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RECOMMENDED ACTIONS FOR STATES AND  

INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

 

STATES SHOULD ADOPT AND IMPLEMENT THE FOLLOWING THREE-POINT 

PROGRAM: 

 

I. RATIFY TREATIES 

 

· All states should ratify treaties providing for universal jurisdiction over crimes 

under international law, if they have not yet done so, including: 

 

  the four Geneva Conventions of 1949, and 

 

  Protocol I to the Geneva Conventions, and  

 

  the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 

Treatment or Punishment.   

 

· Members of the Organization of American States, if they have not already 

done so,  should ratify regional treaties providing for universal jurisdiction 

over crimes under international law, including:  

 

 the Inter-American Convention to Prevent and Punish Torture and  

 

 the Inter-American Convention on Forced Disappearance of Persons.  

 

· All states, if they have not already done so, should also ratify other treaties 

designed to combat impunity, such as 

 

 Protocol II to the Geneva Conventions, and  

 

 the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, and  
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 the Convention on the Non-Applicability of Statutory Limitations for War 

Crimes and Crimes against Humanity, and  

 

 the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of 

Genocide  

 

II. AMEND OR ENACT LEGISLATION 

 

· All states should review, in cooperation with civil society (including lawyers 

groups, law faculties and non-governmental organisations), their legislation 

and practice to determine the extent to which legislation is inadequate, is 

absent or has not been implemented. 

 

· All states should draft, in consultation with civil society, and enact any 

necessary legislation, consistent with Amnesty International’s 14 Principles on 

the Effective Exercise of Universal  Jurisdiction (AI Index: IOR 53/01/99) 

(summarised in the introduction to this document). Such legislation should be 

linked to cooperation with the International Criminal Court and the Yugoslavia 

and Rwanda Tribunals. 

 

III. IMPLEMENT THE LEGISLATION 

 

· All states should draft, in consultation with civil society, effective training 

programs on universal jurisdiction for judges, prosecutors, other law 

enforcement officials and defence lawyers. 

 

· All states should implement the legislation, regulations and training 

programs. 

 

· All states should establish, in consultation with civil society, national systems 

for providing redress to victims of the crimes, including restitution, 

compensation, rehabilitation, satisfaction and non-repetition. In particular, 

states should consult with national and international organizations which 

specialise in redress for victims. 

 

· All states should work together to improve existing treaties to facilitate 

cooperation in extradition and mutual legal assistance in cases involving 

crimes under international law. 

 

THE UNITED NATIONS SHOULD DO THE FOLLOWING: 

 

THE SECURITY COUNCIL  

 

·should urge Member States to adopt national legislation providing that 

genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes and torture are crimes under 

national law.   
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·should also urge them to initiate investigations and prosecutions of persons 

under their authority or on their territory for such crimes on the basis of the 

principle of universal jurisdiction and report their actions to the Security 

Council. 

 

THE COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS  

 

·should urge states to implement the Van Boven/Bassiouni Principles and the 

Joinet Principles. In particular, states should be urged to establish national 

systems for providing redress to victims of crimes under international law. 

 

· should urge thematic mechanisms, including any mechanism established 

concerning impunity, and country mechanisms to monitor and report on the 

effectiveness of anti-impunity programs of states 

 

THE COMMITTEE AGAINST TORTURE 

 

· should ensure that it regularly monitors the extent to which states parties to 

the Convention against Torture provide for universal jurisdiction and effective 

extradition and mutual legal assistance arrangements  

 

· should address the question of universal jurisdiction in every examination of 

a state report and recommend to states in every case where they have no 

legislation or ineffective legislation to comply with their obligations under 

Article 5 and when they fail to enforce such legislation to comply with their 

obligations under Articles 5, 6 and 7. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY ON UNIVERSAL JURISDICTION 

 

Apart from a few publications on specific crimes under international law, the 

bibliography is limited to material primarily dealing with universal or other forms of 

extraterritorial jurisdiction.  It is not intended to be comprehensive and is largely limited 

to publications in English and French.  A more comprehensive and regularly updated 

bibliography is to be included in the database being established by the T.M.C. Asser 

Instituut.  This database would be accessible to anyone through the Internet. For further 

information on this database, see T.M.C. Asser Instituut website: http://www.asser.nl.  

 
I. Bibliographies on universal jurisdiction 

 

Butler, A. Hays, The Doctrine of Universal Jurisdiction: A Review of the Literature, 11 Crim. L. Forum 

353-373 (2001); Bibliographie en Henzelin, Marc, Le Principe de l’Universalité en Droit Pénal 

International: Droit et obligation pour les Etats de poursuivre et juger selon le principe de l’universalité 

(Bâle/Genève/Munich: Helbing & Lichtenhahn and Bruxelles: Bruylant 2000);  Bibliography in Harvard 

Research in International Law, Jurisdiction with Respect to Crime, 29 Am. J. Int’l L. 435, 447-465 (Supp. 

