

employment, decent work  

S10 SDG 10 - inequality  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- persons living in poverty 

No comment. 

Theme: E26 Human Rights & drinking water and sanitation 

139.157 Continue efforts to 
enable all households, schools 
and health centres to have access 
to safe drinking water and 
sanitation (Uruguay);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  E26 Human Rights & drinking water 

and sanitation  

E41 Right to health - General  

E51 Right to education - General  

S03 SDG 3 - health  

S04 SDG 4 - education  

S06 SDG 6 - water and sanitation  

Affected persons:  

- general 

Partially implemented 

 

While the Department of Basic Education is 

working towards replacing pit toilets with 

improved ventilated pit toilets, 5,167 schools 

still make use of pit toilets. 

Almost 20 million people still do not have 

access to safe, sufficient, reliable water. 

14 million people do not have access to basic 

sanitation. 

139.156 Continue to enhance the 

realization of the human rights to 

water and sanitation, giving special 

attention to ensuring that all 

homes, health centres and 

educational establishments have 

safe drinking water and improved 

sanitation facilities (Spain); Source 

of position: A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  E26 Human Rights & drinking water 

and sanitation  

E41 Right to health - General  

E51 Right to education - General  

S06 SDG 6 - water and sanitation  

Affected persons:  

- general 

Partially implemented 

 

While the Department of Basic Education is 

working towards replacing pit toilets with 

improved ventilated pit toilets, 5,167 schools 

still make use of pit toilets. 

Almost 20 million people still do not have 

access to safe, sufficient, reliable water. 

14 million people do not have access to basic 

sanitation. 

139.155 Continue efforts to ensure 
that households, schools and health 
facilities have access to safe water 
and sanitation (Djibouti);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  E26 Human Rights & drinking water 

and sanitation  

E41 Right to health - General  

S03 SDG 3 - health  

S04 SDG 4 - education  

S06 SDG 6 - water and sanitation  

Affected persons:  

- general 

Partially implemented 

 

While the Department of Basic Education is 

working towards replacing pit toilets with 

improved ventilated pit toilets, 5,167 schools 

still make use of pit toilets. 

Almost 20 million people still do not have 

access to safe, sufficient, reliable water. 

14 million people do not have access to basic 

sanitation. 

Theme: E31 Right to work 

139.140 Continue programmes to 
foster economic growth and 
reduce unemployment (Russian 
Federation);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  E31 Right to work  

B41 Right to development  

S08 SDG 8 - economic growth, 

employment, decent work  

Affected persons:  

- general 

No comment. 
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139.139 Redouble efforts to 
improve access by young people 
and vulnerable groups to decent 
work (Angola);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  E31 Right to work  

E32 Right to just and favourable 

conditions of work  

S08 SDG 8 - economic growth, 

employment, decent work  

Affected persons:  

- youth 

No comment. 

Theme: E41 Right to health – General 

139.165 Consolidate and fully 

implement   
programmes for preventing and 
eliminating tuberculosis and engage 
in international cooperation in this 
regard (Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  E41 Right to health - General  

A3 Inter-State cooperation & 

development assistance  

S03 SDG 3 - health  

Affected persons:  

- general 

No comment. 

139.163 Take effective measures to 

eliminate the disparity in health-care 

provision between rural and urban 

areas and to improve the quality of 

health services across the country, 

including through the adoption of 

effective legislation and amendments 

on the national health (Maldives);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  E41 Right to health - General  

A41 Constitutional and legislative 

framework  

S03 SDG 3 - health  

Affected persons:  

- persons living in rural areas 

Not implemented 

 

Rural-urban disparities in access to quality 

healthcare are still prevalent. The public 

sector which caters to approximately 71% of 

the population is underfunded, and many 

South Africans cannot afford to pay 

excessive private healthcare prices, which 

caters to approximately 27% of the 

population.  

The National Health Insurance (NHI) 

process has been delayed due to Covid-19 

and consultative hearings are currently 

underway.  

139.167 Continue its efforts in the 

fight against HIV by adopting a 

comprehensive national policy to deal 

with the epidemic and diseases that 

are sexually transmitted and 

tuberculosis (Libya);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  E41 Right to health - General  

A43 Human rights policies  

S03 SDG 3 - health  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- persons living with HIV/AIDS 

No comment. 

139.170 Strengthen national policies 

in the area of public health coverage, 

particularly in the fight against 

HIV/AIDS in rural areas (Angola); 

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  E41 Right to health - General  

A43 Human rights policies  

S03 SDG 3 - health  

Affected persons:  

- persons living with HIV/AIDS  

- persons living in rural areas 

No comment. 

139.166 Continue its measures to 

eliminate discrimination and increase 

its efforts to tackle HIV infection by 

ensuring equal access to treatment 

and support (Japan);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  E41 Right to health - General  

B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

S03 SDG 3 - health  

Affected persons:  

- persons living with HIV/AIDS 

No comment. 
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139.173 Improve knowledge among 

health-care workers and adolescents 

about sexual and reproductive health 

and rights, including through 

comprehensive sexuality education 

that involves men and boys (Iceland);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  E41 Right to health - General  

E43 Access to sexual and reproductive 

health and services  

A53 Professional training in human 

rights  

S03 SDG 3 - health  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- women  

- medical staff  

- youth 

Not implemented 

 

We continue to see healthcare workers 

turning women and girls away who are 

seeking termination of pregnancy, 

contraceptives, and other sexual and 

reproductive health services.  

Guidelines regulating conscientious 

objections have been developed, but not yet 

disseminated and implemented.  

Teenage pregnancies increased in recent 

years. In 2020, 33,899 births occurred to 

mothers ages 17 years and younger, of which 

499 were aged between 10-13 years, and 

more than 600 were 9 and 10 years of age.  

139.164 Continue to address the issue 

of maternal mortality (Portugal);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  E41 Right to health - General  

E43 Access to sexual and reproductive 

health and services  

S03 SDG 3 - health  

Affected persons:  

- women 

No comment. 

139.174 Prevent unwanted 

pregnancies as provided under the 

Choice on Termination of Pregnancy 

Act (Iceland);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  E41 Right to health - General  

E43 Access to sexual and reproductive 

health and services  

S03 SDG 3 - health  

Affected persons:  

- women 

Partially implemented 

 

Abortion related deaths and injuries are 

estimated to have reduced by over 90% since 

the Choice on Termination of Pregnancy Act 

(CTOPA) came into force. However, only 

7% of public healthcare facilities provide this 

service. Barriers still exist for women and 

girls to access safe abortions, including the 

failure to regulate conscientious objections; 

inequalities in access to services for women 

and girls from poor and marginalised 

communities; lack of access to information 

on sexual and reproductive rights, including 

how and where to access legal abortion 

services; and stigma and discrimination 

within communities and by healthcare 

workers.  

139.160 Continue its efforts to 

improve the health care system 

(Sudan);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  E41 Right to health - General  

S03 SDG 3 - health  

Affected persons:  

- general 

Not implemented 

 

Rural-urban disparities in access to quality 

healthcare are still prevalent. The public 

sector caters to approximately 71% of the 

population is underfunded, and many South 

Africans cannot afford to pay excessive 

private healthcare prices, which caters to 

approximately 27% of the population.  

The National Health Insurance (NHI) 

process has been delayed due to Covid-19 

and consultative hearings are currently 

underway.  

139.161 Continue efforts to ensure 

access to quality health care to all 

South Africans in line with efforts to 

achieve universal health-care 

coverage by 2030 (Malaysia);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  E41 Right to health - General  

S03 SDG 3 - health  

Affected persons:  

- general 

Not implemented 

 

Rural-urban disparities in access to quality 

healthcare are still prevalent. The public 

sector caters to approximately 71% of the 

population is underfunded, and many South 

Africans cannot afford to pay excessive 

private healthcare prices, which caters to 

approximately 27% of the population.  

