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‘“We could always tell when international
protests were taking place . . . the food
rations increased and the beatings inside the
prisons got less . . . letters from abroad
were translated and passed around from cell
to cell . . . but when the letters stopped, the
dirty food and the repression started again.’’

From the statement of a prisoner
released from Chi Hoa National
Prison, Saigon, December 1972
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. \ by sean macbride s.c.
L chairman of the international
executive committee

While Amnesty International’s influence and stature is growing, so are
its urgent tasks. Our investigations into the treatment of prisoners have
satisfied us that many governments are now, either directing Of
tolerating, the use of systematic torture on prisoners in their custody.
Sometimes in efforts to obtain information, other times in order {0 qugll
opposition by the use of terror. Sometimes with both these e!'lds in
view. The more sophisticated torture methods and torture eqm';?ment
are even being exported by some powers to their “client slates . The
teaching of torture methods has become part of regular miiitary training
in some countries that boast of being civilized and even Christian. In
NATO maneouvres, or ‘‘war games'’ as they are euphemistically calied,
torture is taught and some '‘allied’’ military personnel have been injured
by “practice torture’’. In South East Asia and in the Portuguese colonies
in Africa, massive massacres of civilians have been carried out by
military ground forces or by aerial bombardments. Napaim, chemicals
and defoliants are used in contravention of internationa!l law and of the
decisions of the United Nations. Countries are bombed and laid waste
in defiance of all the rules of internationai law and of humanitarian
principles. | |

In the face of this massive breakdown of public morality and of
civilization itse!f, Amnesty International and the courageous band of
NGOs that are working in the field of human rights and peace need more




help from the Churches. The full weight of their moral authority must
fearlessly oppose the barbarous practices used by many governments.
Likewise, trade unions and professional bodies must also rise in
defence of the oppressed wherever they be, otherwise they too will be
engulfed In this escalation of brutality. Amnesty International need their
help and support in this work.

Members of Amnesty International, who do such selfiess work,
must join in our effort to awaken the Churches, the Trade Unions and
world public opinion.

Your iInternational Executive Committee has approved the text of
2 draft Resolutions for submission to the General Assembly of the
United Nations. Plans are also being finalized for the signing of a
Petition to the UN demanding action against the torture of prisoners,
Amnesty members, groups and National Sections are asked to approach
their own parliamentarians and governments to secure their support for
the very modest proposals which are being put forward by Amnesty
International and the other Non-Governmental Organizations.

Action at national level should also be taken to get Governments
to ratity the UN Covenants for the Protections of Civil and Political
Rights and the UN Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.
To their shame and disgrace some governments who spoke and voted
for the UN Convention for the Elimination of all Forms of Racial
Discrimination have not ratified it yet. This is becoming a public scandal
and Amnesty members should ask their Governments to ratity the
conventions they have voted for, if they have not atready done so: if
they have already ratified, to ask governments that have not done so to
ratity and to keep faith with their colleagues.

Without neglecting their day to day work for their own adopted
prisoners, National Sections should seek to influence public opinion and
government in their countries and to press for more effective inter-
national action to protect prisoners from torture. The Internationa!
Conference for the Abolition of Torture to be held in Paris at UNESCO
in December, which ‘s being organized by Amnesty International, will
focus international attention to this grave problem, but there must be
concurrent action at national level as well.

From this year’s Report, Amnesty members will realize the growing
extent of our work. This has placed an increasing burden on your
International Executive and Secretariat. Both have given unstinted work
for the objectives of the organization, often under difficult conditions.
There have been and still are serious administrative problems to be
overcome; | have no doubt that with perseverance and determination
these will be successfully surmounted.

If Amnesty International has developed into being one of the most
important international organizations it is due to the idealism, determina-

tion and perseverance of its members. On behalf of all the prisoners for
whom you work we thank you.

iIntroduction

by martin ennals
secretary general

Amnesty International develops, grows bigger and becomes more
sophisticated. Regrettably, the problems Amnesty International is pledged
to resoiving also seem to grow bigger, to develop, to become more
sophisticated.

What started as a special campaign in 1961 is now a permanent
campaign, with a permanent staff of researchers producing information
about political prisoners and their treatment and servicing a membership
in 62 countries, in 32 of which there is a central national organization
dedicated to work for the release of prisoners of conscience and the
abolition of torture and the death penalty.