1935) Lowe, A.V., Extraterritorial Jurisdiction: An Annotated Collection of Legal Materials 

(Cambridge: Griffin 1983); Bibliography in Reydams, Luc, Universal Jurisdiction in International 

Law (Oxford: Oxford University Press) (forthcoming); Bibliography, in Woodhouse, Diana, ed., The 

Pinochet Case: A Legal and Constitutional Analysis 129-134 (Oxford: Hart 2000). 
 

II. Books and articles on universal jurisdiction in general 

 

Aceves, William J., Liberalism and International Legal Scholarship: The Pinochet Case and the Move 

Towards a System of Transnational Law Litigation, 41 Harv. Int’l L. J. 129 (2000);Ackers, Doede, 

Background Paper, National Adjudication of International Crimes: A Seminar on Universal Jurisdiction 

over Serious Violations of Human Rights and Humanitarian Law (Noordwijkerhout, The Netherlands 9-11 

May 1997); Akehurst, Michael, Jurisdiction in International Law, 46  Brit. Y.B. Int’l L. 145 (1972-1973); 

Ambos, Kai, Der Fall Pinochet(s) (Baden-Baden, Germany: Nomos Verlagsgesellschaft 1999); ____, 

Impunidad y Derecho Penal Internacional (Buenos Aires: AD-HOC S.R.L. 2
nd

 ed. 1999); ____, Impunity 

and International Criminal Law, 18 Hum. Rts L. J. 1 (1997). 

 

Bassiouni, M. Cherif & Edward M. Wise, Aut Dedere Aut Judicare - The Duty to Extradite or Prosecute in 

International Law (Martinus Nijhoff Publishers 1995); Blakesley, M. Cherif Bassiouni, Theories of 

Jurisdiction and their Application in Extradition Law and Practice, 5 Cal. W. Int’l L. J. 1 -61 (1974); 

Christopher L., A Conceptual Framework for Extradition and Jurisdiction over Extraterritorial Crimes, 

1984 Utah L. Rev. 685-761; _____, Extraterritorial Jurisdiction, in M. Cherif Bassiouni, ed., 2 

International Criminal Law: Procedures and Enforcement Mechanisms 33-188 (Ardsley, New York: 

Transnational Publishers, Inc. 1999); Beckett, W.E., The Exercise of Criminal Jurisdiction over 

Foreigners, 1925 Brit. Y.B. Int’l L. 44-60; Bowett, D. W., Jurisdiction: Changing Patterns of Authority 

over Activities and Resources 1-26 (1982); Brierly, J.L., Report on Jurisdiction over Extraterritorial 

Crime, League of Nations Document, 1926, 20 Am. J. Int’l L. 252-258 (Spec. Supp. 1926); Boss, The 

Extraterritorial Jurisdiction of States, Revised Draft Report 65 AIDI 170 (1993); Brand, G., The War 

Crimes Trials and the Laws of War, 26 Brit. Y.B. Int’l L. 414-427 (1949); Broomhall, Bruce, Towards the 

Development of an Effective System of Universal Jurisdiction for Crimes under International Law, 35 New 

Eng. L. Rev. 399-420 (2001); Brown, Bartram S., The Evolving Concept of Universal Jurisdiction, 35 New 

Eng. L. Rev. 383-397 (2001); Burke-White, William, The Application of Universal Jurisdiction for Serious 

and Systematic Crimes against Human Life (unpublished thesis, Jesus College, Cambridge, 15 July 1999).  

 

Cameron, I., The Protective Principle of International Criminal Jurisdiction (Aldershot: Dartmouth 1994); 

 Clark, Roger S., Offences of International Concern: Multilateral Treaty Practice in the Forty Years Since 

Nuremberg, 57 Nordic J. Int’l L. 49 (1988); Cook, W.W., The Application of the Criminal Law of a 

Country to Acts Committed by Foreigners outside the Jurisdiction, 40 West Vir. L. Q. 303 (1934). 
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Donnedieu de Vabres, Henri, Distribution des compétences en droit pénal international, 19 Revue de Droit 

 International Privé 48-72 (1924); ______, L’affaire du Lotus et le droit pénal international, 2 Revue de 

Droit International 135 (1928); _____, Pour quels délits convient-il d’admettre la compétence 

universelle?, 9 Revue Internatiionale de Droit Pénal315-355 (1932); _____, Note sur l’affaire Lotus, 29 

Revue de Droit International Privé 377-395 (1928). 

 

European Committee on Crime Problems, Extraterritorial Criminal Jurisdiction (Strasbourg: Council of 

Europe 1990). 

 

Feller, Shneur-Zalman, Comment on “Criminal Jurisdiction over Aircraft Hijacking”, 7 Israel L. Rev. 

206-213 (1972); ______,  Jurisdiction over Offences with a Foreign Element, M. Cherif Bassiouni & Ved 

Nanda, 2 A Treatise on International Criminal Law 3 (1973); Fitzgerald, P., The Territorial Principle in 

Penal Law: An Attempted Justification, 1 G. J. Int’l & Comp. L. 29 (1970).  