The National Health Insurance (NHI) 

process has been delayed due to Covid-19 

and consultative hearings are currently 
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underway.  

139.168 Increase its efforts in 

addressing the HIV epidemic 

(Turkey);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  E41 Right to health - General  

S03 SDG 3 - health  

Affected persons:  

- persons living with HIV/AIDS 

No comment.  

139.169 Continue programmes to 

fight HIV/AIDS (Algeria);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  E41 Right to health - General  

S03 SDG 3 - health  

Affected persons:  

- persons living with HIV/AIDS 

No comment. 

139.171 Continue implementing 

measures to prevent HIV/AIDS 

transmission (Islamic Republic of 

Iran); Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  E41 Right to health - General  

S03 SDG 3 - health  

Affected persons:  

- persons living with HIV/AIDS 

No comment. 

139.162 Strengthen efforts to 

diminish the gap in health care 

between rural and urban areas (Holy 

See); Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  E41 Right to health - General  

S03 SDG 3 - health  

S10 SDG 10 - inequality  

Affected persons:  

- persons living in rural areas 

Not implemented. 

 

Rural-urban disparities in access to quality 

healthcare are still prevalent. The public 

sector caters to approximately 71% of the 

population is underfunded, and many South 

Africans cannot afford to pay excessive 

private healthcare prices, which caters to 

approximately 27% of the population.  

The National Health Insurance (NHI) 

process has been delayed due to Covid-19 

and consultative hearings are currently 

underway.  

Theme: E43 Access to sexual and reproductive health and services 

139.172 Ensure comprehensive 

sexuality education in the school 

curriculum, including on consent, 

contraception and gender-based 

violence (Denmark); Source of 

position: A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  E43 Access to sexual and reproductive 

health and services  

E51 Right to education - General  

F13 Violence against women  

D28 Gender-based violence  

S03 SDG 3 - health  

S05 SDG 5 - gender equality and 

women's empowerment  

Affected persons:  

- women  

- children  

- girls 

No comment. 

Theme: E51 Right to education – General 
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139.179 Improve the quality of basic 
education through programmes to 
ensure that teachers have adequate 
content knowledge and appropriate 
training, as well as by prioritizing the 
most disadvantaged schools in 
infrastructure and other improvement 
programmes (Canada);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  E51 Right to education - General  

A43 Human rights policies  

A53 Professional training in human 

rights  

S04 SDG 4 - education  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- children 

Partially Implemented 

 

Whilst some improvements to school 

infrastructure have been made, 5,167 schools 

still use pit latrines, which contravenes 

health and safety legislation. Many schools 

do not have access to adequate water and 

sanitation. The government diverted funding 

which had been promised for the 

improvement of infrastructure in around 

2,000 schools to Covid-19-related projects. 

139.176 Increase its activities 
towards the full realization of the 
right to education and continue 
increasing investment in this field 
(Islamic Republic of Iran);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  E51 Right to education - General  
A63 Budget and 
resources (for human 
rights implementation) 
S04 SDG 4 - education  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- children 

No comment. 

139.180 Further increase investment 
so as to improve education in rural 
areas (China);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  E51 Right to education - General  
A63 Budget and 
resources (for human 
rights implementation) 
S04 SDG 4 - education  

Affected persons:  

- children  

- persons living in rural areas 

Not Implemented 

  

The government diverted funding which had 

been promised for the improvement of 

infrastructure in around 2,000 schools to 

Covid-19-related projects 

139.181 Continue to adequately 
resource its provincial schools 
building programme so that more 
children, particularly those from 
poor rural communities, can have 
access to schools that are safe and 
adequately equipped (Singapore);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  E51 Right to education - General  
A63 Budget and 
resources (for human 
rights implementation) 
S04 SDG 4 - education  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- children  

- persons living in rural areas 

No Comment  

139.177 Continue to broaden the 
scope for access to and quality of 
public education, as well as 
ensuring equal opportunities and 
leaving no one behind, from 
primary through secondary to 
tertiary level (Botswana);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  E51 Right to education - General  

E52 primary education  

E53 secondary education  

E55 higher education  

S04 SDG 4 - education  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- children 

No comment.  

139.185 Prioritize the retention 
of girls in schools and accord to 
them the opportunity and the 
environment to progress at a par 
with their male colleagues 
(Botswana);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  E51 Right to education - General  

F1 Women  

S04 SDG 4 - education  

S05 SDG 5 - gender equality and 

women's empowerment  

Affected persons:  

- girls 

Not implemented 

  

According to the Department of Basic 

Education, one in three pregnant learners 

between the ages of 10 and 19 do not return 

to school.   
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139.175 Make further efforts to 
achieve equal and universal 
access to education (Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  E51 Right to education - General  

S04 SDG 4 - education  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- children 

No Comment 

139.182 Continue its efforts to 
improve the quality of education, 
including the quality and 
availability of school facilities, 
educational materials, teaching 
staff and curricula, prioritizing 
the most disadvantaged schools 
(State of Palestine);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  E51 Right to education - General  

S04 SDG 4 - education  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- children 

Partially Implemented 

 

Whilst some improvements to school 

infrastructure have been made, 5,167 schools 

still use pit latrines, which contravenes 

health and safety legislation. Many schools 

do not have access to adequate water and 

sanitation. The government diverted funding 

which had been promised for the 

improvement of infrastructure in around 

2,000 schools to Covid-19-related projects. 

139.183 Take concrete measures 
to ensure the right to education 
for all, focusing on decreasing 
the level of dropouts and on 
improving the quality of 
education (Republic of 
Moldova);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  E51 Right to education - General  

S04 SDG 4 - education  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- children 

Not Implemented 

 

The school dropout rate tripled from 230,000 

to 750,000 by May 2021, during the Covid-

19 pandemic.  

Theme: E53 secondary education 

139.184 Provide appropriate 
solutions to the significant decline 
in the rate of school attendance in 
secondary education, especially 
among girls (Mauritania);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  E53 secondary education  

F1 Women  

S04 SDG 4 - education  

S05 SDG 5 - gender equality and 

women's empowerment  

Affected persons:  

- children  

- girls 

Not implemented 

  

According to the Department of Basic 

Education, one in three pregnant learners 

between the ages of 10 and 19 do not return 

to school.   

Theme: F12 Discrimination against women 

139.192 Take urgent measures 

to repeal laws that discriminate 

against women in matters such 

as marriage and family relations 

(Argentina); Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  F12 Discrimination against women  

D8 Rights related to marriage & 

family  

A41 Constitutional and legislative 

framework  

S05 SDG 5 - gender equality and 

women's empowerment  

Affected persons:  

- women 

No Comment. 

139.190 Consolidate its ongoing 
programmes to promote women’s 
empowerment and gender equality 
(Zimbabwe);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  F12 Discrimination against women  

F11 Advancement of women  

S05 SDG 5 - gender equality and 

women's empowerment  

Affected persons:  

- women 

No Comment. 
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139.191 Strengthen its efforts 
to promote gender equality 
(Timor-Leste);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  F12 Discrimination against women  

F11 Advancement of women  

S05 SDG 5 - gender equality and 

women's empowerment  

Affected persons:  

- women 

No Comment. 

139.198 Implement a national 
strategy to modify or eradicate, 
in accordance with the 
Convention on the Elimination 
of All Forms of Discrimination 
against Women, harmful 
practices and stereotypes that   
discriminate against women 
(Uruguay);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  F12 Discrimination against women  

F13 Violence against women  

A12 Acceptance of international 

norms  

A46 National Plans of Action on 

Human Rights (or specific areas) S05 

SDG 5 - gender equality and women's 

empowerment  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and strong 

institutions  

Affected persons:  

- women 

Partially Implemented 

  

A National Strategic Plan on Gender-Based 

Violence and Femicide was adopted in 2020. 

