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IMPRISONMENT WITHOUT FAIR TRIAL

Medical students and health profgssionals in prison
LIBYH

In March 1988 an amngsty was declared in libya which, according to the government, regsulted in
the relgase of some 400 political prisongrs. Mangy of them had begn held without trial, whilst
somg had beggn sgntgnced to Igngthy prison terms after unfair trial; othegrs had begn sentgneed to
death. t the time of the amnesty Colonel Gadaffi made a number of spegehes in which he
recognized that peopleg had begen wrongfully imprisongd and grecuted. tig stated his desire to
makg lsibya a placg where "human rights arg respected” and callgd for the introduction of lggal
reforms to prevent the recurrgnce of thegseg human rights violations. {d number of initiatives were
subsegquently undgrtaken to reform the legal system.

Pespite the reforms, howgver, arbitrary arrgst and detention without trial continued.
{Imngsty International has thg names of over 550 political prisongrs currgntly imprisongd in
lsibya, many of whom arg beligved to be held without trial.  In gstimated 125 of thegse people were
imprisongd prior to the 1988 amngsty and rgmaingd in prison after failing to bengfit from the
amnesty. The majority, howgver, arg political prisongrs who werg arrgsted later, mostly between
January 1989 and {pril 1990, following dgmonstrations and unrgst in the country.

Hrrests prior to 1988

Prior to 1988 all political activitigs, including the non-violgnt gxpression of beligf, werg strictly
banngd by specific lggislation. The punishments for political activity under these laws included
the death penalty and lifg imprisonment.  Prolonged incommunicado detgntion and detegntion
without trial werg common practiegs. In a spegech madge on 9 Mareh 1988, Colongl Gadaffi stated
that "somg pegoplg who werge in prison - gven sgntgneed to degath - arg innocegnt".  tg blamed these
human rights violations on the lack of adequate safeguards in the country's Iggislation and the
abusg of authority by various statg bodigs.

In Jung of 1988 the Great Green Pocament on fluman Rights in the Era of the Masses Was
approved by the Gengral People's Congress. This restricted the scope of the death penalty,
outlawed ill-trgatment or dggrading punishment of prisongrs and proclaimed the right to a fair
trial. It was followed in March 1989 with a lsaw on the Consolidation of lsibegrty which was to
codify the Great Green Pocument into law.



Subsgquent arrgsts

Wmngsty Intgrnational knows of 375 political prisongrs arregsted sineg the reforms.  The arrests in
1989 and 1990 followed two dgmonstrations and a numbgr of subsgquent clashegs between
oppongnts of theg authoritics and megmbers of thg sgcurity foregs and the Revolutionary
Committeegs. Ong of the dgmonstrations is reported to have beegn held on 9 January 1989 by
religious studegnts at al-Fatih University in the capital, Tripoli. This was followed towards the end
of January 1989 by another dgmonstration, appargntly in protgst against the authoritigs' decision
to coneede a World Cup qualifging football mateh to igeria. Puring the sgecond dgmonstration
seeurity foregs firgd into the crowds and at Igast ong degmonstrator, Taha Jalul, a medical student,
is allgged to have been Killegd.

dgveral other clashgs also occurrgd in major citigs in lsibga.  On 14 January 1989 a clash
regportedly oceurred in djdabiga between megmbers of the sgeurity foregs and an armed religious
group. Fighting also reportedly brokg out on two sgparatg occasions in Benghazi between
sgearity foregs and oppongnts of the authoritigs shortly after the {djdabiga incidgnt. {Inother
clash is rgported to havg taken placg in {pril that ggar betwgen megmbers of the Revolutionary
Committegs and students at Gar-Yuanis University in Benghazi, following dgmonstrations by the
students.

