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NEWS SHEET FOR THREES GROUPS

HELP OUR MEMBERSHIP DRIVE We are ver anxious to have our membershi
increased from 2 000 to 5 000 members and

we are asking ou to hel . If each one of -ou aims at making 3 new
Amnest members then we shall not only have reached our tr7et but
we will be in a )osition to hel released prisoners.

NOT ENOUGH TO DO Quite a number of Groups in Britain as well as overseas
find that their task in Amnesty is not adequate.

Letters are written, and then there are weeks of waiting without anything
constructive happening. If you are amonc:st those Groups whose membership
has increased considerably, you may wonder what it is that you can ask
your new members to do. Adopting yet another 3 prisoners is not always
the solution, because you may already be giving as much support to the
prisoners' families as your funds will allow. The fact that you feel
strongly about 'prisoners of conscience' probably also means that you
are concerned with the suffering of people in general. You may already
be committed in every possible way. On the other hand, if you are not,
you might want to think about the following suggestions.

Lonel Refu'ees and Refu ee 51,lies Aithouh it is a long time since
the cessation of the last war, the

world is teaming with displaced persons. In every part of the U.K. there
are lonely people, and in particular refugees, who in the past suffered
great deprivation. If you make such a person feel wanted, or if you can
find out about a refugee faMily, who have not managed in all these years
to become integrated into the life of their immediate surroundings,
concern for them may help enormously. It will also help you; for all
your dealings with the persecuted makes your work rather an abstract one.
Therefore, to meet in the flesh a person or a family who can give you an
account of their sufferings will make your task far more real.

How to find out about such peo le You can find out about such people
from your local town clerk, the

Citizens Advice Bureau or a welfare centre. The London Amnesty office is
at present negotiating with the Sottlement Committee of the BritisLI Council
for Aid to Refugees who, we hope, will help us in this task.

Will you consider this extension of Group activities for discussion on the
morning of the Annual General Meeting.

GROUP NEWS

CENTRAL SOMERSET Founded in November of last year, sent out its first
quarterly bulletin in March, the initial membership of

9 has grown to 50, with the.help of press publicity in 4 different Somerset
papers, also aided by the fact that their two patrons are :

Rt.Rev.E.B.Henderson, Bishop of Bath and Wells
Rt.Rev.Joseph Rudderham - Catholic Bishop of Clifton, Bristol.

Apart from the usual functionaries within a Group, the Somerset Group have
a publicity officer, a 20-year-old enterprising young man, who also made it
his task to model Amnesty's symbolic candle used for all their social
functions. It is also worth noting the number of their fund raising
activities within the five months of existence, including political parties
and church communities, local membership drives, carol singing, a coffee
morning and sale of literature.

CHRISTIAN TEAMWORK have issued a paper called 'A Scar of the Sixties'
setting out Amnesty's task and theirs in particular,

including their own comments on the present-day persecutions.
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ST.JAKES Here is one of the more exceptional set-ups, for the number of
people involved are ONE. A1thou6h this is not encouraged by

us, if any one individual feels this to be his or her best way of cofitributing
to our work, we must not stand in their way. Mrs.Hardy's help ever since
she decided to be a THREE has been quite invaluable.

HARROW Reporting on Arbab Abdul Ghafoor, Pakistan.

"After months and months of futile letter sending we received a
letter from an Awami party official saying that the prisoner's
younger brother was a member of the present parliament. The
M.P. was contacted and he wrote twice, giving full details of
the charges. It was decided to send letters of protest asking
for the case to be reconsidered to the Minister for Law and
Parliamentary Affairs. All members of the Group wrote and
asked their friends to write - be they in Great Britain or
abroad. Letters are being sent to Amnesty Groups in Australia,
Denmark and Norway who have Pakistani prisoners themselves,
asking if they will join in our effort."

ELTHAM You may remember the television programme on December 8th to
commemorate Human Rights Day, showing an interview between a

member of the Eltham Group and Mr.Mbunda, a Mozambique African, who was
desparately trying to get his wifeway from Lisbon into this country.
For some obscure reason every possible difficulty had been put in her
way by Portuguese officialdom. Paper upon paper was required, and each
document in turn was declared inadequate when produced. Last month
Mrs.Mbunda felt herself threatened, and in sheer panic, when she was
so close to joining her husband in England, she flew home, which for
her used to be Lourenco Marques, Mozambique. She is now much worse
off, living in hiding; and it will be far more difficult for the Eltham
Group to secure her freedom. Mr.Mbunda quite naturally is extremely
distressed, and the amount of money needed to get his wife to England
will, of course, be very considerably more.

