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FOREWORD

by Robert Swann

(enepral ‘Secretapy of the International Secretariat
Amnesty International

THREE COUNTRIES with different 1deolo

democracy', anothep 'a bastion of Westerrs
third the personal Fief of

they got in common ?

gies — one a 'people'g
1 civilisation', the

an old-fashioned dictator — what have
They all practise political imprisonment,

In publishing these reports on prison conditions and political
Imprisonment in Rhodesia, East Germany and Paraguay, Amnesty
International doesg not seek to make invidious comparisons
between the different ideologies but merely to draw attention to
what happens when the basic principle of Imprisonm
political 'offences!' ig accepted,
the Commission on

of their way to praise the impartiality of Amnesty's reports on

South Africa, Portugal and Rumaria and to say that they werpe
some of the most useful reporis submitted by non-Governmental
organisations. Once again we have sought above all to be
factual and objective. In Cvery case we have sought the
CO-~-Operation of the Government concerned to explain and defend
1ts policies opr to Z2ive more Information about conditions of

M prisonment. Readers must Judge for themselves whetherp

the degree of CO-Operation we have received betokens an easy
Or a troubled conscicnce.

What strikes one very forcibly in reading
similarity which in practice underlies the
dissent of regimes which arec theopetically
Within the premises of 'socialist legality!
tences in Fast Goermany depends very largely on the gEcneral
political climate, The general trend towapds less severe
Sanctions against dissenters was, for example, Interrupted at
the time tho Berlin Wall was being built, In Rhodesia individual
Civil servants very often attempt to enforce regulations humanely
but at least ag long as Mpr Lardner~-Burke continues as Ministep
Of Justice we are likely to see an Cver-extending range of
political opinion treated as 'unacceptable!. The announced

a 'suppression of Communism act'
'South-African-

these reports is the
attitude to political
totally opposed.

the harshness of Ser -

sent regime in Rhodesia.

In both countries individual judges and officials may be honestly

the law or prison regulations as humanely




iv as possible, Their ability to do so depends t0o a large extent on

the degree to which outside pressure canlrestpalrz the:e W"Fhl-?e
advocate ever harsher and more I’E}E}II;BS?IVE :}iﬁ;ﬁ?ié‘n e
' world is still a force v !

moral conscience of the | a for N >al
practical and positive results evenwnhm 8] .r‘egzme which
purports to be uninterested in outside reactions.

The case of Paraguay is rather different, The P§g11med =
less 'sophisticated' and there is less concern fop lega lan Cives
ideological justification. Yet Mr Marreco's I’EPDI’t ?iidza?nf%uence
d & 17¢ HM1ism Here again outls
spound for very moderate Optlm.‘}q . . | niluel
:.-g;gd contacts have played a part i securzng a quzcum of rights
for those who do not support President olroessner.

In Copenhagen in September the Genepal_i&asebmbtly ffcﬁmnegw
3 i1l agai lect three countries about which
nternational will again se . ut .
IRepoPts on political imprisonment and prison cagr?ég;irzzlwﬂl b
& * o — (}Ve
- ty International is a non-g A |
prepared. Amnes - f individuals who care
isati on the support of Indivi |
oprganisation dependent ] e X for 'priSoNers
e : ot believe that to wor
bout human rights and do n elie . ‘ ' L
?)f conscience' in foreign countries 1s t? :ilntﬁrfevgc.e ptIto;q; gge
mesti iving to establish the con
longer question of striv | Cine. the
T : ~ able fact, Violence, toprture,
yrld!, it is now an inescapab. ' 1ce, t _
E;}Pingement of human rights are like bacteria x'nal;mt:i pﬁf—imf of
.y - : "N o man is an island, e
ention to national fI’O!’ltlﬁI’S.‘ N Ame
?tt;elf Any man's death diminishes me because .I famWth
involv'e'd‘ %n mankind and therefore never send to KNow 1or
the bell tolls, it tolls for thee.’

EAST GERMANY

CONTENTS

Introduction
I. Political Offences

Freedom of Speech and Opinion
Freedom of Movernent
Frecedom of Religion e :
Freedom of Associaticn - the right
ILspionage
Political Sentoences

HSontences
Amnestices .. . s s

Numbers of Political Prisoners
The Judicial System

. B » T & 2 # &

* &

Socialist Legality
Judicial Structure
'The Legal Profession
Pre~Trial Procedure
Trials ...

* 4 B

FPrison Conditions

'T'he Main Prisons
Accommodation
Sanitary Facilities
Clothing . ..

EFood C e C
Prison Shopping
Work -

Medical Care
Correspondence
Parcels

Visits , e e
Personal Possessions
Exercisce

L] L




Leisure and Culture .. | . _ INTRODUCTION
Political Re-cducation : ' | 1 | |
Roligion ... .o S T ':I"HIS* REPOR'I:‘ 1S concerned with the conditions of political
Rclationship with Warders . - - lmprisonment in East Germany at the present time. No attempt
Punishment ‘oo : | has t?e’en maide Lo provide a comprehensive histary of pPrison
Appeals . ' - _ conditions smnce the ﬁSFBbllSh[’ﬂ@l’lt Of the ast German state.
Conclusions . s . o _ As far as possible the information given will deal with conditions
* | . . | after 1960 and not with the immediate post-war or Stalinist
V. Released Prisoners .. . . | period. It is not Amnesty's concern to take any position on the
General Conclusions , ﬁ . . a * political issues arising from the division of Germany and the
| non-recognition of the East German state', nor to associate
itself in any way with any political party in Germany. We are
facing 25 .: concerned only for humanitarian reasons to see to what extent
Map of Brandenburg Prison T the basic 'human rights' described in the United Nations
-' Declaration of Human Rights are now being implemented in
East Germany.

, : — . | Sources Several months ago letters were sent to the
Appendices ... "t T '3 Foreign Minister, the Ministep of Justice, the
Association of Democratic Lawyers and the Committee fop the
Protection of Human Rights in East Berlin informing them of
our intention to produce this report and requesting theirp
co-operation, Although no replies were received our repre-

1. Texts of Laws
11. Labour Camps

sentative was able, on visiting East Germany, to obtain inter-
views with representatives from the Ministry of Justice and the
Association of Democratic Lawyers, Both these representatives
promised to send written replies to a questionnaire which was
presented to them, but no such reply was cever received., The

Committee for the Protection of Human Rights refused to grant
any interview to our represcntatijve.

Background matcrial for this report was provided by ornganiza-
tions in West GGermany actively concernced with political
prisoners in East Germany but most of the report is based on
first-hand information provided by former political prisoners,
Signed written statements were taken from and personal intep-
views conducted with over a hundred former prisoners now
domiciled in West Germany in April and May this year. No
Information was provided DYy any prisoner still living in East
Germany since to do so would have been to contravene bBast
German laws on the collection and passing on of information

e The German Domooratie Republic is not recognized by the Federal Republie of
bormany nor by any other pon-Communist state. The Federal Hepublie doecs not have
diplomatic relations with any state that recegnizes East Germany, with the
cxeeption of the Soviat Union.




sbout East Germany' and so to have endangered the individuals

concerncd,

For similar reasons names of prisoners and certain

details of cases have been omitted from the text, either out of
consideration for thosc still in prison or for those releascd

prisoners who have nelatives living in BEast Germany.

Referencco

has also becen made to the constitution, the penal codce, the
writings of the Ministry of Justice and the laws governing the
judiciary and the courts.

@ackgpound

Historical

The German Democratic Republic was castablished
in the Sovict-occupied zone of Germany shortly
aftepr the Federal Republic had been established

in the Western-occupiced zones. In October 1949

rhe BEast German constitution was formally ratified by a provisional
Peoples' Chamber (Volkskammer) or parliament and & President

clected,

Tho Soviet authorities announced the dissolution of their

Military Administration and, in 1954, proclaimed the German
Nemocratic Republic a sovereign state,

The dominant figure throughout the history of East Germany has

heen Walter Ulbricht, the First Secretary of the Central Committod
of the Socialist Unity Party (SED) and, after 1960, Chairman of

rhe State Councii.

The SED was formed in 1946 when the

Communist Party (KPD) and thc Social Democratic Party (SPD)

were merged to form the only recognized Socialist Party in the

Soviet zone.

Thepro are four other licensed parties in FLast

Germany today: the [Liberal Democratic Papty (I.PD), the
Christian Democratic PParty (CDU), the National Democratic Party
(NDP) and the German Peasants' Party (DBP), all of which arc

in fact Communist controlled and subject to the dornination of the

SED,
for cxample the Free German vouth (FDJ) and the Federarion of

Tree German Trade Unions (FEDGB), which are described as non-

In addition there are seaveral official "mass organizations’,

political organizations but whose leaders all tend to be top
Communist Panty officials, ‘T'he five political parties together
with the mass organizations are represented in the Peoples’
Chamber and in the County and District Assemblies? which form

the organs of local government,

Elections to the Pcoples' Chamber and the local Assemblies
are run on a single list system under the name of the ‘N ational
Front' with a fixed percentage of seats allotted to each of the
parties and organizations. 'T'he result has always been an

|, Strafrechtserginzungsgesatz (Supplementary Penal Code) 11.12.57, Paragraphs [4-1o.
‘n 1952 the traditional administrative districts of Lermany, the Lander, were
abol ished in East Germany and replaced by a series of counties, each containing

—
i
i *

several smaller districts within it.
and a District Assombly {Kreiskammer).

For each there is a County Acsocmbiy (Bezirkskammor)

Dvepwheliming paper victory for the National Frornt list, At
the elections in 1950 it was recorded that 98.5% of the L}opulfa—
t}OI’] voted, of whom 99.7% voted in support of the National )
Front, At the most recent elections in 1963, 11,533,859 votes
were c:azat; from an electorate of 11,621,158 and oii thp’se 99,919
were registered as votes in support of the NaticnalJch}nt“ N
0.05% as adverse votes and 0.04% as invalid. |

| T-he role of the Peoples' Chamber in the government is
limited by the fact that it generally only meets a few timhesg each
y?a;f‘ for sessions which last only for one day'. Unﬁtil 14960 m;:):t
gr’tb"s;z tﬁgpléai;gglve?nn?em WA S dor_m‘eithep by the Party {(SE D)
or by tfl ' cil o Mlmst_er?a (Ministerrat) or Cabinet. After
¢ death in I‘E_)E)O of the President of East Germany, Wilhelm
5_1}23(31{, the office of Presidency was abolished and i’t&:—: place
c; ;;n Iby A Statﬁe _Ceunml (Staatsrat) under the Chairmanship
O aiter Ulbricht., As Chairman Walter Ulbricht has
agsumed all the traditional functions of the Head of Ei;ti-ate
hlt}‘l@t‘*t(} performed by Pieck. In addition the State CﬁLlurmil
l-lizm_been authorized by the Peoples' Chamber to issue decrees
l‘;lhf—,:ivmg the force of law and to interpret the existing laws
D1INce .1‘%0 the State Council has, therefore, mplacecf tl'l;'
gf)%ncjl of Ministers as the most powerful politicail O}T”ga;l in
lrca‘:*—,lf Exepmany‘ and many ?f the more important East German
aws are now mmtroduced in the form of State Council decrees,

Berlin Remx}ants‘ of the Four-Power Allied control

West and Es;tpégf{i 1;} Berlin after the establishment of the
Vest ¢ man governments, The Soviet sector has

90?11 mﬂade tl'_l_ie capital of East Germany but in the Western
iz;tipr;a Ejho 13 z‘*ench, *Amer’ic::m and British forces have

re ained in occupat}on. As a divided city in the contre of

1 ast Germany, berlin has becn since the war a maior foc

focus of East/West tension., On occasions. as in ;hﬁ eCoﬁ%S '

blf)ckadetof 1947-48 and in the peace tpeatyjcrisiﬁa of 1‘560-—6?}10

this tension has been particularly acute., DBerlin has also ’

been, fczr_the East German authorities, the focus of Gﬂﬂﬁ hc}f their

m(:?_st Serious problems -— the problem of the migration evepy

year until 1961 of large numbers of East Gormans to West h

uepmanyi. Although unauthorized travel to cht G@r‘m;-f;

was forbidden by the East German authorities in 1957 ;c}ylon

ais East ermans were allowed free access to West Beirlin 1t .

was pOSfSIblia to reach West Germany illegally via West Berlj

{t 1S e_st;mated by the West German authorities that over -

3.6 million East Germans moved to West Gepmany betwaeen

1950 and 1960; among them were a large number of pl‘*ofé:s%ienall
le For the text of the Passport Laws sce Appendix 1. B ’




' . _ : Y Jei gl
4 qualified people, newly qualified students and, after the campalg

: 5(). farp ' The
s s aat German farms in 1960, farmers. e
lectivise all East German . RN .
fl?.tr?ﬂ%levﬁ of those leaving East Germany annugallly_Tdretijr;esauﬁlf%f e
bétween 1956 and 1959 but rose in 1960 aﬂ_d 1961 as a fd in Berlin
llectivisation campaign and of the tension engender*? o o{;ep
EG the peace-treaty crisis. In the {irst s1X monthfaJol o over
1(‘?0 000 people left East Germany agd b;i tlizaiiggoevgr‘g Z;lay
- X ~ : _ ’ T A &
ririr o 3 a thousand werc 2 C
rinning of August over éd ana we A N
%E;Egiveen 1049 and 1961 the total [:-omlilatwn of ;La.f,-‘t Ge;"tr;lgpy
decreased from 19 to 17 inillion, while that of every
European country rapidly increased.

. e ~ el o 6l very
This drain in people considerably wegkenecl and El:y %gpcibly
seriously threatened the East German GGDEGW%;'I tt}fe East
;e"iling off the Berlin frontier on August 13th 1961, L e.xi‘:}.du&‘:? nd.
German government prevented any further populatmﬂ*ncmmﬂﬁ
. ) f ) - : - oy i | A
113 had hitherto ie SRS .
~ce of the millions who ’_ . vithen to obtain
E}:::v only a few thousand who every ycar manage ‘f:)lftfhm‘a‘i tl”"‘%!'l;i-*
epmif‘*eidn to emigrate or who do s0O illegally. ICII;nmC;“lt
Y : , ¥ _ -
Epontiep rpaffic is limited to: those tPBVell_lﬂEﬁ Onﬂ. gﬂtgvt?oth parts
business; professional workers who have access L sits to BEast
f hthe CitIY' foreign tourists and West Germans on mehO e
gepmany and old-age pensioners from East t(‘fe??f?&meq in
- g L - . : : iy
. . isit every year to inelir Iele .
- ved a four-week visit ‘ e .. L out
?}?;‘Jﬁg;)t‘- N{D Perliner is allowed to cpossgdth@lfvfﬂt\}fgs;‘”thm
’ * . . ~ , only to -
: - is has been grantc _
special permission, I'h _ e sun for
E%Cpliner?ss fopr a few days at Christmas, Easter and Whit

rhe last two and a half years.

o . * i_lt’t ol " 4 3 n ; n ; 942} »
) - . 3L :1n ! ﬂ '{ﬂs-tt GET l t
. . s eft East Oermany beg | o it
|- Registration of BA0s5 :hD | 1954 and 1951 were: 3,371 doctors, |,329 dontists,
e ] - 1': we":‘ln v - J P
Among those who left Letwee 132 judges and procurators,

) . . 960 pharmacistis,
291 veterinary surgeons, 90U p 16,724 school tsachers

} e pversit zachers
679 lawyers and notaries, 752 university teach ,
and 17,082 enginzers and technicians.
I J R P o " r

In

Chapter One: POLITICAL OFFENCES
THE MAIN LAWS under which political offenders are charged
in BEast Germany are the Passport Law and Paragraphs 13 - 26
of the Law Supplementing the Penal Code. bBbefore this supple-
mentary penal code was introduced in Decemben 1957, most
political prisoners were charged under Article 6 of the Constitu-
tion, According to these laws tho definition of a "crime against
the state" has been extended to cover a number of activities not
considered as such in other countries, The effect is to restrict.
by law, some of the basic "human rights" guaranteed both by the
Umted Nations Declaration of Human Rights and by the East
German Constitution, This chapter will indicate the more

important of these political offences — the relevant texts arce
listed in the Appendices.

Freedom of Speech Article 6 of the Constitution states

and Opinion that, "the_ in'cite_megt to boycott {?f
e e e democratic institutions or organi-
zations" constitutes a "felonious
crime within the meaning of the Penal Code'", Paragraph 19 of
the Supplementary Penal Code, which deals with " nropaganda
and mncitement endangering the state" makes it a criminal
offence to "incite" or "agitate" against the state by spoken or
written word or to distribute any kind of propaganda of this
nature. ‘I'his offence is punishable by a minimum of two
months! imprisonrment and considerably longer if instigated
by "other states or their representatives" or "organizations op
groups who conduct a fight against" the Fast German state,
oince for example West German broadcasts contain "propaganda
cndangering the state" it was specifically stated in 1961 that o
allow or encourage another person to listen to such broadcasts
either by inviting him into onc's home for that purpose or by
tuning into a Western radio or TV station in a public place was
also a punishable offence . Paragraph 20 of the Supplementary
Penal Code makes it an offence punishable with up to two years!
'« Article 19 of the UN Declaration states that :

"everyone has th- right to freedum of opiniun and expression; this right inecludes

freedum to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart
information and ideas through any media and regardliess of frontiers."

Article 9 of the Fast Goerman Constitution states that

]
L

"All citizens have the rights, within the limits of universally applicable laws,

Lo express their opinion freely and publicly and to hold unarmed and peaceful
assemnlies for that purpose....

there is no press censorship.”