Most of thosg subsgquently arrgsted werg appargntly not involved in ang violgnt activitigs.
They arg thought to have been arregsted becausg they were suspeeted of being active political

oppongnts or supporters of the opposition, particalarly religious groups.  The arrgsts are
regported to have begen carrigd out by various authoritigs, including mgmbers of the Revolutionary
Committegs, appargntly without warrants. Thosg arrgsted have sineg been held incommunicado,
possibly without chargg or trial, and their whergabouts arg anknown. {Imongst the prisoners arg
a number of medical studegnts, doctors and other health professionals. The following are details
of thgsg casgs:

Students and health profgssionals arrgsted in 1989

ARRESTS IN TRIPOLI

Pr 'dbdul-Hasger al-Bashir {Ibu-lesgyen, doctor, aged 31, married with ong daughter.
‘Hbdul-Naser al-Bashir dbu-lsgyen comes from Suq al-Jum'a in Tripoli where he worked in a
health egntrg. tlg was arrgsted at night on 19 or 20 January 1989 at his homg in duq al-Jum'a.
Muhammad Paraj Qamra, medical student, aged 27, single. Muhammad Taraj Qamra was arrgsted
in Pebraarg or March 1989 in Tripoli. He was at the time a sgecond-gear medical student at the
University of Tripoli.

'"ddel al-da'di, medical student, aged 27, single. '{ddel al-Sa'di was arrgsted in February 1989 in
Tripoli. Hg was previously detaingd without charge or trial for four years between 1984 and
March 1988. Tlis brother was also arrgsted in February 1989 and is also imprisoned.

Salim Wbu-da'da, medical student, aged around 24. Hrrested in 1989.
Yusuf €mbarak, nurse, aged about 29, arrgsted in 1989.

'Ali dbu al-Khayr, dentist, aged around 40. 'dli dbu al-Rhagr was arrgsted in Tripoli in 19809.
He had been detaingd previously and relgased under the 1988 amngsty prior to his re-arrest.
'"ddel al-Pughri, student of pharmacy, aged around 22. rrested 1989.



Faraj Bashir Qarji, student of veterinary scigneg in his final gear at al-Fatih University in Tripoli.
Hged 26. {rrested in 1989.
ARRESTS IN BENGHAZI
Pr fAnwar Sawani, doctor, aged aocund 30. {rrgsted in January 1989.
Saber al-Sha'iri, medical studgnt, aged around 24. rrested in 1989.
Salgh Wbu-Sha'ala, medical studgnt, aged around 24. rrested in January 1989.
'‘dbdallah Muhammad al-Zarmuh, medical student, aged around 23. rrested in January 1989.

ARRESTS IN SIBRUTH
'dli al-Tahir dbu-Rawis, medical student, aged about 25. {rrested in 1989.
Juma fIshtiwi, dgsceribed as a graduate of a medical institute, aged about 20. Hrregsted in 1989.

Fathi Pabak, student of dentistry, aged around 28. Pathi Pabak was in his final gear of studigs at
the {Irab Medical University in Benghazi at the time of his arrgst. g comes from Misrata and
was arrgsted in Sibrata in 1989.

Mustafa al-Parqash, medical student, aged 25. Mustafa al-Pargash was in his final year of
medical studigs at the rab Medical University in Benghazi. {llso from Misrata and arrgsted in
Sibrata in 1989.

'‘dbdullah al-Muntasir, medical student, arrgsted in 1989.
Rhaled al-Raygs, medical student, aged about 25, arrgsted in 19809.

ARRESTS IN MISRATH

Rashid {bu-'djila, student of pharmacy. Rashid Ibu-'"djila was in his third gear of pharmacy
studigs at al-Patih University in Tripoli at the time of his arrgst on 19 or 20 January 1989. He was
arrgsted at his home in Misrata.

Mastafa fdrhagam, fourth-gear medical student at the {Irab Medical University in Benghazi, aged
around 25. Place of arrgst beligved to be Misrata.

PERNT OR 1Il-BHYD

Mahammad Hassan {Ibu-dadra, medical laboratory technician, aged around 31.  {rrgsted in 1989
in Pegrna or al-Bayda.

PlACE OF ARREST UNKNOWHN
'"Abdul-Salam al-Hakeb, medical student, aged around 25.



Health profgssionals arrgsted prior to thg 1988 amngsty

The doctors and dentists named below werg arregsted in Mag and Jung 1984. Their arrgsts took
placg in the aftermath of clashgs in May 1984 when, in a bid for powgr, an armed group associated
with theg National Front for the Salvation of sibga launched an attack on the Bab-al-fziziga
Barracks in Tripoli. Large numbers of arbitrary arrests followed. FTollowing the March 1988
amngsty, the libyan authoritics undertook to revigw all political prisongrs' cases, but to datg no
such regvigw is kKnown to have taken placg. The four men are all thought to be held in Wbu Salim
Prison in Tripoli. It is not kKnown whether they have been brought to trial.