The rapid development of Amnesty International in the 12 years
of its existence reflects a deep and widespread feeling that human rights
—and inhuman behaviour—are human responsibilities. It indicates an
increasing public awareness that governments—and others who exercise
power over people—constantly reject in practice the concept and
declared standards of human rights, humanitarian laws and human
dignity.

| During its first year of life Amnesty compiled a list, with personal
detalls, of 1,200 prisoners of conscience: persons in prison because of
their political or religious beliefs, their colour or their ethnic origin.
Today not only are 1,200 Amnesty groups of members working for
individually adopted prisoners, but there are also many thousands of
other prisoners (the names of whom in some cases are not even known)
who are the subject of Amnesty action, benefit from Amnesty relief
programmes or are within the purview of Amnesty concern.

The responsibility for the organization’s growth, unfortunately, lies
not only with Amnesty’s membership but also with the governments
which make Amnesty international not only necessary but inevitable.
For every act of oppression there is a potential reaction from the people
of the world. It is Amnesty’s task to ensure that this positive reaction
by publie opinion is expressed—not always aloud but in the most
effactive way possible to help the victims of intolerance.




1973 is a year in which Amnesty International has been trying to
draw attention to the growing and systematic use of torture by those in
positions of power and authority. We have sought in the public campaign
lo elicit a strong and positive response to the epidemic proportions of
this public disease—a disease which can only be eliminated by inter-
national action. ""As unthinkable as slavery’ is not just a slogan coined
by Amnesty International as a campaign device. It is a phrase which
challenges the human race to respond in unison. Poverty and hunger are
inherited. Torture is a voluntary and deliberate act performed consciously
by those who are sick or afraid. Torture can be stopped—now. But it
can only be stopped if those who practice it are prevented by law, by
shame, by fear or by other means: just as slavery was stopped by inter-
national repugnance expressed by people and governments alike.

The campaign against torture is only one aspect of the work of the
organization which is committed to a programme aimed at securing
the relcase of individual prisoners of conscience throughout the world.
The process of individual adoptions of prisoners by groups is the basis
of Amnesty International’s existence and membership. In the past 12
months considerable attention has been paid to developing new Amnesty
techniques. This has included individually orientated action in areas
such as Vietnam, Indonesia, Paraguay and Guatemala, where little may
be known about the prisoners themselves, except that they are heid
without trial and subjected to evil conditions without legal safequards.
often without any contact or support from external sources including
their families or lawyers. In Guatemala the situation {(now officially
recognized by the Organization of American States) is tragic. There,
Amnesty’'s concern lies with names—of people feared dead but about
whom netther the government nor the families are able to provide any
iInformation,

Persistent group work by Amnesty International sections is effective.
It boosts the morale of the prisoner, provides help for the prisoner’s
family in the immediate needs of life, reminds governments of inter-
national opinion and standards. It does not always result in the release
of prisoners. New techniques must be evolved: new forms of psycho-
logical warfare on oppressors, new means of bringing together public
opinion across national borders. Experimental programmes involving
groups, not necessarily linked with Amnesty International, are being
used. Trade union and youth organizations, professional associations
and industrial concerns, all can have their influence in cases where their
members or colleagues are involved. It is now Amnesty’'s intention to
harness not only those who are members but also those who are specially
concerned with the individual prisoners.

The publication, for example, of reports on torture in Brazil, on
apparently perpetual imprisonment in Indonesia, on human rights in the
USSR, has drawn attention to the problems of imprisonment and the
failure of world governments to apply the standards proclaimed in the

Universal Declaration of Human Rights or the Standard Minimum Rules
for the Treatment of Prisoners approved by the United Nations. Inter-
national law is slow in evolution, limited in its implementation and
virtually dependent on public opinion for its renovation and enforcement.
It is no use blaming ‘‘them’’ when those responsible in fact are ""us’.
The move or progression from nationalism to internationalism is gradual
and comes after public opinion has accepted it—not before.