< Junge Well 21.10.61. Professor Eisler, Deputy Chairman of the East German Stata

Hadio Committae.




} & | > activities of the
imprisonment, publicly to slander or distort the alctw;.t;ehaig the
state or to h(}ldal‘ly citizen up to contempt on account O -

to prison {see Chapter 3) — than before a regular court,
for the state,

T'his, however, may be an unpleasant process for the individual

" . : ) 3 ~ h— it
The vagueness of the wording of all these glauﬁcﬁ 'rgzlif;m of
Jossible for almost any kind of spoken or written ¢l {p;es the
Elzf;-hs—atﬁté -— which includes the Parties, lParty fllﬂc“‘i?cbe c(;ngtriued
. dtate ; d \ €2 ——— 2 |
e , ate-owned enterprlses :
56 organizations and state-o VN oagitation acgainst the
mjﬁ?ngztgement to boycott” ("Boykotthetze"), " agitation against t
as |

‘ . _ , ne'),
state" {("Hetze" or "defamation of the state” (" Staatsverleumdung

: 3 he
There are many cases of this having been dO:lE& elg i}:pga:;;vég c!::m
1ate fifties, for example, severe prisoi ﬁeminc e d for having
a nurnber of university teachers and ?’md?ntg C,Qt{;d some reforms
criticized the regime or even for having ﬂdvoﬁ?d T'T;C:PPDfE}SSOI"'
within it, One of the mMost well'—-kr?m‘m of'the‘c;]G m:g, sentenced in
t1arich from Humboldt University in Bef‘lﬂi W ?::;t*k;d out a
N"Ifmcl-l 1957 to ten years' hard labour fop hcwmé.' C emime in Bast
ogramme for the regeneration of the Communis T with

gpj{)gpgn It was also alleged that he had kept in touch wit oo
intggilx?ectﬁgala in Hungary and Eolapd,‘w\f‘ith West Bf;%fﬁilg Sfbgi?dp
publishers and with the SPD in West b@?‘lgiméf four years' hard
colleaguos were Seﬂteﬂsﬂd Wflttivlzgnbé?ltt ‘i;?n;ﬂ?lav treatment was
abour. In 1961 when the wall we e s e apection. A
i}*:Zted out to those who in gnyt way{ E)iitégiiidogzzggggﬁ?P Loth

in the SAchsische Zeltung > oUd e - Sehole
?‘gg}??é;r;xam ple stated that a ym}th, RutllintJG;f:; ’ ;2;&'; ;Gfglé’éf
brigade in thc Coswig concrote pillar w?r*h? ?1(1 obicoted to the
two and & half years' imprisonment after ne s eported in the West
use o tanks along the berlin frontiep, flt: Wﬂlbgih%olboys o
German press in the 5ummep'of 1961 that.t'fa t;r o ote desk in
appeared in school 1n dark suits draped thelr ';d {heix;-letuPe
black cloth and announced that m?y Wefe buﬁsfi?O% prison sentences
("Wip tragen unsere Zukunft zu Grabe ) recel
of 34 and b years.

o itation" is still
Anyone found guilty of any kind of organizod ”aggat;gnhaim r:jfir:m
: ' . ~Ty o 103 1C1TC I« 2
: ‘ 4 heavy prison sentence:
liable to be served with a | W et (e 2
elxample, recently been reports in the West (‘J\i}" ngnnanﬂglzapfel,
Norwegian press that a West bBerlin student, Wo ga g lolzape
cith 1 "R larry Seidel and the oOtnc 5 ’
/ith the words, "Free | . T aps'
gctobep 1965, was sentenced in April this yea;giqitytihﬂePEaSt
: AN 21 strations a =
i ; nient for arranging demon . i C Arge
Enégiéign;tate On the other hand Rast L:{wmgn mtmega g?illégﬁd
with "defamation of the state” are now mor*:e .11k'e1y)t0 ihich has
hefore a Conflict Commission (Konfliktskomission) — S e
Ejuthopity publicly to reprimand offenders but not to COmiT:
a

&)

accused while at the beginning of this vear Party denunciations
of many leading East German intellectuals, police measures
taken against the poct and satirist, Wolff Biermann, and the
dismissal of Professor Havernann from his post as director of a
research institute because of his article on communism and
democracy which appeared in the West German Nnewspapernr,

Der Spiegel, revealed how limited the freedom to discuss or
criticize (however mildly) the activities of the government still
1S In BEast Germany.

Freedom of

bkl - v i ——.

"EFlight from the Republic" (" Republikflucht"),
"attempted flight" (" Versuchte Republikflucht")
and " preparation for flight" ("Vorbereitung
zur Republikflucht") are offences punishable
under the East German Passport Law by up to three years'
imprisonment, According to the terms of the Passport Law

those wishing temporarily to leave East Germany must first
obtain both a passpor: and a visa.

Movement®

WAl e A O R N bk e rrdyrar

T'his law which was original -
ly introduced in 1954 to apply to forcion travel was extanded in

1957 to apply also to travel to West Germany and, in August
1961, BEast Germans were also forbidden, by order of the
Minister of the Interior, to travel to West Berlin without special
pecrmission. In order to be allowed pecrmanently to leave East
Germany and settle either in West Berlin, West Germany or
another country, East Germans must, according to a "Decree
concerning the issue of identity cards" of 1953, first obtain
authorization from the police. Since all applications eithaer
for passports or for permission to emigrate are almost
Invariably refused regardless of family or other circumstances
East Germans (except old-age pensioners) have, in practice,
no freedom either to emigrate or to travel to the West, A
clause in the Passport Law of 1963 " specifically states that no
reason need be given for the refusal of a passport while
applications for permission to cmigrate are generally refused
on the grounds that emigration constitutes a betrayval of

Lo Article 13 of UN Doclarat on states that:

"Everyone has the right to freedom of movement and residence within tho

vorders of each state.

Everyone has the right to |eave any country
including his

own and to return to his country.”
Article 8 of the East German Const|tution guarantees to
to "personal freedom, the inviolability of the home,

Lo
the right to reside in the place of one's chojoe!
and Article

every citizen the right
secrecy of the mails, and

| U guarantees to every citizen "the right to emigrats',

‘v Passport Law. 14,2,073

L IR | Pr].r‘t-'“.]r*af_}h Eln




socialism. Anyone who attempts in any way to ¢vade these
restrictions and leave the country illegally i1s liable to arrest
and imprisonment.’ In cases where additional evidence, such
as the possession of West German currency< or the falsilication
of papers, may be proved against someone who tries to leave the
country he is likely to be served with a prison sentence ol con-
siderably more than three years,

To persuade or encourage any citizen to leave East Gerrmany has
been, since 1957, an offence punishable under Paragraph 21 of the
Supplementary Penal Code, In an attempt to stop the "brain-
drain" to West Germany it was made an offence punishable with
penal servitude (Zuchthaus) to persuade anyone to leave b ast
Germany on the instigation of "business or espionage organiza-
tions" and by at least six months to persuade students or any
person with professional or other particular qualifications to
leave the country for any reason whatsocever, There is no evidence,
however, that imprisonment under Paragraph 21 has been limited
even to the specific categories of offenders mentioned. In phactice
anyone suspected of encouraging or helping another person to
leave Fast German terpitory is liable to arrest and imprisonment,
Widespread denunciations, both of those believed to be planning
to escape and of those believed to be helping them, has led to the
arrest on suspicion only of many individuals -— some of whom may
only have spoken vaguely about the possibility of emigrating orp
given chance words of encouragement to those planning to defect,
In this context it should also be noted that, according to Paragraph
26 of the Supplementapry Penal Code, failure to report crimes
committed under Paragraph 21 is also an offence punishable with
pernal scrvitude.,

Immediately after the construction of the wall the Minister of
the Interior issued a ban on travel to East Derlin which applied to
21l Fast German citizens resident outside the city except for
rhose who necded to visit Berlin in the course of their work, 1In
~ddition a number of families, especially those considered to be
politically unrcliable, have been evacuated from their homes in
Roplin and from other frontier areas, In the "First Complaint to
rhe United Nations Commission on Human Rights" submitted by
the West Germans in September 1962 it was reported that over
4,000 BEast Berliners had been evacuated in the period between
August 1961 and September 1962, Reports of the forced evacuation
on a considerable scale of those living in houscs along or ncar the
wall have continued until quite recently, In addition a "Decree on

te According to the Ministry of AMi=Gorman Affaies 1,837 people wera arrested at the border }é

potween East and West Gurmany botween August 1961 and 1302, Bab of these were Subszquent
relcased.

-

. i _ ) _ - . . -, o ! o
>, Possassicn of West German currency is a punishabls offence under b.Corman Lurrency @ awec.

the_restpicti@n of residence" was introduced on August 24th
1961 by which restriction of residence may be imposed by the
courts, either in addition to a court sentence or at the Peque%";t
of the local authorities, "if the behaviour of a pPEerson endémgh{:m%
the public or an individual or if public security or orders EII;G- h
tl‘flpﬁfatfmed” and "without the violation of a definite penal léw
having occurred". On the same bagis "educational l.abeuﬁ”

{ Arbeitserzicehung) may be ordered for those who are reluctant
to work, In effect, therefore, the local authorities may mawu
order any citizen to work and to live in any place whatsoever
at any time even if he has committed no definite offence,
Althouggh the ban on travel to Berlin seems now to have heen
lifted the "Decree concerning restriction of residence
(described at the time by Hilde Benjamin, Ministepr of Justice,

as a milestone in the development of socialist leg
1N force,

o | | | | ality ) remains
here is evidence, in particular, of fixed work and

residence orders imposcd on some rolsased political prisoners.

The majority of Christians in East Germany
Religion ! apre membeps of the Protestant (Evangelische)
e Church s Although this church has been
| | harried in various wavs and with particular
mtensity at certain periods by the State and by the atheistic
programme of the Party and the mass organizations, the Church

as a whole has maintained its independence. The authorities
] 1 " A . - ; ; . - e J
1t secms, find it more expedient to brand recalcitrant clergy

"reactionarios® than to make martyrs of them by imprisonment

Individual Christians may be said to enjoy frecdom of COHE’BCim’lP'G
and religion provided that the excrcise of this does not br*imw* J
them, in any other way, into conflict with the Stato -

A

One example of the way in which this Imay occur is in the
casc of Christians who are alse conscientious objectors
Refusal to do military service, on any grounds whatsoev'er‘ has
been a punishable offence in East Germany since the introduction
of comivulsory military service in January 1962, In Septemberp
1964 a law was passed providing for the cstablishment of
construction units under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of

Defence, This, it was suggested, would provide also a convenicnt
form of service for thosc who objected to armed service. 5ince,
» Article 13 of the UN Declaration states that
”Ev?ry ??tiz?n has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion,
Tﬁis right includes freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom
either alone or in community with others and in publice or private, to manifest

nis religic 11 ' cach | sot orsh
. religion or beltef in teaching, practice, worship and observance,"
* 54 - . . — -d - — * ) A r
¢se rights are fully andorsed by Articles 41-42 of the Fast German Constitution
= Cin we oy e Byl . . | | .
1% as Catholic.




however, "construction soldiers” (E‘;aus;aldaten‘) are e‘x_pected to
wear uniform and to work on military installations this law can{aﬁt
be said to provide the sopt of alternative service acceptable to a

those who refuse regular service on grounds of conscience, There

have been several cases of prison :’eaenten*cess of up to elfghteeln
months being served on conscientious objectors even after the
introduction of this law.

The religious sect of Jehovah's Witnesses hma been sugjecteé:l "
Lo systematic persecution in kEast Ger*ma:?ny since it was i}r;r;eﬂf
1950 and accused of spying for the Amgmcans undep'.tl}e: C ;f o
religion. Announcing this ban DP'Stemh::}ff,ther}Mlpﬁstrez; e
Interior, said that the sect was gm.lty of ! gpﬁeadmg i f,-?g:a wdep
material", of "systematically incitmg, aga}nst Fhe elai}usténgf o
and its laws undepr the cover of PeliglEJUS TUI*'ICIZ.IOQE‘: an ”0 i
"gseprving the espionage service of an 1I'Ti[38P1='5111!5t power . al f:m;
the East German army {Volksarmee) is desc:mbe? as E:j vi:ze D
for peace" Jehovah's Witnesses have _aleo ble_ien at.,cusse_ O
"incitement to war" on account of their pamfmm._ Gme ot
Jehovah's Witnhesses in BEast C&epmany hav.e been 1_1"1 pms%n dlfil?tlep
~ontinuously since 1939, having been 11’{191’*:}50ned first me, 8:" lean
and then by the Soviet occupation authorities and the bast Ge
government.

] ! —_— June 1945 the Soviet
Froedom of 05800181100 — %\fl}lifitapy Administration
the Right to Strike | announced the formation of
o one Trade Union for all
employecs in the Soviet Zonce the Eedepatien of Fﬂpe? Gepmﬁzb
Trade Unions (FDGB )., 5Since that_ time no othar t?dda ténfmn
beon recognised, The right to str*}ke, thaugh guam_ntee Iofpboup
recognised Unions in the Constitution, was .Dmltted}rﬂj the Jci_
Codemof July 1961 when it was argued that since Stmlmg E?m;
fights against Capital they were no longer necessary 11;1 : cié‘» i,
Germany,. < In practice such strikes as have occu?f‘.@r 1? as
Germany have been put down by force and the paptlmpar} SJ
punished as criminals, The largest of these occurred in June
1953 when workers from all parts Qf Germany took palrt in a
general strike, as the result of which over 1,000 people were

imprisoned — some of whom were only released a year or so ago.

In 1963 it was reported that government troops were opdeiﬁecl:l to
quell a demonstration against the wage system in a factory in

: - arat | tates that:
L. Article 23 (4) of the UN Declaration s b - | NPT
i "Fveryone has the right to form and join Trade Uninons for the protection of
his interests.”

)

Article 14 {2} of the East German Constitution quarantees to recognised trade
unions the "right to strike”,

Schwerin, Arrests on the scale of 1953 have not been

reported in connection with such subsequent strikes orn
demonstrations,

Espionage A large proportion of those arrested for
crimes against the state apre charged under
Paragraph 14 of the Supplementary Penal Code with espionage.
This may include anything from the passing on of quite harmless
information to individuals in the West! or contact of any sont
with West German political parties, religious groups or otherpr

organizations, to the kind of paid espionage activity which is
punishable in any country in the worid,

Chap! :__SENTENCES, AMNESTIES
AND NUMBERS OF POLITICAL PRISONERS

Sentences Those convicted of serious crimes of espionage

and sabotage may, according to the supple-

mentary penal code, be sentenced to death or to life imprison-
ment, Life imprisonment appears, from Article 14 of the penal
code (Strafgesetzbuch) literally to mean imprisonment for the
rest of the prisoner's life; no shortep term 1s indicated and a
prisoncr sentenced to life may only be released
1s commuted to a shorter term of 1mprisonmeoent.
term of temporary imprisonment
15 years although in the early
sentences of 25 years,

if his sentence

The longest
that may now be irnposed is

fifties several prisoners received

According to traditional Gerrman practice the penal code makes
a distinction between ordinary imprisonment (Geféngniﬂstpafe)
and penal scervitude (Zuchthausstrafe ). Penal servitude is the
more severe form of punishment and denotes a longer term of
imprisonment. Since, however, almost all prisoners now work
there is little practical distinction made between these two
categories and in January 1964 a new system was introduced of
dividing prisoners into three categories according to the length
and nature of their sentence. Thus murderers and criminals
with sentences of more than five
with sentences of three or mope years are classed as Category
I and allowed, for cexample, only one visit by a relative evenry
three months and one letter a month. Criminals with sentences
Oof 2 ~5 years and political pPrisoners with sentences of less than

e To collect any kind of information about East

Germany is an offence punishabl o
under Paragraph 15 of the Supplementary P

anal {ode.




three vears are classed as Category 11 {and arc allowed two letters
a month and a visit every six wecks ). Category Il prisoners who
arc allowed more letters and visits than the other categories arge
almost all criminals on short sentences.

No clear pattern emerges as to the length and severity of the
sentence which may be imposed for any particular offence. The
Iast German authorities publish no official statistics on political
scntences and the West German statistics are limited by the fact
that they contain only those noted in the West and thus cannot hope
to be comprchensive, The inordinately long prison sentences
served indiscriminatcly for minor political offences during tho
fiftics now no longer occur and the gencral pattern is one of
increasing moderation, So far as is known the death sentence
has not been imposed on anyone (¢xcept Horst bFischer wlm WAS
rccently sentenced to death on account of his war crimes! Since
1962 and sentences to life and to 15 years' imprisonment are
considorably less frequent now than they werce formerly. Thus,
for cxample, whereas the West Germans noted 16 sentences of |
life imprisonment in 1961 and 11 in 1962 only 2 were noted in 1965,
In 1961 and 1962 sentences imposed for political offences were
particularly harsh --— one of the most nctorious was thq sentenca
of life imprisonment served on Harry Seidel, an Bast German
athlete who defected to the West when the Berlin wall was built
and subscquently organized a number of successful "escape
operations" in Berlin. Seidel was sentenced to life imprisoniment
on account of his "crimes against the peace".

NMore recently the State Council appear to have been tr*ying, to
implement their declared policy of enforcing "socialist legality” by

education and persuasion rather than by harsh retributive measures.
One result has been a noticeable decrease in the numbers of political

offenders served with prison sentences. Whereas over 1,000
prison sentences were noted in the West for 1961 and 1962, only‘
376 have so far been noted for 1965, Political offenders are still,
however, treated with considerably more severity than commori
criminals (who are now very often served with some kind of
suspended sentence ), In particular those charged with tpy'ing to
leave East Germany illegally {some of whom are now serving
their third term of imprisonment for the same offence) have
recently been receiving sentences of up to or more than 5 years'

imprisonment.