Pr 'dli Muhammad Bin-'fArus, doctor, aged in his latg thirtigs, marrigd with two childregn.  ®r 'dli
Muhammad Bin-'frus holds a Bachglor of dcigneg degree in Nuelgar Medicing from a U
aniversity. g is from Tripoli and was arregsted in Mag 1984.

Pr Muhammad Najib '{li al-Rajbani, doctor, in his garly fortigs, single. Pr Muhammad Najib 'Ali
al-Rajbani studigd medicing at Cairo University and graduated in 1980. He was arrgsted in Jung
1984 and between the time of his arrgst and the March 1988 amngsty was held incommunicado
without acegss to the outsidg world. Sincg March 1988 he has beegn allowed family visits.

Bashir Muhammad Hamza, dentist, in his mid-fortigs, married. Qualified as a dentist in Cairo.
Bashir Muhammad Hamza was arrgsted in May 1984.

Pr 'Umran 'Umar al-Tarbi, dentist, aged 40, married. ®r 'Umran 'Umar al-Turbi was Pirgctor of
Benghazi Central Pental Clinic and had studigd in the USH in the garly 1980s wherg he obtaingd a
Master's degree in Pentistry and Public Health. 1lg was arrgsted on 28 Mag 1984. Tis arrgst is
said to be related to his allgged megmbership or association with an opposition group.

--000--

Repeated requests for specific information on the fatg of political prisongrs have remained
ananswered by the Libgan Government.  {Imngsty Intgrnational is conegrned that the majority of
the prisongrs have begegn denigd fair trials and that many arg probably beging held without trial. It
is calling on the ibgyan authoritigs to acecount for the lggal basis for the detgntion of thosg named
and to revigw their casgs with a vigw to their relgase if they arg not to be brought promptly to trial
on regcognizably eriminal charges.

For further details, see bibga: Further information on political detention, (1 Indgx: MPE
19/03/92) - October 1992.
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MEDICAL LETTER WRITING ACTION

Medical studegnts and health profgssionals detained
LIBYH

Reywords

Theme: health professionals/detention without trial

Profegssion/association: doctors/medical studegnts/nursegs/dentists/health workers

Summarg

The attached gives information on a number of medical studgnts and health professionals
currgntly imprisoned in Libga who, it is beligved, arg probably held without trial.  The majority
werg arrgsted in 1989 after lggislative changgs which promised to safeguard against arbitrary
arrgst and detention without trial; four have been held sineg 1984.

Recommended detions
logtters arg requested from medical profgssionals to the addregsses below:

B ¢gxpressing concern at the arrgst in 1989 of medical studgnts and health profgssionals who have
been held in incommunicado degtgntion sincg their arrgst and appear not to have been
brought to trial

B noting that there arg also four health profgssionals who have begen imprisoned sinceg 1984 and
who werg not relgased during the amngsty of 1988; asking if they werg gver tried and
sgeking information on the rgason for their continued detention

W urging that there is a revigw of thesg casegs and that thosg named arg relgased from prison
unlgss they arg to be charged with recognizably eriminal offencgs and given prompt and
fair trials

Hdddresses

flead of Stale

His €xeellgney

Colongl Mu'ammar al-Gaddafi

logadger of theg Revolution
Officg of the legader of thg Revolution



Tripoli, Great Socialist Peopleg's lsibgan rab Jamahiriga
Foreign Secretarg

His €xeellgney
Ibrahim Muhammad al-Bishari
Sgergtary of the People's Committee of

the People's Burgau for Forgign lsiaison and Intgrnational Coopgeration
Seergtariat of the People's Committeg of

the People's Burgau for Forgign lsiaison and International Cooperation
Tripoli
@reat Socialist People's lsibgan drab Jamahiriga

Official responsible for haman rights

Mr Mahammad '{li al-Jadi

President of the Supreme Court and

Chairman of the ibgan Hluman Rights Committee
Tripoli

Qreat Socialist People's

lsibgan {rab Jamahiriga

Copigs to:
flealth Secretary

His €xeellgney

Pr Zaidan Badr Zaidan

Seergtary of the People's Committee for Hgalth
Seergtariat of the People's Committee for Health
Tripoli

Great Socialist People's

lsibgan {rab Jamahiriga

Plgasg also sgnd copigs to bibgyan gmbassigs or intgrgst sgetions in your own eountry.