Amnesty international depends for its effectiveness and the effec-
tiveness of its individual actions on informed public opinion. To be
effective, therefore, Amnesty International must not only work for
individuals and groups; it must campaign publicly, and be seen to
campaign, for the human rights of individuals and groups. [t must
address its campaign not only to the converted to whom we provide
ammunition in the form of information, nor merely to the governments
who practice the intolerance and bestialities which are unacceptable
to mankind, but also to those who do not know how they can help, or
do not realize that they themselves are affected when any one of their
colleagues or co-religionists or political allies is imprisoned or tortured.

After more than a decade of establishing its own existence and
structure and recognition, Amnesty International must now address itse!f
to a larger audience not only of sympathisers but also those whose
interasts are less specific, less universally committed, but who can and
will work for the release of prisoners of conscience and the elimination
of torture. Amnesty International must look outside itself. It must be
visible, even where the membership is limited in terms of individuals
or groups. Amnesty International must plan its Human Rights programme
and propagate it.

There are far more prisoners of conscience in the world than there
are Amnesty members. Qur initial target is to reverse that proportion.
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the movement

national sections

The growth of membership in Amnesty International has accelerated
over the past year but the overall balance of support and involvement
remains predominantly West European. This is a balance which will
have to be rectified and various initiatives are currently under way to

strengthen the base of Amnesty throughout North America and the Third
World.

]

EUROPE

West Germany continues to provide the greatest single contribu-
tion to the work of Amnesty International in terms of both groups
and financial support. The growth of this Section is continuing and a
corresponding broadening of approaches both through public and govern-
mental channels has taken place. The British, Swedish, Dutch, Danish
and Norwegian Sections have maintained their consistent work for
prisoners throughout the past year and participation in Amnesty in these
countries continues to rise. France is developing steadily in membership




and organization. The International Secretariat is now assisting in the
establishment of research contacts from many parts of the world who
are accessible in France, and a part-time staff member of the Secretariat
Is now based in the Paris office of the Section. The Swiss Section has
also expanded very rapidly over the past year.

Since the 10th anniversary Assembly Meeting in Luxembourg in
1971, the Luxembourg Section has grown steadily, as has the Austrian
Section which is providing hospitality for the 1973 meeting of the
International Council. The Faroe Islands, a very active Section, was
among those represented at the Council meeting in Utrecht. The Belgian
Sect_lon, which is growing slowly, has been hampered by a language
barrier which necessitates two sub-sections. The Finnish Section is still
making slow progress. Internal human rights problems continue to
Inhibit the growth of an Amnesty Section in Italy. This is an aspect of
Amnesty’s Development which was debated at the Utrecht Council in

1972. Discus_sicm was invited from other Soctions but the response was
not encouraging.

NORTH AMERICA

‘A Canadian Section has now been formed by the groups which
previously were separate and uncoordinated. Rapid membership and
fman_mal growth is expected as a result. The USA Section has provided
considerable help in relations with the United Nations Secratariat and

has overcome many of the difficulties that retarded previous develop-
ment. Although the number of groups has increased in the past year,

both Sectians'have a long way to go to reach the size of the larger
European Sections.

LATIN AMERICA

~In Latin America the existing committees in Mexico and Peru were
visited by a staff member of the International Secretariat. With the
Increase of work by Amnesty in Latin America the organization is
becomlr}g better known and a number of articles have appeared in
responsible newspapers, particularly in connection with the Campaign
for the Abolition of Torture. There is need for more information material
iIn Spanish and this is now being prepared and circulated. There has
been close contact with a number of organizations and churches in the
area and several organizations have expressed interest in affiliating to
Amnesty as corporate members. Meanwhile the Mexican Section is
developing its activity.
The problems of Latin America have illustrated in particular the
need to find new techniques to work for prisoners. It may well be that
the development of Amnesty support and membership in the continent

will also take a somewhat different shape from that in turope, North
America, Africa and Asia.

AFRICA

The Nigerian Section has been represented at the last two meetings
of the International Council, and the visit of the Secretary General in
May 1973 enabled the committee in Lagos to introduce Amnesty to the
government and to the public through a television programme and by a
lecture and private meetings. In Ghana the Section is not as strong as
in Nigeria but despite hostile press comment following the Secretary
General’s visit, during which he expressed support for prisoners in
Ghana, the secretary of the Section reports a new interest in the work
of the committee and there is hope of wider membership in the future.