In the period between 1950 and 1960 there were a
number of acts of clemency (Gnadeaktionen )
granted to ordinary prisoners, some of which included those
sentenced for war crimes, but there was no amnesty for other

Amnesties

i

political prisoners, On October lst 1960 the State Council
proclaimed an amnesty which applied to: persons serving
sentences of up to one year; persons serving sentences of not
more than three years who had already served half of their
sentence; persons serving sentences of more than three

vears who had already served two thirds of their sentence
provided their behaviour indicated that they were, in future,
likely to observe "socialist legality”. Although this was not a
general amnesty many political prisoners were released.
According to Ulbricht, 16,000 prisoners were released and
among them 3,000 political prisoners, Some further releases
were made in July and August 1962 but the exact numbers are not
known., On October 7th 1964 Walter Ulbricht proclaimed a
further amnesty to celebrate the fifteenth anniversary of
Communist rule in East Germany and released approximately
13,000 prisoners. Some. but by no means all of these werpre
political offenders, In addition a number of political prisoners
have been released to West Germany since the Autumn of 1964
as a result of negotiations between the two German governments,
Press reports have estimated the total numbers involved to be
around 2,600, It is worth noting, however, that since there

has at no time been a general amnesty for political prisoners
certain prisoners some of whom have been in prison since the

forties and ecarly fifties have consistently failed to benefit from
any of these releases,

Numbers of In January 1950 the Soviet authorities handed

Political ovep{ to F;:he P ast German authorities the
- e 29,632 German prisoncrs then in Soviet
Prisoncrs custody with instructions that: 15,000 of these
were to be released at once; 3,432 as yet
unsentenced prisoners were to be tried before East German
courts {special tribunals were set up in the prison of Waldheim
for this purposec); 10,500 sentenced prisoners were to finish
their sentences in East German prisons and 649 were to be
transported to the Soviet Union for the same purpose. According
to these figurcs there were, therefore, some 13,000 prisoncrs
(the majority if not all of whom were political prisoners) in
FEast Germany in 1951, A few of thesc prisoners arc known still
to be in jail in East Germany -— including some sentenced for
membership of the banned SPD party and others who were sent
back from the Soviet Union as free men in the fifties.

Since the East German authorities have published no official
figures on political prisoners since 1950 accurate estimates of
the numbers subsequently imprisoned arce hard to make.




14 27,239 political sentences have been noted In the West since 1949,

(including: 13,821 sentences under Article 6 of the Constitution;
over 2,000 sentences against the sect of Jehovah's Witnesses;
4,800 sentences according to the Passport Laws 2,579 E;ente;nces
fop incitement ("Hetze") and 2,000 sentences for espionage  and
by 1960 it was estimated in the West that there were till some

2 .000 political prisoners in Bast German iails and labour cam DS.
On the reports of prisoners released 1 the 1960 Amnesty this
figure was ainended to 9,000 for 1961, More recently the n'umber*
of releases and the shorter sentences served makes an estimate
of between 6-8,000 appear realistic. At a recent press conference
Josef Streit, the Chief Public Prosecutor (Generalstaatsanwalt ),
told a West German journalist that there were now only 60U
political prisoners in East Germany. A representative fm:fm the
Ministry of Justice subsequently told our Amnesty International
representative that Herr Streit was, however, in fact referring
mainly to Republikflichriger (those arrested for trying to flee
the country) and not with the total number of political prisoners.

Chapter Three: THE JUDICIAL SYSTEM

"Socialist legality" in East Germany is closely
modelled on the '"revolutionary" or "socialist”
legality of the Soviet Union, According to S oviet
Marxist-Leninism the law is seen primarily as an mstrument for
the "comprehensive construction of socialism", The ppotectioin
of the rights of the individual, though mentioned in some laws,; 1S
of secondary importance to the central task of the law which 1s to
assist in the re-shaping and moulding of society as a whole., Thus
in the preamble to the Law on the Constitution of the Courts of
1963 it was clearly stated that:
"(East German) law has no aims different from and knows no
lepalities other than, those of the socialist system of society.
In 1961 Frau Hilde Benjamin, the Minister of Justice, enlarged on
this idea when she wrote in Ncue Deutschland, the leading East
German newspaper, that: |
"In the GDR the workers, the peoples' representative Asscmblies
and the jurists are constantly working under the lecadership of
the Party to perfect our law which we regard as a versatile,
conscious and readily manageable instrument for the construc-
tion of socialism."’

Socialist

Legality

1<

. Numbers coliected and suppliod by the Untersuchungsauschuss Freiheitlicher Juristen
in Bartin,

2. Gerichtsverfassungsqesetz 17,
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The leadership of the Party is justified on the grounds that
society as a whole is thought to need the direction of members
of the Party who, as the "vanguard of the people”, arce alone able
to intcerproet the various stages in the development of socialism
as they occur and so lead the rest of society in the right direction.
Thus judges were told in 1954 that:

""T'he decisions of the Central Committee of the Party of tho
working class always contain important guidance for all
State organs; above all they indicate particularly clearly
to the organs of justice the most important arcas to which
they must devote thelr attention at a particular time,

Rapid implementation in the light of such indications is an
unportant duty for all responsible members of the judiciary
and, in particular, judges, attorneys and notaries, "'

T'he official position was described particularly clearly by Herr

Josef Streit, the Procurator-Genceral, in 1958 when he wrote

in Ncue Justiz, the official East German law journal, that:

"Several judges and procurators are unclear about the

basic questions of ow policy. Functionaries of justice

have also come to a halt; they do not recognize completely
cnough that the two German states arc constantly influencing
cach other and that this is expressed in the class struggle

.+ .. 1t lecads them to a 'split' personality, where the judge
Oor procurator deviates from the Party member and does not
notice at all that he thereby ceases to be a functionary of
justice of the Workers' and Peasants' State, One sees hore
that the comrades are not clear about the questions of the
rclationship to the Party, They have not understood that
they carry a great rcsponsibility to the Party for they were
appointed to their functions in their capacity as comradaes
and as Party members they are subject to control by the

Party; they are answerable to the Party for all their
actions," 4

Party influence over a politically motivated judiciary is, then,

an acknowledged aim of the BEast German government; despite
the fact that the "independence of the judiciary" which is guaran-
teed in the constitution® remains on paper one of their cardinal
principlcs.
. Neue Juatli :

i 1994 p.J7. Hilde Benjamin "The 17th Plenary Sessicn of the SED and
the tasks of justice in the rural arecash,

<+ Noue Justiz © 1953 9.568. Josef Streit. "For a new way of working in the field

of justice = the work of a brigade in the County of Gera."

3. Article 127 of the Constitution states that,

1] T o T a - .
In the exercise of their function, the judges are independent and are bound
anly by the corstitution and the law "

Eii§



16 Judicial

The present judicial structure is defined in the
second chapter of the Law on the Constitution of
the Courts of 1963 referred to above. In each
rural district and town in East Germany there 18
a district court {Kreisgericht) which 1s responsible for trying

all cases of civil and criminal law 1n its area. District courts
are subordinated to county courts (Bezirksgerichte ) which are,

in turn, subordinated to the Supreme Court (Oberstes, gericht).
As the "highest organ of jurisdiction” the Supreme Court has
power not only to try the most important of the state's cases

but also to supervise the activities of all other courts and to 1ssue
ro them "directives and decrees” which must be obeyed.' There
is an inspection group (Inspektionsgruppe) attached to the
Supreme CGourt specifically for the purpose of supervising the
decisions of the lower courts.” Both County and Supreme Gourt
have the powepr officially to criticise the activities and decisions
of the lower courts and to change their individual final decisions. ?
Final decisions may only be reversed 1n this way as a result of
oxtraordinary appeals by the public Dposcecutor or by the Presi-
dent of the Courts and not by private individuals.

Until 1963 the courts were under the control of the Minister of
Justice. The 1963 law transferred responsibility to the Peoples’
Chamber (Volkskammer) and, between 1S sessions, to the
State Council (Staatsrat). Since the Peoples’ Chamber meets

Structure

only four or five times a year for one-day sessions, this means,

in effect, that the courts are now under the control of the
State Council. The State Council axercises control throughn
the Supreme Court which is bound to report rcgularly to the
Srate Council on the work of the courts, In its turn the
Srate Council may recommend to the Supreme Court the
"diprectives and decrees" it should issue to the courts, 4
Thus the State Council is in a position to cxercise regular and
effective control over the courts at every level.

Minor offences may also be dealt with by a Conflict or Arbitra-
rion Commission (Konflikt and Schiedskomission). These
Commissions have been established 1n most rural districts and
rowns and in factories and co-operative farms to deal with the
settlement of minor civil disputes and of offences against
" gsocialist cethics" such as work-shyness. The Commissioners

are laymen appointed by the Party (that 1S to say they are nominat

by the National Front and elected by the local Assemblies) for a
two-year period. ‘There may be anything from 2 to 1b members

|. Gerichtsverfassungsgesetlz 17 .4.63. Paragraph 17.
5 Geplohtsverfassungsgesetz 17.4.63, Paragrapb 2

3. Gerichtsverfassungsgesetz [7.4.53. Paragraph 3.
4. Gerichtsverfassungsgesetz 17.4.03. Paragraphs 11 and 1.
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polog ’1;1;6 C?mr_n}ssmns have authority to demand a §ub1ic

and i;lythegzﬂ Y CIFIZ?HF they may issue a public reprimand

makﬁe rood | ase 01’ t.“:lwl disputes, require the guilty party to
any damages caused. They do not have authority

to deal with any sen; 1%
r1ous civil or political c: ) .
any offender to prison. political cases or to commit
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1 he Legal cfit;fr legal profession is formally divided into

Profession bl erent categories so that a lawyer (Jurist)
e €comes, by profession, either a judge

(,R uihtep} Or a procurator (Staatsanwalt) orp
an advocate (Rechtsanwalt)

Judges

e ——————

age i;?f?ﬁﬁ? gut;lt@hlaw ml} judges must be at least 25 years of
at a recognised le ave completed a 5-year period of training
o the e aHSe egal establishment. The method laid down
" t:.lemoczgéiolgllr;]eer;fac?tfegiid%ﬁSsls e oney should be
o ' upreme Court judges
*j;:s;at;?:;gﬁll\ﬂs%camm‘em County Court judges bthli?{?%oig?yeleCted
Nmicioal District Asempies. T sy briet
o . Lot & _ : 1e actual process of
h?zLi;gzgftlfoelf?cfzmn” consists of approving a list of candidates
Council fCB}IP lthzugdted’ one for each vacancy, by the State
a0d the local upreme C.our*t and by the Ministry of Justice

| al commaittees of the National Front for the other

3 .
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office, cases, for a four-year term of

1 _ : . :
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the ] ,
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) ¢ law of th'e Constitution or in any way to have

,, ,:,:rvossly offended against their duties".® The "basi .

a judge" include an obligation to - . asic duties of

it - . . .
discharge his office in the interests of the working

c | is 1 eople,
nd the socialist state: . . . . . LO ¢stablish close bongs nf;ith

Egzi?z::;npgla?gﬁgle, display t&}ct and have an open ear for
5 «.... 1O gamn a deep insight into the laws
j. Gerichtsverfassungsgesetz. 17.4.53,
f. ibid.  Paragraphs 49 and 52,

D¢ 1bid. Paragraph 57.

Paragraph 1.
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of social development and master the fundamental principles
underlying the policy of the GDR."'
Failure to fulfil all or any of these duties may lead to the recall
(rermoval) of a judge by the assembly who elected him, acting on
rthe recommendation of the Minister of Justice, Commenting on
these provisions Dr lieinrich Toeplitz, President of the Supremeoe
Court, warncd that:

"Tho fixing of an clectoral period and the possibility of recall
dernonstrate that independence ol the judiciary which 1s ono Of
the basic principles of tho G DR must not be confused with
irrecmovability.'"?

[t is then evident that the appointment and continued tenure 1n
office of judges must depend on their gaining and retaining the
approval of the Party.

Procuraltors
The procurator is an unportant ficure in society wielding a
considerable amount of power., His duties are described in the

Act of the Procurator's Office (Staaltﬁaanwaltﬂchaftsges.-';etz) of

17.4.63. From this it is clcar that the procurator has a dual rolc
to perform: first he 1S responsible for appearing in court as public
prosecutor and for presenting the state's case against the accused,

and secondly he is responsible for supervising the general
implementation of socialist legality., This includes the super-
vision of the conduct of preliminary investigations, the execution

of prison sentences and the prisoner's eventual re-integration Into

society, Thus the procurator is responsible for all prisoners

and at all periods of their imprisonment. FHe also has the right O

lodge extraordinary appeals against final court sentences if he

considers any sentence to be illegal, Procurators are appointed
by and responsible to the Procurator-General (Generalstaatsanwalt)

who is, in turn, appointed by and responsible to the Peoples’
Chamber and the State Council.

Advocates
There is no similar description of the rights and duties of the

advocate. As the official defence counsel he is seldom cxpected to U§:

more than plead in court for clemency for nis client on such
gprounds as character Or mitigating circumstances, He i1s

generally unable to do more because his client will almost always

have made some statement adritting his guilt before the trial
takes place and because official theory, which allows for no

|, Gerichtsverfassungsgesetz. 17, 4,063, Paragraph 46,

2. Toeplitz: Law and Legisiation 1965 Nool, p.63. This magazine is published by the

F o

rssoalation of Democratic Lawyers in East Qerlirn and can be considered an official

pubiicatiﬁn.
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accused. This is o or the pre-trial investigation of the
olice undor the ar*m‘ec_i out 1n Bast Germany by the security
is no timétjlimit :rl\i:pﬁpw?’mr? ot the Prosecutor-General. There
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ne of which are observed in practice, ’

Article 1- = ; . *
muﬁtt;?aht}g 136 of the Constitution states that anyone arrested
the 1‘8'4lsonpig‘ught-befope a judge within 24 hours of arrest when
¢ or his arrest will be communicated to him h This

POV -
gpi:;néir;m; howeyep, not generally observed, None of the

mggpt ;ngwt}ri}sg CcCases we 'mvestigated in connection with this
him' LmtilL qfti;e;; bofovela judge or teld of the charge apainst

after the conclusion of the investi ' Ppi.

o at 100 1gation.,

¢ generally shown the indictment (Anklageschrift) only

bPinl}," a fow da ' A
vs before the ,
Keep even a copy. ir trial but were not allowed to

Prisoners

Therc is , |
iﬂfO?;f;dlan% suarantec that prisoners' relatives will be
Allowod to Cémbrﬁ;ﬁf‘r*etﬁt GPhttzat the prisoner himself will be
‘ 1cate either with the j
during the pre-trial j bl 1¢im or with a lawyer
- -trial investigation period 3

Who is responsible f : beriod. ‘I'he procurator
Oor arranging this, m : : ’

DCPMiss] ooy e S, may withhold his

ssion if he considers that the investigation will be affected




e o o {0 see
' esult None of the prisoners 11’1ter*vm?wd Was cllr?g;epdof h;s
on ?opcc)mn‘;unicme in any way whatsoecver with any fn?awver’ il
?gmily and most prisoners were not au?we:qt?pi?iir?s The only

| : eliminary investige ) i
. » conclusion of the pr , S srigation
dftf?oflh?naﬂv of the prisoners saw during the er;l:mgii?;’:‘: 24

) S : o . ] : —
pgpiod was the person who interrogated ‘””_"" .;r[ve sometimes
. rticularly families living in West Germany, ";'? he trial. for
l';)[‘?f‘:r:urﬂmed of the prisoner's arrest at the tmm;c’d;w p'ipg'ngp.ﬁ Fipst
, . SONeI

:Jther’f;; the first notification they received was the p
letter to them after his trial.

, _ ing the
Prisoners reported that interrogations took Qia*’iied‘;i;zgn
liminary investigation in an ordinary office in r sed. The
ppf‘x 1(?22’1%@1’*) with a fixed stool (Gchemel) for themagfélpg "
N0 -7 . . . ‘ ~y 4 .
i)[?lly pcople present were the acﬂusedaéif;;:lélii;i‘;@;g iccuged had
Whenever an additional person entered th may take place at
stand and to face the wall, Interrogations n _ S on end.
to stand dnf the day or night and may last for many houp on o
i }}OL}E}S 'ported that night time intcrrogations Wore Use
P?iiqﬂUil:pl;fliilr‘aaifatance. A prisoner W_O*-lld be tﬁ;'almd ffm ake
v PH At about half an hour after 'lights out’, kKept aw beforac
mtepmf'g?ltiggiyht andrpetur‘ned to his ccll only half an h?,ug tt?e |
thp?-ugi ‘ 11_,.'1 irf the morning. He would then be wakgn w1t. thon
othon ; IE;ZLEGPS prevented from slecping during the dag fgntmue
ztlzeﬁiignﬂd agair; the next night., This would sometimet
for several nights on end.