 

Gilbert, G., Transnational Fugitive Offenders in International Law (Dordrecht: Martinus Nijhoff 1998); 

Graefrath, Bernhard, Universal Criminal Jurisdiction and an International Criminal Court, 1 Eur. J. Int’l 

L. 67-88 (1990); Green, L.C., International Crimes and the Legal Process, 29 Int’l & Comp. L.Q. 567 

(1980); Guillaume, G., La compétence universelle, formes anciennes et nouvelles, in Mélanages Levasseur 

(Paris: Litec 1992). 

 

Hall, Lynden, Territorial Jurisdiction and the Criminal Law and the Criminal Law, 1972 Crim. L. Rev. 

276; Harvard Research in International Law, Jurisdiction with Respect to Crime, 29 Am. J. Int’l L. 435 

(Supp. 1935); Henzelin, Marc, Le Principe de l’Universalité en Droit Pénal International: Droit et 

obligation pour les Etats de poursuivre et juger selon le principe de l’universalité (Bâle/Genève/Munich: 

Helbing & Lichtenhahn and Bruxelles: Bruylant 2000); Higgins, Rosalyn, Problems and Processes: 

International Law and How We Use it (Oxford: Oxford University Press 1992); Hirst, M., The 

Criminal Law Abroad, 1982 Crim. L. Rev. 496; _____, Jurisdiction over Cross-Frontier Offences, 97 

L.Q. Rev. 80; Human Rights Watch, The Pinochet Precedent: How Victims Can Pursue Human 

Rights Criminals Abroad, March 2000, obtainable from <http://www.hrw.org>.  

 

International Council on Human Rights Policy, Hard cases: Bringing human rights violators to justice 

abroad - A guide to universal jurisdiction (Versoix, Switzerland: International Council on Human 

Rights Policy 1999);  ______, Thinking Ahead on Universal Jurisdiction: Report of a Meeting 

Hosted by the International Council on Human Rights Policy (Geneva, 6-8 May 1999).  

 

Kamminga, Menno T., Final Report on the Exercise of Universal Jurisdiction in Respect of Gross 

Human Rights Offences, Committee on International Human Rights Law and Practice, International 

Law Association, London Conference 2000; Kamminga, Menno T., The Exercise of Universal 

Jurisdiction in Respect of Gross Human Rights Offences, in International Law Association, Report of 

the Sixty-Eighth Conference held at Taipei, Taiwan, Republic of China, 24-30 May 1998, 563-583 

(London: International Law Association 1998); King, Jr., Henry T., Universal Jurisdiction: Myths, 

Realities, Prospects, War Crimes and Crimes against Humanity: The Nuremberg Precedent, 35 New 

Eng. L. Rev. 281-286 (2001); Kissinger, Henry A., The Pitfalls of Universal Jurisdiction 86-96 

(July/August 2001); Kobrick, E., The Ex Post Facto Prohibition and the Exercise of Universal 

Jurisdiction Over International Crimes, 87 Conn. L. Rev. 1515 (1987). 

La Haye, Eve, The Jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court: Controversies over the 

Preconditions for Exercising its Jurisdiction, 46 Neth. Int’l L. Rev. 1-25 (1999); La Pradelle, Gérard, 

La compétence universelle, in H. Ascenio, E. Descaux & A. Pellet, Droit international pénal 909 

(Paris: Editions Pedone 2000); Lattimer, Mark & Philippe Sands, Justice for Crimes Against 

Humanity: International law after Pinochet (Oxford: Oxford University Press 2001) (forthcoming). 

 

Maier, H.G., Extraterritorial Jurisdiction  at a Crossroads: An Intersection between Public and 

Private International Law, 76 Am. J. Int’l L. 280-320 (1982); _____,Jurisdictional Rules in 

Customary International Law, in K. Meessen, ed., Extraterritorial Jurisdiction in Theory and Practice 

64-102 (The Hague: Kluwer 1996); ______, Interest Balancing and Extraterritorial Jurisdiction, 30 

Am. J. Comp. L. 579 (1982); ______, Meesen, K., International Law Limitations on State 
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Jurisdiction, in Olstead, C., ed., Extraterritorial Application of Laws and Responses Thereto (Oxford: 

Oxford University Press 1984); Maison, Raphaelle, Les premiers cas d’application des dispositions 

pénales des Conventions de Genève par les jurisdictions internes, 6 Eur. J. Int’l L. 260 (1995); Mann, 

F.A., The Doctrine of Jurisdiction in International Law, 111 Recueil des Cours 1 (1964 - Part I); 

______, The Doctrine of International Jurisdiction Revisited after Twenty Years, 186 Recueil des 

Cours 9 (1984); Mattioli, Géraldine, La repression nationale des violations graves du droit 

humanitaire selon le principe de compétence universelle: Fondements, difficultés et perspectives, 

Mémoire pour l’obtention du diplôme, Univeristé de Droit, d’Economie et des Sciences, 

Aix-Marseilles III, Aix-en-Provence, France (2000); Morris, Madeline H., Universal Jurisdiction in a 

Divided World: Conference Remarks, 35 New Eng. L. Rev. 337-361 (2001). 

 

Olmstead, C., ed., Extraterritorial Application of Laws and Responses Thereto (Oxford: Oxford 

University Press 1984); Osofsky, H., Domesticating International Criminal Law: Bringing Human 

Rights Violators to Justice, 107 Yale J. Int’l L. 191-226 (1997). 