SHEFFIRLD Just as the Elthem Group have undertaken to finance Mrs.
Mbunda's trip to England, the Sheffield University Group

have set themselves the task of helping their South African and his
mother to come to England, should he find that he is no longer able
to make a living in the Republic as legal council. It is highly improbable
that the S.A.Government will permit him to practise once again, although
this is what he would like to do most of all. He is Albie Sachs, son of
Solly Sachs.

MEETINGS AND FUND RAISING A one day Seminar was organised by Birmingham
University on March 14th on the subject of

'IS THE ONE-PARTY STATE INEVITABLE IN AFRICA?' The speakers included
Dr.John Rex, lecturer of Sociology, University of Birmingham, Mr.R.Wraith,
Chairman of the Nigerian Electoral Commission 1958-9, Dr.K.A.Busia,
ex-leader of the opposition in Ghana, Mr.G.Nyandoro, General Secretary
of the Zimbabwe African People's Union, S.Rhodesia„ Chairman Dr.G.Israal-
Stamm, lecturer in Botany, University of Birmingham formerly of Fore Hare
University, South Africa.

UNIVERSITY COLTSGE OF LONDON held a meeting inviting speakers from 3
different parts of the world - one from

Turkey, one from Portugal, a third from Ceylon, each presenting, what
they felt an Amnesty Group should know about their country.

A PIN-UP ART SALE was held at the Holland Park Art Galleries organised
by Mrs.Marian Sander and Mr.Paton Skipwith. A

tremendous amount of work was involved, but Mrs.Sander felt it was worth
it. £1,400 were raised. More than 70 artists responded to the appeal of
'a page from your sketch book'. The 100 works of art involved came from
artists in France, Italy and Egypt in addition to those from Britain.
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CHELSEA This Group is holding a fund—raising film show on 27th May.

LIVERPOOL are organising a concert of classical music sometime this month.

CENTRAL SOMERSET collected k8.15.0d. during a coffee evening on 22nd April.

PUTNEY collected£35during a combined U.N.A. and Amnesty meeting. £25
of this is to go to the 'Fund for the Persecuted' in S.Africa and
k10 to Head Office.

RELEA.SES Simon Diphoko, South Africa
James Kantor, South Africa
Dr.Josef Matoocha, Czech(decd)
J.A.Albisu Ecenarro, Spain
Dr.Pena Aruando, Portugal
Max Sisulu, South Africa
Carlos Enrique Ordeig, Spain
Dr.Miloslav Skacol, Czech.
Gabrielle Hammerstein, E.Germany
Dr.Geogiopoulos, Greece
Prof.Jose Gasper Teizeira, Portugal
Romeo Phesian, Rumania
Mohdi Alaoui, Morocco
Selbourne Maphonya, South Africa
Luis Avides, Spain
Sant Singh Tegh,
Inga Brandtner, W.Germany
Humberto Sori Marin, Cuba
Albie Sachs, S.Africa
Aziz Nesin, Turkey
Francisco Ayeetaran Lopez, Spain
Kurt—Heinz Wilesch, E.Germany
Javier Anguld Quintinillas, Spain
Napthali Ntlatlane, S.Africa

Durham University
Pontypridd

— Belfast
— Chester
Sevenoake
Glasgow
Glasgow
St.Johns Wood

— L.S.E.
Abingdon

— Barnet
Birkenhead
Belfast
Rush Common House

— Southampton
Elgar

— Elgar
— Bristol
Sheffield University

— Elgar
Edinburgh Unitarians
Edmonton
Birmingham Undergraduates
Widnes

NEW GROUPS Clevedon,Somerset. NeWnham College, Cambridge.
Queen Mary College, London. Salisbury. Pu±ney.
Redland, Bristol. Woking. Southampton. Derby.
Colwyn Bay. Redbourn, Herts. 'University College, Oxford.

