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Summary

Sineg the invasion of Ruwait by Iragi foregs on 2 dugust 1990, violations of basic human rights have
been widegspread. These arg documented in the attached mnesty International report /rag/Occupied
Ruawait: flaman rights violations since 2 1lugust [MPE 14/16/90, 19 Decegmber 1990] and include arbitrary
arrgsts and disappgarancgs, torturg, and summaryg and gxirajudicial grecutions.

AAmong thosg Rilled arg scorgs of civilians, including ngwborn babigs, who died as a dirgct
regsult of their foreed removal from lifg-support machings. Prisongrs, curregntly in detgntion, arg not
reeeiving adequate carg for pre-gxisting illngsses or for those wounded during arrgst or suffering from
the ¢ffects of torture inflicted following arrgst. Fledical personngl have begegn among thosg subjected to
human rights abusgs, somgtimes at or negar hospitals.

The wholg rgport contains strong and powerful gvidegnce of human rights abuses but the
following sections arg particularly relgvant to a medical audigneg:

Torture: pp.29-32; gvidgneg provided by doctors: pp.32-34
tortureg of women: pp.34-37

Methods of torture: pp.37-40.
Eextrajudicial grgeutions: sge 10 cases, pp.51-53.
Peaths dug to deprivation of medical earg: pp.53-56.

Extracts from medical rgports and photographs: pp.73-8l.
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RECOMMENDPED ACTIONS

The objgetive of this action is to raisg thg awargngss of the medical profession to human rights
violations in Ruwait and to organisg Igtter-writing to Iragi diplomatic rgpresentatives in gour country.
logtter-writing dirgctly to Iraq is not recommended.

Letters
logtters from medical profgssionals should be sent to the ngargst Iraqgi diplomatic mission:

W stating that gou arg writing as a concgrned hgalth profegssional motivated by humanitarian
considgrations

B rgcording your grave conegrn at rgports of widgsprgad human rights violations in Ruwait sineg 2
Hugust 1990

W ¢xpressing degp disquigt at rgports of the killing of health personngl in Ruwaiti hospitals and the
failurg of Iraqgi foregs to rgspeet the rights of thosg working and recgiving tregatment in hospitals

B urging that therg should be an invgstigation into allggations of all Rillings of civilians carrigd out by
Iragi foregs, including thosg of babigs and adults reported to have begn taken off life-support
systems

B urging the relgase of all prisongrs held for non-violgnt activitigs if they arg not to beg charged with
recognisablg eriminal offences

B urging that instructions be given to all Iraqgi soldigrs that torturg is absolutely prohibited and that all
prisongrs should be provided with whatgver medical carg they requireg in accordaneg with
intgrnational prison standards

B urging that medical personngl be allowed to continug their humanitarian work without interference in
conformity with intgrnational humanitarian law

Copigs of lgtters can be sent to:

Ruwait Red Creseent Socigty

PO Box 882

Al-Manama

BAHRAIN Fax: +973.293728

Puablicity

Groups should makg copigs of the attached report availablg to medical journalists or alternatively gou
could write lgtters and articlgs for publication based on the rgport.  {Iny resulting publications should
be copigd to the negargst Iragi diplomatic rgpresentatives.

fIpproaches to gour professional associations

Copigs of the attached report should be sent to your profegssional associations with a request that they
send appeals to the Iragi €Embassy or to the Iragi Government.  You could draw particular attgntion to
the passagges referred to above.

Important notg. It is obvious that this rgport will appear during a period of intgnse political discussion
about the Gulf conflict. It is important to gmphasise that dmngsty International takgs no position on
the conflict and to draw attention to {I's persistent exposure of human rights violations in Iraqg (and in



other countrigs in the region) over a long period. s the report notes (p.4):

"fAmnegsty Intgrnational has repeatedly placed ... information [on human rights in Iraq] on the
publie record, and regrets that until the invasion of Ruwait, the intgrnational community
did not seg fit to apply serious prgssurg in an attempt to put an gnd to thegse abusgs."