The Gambian Section, which is the oldest in Africa, has appointed
new officers, and a radio programme on Amnesty during the Secretary
General's visit stimulated further interest. Talks with government
ministers and civil servants indicated support for the strengthening of
the Section.

Two mesetings have been held in Monrovia with a view to establish-
ing a Section in Liberia, and there is a possibility of a committee being

formed in the Ivory Coast where a senior government minister expressed
his interest in giving his support.

MIDDLE EAST

The Secretary General visited the Lebanese and Israeli Sections in
May 1972, but tensions in the Middle East have not helped to provide
the atmosphere for growth of local human rights organizations. In Israel,
however, the Section has been restructured and is now based on a new
group in Tel Aviv. There have been firm approaches regarding the
formation of a new section committee in Jordan where the Amnesty
International statute has now been translated into Arabic. Expressions
of interest from lawyers in Syria and Kuwait have also been received.
The Egyptian committee has not yet been formally established, and
internal problems resulting in imprisonment and expulsion of journalists

from their protessional organization may have inhibited development of
Amnesty activity there,

ASIA

Japan is making encouraging progress with new groups being
established and Japanese participation being organized in various
aspects of Amnesty’s work, in addition to the adoption of prisoners.
South Korea has experienced difficulties in that some members of the
committee have been imprisoned during the year and have been the
subject of intervention by the International Secretariat with the South
Korean government. The chairman of the South Korean Section was
invited to attend the Utrecht meeting of the International Council but
was unable to accept when the South Korean government failed to
provide him with a passport in time for him to travel. Despite these
obstacles however the work in South Korea has continued and
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developed. Their report is printed in both English and Korean and
Japanese Amnesty members from Kansai attended the South Korean
annual meeting and reported to the International Secretariat.

National Sections are inevitably affected by the internal political
situations in their own countries particularly when the international
organization is unpopular with the government. After Lord Avebury’s
visit to Sri Lanka in 1971, the National Section expressed its disquiet
at the report which was published. Nonetheless it remained in existence
and now has new officers. The Bangladesh Section committee was
quickly re-established after the cessation of hostilities and has been in
regular contact with the Secretariat.

There are moves to start a new committee in Pakistan and a long
term assignment of a staff member is planned for the end of 1973 to
work in the Indian sub-continent to help the sections and committees
in that region and assist in the development of Amnesty in Asia. The
committee in Nepal which was formed in 1972 has now been fully
established and was recently visited by a member of the research staff.

AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND

The New Zealand Section has grown over the past year and new
groups have been formed. The Australian members of Amnesty are still
organized into five regional Sections without a unified national body.
There was a levelling off of the membership spurt which took place
during the past year, but the work of the various sections for the

Campaign for the Abolition of Torture has brought widespread publicity
for the work of Amnesty. -

INTERNATIONAL MEMBERS

There are individual members of Amnesty in a large number of
countries where no national Sections exist. As a resuit of the Campaign
for the Abolition of Torture it may be that a considerable increase of
individual and corporate membership could result if a determined effort

is made to pursue the contacts and the interest demonstrated in
Amnesty’s work.

development of amnesty international

The Long Range Planning Report last year urged the development
of Amnesty International in non-European areas and called for a

systematic approach to the formation of National Sections. The entire

question of Amnesty’'s growth is now recognized by the International

Executive Committee as a matter to be given high priority. As a result, a
number of initiatives are being planned.

A fulﬁl-time member_of the Secretary-General's Office has been
working with the Information Office and with the Executive Secretary to
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formulate a strategy for development. The International Council will
discuss this strategy at its meeting in September. Briefly, the strategy
recommends: the improvement of services and communication within
the existing membership; the expansion of categories of membership;
the establishment of new publications policies; the broadening of inter-
national press work; the intensifying of fund-raising efforts; the building
of a field secretary programme in the Third World.

This strategy is based on the fundamental objective of widening
the impact of Amnesty International throughout the worid. Amnesty
must use every method possible to increase public support for its
objectives, without compromising the integrity and principles {for which
it stands. We must therefore adapt to the political patterns and possibili-
ties of the countries and cultures in which we wish to work. Where
sections and groups are difficult to found, newer and more flexible
channels of action and communication must be sought.

relations with other international organizations

UNITED NATIONS

At a meeting of the UN's ad hoc Working Group of Experts
concerned with human rights in Southern Africa, held in London on
July 31 and August 1, the Secretary General gave evidence regarding
political prisoners and their {mis-}treaiment in South Africa, Namibia,
Southern Rhodesia, Angola and Mozambique. His testimony formed an
important part of the Group’s Report of February 1, 1973 (U.N. Doc.
E/CN 4/1111).