T ":"I_- 8
31 - 0 beoar on prisoncr
' ' 5 rgsure were brought t
arious forms of pres  prisons
dugi{;; in:(ﬁpr'opation. Most frequently these took the m

] ines: "You will be
rthreats. first to the prisoncr himself (along the lines: "X
_11‘1_3{ L k. ..r

: 4 3 W admit them
here until you admit your Ccrimes; you m1%hthab Wti}l; ar?‘xight b
‘i::;w:‘) then to his family and associates ("7T fy’nd b;atiné (1yf
1 ppeséed") and procecded to threats of torture a o X and he
aou don't talk to me I shall have to hdl"i:l yaupo?:;ﬁneps Were
3\:111 certainly be able to make you talk"), . I;lses of physical
shouted at by their interrogators but actua CeLly mape. espocially
o isonc rc extremely rare, es

R 3ing usced on prisoners d ) ~ le, an
leenggtbﬁégis Isolated cases occurred when, fGPbﬁu?iagp
;?11:2;1?::;}3&1:011 loét his temper and gi;vugkdatﬁgj?lﬁga Of Systematic

: Ave DCe SUuDJCCLO
1S claimed to have been s # . ape

E;;;?Sf I;p beating. In goencral it secins that prisoners

' * roughiou
subjected to psychological rather than physical pressurc th 4

the investigation period.

: : > prisoner to
The purpose of all interrogation is to Dﬂps?adeotglztpaléi e
confess his crimes, dospite the fact that ho hrahg Ze who persisted

been informed of the charges against him, O

t|

E:
7
%
i' .
i
i.
f__
%

Mt ng HaHA Rl Hh

il saying that they had no idea what

the whole thing was about
reported that theip interrog

ator eventually produced some small
item of information concerning, for example, the accused's

friendship with a certain person, ‘I'his person would then he
said to have admitted certain facts., This would then be used
by the interrogator to persuade the prisoner either to admit
whatever was suggested to him or to sign 4 statement produced

by his interrogator. No COpy of this signed statement was ever
given to the prisoner,

Common practice SEeems
rogation with periods of jsol
left alone in theip cells
time limit to the investi
prisoners will, ultimately,

O be to alternate periods of inter-
ation when prisoners are sometimes
for months on end. oince there is no

) period it seems inevitable that

| with the demands of their
mterrogators and make some kind of confession. They know
that no trial will be neld until they do so and this, therefore,
1s in the end the only way

In which they can hope to Cscape
from the isolation

» bsychological strain and scarching intep-~
rogations of the pre-trial period.

T'rials All trials are conducted bef

and two lay assessors who
responsible for

ore a professional judge

are, all three, jointly
delivering judgement on the defendant.

The election of lay assessors
above on the election of judges,
pOSSess votes of equal valye
outvote his decision it a

tend to agree with
judge,

follows the pattern outlined
Although the assessops

Lo that of the judge and Imay thus

ppcars that, in practice, the asse

SSOrs
the verdict of the professionally 8|

ualified

In addition to the state prosecutor and the official defence

counsel a representative from the defendant's place of work may

also appear as a "prosecutor for society" (Gesellschaftsanklégep)
Or as a "defense counsel forp society" (Gesellﬁ-;chaftsvepteidegep)
The State Council Decree of April 4th 1963 referred to above

laid the basis fop this practice and defined the details of jtg
operation, The

berson chosen to appear in coupt will be a
layman chosen b

y onc of the mass organizations or by the local
Assemnbly to represent their official view on
the accused, th

the character of
€ naturce of his crime and the punishment he
shiould receive, If the vie

W adopted by this group is unfavour -
able to the accused then a " prosecutorp for society" Mmay appear
and may speak, for oxam ple, of the anti-social attitude of the
dCcusod, his lazine

S5 at work, his anti-state remarks and general
charactep dafoets, if, on the othep hhand, the defendant 18, for




“Fy T Y171 ~ b o ' L
N0 gxample, a Party member or a pecrsorl whose previous behaviou

: U NS TAL .
hasg been exemplary rhen a "defence cmungm for :?oc:mty may "
appear and plead for clemency. In addition the "defence counso

£3.0.0.') for his time and trouble — of this 60% had to go to
the lawyers' collective and a small tax to the collegium, which
left him only 20 DM for himself. His client, he said, could not
expect much of a defence for that sum, There are even cases
in which the counsel assigned by the state has pleaded for the
maximum possible penalty to be imposed., In other cases the

FeTod . 3 the g oup he represents will
cociety" may proposc that the gr | |
o y ibility for the accused if the court does

agsume future respons
not send him to prison.

The declared purposc of this procedurc is to invf)lvel%ubégép
opinion in court docisions. Its full GQI‘IBGQUGQGFS‘ m:a; ?1;] wivhc}
hard to estimate, On rhe ana  hand a rfm_)m,:gc,nm 1_\1;(}_%
defends a prisoncr may well influenca'_tl'liu' ceuf;’t t(})*«ﬁ:;ef;spd
leniency; but, on the other, the pt)tentmlztﬁl’esv f:mh m onl;m;mity
Papty control both within the courts and within the C©

are also considerable,

According to the law all trials are hcld in p}ubllc, exce;kithe
thosc which endanger public;: gafety oD mopals - Nb?f]%f;d n
prisoncrs intcrviewed for this report can, howmrez | 'S fmm
have had a public trial, In somo cases the RUD}I}C ﬁfgf@ I A
admitted at all while in others, the '"show tmaﬂl& “}( 13;159 , |
admission was limited to invitoed 'gu(astﬁ. In E:QI‘HL rt:lx.zli:l ;O”
membaoers of the public were adrmt_tad only. de_n.?mFg t-hb 1r;11d -fcm e
ductory statcment by the QPOSEP:CUUGH and agqm L—.nr: 1L1 C-‘ufopm@d
sentencing. Prisoners' families were not g‘f,”?*’f“ ly _,,H} -*l‘}{)iwepg
of the datc and place of the trial. Pma—so}'u::b& farmfm;:vgam ere
nesident in West Germany and had been 11’1f9'r*jt_md ::J tb f"o;
place of trial were, as 4 pule, refused the visas necessanry

rhom before they could attend a court hearing in BEast Germany.

. B S— .
Only in very rare cases werc members of a prisoner’'s family
allowed to be present at his trial.

Political prisoncrs arc pepresented by a defanqe C(‘mt?tgf-la at
rheir trials. The law guammtef?g to every marn tl_l? rig ';L@p-
choose his own defence counsels., Not all thc? pmb?nep?eiv or-
viewed claimed this right and, of those who did, Gng a ‘.(t. v
allowed to be represented by the Iawyepﬁthey fmante 1.' v
been suggested that a lawyer can on}y pupresent a Cd]i[l]‘g be
can show cvidence of having been paid in aclvange mf : n"d Ay
account for some of the prisoners' requests being I{i uso_ hii;
authorities. Wherc a prisoncr docs not or cannot choose

own lawyer he 1s assigned one by the state.
Counscl assigned by the state did not gencrally make much

offort to defend the accused. Ona_ assigncd co_uns;al mld} _hlss o]
client that the state werce paying him 50U DM (very approximately

|. Gerichtsverfassungsgesctz. 17.4.,6%, Paragragh 4.
7. ibid., Paragraph O.
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defence counsel pleaded for some reduction of the sentence
asked for by the prosecutor, In no case did the counsel for the
defence whether assigned or chosen suggest that the accused
was not guilty, It is possible that political prisoners, who are
considered the worst elements in society (many prisoners were
told that their crime was more serious than that of a murderer
since he only killed one man whereas they wanted to destroy the
whole socioty) were especially inadequately represented and
that common criminals are better defended, We have, however,
no evidencce on this.

None of the prisoners interviewed considered that they had
had adeqguate opportunity to brief counsel before the trial.
Although most of them were allowaed to interview counsel
privately they were hampered by the fact that theyv had cither
not seecn, or sccen only briefly, the indictment to be uscd against
them., They were usually not allowed more than one interview
with counsel (especially an assigned counscl) and this generally
took place only a few days before the trial., In some cases the
first intervicew took place only a few minutes before the trial,
outside or actually within the precincts of the court, In these
cases and in some others counscel himself told the prisoner that
he had just been given a copy of the indictment and had thus not
had an opportunity of rcading it, Prisoners who thought of
calling defence witnesses at their trial tonded to be discouraged
by their counsel, Lack of legal advice and the sensc of hope-
lessness expericnced by most prisoncrs who, having already
cigned some statement admitting guilt, felt there was no point

in claiming their innocence, made any sort of adequate counrt
defence almost impossible,

It is worth noting that, in the course of our investigation for
this report, we have been unable to find any cases where the
accused in a political trial was found not guilty, Cases are
known where the accused has been released, either without trial
or after he had been sentenced in court to a term of imprison-
ment which he has already served during the investigation
period, but no cascs of actual court acquittal., It appears that
bo 1t is impossible to obiain a uniform rate of exchunge for East German currcncy.

The figures given are, in our estimation, approximately equal to the actual
value of East German money in tast Germany.




o4 the state is unwilling to bring any case in court before the evidencce
considercd nocessary for a verdict of guilty has been obtainecd in
the preliminary investigation,

Chapter Four . PRISON CON DITIONS

THE CONDITIONS under which political prisoners are Kept in
jail have varied very widely in the years since the establish-
ment of the Hast German state, There has been only one
constant factor: the view taken by the authorities that a
political prisoner is one who has cormnmitted the greatest crime
of all since he is, by their implication, a war-monger and thus
a mass-murderer., Apart from the radical improvements in
the penal system instituted since 1959 there have been ups and
downs depending on the economic viability of the state, the
political "line'" being followed at any particular time and the
inclinations and moods of the prison authorities and wanrders,
Thepe were differences in the treatment of political nrisoners
not only in different prisons at the same time but even within
the walls of a particular prison. kZven more noticeable
variations occurred throughout the prison system at particular
periods of economic stress or of political difficulty in the 1950s.

The Main Prisons Therei1sno single prison to which
political prisoners are sent. Political
prisoners are considered and treated as criminals and may,
thercfore, be allocated to any of the prisons in East Germany.
The only distinction is the distinction made between unsentenced
prisoners undergomng investigation (who are kept apart from
all other prisoners) and prisoners who are already sepving
rheir sentences, One of the more important prisons fop
prisoners awaiting trial is the central remand prison of the
State Security service in Berlin — Hohenschtnhausen, Here,
in a new building constructed for the purpose since the war,
prisoners undergoing investigation are detained cither in con-
ditions of solitary confinement or in cells with one other person.

The more important of the prisons to which sentenced
political prisoners have been sent are; Brandenburg-Gorden,
Bautzen 1 and Bautzen II, Torgau, Waldheim, Cottbus, Gorlitz
and Hoheneck. Of recent years almost all long-term prisoners
(many of them politicals) have been sent Lo Brandenburg which 1s
a large prison built in the 1930s to house 1,400, and now holding
approximatcly 2,000, prisoners. In the 1950s many political
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prisoners were sent to Bautzen I (which is situated thirty miles
Hast of Dresden ) having been used as a concentration Camp
bolth un‘dev Hitler and during the immediate POSt-war period
this prison has a particularly bad reputation. Baui:zen IT {in
’L'hf? town of Bautzen) also has the Péputation of ‘beinp a hard
pmapn and 1s the prison to which those who are co;asideved
particularly dangerous enemies of the East German state
are olften sent, Prisoners may also be E;em:'to a .laboup
camp- (Haftapbeits;lagep) LO serve part or all of ::l"séir' Sen -
tence&s: Conditions in the camps tend to be better than in
the pmson‘&s; Security arrangements are mope limited but
the work is very hard. LLong term political prisoners are
however, rarely sent to labour camps, presumably becauqe’
they are not considered reliable enough, ' |

_Wzthin the framework of this report it 1s not possible to
give a complete account of conditions within all thé prisons
and labour camps in East Germany. We have thepefmﬂea
chpgen LO concentrate on conditions in Brandenburg after
1960 although, for the purpose of comparison, references
l'mve' been made to conditions in other prisons and in J
cearlier years, We should, however, stress tl*:af this reponpt
c:ar}not attempt to convey the monstrous conditions under;
which many political prisoners have spent up to fifteen
yedars in krast German jails. In general we have avoided
gl.vmg speclfic dates for the reason that prisoners who are
g{agrwed of wp'itmg materials are unable to keep a diary: .
a;e;;};egfléz?tmma d5 [0 lime can be accurate only within

ation The design of Brandenburg prison in
| | the early 1930s incorporated the
newest ideas in penology. A book published at the time
iiys tffat the cells then provided were "normal cells with
22 cut?lc: metres of air space {for strict solitary confine-
ment by both day and night)"; ‘"sleeping cells with 15 cubic
metp‘es of air space (for the night-time accommodation of
f prisoner working in community during the day)": and
communal cells for four men and cornmunal GéllS! for six
men each (thus small community rooms — for prisoners'
daccommodation during both day and night)",

.Many structural changes have bcen made in the prison
since then. But it is clear that the normal cells men-
tioned al?cave dreé now called "Drei-Mann-Zellen" and hold
three prisoners (they werpre occupicd by up to five pPrisoncrs

be For a i st kns sty
» TOr a list of known laboup camps sew Appendix I,

25




20

in the carly part of the 1950s), The sleepi{ig beiiléﬁl mﬁ)[;%{smefatep
Y B } &3 3 ‘ ' | @ \ \31 .
. : . - O prisoners in the mi
above were occupled by two | _ imooked fonathor
sse sleeping cclls at a time were knocke g
three of these sleeping cco | | 1 DORE s
to take first eight and then si1x prisoners, As dgamgt tEe £ 72
cubic metres of air spacce considered ncecessary for _eaié ”
prisoner in the 1930s, six prisoners now have a tﬁtal(fgp
: - ‘ DAC The size of other cells
cubic metres of air space, ° _ Foeeiis |
single occupancy or for up to 15 prisoners) is Pﬂjiéﬁilzi}y 1
pp@bﬁvtion. In other prisons, halls havg been %ﬁ;pe ey ate
' 50 prisoners at a time, - s
accommodate up to 250 i i S
- ‘ exercise
- : cated; except for rhe daily
slept, washed and defe ; e ’
perviojd (not more than half an hour), non-wo:rvk‘mg L?I‘ISC)I}E}PS
spent the 24 hours of every day in these conditions.

There may now be a table 1n eaqh cell, with Ha f.?t{;mb;gr
each prisoner, Othier*wis;e thgf fizrsézzepf;};:;;ﬁtzlt?mugh .,nge
(usually wooden with a ase - planks, < ugl or

ST I ¢ 5 with steel springing have been introduced in
Egggdgﬂ.begZdyfiing include[; a mattress (generally a tit;:;v sack
in the 1950s, now made of sea grass) and twq or nree
blankets during the summer mﬂn'ﬁl'ls. An addllf:mnap @ be
15 usually issued in winter, Blankets do r?}c}t me?cipﬂoheneclr
cleanced at regular intervals; a wcmarz pPrisoner a t_ .
until 1965 reports that her blankets were $ha}_cenﬂ ou -
occasionally but neither washed nor changed in be?’??d‘y ;t i.cj
As from the end of the 1950s bed linen has been provided; g
changed roughly at monthly intervals.

. N J- 1 a . 111
Although cell windows walled up with gldss bricks *arﬁetl.}ef
usual in some prisons where prisoners arce kept during tie

' 3 V] 5 Cé encd
pre-trial investigation period, most cell windows can be op

to the extent of about 20 cm. At timgs, cell wmcliowexml;};em

been fitted with projecting Shut_ter’s which pr'e_vent t}{? $ 1

from looking out, While there is central laeatflng dum;:)gbe

winter months, this is considered by many pms?gézga O onally

inadequate, A general l:—:;ck o{] fuizlpﬁ;er;igééhsp - Sin ‘i“cmpau
yvents central heating for shorte ¢! ' Y |

gzirﬁgttzg(‘f;imep of 1962/63) for the wholeiwmtev. h Aog“lnet;z?d in

use to save fucl during the 1950s WatS to 5W_1tch on the

heating only for two three-hour pceriods daily.

Sanitary

Some larger cells are now fitted with running
Facilities

wator and W,C., but the lavatory facilities in
many cells still consist of buckets, They are
no lenger made of earthenware (which was
sometimes cracked) and ape now generally provided with lids.
BEx-prisoners complain that the amount and regularity of bucket
chlorination depends on the mood of the warders. The size of
the buckets or their number is still frequently insufficient.

are empticed once daily in the case of working prisoners who are
assumed to have an Opportunity of using the lavatories at their
placc of work, Fop other prisoners, the rules provide for the
twice-~daily cmptying of the buckets, although again this depends

on the mood of the warders, Prisoners now make their own
lavatory paper from newspapers,

Prisoners in cells without running water each have g jug which
15 fi1lled daily with sevepal litres of water to sepve all drinking
and washing purposes. They wash in an enamelled or metal
basin; at one time this basin was the general nold-all and had

to be used, for instance, to contain the potatoes distributed at
lunchtime. Working prisoners can now buy toilet requisites
from the prison shop, which ma

vV Include soap, nailbrush, comb,
toothbrush, block of tooth cleaner and shaving things. In earlier
years they were supplied with S0ap and a wooden toothbrush
and a comb where necessary |

prisoncers with life sentences had
shavoed heads during the eanrly 1950s). There are also wash -

’OOmsS to which the inmates of cells without running water may
be brought to wash daily. The time allowed for about 50
prisoners to wash in a washroom containing 14 handbasins is
15 minutes., As g general rule, prisoncrs apo taken to have a
weekly shower, although non-working prisoncrs cven in the
1960s arec frequently allowed to shower only once a fortnight,
Working prisoners cngaged in particularly dirty (carpentry

shop, boiler-house, cutside WOPrKk gencrally) or dangerous wopk

have daily showers, Baths are available on medical
prescription only.

