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MEPICTHL CONCERN

Arrests of prisongrs of conscigneg

IR

HAmngsty Integrnational is coneegrned for the well-bging of morg than 20 peoplg arrgsted in Iran in Jung
after signing an open lgtter to President Hojatolgslam Ali Ikbar Hashemi-Rafsanjani. The letter,
signed by some 90 peoplg, criticized the government's geconomice and forgign policigs and its failurg to
guaranteg the rights and freedoms set down in the Iranian Constitation.  The detaineges include former
govgrnment ministers and other promingnt associatgs of the first Primge Minister of the Islamic Republic
of Iran, M¢hdi Bazargan. PFghdi Bazargan was also Pregsidegnt of the opposition {Issociation for the
Pefenee of Fregdom and Sovergignty of the Iranian Nation (ADPSIN) - now dissolved - and some of
thosg arrgsted recently werg ADTSIN members or members of the Fregdom Movement of Iran of which
Mghdi Bazargan is also Segergtary Gengral.  Sgveral have been imprisoned on previous oceasions and
somg of the prisongrs arg ¢lderly and/or rgported to be in ill-hegalth. {Imngsty Intgrnational is
conecgrngd that they may be subjected to ill-tregatment.

The first arrgsts took place in mid-Jung 1990 and two days later an order for the dissolution of
WPPSIN was issued. Iranian officials and the press have welcomed the arrgsts, claiming that those
arrgsted had begn in regular contact with "forgign circlgs" and dgscribing them as gngmigs of the Islamic
Republic of Iran.  On 6 Hugust 1990 Iranian telgvision broadeast the confgssion of ong of the prisoners,
Farhad Behbghani, which contained allggations about IPTSIN's links with forgign powers. {Imnesty
Intgrnational beligves that this confession may have beggn madg as a rgsalt of torturg or cogreion. It
lgast somg of thosg arrgsted arg regported to have begn beaten or ill-treated at the time and {Imnesty
Intgrnational fears that ill-trgatment mag now bg used against other prisongrs to compgl them to make
similar statements degsigned to discredit ADTSIN.

The arrests arg appargntly intgnded to silgneg the only remaining political opposition operating
openly within Iran. {APFSIN had applied for registration under the Political Partigs et of 1981, but had
recgived no regply. It operated with ungasy tolgrancge from the authoritigs until the announcement of its
dissolation after arrgsts began to take place.

1t Igast gight of the prisonegrs arg said to be in ill-hgalth or to requirg medical attention. Some
of the prisongrs are beligved to be held in Tehran's €vin Prison whilg others arg beligved to be in the
custody of the Ministry of Intelliggnce in Toopkhangh Square in cgntral Tehran.

» dli drdalan, aged 73, was Head of APPSIN's €xecutive Committeg. g was appointed
Finanee Minister in 1979 under the government of Mehdi Bazargan. li drdalan was previously
imprisongd between 1981 and 1985 and again in 1988 when he was arrgsted in conngction with an opgn
lgtter sgnt by Meghdi Bazargan to dgatollah Khomeini calling for an ¢gnd to the war with Irag. On this
occasion heg was arrgsted at his home in Tghran on 19 Jung 1990 and was allggedly beaten at the time of
his arrgst. tlg suffers from ischagmic heart disgasg for which hg has been recgiving medical attgntion



for over 20 years. Reegnt rgports indicate that he appgears to beg in a poor condition and that the prison
authoritigs had refused to acegpt medication brought to theg prison for him. ®uring his period of
imprisonment in 1988 his medical problgms required his transfer to hospital.

» Hossein Bani {Issadi, aged around 49, was Deputy Prime Minister in Mehdi Bazargan's
government. g was subsegquently appointed head of the Organization of Industrial Management, a
position from which heg was purged in the ¢arly 1980s. No details of his currgnt statg of health arg
availablg, but he is beligved to have suffered Ridney problgms reqairing surgery in 1989.

» Hossgin Shah-Hossgini. fe is reported to have suffered paralysis at the timeg of a previous
term of imprisonment in 1988 when he was arrgsted in conngetion with thg open Igtter to {dgatollah
Rhomgini. When segen in prison at the beginning of October 1990, he was in a wheglchair, something he
had previously not required.