 

Princeton Project on Universal Jurisdiction, The Princeton Principles on Universal Jurisdiction 

(Princeton, New Jersey: Program in Law and Public Affairs 2001). 

 

Randall, Kenneth C., Federal Courts and the International Human Rights Paradigm (Durham and 

London: Duke University Press 1990); ______, Universal Jurisdiction under International Law, 66 

Tex. L. Rev. 785-841 (1988); Redress, Universal Jurisdiction in Europe: Criminal prosecutions in 

Europe since 1990 for war crimes, crimes against humanity, torture and genocide, 30 June 1999; 

Relva, Hugo, La Jurisdicción Estatal y los Crímenes de Derecho Internacional, Revista del Instituto 

de Relaciones Internacionales (forthcoming, May 2000); Reydams, Luc, Universal Jurisdiction over 

Atrocities in Rwanda: Theory and Practice, 4 Eur. J. Crime, Crim. L. & Crim. Just. 18 (1996); Röling, 

B.V.A., The Law and National Jurisdiction, 100 Recueil des cours (1960 - Part II); Roth, R., 

Territorialité et extraterritorialité en droit pénal international, 112 Revue Pénal Suisse 1-25 (1994); 
Rubin, Alfred P., Actio Popularis, Jus Cogens and Offences Erga Omnes?, 35 New Eng. L. Rev. 265-280 

(2001). 

 

Sadat, Leila Nadya, Redefining Universal Jurisdiction, 35 New Eng. L. Rev. 241-263 (2001); Scheffer, 

David, Opening Address, Universal Jurisdiction Conference, New England School of Law, December 

2000, 35 New Eng. L. Rev. 233-240 (2001); Scharf, Michael P., Application of Treaty-Based Universal 

Jurisdiction to Nationals of Non-Party States, 35 New Eng. L. Rev. 363-382 (2001); Schultz, H., 

Compétence des juridictions pénales pour les infractions commises à l’étranger,Revue de Science 

Crimminelle et de Droit Pénal Comparé 305-358 (1967) Stern, Brigitte, A propos de la compétence 

universelle, in Emil Yakpo & Tahar Boumeda, eds., Liber Amicorum Mohammed Bedjaoui (The 

Hague/London/Boston: Kluwer Law International 1999); _____, L’extraterritorialité revisitée, 38 

Annuaire Français de Droit International, 239-313 (1992); _____, Quelques observations sur les règles 

internationales relatives à l’application extraterritoriale du droit, 42 Annuaire Français de Droit 

International 7-52 (1986); Strauss, A.L., Beyond National Law: the Neglected Role of the International 

Law of Personal Jurisdiction in Domestic Courts, 36 Harv. Int’l L. J. 373-424 (1995); Symposium: 

Universal Jurisdiction: Myths, Realities, and Prospects, 35 New Eng. L. Rev. 227-469 (2001). 

 

Wedgwood, Ruth, National Courts and the Prosecution of War Crimes, in Gabrielle Kirk McDonald & 

Olivia Swaak-Godman, eds, 1 Substantive and Procedural Aspects of International Criminal Law: The 

Experience of International and National Courts 389-413 (The Hague/London/Boston: Kluwer Law 

International 2000); Wise, Edward M., Extradition: The Hypothesis of a Civitas Maxima and the 

Maxim Aut Dedere Aut Judicare, 62 Revue Internationale de Droit Pénal 109 (1991); Wolfrum, 

Rüdiger, The Decentralized Prosecution of International Offences Through National Courts, 24 Israel 

Y.B. Int’l L. 183-189 (1994). 

 

III. Books and articles on scope of specific crimes 

 



 
 
8UNIVERSAL JURISDICTION: The duty of states to enact and enforce legislation - Chapter Fifteen, Bibliography and Appendix 

  
 

 

 
AI Index: IOR 53/018/2001 Amnesty International September 2001 

The literature on specific crimes is vast.  The following publications are a few readily 

accessible works which discuss the substantive content of the crimes, but not necessarily 

questions of jurisdiction.  Some of them contain extensive bibliographies.  There is some 

unavoidable overlap between this section and the following one. 
 

Aerial hijacking:  Joyner, N.D., Aerial Hijacking as an International Crime (Dobbs Ferry, New York: 

Oceana 1974); McWhinney, E., Aerial Piracy and International Terrorism (Dordrecht: Martinus 

Nijhoff 1987). 

 

Apartheid: Booysen, H., Convention on the Crime of Apartheid, 2 South Afr. Y.B. Int’l L. 56-96 

(1976); Clark, Roger, The Crime of Apartheid, in M. Cherif Bassiouni, 1 International Criminal Law 

299-318 (Dobbs Ferry, New York: Transnational Publishers 1986). 

 

Attacks on aircraft: Cheng, B., Crimes on Board Aircraft,12 Cur. Leg. Prob. 177-207 (1959). 

 

Attacks on internationally protected persons, including diplomats: Bloomfield, L.M. & G.F. 

Fitzgerald, Crimes against Internationally Protected Persons: Prevention and Punishment (New 

York: Praeger 1975). 