Women prisoncrs ape now given
towels., In the 1950s, menstruatin

male wardersg distributed them on
manner,

a monthly supply of sanitary
£ women had to request them:
¢c at a time in a humiliating

Clothing

The prisoner's clothing consists of old, dyed
uniform picces with coloured stripes,

Cap, a collarless shirt, underpants
(footrags in the 1950s) and

rule during the 1950s, are

» @ handkerchief, socks
shocs., Wooden shoes, which were the
still worn by Mmany non-working

27




28 prisoners. Additional clothing may now be issued during the

winter, such as a coat (as frormnm 19632), gloveﬁ_'(sl?n;et1$?1iieinly
on medical prescription), scarf, waddegl ur*{devjap e , p_cs en;aﬂpd
or vest., Depending on the worl«:. on which the pf’*lsomépt;%kmé)m#
he may also have a working umfopr}'l (often made © Srok :
and working shoes, in addition to his cell c:lc)thatia._ > the
under-clothing is 1ssued weekly (usually at the tlme{j}(‘iwr
weekly shower), except in the C:ff—lge of some nagl--wgepmgtheg
nrisoners who are given a fortnightly c{aange O m}n . é. " 65,
No clear pattern emerges for the cleammg Or exc 1an%pe oo
outer garments. In the early 1950s c:er*tes—:m].y iheyt WEQ

z - iritervals varying betwee =3
s\;{hegr?gifpifiiﬁi w?:}r*king clothes have been issued they arce kept

clean: in some instances they are washed weekly, in others when

necessary., Some ex-prisoners have moentioned house-shocs
or slippers as part of their equipment,

: : ~ 115 e
Women prisoners wore men's clothes until the_mmlﬁdlé lgjat‘fég
In Waldheim in 1953/54, for instance, the clothing li’i’uzne A5
one thin grey ticking uniform (male), one marl s ?’egqick:é and
brassicre, one pair of knickers, one pailr of 1:1'1{31:1 Sh:ulgf}OS
wooden shoes, Women prisoners in Hoheneck in t e d- ' es
are outfitted with three sets of underclothes, tWE mightd;jﬁ S,
three pairs of stockings, two slips, thxi:ee Zpiiilizeq&gscarf o
1 e towels, onc scart and onc¢ heads ,
suspender belt, throe hand bolice -
__ o They wear a second-hand p
shoes and housce~shoes. They | . 111 stripes. Their
i ] has a skirt) with vellow stripes.
womarn's uniform (which P L
lincn bears identifying marks and may be scnt to the laundry
weekly.

HFood The quality and quantity of the¢ prisoners' f%(?o'(?:;
' varied greatly. Rations gencrally are rmzvl 31\;1?
into workers! rations, non-vgopher’s;{ xjagtlf;r;g;:igpll;?f;g aagd

at) rd labour or for work 1n ee ,
;?élimé?eif:gp h’le']'ihs three meals a day basically c?nsmli_ Gihbrécaéad
and coffee substitute {Ersatzkaffce) E:}t bpeal{faft, e(aj ;gtés )
"Eintopf" {(in German houschold .coalﬁ';m'g the term \ znd e
thickish soup containing all the ingredients ——.me? ne
tables — normally served scapavgtely at lunch--t_:lmel , é]dition y
bread and coffee substitute again at S%DIL;%E}{ wblﬁte]at;e(scmvapz_

' 3 rgarine and sausage. ‘

EEZEITZ ggaf?:e E;ye bread of a type although not 0;: l(:ihe cll::.lailéty
aaten in German households) is the bread gpc)\u e_ ‘:oneps'
not now rationed except for some nqn—weivkmg pris n ei’ght
in earlier years the daily bread ration did not exce

slices, The coffec substitute is sweetoned:
also a weekly pration of sugar {about 50 grammes), A
portion of jam {(about 50 grammes) is now issued twice
weekly, Generally prisoneps rececive a 30 to 50 gramme
portion of sausage every second day:; some working prisoneprs

get a daily sausage ration. On the other hand, it appears

that non-working Prisoners may be given only margarine on
si¥x days of the week,

with a slice of sausage instead on the
seventh, DButter may replace margarine once op twice a
week, The cold food (bread, margarine, sausage) is as a
rule issued in bulk once g day, at lunch- op supper-tirme,
and is apportioned at the discretion of the prisoner him-
self, An ex-prisoner with medical training remarks that
fats {margarine, occasionall

nutrients in comparativel

quality is deplorable (margarine found faulty after manu-
facture, stale butter). Blood sausage (Blutwurst) and &
large sausage made of finely minced waste products are
the two types of sausage supplied. Cheese is a rarity: it
may appear two or three tirmmes g vear, 'There are neithep
CEEs nor milk except as part of medically prescribed diets.

The lunch-time "Eintopf" contains little
a thin soup of vegetables such as cabbage, carrots, peas,
turnips and potatoes (during the occasional potato famines
prisoners are given no potatoes whatsoever ). The SOup
may also be thickened with barley or rice. While prisonenrs
generally are given a second helping of soup on reqguest,
this does not apply to non-working prisoners.

theroe is now

Or no rneat; it is

On Sundays and possibly also on one othe
lunch may now consist of Separately-cooked potatoes (boiled
In their skins or peeled and boiled), vegetables (mainly
cabbage) and a small portion of meat {often minced, in the
form of a hamburger) with sauce. 'T'here is no pudding
©Xcept on very rare occasions, Fruit has been served about
onnice a month as from 1962: in general it is available only

during periods of glut. There may be tea instead of coffee
substitute on Sundays.

r day a wecek,

It is clear that this diet is seriousd

It is also clesar that working prisoners arpe very much better
fed than non-workers: some working prisoners have even been
given an additional oatmeal soup before the stapt of each
shift, In addition, working prisoncrs have the opportunity of
supplementing their diet with food bought in the prison shop
from their carnings. Working prisoners are forbidden to

y deficient in vitamins.




30 share food with their non-working fellows; any infringement of

The state-owned i c
. ) * - enterprise also - . : |
this rule is punished, | , f 2 & pPays the prisoners' wapesa -
- ! the same rate as that payvable abes at

Lo civilian work -
collective wage a m * ' ) ers under the
: . . _ . . = Ine 3 S :
Prison The prison shop is part of the complex of state- -. & sleements in force at the time, However,

the regulations co i -
| et el _, | . vering the emplo 2 ' :
- . owned rctail shops known as "H.O." (Handels- R > ployment of prisoners :
Shopping N Gt s pr 1 anisation) and stocks for the deduction by the prison authorities of provide
organisation -— trade organisation) and s for the prisonep's keep.! The sum - 'S O a sum to pay
) - . . » » . :_1 I_ - 1 . . ,. . - S . . _

| items S'U(’.t:h as wmtzfng materials, stamps this purpose is 759 of the prig m’m fact deducted fop
shoelaces, toilet requisites and cigarcttes and tobacco apart of the remaining 259 brisoner’s wages, The allocation
from food., The food on offer appears to depend on the goods /9

in plentiful supply or surplus to requirements outside the prison ulations,  Half of it goes in suppopt

ayments ; .. ,
walls., It may include sausage and tinned sausage, margarine, : ;ngeiit;;(;;hleiagfésfgtmf_? family or other persons for whose
lard, jam, sugar, sweets, biscuilts, pickled vegetables and tinned no family iﬂ*F?ac;t o r, 1 h:e has no dependants or, possibly,
fish. On one occasion prisoners were instructed to buy smoked is handed to the P;zrmany, 18 put into a reserve fund which
fish for immediate consumption — it would have gone bad over according to the; 5@ ) (i?fp Ofl mleaj“:ﬁe)* OUne quarter 13,
the weekend in the civilian shops nearby, The shop has f{ruit and DPisonep:S relonon .,guT..-.; 10?'5,: kc—z:pt 1 a reserve fund for the
onions two or three times a year, depending on harvest con- the prisonep's .g:‘phbg.s wam ;”}’*} aquarter (which is 6,25% of
ditions, On two or three exceptional occasions over the years, } although deduct;mns . ggz 15’ the_mjm“ﬂ*m’”ﬂ spending money,
small portions of roast chicken were offered for sale at a ;. (Ausschuss) from the .i.,-ﬁ( nfdfie from this for rejects
very high price, The provision of a dining room in which ' payable by the pbiéc;zqépl?mep 3 wo?k or for compensation
lunch is eaten in Brandenburg as from about 1961 (until then (this provision r;-.’r.‘-itm?all 531‘: Ehe crime he has committed
all meals were eaten in the cells) has meant that a counter prisoners ), The eaghy Q{jt.’_n(}tpften affect political
is available there for the selection of purchases, Ex-prisoners each month natupalfy dgsimd in fact reccived by the prisoner
say that this is a great improvement on the earlier system of he is engaged: an ewepggg ggf;r;cthi%'t{]?ebaf Sx;or}la on which

o CoevEbas > mig ¢ DMI5.- to

ver appro - § 2y . .
might reach E;M FODD.-X}?STH é_l.O.D;w), _‘d}Ehngfl the figure
eéchnical spccialists and might

sink as low as DM 10 f P
. As .~ Tor physically hard w : v -
untrained manual labourp. v ork classcd as

TTEPERPRE N R T TN HH | W HITHH || L i Ll emeeonen e o

ordering from a list, which often meant the receipt of items _jf' DM 20, - {

other than those ordered.

Work In the prisoner's life in jail, the work assigned to

' him plays a large part. According to the authorities, } _
his chances of an early release depend very largely on whether } E’NSOHGPS who worked in the DIrison
he carries out his duties to their satisfaction. While prisoners | “stimate that Brandenburg is almost if
who had been given life sentences (many if not most of them SUpporting as a result of the de
political prisoners) were refused permission to work during }_“QGP- Other prisons such as Waldheim, Cotth Bt
the early 1950s, on the grounds that such arch-criminals as Bef‘lin—Rummelsbupg, with a campﬁmativ:&l h1 ESJ 1tit.¢:ow and
they were did not deserve to work, this principle appears ito short-term prisoners, arc unlikelér t(j bo Sfflf - tuanv@p of
have been re-thought towards the end of the decade. The the samo extent, On the other hand the labo o e Lo
conclusion reached was that the labour potential represented (Haftarbeitslager) are likely to b even n;cweméfi‘am?s "
by long-term prisoners particularly should be exploited, This ;1. Security measures and the number of guards ¢ oeag L that
cdecision has been put into effect with groeat thoroughness. reduced to a minimum, " S émployed are

dCCOUNts department
not entircly self-
ductions made fop the prisoneprsg!

Prisoners are engaged in a wide variety of jobs, usually In In 1964, Brandenburg brisoncrs might be employaed
branches of state-owned enterprises (their names all bear the _ rljl;]anufacture of tractors (Werk IV of ﬁl@ Bpanré:lp Ogbd o the
prefix VEB — volkseigener Betrieb) set up within the prison  lraktorcnwerk — BTW), the manufacturce of 1??; hon fuons
walls, The statc-owned enterprisc supplies the necessary ture for oxport (Branch of the tlolzverarbeitun 1 Cﬁhen furni-
machinery and the technical management and pays rcent to the — HVB, orBurger Kichenwerke — VEB). op tﬁswe}::ke Dure
prison authorities for the building or space occupied as well . Oof uniforms and radiation suj ’ © Mmanufacture

as a sum to cover the provision of personnel for guard duties. | Bbkl@lduﬂgswepke—-—BBW) | Burger

. Verordnung Gber die - lhere was also a department
wrerdnung deer die beschaftigung von Strafgefangenen, 3.4.50




32 producing electric motors

(Elmo — Elektromotorenabteilung )
N * , rirtschaftliche
an agricultural production m-ﬂpﬂgﬁ;’iwe (hlgl“‘i:jigig or cobbler's
- - 3 -1 shnoe-~ITe
- : : ssenschaft — LPG), a |
ppc}dUktanggenObse | . e _ - ape for e}{poptj a3
shop, a toy factory producing scale-model tot and East
laundr*y engaged in contract work for the o0V ( ¢ ‘Pi‘:‘(};’l  dustoy)
~epman army and the Stahlwerk Brandenburg a Pb =t Au. and a
(*J:I;;eil ;::E.; gepvicing the prison itself, a techmf:f} ] lldi’iﬁn t;adesﬂ-
?} eau of standards, Other prisoners wele engage o o
' ‘L:, e * . N -
rr?:n‘sa work {(manufacture or pepair) for t_lliliﬂ"iﬁﬂﬂ d ‘
in the cleaning and maintenance of the prison.

arious times and in
. | - that, at various Ll .
Prisoners have reported slators, technical

1 r't Lni
different prisons, ‘Ao wgplkﬁc(iz*?;i;:; metal-workers, weavers,
' 25 ' e = Ns, ele C » bt | | -
cruchtsimen, gardeners, . | e enco.
S?;ch%an lmlp: and clothes-menders. In C_c::ttbus,gi;a:; A;
upholstered furniture was manufactuveld#fo? ex}p@nq. N
Viegsrs, Carl 4Le1ss . |
¥ soner reports that M 2ls) ena O opted
?};qu; factory in Torgau, Parts forj Bov}etm tmékﬁ nadr;i buppg
) hl*r'we been included in the production of tlxe ‘“;wr}:s i.ncludeg
- {1:,01'* factory work performed by wornen pma;m me e
-~ - a . o .‘ - . g
Eﬁzcmm‘mfﬂmtur’e of lingerie and hallpoint penfg ;Dns‘g uel
Daper -*’-:-sh{}pping bags, the assembly of electric 1 _
rechnical translation. |
are, in principle, sub;;ect‘w the Eailme
rhe employment of worrk@?a; |
In practice these regulations do

soap to be enforced, Industrial safety mea?m’e?’ i:s? they
not apped re peported to be minimal; where they exist, \
madlmmwofdslsfch aLrlatuPe as to slow down the possible '?Et%l; -
ilrfesif:tsnozasea orisoners frequently prefer to run the is

' ' ] h1eir limited
coidents rather than risk any reduction in thel

y.'

] ] 3 ighest
wepre told at the time that their accident platf;, v;ilat{;:h:aéi g
in Bast Germany. Machiner*y_is uaua}ly 0 d:e nmp 0 S er
antiquated: most of the machinery used to €q _

] s re-established 1n
Rekleidungswerke enterprise when it was 1'c establish

n spair jobs are carried
» built ] Emergency repair job
ad been built in 1914, - CeAry SPANG
g‘:g:le?gxisting machinery because of lack of Em ni?gys inzdequme
rts. Lighting, heating and ventilation are frequ -
p;.':i vt g : 3

' ) ' 3 norms set.
for the particular job, especially in view of the high

working conditions
rules as those which govern
generally in Bast Germany.

According to prison rules the

Various forms of punishment arc 1n“1r_;l_mS e
not at least fulfil their quota, Confli f g e atry
apise between the civilian management o1 a i

other on the question of the norms., The civilian management 33
is naturally interested in both an over-fulfilment of the norm
and the greatest possible reduction of the time allowed. While
the prison authorities are also interested in seeing that the
norm 1s over-fulfilled, any reduction in the norm time
reduces the 75% of the prisoner's wages payable for his
kKeep., This may be taken to explain the fact that prisoners!
resistance to a reduction of the norm time in thhe tractopr
factory in 1962 was not opposed by the prison authorities;
on the contrary, prisoners wepre permitted to discuss the
maiter openly at production meetings {which they were
forced to attend regularly). Other conflicts arise as a
result of special shifts on oundays and holidays, so that
warders who normally have the day off have to do guard
duty, and the intensive general Inspection occasionally
carried out by the prison authorities during which no work
can be done. Since rnany state enterprigses with branches
within prison walls appear to rely on the work extracted
from prisoners to fulfil the overall annual quota for the
concern as such, civilian pressure has been successfully
brought to bear on the prison authoritics to limit the number
of such gceneral inspections very strictly,

Apart from the thrcat cof punishmoent or reduction in
spending money and of an adverse entry on the prisoner's
file, prisoncrs are exhorted to work hard by promises of
incentive bonuses (cash payments of DMI10. - op DM 15, -
from which no deductions whatsocver are made and which
are thus available as additional spending money — the
regulations governing the employment of prisoncrs spccifically
provide for such cash incentives) and of favourable entries
on the prisoner's file. Prisoners arc told that theip
performance on the job will count in theip favour when
appeals for a remission of their sentences are being con-
sidered; in fact the regulations provide that therc¢ shall be
a one-day remission of sentence for every two days on
which the prisoner, being of general good behaviour, has
regularly carried out the work assignoed to him.,

A short history of Brandenburg's clothing factory in the
1960s may serve to illustrate working conditions., The
factory initially manufactured blue uniforms for the German
Red Cross bearing the abbreviation DRK (Deutches Rotes
Kreuz), The initials were later changed to read DAK
(Deutsche Arbeitskleidung — Germarn Working Clothes):
prisoners report that these clothes were supplied to African




libepration armics who addced the necessdary badges to turn them
into uniforms. 10-hour shifts ([instcad of the na?mal §-hour
shifts) working undcer ¢cxXtreme pressure werc mtr*od.uced to
sew thousands of Anoraks (Windjacken} at h1g‘h S{J@Gd;.
prisoners later realised that thia—zs was at Fl*le t1me f)f thf?‘
building of the Berlin wall. Thao pvagiuc‘:tmn gvogr:ummc, .._ ,
then clfang,ed to the manufacture of PEAd:{.E{tlQn suits SB 61 (Schutz-
Beokleidung 1961 —— protective clothing 1961) f_m:' the ar*nf}y and |

the State Sccurity Police from a 1{?:{51cl-cor}tammg I”Ubb(il_" fabr*_m
with wooden fasteners. A nitro gsolution is used as a'n_ adheiwe
to glue re-inforcing strips over all sse_amss on the mﬁme ff t fe‘:ﬂ .
garments., Prisoners employed on this qab werae, bg@amjcz of the
élj"(._’:&;}t danger to health involved, given skim m‘llk (milk dofcals, not
fOPIM part of the prison dict) and a longer 1?01"10(:1 f::f oggn-—azﬂnr’*f 1
exercise, In spite of thése measures prisoners on all”sm 1;5
were soon affected by a skin disease which they f:alled _Pubpezv
fleas" (Gummiflohe) in the form of intolerably itchy pzmcplgs )
spreading rapidly over the whclg body,_ 'I_‘he affe*cted prle?r1€z;
were treated by being painted with a 11qu}d SOIQFIOQ frr?m!}ea
ro toe. To prevent the further spread of the dmenase AP range -
ments were then made for the issue of EBDBI’E&FE aetf-:i o} o
clothing for wear at work and in the cells; pmsorlrem:_ change
their clothing in a special shower P'GDITI ;;mc:} tDDk*d shiower
there after work, Many of the exX ~prisoners interviewed

complain bitterly that these and other similar welfare measures,

fopced on the prison authorities to prevent t}.m collapse of thfil
labour force, are shown tO visiting cummm_e:}crma who may wﬁ

be impressed because they think such provisions are generatly
applied to all prisoners.