» dbolfazl Mirshams Shahshahani, aged 58, was a judge for many gears and, following the 1979
revolution, was appointed the first Prosgcutor General of Teghran. tg was a central council mgmber of
APTSIN.  {Ibolfazl Mirshams Shahshahani is rgported to be suffering from tubgreular ostgomyglitis.

» Hormoz Momaigzi, age not known, had formerly worked for Tehran municipality and was
retired at the time of his arregst. g is reported to have problgms with his lower limbs, but no further
details arg availablg.

» Pr Noor-li Tabandeh is a lawyer in his seventigs. No details of his health are availablg, but
rgports indicate that his condition has deteriorated seriously during his detention.  ®r Tabandgh's wife
digd of a heart attack after visiting him in prison; her distrgss at the statg in which she found him is
allgged to haveg contributed to her death.

» Hashgm dabbaghian, an gnginger who sgrved as Interior Minister in Me¢hdi Bazargan's
govegrnment, is among thosg allgged to have been tortured. s a result, he is reported to have suffered
a slipped disc and damagg to his spinal column, and to be in urgent need of transfer to a hospital.

» §r Habibollah Pavaran is a pharmacologist in his sgventigs. He suffers from an
gyg-complaint and is in poor health.

Hmngsty International has callgd for the immediate and unconditional relgase of all those
held in this caseg and has sought assurances that they are being humangly treated. The organization
has urged that they be granted immediate aceegss to lawygers of their own choosing, relatives and
doctors wherg negegssary.

In Hugust, dmnesty International wrote to fygatollah Yazdi, the tigad of the Judiciary, detailing
its conegrns about thosg detained in conngetion with this casg and requested that, if these prisoners arg
to be tried, dmnesty International be permitted to send a lawyer as observer to their trial.  Therg has
begegn no rgsponsg to this request.

[For further details on these cases see /ran: recent arrests - prisoners of conscience. 1l Indegx: MPE
13/13/90, 2 dugust 1990]
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MEPICTHL LETTER WRITING 1ICTION

ARRESTS OF PRISONERS OF CONSCIENCE IN IRTIN

Rey words

Theme: ill-health/ill-treatment/POC
Summary

Wmngesty International is appgaling to the Iranian authoritigs for the immediatg and unconditional
relgase of sgvgral people arrgsted in Jung 1990 for having signed an opgn lgtter to President Rafsanjani
critical of government policigs. { number of those detaingd arg ¢lderly or in ill-health and there are
fears that they may bg subjected to ill-trgatment in ordgr to foreg them to make ineriminating statements.

Thosg arregsted for their involvgment with this open Igtter arg regarded by €I as prisoners of
conscigneg.

Recommended Hetions

Courteous lgtters arg requested from medical profgssionals to ong or more of the addresses below:

B gxpressing concern at the arrgst of morg than 20 peoplg in Jung 1990 in conngction with an open Igtter
sgnt to Presidegnt Rafsanjani

B gxpressing concern at rgports that some of those detaingd werg beaten or ill-treated at the time of
their arrgst and segking assurances that they are being humangly treated whilg held in
detention

B noting that somge of the detaingegs arg said to be in ill-health, sggk details of their
curregnt statg and of the medical attention availablg to them in prison

B urging that those detaingd be relgased

Addresses

Hojatolgslam {1li dkbar flashemi-Rafsanjani [President]
President of the Islamic Republie of Iran

Nahaad-¢ Rigasat-¢ Jomhouri [Officg of the President]

Palegsting Avenuge

TEHRYMN, Islamiec Republie of Iran



Addresses (continued)

Hojatolgslam {Ibdollah Noori [Minister of the Interior]
Minister of the Interior

Ministry of the Interior

Pr Fatemi dvenug

TEHRMN

Islamic Republic of Iran

Copigs of appeals to:

Pr Iraj Fazel [Minister of Hgalth]
Minister for tlgalth and Medical €ducation

Ministryg of tealth

Jomhouri dvenug, Youssufabad Junction

TEHRMN

Islamic Republic of Iran

and to diplomatic rgpresentatives of Iran in gour country.