BACKGROUND PAPERS now available for the following countries —

Burma, Ethiopia, Paraguay

THE FOLLOWING PAPERS ARE BEING WORKED ON —

Turkey, Pakistan, Ghana, Bulgaria, Mexico, Formosa,
Portugal, South Africa, Indonesia.

The background papers are largely based on information collected in the
library.

A new set of SPEAKER'S NOTES are available for those who want them.

PRISONERS IN GREECE Although we know that the majority of Greek prisoners
are being released, we have as yet no news of any names.

Will you please continue to be in touch with your Greek and his family.
They will all be in great need of help for quite a while yet. Many will
be very ill, and since Greece has no such thing as a National Health scheme,
hospitalization will have to be paid for by the families with the very .
limited help that the Prisoners' Welfare Organisation can give them. Will
you also keep in touch with this organisation —

Association d'Athenes des Families
des Exiles et Prisoniers Politiques,
14 rue Patissia (stoa Fexi)
ATHENES, Greece.
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PRISONERS IN SPAIN If you have not already got the Prison-After-Care
address here it is. This organisation seems very

helpfUl.

Seretario General,
Patronato Nacional de San Pablo Para
Presosy Penados,
MADRID, Spain.

DRAFT LETTERS are available if you require them as a guide for Ambassadors,
Ministers of Justice and the imprisoned.

GROUP N&WS ABROAD

A note to all the groups who have written to -

M.Jan Fierens,
of the Commission pour l'Eglise Persoutee des Organisations

Internationales Catholiques

At the meeting of the International Executive in Antwerp, April 17-19 64,
we were handed a file from M.Flerens from which it became clear that he
had been approached by 27 Amnesty groups with enquiries. After answering
the first few he could not, it appears, cope with such quantities. We
regret that groups who were given M.Fierens name as contact were thus
disappointed but feel sure that they will appreciate his predicament.

Special work done by Group members -

NIELS GROTH, a young Danish lawyer, went to Prague for a week at Easter and
undertook to make various enquiries both for the Danish Section and for
Amnesty Head Office. We-quote from the most interesting report which he
sent us -

"So I made up my mind to seek out Archbishop Beran. A lady born in
Germany gave me the address of a sympathetic priest who told me that
the Archbishop is living in Villa Charita together with a number of
nuns and some other priests in the village of Mukarov, 30 k.m. east
of Prague. I could go there without causing himself or me any
trouble with the authorities.

Sunday the 29th (-1.pril) 64, I went there and was received very kindly
by Mgr.Beran in his modest living room. He expressed a great gratitude
to the organisation; it is very important in the dnduavour of
liberation, also in his own case, he said. While in prison his
conditions had been poor and restricted, but far better than the
conditions in Dachau, where the Nazis kept him during the war. As
far as he knows none of the priests had suffered physical injuries
as prisoners of the present regime.

FOr the time being the Archbishop is not allowed to perform any
clerical function publicly. .He is also deprived of contact with the
Catholic Church as such. He is allowed to move freely outside Prague,
whereas the Government does not want him  in the cripital 


Concerning the conditions of prisoners of conscience, I did not have
the chance or the time to meet a former prisoner. But according to
several sources the prisoners of the nineteen fifties had had quite
a rough time, whereas conditions in prisons during the last years
had improved a good deal. Now it was compared to a military camp,
with strict working discipline, but also with passable living conditions.

Furthermore I was told, that nowaelays much fewer prisoners of conscience
were taken in Czechoslovakia........"

Mr.Groth'. met a girl student fthe was very positive to the work of our
organisation." He gave us her name and address "as she might be usefUl
next time an Amnesty-man comes to Prague". The existence of censorship
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of letters and telephonesseems somewhat disputed, but it is obviously
necessary to be very careful in letters.

THE WEST GERMAN SECTION achieved publicity in "Rundeschau am Sonntag"
March 15, 1964, under the headline "Aus Ktan

kommt der Ruf: Freiheit für Gefangene!" The article gives an accurate
account of the work of the groups, quoting some individual cases of
prisoners. An even longer article was published, based on the booklet
edited by the german Section, in "Crp-Informationsdienst" (Club
republikanischer Publizisten) 2/1964. Although we have had nkl other
reports, we would like to think that other Sections or groups have also
had some publicity.