 

Crimes against humanity: Bassiouni, M. Cherif, Crimes against Humanity in International Criminal 

Law (The Hague/London/Boston: Kluwer Law International 1999); Dixon, Rodney, Machtheld Boot 

& Christopher K. Hall, Article 7 - Crimes against humanity, in Otto Triffterer, ed., Commentary on 

the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court: Observers’ Notes, Article by Article 117-172 

(Baden-Baden, Germany: Nomos Verlagsgesellschaft 1999). 

 

Genocide: Robinson, Nehemiah, The Genocide Convention: A Commentary (New York: Institute of 

Jewish Affairs, World Jewish Congress 1960); Schabas, William A., Genocide in International Law 

(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press 2000). 

 

Drug trafficking: Rouchereau, F., La Convention des Nations Unies contre le traffic illicite de 

stupéfiants et de substances psychotropes, 34 Annuaire Français de Droit International 601-617 

(1988); Starke, B.C.L., The Convention of 1936 for the Suppression of the Illicit Traffic in Dangerous 

Drugs, 31 Am. J. Int’l L. 31-43 (1937). 
 

Extrajudicial executions and “disappearances”: Amnesty International, “Disappearances” and Political 

Killings: Human Rights Crisis of the 1990s - A Manual for Action, February 1994 (AI Index: ACT 

33/01/94). 

 

Hostage-taking: Lambert, J., Terrorism and Hostages in International Law (Cambridge: Grotius 1990). 

 

Mercenaries: Boumedra, T., International Regulation of the Use of Mercenaries in Armed Conflict, 20 

Revue de Droit Pénal Militaire et de Droit de Guerre 35-87 (1981); Burmeister, H., The Recruitment and 

Use of Mercenaries in Armed Conflict, 72 Am. J. Int’l L. 41 (1978); Kwakwa, E, The Current Status of 

Mercenaries in the Law of Armed Conflicts, 14 Hast. Int’l & Comp. L. Rev. 67-92 (1990); Peter, C.M., 

Mercenaries and International Humanitarian Law, 24 Indian J. Int’l L. 373-392 (1984). 

 

Piracy: Dickinson, Edwin D., Is the Crime of Piracy Obsolete?, 38 Harv. L. Rev. 334 (1924);  Rubin, 

Alfred P., The Law of Piracy (Newport: Naval War College Press 1988); Touret, C., La piraterie au 

vingtième siècle (Paris: LGDJ 1992). 

 

Slavery and slave-trading: Bassiouni, M. Cherif & Ved Nanda, Slavery and Slave Trade: Steps 

Towards its Eradication, 12 Santa Clara L. Rev. 424 (1972). 

 

Torture: Burgers, J. Herman & Hans Danelius, The United Nations Convention against Torture: A 

Handbook on the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 
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Punishment (Dordrecht/Boston/London: Martinus Nijhoff Publishers 1988); Rodley, Nigel, The 

Treatment of Prisoners under International Law (Oxford: Clarendon Press 2
nd

 ed. 1999). 

 

War crimes: David, Eric, Principes de droit des conflicts armés (Bruxelles: Presses Universitaires de 

Bruxelles 1994); Detter, Ingrid, The Law of War (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press 2
nd

 ed. 2000); 

Pictet, Jean S., Commentary on the Geneva Conventions (Geneva: International Committee of the Red 

Cross 1952-1960) (4 vols); Sandoz, Yves, Christophe Swinarski & Bruno Zimmermann, eds, Commentary 

on the Additional Protocols of 1977 to the Geneva Conventions of 1949 (Geneva: International Committee 

of the Red Cross/Martinus Nijhoff 1987). 

 

IV. Books and articles on specific crimes discussing universal or other extraterritorial 

jurisdiction 

 

The following books and articles, although not always exclusively about universal 

jurisdiction, all contain some discussion of such  jurisdiction.  See also the books and 

articles on specific crimes in Section III of this bibliography. 
 

Aerial hijacking: Abramovsky, Abraham, Multilateral Conventions for the Suppression of Unlawful 

Seizure and Interference with Aircraft - Part 1: The Hague Convention, 13 Colum. J. Transnat’l L. 

381-405 (1974); Dinstein, Yoram, Criminal Jurisdiction over Aircraft Hijacking, 7 Israel L. Rev. 195-205 

(1972); Guillaume, G., La Convention de La Haye du 16 décembre 1970 pour la répression de la capture 

illicite d’aéonefs, 16 Annuaire Français de Droit International 35-61 (1970); Mankiewicz, R.H., Capture 

et détournements illicites d’aéronefs, 15 Annuaire Français de Droit International 462-489 (1969); 

Poulantzas, N., The Hague Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Seizure of Aircraft - 16 December 

1970, 18 Neth. Int’l L. Rev. 25-75 (1971); Shubber, Sami, Aircraft Hijacking under the Hague Convention 

1970 - A New Regime?, 22 Int’l & Comp. L. Q. 687-726 (1972-1973). 

 

Attacks on aircraft: Abramovsky, Abraham, Multilateral Conventions for the Suppression of Unlawful 

Seizure and Interference with Aircraft - Part II: The Montreal Convention, 14 Colum. J. Transnat’l L. 