The plan includes a strategy to target harmful 

social norms that drive gender-based 

violence. However, the implementation of 

the plan remains slow and violence against 

women remains rampant.  

139.228Develop specific 
measures to educate society and 
enforce existing legislation 
addressing the practice of 
ukuthwala and other customary 
practices leading to forced and 
child marriages (Hungary); 
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  F12 Discrimination against women  

F13 Violence against women  

A41 Constitutional and legislative 

framework  

F31 Children: definition; general 

principles; protection  

S05 SDG 5 - gender equality and 

women's empowerment  

Affected persons:  

- children  

- girls 

No Comment 

139.227Take all necessary 
measures to end sexual and 
gender-based violence, 
especially by developing 
adequate gender-sensitive 
training programmes for law 
enforcement agencies, the 
national prosecuting authority 
and judicial officers and by 
adopting specific legislation 
addressing the practice of 
ukuthwala (child marriage) 
(Germany);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  F12 Discrimination against women  

F13 Violence against women  

D28 Gender-based violence  

A53 Professional training in human 

rights  

F31 Children: definition; general 

principles; protection  

A41 Constitutional and legislative 

framework  

S05 SDG 5 - gender equality and 

women's empowerment  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and strong 

institutions  

Affected persons:  

- women  

- girls  

- law enforcement / police officials 

Partially Implemented 

 

A National Strategic Plan on Gender-Based 

Violence and Femicide was adopted in 2020. 

However, the plan is not being sufficiently 

implemented and we still see rising cases of 

gender-based violence reported. The plan 

includes the provision of training 

programmes for police officials, magistrates, 

prosecutors and health care providers. 

However, women are still not receiving 

victim friendly services when reporting cases 

at police stations. Women have reported not 

being taken to a private room for their 

statement, not being referred to a medical 

facility when medical attention is needed, 

and not having their rights explained to them, 

as required by law.  

 

Ukuthwala: No Comment 

139.195 Step up its fight 
against gender-based 
discrimination and violence, 
uproot its social acceptability 
and increase efforts for the 
protection of its victims and 
redress for violations of their 
rights, as well as efforts on 
accountability of perpetrators 
(Czechia);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  F12 Discrimination against women  

F13 Violence against women  

D28 Gender-based violence  

B51 Right to an effective remedy  

B52 Impunity  

S05 SDG 5 - gender equality and 

women's empowerment  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and strong 

institutions  

Affected persons:  

- women 

Partially Implemented  

 

A National Strategic Plan on Gender-Based 

Violence and Femicide was adopted in 2020. 

However, with no coordinating council in 

place, the implementation of the plan 

remains slow and violence against women 

remains rampant.  

 

One in every three men in South Africa hold 

the belief that women should not have the 

same constitutional rights as men; 7.7% of 

men think it is alright to hit a woman if she 

argues with him, and 6% of men think it is 

alright to hit a woman if she goes out without 

telling him.  
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A 2017 study found that only 8.6% of rape 

cases opened by police resulted in 

convictions. Harmful notions regarding what 

constitutes “serious” rape influences the 

decisions of police officers to arrest 

perpetrators and prosecutors to proceed with 

cases. There is little accountability for 

perpetrators of gender-based violence 

because of these systemic failings.  

  

139.196 Prevent and combat all 
forms of   
discrimination and eliminate 
violence against women, 
including domestic violence 
(Philippines); Source of 
position: A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  F12 Discrimination against women  

F13 Violence against women  

D28 Gender-based violence  

D29 Domestic violence  

S05 SDG 5 - gender equality and 

women's empowerment  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and strong 

institutions  

Affected persons:  

- women 

Not Implemented  

 

Violence against women remains high. The 

latest available crime statistics covering July-

September 2021 showed an increase in 

contact crimes against women. These 

included a 7,7% increase in murder, a 7,6% 

increase in attempted murder, and a 3,5% 

increase in assault with the intent to do 

grievous bodily harm.  

139.189 Continue its efforts to 
combat all forms of 
discrimination against women, 
to fight violence against them 
and to enhance their presence in 
higher decision-making 
positions (Tunisia);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  F12 Discrimination against women  

F13 Violence against women  

F11 Advancement of women  

F14 Participation of women in 

political and public life  

S05 SDG 5 - gender equality and 

women's empowerment  

Affected persons:  

- women 

No Comment 

Theme: F13 Violence against women 

139.205 Strengthen measures to 
address the serious and ongoing 
issue of violence against women, 
while taking on board the 
recommendations of the Special   
Rapporteur on violence against 
women, its causes and 
consequences (Japan);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  F13 Violence against women  

A24 Cooperation with special 

procedures  

S05 SDG 5 - gender equality and 

women's empowerment  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- women 

Partially Implemented 

  

A National Strategic Plan on Gender-Based 

Violence and Femicide was adopted in 2020. 

However, with no coordinating council in 

place, the implementation of the plan 

remains slow and violence against women 

remains rampant.  

139.214 Develop comprehensive 

policies and programmes on 

gender-based violence, including 

training of security forces, 

prosecutors and judges in order to 

properly deal with those cases 

(Israel); Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  F13 Violence against women  

A42 Institutions & policies - General  

A53 Professional training in human 

rights  

S05 SDG 5 - gender equality and 

women's empowerment  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- women  

- judges, lawyers and prosecutors  

- law enforcement / police officials 

Partially Implemented 

  

A National Strategic Plan on Gender-Based 

Violence and Femicide was adopted in 2020. 

The plan includes the provision of training 

programmes for police officials, magistrates, 

prosecutors and health care providers. 

However, women are still not receiving 

victim friendly services when reporting cases 

at police stations. Women have reported not 

being taken to a private room for their 

statement, not being referred to a medical 

facility when medical attention is needed, 

and not having their rights explained to them, 

as required by law. Violence against women 

remains rampant. 
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139.208 Adopt a comprehensive 
national plan to address 
comprehensively the problem of 
gender-based violence, whether 
physical, psychological or sexual, 
providing to all relevant public 
services sufficient resources to 
implement these policies, 
considering the specific 
circumstances of women and girls 
who suffer from the most serious 
vulnerability (Chile);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  F13 Violence against women  
A46 National Plans of 
Action on Human Rights (or 
specific areas) A3 Inter-State 
cooperation & development 
assistance  
S05 SDG 5 - gender equality and 

women's empowerment  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- women  

- girls 

Implemented  

 

A National Strategic Plan on Gender-Based 

Violence and Femicide was adopted in 2020. 

However, with no coordinating council in 

place, the implementation of the plan 

remains slow and violence against women 

remains rampant.  

139.197 Reduce violence against 
women through awareness and 
mobilization campaigns to change 
social norms, significantly 
strengthen legal accountability in 
cases of violence against women 
and improve national strategic 
planning to mobilize resources and 
improve coordination in combating 
violence against women (Canada);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  F13 Violence against women  

B51 Right to an effective remedy  

D51 Administration of justice & fair 

trial  

A54 Awareness raising and 

dissemination  

A43 Human rights policies  
A63 Budget and 
resources (for human 
rights implementation) 
S05 SDG 5 - gender 
equality and women's 
empowerment  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- women 

Not Implemented  

 

Violence against women continues to 

increase.  

A National Strategic Plan on Gender-Based 

Violence and Femicide was adopted in 2020. 

However, with no coordinating council in 

place, the implementation of the plan 

remains slow. In 2022, President Cyril 

Ramaphosa signed three bills into law that 

offer more protection against gender-based 

violence. Despite these developments, 

implementation of legislation is lacking and 

remains a serious concern. 