NORWAY A remarkably energetic and persevering correspondence was con-
ducted by one of the Norwegian groups under the "leadership" of

Otto Falkenberg concerning their Sudanese prisoner. It would take too
much space to quote it in full, but this is the order in which the
enquiries were sent out -

February 13th 1964, letter to the Embassy of the Republic of
the Sudan in Bonn thich elicited a rebuff
on February 24th, accusing the Norwegians
of interfering in the internal affairs of
the Sudan, and stating that that country
is "a Sovereign country with a fully
responsible government".

March 10th 1964 letter to the same address, stating all the
known facts of the case, confirming that the
"Sudan is a Sovereign country" etc, repeating
the enquiry, "because we cannot believe that
anyone in a Sovereign country with a fully
responsible government can be imprisoned
without a fair trial".

letters were sent out to
The Director of the Post Office in Juba
(where. the prisoner was imprisoned) asking
for his address:
The Subsidiary Head Quarters for the
Education Administration in the Equatoria
Province, Juba.
(the prisoner was a supervisor of a Muslim school)
The Minister of Education and Justice, Khartoum.
The Minister of the Interior, Khartoum.
The Governor of the Equatoria Province, Juba.
The addresses of the Minister were all complete
with the Ministers' names.

IRELAND One of the Irish groups received the following letter from
Johannesburg, South Africa -

Dear Madam, 14.2.64.
I wish to acknowledge your letter of the 10th December.

I must apologise for delaying to reply it.
My husband is detained in Roben Island. He is serving

a sentence of two years for leaving the country without a passport.
He was sentenced on the 5th April 1963. I am allowed to see him
once in six months.

I find it difficult to manage the train fare from
Johannesburg to C-pe Town which is £14 excluding provisions.
FUrther I find it difficult to manage with home expenses which
are as follows -

-.

My income is E16 per month, £4per week which makes it
,-iifficult for me to feed my children with basic necessities. I

meanwhile on March 3rd


 Rent £3.

 FUrniture instalments 7.-.

 School fees(excl.books) 2.10.

 Food and sundries 16.-.



—6—

am in arrears with rent and furniture instalments. I would be
very grateful if you could help me with these problems in what—
ever manner you can manage.

Greetings,
Yours faithfully,

Nonzima Makgothi (Mrs)

The Irish groups of which there are 18 are at present trying to raise funds
between them to supply the monthly deficit in this household budget.

MR.CHkRLES CARTY of the ELTHAM THREE received the following letter from
their Portuguese prisoner who is —

Father Martinho Samba
Col6gio das Missoes Franciscanas,
Montariol,
Braga, Portugal.

Dear Sir Charles Carty,

Your letter of 13.4.64 was
be sincere, salutations and feelings
other Christians there in the Church
You are, I see, a very good people.

a cause of great joy to me. And, to
of your wife and son, and of all
at Eltham, made xe burst into tears
Many thanks to you!

Your Christian sentiments, with which you are carefully dealing
with cases of suffering men in the world, constrain us to a great gratitude.

We are Christians and Priests: Thus, we can't miss our confidence
in God, for He only can entirely help men in their all necessities.

Many pains are permitted by God for our gain. Besides, we trust
that good people in the world will sustain us in our misfortunes. So, I
see in your own letter a-link which bind us together, as children of the
same God we are, through faith in Christ His Son.

I am very grateful to you, but I must tell you with sadness I
can't accept your offering of money, for my superiors would be displeased
with that fact. Nevertheless, if God graces us so that we can safely
return to our country, I intend to do all my best for laying the foundation
of an institution for orphans, and then, I will write to you to help us in
that work.

At this time, I only pant for learning English as well as possible,
and so I beg you to send me, at least, some profitable Engllsh books, to the
aim I want to. And, always it's possible you may also send to me some used
newspapers, in which reporters are ordinarily publishing informations about
our Continent — Africa.

To end, I beg your pardon, sir, for all mistakes in this letter.
Finally, let me send my best compliments'to you and your wife and son, and
to all our friends in God, there, in the Church at Eltham, in London.

May also the blessing of God be with you always.

Yours thankfully

R.thor Martinho Samba.