268-300 (1975); Mankiewicz, R.H., La Convention de Montréal (1971) pour la répression d’actes 

illicites dirigés contre la sécurité de l’aviation civile, 17 Annuaire Français de Droit International 

855-875 (1971-1973). 

 

Attacks on internationally protected persons, including diplomats: Wood, Michael, The Convention on 

the Prevention and Punishment of Crimes against Internationally Protected Persons, Including Diplomatic 

Agents, 23 Int’l & Comp. L. Q. 791-817 (1974). 

 

Attacks on ships and navigation at sea: Momtaz, D., La Convention pour la répression d’actes ilicites 

contre la sécurité de la navigation maritime, 34 Annuaire Français de Droit International 589-600 (1988). 

 

Drug trafficking: Puttler, A., Extraterritorial Application of Criminal Law: Jurisdiction to Prosecute Drug 

Traffic Conducted by Aliens Abroad, in  K. Meessen, ed., Extraterritorial Jurisdiction in Theory and 

Practice 64-102 (The Hague: Kluwer 1996); Sorensen, Christina, Drug Trafficking on the High Seas: A 

Move Towards Universal Jurisdiction under International Law, 4 Emory Int’l L. Rev. 207 (1990); Wright, 

Quincy, The Narcotic Convention of 1931, (28 Am. J. Int’l L. 475-551 (1934). 

 

Genocide: Jones, R.H., Jurisdiction and Extradition under the (Genocide) Convention, 16 Harv. Int’l L. J. 

696-704; van der Vyver, J. D., Universal Jurisdiction in International Criminal Law, 24 So. Afr. J. 

Int’l L. 1-32 (1999); War Crimes, Genocide and Crimes against Humanity - Are States Taking 

National Prosecutions Seriously?, in M. Cherif Bassiouni, ed., 3 International Criminal Law 227-238 

(Ardsley, New York: Transnational Publishers, Inc. 2d ed. 1999). 

 

Hostage-taking: Rosenne, Shabtai, The International Convention against the Taking of Hostages 

1979, 10 Israel Y.B. Int’l L. 109 (1980); Rosenstock, Robert, International Convention against the 

Taking of Hostages: Another International Community Step against Terrorism, 9 Den. J. Int’l L. & 
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INTERNATIONAL TREATIES WITH UNIVERSAL JURISDICTION AND 

AUT DEDERE AUT JUDICARE OBLIGATIONS 
 

 
KEY TO TREATIES IN CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER 

 

Dark shaded squares indicate states parties; light shaded squares indicate signatories; 

white squares indicate non-state parties.  Where known, ratification (r), accession (a), 

succession (d) and signature (s) are indicated.  The status of each treaty is as of 1 

September 2001, except for the 1979 Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear 

Materials and the 1988 Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts Against the 

Safety of Maritime Navigation, both of which are as of 1 January 2000.  Information 

concerning several states with respect to the 1961 Single Convention on Narcotics 

Drugs and its 1972 Protocol could not be verified.  In any event, only the lists 

published by the depositaries are definitive. 
 
1. 1929 International Convention for the the 

Suppression of Counterfeiting Currency (1929 

Counterfeiting) (as of 1 April 2001) 

2. 1949 Geneva Conventions (1949 Geneva 

Conventions) (as of 19 April 2001) 

3. 1958 Convention on the High Seas (1958 High 

Seas) 

4. 1961 Single Convention on Narcotics Drugs 

(1961 Narcotics) 

5. 1970 Hague Convention for the Suppression of 

Unlawful Seizure of Aircraft (1970 Hague 

Convention) 

6. 1971 Convention on Psychotropic Substances 

(1971 Psychotropic) 

7. 1971 Montreal Convention for the Suppression 

of Unlawful Acts against the Safety of Civil 

Aviation (1971 Montreal) 

8. 1972 Protocol to the Single Convention on 

Narcotics Drugs (1972 Narcotics) 

9. 1973 Convention on the Suppression and 

Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid (1973 

Apartheid)  

10. 1973 Convention on the Prevention and 

Punishment of Crimes against Internationally 

Protected Persons, Including Diplomatic Agents 

(1973 Diplomats) 

11. 1977 Protocol Additional to the Geneva 

Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to 

the Protection of Victims of International Armed 

Conflicts (1977 Protocol I) 

 
 12. 1979 International Convention against the 

Taking of Hostages (1979 Hostages) 

13. 1979 Convention on the Physical Protection 

of Nuclear Material(1979 Nuclear) 

14. 1982 (1982 Law of Sea) 

15. 1984 Convention against Torture and Other 

Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 

Punishment (1984 Torture) 

16. 1988 Convention for the Suppression of 

Unlawful Acts against Maritime Navigation 

(1988 Maritime) 

17. 1989 Convention against the Recruitment, 

Use, Financing and Training of Mercenaries 

(1989 Mercenaries) 

18. 1994 Convention on the Safety of United 

Nations and Associated Personnel (1994 

Peace-keepers) 

19. 1999 International Convention for the 

Suppression of Terrorist Bombings (1999 

Terrorist bombing) 