139.213 Adopt additional 
measures to combat all kinds of 
gender-based violence and to 
enforce the existing legislation on 
the matter by, inter alia, promoting 
awareness campaigns and 
providing appropriate care to 
women and girls victims of 
violence (Brazil);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  F13 Violence against women  

D28 Gender-based violence  

A41 Constitutional and legislative 

framework  

A54 Awareness raising and 

dissemination  

B51 Right to an effective remedy  

S05 SDG 5 - gender equality and 

women's empowerment  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and strong 

institutions  

Affected persons:  

- women  

- girls 

Partially Implemented 

  

A National Strategic Plan on Gender-Based 

Violence and Femicide was published in 

2020. In 2022, President Cyril Ramaphosa 

signed three bills into law that offer more 

protection against gender-based violence. 

Despite these developments, violence against 

women continues to increase. Women are 

still not receiving victim friendly services 

when reporting cases at police stations and 

have reported not being taken to a private 

room for their statement, not being referred 

to a medical facility when medical attention 

is needed, and not having their rights 

explained to them, as required by law. 

Violence against women remains high. 

139.209 Set in place a 
comprehensive, national 
coordinated strategy to address 
gender-based violence in order to 
ensure the implementation of the 
legal framework and to tackle the 
high prevalence of sexual and 
gender-based violence, including 
against children (Finland);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  F13 Violence against women  

D28 Gender-based violence  

A42 Institutions & policies - General  

A46 National Plans of Action on 

Human Rights (or specific areas) A41 

Constitutional and legislative 

framework  

F31 Children: definition; general 

principles; protection  

S05 SDG 5 - gender equality and 

women's empowerment  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and strong 

institutions  

Affected persons:  

- women  

- children 

Implemented  

 

A National Strategic Plan on Gender-Based 

Violence and Femicide was adopted in 2020. 

However, with no coordinating council in 

place, the implementation of the plan 

remains slow and violence against women 

remains rampant.  
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139.204 Conduct a thorough 
investigation of the root causes of 
gender-based violence and base 
future policy interventions on its 
results (Norway); Source of 
position: A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  F13 Violence against women  

D28 Gender-based violence  

A43 Human rights policies  

S05 SDG 5 - gender equality and 

women's empowerment  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and strong 

institutions  

Affected persons:  

- women 

Partially Implemented  

 

The National Strategic Plan on Gender-

Based Violence contains analysis on the root 

causes of gender-based violence and 

proposes a strategy for future interventions. 

However, with no coordinating council in 

place, the implementation of this plan 

remains slow and violence against women 

continues to rise.  

139.210 Develop a comprehensive, 
multisectoral national strategic 
plan on gender-based violence 
(Netherlands);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  F13 Violence against women  

D28 Gender-based violence  

A46 National Plans of Action on 

Human Rights (or specific areas) S05 

SDG 5 - gender equality and women's 

empowerment  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and strong 

institutions  

Affected persons:  

- women 

Implemented 

 

A National Strategic Plan on Gender-Based 

Violence and Femicide was adopted in 2020. 

However, with no coordinating council in 

place, the implementation of the plan 

remains slow and violence against women 

remains rampant.  

139.211 Revive efforts to develop 
a national action plan on 
combating gender-based violence 
(Georgia); Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  F13 Violence against women  

D28 Gender-based violence  

A46 National Plans of Action on 

Human Rights (or specific areas) S05 

SDG 5 - gender equality and women's 

empowerment  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and strong 

institutions  

Affected persons:  

- women 

Implemented 

  

A National Strategic Plan on Gender-Based 

Violence and Femicide was adopted in 2020. 

However, with no coordinating council in 

place, the implementation of the plan 

remains slow and violence against women 

remains rampant.  

139.212 Revive efforts to develop 
a national strategic plan on gender-
based violence and ensure 
appropriate resources for its 
implementation (Slovenia);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  F13 Violence against women  

D28 Gender-based violence  

A46 National Plans of Action on 

Human Rights (or specific areas) S05 

SDG 5 - gender equality and women's 

empowerment  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and strong 

institutions  

Affected persons:  

- women 

Implemented 

 

A National Strategic Plan on Gender-Based 

Violence and Femicide was adopted in 2020. 

However, with no coordinating council in 

place, the implementation of the plan 

remains slow and violence against women 

remains rampant.  

139.215 Undertake continued and 
enhanced efforts to protect and 
provide redress to women suffering 
from violence and to continue 
raising awareness, through training 
and other means, in the judicial 
system, including to the police, of 
the necessity to act against all 
cases of sexual and gender-based 
violence, including on the grounds 
of real or perceived sexual 
orientation, gender identity or 
expression (Sweden); Source of 
position: A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  F13 Violence against women  

D28 Gender-based violence  

B51 Right to an effective remedy  

A53 Professional training in human 

rights  

S05 SDG 5 - gender equality and 

women's empowerment  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and strong 

institutions  

Affected persons:  

- women  

- lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender 

and intersex persons (LGBTI) - judges, 

lawyers and prosecutors  

- law enforcement / police officials 

Not Implemented   

 

A National Strategic Plan on Gender-Based 

Violence and Femicide was adopted in 2020. 

The plan includes the provision of training 

programmes for police officials, magistrates, 

prosecutors and health care providers. 

However, women are still not receiving 

victim friendly services when reporting cases 

at police stations. Women have reported not 

being taken to a private room for their 

statement, not being referred to a medical 

facility when medical attention is needed, 

and not having their rights explained to them, 

as required by law. 
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139.216 Carry out a national 
outreach campaign for the 
elimination of sexual and gender-
based violence which includes 
information on the rights of victims 
(Mexico);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  F13 Violence against women  

D28 Gender-based violence  

B51 Right to an effective remedy  

S05 SDG 5 - gender equality and 

women's empowerment  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and strong 

institutions  

Affected persons:  

- women 

Partially Implemented  

 

The South African government conducted 

media campaigns as part of the 

implementation of the National Strategic 

Plan on Gender-Based Violence and 

Femicide. However, harmful social and 

cultural norms and beliefs about GBV and 

rape remain prevalent and feed into women’s 

experiences of the justice system. A 2017 

study found that only 8.6% of rape cases 

opened by police resulted in convictions. 

Harmful notions regarding what constitutes 

“serious” rape influences the decisions of 

police officers to arrest perpetrators and 

prosecutors to proceed with cases. There is 

little accountability for perpetrators of 

gender-based violence because of these 

systemic failings.  

 

139.217 Increase efforts to 
guarantee women’s access to 
justice, protection and other 
remedies and put in place stronger 
mechanisms to protect women and 
girls from gender-based violence 
and provide redress to victims 
(Austria);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  F13 Violence against women  

D28 Gender-based violence  

B51 Right to an effective remedy  

S05 SDG 5 - gender equality and 

women's empowerment  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and strong 

institutions  

Affected persons:  

- women 

Not Implemented  

 

Whilst the Department of Justice and 

Constitutional Development report a 

conviction rate of 75,2% for sexual offences, 

this figure is only accounts for cases that are 

prosecuted. When considering the number of 

cases referred for prosecution, accepted, and 

sent to trial, the conviction rate sits at 8,6% 

due to high levels of attrition.  

 

Women are often fearful of reporting assaults 

to police as there is an entrenched culture of 

harmful gender stereotypes and 

discriminatory attitudes. 

 

139.219 Reinforce its efforts to 
ensure the thorough investigation 
and prosecution of crimes of 
gender based and domestic 
violence and guarantee access to 
justice for victims (Mongolia);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  F13 Violence against women  

D28 Gender-based violence  

D29 Domestic violence  

B51 Right to an effective remedy  

S05 SDG 5 - gender equality and 

women's empowerment  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and strong 

institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- women 

Not Implemented  

 

Whilst the Department of Justice and 

Constitutional Development report a 

conviction rate of 75,2% for sexual offences, 

this figure is only accounts for cases that are 

prosecuted. When considering the number of 

cases referred for prosecution, accepted, and 

sent to trial, the conviction rate sits at 8,6% 

due to high levels of attrition.  