In December 1972, in Tanzania, the Secretary General met the
Deputy Representative of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees to
discuss African refugee problems.

in December, Amnesty joined the International Commission of
Jurists, the International Association of Democratic Lawyers, the Inter-
national League for the Rights of Man and the Federation International
des Droits de I'Homme in a communication to the UN Commission on
Human Rights calling upon the Commission to begin a thorough study
of the situation in Greece. The basis of the claim is that the Greek
Government have effected a consistent pattern of gross violations of
human rights.

The same claim forms the basis of a submission to the UN Human

Rights machinery made by Amnesty in February on the situation in
Indonesia.

UNESCO has been extremely helpful in providing facilities and
helping with arrangements for the International Conference on Torture

to be held on the 25th Anniversary of the proclamation of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.




COUNCIL OF EUROPE

Amnesty International has been represented at various meetings of
NGOs interested in questions of human rights held in Strasbourg.

Amnesty has expressed to the Secretary General of the Council its
concern that the revised version of the UN’'s Standard Minimum Rules
for the Treatment of Prisoners should have been adopted by resolution
(73) 5 of the Committee of Ministers without previous opportunity
having been given to specialist organizations to comment on the
proposed revision,

The subject of Conscientious Objection has now been reinstated
in the Council’s work programme, but no firm steps appear to have been
taken to reach agreement on this important human right.

The Amnesty International Report on the treatment of prisoners in
Northern Ireland forms a part of the dossier being considered by the
European Commission of Human Rights under Article 3 of the European
Convention on Human Rights. Our reports on torture of prisoners in
Turkey have also been distributed to members of the Council.

The National Council for Civil Liberties (NCCL) of Great Britain is
taking the case of an Amnesty International adoptee to the European
Commission of Human Rights. Amnesty International will join NCCL
as agents for the Petitioner.

A resolution calling for the abolition of capital punishment, based

largely on a draft prepared by the Legal Officer, has been introduced by
parliamentarians to the Consultative Assembly.

INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS

Pursuant to correspondence with the Inter-American Commission
on Human Rights (IACHR) of the Organization of American States, with
which Amnesty has co-operative relations, a formal submission was
made in April 1973 to the IACHR on the question of deaths and dis-
appearances of individuals in Guatemala.

In January, a member of the international Secretariat visited the
Secretariat of the JACHR in Washington. In March, Dr. Luis Reque,
Executive Secretary of the IACHR, visited the International Secretariat.

Relations between the JACHR and Amnesty International are close and
productive.

ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY
The Secretary General attended the November 1972 meeting of
the Coordinating Committee of the Organization of African Unity's
Bureau for the Placement and Education of African Refugees (BPEAR).
Amnesty was given observer status on the BPEAR in April 1972 and
continues to liaise with that body concerning the protection and support
of African refugees, especially those fleeing from the white-minority-
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ruled areas of Southern Africa. In addition, Amnesty has drawn the
attention of the BPEAR to the problem of refugees who are faced with
deportation or detention in their countries of refuge.

NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

Sean McBride represents Amnesty International on the Bureau of
the Standing Conference of International NGOs in consuitative status
with the United Nations. In that capacity he was elected as chairman of
the Special NGO Committee on Human Rights. At the triennial confer-
ence of the Standing Conference held in Geneva in June 1972 the two
resolutions which were drafted by Amnesty International on a Convention
on Torture and the Treatment of Prisoners and on Respect for Inter-
national Humanitarian Law were endorsed by the majority of those
participating in the Conference and efforts are being made to obtain
governmental sponsorship so that the resolutions can be submitted to
the UN General Assembly in the autumn of 1973,

The Chairman of the International Executive Committee, the Secre-
tary General and the Legal Officer have all taken part in meetings with
other international organizations during the year and close working
relationships have been developed with a number of NGOs whose
co-operation in exchanging information and in other ways is particularly
valuable to Amnesty. During the past year Amnesty has acted jointly
with several organizations over such questions as the sending of
observers to trials and the issuing of joint statements on subjects such
as civilian imprisonment in Indo-China and especially South Vietnam.




international treasurer’s report
by dr. lothar belck

Expenditures in budget year 1972/73 (£138,586) showed the
anticipated substantial increase over the previous year (£81,483). This
increase resulted primarily from the move of the International Secretariat
to new premises, from the recruitment of new staff, and the entailing
rise of operational cost. Another important factor was the general
inflationary trend. Actual expenditures exceeded the forecast by £3,736.