20. 2000 International Convention for the 

Suppression of Financing of Terrorist (2000 

Terrorist financing) 

21. 2000 Convention on Transnational Crime 

(2000 Transnational) 
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a 

 
r 

 
 

 
a 

 
 

 
r 

 
 

 
r 
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Lebanon a r s r  r  r  a a a  r a   a    

 
Lesotho 
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a 

 
 

 
a 
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a 

 
r 

 
 

 
s 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
s 

 
s 

 
Liberia 

 
 

 
a 

 
s 

 
r 

 
 

 
s 

 
 

 
s 

 
a 

 
a 

 
a 
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Libyan Arab 

Jamahiriya 

 
 

 
a 

 
 

 
a 

 
 

 
a 

 
 

 
a 

 
a 
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a 

 
a 

 
 

 
s 

 
a 
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Liechtenstein 
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Mali 
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a 
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Malta 
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Pakistan  r s r  a a r a a  a  r    s   s 

 
Palau 

 
 

 
a 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
a 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
a 

 
 

 
 

 
a 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Panama 

 
s 

 
a 

 
s 

 
r 

 
r 

 
a 

 
 

 
r 

 
r 

 
a 

 
r 

 
r 

 
 

 
r 

 
r 

 
 

 
 

 
r 

 
r 

 
 

 
s 

 
Papua New 

Guinea 

 
 

 
d 

 
 

 
d 

 
 

 
a 

 
d 

 
a 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
r 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Paraguay 

 
 

 
r 

 
 

 
r 

 
r 

 
r 

 
 

 
r 

 
 

 
r 
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r 

 
r 
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Peru 

 
a 

 
r 

 
 

 
r 
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a 

 
r 

 
a 

 
a 

 
r 

 
a 

 
 

 
 

 
r 
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Philippines 

 
a 
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r 

 
r 
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r 
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r 
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r 
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a 

 
r 

 
r 
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a 

 
 

 
r 
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s 

 
r 

 
s 
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r 

 
r 
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r 

 
r 

 
a 

 
r 

 
a 

 
 

 
a 

 
r 

 
r 

 
 

 
r 

 
r 

 
 

 
 

 
r 
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Qatar 

 
 

 
a 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
a 

 
 

 
 

 
r 

 
a 

 
a 

 
 

 
 

 
s 

 
 

 
 

 
a 
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a 

 
 

 
a 
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a 

 
r 

 
r 

 
r 

 
a 

 
 

 
r 
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s 

 
s 

 
Russian 
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d 

 
r 
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Rwanda 

 
 

 
d 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
r 

 
 

 
 

 
r 

 
r 

 
a 

 
 

 
 

 
s 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
s 

 
St. Kitts and 

Nevis  

 
 

 
d 

 
 

 
a 

 
 

 
a 

 
 

 
a 

 
 

 
 

 
a 

 
a 

 
 

 
r 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
St. Lucia 

 
 

 
d 

 
 

 
d 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
a 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
St. Vincent 

and the 

Grenadines 

 
 

 
a 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
a 

 
 

 
a 

 
a 

 
a 

 
a 

 
 

 
r 

 
a 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Samoa 

 
 

 
d 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
a 

 
 

 
 

 
r 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
s 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
San Marino 

 
a 

 
a 

 
 

 
a 

 
 

 
a 

 
 

 
a 

 
 

 
 

 
r 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
s 

 
s 

 
Sao Tome and 

Principe 

 
 

 
a 

 
 

 
a 
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a 
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r 

 
s 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Saudi Arabia 

 
 

 
a 
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a 
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Senegal 

 
a 

 
d 
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s 
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a 
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a 
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UNIVERSAL JURISDICTION: The duty of states to enact and enforce legislation - Chapter Fifteen, 

Bibliography and Appendix 31 

  

 

 

 
Amnesty International September 2001 AI Index: IOR 53/018/2001 

 
Ratifications and signatures of selected international treaties with universal jurisdiction and aut dedere 

aut judicare obligations 

 
Countries 

 
 

1

9

2

9

 

C

o

u

n

t

e

r

f

e

i

t 

C

o

u

n

t

e

r

f

e

i

t

i

n

g 

 

 
 

1

9

4

9

 

G

e

n

e

v

a 
 

 
 

1

9

5

8 

H

i

g

h 

S

e

a

s 
 

 
 

1

9

6

1

 

N

a

r

c

o

t

i

c

s 
 

 
 

1

9

7

0

 

H

a

g

u

e 
 

 
 

1

9

7

1

 

P

s

y

c

h

o

t

r

o

p

i

c 
 

 
 

1

9

7

1

 

M

o

n

t

r

e

a

l 
 

 
 

1

9

7

2 

N

a

r

c

o

t

i

c

s 

 

P

r

o

t

o

c

o

l 
 

 
 

1

9

7

3 

A

p

a

rt

h

ei

d 
 

 
 

1

9

7

3

 

D

i

p

l

o

m

a

t

s 
 

 
 

1

9

7

7 

P

r

o

t

o

c

o

l 

I 
 

 
 

1

9

7

9

 