 

Women are often fearful of reporting assaults 

to police as there is an entrenched culture of 

harmful gender stereotypes and 

discriminatory attitudes. 

 

139.199 Strengthen efforts to 
prevent and combat all forms of 
discrimination and violence against 
women, also by adopting and 
implementing effective measures 
on the issue, and ensure that 
women victims of violence receive 
appropriate help and that 
perpetrators are brought to justice 
(Italy);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  F13 Violence against women  

D28 Gender-based violence  

F12 Discrimination against women  

D51 Administration of justice & fair 

trial  

B51 Right to an effective remedy  

B52 Impunity  

S05 SDG 5 - gender equality and 

women's empowerment  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and strong 

institutions  

Affected persons:  

- women 

Not Implemented  

 

Whilst the Department of Justice and 

Constitutional Development report a 

conviction rate of 75,2% for sexual offences, 

this figure is only accounts for cases that are 

prosecuted. When considering the number of 

cases referred for prosecution, accepted, and 

sent to trial, the conviction rate sits at 8,6% 

due to high levels of attrition.  

 

Women are often fearful of reporting assaults 

to police as there is an entrenched culture of 

harmful gender stereotypes and 

discriminatory attitudes. 
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139.201 Take all necessary 
measures to safeguard the full 
enjoyment of human rights by 
women and girls, including by 
combating sexual and gender-
based violence (Estonia);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  F13 Violence against women  

D28 Gender-based violence  

S05 SDG 5 - gender equality and 

women's empowerment  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and strong 

institutions  

Affected persons:  

- women 

Partially Implemented  

 

A National Strategic Plan on Gender-Based 

Violence and Femicide was adopted in 2020. 

However, with no coordinating council in 

place, the implementation of the plan 

remains slow and violence against women 

remains rampant.  

 

139.202 Continue to combat 
gender-based violence (Djibouti);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  F13 Violence against women  

D28 Gender-based violence  

S05 SDG 5 - gender equality and 

women's empowerment  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and strong 

institutions  

Affected persons:  

- women 

Partially Implemented  

 

A National Strategic Plan on Gender-Based 

Violence and Femicide was adopted in 2020. 

However, with no coordinating council in 

place, the implementation of the plan 

remains slow and violence against women 

remains rampant.  

 

139.206 Ensure implementation of 
the Domestic Violence Act, 
especially on violence against 
women (Namibia);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  F13 Violence against women  

D29 Domestic violence  

A41 Constitutional and legislative 

framework  

S05 SDG 5 - gender equality and 

women's empowerment  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and strong 

institutions  

Affected persons:  

- women 

No Comment  

139.218 Deploy the necessary 
efforts to improve the functioning 
of the courts dealing with sexual 
crimes in the country, while 
intensifying public awareness 
raising campaigns aimed at 
reducing the   
underutilization of these courts 
(Haiti);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  F13 Violence against women  

D51 Administration of justice & fair 

trial  

A54 Awareness raising and 

dissemination  

S05 SDG 5 - gender equality and 

women's empowerment  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and strong 

institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- women 

No Comment  
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139.203 Strengthen efforts 
undertaken to combat violence 
against women (France);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  F13 Violence against women  

S05 SDG 5 - gender equality and 

women's empowerment  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and strong 

institutions  

Affected persons:  

- women 

Partially Implemented 

 

A National Strategic Plan on Gender-Based 

Violence and Femicide was adopted in 2020. 

However, with no coordinating council in 

place, the implementation of the plan 

remains slow and violence against women 

remains rampant.  

 

Theme: F31 Children: definition; general principles; protection 

139.235 Ensure registration of all 
children at birth as well as delayed 
registration of children who have not 
been registered at birth (Czechia);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  F31 Children: definition; general 

principles; protection  

D6 Rights related to name, identity, 

nationality  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- children 

No comment. 

139.236 Further engage in 
facilitating administrative 
procedures for birth registration, 
especially for disadvantaged 
children coming from rural and poor 
areas (Serbia);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  F31 Children: definition; general 

principles; protection  

D6 Rights related to name, identity, 

nationality  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- children  

- persons living in rural areas 

No comment. 

139.222 Implement the Convention 
on the Rights of the Child through 
the harmonization of its national 
laws to ensure that the minimum age 
for marriage is established at 18 
years for both girls and boys and 
remove barriers to birth registration 
(Kenya); Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  F31 Children: definition; general 

principles; protection  

F12 Discrimination against women  

A12 Acceptance of international 

norms  

A41 Constitutional and legislative 

framework  

D6 Rights related to name, identity, 

nationality  

S05 SDG 5 - gender equality and 

women's empowerment  

Affected persons:  

- children  

- girls 

No comment. 

139.221 Harmonize legislation in 
order to ensure that the minimum 
age of marriage is increased to 18 
years for boys and girls, without 
exception (Haiti); Source of 
position: A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  F31 Children: definition; general 

principles; protection  

F12 Discrimination against women  

A41 Constitutional and legislative 

framework  

S05 SDG 5 - gender equality and 

women's empowerment  

Affected persons:  

- children  

- girls 

No comment. 

139.231 Amend the Children’s Act 
with the aim of prohibiting virginity 
tests on children, irrespective of 
their age (Zambia);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  F31 Children: definition; general 

principles; protection  

F13 Violence against women  

A41 Constitutional and legislative 

framework  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and strong 

institutions  

Affected persons:  

- girls 

No comment. 
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139.229 Continue efforts to combat 
sexual violence against children 
(Algeria);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  F31 Children: definition; general 

principles; protection  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and strong 

institutions  

Affected persons:  

- children 

No comment. 

139.230 Steps up its efforts to 
prevent harmful practices carried 
out on children (Timor-Leste); 
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  F31 Children: definition; general 

principles; protection  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and strong 

institutions  

Affected persons:  

- children 

No comment. 

Theme: F33 Children: protection against exploitation 

139.232 Make additional efforts to 
combat child labour and guarantee 
children the enjoyment of the rights 
that are guaranteed to them in 
accordance with international 
standards (Iraq);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  F33 Children: protection against 

exploitation  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- children 

No comment. 

Theme: F45 Persons with disabilities: independence, inclusion 

139.187 Adopt measures to 

ensure the inclusive education 

of persons with disabilities 

(Israel); Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  F45 Persons with disabilities: 

independence, inclusion  

E51 Right to education - General  

S04 SDG 4 - education  

Affected persons:  

- persons with disabilities 

No comment. 

139.188 Prioritize 

implementing the right to an 

inclusive basic education for 

all children with disabilities 

(Australia);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  F45 Persons with disabilities: 

independence, inclusion  

E51 Right to education - General  

S04 SDG 4 - education  

Affected persons:  

- persons with disabilities 

No comment. 

Theme: G3 Indigenous peoples 

139.103 Consider giving priority 

attention to indigenous peoples, 

in particular with reference to 

language, education and land 

redistribution (Peru); Source of 

position: A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Supported  G3 Indigenous peoples  

E51 Right to education - General  

E7 Cultural rights  

E21 Right to an adequate standard of 

living - general  

S04 SDG 4 - education  

Affected persons:  

- Indigenous peoples 

No comment. 

Theme: A12 Acceptance of international norms 
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139.26 Ratify the Kampala 
amendments to the Rome Statute of 
the International Criminal Court on 
the crime of aggression 
(Liechtenstein);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  A12 Acceptance of international 

norms  

B11 International humanitarian law  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general 

No comment.  

139.16 Ratify, before the next 
cycle of the universal periodic 
review, the Optional Protocol to the 
Convention against Torture and 
adopt measures to improve access 
to justice, redress and rehabilitation 
for victims of torture (Czechia);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  A12 Acceptance of international 

norms  
D25 Prohibition of torture and 
cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment D26 Conditions of 
detention  

D51 Administration of justice & fair 

trial  

B51 Right to an effective remedy  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- persons deprived of their liberty 

No comment.  