Total income exceeded forecast by £4,705. On the one hand our
National Sections and our membership made substantial efforts to raise
this incomse. On the other hand we had the generous support of other
donors, notably the Joseph Rowntree Social Service Trust.

Subject to International Council approval, the deficit of £1,408
will be carried over into budget year 1973/74. |

As a result of improved facilities and increased staff, the efficiency
of the Research Department has greatly increased. Our investment in a
full-time information office is already paying off in rapidly improving
access to media, and in widening public awareness of our work. On the
other hand, streamlining of administrative and especially financial
procedures has not progressed as had been hoped. Therefora, strengthen-
ing of the financial and administrative systems at the Internationat
Secretariat is now being pursued as a high priority.

BALANCE SHEET AS AT APRIL 30, 1973

RESEARCH DEPARTMENT

Liabllities

Creditors

International Secretariat
Current Account

Bank Overdraft
Raesearve:

Superannuation Account

Lass Assets

Cash in Hand ...
Cash in Bank ...
Debtors and Prepayments

Office Equipment
Less: Dapreciation

Represented by:
Accumulated Doeficit

Less
Surplus for the year

{Provisional)

4,204
4,079

nle—

5,879
(14,162)

{11,305)

4,138

(£7,167)




Corrigendum

BALANCE SHEET AS AT APRIL 30, 1973

INTERNATIONAL SECRETARIAT

Fixed Assets
Office Equipment at cost ...
Less: Aggregate depreciation

{Provisional}

Current Account Research Department

Loans
Prisoner of Conscience Fund
A. Marrecco
Loans to Staft
Other

INCOME

National Sections Contributions
German Guarantes
Dutch Guarantese

irragular Contributions. |
Donations

Other Income o

Total

International
International Research Secretariat

Sacretariat Department and Research
Department

£ £
103,344 103,34
3,000 ¢
2,000
465
16,485
6,384

131,678

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED APRIL 30. 1973
(Provisional) '

Budget

Comparison

Current Assets
l.oans to PoC for conversion of premises ...
NS payments and guarantees not recelved April 30
Refunds due to Al and prepayments
Sundry Debtors

Less EXPENDITURE
A—Salaries and Compensations

Salaries

Cash at Bank Salary Related Expenditure ...
Volunteers and Temporary Help
Audit Fees

Fees for Back'g'r‘ound 'Piépers

Cash in Hand

Less: Current Liabilities
Advance NS Contributions ...
Creditors ... Sub-Total A
Less: Recoverables from RD

B—-Office Operations
Provisions for Accruals Printing and Stationery
Reserve for Refunds Telephone and Telegraph
Monies held in suspense ... Postage
Monies held for Special Projects ... Information Material ...
Relief monies held in Current Account Sundry Repairs and Service
Contracts ... 5 0188
30,354 Depreciation of Office '
EﬂUlmeNt ‘ee ‘e 2G3

Net Current Assets ... ,
ssets £50,057 26,943

Sub-Total B

C—Premises
Rents and Rates 8,939
Rent Related Expenditure ... 1,62
Depreciation {(Amortization) ... '
9 779 . Non-Recurring Expenditure

Represented by
Superannuation Scheme Reserve
Provision for dilapidation ... .

Provision for capital expenditure not now needed

Accumulated Fund
Balance 30 April 1972
Less: Daticit tor the year

Sub-Total C

40,285
£60,067

New page 18

L



International
International Research Secretariat Budge!