Supervisory jobs rend to be held by criminal rather qthan
political prisoners although the pressures of norm over-
fulfilment and the interest of the prison authom}:m&sﬁm keeping
prisoners' wages at & high level have or occasion forced t.hem
to accept the employment of political pms?o_nepg with Supe_mcm
mental or technical abilities in these positions. .S(m?e ex-
prisoners who were aimong the very &1:151311 mmemty cngaged in
intellectual work report a deliberate cwcgmven‘tlon af. patent
and copy-right laws in that text-~-books pmntgd in foreign ,_
languages are taken apart, cach page photeceplfz‘:d and then tﬂpdns-
1ated for use in East German industry. Technical draughtsmen
are employed to re-draw patent drawings.

According to the regulations quoted throughout goveppmg the
employment of prisoners, prisoners shall work only 1if 'they*
agree to do so. In fact, prisoners are of‘fexﬁed no qhmce in
the matter. Becausc Of minimal food rations supplied to

non-working prisoners, few prisoncrs make the attempt to
refuse to work, Those who do are punished by periods of
up to 21 days' incarccration in spccial cells (Arrest),
during which they may be given a warm meal on only every
third day or, in extreme cases, denied any form of food and
drink, Old, sick or crippled prisoncrs who are unfit fop
many of the jobs described earlier may still usefully be
cmployed in the toy factory., Tho remainder who for rcecasons
of health or age (some are blind, some war-disabled) are
excmpt from work number 200 to 250 in Brandenburg, which
ha:'a a prison population of approximately 2,000. Non-working
prisoncrs naturally have no spending money with which to
supplement their meagre diet, although, as a special con-
cession, prisoncers over the age of 65 who are considered to
be of good bechaviour may be pcrmitted to receive a monthly
allowance of DM 10 from their families ag spending money.
A prison rule which forbids working prisoners to sharc
their food with non-working prisoners is very strictly
cnforced and punishment is meted out for any infringement.
The differential trcatment for non-working pz'*if-:mnepé extends
to all aspects of prison life and is referred to on otherp
occasions in this report, We feel justified in stating clcarly
that the pressures exerted are such as to produce a system
of forced labour throughout East Germany's jails,

Medical Prisoners injured in the course of their work or

Care tr_JDSe who fall sick must report to a warder on
———— his morning rounds (no regular medical

inspections are carried aut) who will decide
whether or not the prisoner should be allowed to see a
doctor. There are many instances of delays lasting several
days before the warder concerned permits the prisoner to
attend for medical examination.

BEvery East German prison, with the exception of some
which are used only for prisoners under pre-trial inter-
rogation, contains a hospital department. Klein-Meusdopf
near Lieipzig 1s the only prison hospital as such. Seriously
111 prisoners who are not too ill to be moved rnay be trans-
ferred to Klein-Meusdorf for treatment there, Tubercular
and psychiatric cases may be transferred to the hospital
department of Waldheim prison, in which there are about 240
beds. All other cases are normally treated as in- or out-

Pjatientﬁ by the hospital departments attached to the pPrison
I which they are serving their sentence,

The Brandenburg hospital department has about 85 beds in




, e The spital depart-
cells for two, three, four or mnﬁepgat;?n;i.mjl 2,2;-22%5?: uguilly
ment ??giaiiva;gsfmi) rr['?zlcl?gg{l tx:aining. There are at1§§ about
. C L c ' . . :
?ﬁ?{‘?tg:avdepg who are responsible fm? ﬂlfmgfgffw;ygzigbers
hospital departiath:: vor W?I‘l dz g:_;?ur‘;ci:ti}ll of these have had
O e mequﬁ P ;on the radiologist and the QHP*HOEE*&I’IF"*T
case of t{:@.,&’;’}sf) or monthly (the dermatologist, thg‘i oculis
throat Spwcﬁ ]-Lfedic surgeon) for about an hour at .;:1 tlmﬁ‘h
?%m otgt(?c?af;l*igggndg for a couple of hours every f?;;g;; take
" - sxaminations and treatments invapiably bt
D?Ct?F‘SI 51; lt__E;:e;;sézmocémgamler’Ei; this circ_umst:—:mcedcl; ‘ﬂéﬁlel
place i EE)hcmt time they spend in the prison pmvgnt;m
o ‘tll?{fnvﬁzit;va from establishing any proper d‘:‘moptfhp;tlghmp
Clﬁ? giiﬁ"ﬂ‘lip The consultants are ‘um,-_lble to EHS[Lm?mt o
?rié?ruat?c:nai apre carried out in their absence. 1 14dct,

carried our,

' =' 3 includes two
The hospital department 1in Bpandcnbutﬁgmlg pudes ™ i &
1'1bo£*'ator’ies rtwo X-ray rooms, an opera D e
C C 1 s FOOT - | o
preparation rooimn, a gterilising room, two tre

3G , two offices,
4 bathroom containing four baths, a massage roolTl

. ms for
a dental surgery, a dental_m?c:hf_}?1{;3;;“1;22?3511tt;;eﬁemljc}; o

the storaie O ptﬁiﬁgigeutfﬁhi’uéh the technical equipment }5
e and cEJ1 éiiaf-(;iate'(instvuments for serious .l?tiipna';ogrto
hmlted d{?r ons are borrowed from outside hospitals) N 1901
200 oporations were carried out in Brandenburg beuween 1961
i l%%{;li an']ior*e than half of them as a ‘Pesult of a?ﬁl{?@}; Juinal
{‘anfluding:, appendectomies, tonsillectomies, hernia and 1ng

inc APPY

nurse and an anaesthetist are imported tjo aafifitgégetgéwlmn
G son in difficult operations; or; thesc_,- ocge:_ ons the .
QUP%LD; o to great lengths to en&suf’f‘% that there 1S
?jz?s;giongbetween prisoners and CiVlhﬁl’lS.

. . I g g 1 i

) Arge
: the population at large,
: as good as that of
health appears to be Y

’ 5 s had
with the exception of long-term prisoners whose teeth

* ‘ ING 3 praised
frequently been knnocked out. Many ex-prisoners have p

“e eoxcellent work of the prisoner employed as a fdggt;s;t t;]r;
. GS{ burg. There is praise, also, for the c:c::ur'cag S
Bp'a“r;ninpﬁ m;jlrm worked as doctors; they am_, Saéd tgft;n
Egllﬁeved the impossible in the face of great odds,

endangering themselves by their persistence in trying to
Improve conditions for their fellow~prisoners.
Supplementary or special diets may be prescribed but
are available only for a fixed number of prisoners,
regardless of the number who may at
require them. There ig
amount of food available
at all times,

any one time actually
some evidence to show that the total
for the prison remains the same

SO that any improvement in the rations of a
limited group automatically means a reduction
supplied to the majority of prisoners, The supplementary
diet for T.B. patients includes m1ilk; ex-prisoners have
complained that a visiting commission saw the issue of
milk rations for T.B patients and wrongly assumed from
this that milk formed part of the normal prison diet. Two
types of bread (white bread and a bread made from a
mixture of flours) are available for special diets apart

from the normal issue of black brend, An oatmeal SOUp

now supplements the breakfast of hospital patients, Vitamin
tablets may be prescribed fop prisoners with skin complaints,
The issue of medicines prescribed to out-patients is entircly

in the hands of the warders and totally dependent on theip
frame of mind.

in the rations

The list of ailments from which
and comprehensive one, ranging

resulting from accidents at wopk (including eye mjuries from
metal splinters) through heart disease, circulatory disease,
diseases of the digestive System, bronchitis, asthnm, T.B.
and diabetes to malignant tumours and cancers of the lung,
Mobile X-ray units are used fop regular 1',B. dectection in all
prisons. ©5ix cases of attempted suicide are known to have

Occurred In Brandenburg between 196] and 1Y64:
successful,

prisoners suffer is a long
from the many injuries

rnone was
(Eight prisoners are known to have died of

various causes in Brandenburg during this period.) There
1S no question of a prisoner's being considered unfit to
serve uis term of imprisonment on grounds of age or fatal
illness, Appeals for the release of prisoners who arce
medically certain to die within a few months are consistently
rejected outright by the authoritics, Nor is there any
question of malingering: Lbeing unable to work, prisoners

In hospital do not earn any spending money. Thus they try

LO report well long before they are, in fact, medically fit
tO work.

The Klein-Meusdors prison hospital, to which serious cascs
may be sent for treatment, has about 800 beds including the




N £ (3 sngth of a prisoner's E%tia}?f thfzm—i
?:?oeunr: Swv:ateliga ntzvhiad?zie;:ig?}eﬁsmﬁfmetimes mfaﬂ tt?a.tl m{_ffgoﬂ;ipsj
E ’ _ N ' A Alls b ;
- O the hOSDltal departm(i‘»ﬂtb of t]O,}P\J‘ ~ 4y
f;fatiig?infs {Eompleto. The ciﬁviliar'_i*fim?‘tm;g-,ihﬁiz m%‘ll?{?b
f—zca;::iemics. from Kar*l.-Man—UmveRslta't 11 ...JLEI_.;Y‘I_i ‘1 dat:tor*&;
Lt*“ndapd of profcssional medical attention by }M;fl 1511?{3--(1&33{
?Sdgei:mr*ally agreed to be goad, but ag.am tli? L‘aythe Hands of
sing and treatment suffers from being lelt in T i eTOPe
nu?slng 1dnfcfl ho deliberately or through lack of cfmcgrr{ 19,; 'l
prison E’ta, v?“;]stz’uctioma. Matters are sald to have 1mpr*m{ef
t.;he qm;mr] QHwE;, 'f‘-a*:‘ a roesult of the constant cemplfmts F)f_,..tm =3
in rocent “yt:-fﬁltar;t; The standard of cleanliness 1s dangerously
clvitian cuna}; ot I‘;'IOSI'. of the cleaning is left to'be don_e*E)}f _1
low; {Eu{j’gi lthélmsglvgf_—;, to whom cleaning matorials are 1&’&’5%(
;l?fialpd;g;ﬂtgﬁ purpose, The neWIY—adm%tmd p&ltliﬂrﬂt 185;:}(5‘;‘5 v
- f@an the bed and locker assigned to him; the mdttff‘ . ;'qtiﬁzﬂtﬁ
tt:ﬁa?ﬂqretﬁ are not changod bgt‘ﬁ(ﬂ@l‘l‘OCCU?antrS- . ixr?b;fj a:d [t:) mal{é
(for instance patients with skin diseascs) Ll,rm (f.nizﬁl-.?tirf::f theatre,
up the beds for paticnts returning fpmri H_th{: OE;“&E . fT‘y[}l}ﬁid
without regard for the i“mc“(}ng,they. m?gﬁgjpa ;n 't:he 1960s
ke out in Klein~-Meusdort during the ) S’ A woman
E}t?ejrje have been several outbreaks of dysontery. | .0\ .
prisoner reports that it is the prison zzu%u: t{:ﬂl{i;miaenexg;pti@ﬁ
killing tablets or drugs after an opoeration wi s following the
‘injection on each of the first two cvening: 5 gynae-
ot ‘ar}]tgg}e A patient who had undcrgone a sgvl_c?ub fki;lotwmg
22?:?10”11'0991"&‘11:1011 wags given tea on the first .L,.icjiy‘i'it on the
1;61'* g{}pﬁpation, gruel on the sccond _:;—:md ‘fl Epzﬁlitmﬂ 1;-Topmal
third. On the fourth day she was .Lmt oac r cabbage and
' D.I'l diet (including the usual white bcans O C e why
pris bread. ote.). These facts may serve rtt:}.expfun 4
bl%ik 155?1:51@@ éc; avoid being removed toﬁ Rleinﬂ-wlf?uﬂilzz -
plpeldmfeel rhat their chances of recovery, although limi
;;iwy case, are better elsewherse.

- ' ] on
3 y printed mstructions
, _1 ence  Although the | -
Correspondencg e orme issuod Lo Pm%“g."‘s oven
| 3 & ine ing
in the 1950s state clearly that cvery DPISOHE?(;’}?UPGCEWG ore
risoncrs under pre-trial detention) may writc Ve e
Ilz)ettc;ari 4 month, in practice his right tol (io ?;Oari?l what i;s morc,
N __ - :nt must be a relative and,
oncr's correspondoen | . , ent. In
E&igsam@ relative throughout his [.:mmod of 1mpmf3m;;ltheg
thé carly 1950s lctters by both prisoncrs and !ihf;l " not v
had to bc written in clear block capitals, the leng eon
vceed 15 lines. The permissible 1engt1?_ has 5m§eth o e
?ncpeased to one sheet of DIN A4 (21x15¢cm.), O

L

and outgoing letters are censored:
pass the censorship m
being

a letter which does not
ay be withheld without any notification
made to either the sender or the addressee, On the
other hand, the prisoner may be asked repeatedly to rewrite
the same offending letter; until he has done so to the satis-
faction of the authorities Ay post due to him is not handed

out. The prisoner may not make any reference whatsoever
to his life in jail (it seems possible that praise would be
permitted but our enquiries did not coOme across any such

instance), or to the circumstances of his trial Or the chap
against him; any breach of these re
withholding of the lettep,

ge
gulations will mean the

Anxious relatives enqguiring about
the missing monthly letter are likely to be told that the

prisoner has broken prison rules and is himself by his
intransigent behaviour to blame for the disruption of normal
correspondence, A recent rule PErmMits prisoners to write
and receive a special additional letrep at Christmas. During

pre-trial imprisonment, the universal practice has been to
allow no correspondence whatsoever,

The regulations about parcels provide a clear

illustration of the economic difficultics of the
While the East German econoemy was under severe
strain in the early 1950s prisoners were allowed to receive
a monthly food parcel, weighing not more than three Kg,,
the contents of which were prescribed and included fixed
amounts of fat (butter, lard, margarine ), cheese, fat
sausdage, sugar (not lump sugap)

in the original brand wrapping might be included to make
up the weight, Prisoners whose relations lived in Wegst
Germany were not, Sdys5 an ex-prisoncr, allowed

monthly parcels at that time (presumably because the quality

of the contents compared too favourably with those dispatched

by East Germans); they were allowed to reccive only one
parcel a year.

state,

bacon,
; fruit, onions and biscuits

t0 receive

With the improvemant in the food situation in East
Germany as a whole this has now become the general rule;
cvery prisoner is permitted to recelive one parccl a year
on his birthday, although therec is sO0me evidence to show that
a parccl at Christmas may Occasionally be permitted too.
T'he maximum weight of the parcel rcmains three Kg.; its
contents are still limited to those spcceifically permitted
(which now include more 1items than those mentioned abovc)
and do not include tins op prescerving jars of food, Parccels
are opaened by a warder in the prisoncr's prescnce, after he




-1 .