139.25 Strengthen domestic efforts 

to tackle modern slavery of children 

and rural workers, including 

through ratification of the ILO 

Protocol of 2014 to the Forced 

Labour Convention, 1930 (United 

Kingdom of Great Britain and 

Northern Ireland); Source of 

position: A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  A12 Acceptance of international 

norms  

D27 Prohibition of slavery, trafficking  

F31 Children: definition; general 

principles; protection  

E32 Right to just and favourable 

conditions of work  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- children  

- persons living in rural areas 

No comment.  

139.4 Ratify the International 
Convention for the Protection of 
All Persons from Enforced   

Disappearance (Portugal) 

(Germany) (Sierra Leone); Source 

of position: A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  A12 Acceptance of international 

norms  

D32 Enforced disappearances  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- disappeared persons 

No comment.  

139.5 Ratify without delay the 
International Convention for the 
Protection of All Persons from 
Enforced Disappearance 
(Japan);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  A12 Acceptance of international 

norms  

D32 Enforced disappearances  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- disappeared persons 

No comment.  

139.6 Become a party to the 
International   
Convention for the Protection of 
All Persons from Enforced 
Disappearance (Albania) 
(Central African Republic) 
(Iraq);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  A12 Acceptance of international 

norms  

D32 Enforced disappearances  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- disappeared persons 

No comment.  
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139.22 Accede to and 
implement the 1954 and 1961 
statelessness conventions 
(Kenya);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  A12 Acceptance of international 

norms  

D6 Rights related to name, identity, 

nationality  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- stateless persons 

No comment.  

139.23 Accede to the 1954 
Convention relating to the Status 
of Stateless Persons and the 
1961 Convention on the 
Reduction of Statelessness 
(Australia); Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  A12 Acceptance of international 

norms  

D6 Rights related to name, identity, 

nationality  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- stateless persons 

No comment.  

139.19 Ratify the Optional 
Protocol to the International 
Covenant on Economic Social 
and Cultural Rights (Spain) 
(Philippines) (Portugal); Source 
of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  A12 Acceptance of international 

norms  

E1 Economic, social & cultural rights - 

general measures of implementation  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general 

No comment.  

139.20 Ratify the Optional 
Protocol to the Convention on 
the Rights of the Child on a 
communications procedure 
(Spain) (Portugal) 
(Montenegro);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  A12 Acceptance of international 

norms  

F31 Children: definition; general 

principles; protection  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- children 

No comment.  

139.24 Promptly ratify the 
Indigenous and Tribal Peoples 
Convention, 1989 (No. 169), of 
the International Labour 
Organization (ILO)   
(Guatemala);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  A12 Acceptance of international 

norms  

G3 Indigenous peoples  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- Indigenous peoples 

No comment.  

139.1 Ratify the International 
Convention on the Protection of 
the Rights of All Migrant 
Workers and Members of Their 
Families (Burkina Faso) (Niger) 
(Uganda) (Philippines) (Sierra 
Leone);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  A12 Acceptance of international 

norms  

G4 Migrants  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- migrants 

No comment.  

139.2 Promptly ratify the 
International Convention on the 
Rights of All Migrant Workers 
and Members of Their Families 
(Guatemala);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  A12 Acceptance of international 

norms  

G4 Migrants  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- migrants 

No comment.  
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139.3 Consider ratifying the 
International   
Convention on the Protection of 
the Rights of All Migrant 
Workers and Members of Their 
Families (Sri Lanka) (Sudan);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  A12 Acceptance of international 

norms  

G4 Migrants  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- migrants 

No comment.  

139.21 Ratify the 1954 
Convention relating to the Status 
of Stateless Persons and the 
1961 Convention on the 
Reduction of Statelessness 
(Belgium) (Germany);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  A12 Acceptance of international 

norms  

G7 Stateless persons  

D6 Rights related to name, identity, 

nationality  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- stateless persons 

No comment.  

Theme: A14 Derogation 

139.28 Reconsider the decision to 
withdraw from the Rome Statute of 
the International Criminal Court 
(Greece);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  A14 Derogation  

B11 International humanitarian law  

B52 Impunity  

D51 Administration of justice & fair 

trial  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general 

No comment.  

139.29 Uphold its commitment to 
and obligations under the Rome 
Statute of the International Criminal 
Court (Czechia);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  A14 Derogation  

B11 International humanitarian law  

B52 Impunity  

D51 Administration of justice & fair 

trial  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general 

No comment.  

139.27 Reconsider the 
announcement of its possible 
withdrawal from the Rome Statute 
(Peru);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  A14 Derogation  

B11 International humanitarian law  

B52 Impunity  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general 

No comment.  

Theme: A24 Cooperation with special procedures 

139.32 Accept the request for a visit 
by the Special Rapporteur on the 
human right to safe drinking water 
and sanitation (Uruguay);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  A24 Cooperation with special 

procedures  

E26 Human Rights & drinking water 

and sanitation  

S06 SDG 6 - water and sanitation  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general 

No comment.  

Theme: A42 Institutions & policies – General 
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139.34 Adopt an open, merit-based 
selection process when selecting 
national candidates for United 
Nations treaty body elections 
(United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  A42 Institutions & policies - General  

A22 Cooperation with treaty bodies  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general 

No comment.  

139.41 Commit to procurement 
and e-governance reforms, 
including the full implementation 
of the Open Government 
Partnership national action plan 
and a permanent dialogue 
mechanism with civil society 
(United States of America);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  A42 Institutions & policies - General  
A46 National Plans of 
Action on Human Rights (or 
specific areas) A61 
Cooperation with civil 
society  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general 

No comment.  

139.40 Continue to adequately 
fund the medium-term strategic 
framework and to refine its   
consolidated planning, 
monitoring and evaluation 
mechanisms to support the 
Framework’s effective 
implementation (Singapore);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  A42 Institutions & policies - General  
A63 Budget and 
resources (for human 
rights implementation) 
A62 Statistics and 
indicators  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general 

No comment.  

139.220 Allocate sufficient 
resources to implement its youth 
policy to ensure meaningful use of 
youth delegates participating in 
international forums, and inclusion 
of youth in rural areas and 
strengthen political impartiality 
and independence of youth 
representation (Denmark);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  A42 Institutions & policies - General  
A63 Budget and 
resources (for human 
rights implementation) 
D7 Right to 
participation in public 
affairs and right to vote  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- persons living in rural areas  

- youth 

No comment.  

Theme: A44 Structure of the national human rights machinery 

139.35 Ensure sufficient 
resources to the so-called chapter 
9 institutions, which, as 
independent oversight bodies, 
serve a crucial purpose in 
upholding the rule of law and 
good governance (Finland);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  A44 Structure of the national human 

rights machinery  

D51 Administration of justice & fair 

trial  

A47 Good governance  
A63 Budget and 
resources (for human 
rights implementation) 
S16 SDG 16 - peace, 
justice and strong 
institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general 

Not implemented 

 

The South African Human Rights 

Commission continues to battle resource and 

capacity constraints whilst fulfilling its 

Constitutional mandate. 
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139.39 Develop an 
independent child rights 
monitoring mechanism and 
allocate adequate financial 
resources to ensure effective   
implementation of the 
relevant international 
obligations (Mongolia);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  A44 Structure of the national human 

rights machinery  

F31 Children: definition; general 

principles; protection  
A63 Budget and 
resources (for human 
rights implementation) 
S16 SDG 16 - peace, 
justice and strong 
institutions  

Affected persons:  

- children 

No comment.  

