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Summary

Ali Ardalan, aged 75, is one of 20 people arrested in June 1990 for signing an open letter to
President Rafsanjani critical of government policies. Ali Ardalan is one of nine who remain
imprisoned and is in very poor health, suffering from heart disease, kidney failure and general
weakness. He is serving a three year sentence and was sentenced also to 20 lashes. He and
the other eight are prisoners of conscience.

Recommended Actions

Letters from medical professionals, preferably written in English or French, otherwise your own
language, should be sent to the addresses below:

B expressing deep concern about the state of health of Ali Ardalan who is in his mid-70s

W urging that in view of the fact that he is a prisoner of conscience he be released immediately
and unconditionally

W asking that as a matter of urgency, he be provided with whatever medical treatment he

requires
Addresses
H.E. Hojatoleslam Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani Hojatoleslam Abdollah Noori
President of the Islamic Republic of Iran Mnister of Interior
Office of the President Ministry of the Interior
Palestine Avenue Dr Fatemi Avenue
Tehran Tehran

Islamic Republic of Iran Islamic Republic of Iran



Copies

Dr Reza Malekzadeh

Minister of Health and Medical Education
Ministry of Health

Jomhouri Avenue

Youssufabad Junction

Tehran

Ismalic Republic of Iran
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MEPICTL CONCERN

Further information on {lli fdrdalan, prisongr of conscignee
IRTK
Seeg MPE 13/24/90 (1 November 1990) and
M®E 13/04/91 (25 January 1991)

dli drdalan was ong of morg than 20 pegoplg arrgsted in Jung 1990 in Iran for signing an open letter to
the head of state, Presidgnt Rafsanjani, criticising Iranian government policigs. Manyg were
subsgquently relgased but (i drdalan and gight others were brought to trial reecently.  {li ¥rdalan
has bgen sgntegnced to threeg gears' imprisonment (dating from the time of sgntgncing rather than arrest)
and 20 lashgs, though it is not known if the latter punishment has been carried out. Hg is aged 75 and
in sgrious ill-hgalth.

dli drdalan is currently beligved to be held in the Joint Committee bailding in the custody of the
Ministry of Intelligenceg in Tupkhangh Squarg, egntral Teghran, in isolation and in poor eonditions. Hg is
known to havg beggn reegiving treatment for ischagmic heart disgasg for morg than 20 years. g is now
rgported to be suffering from fainting spells, continuing heart disgasg and hypotegnsion and it has bgen
recommended that hg andergo surgery for installation of a pacgmaker. Tg is also reported to be
suffering from failurg of ong of his Ridneys.

Background

Sgveral of thosg arrgsted with {11i drdalan werg megmbers of APFTSIN, the Wssociation for the Pefence of
Freedom and Sovergignty of the Iranian Nation. It was lgd by Medhi Bazargan, the first Prime Minister
of the Islamic Republic of Iran. APTSIN had applied for registration under the Political Partigs et, but
had reegived no rgply.  The first arrgsts took placg in mid-Jung 1990 and two dagys later an order for the
dissolution of APTSIN was issued.

dli drdalan had begn head of APFSIN's €xrecutive Committee. e is a former government minister,
having bgen appointed Financg Minister in 1979 under M¢hdi Bazargan's government. 1lg has been
imprisongd on two previous occasions, on the first occasion betwegen 1981 and 1985 and again in 1988
when hg was arrgsted in conngction with an opgn Igtter sent by Mehdi Bazargan to dgatollah Rhomgini
calling for an gnd to the war with Iraq.

There is now considgrablg conegrn for (li drdalan given his age and the stateg of his health.



€arligr in his detgntion he is said to have beegn without medication, the authoritigs having refused to
accegpt medication brought to the prison for him. {Imngsty International is sgeking urgent assurances
from the Iranian authoritigs that he will recgive all the treatment indicated without delag.

He and the others regcently sgntgneed arg all adopted as prisongrs of conscigneg by mnesty
Intgrnational and the organization continugs to segek their release.



