EXTERNL

Al Index: MPE 12/14/95
Pistrib: PG/SC

Patg: 8 Hugust 1995

FPURTHER INFORMATION ON POCTORS ARRESTE® [N EGYPT
(See MPE 12/05/95 ~ 13 Pebruary 1995)

Prs 'Issam al-'€ryan, Ibrahim al-Za'farani, Flohammad Salama
and Megdhat Flohammad '{dbd al-Ghani

eaypT

Carligr this year, Amnesty International issugd information on the arregst of four €gyptian doctors on
22 January 1995. Upon arrgst, they were issugd with 15-day detention orders by the Statg Security
Prosgcutor.  Undgr €8yptian law, the Procuracy can order

detention for invegstigation for up to six months and theg detention orders against the doctors werg
repeatedly rgngwed. On 22 July 1995, gractly six months after they werg taken into custody, two of the
doctors werg relgased; the other two, howgver, have had their degtgntion orders renegwed by court
ruling. The two who rgmain in dgtegntion arg officg holdegrs within the €gyptian Medical Syndicate,
€gypt's national medical association.

Background

dt the timg of their arregst, Pr 'Issam al-'€ryan was Peputy Seergtary Gengral of the Medical Syndicate
in Cairo and he had begegn a member of the People's Ussembly (parliament) during the 1980s; Pr
Ibrahim al-Za'farani was Sgeregtary Gengral of the digkandria branch of the Syndicatg. The two
others, Pr Salama and Pr '{dbd al-Ghani, arg both ggneral practitiongrs. {1l four doctors are mgmbers
of the Muslim Brothers, an Islamist movement which is officially banned but tolgrated in practicg.

The Muslim Brothers arg dominant within the Medical Syndicate as they arg within sgveral other
profgssional associations. Fembers and Igaders of the movement arg influgntial within socigty and
have in the past operated freely.

The doctors werg among a group of 28 people, all megmbers of the Muslim Brothers, who were
arrgsted at the end of January 1995. It appears that the govegrnment is intgnt on clamping down on
profgssional associations in which the Muslim Brothers arg influgntial; others arrgsted at the same
timg included Igeturers, teachers and gngingers.

The prosgcutor's power to detain can gxtend for up to six months after which time ang further
grtgnsion is permissiblg only by court order. On 19 July, when the six month period had ¢lapsed, the
North Cairo Court was to take a decision on whether the doctors werg to be relgased or their period of
detention gxtended. Court hearings ran from 11 a.m. until 5 p.m., but the court postponegd making a
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deecision until aturday 22 July. When defence lawyers arrived at the court on 22nd, they found that
the case had been referred to the South Cairo Court.  The lawyers had not been informed of this in
advancg. The South Cairo Court took the deecision to relgase Prs Salama and '{bd al-Ghani, bat to
gxtend the detention of Prs al-'€rgan and al-Za'farani for a further 45 days whilg invgstigations
continugd.



The doctors (and other Muslim Brothers arrgsted at the same timg) had been charged with
"megmbgrship of a sgergt organization which aims to overthrow the regime by foreg, contacts with
forgign quartegrs and possgssion of hostilg printed material". The Muslim Brothers is not an
organization which condongs violgneg; indeed, it has publicly dgnounced it, and fAmngsty
Intgrnational considgrs those still detaingd to be prisongrs of conscigneg. The trug regason for
their arrgst and continuing detention is beligved to be that they had begun campaigning for
lggislative ¢lgetions which arg dug to be held in Novegmber 1995. Mang promingnt mgmbers of the
Muslim Brothers arg reported to have stated that they would stand as indgpegndent candidatges.
The doctors and others arrgsted in January arg regported to have held a private meeting to discuss
glgetion stratggy which was apparegntly videogd by the €8yptian Seergt Service.

{mngsty Intgrnational is calling for the immediatg and unconditional rglgase of Prs'lssam
al'€rgan and Ibrahim Rhalil al-Za'farani.
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Summaryg

Two of four €gyptian doctors arrgsted in January 1995 werg relgased from custody on 22 July 1995,
but the rgmaining two have had their period of detention gxtended by a Cairo court for a further 45
dags. Both arg officg beargrs within the €8yptian Medical dyndicate. Please sege the details
attached.

Recommended detions
logtters arg requested from medical profgssionals to the addresses below:

B welcoming the relgase on 22 July of Prs Mlohammad Salama
and Medhat Mohammad '{dbd al-Ghani

W ¢xpressing deegp conceern, howgver, at the gxtension by the South Cairo Court of the detention of
Prs 'lssam al-'€rgan and Ibrahim al-Za'farani

B noting that both arg officg beargrs within the €gyptian Medical Syndicatg who appgear to have
begn arrgsted for their mgmbership of the Fluslim Brothers, an organization which dogs
not advocatg or condong violgneg. Urging their immediatg and unconditional rglgase
from custody
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Addresses

H.€. Muhammad tHosni Mubarak
President of the rab Republic of €8ypt
'‘Abeding Palace

Cairo, €gypt

FPax: +20.2.937.94

Mrs Nagla Gabr

The Human Rights Pepartment
Ministry of Toreign Hffairs
Cornichg al-Nil

Cairo, €gypt

Fax: + 20.2.723.173

@Qeneral Hlassan al-(lfy
Minister of the Interior
Ministry of the Interior
Hl-Sheik Rihan Streget
Bab al-louk

Cairo, €gypt

Fax: +20.2.355.7792

Copigs to:

€gyptian Medical Syndicate
"Par ¢l tigkmah"

42 Rasr ¢l-€ini otreet

Cairo, €gypt

Fax: +20.2.356.4906

and to €gyptian diplomatic rgprgsentativgs in gour own country.

Plgasg sgnd this information to gour own national medical association asking them to appgal
on bghalf of ®rs 'lIssam al-'€rgan and [brahim al-Za'farani