Theme: B31 Equality & non-discrimination 

139.90 Consider expanding the 
policy of affirmative action to the 
coloured population (Peru);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

A42 Institutions & policies - General  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- minorities/ racial, ethnic, linguistic, 

religious or descent-based groups 

No comment. 

139.72 Take proper legal 
measures, including 
compensations on the attacks on 
foreign nationals resulting in loss 
of life and damage to property in 
parts of the country (Ethiopia);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

D51 Administration of justice & fair 

trial  

B51 Right to an effective remedy  

G8 Non-citizens  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- non-citizens 

Not implemented 

 

Attacks on foreign nationals continue with 

impunity. Xenophobic rhetoric by politicians 

and on social media is increasing, with 

leaders not held accountable to these and 

their repercussions.  

Theme: B6 Business & Human Rights 

139.106 Define and enforce 
regulations to ensure that companies 
comply with international and 
national standards relating to human 
rights, labour, the environment and 
others (Togo);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  B6 Business & Human Rights  

B31 Equality & non-discrimination  

B71 Human rights and the 

environment  

S12 SDG 12 - sustainable 

consumption and production  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general 

Not implemented 

 

While policies and regulations exist to 

regulate the mining industry, including 

requiring mining companies to submit and 

adhere to obligations set out in their Social 

and Labour Plans - mechanisms in which to 

remedy the harm caused by the extractive 

industry and contribute towards development 

- the State continues to fail in its oversight 

and monitoring role, thus allowing 

companies to continue to exceed their harm 

versus benefit without any recourse.  

139.105 Continue to develop and 
implement a framework that holds 
companies, particularly those in 
the extractive sector, accountable 
for the human rights violations and 
the environmental degradation 
caused by their operations 
(Philippines);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  B6 Business & Human Rights  

B51 Right to an effective remedy  

B71 Human rights and the 

environment  

S12 SDG 12 - sustainable 

consumption and production  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general 

Not implemented 

 

While policies and regulations exist to 

regulate the mining industry, including 

requiring mining companies to submit and 

adhere to obligations set out in their Social 

and Labour Plans - mechanisms in which to 

remedy the harm caused by the extractive 

industry and contribute towards development 

- the State continues to fail in its oversight 

and monitoring role, thus allowing 

companies to continue to exceed their harm 

versus benefit without any recourse.  
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139.104 Increase the efficiency 
and the systematic implementation 
of the law on the development of 
mining resources, in the field of 
employment, housing, social 
development and protection of the 
environment (Cabo Verde);  
Source of position: 
A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  B6 Business & Human Rights  

E31 Right to work  

E23 Right to adequate housing  

E1 Economic, social & cultural rights - 

general measures of implementation  

B71 Human rights and the 

environment  

S12 SDG 12 - sustainable 

consumption and production  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general 

Not implemented 

 

While policies and regulations exist to 

regulate the mining industry, including 

requiring mining companies to submit and 

adhere to obligations set out in their Social 

and Labour Plans - mechanisms in which to 

remedy the harm caused by the extractive 

industry and contribute towards development 

- the State continues to fail in its oversight 

and monitoring role, thus allowing 

companies to continue to exceed their harm 

versus benefit without any recourse.  

Theme: D43 Freedom of opinion and expression 

139.119 Review the current text of 
the Protection of State Information 
Bill in order to remove any 
limitations on freedom of 
expression, including the 
unwarranted persecution of whistle-
blowers (Sweden);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  D43 Freedom of opinion and 

expression  

A41 Constitutional and legislative 

framework  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general 

No comment. 

139.120 Continue to revise the 
Protection of State Information Bill 
so that it fully respects international 
human rights law, in particular the 
right to freedom of opinion and 
expression (Switzerland);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  D43 Freedom of opinion and 

expression  

A41 Constitutional and legislative 

framework  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general 

No comment. 

Theme: D46 Right to private life, privacy 

139.123 Take the necessary steps to 
ensure that all the operations of 
intelligence agencies are monitored 
by an independent oversight 
mechanism   

(Liechtenstein);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  D46 Right to private life, privacy  

A44 Structure of the national human 

rights machinery  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general 

No comment. 

139.122 Ensure that all 
communications surveillance 
requires a test of necessity and 
proportionality (Liechtenstein);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  D46 Right to private life, privacy  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general 

No comment. 

Theme: D51 Administration of justice & fair trial 
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139.110 Take further action 
regarding oversight of and 
training for security forces in 
human rights, including to address 
violence related to hatred against 
foreigners, and make sure security 
forces carrying out law 
enforcement duties comply with 
United Nations standards 
(Austria);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  D51 Administration of justice & fair 

trial  

B31 Equality & non-discrimination  
D25 Prohibition of torture and 
cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment D21 Right to life  
A53 Professional training in human 

rights  

G8 Non-citizens  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- non-citizens  

- law enforcement / police officials 

Partially implemented. 

 

While some training of police officials is 

taking place, security forces continued to use 

excessive force against peaceful protesters 

and hundreds of people died as a result of 

police action.  

 

The Independent Police Investigative 

Directorate (IPID), an official oversight body 

of the police, received 6,122 new complaints 

by the end of the 2021 financial year on 28 

February. Of these, 4,228 were assault cases, 

353 were cases of death as a result of police 

action, 256 were cases of torture, and 80 

were rapes by a police officer. 

 

IPID received 74 complaints during the July 

unrest in parts of the Gauteng and KZN 

provinces. Of these, the majority – 26 – were 

cases of deaths resulting from police action, 

while there were 25 complaints of assault, 

and four deaths in police custody. Two cases 

involving torture were filed. 

139.109 Revise laws and policies 

regarding public order policing 

and the use of force, including 

lethal force by law enforcement 

officials (Greece); Source of 

position: A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  D51 Administration of justice & fair 

trial  
D25 Prohibition of torture and 
cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment D21 Right to life  

A41 Constitutional and legislative 

framework  

A42 Institutions & policies - General  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice and 

strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- law enforcement / police officials 

Not implemented 

 

Security forces continued to use excessive 

force against peaceful protesters and 

hundreds of people died as a result of police 

action.  

 

The Independent Police Investigative 

Directorate (IPID), an official oversight body 

of the police, received 6,122 new complaints 

by the end of the 2021 financial year on 28 

February. Of these, 4,228 were assault cases, 

353 were cases of death as a result of police 

action, 256 were cases of torture, and 80 

were rapes by a police officer. 

 

IPID received 74 complaints during the July 

unrest in parts of the Gauteng and KZN 

provinces. Of these, the majority – 26 – were 

cases of deaths resulting from police action, 

while there were 25 complaints of assault, 

and four deaths in police custody. Two cases 

involving torture were filed. 

 

The use of rubber bullets to disperse students 

during a peaceful University of 

Witwatersrand protest in Johannesburg in 

March 2021 killed one bystander, 

Mthokozisi Ntumba.  

Theme: E24 Right to social security 

139.153 Expedite the necessary 
consultative and legislative 
processes for the establishment 
of mandatory retirement 
benefits for all working persons 
who retire due to old age or 
disability (Mauritius);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  E24 Right to social security  

A41 Constitutional and legislative 

framework  

F4 Persons with disabilities  

S08 SDG 8 - economic growth, 

employment, decent work  

Affected persons:  

- persons with disabilities  

- older persons 

No comment.  
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139.152 Explore the possibility of 
a universal basic income in place 
of the existing social protection 
system, in consultation with all the 
stakeholders (Haiti);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  E24 Right to social security  

A61 Cooperation with civil society  

S01 SDG 1 - poverty  

Affected persons:  

- general 

No comment.  

