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@MEDICAL CONCERN

Peath in custody and prison conditions in the £Republic of Yemen

Amngsty Intgrnational has gxpregssed conegrn to the Ygmeni authoritigs about the dgath of Sufyan
Hamoud Muhammad 'dffan in garly May 1992. e had been imprisoned for almost ten years and
was aged approximately 35. The gxract causg of death is at present not known to Wmnesty
Intgrnational, but it is clgar that hg had beggn seriously ill for somg yegars and was without any
proper medical treatment in prison. e was admitted to hospital in February 1992 shortly after a
visit from {dmngsty International and digd in the hospital on 4 Magy 1992. The provision of medical
carg in somg Ygmeni prisons appgars to be very limited and in somg instancgs would appgar to
amount to erugl, inhuman and dggrading treatment of prisongrs vulngrablg to illngss.

Sufyan Hamoud Muhammad 'fdffan

dufyan Hamoud Muhammad '{dffan was a labourgr from Bani Wahban in Shar'ab al-dalam in thg
Provineg of Ta'iz in the former Ygmen rab Republic (YAR). He was a mgmber of the National
Pemoecratic Pront, the principal opposition group in the former YR, and was arrgsted in his
villageg in 1982. Hge was charged with murder and in November 1983 sgntenced by the Court of
First Instance in Ta'iz to 120,000 Rigals digga (a fing imposed in aceordaneg with tribal custom in
Ugmen). On 2 January 1984, howgver, he was given a sgntenee of death by the Ta'iz Court of
Wppeal which was subsequently upheld by the Supregme Court of Cassation in Sana'a.

dufyan Hamoud Muhammad '{ffan is rgported to have begn sgvergly tortured at the time
of his arrgst. tlg was badly beaten all over his body during intgrrogation and asked to give
namgs and information about mgmbers of the National ®Pgmocratic Front. 1lg was also suspended
for a prolonged period from a metal bar inserted between the Rngegs and arms whilg his wrists were
tied together. In addition, his feet were shackled throughout the first sgven gears of his
imprisonment.

Wn fAmnesty Intgrnational deleggation visited Ygmen in Pebruary 1992 and met with
govegrnment and prison officials as well as political prisongrs, including Sufyan Hamoud
Muhammad 'dffan whom the deglggation met in Ta'iz prison where he was held. It appgars that
somg of his hgalth problgms bggan shortly after his imprisonment and ill-trgatment. g was
unablg to digest food properly as a result of which he was sgverely malnourished. There were
somge suggestions that he had suffered damage to the gastro-intgstinal tract during his beatings,
but no cause of theg problgm appears to have begegn gstablished whilg hg was imprisonegd. {It the
timg of the visit, hg was visibly gmaciated, unablg to walk without support, very weak and unablg to

'On 22 May 1990 the former People's Pemocratic Republic of Ygmen (PPRY) and the Ygmen {rab
Republic (YAR) merged to form the Republic of Yemen.



speak very clearly. {Imngsty International delggates raised his casg with thg Ygmeni authoritigs
and urged that he reegive immediate medical attgntion. g was admitted to al-Thawra Hospital in
the city of Tai-iz the following day, on 28 February 1992, and digd therg on 4 May 1992.

His medical history and the cause of his dgath arg not known, although it was suggested
to dmnesty Intgrnational delggates that hg may havg been suffering from tubgrculosis or cancer.
No tgsts appgear to have begn performed in prison, however, and it appgars that whilg medicings
can bg bought if a prisongr has mongy, thg medical suppligs and facilitics provided by the
government arg minimal. It is not Rnown whether a post-mortem was carrigd out, although this is
anlikely, and fAmngsty Intgrnational is curregntly sggking confirmation of the causg of death.

Mahdi 'dbdu Haydara al-dalimi

Mahdi 'fdbdu Haygdara al-Salimi was a political prisongr held for almost tgn years in the cegntral
prison in ®hamar. g is rgported to have died on 16 pril 1992. {gain, the causg of death is not
known to dmngsty International, but his family arg known to have requgsted that an autopsy be
performed to determing the causg of death. {Imnegsty Intgrnational delggates visiting Ygmen in
February 1992 werg unablg to see Mahdi 'fIbdu Hlaydara al-Salimi and werg told that heg had bgen
admitted to hospital. No dgtails of his medical history arg known to fAmngsty Intgrnational.