; : ‘hie ~ rned
by the prison authorities (in earlier years 'Lheyh_‘zﬁfigngg;lg o
' isoner does not give nNis C e,

1e sender), I the pr e | check
tzptéel is peturned, unopened, to the sender. ‘A‘ Parécéon‘thmh
ipe I;OW permissible althowh they were f?PblddEn ethpﬂugh’ as
?ken out of their packet. OUne cigaretie 15 brfo en o P; o
aa check, A box of chocolates will be {mlS‘:JPf;‘th@(? tt;n@y“ fzr:m e

e " . c Voo , D]D 11‘1

A - liqueur chocolates (alc
it does not contain e lao bpoken.
Stpict1; forbidden). Slab chocolate is also broken

- - i behaviour
Visits A prisoner who is considered to ]l:_;e of E?G?_‘E};hd"
- \ . . . . o Y -~ Pe a 1 ;
e e , sitor (whio must be a
may have one vis _ e o half -
children under 16 years of age are not ﬂdfmttl"d’ tor Légi;
LTS } | ' SX tiona Cases,
i ave hree months, 1In excep _
our visit every three | PSR " et
hrz&lft ince. if the home of the prisoner's family is att: f-*j ?op 0
“ - } r + . . s :!{ ;:.
i‘li"‘;tf}ﬂng from the prison, permission may tif._s gganﬁgmtwﬁg o
h(;m: visit cvery six months instead. ‘A'D[chilﬁ y tlh quké of a
may h'"l;’ﬁ to undertake an eight-hour JGuPﬂGY_fGP silt(;d "
'l L ~\ -~ .
isit lasting half an hour have also on occasion m? ulted
g L =) * o - ~ 41 €2 2
::lhe transfer of the prisoner tOo a prison nearer to s

Prisoners arc prepared for visits by b§1n1£; 5%:5205?5@01?;?%301‘.
clothing (clean uniforms without 9?177?[3&35)‘“‘3“21 w;hich they may
Before they leave a special pre-visit cell, i lequate sanitary
e it for up to four hours without adequate s ot
hclV'f:,-tilG(iﬂ 1{_{3[7 1re reminded of the rules governing the 'COH U
fﬁéml.li;e;, t}‘{fij{;gp include a prohibition of any 00}1\”3?53}31?{1 about
Shevi;};"iﬁ:onep’ﬁ case, and of any remarks tabgst,l;léeCg;ti:—iéi
The viewors oo 15( decflr;att?; tvgltttll'm?}l: EI; EheLm at a time)

1 y iIsoners (usua ~ L 1.
?’Il*lggte t%ﬁ:—?vljfr;sitozvs by shaking hands w*ztfythcg‘l ﬁipzzin?s large
table; embraces and kisses are not permitte T the passing
ikely hat this regulation is designed to prevent the p:
Ao 1rten me:.sagesa, Prisoncrs and their visilors then
cit;t Hgg gvpr;()mte sic;esm of the table; a warder sits .at;tthr?cjgdof
leid monitors the converﬁﬁatian.bpz*[})ateﬁj{;}dhizilzezgdll‘;;jauﬁe the

N sing brought to an a Pt oalil,

E:%?wilf;;t?;i %ang(ﬁd outside permitted Limits.

‘ ‘ ) 1L 5 cduration of the visit. Flawe?s
o o lss?t{;)i;gliflig ftif ;?:cid on the table during the visit;
bI:O’L'lght tz:i’a\;l rulc they'muat be taken away at the end of tl"l;?l
i?siiifgntime, although exceptions_havia boen _;na_de' Stoajellixzt 1C
prisoncnr 'to take the flowers to his cell., Relative

' 1L ) asioneal-
usually permitted to bring prescits of food., Fruit 1s occas

v allowed: when it is, it must be caten by the prisoner during
y : 3 3

even such articles as comb and brus

visiting time — which, because his constitution i unused to
fruit, has often led to bouts of diarrhoea. Depcnding on

the mood of the supervising warder, relatives Imay be able

to show photographs of other members of the family to
the prisoner.

Personal 1he number and type of possessions

Dosscssions \'Nhi(.}h a Prisoner is now a]lﬁweq to. Keep
B in his ccll show very clearly the casing of
conditions over the years. In the 1950s
prisoncrs were allowed ro keep the last lottep they had
received (on receipt of a further letter the Prévious once
was rermmoved; this rule still obtains) and onc photograph of
a near rclative. This is still the basic rule., Some

PPISONGI's are now permitted to have two photographs: it

appcars that these may be exchanged for others at twice.-
yearly intervals,

However, even in the 1960s a prisoner
in Brandenburg had to choose between a photograph of his

mother or of his fiancée. Eating implements (knife, fork,
Spoon and a tin-opener) are Kept in the cell; before 1960,
pPrisoners were permitted to have only a spoon, often a
home-made wooden one. Permissible toilet articles Nnow
include a mirror, Strict punishments were earliep
imposed for the possession of any form of writing
materials; now they are, 1 general, allowed, Working
prisoners, who are permitted to buy a rationed number of
cilgarettes from theip earnings at the prison shop, may

Now Keep cigarettes, matches or lighter in the cell and
are allowed to smoke there,

are permissible:
ment the prisoncer!
and given to him

for study are now allowed in some

where they help the prisoner
Members of the prison orch

Spectacles where necessary
during the period of pre-trial imprison-
S spectacles are sometimes removed
only during imnterrogation. Textbooks

instances, especilally
in the work he does in Jail,

A former woman prisonep
mentions the short but blissful period in 1963 during which

prisoncrs in Hoheneck were allowed to purchase needle-
WOPK materials and do necdlework in their spare time.

During pre-trial imprisonmeaent, Prisoners are not peDr -
mitted to keep any possessions whatsocver in theip cells;

h are kept outside the




jef ' | . A few
cells and given to them only for the bmf;f__ pem?’cigadlfessihen )
sheéts of dlavatapy paper are handed to the prisot 1)
requests them for immediate use,

3 ‘ The prisoners' outdoor exercise 15; limited .t}?_
2Xereise 30 minutes a day which includes thﬁ time éa cen
in unlocking the cells, bringing them to the*;;ec:ﬁ%ljt%jo%apr }

and returning them to their'*c.:ells. There lthe son ie
xercise when the weather 15 bac{l or Wl}?‘“f_" - P . ation
%chmitf ffed (on holidays, or while political 1r1doctmri S
g,i;]ovt—: iré held for the warders). Some 50 o 70 %’ﬂ’mhmli‘c&le
clasnte arated by a regulation distance, walk in a circle.
at a hme, Seg_éll;wﬁed to speak, and anyone breaking this rule
‘;‘lzcig alpf tzat uflifahment._ During the pre-tvi{al ::mtetr*;ff‘ﬁ)gatmf? 1
19 1,165 meé}nep;a take their dally exercise In %11d1V1dL181 Cfer
???10-:,; an armed prison guard walks up angi .d?wn ?n L
ﬁ}':ic;g;n;;atwalk to ensure that there is no possibility O
contact.

] ; ' pranden-
Taowards the end of the 1950s, the exercise yc‘wdtg‘ﬂfit;
burg was turned into a grey wilderness by tht-‘f*: sgl,rc?&g fli()werﬂ:;;
uzpiﬂtin? of every bush and blade of grass; 1n 2 *
and shrubs were planted there,

' VOTK] isoners at the
Sports facilities are provided for working prisoneg ¢
¥ o W
labour camps.

' 3 Are among
Leisure Monthly or even fortnightly film shows d§§ismnevg
_,Ef}_ . ;_ 1: ePE. ex_
e : - rking prison ' _
he privileges of wo ners; ot
E‘ay Et)hat the films shown are politically me?fl_;tid
X C . . . n e J
Culture rather than artistically good, and that T;‘ i} el
R are Russian, Prisoners may bel:: takgn o L;*"'ually
- 3 110 rgadcas 2 AL
. _ s or to listen to radi _ .
levision programime | 1 < and
Efiltclj:? an idcological bias, Prison ox_otuestfafs, 01"10;1;501}5 ar
drama groups have been established 1n vam_ousl_ p_t S eon two
dfijl?fﬂpent rImes Our information on these 15uaixl'1;1neﬁr e
> . : s T , T
RPN itical prisoners were us
: - initially, politica e e aS 1O
Pec?:fgfggpapt 1n the;"n, and later, they frequently Mfuwsdmiz
ta?..zo?g having to perform propagandist wOrks f‘?’f; i‘i;img
determined by the authorities (for instance, 0"‘1 o6 such as
commissions or on State holidays). Boap~d‘gﬂmt3t10n The
chess or Halma are now available to cells 1n rote :

and

y ' ictly 1 D] r1SONners
ossession of playing cards is strictl prohibited and pnr
pOSSC :

found with home-made cards are punished.

In 1954, all books in East German prison libraries published

and Shakespeare. Accordingly, the prison libraries now
contain onlyv books published since then in Easat Germany.
Up to the end of the 19505 hooks were distributed without
choice; a card index 18 now kept and prisoners can put in
a request for a specific book. T'his does not necessarily
suarantee that they will recejve the book they want. RBooks

dare exchanged at fortnightly or monthly intervals; prisoners
sharing a cell are able L0 exchange books within the cell,
For some years, the special permission of the authorities
was required before political literature in the prison library
{Lenin, Marx, Ulbricht, pPi issued to a prisonerp.
More recently, some prisoners have been
have privately-owned books if they agreed
lcave these books in the prison on their release, Diction-
aries and language textbooks are proscribed except fop
prisoners working as translators and the favourcd few who

have received official permission to learn a foreign

language, As a general rule, books sent to prisoners by
their relatives are not handed ovecr., On onc occasion in the
19603, a local bookshop mountoed an exhibition in Pranden -
burg prison: WODrKINg prisoners were permitted to order
books, cither forp themsclves or to be
up to the value of DM 50.-.

permitted to
in advance to

sSent to their families,

NO printed material (eithep
given to prisoncrs during pre
1950s, non-working prisoners

neéwspaper, Howevep, they were issucd weekly with 16
sheets of lavatory paper (about 10x 15 cm, each) cut from
newspapers from which -— in orderp Lo deprive them of
potential writing papep - all blank margins had becen
removed, Working prisoners were allowed to order the
1che Rundschau'", the newspaper published by the
military administration In Germany, op, later, the
"Berliner Z As from 1955 the 2.5, D, party news-
| "Neues Deutschland" could be ordered by favoured
prisoncrs, In 1960 the "Berliner Zeitung" was dis-

continued and prisoners can now ordé

Deutschland”. Although the new
at any onc time is clearly chosen on a political basis, a
form of ceénsorship was in operation during the 1950s., In
sOme instances particulap items had been cut Oout; on other
Occasions the day's HewWspaper was not distributed at all,
bresumably so that prisoneps could not make an cducated

EUCss at the contents of the missing piece from the items
surrounding it on the DALE,

LOoks or newspapers) is
~-trial imprisonment. In the
were not permitted to see g

spaper available to prisoners




44 Since 1960, working prisoners have been allowed to place an
order for magazines from a list of about 30, mainly technical
or trade papers but including sports magazines and those
catering for a particular hobby (chess, for instance ). Howeven,
they must first place an order for the approved daily news-

The illustrated magazine of the Society for German-
, became available to

During a short

paper.
Soviet Friendship, called "Free World"

orisoners who wished to order it in 1964,

period in the middle 19DUs, pictorial magazines could be ordered;

permission was withdrawn when it was found that some
prisoners had cut out pin-up girls,

An ex-prisoner, by profession a teacher, says that he f{ound
a nurmber of prisoners who were unable 1o read and write, On
rhree occasions he made written application tor permission to
reach the illiterates in his own time and without pay; none of
his requests was acknowledged,

Political Although it is the expressed aim of the
| . East German penal system to re-educate
Re-EBEducation - , A ‘ .
o - the prisoner and thus make him [fit for
integration in society on his release, 1n
practice this aspect 1s neglected, Some of the film shows and

radio broadcasts referred to earlier are, of course, designed

ro pe-orientate the prisoner's views. At irprgeular intervals
and apparently not as part of any over-all programme,
lectures on historical or political subjects may Dbe held by
visiting officials, 5Such lectures are not as a rule fellowed by
o discussion period., On the infrecguent occasions when
prisoners have been asked to take part in a discussion, the
lecturers have been known to break it off because the trend

was not to their liking.

However, the authorities do take a close interest 1n the
prisoners' political views., At irrgeular intervals (about twice
a year) each prisoner is brought to attend an interview with
the prison authorities. IHe 1is questioned on his attitude to the

East German statc, to the Socialist ideology, and to the offencco

for which he was sentencced, He is clearly told that the date

of his release depends very greatly on his acceptance of approved

ideas and is encouraged to take a more " positive" attitude.

On these occasions he is also likely to bc offered an
opportunity of informing on his fellow-prisoners. Various
inducements are offered, principal among them that of a

favourable entry on his file,

Religi - 1
=g-leglon  Prisoners who wish to do so may be 45
religious Sepvfgg::;?;ihtc;fttﬁﬂ?d e Catholic or Protestant

| I are held monthly i -
uscd for o ) , vy iIn the proom a
Confinege;(;nfcmts op f‘11‘m shows., Prisoners in solitapy 15
confincment) Sﬂgle bolitical prisoners spend years in solitap
In a special ?.1[:1 Er’lsonepg serving a period of incar*cepatibny
rules apo ﬁm? 1shment cell for an infringement of the prison
services fopr D?Pmltt{‘;d to attend. There are no religious
: > prisoncrs under pre-trial intc

_ ~trial intcerro O - 1
ap . _ zation; :
arc there any for prisoners in the labour Ca[ngps neither

Erison s AT .
wm’dep; focziif lfexf broesent during all religious services:
cases the Gathol: b on th{:a}rf caps or have a chat, In such
interrupt the Ma;‘; E?I”liast In Brandenburg has been known to
they stopped talk; and look in the warders' direction until
armalgamated ‘;_tgﬂg.r A Protestant church choip Was
SOrme mumbmwldath{-}genm'ai prison choir in tho 1960g:
want to si -I'S dropped out as a result because they did

O sg the songs sct by the authorities y did not

Whilc lsoners _—y .
Pﬂliﬁiougpgiii?zgz api far from being cncouragoed to attend
from doinggfso .. ’,nblt_h_ep arc they in general prevented
A prisoncr ;vhoﬂxijb%t ;Nhe? 't conflicts with their work,
after he had tt’ o ,9")7’ mnsisted that he would work only
ont C(;“ i..fcwa" enfdm} Mass was given 21 days in a punish-
officialle o I"’l? usal to woprk", although Sunday work i
Sow ldtl },:!called voluntary". Warders may also tey t o
pr*isr:m 1C1p W(}I’l{‘by not unlocking the cells of all tg@ oo

CPS who wish to go to a rcligious scrvice. '

FPrisonc \r ]
pasw; £§f§h car} Peq_uest an interview with the Protestant
» when it takes place, will be in the presence

e

horities th '
reaue 23 ne prisoner!
Bpéndsf;;tfgg a Bible. The Catholic priest who said Mags at
- & 1n the 1960s decided that he could not offenr

spiritual advice in th
| ‘ C prescence of &
Gid nor ai tonvions. OI warders and therefore

Je ' ' : .
inclul'é?avas};;iGan]esees imprisoned in East Gerrnany to-day
1939, The‘-}; ng? jeve not been at liberty since before
under the ¥ W ,' log:tgu:lal‘ly held in concentration camps
prisoners w;nlc—?nli ocialists,  During the 1950s thesc
0ssible Th#ﬂ c,pt_apapt from othcer prisoners as far as
Qvisener’s- '.’Diiyd Conitmug Lo try to convert their fellow-
punishment iﬂ;n ans StPict incarccration was the usual
(which ti bosed on ‘?‘“ participants in their baptisms

1Cy carried out in the prison bathroom). The




- S ONEDS re
discriminatory practices of warders aggmstfpfézﬁzzgﬁ;:g?ei’
h's Witnesses may not be the'pohcy oLt ihepate iS6us

Jehot‘;a arc not checked. These include the delibera (:tli(m'a
?[:’ltblgig sausage to these prisoners as Papti;)f}}:i?lglgsd ’
when the sausage available for dlgtpfbut}on@ q ule of their
sausage and half of some other lfmd, Eamt_: cque with blood,

Jliogion pprohibits them from eoating anything me o pegularly
§O;11§32h'§ Witnesses do not eal the sausago and are rcg
dzpr’ived of a basic component of their diet,

. ik
. ~hts
No prisoncr who is a member of the_beiect i:;t Jggc;\;g; e

’ - have a Bible, P . ‘

itnesses is ever allowed to _1 J who
Wlmzz:z: o Bible and is thon moved to 'anotl:zé;lp ic}l{l@;nfpon_l
pl'?i?e i5 a Jehovah's Witness will have his E:}J. e_ma on

i | E_ . . | .
t[:‘l(ljﬂ An ox-prisoner reports that hc lont m_a ?‘358{? O & e
n'ier;";bep of the sect of Jcechovah's Wwitnesses 11{1 ;
punished by the banning of his annual parcel.

There is no scparat¢e prison ser*mi:e.a'sé y
such and warders arc gencrally Pbc??;];}ei)
with from the regular police force }Vollrfﬁngcpg :
W ¢ - Ex~prisoncrs have reported thc}t Wdf N
AR Cens arce sometimes dolegated to prisen WOPrK Os
- i T 3
ishment for some offence and, morc rccently, Elmt;ﬂzir;zicp“
wandons 10 d the prison service in order to escape C
Vfar‘*dGP_S Jmnt?ecause they wepe conscicntious objectors OIE)
ggg;ug:}mgfp the better pay offered. In Br*andenbfligi;sci;tdu:u
4 B 2 ) ) to thelir own a
and E’:i_itzmrf gazgzptﬁhiﬁg}s %(;fbféﬂfg be conveyed on a };?Llllefb
vatom A ison regulation which provided that prﬂlsom,bi.: .
oAy A imaw the names of their warders has beanic:hanfe
Wer&":ﬁen?;ﬁg;* n\?\zapdeps are now introduced by name andg rank.
10 : _

Re¢lationshi

: : : : rs is of its
- : a - risoncrs and warde
> pelationship between p Ol 4_ -~ ont under
?T;% Ijl stpained one. Before trial, prisoners are kKep
natu - .

1 .

' : tion b
bv male warders while they were washing. The L}baesr*vi} o ley
B;PdBPS of prisoncrs serving thelr sentences secm
Y

o matter of routine control.