Theme: E51 Right to education - General 

139.178 Ensure unconditional access 
to primary, secondary and tertiary 
education for all groups of society, 
irrespective of their socioeconomic 
situation, ethnic background or 
gender (Germany);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  E51 Right to education - General  

E52 primary education  

E53 secondary education  

E55 higher education  

S04 SDG 4 - education  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- women  

- children  

- minorities/ racial, ethnic, linguistic, 

religious or descent-based groups 

No Comment  

Theme: F12 Discrimination against women 

139.193 Expedite the enactment 
of the proposed Women 
Empowerment and Gender 
Equality Bill (Maldives);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  F12 Discrimination against 

women  

A41 Constitutional and 

legislative framework  

S05 SDG 5 - gender equality 

and women's empowerment  

Affected persons:  

- women 

No comment. 

139.194 Adopt as soon as 

possible the Women’s 

Empowerment and Gender 

Equality Bill (Spain); Source of 

position: A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  F12 Discrimination against 

women  

A41 Constitutional and 

legislative framework  

S05 SDG 5 - gender equality 

and women's empowerment  

Affected persons:  

- women 

No comment.  

Theme: F13 Violence against women 

139.207 Render operational and 
grant adequate resources to the 
National Council against Gender 
Based Violence and develop a 
multisectoral national strategic plan 
on this issue (Spain);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  F13 Violence against women  

A42 Institutions & policies - 

General  
A46 National Plans 
of Action on 
Human Rights (or 
specific areas) A63 
Budget and 
resources (for 
human rights 
implementation) 
S05 SDG 5 - 
gender equality and 
women's 
empowerment  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice 

and strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- women 

Not Implemented  

 

A National Strategic Plan on Gender-Based 

Violence was adopted in 2020. Despite promises 

to establish a National Council on Gender-Based 

Violence and Femicide, the structure has still not 

been established. A draft bill for the establishment 

of the council was published in October 2021. The 

council is crucial for the implementation of the 

National Strategic Plan on Gender-Based 

Violence.  
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139.200 Work to eradicate harmful 
cultural or  traditional practices 
against women and girls by  
conducting educational campaigns, 
encouraging  reporting of cases and 
public ally denouncing such  
practices; by urgently providing an 
adequate budget  for the 
implementation of key measures of 
the  Domestic Violence Act; and by 
strengthening the  systematic and 
comprehensive collection of  
disaggregated data related to the 
incidence of all  forms of violence 
against women, including femicide  
and intimate partner violence, and by 
using this data  to inform its policy 
responses and monitoring  (Ireland);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  F13 Violence against women  

F12 Discrimination against 

women  

A54 Awareness raising and 

dissemination  

D29 Domestic violence  

A41 Constitutional and 

legislative framework  
A63 Budget 
and resources 
(for human 
rights 
implementatio
n) A62 
Statistics and 
indicators  

A43 Human rights policies  

S05 SDG 5 - gender equality 

and women's empowerment  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice 

and strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- women  

- girls 

No Comment  

Theme: F31 Children: definition; general principles; protection 

139.233 Adopt legislation to 

prohibit all forms of corporal 

punishment in the private sphere 

(Israel); Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  F31 Children: definition; 

general principles; protection  

A41 Constitutional and 

legislative framework  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice 

and strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- children 

No comment.  

139.234 Expedite the adoption of 

legislation to prohibit all forms of 

corporal punishment in the home, 

including “reasonable 

chastisement”, and   

ensure that those who perpetrate 

corporal punishment are held 

accountable (Liechtenstein);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  F31 Children: definition; 

general principles; protection  

D25 Prohibition of torture 

and cruel, inhuman or 

degrading treatment A41 

Constitutional and legislative 

framework  

B52 Impunity  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice 

and strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- children 

No comment.  

139.237 Review and amend all 

legislation and regulations 

relevant to birth registration and 

nationality to ensure their full 

conformity with the Convention 

on the Rights of the Child 

(Albania); Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  F31 Children: definition; 

general principles; protection  

D6 Rights related to name, 

identity, nationality  

A41 Constitutional and 

legislative framework  

A12 Acceptance of 

international norms  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice 

and strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- children 

No comment.  

139.238 Review and amend all 

legislation and regulations 

relevant to birth registration and 

nationality to ensure their full 

conformity with the Convention 

Noted  F31 Children: definition; 

general principles; protection  

D6 Rights related to name, 

identity, nationality  

A41 Constitutional and 

legislative framework  

No comment.  
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on the Rights of the Child   

(Liechtenstein);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

A12 Acceptance of 

international norms  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice 

and strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- children 

139.239 Review its relevant 

legislation and regulations on 

birth registration to ensure their 

full conformity with the 

Convention on the Rights of the 

Child (Portugal);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  F31 Children: definition; 

general principles; protection  

D6 Rights related to name, 

identity, nationality  

A41 Constitutional and 

legislative framework  

A12 Acceptance of 

international norms  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice 

and strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- children 

No comment.  

139.240 Ensure birth registration 

of all children born on South 

African territory, regardless of 

the immigration status or 

nationality of the parents 

(Mexico);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  F31 Children: definition; 

general principles; protection  

D6 Rights related to name, 

identity, nationality  

G4 Migrants  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice 

and strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- children  

- migrants 

No comment.  

139.241 Amend legislation and 

regulations in order to ensure 

universal birth registration for 

children born in its territory 

(Turkey);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  F31 Children: definition; 

general principles; protection  

D6 Rights related to name, 

identity, nationality  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice 

and strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- children 

No comment.  

139.225 Ensure in national 

legislation that the minimum age 

for marriage is 18 years for both 

girls and boys and take all 

necessary measures to prevent 

and eliminate child sex tourism 

and exploitation of child labour 

(Slovenia);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  F31 Children: definition; 

general principles; protection  

F12 Discrimination against 

women  

A41 Constitutional and 

legislative framework  

F33 Children: protection 

against exploitation  

S05 SDG 5 - gender equality 

and women's empowerment  

Affected persons:  

- children  

- girls 

No comment.  

139.223 Increase the age of 

marriage to 18 years for both 

boys and girls and harmonize 

legislation to this effect (Sierra 

Leone);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  F31 Children: definition; 

general principles; protection  

F12 Discrimination against 

women  

A41 Constitutional and 

legislative framework  

S05 SDG 5 - gender equality 

and women's empowerment  

Affected persons:  

- girls 

No comment.  



INDEX: AFR 53/5274/2022 
MARCH 2022 
LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 

amnesty.org 

139.224 Harmonize the South 

African legislation to ensure that 

the minimum age for marriage is 

established at 18 years for both 

boys and girls (Zambia);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  F31 Children: definition; 

general principles; protection  

F12 Discrimination against 

women  

A41 Constitutional and 

legislative framework  

S05 SDG 5 - gender equality 

and women's empowerment  

Affected persons:  

- girls 

No comment.  

139.226 Revise the Children’s 

Act in order to set the minimum 

age for marriage to 18 years for 

both boys and girls (Belgium);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  F31 Children: definition; 

general principles; protection  

F12 Discrimination against 

women  

A41 Constitutional and 

legislative framework  

S05 SDG 5 - gender equality 

and women's empowerment  

Affected persons:  

- girls 

No comment.  

139.242 Continue ensuring that 

unaccompanied migrant children 

entering South Africa are kept in 

child and youth care centres and 

treated as children in need of care 

and protection (Holy See);  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  F31 Children: definition; 

general principles; protection  

F32 Children: family 

environment and alternative 

care  

G4 Migrants  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice 

and strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- children  

- migrants 

No comment.  

Theme: G7 Stateless persons 

139.243 Refrain from depriving 
citizenship through the blocking of 
identity documents and establish a 
dedicated procedure to identify 
stateless persons (Hungary).  

Source of position: 

A/HRC/36/16/Add.1 

Noted  G7 Stateless persons  

D6 Rights related to name, 

identity, nationality  

S16 SDG 16 - peace, justice 

and strong institutions  

Affected persons:  

- general  

- stateless persons 

No comment.  
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