H

o

s

t

a

g

e

s 
 

 
 

1

9

7

9 

N

u

c

l

e

a

r 
 

 
 

1

9

8

2

 

L

a

w

 

o

f

 

S

e

a 
 

 
 

1

9

8

4 

T

o

rt

u

r

e 
 

 
 

1

9

8

8 

M

a

ri

ti

m

e 
 

 
 

1

9

8

9 

M

e

r

c

e

n

a

r

i

e

s 
 

 
 

1

9

9

4 

P

e

a

c

e

-

k

e

e

p

e

r

s 
 

 
 

1

9

9

7 

T

e

r

r

o

ri

s

t 

b

o

m

b

i

n

g 
 

 
 

2

0

0

0 

T

e

r

r

o

ri

s

t 

fi

n

a

n

c

i

n

g 
 

 
 

20

00 

Tra

nsn

ati

ona

l 
 

Singapore d a  a  a r a      r    a   s 

 
Slovakia 

 
d 

 
d 

 
d 

 
d 

 
r 

 
d 

 
 

 
d 

 
d 

 
d 

 
s 

 
d 

 
 

 
r 

 
d 

 
 

 
 

 
r 

 
s 

 
s 

 
s 

 
Slovenia 

 
 

 
d 

 
d 

 
 

 
 

 
d 

 
d 

 
 

 
d 

 
d 

 
d 

 
d 

 
 

 
d 

 
a 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
s 

 
 

 
s 

 
Solomon 

Islands 

 
d 

 
d 

 
d 

 
d 

 
 

 
 

 
d 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
a 

 
 

 
 

 
r 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Somalia 

 
 

 
a 

 
 

 
a 

 
 

 
a 

 
 

 
 

 
r 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
r 

 
a 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
South Africa 

 
a 

 
a 

 
a 

 
a 

 
r 

 
a 

 
r 

 
r 

 
 

 
 

 
a 

 
 

 
 

 
r 

 
r 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
s 

 
 

 
s 

 
Spain 

 
r 

 
r 

 
a 

 
r 

 
r 

 
a 

 
r 

 
r 

 
 

 
a 

 
r 

 
a 

 
 

 
r 

 
r 

 
 

 
 

 
r 

 
r 

 
s 

 
s 

 
Sri Lanka 

 
a 

 
r 
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a 

 
 

 
a 

 
a 

 
a 

 
a 

 
a 

 
 

 
a 

 
 

 
r 

 
a 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
s 

 
r 

 
s 

 
Sudan 

 
 

 
a 

 
 

 
a 

 
 

 
a 

 
 

 
a 

 
r 

 
a 

 
 

 
a 

 
 

 
r 

 
s 
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s 

 
s 

 
Suriname 

 
 

 
d 

 
 

 
d 

 
 

 
a 

 
 

 
a 

 
a 

 
 

 
a 

 
r 

 
 

 
r 

 
 

 
 

 
r 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Swaziland 

 
 

 
a 

 
a 

 
 

 
 

 
a 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
a 

 
 

 
 

 
s 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
s 

 
Sweden 

 
a 

 
r 

 
 

 
r 
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r 
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r 
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r 
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r 

 
s 
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Switzerland r r r r r a r a  a r r  s r      s 

 
Syrian Arab 

Republic 

 
r 

 
r 

 
 

 
a 

 
 

 
a 

 
 

 
a 

 
r 

 
a 

 
a 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
s 

 
Tajikistan 

 
 

 
d 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
a 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
d 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
a 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
s 

 
Tanzania, 

United 

Republic of 

 
 

 
d 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
a 

 
 

 
 

 
a 

 
 

 
a 

 
 

 
 

 
r 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
s 

 
Thailand 

 
a 

 
a 
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Togo 
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r 
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a 
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a 
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s 
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Tuvalu  d            s        

 
Uganda 

 
a 

 
a 

 
a 

 
a 

 
a 

 
a 

 
 

 
a 

 
r 

 
 

 
a 

 
s 

 
 

 
r 

 
a 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
s 

 
 

 
s 

 
Ukraine 

 
 

 
r 

 
r 

 
r 

 
r 

 
r 

 
r 

 
 

 
r 

 
r 

 
r 

 
a 

 
 

 
r 

 
r 

 
 

 
r 

 
r 

 
 

 
s 

 
s 

 
United Arab 

Emirates 

 
 

 
a 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
a 

 
a 

 
 

 
r 

 
 

 
a 

 
 

 
 

 
s 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
United 

Kingdom 

 
r 

 
r 

 
r 

 
r 

 
r 

 
r 

 
r 

 
r 

 
 

 
r 

 
r 

 
r 

 
 

 
a 

 
r 

 
 

 
 

 
r 

 
s 

 
r 

 
s 

 
United States 

of America 

 
s 

 
r 

 
r 

 
a 

 
r 

 
r 

 
r 

 
r 

 
 

 
r 

 
 

 
r 

 
 

 
 

 
r 

 
 

 
 

 
s 

 
s 

 
s 

 
s 
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r 
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a 
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r 

 
r 

 
s 

 
Vanuatu 

 
 

 
a 
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