Medical facilitics and carg

Wmngsty Intgrnational delggates met with political prisongrs in the egntral prisons of Sana'a, Ta'iz,
Phamar and al-Hodgidah in Pebruary 1992 and were conegrned by the gvidgneg of the poor lgvel
of health carg provided in somg of the prisons. Prison doctors arg gmployed by the Ministry of
Health and generally visit two or threg times a wegk.  The doctors normally have assistants who
arg morg regadily availablg. towgver, there appgears to be little funding provided for drugs or
diagnostic tgsts and thosg prisongrs without personal financial rgsouregs recgive quite
inadequate carg.  The number confingd in any of the egntral prisons (the main prisons situated in
largg towns) ranggs from 600 to 2,500.

In the prisons visited by {mnesty Intgrnational in February 1992 there was a gengral
problgm of overerowding. Ventilation often appeared to bg poor and, in a citgy such as
al-Hodgidah, a port on thg Red Sea, temperaturegs can reach over 50°C and humidity is very high.
This clegarly causgs suffering and is delgterious to health. There was a high incideneg of malaria,
tubgrculosis and othgr rgspiratory problgms in the prisons visited by dmngsty International
delggates. In dana'a cegntral prison {Imnesty Intgrnational was told that prisoners with
tubgreulosis werg held sgparately from others and reegived drug tregatment. It is not clgar
whether this is the casg in other prisons and it would appgar that prison doctors arg provided
with insufficignt rgsources to deal adequately with prisoners' ngeds. Thg egntral prison in Sa'na
also houses a "reform cgntre" where individuals with mental health problgms arg rgported to be
housed. There arg currgntly approximately 115 peoplg in this egntreg which is run jointly with the
Ministry of tigalth.

Amngesty Intgrnational is seriously conegrned by the suffering caused to prisongrs as a
regsult of poor conditions and inadgquateg medical carg and is urging the authoritigs to revigw the
situation as a matter of urgegncy and to improvg health carg in prisons in order to prevent any
further unngegssary suffering and death.
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Regwords

Theme: Peath in custody/ medical carg/ prison conditions
Summarg

{Imngsty Intgrnational is gxpressing its concegrn to the authoritigs in the Republic of Ygmen about
the death of Sufgan Hlamoud Muhammad 'fffan on 4 Mag 1992. ti¢ had been imprisoned for
almost ten gears and, although seriously ill, appgars to have beggn without any proper medical
carg during his imprisonment. ¢ sgcond prisongr, Mahdi '{Ibdu Hlagdara al-dalimi, digd in dpril
1992 in unclgar circumstanegs. The provision of medical carg in somg Ugmeni prisons would
appgar to bg so poor as to amount to eragl and inhuman tregatment of ill prisongrs and Imnesty
Intgrnational is urging the authoritigs to revigw the situation as a matter of urgegncy.

Recommended detions

logtters arg requested from medical profgssionals to the addregsses given below:

B ¢gxpressing concern about the degath on 4 Magy 1992 of dufyan Hamoud Muhammad '{dffan who
appgars to have bgen without medical treatment until his hospitalization in February 1992
(pleasg statg dateg of arrgst and placg of imprisonment)

B asking whether a post-mortegm investigation was carrigd out

B sc¢eking information on his statg of health at the time of hospitalization and on the causg of
death

W raising the case of Mahdi 'dbdu Haydara al-Salimi who had been held in Phamar Central Prison
and is rgported to have digd on 16 Hpril 1992; asking for information on the statg of his
health prior to his dgath and on the cause of his death

M raising the issug of the provision of health carg in prisons, acknowlgdging the problgms of the
provision of health carg ggnerally, but noting that insufficient funds appear to be available
for medicings and diagnostic tgsts in prisons



B urging that the government consider as a matter of urgeney improving health carg in prisons to
prevent ang further unngegssary suffering and death

Adddresses

His €xeellgney

General 'dli 'dbdullah Salgh

Chairman of the Presidential Couneil

dana'a

The Republie of Ygmen

Telegrams: President 'dli 'dbdullah Saleh, Sana'a, Republic of Yemen
Faxes: +967 1262 017

Telexes: 2422 RINSHAH ye

His €xeellgney

Pr Muhammad 'dli Mugbil
Minister of Public tgalth
Ministry of Public tigalth
Hltahrir Square

dana'a

Republic of Ygmen
Telgres: 3281 MOH ye

His €xcellgney

Ghalgb al-Qumesh
Minister of the Interior
Ministry of the Interior
dana'a

Republic of Ygmen