Secretariat Department and Research Comparison
Department

D—Travel
Executive Travel

— 3,190 2,500
Staff Travel to IC Mesting ... 1.386 700

Other Traval ... 5,2998 71,5248 1,500
Representation at international

Conventions —_ 1,0258 400
Development of National

Sections ... ‘e e 6188
Council Meeting Expenses ... 3818
General Missions and Replenish-

ment of Emergency Fund

4838
Research Missions

5668
Sub-Total D 15,173

Net Operating Loss of
Publications Department

Total INCOME 131,678 e 131,678 126,973
Net Operating Expenditure 61,101 77,485 138,586 134,850

Surplus/Deficit ... 710,677 {(77.485) (6,908) {7.877)
Transfer IS to RD (81,623) 81,623

Amnesty International’s work on behalf of pOIitilcl:BIJ prisor:ers arnc:
- for the abolition of torture and the death penalty is well known. Its relie
g::lr?;i-tc{feﬁr?:z;f?g;qﬂ/;gar Ny (”5',05%%) MEE (65'95%%) (5? '5833) programme, however, is often overlooked. Yet during the past year

- ' ' Amnesty international distributed more than £85,000 in relief to adqptegi
Net deficit for the year ... £(5,546) £4,138 £{1,408) £(2,377) prisoners and their families. To put this figure into proper perspective it
must be compared with the International Secretariat’'s separate opera-
tional budget in 1972-73 of £134,850.

The relief programme reflects the practical side of unjust imprison-
ment: the prisoner is often the sole breadwinney of his family. When he
Is detained, others suffer as well. Even when he is released, he often
encounters difficulty in finding a job. In some countries, for example,
ex-political prisoners are quietly blacklisted from employment: tHe
Katka-esque nightmare that originally left the prisoner’s family destitute
continues even when the gates of the prison are finally opened.

Letters received from. prisoners attest both to the practical and
psychological effects of the relief programme. People in confinement
are beset by fears for the well-being of their dependants. The knowledge

that his family has some financial support helps to maintain a prisoner’s
morale.

oy



Money for relief is raised by National Sections and groups working
for the release and succour of Individually adopted prisoners. Occasion-
ally the International Secretariat itself receives unsolicited donations
from non-Amnesty members for relief in specific countries. Distribution
of relief is a very sensitive area of Amnesty’s work and accurate assess-
ment of the amounts involved is difficult, because distribution arrange-
ments haya to be tailored to the situation within each country. In many
cases relief is direct: Amnesty groups send money to the families of
their adopted prisoners or to the prisoner himself after he is released in
orde; to help him re-establish himself. In some cases. groups or National
Sections, because of circumstances within the prisoner’s country, have
under:taken to pay for the education abroad of tamily members.'Great
care is tal_<en, however, to ensure that such reljef arrangements will not
get thFaopr’:Eoner o: his family irlxto trouble with the authorities.

. For the most part special arrangements have to be m
g;i}gr?:luggcoeft fqntdsi Sotrr?e of thisNis distributed throughadtleilefolzmttgre-
retariat. in other cases Nati ' ini '
natl ;l:)_;'ogrammes. tional Sections administer their
ow effective is Amnesty International’s relief proara
the answer lies in the following excerpts from two Iztte%s ?:?n? iarig;?}i?z

in different parts of the world. Both were i
in May 1973: received by Amnesty groups

e

.+« | wish to express my deep '
_ _ _ gratitude to the group for the
financial assistance rendered my witfe and kids while | was in dpetention.

Without your valuable assistance my famil
. coul
and starving. . . ." Y Y d have been homeless

“Dear Friend,

"My first words are to thank vou and all vour fri
the moral support and material helgyou have gsi{ven 12?:1139};21853 ;ﬁ:j E:::::
me, particularly during the time | was in prison. Only someone who has
spent nearly 5 years behind bars, under a severe prison regime, parted
from those he loves best, can know how important it is to feel t'hat one
s not alone, that far away, in another country, there are friends who do
not forget and who do all they can to soften the hard and unfair sentence
to which he was condemned, and who give him heart and courage. Such

support and help is an unforgettable blessing. Wi j i

™— campaign
7. abolition

N of torture

The 1972 International Council Meeting, concerned at the epidemic
growth of torture by governments and their agencies, decided to launch
a worldwide Campaign for the Abolition of Torture.

