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Tuesday, May 20, 2008

Anti-Roma eventsin Italy areawake up call for the EU.

The European Roma Policy Coalition calls for coordinated EU action based on
European anti-discrimination legislation, social incluson measures and the
respect of human rights.

As representatives of human rights, anti-discrimamg anti-racism, social inclusion
and Roma rights organizations promoting valuesumhdin rights and democracye
firmly condemn the recent attacks against the Roomamunity in Italy that were carried out
by non-state actors, as well as the statementssofidinatory nature made by high ranking
Italian politicians.We therefore urgently call on the Italian authestito take action
against anti-Roma discourses in Italian media andtop anti-Roma discourses by
politicians; and take all the necessary measurgwdvide protection to the Roma
community and pursue their active inclusion in etyci Furthermore, we request a
prompt reaction by the European Commission andBhepean Council to these
events.

Italy, a European Union Member State, is blatamligregarding the values and
principles of the Union as enshrined in Article 6 the treaty establishing the
European Union, by conducting arbitrary detentiomsh a view to facilitate
expulsions, making provisions for discriminatorytidRomani and anti-Romanian
laws and measures and by fuelling racism througihRomani speech.

We are addressing this call to all EU institutide@sondemn and take action against
the anti-Romani hate speech and actions of diseatory nature that contravene
Italy’s non-discrimination obligations under Eurape and international human rights
law.

We call on the European Commission, as guardigheotreaties to do the utmost to
ensure that the rights of EU citizens are beingtguted against state abuse
perpetrated on grounds of ethnic or national oridio come up with an EU Roma
strategy aiming at making Roma inclusion an urgeidrity, to provide leadership
and coordination for Member States in their resimliity to ensure the respect for the
rights of their Roma citizens.

Further, we call on the Members of the EuropeanlidPaent to convene an
emergency session and appoint a fact finding mmsgm review the planned
discriminatory legal measures, instances of ingittacial hatred and fanatic anti-
Romani behaviour in Italy. The European Parliantezgds to condemn such acts and
convey its position publicly.
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Finally, we urge the Italian authorities as a nratteurgency to take all necessary
steps to provide adequate protection to the Romamsigsuch attacks and other acts
of violence and ensure that an independent inwestig is conducted into each attack
carried out by non-state actors and state actersoRs believed to be responsible for
the violence should be brought to justice and aawgueparation, including
compensation, made available to all victims andr tfanilies. We also call on the
Italian authorities to refrain from engaging inishspeech against Roma persons, and
to seek in every possible way to counteract viokett-Roma sentiments in broader
society.

We urge the EU member states to join up, coordimagasures towards social
inclusion of Roma as the right way forward ratheart further marginalizing and
expelling Roma from one country to another. We utge Commission to provide
leadership and a coordination role for MemberseStat helping to ensure respect for
the rights of their Roma citizens. We firmly bekethat joint coordinated action by
the EU has to set the standard, in order to avedoad and damaging examples set
by Italy in these days. We call this approach theFbma Policy.

We commend the statements of the Spanish deputyigmeMaria Teresa Fernandez
de la Vega as an example for other European gowsrtsn'The government [of
Spain] rejects violence, racism and xenophobia dods not support what is
happening in Italy... [we] do not support the pplaf expulsions without respect for
the law and rights, or actions which exalt violenegism and xenophobia.”

Signatories,

Amnesty International, EU Office, Natalia Alonso, Deputy Director,
European Roma Rights Centre, Vera Egenberger, Director,
European Roma Information Office, Ivan Ivanov, Director,
European Network for Anti Racism, Pascale Charon, Director,
Open Society Institute, Brussels, Andre Wilkens, Director,

Spolu International Foundation, Ruus Dijksterhuis , Director,
Minority Rights Group, Mark Lattimer, Director,

European Roma Grassroots Organisation, Valeriu Nicolae, Director,
Roma Education Fund, Rumyan Russinov , Deputy Director

Fundacion Secretariado Gitano, Isidor Rodriguez, Director,
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Amnesty International -EU Office
Rue d’Arlon 39-41, B-1000 Brussels, Belgium
Tel.: +32 2 502 14 99 Fax: +32 2 502 56 86

www.amnesty-eu.org

European Roma Rights Center

Naphegy tér 8., H-1016 Budapest, Hungary
Phone: +36 1 4132200, Fax: +36 1 4132201
WWW.Errc.org

European Roma Information Office
Av.Edouard Lacomblé 17, Brussels 1040 Belgium
Tel :0032(0)27333462, Fax:0032(0)27333875

www.erionet.org

European Network Against Racism
43 rue de la Charité, B-1210 Brussels, Belgium
Tel. +32 2 229 35 70, Fax +32 2 229 35 75,

www.enar-eu.org

Open Society Institute -Brussels
6 place Stéphanie, B-1050 Brussels, Belgium
Tel. 32-2-505-4646, Fax: 32-2-502-4646

Spolu International Foundation
Korte Elisabethstraat 6, 3511 JG Utrecht, Netherlands
tel: +31 - 30 — 2328042, fax: +31 - 30 - 2328043

www.spolu.nl

Minority Rights Group International

54 Commercial Street, London E1 6LT,

United Kingdom

Tel: +44 (0)20 7422 4200 Fax: +44 (0)20 7422 4201

WWW.Mminorityrights.org

European Roma Grassroots Organisation
Strada Rezonantei Nr.1-3 Bl 15-16 Sc A Ap 3 Sector 4 Bucuresti, Romania
Tel : (004) 0742379657

http://www.ergonetwork.org
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Roma Education Fund,
Vaci u. 63. 1056 Budapest, Hungary
Phone: +36-1-235-8030
E-mail:info@romaeducationfund.org

Fundacion Secretariado Gitano
C/Ahijones, s/n, 28018 Madrid
Tel: 91 422 09 60

http://www.gitanos.org/
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