The Campaign was conceived as a two-pronged one: public and
diplomatic. At the public level, the Campaign was designed to arouse
awareness of the magnitude of this barbarous practice and to generate a
world outcry against torture. On the diplomatic level, pressure would be
brought to bear on governments and the United Nations to devise
effective legal machinery that would provide unfailing means of
enforcing Article 5 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which
prohibits torture. In the words of Sean McBride, Chaiiinan of the |EC,
when he officially opened the Campaign on Human Rights Day,
December 10, 1972, torture must be made ““as unthinkable as slavery’’.

To achieve this end, campaign plans included publication of a
world survey of torture, diplomatic and political representations to
governments and their regional and international groupings, promotion
of the Draft Resolution on a Convention on Tortuic and the Treatment
of Prisoners, an international petition to the President of the United
Nations General Assembly, and regional conferences of WNational
Sections on the various causes of torture and the 1emedies needed to
abolish it. The climax of these efforts will be an international Conference
for the Abolition of Tortyre which will he held at UNESCO House in
Paris on December 10 and 11, 1973, to coincide symbolically with the
25th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

From the outset, the Campaign has received a great deal of
publicity and interest everywhere and met with a favourable response
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from many international figures and from the press, radio and television.
Concentrated and often highly imaginative individual campaigns by
National Sections considerably reinforced the global promotion efforts
by the International Secretariat.

With the help of National Sections, the International Appeal® to

the President of the UN General Assembly, translated into more than
30 languages, was circulated throughout the world.

At the time this Annual Report went to press, well-publicized
conferences on torture had been held by the American and Swiss
Sections. Later in the vyear, major regional conferences and seminars
were being held by the Benelux. Australian, New Zealand, Irish,
ocandinavian, Canadian, British and German Sections.

A host of world statesmen, diplomats, politicians, and experts and
some 200 leading international non-governmental organizations have
been invited to the Paris Conference.

The Conference will be divided into four working parties which
will: 1) identify the individuals and institutions responsible for torture:
2) establish the social, political and economic background to torture: 3)
discuss the international. regional and national legal factors affecting
torture practices; and 4) determine the physical and psychological
effects on victims and the involvement of doctors in torture sessions.

The Conference as a whole will formulate concrete proposals for legally
enforceable machinery to abolish torture.

o I

No one shall be subjected

to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment.’”

Article 5, Universal Declaration of Human Rights

capital punishment

Perhaps the most significant initiative taken with respect to securing
worldwide abolition of the use of the death penalty was the preparation
within the Secretariat of a Motion for Resolution on the Abolition of
Capital Punishment, which was submitted to the Consul_tatwe Assembly
of the Council of Europe. Prepared by 11 parliamentarians from seven
member countries, the resolution (document 3297) would call upon
member countries to abolish capital punishment as a legal sanction and
would urge parliamentarians in the Assembly to take prompt initiatives
to seek abolition in their own countries. The Motion has been referred
to the Legal Affairs Committee of the Assembly.

telegram was sent by the Secretary General to the Aprll/[v_lay
meetiﬁg of t%he UN Economicyand Social C_ouncil (ECOSOC)_request_mg
that body to urge all UN members to abolish the use of capital punish-
ment. By resolution 1745 (LIV) of May 16, 1973, ECOSOC members
reaffirmed, in a slightly weakened form, the principle contained in
General Assembly resolution 2857 (XXVI) of December 20, 197*1 to
the effect that the main objective to be pursued is that of progressively
restricting the number of offences for which capital punishment might
be imposed, with a view to the desirability of abolishing this punishment.

Letters continue to be sent on appropriate occasions to those
jurisdictions that have not abolished the death penalty or have sought
to reintroduce it. Amnesty International'si bas!c position is that capltal
punishment must now be seen as a violation of the human right,
contained in all international and many national legal texts, not 1o be
subjected to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.

“We, the undersigned, call upon

Nations to outlaw immediately th
worla,””

the General Assembly of the United
€ torture of prisoners throughout the




research

foreword by dr. zbynek zeman
head of the research department

The construction of the Research Department was completed
early in May 1973, with the appointment of a new researcher on the
Middle East. The Department is divided into five ‘area units: two full-
time and one half-time researchers work on the African countries: three
full-time researchers investigate the problems of political imprison-
ment in Asia; three in Europe; two researchers divide the countries of
Latin America between them, and one researcher holds 3 watc<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>