. . e
ference has been made throughout this report tf;)hé;,}r? actual
Re GPL; titudes In many details of prisorn life, Lh
warders' at 11:he ;'ison@PS appears to be absolute. Althoug e
pgmf' va;m Peg?opts of systernatic becatings, deIdua{ :m;
theamllnii?n for their violent nature. A prisoncr th?n hsgmle
22?1’!8 way annoyed a warder, perhaps by 1nsisting L

and books, a ban on attendance
withdrawal of pcrmission to S1n

privilege he regards as o right, may w
Oor beaten with a rubbenp truncheon,

nas occurred in the punishment cells and during the pre-trial
interrogation period, appears to be the action of individual
warders rather than the resuylt of policy. Some EeX-prisoners
have mentioned that thepe were decent men among the

warders, Howevep, it appears that humane treatment of g
prisoner by a warderp may cause trouble for the warder
himself; while an individual may be kind, he will reverpt

tO a contemptuous and sometimes brutal attitude in the
presence of his colleagues.

ell be kicked, slapped, 47
The ill-treatment which

It is theoretically possible for a prisoner to complain
about his [reatment, either in general or in relation to g
particular warder. An oral complaint to a warder does not,
however, stand any chance of being passed on. 10 make a
written cornplaint, prisoners in the 1950s (who did not have
any writing materials) had to ask the warder for pencil
and paper. In some instances it might take weeks before
the warder agrced to provide them; in others the reque st
might be completely ignored, Written complaints in the
1960s are not always, it seems, forwarded to the authorities;
it 18 rare for dny acknowledgement to be recelved, and
action taken to meet the complaint is rarer still, Most
pPrisSoners accordingly feel that there is little point in
drawing possibly unwelcome attention to themselves by
complaining, Complaints concerning the behaviour of a
particular warder arc considered to be inadvisable: in
practice, the warder will always petaliate.

Punishmonts The concern of the authorities to ensurc

the greatest possible work output has meant
a4 complete change in the kinds of punishiment meted out to

pposed breach of the regula-

While terms of stpict solitary confinement in special
punisnment cells (usually in multiples of seven days, but

also of six or nine months) were imposed during the 1950s,

when political prisoners a5 a rulec were not allowed to work,

the punishments imposed in the 1960s usualily take the form of
a withdrawal or one op more privileges,

NMiost of the facilities mentioned in this report are
considered privileges rathep than rights by the authoritics,
Punishments imposed on CX-prisoners interviewad Dy us
include a ban on letters and parcels, a ban on NewWspapers
at cinema performances,
£ 1n the church choir, a ban

i4
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48 on shopping in thc prison shop, etc.

The offences for which prisoncers arc punished include the
writing of lctters which do not mect with the approval of the
authorities: refusal to work on Sundays: sharing food with
non-working fellow-prisoners; lending a Bible to a member
of Jehovah's Witnesses; refusal to carry out a particular kind
of work: not coming to attention in the presence of a wanprder;
refusal to accept the position of cell leader: making state-
monts consideracd to be pro-wWestern or anti-State propaganda;
showing photographs illcgally recoived during a visit to fellow-

prigsoners; and 8O forth,
in Brandeburg are in tho cellarp;
prisoncrs are soOmetmoes kept in complete darkness. Prisonecrs

pufusing to work may be kept without food of any kind; other-
wise a cooked meal may bo sepvod only on every third day.
The punishment cclls contain only a bunk; blankets are given

out only at night.

The special punishment cells

Ex-prisoncrs say that their opportunitics of appcaling

Appeals
for a remission of sentcence on any grounds arc

strictly limited in law and in fact. &inco the prisoncr may not
in his monthly letters or during rhe threc-monthly visits rofer
ro his trial or to thc charge against him, his family has no
information on which to basc an appecal in law, 'The special
permission of tho authorities is requirced and may in sSOmoe
instancces be granted for the prisoner to give his family
information on which they can base an appeal, In such a

case ho may also be given permission to speak to a lawyer,

Pepmission to make an appeal 1S fpoquently refused by the
authorities on the grounds that the prisoncr has not changed
his opinions. The prisoner is told that there can be no gquestion
of his appcal being gpanted while hc continues to hold the
same views: it would therefore be pointless to give him per-

mission to appeal, and the authoritics do not do soO.
ally recleascd

Prisoncrs whose sentences arc remitted are usu
There are instances in which a prisoner's sentence
ly without any appeal having been
ex-prisoners say that this happencd as a
of opinion which

the late 1940s

onn parole.
has been remitted apparent

made on his behalf;
result of a change in the general climate
meant that the very hcavy Ssentences imposed in
and in the 1950s were seéen Lo be @Xcossive.

Political prisoncers are sometimes subjected to a second

rrial (Nachschlagverfahren — second helping) at which they are

1y

E;e tE} (M ) ol P .
Cthgllmjd Lo m; additional term of imprisonment. The
Arge 1s usually one of "ste o : '
staatsgefdhrd ~
endangcerine ) _ - ende Hetze'" [Apitati
angering the State) and is based on the [}pjgc}ne;?éjitﬂtlan

political utterances ile in ‘a3
AL , eS8 while in jail ¢ |
authorities by an infopmen J as reported to the

Prisone e |
authorities; thay. moUraged to spy on one another by the
. LT 2 0 that if the 2
L'ILE " \ , | #y C{.}“O epa
enggepit};}ls In this manner, it will mean thalt::; - ‘f:zvglth the
6355[365:“1?111 be‘ made on their file. Unscrupulous peou;;able
mg{kﬁ; ; yocp1@1nal prisoners are thus gl’eatiy mﬁl1 ti—-;—jm

- Wb O exaggerate political statements made by [;hii to
. aip

fellow-~prison

soners.  ‘The authorit]

: ; : 1eS .

network of informers, ¢s rely very greatly on their

C
t.onclusion ;{‘nhe ex-prisoners interviewed have been
of theip imppiscmmggémwé-us in stating that the worst feature
with criminals of all Kj 45 the enforced close association
criminals and murijé inds, including homosexuals, sex
asked (in vain) to Dépepb.‘ Political prisoners frequently
ot away from thein oo i 0018 on their own in order to
Attemptod g huﬂgg}}r‘ criminal fellow-prisoners (one prisoner
choose crimiﬁals m:t;g;e plggill}:?grfzgtz" - he authorities t
rison ane 1. . © -* 5 O authority withi
rp’nem ﬂc}fdi"lij%é?izgﬁly give .t.ham a frec hand in tli"txre;'w1 ?}:iga?_l.e
inform on politrjcq?plbqnep& They encourage criminals to
CCPOPLS.  Some ex—nriecnone and glve credence to all their
ALtempt. Was mede tg 1soners have said that a deliberate
putting them in céllw CcOrrupt young political prisoners by
sextal offericos. ar&f with brisoners sentenced for homo-
rule segregated. any rate, homosexuals were not ¢
Zated. as a

We have co ;

nsciously excised fron :
standablv g . rom this report the 3p -
in{ .‘]ailbcjlli ?}EPOHE fe“?'““gs about many facets of theiﬁ ?’ndep
record the 58;3;;?]?1:0{?@55 we interviewed, But we n;i:ti

: - I 1Itterness with :

thieip SeEnao _ S Wwith which the e e
with « nse of fj@@D degradation at being forced Y Jronessed
'1th and as criminals, ” €d to live
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Chapter Five: RELEASED PRISONDRS

in limj information about the
WE HAVE only been able to obtain 11_mlte‘d I}_ﬁr;gt Germany. The
treatment of Pflepeizgs Eg)fcé;;zgzi’ep;f:%c;legeHem in principle. The
s-:ata'te BthGlm otlgs and the local organs of state are thBthGlI?
prison aui mflgp finc;ing every prisoncr a job and a place to live
pegpons}é)ugﬂequent form of discrimination agamst a person
igiaaunafa Dfl?is prison record is punishable by law., o
soners return to the work they were doing

in p xp.:,d d, perhaps becausce of the labour bhﬂptag P kind
when arrested and, tting work of soime Kind.

coner seems to have had difficulty il Hb ; h preat deal
B e ko ODd soncr peported that he was, in fact, given a great b
oen Gxﬂt?mtslj‘x ?lacaf state officials and encouraged to find iﬂ i lica-
o 't:-,iiiptc;yhiSbintc:ipefsts. His lawyer off_c::r*cad t{? 51%Pﬁmr;;g—iglf&;;:p?hatc
o for the job in question and he was impresscd by t Act, noP
Lion ([:)?PGIECG was madae to his pPiSOE pocord 1n h;Ei ?O(Iil*té"g f{;ﬁ .

2O - ML L C s . \ , .

i;(:’ig%iﬁ salary in any way a‘ffected, (hinc%- hi:ags_fﬂslyup;id Monre
time at University beforc his arrest ne ?vdi he wtka% doing ).
than was customary for the particular wor h
re scldom if ever allowed to
been imprisoncd

) : f 2 3 chances
charge and for a1l white~collar workers the ch

mensurate with their abi'lity an‘d
arc unable to continue with

On the other hand tcachers are 1
roturn to their formeor profession if thoy he

on a political :
of getting a job which 1s ¢com
training are small. | 'Stude=ntsrg§10etimcs b allowed Lo PUPSUS
their Un‘lVGPSlti{;gr?(?sosp::;yp;Hdﬁnce courses, evening clas&t?st,
alrornative (._:our ax;e time., In addition therc 1S evmenceﬂt at,
et_c.) g -tl;e;‘? :é) work and domicile orders have bech ?evvz‘f} _Or_le
Sme; ;J?J?it,ici‘ibpr’isenﬁps for a certain period after thelr reicase,
many :

GENERAL CONCLUSIONS

ONE of the more encouraging features of East German policy
over the last few years has been the large-~scale releases of
political prisoners that has taken place. It is estimated that
over three and a half thousand political prisoners have benefited
from these releases since 1964, On the other hand while more
than twice the number remain in prison and more are continually
being sentenced (according to the latest figures there have
already been 126 trials of political offenders in the first six
months of this year) one cannot unfortunately conclude that
political imprisonment in East Germany is, in any way, a
feature of the past. Since, moreover, many if not most of
these prisoners have been sentenced only for activities which
according to the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights
every citizen has the right to undertake, it is also evident that
there is as yet no fundament:l recspect for, nor recognition of .
individual freedom in East Germany,

It is hard to see how a society which guarantees to its cltizens
any Kind of elementary 'human rights' may be developed in East
Germany without some radical changces not only in the penal
code but also in the whole concept and organization of the judicial
system, Until the authorities are prepared to grant to eveny
berson arrested -——not just in theory but also in ceveryday
practice — adequate legal advice, humane and unprejudicod
pre-trial investigation in the presence of lawyers and an open
trial before an impartial Judiciary it is impossible seriously
Lo consider their claim that socialist legality embodies a
fundamental respect for 'human rights'., All the ex-prisoncers
interviewed pointed out that the period of pre-trial imprison -
ment was the worst part of their imprisonment as a whole
while, in some cases, the psychological pressure exerted on
prisoners during this time was such that their minds gave Way
uncaer the strain, This kind of treatmont together with an
official attitude which automatically cquates all those arrested
on political charges with the worst of criminals and murderers,
and treats them as such, are among the factors which suggost
that freecdom of conscience is not respected in East Germany.
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ARTICLE ¢ CF THE CONSTITUTION

I B b Bl syl S o sl oy 4 S-Skl S W S R L B

Incttement to boyeott of democratic
tnstitutions or organizations, incite-
ment Lo attempts on the [ifo of
demceratic politicians, the manifestation
of religious or racial hatrod and of
natree aguinst other peoples, mititar=
1stic propaganda and warmongoring as
wizl | as any other discriminatory acts
are telonjous orimes within the maaning
of the Penat Code. Tho oxercise of
demecratice rights within the meaning

cf the Cunstitution s not an incite-
ment 1o boyeoutt.  Whaoover has been
convicted of such a arime is dis-
quilificd from holding pub

oroa lesuing position in coo

culiural tife. He atsg lose

right to vote ¥

EXTRACT FROM THE LAW SUPPLEMENT ING

Tk S e b el e sy fyiegeriary =AY + —— i — Pl Yy bialiiery e nllsle el T W P OO B S T Bl Bl

THE PENAL CODE. December [lin 13357,

p— gl W B Sl Bl ok Bk sl bl sy

(Strafruchiscrginzungsyesetz.

Paranraph (4. E

T T S N L e Loy R gy Sy

anyone who undertakes bo hand over op
to vetray facts, cbjects, the results
of reseqrch or other infornntion which
must be kopt scoret in tho politien!
or egunomic inturcst or for the pru-
tection of the GDR o other statcs or
their representatives, to orgoanizations
or groups who condust a fight against
the Workers! and Peasants' State or
against other peace~loving peoples or
to their (the above cryganizations!)
reprasentatives or accomplices shall
be punished for espiuvnage by penal
servitude of not less than 3 yoars;
confiscation of property may also be
imposeaed.

Paragraph 15,

Collection of Information.

" . T— e —

Anyone who colleets or passes on to
organizations or persoens named in
Fara. 14 designed to assist their
activities dirceted against the
Workers' and Peasants! State or

.
e

cther poace-loving peoples shall be
puntshed by penal servitude of up to 10
}?‘E.':-’if"Eu

Paragraph 16, Contact with Criming!

i , "

Organizations or Authorities.

Anycne who makes contact with the
authoritics or parsons names in Papa. i4
in knowledge of their activitios dirceted
1gainst the Workers! and Peasants'! State
or against any other peace~loving

peuptes shall bu punished by Tmprison=
mont of up to 3 years.

Paragraph 3. Propaganda and Incitement
endangering the state,

gates fascism or militarism or

incites against other peoples or

Pacas,

“ 2. incites others ngainst Lthe
Wurkers! and Peasants! stonte,
incttes, undertakes activitics
against or threastens with acis of
violence its organs, sccial organi-
zations or ocne of its citizens on
aceount of his state or scoial
activities or on aceount of his
memborship of a state or social
srganization

shail be punished by impriscnmoent of not

tess than 3 months. The attoempt is

punishable.

(1) Anyune who - 1. glorifice or propo-

(2) The same punishment shall be im-
posed on anybody who produces, imoorts
or distributes iterature or other
objects with such contents with the
intention of incitement.

(3) In severe cases, particularly whan
the act has boen committed by order of
the authorities or persons named in
Para, 14, or when it has been committed
according to a plan, penal servitude
shall be 1mposed,

Paragraph 20. Defamation of the state.

Anyone who - {. publicly slanders or
distorts the measures or activitios
of state Institutions or social
organizations,

¥l
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- 2. publiciy slanders or holds up %ﬂ
contempt a citizen on rocount of his
Aotivities for the state or for
society or for his membership of a
state or sceial organization shal
be punished by & years' impricon-
mant s

. ) . 1!'-,‘
1ﬂdﬁﬂﬂmﬁﬂi lﬁﬁvﬁ-gﬁﬁ Gﬁﬁ“

(1) Anyone who undertakes 1o Eﬂdu?e A
person < b by ardapr of organizations of
sgents, espionnge awyencies or of
ciatlar offices or of business enter—
prises or
- ", for the purpuse of serv
mepcenary military unite
ty leave the GOR shail be ounished by
oenal sopvitude: eonfiscation of
sroperty may Do imposct.

2 Anvone who undertakos to induce by
threats, deceit, promises or Ly
oimilar methuds influencing the free-
dom oFf choice, A young person or =
Serson undergeing vocational tramﬂ[ng
o G persch tecause of his EPGf%SSEﬂﬂa!
work or becnuse of his special
anoacities or achicvements, ! 1TEVU
ine CDR will be punished by imprisen®
nent of not jess than & months.
EXTRACTS FROM THE PASSPORT LAW

ISR AL ARDESa0 .
Sopbombe 968, (631 .Now3l, e 750)
- as formulated Ly the amending istj
¢ Auaust 30th 1955 (GG1.No.Bi, g.?ﬁﬁ}
nd Deceaber 11th 1957 (G81.1.H0T3,
p.ﬂﬁﬂ).

Sth&mbﬁP

Paragraph 1.

|, Gorman citizens who leave the
torpitory of the GOR for abroad op
entoer from obroad are obliged to
tdentify themselves by 8 passports.

My

. For every crossing of the fraﬂ?%ar
1 visa stamped into the passpurt 1?
required, unless this ragu i rement 15
wirivedl by the P L ementing requiations.

Paragraph 8.

S = i

|« Anyone who leaves or entcrs ihe
territory of the GOR without the |
required permission or who dmﬂs‘nﬂt_.
cumply with the preseribed dﬁ&?!?ﬁtt??ﬁ,
roubes, time limits or oiher fimitakions

: - y f oy 3o cim o 1
concarning the jJourpey or SO jJUUrn, shat
be punished by imprisonment OF up to 3
yaars or by a fine.

[

o, The same punishment shall be i mpnaed
on anybody who obtains surrepbitisusly
by false declarations fur himself or for
scmabody else a parmission Lo loave ar
enter the toerritory of ihe GDR.

+ . . R _ 4 ‘Hh?hE o
%, Proparation and attempt are punishabic.

EXTRACT FROM THE DECREE CONCERNIMNG

e — gl B -

THE RESTRICTION CF RESIDENGE
August 24th 1940, (6B NGBS 0. 5483

Paragraph

1, hen impasing a prisun sentence or A
conditional sentonce, the court may In
addition impose a restriction of residonce
an the conviclbed person.

(il |

o, Restriction of residence may be
imposaed if it is in ihe general interest
ar in the intepest of an individual o
koop the person away from certain places
and districts or if public safaty and
crder are in dangers

Paragrash 2.

By the imposition of restrictad rea?*
donce the eonvicted person 1S srohibitoed
from residing in certain places in the
GDR. The sentence ontitles the orguns of
stite to impose on the cunvicted person
residense in ceriain places or districts.
in addition they may cblige him to under-
take special work.

Paraagraph 3.

. At the request of the local orgons

4F the state restriction of residence may
alsc be imposed by sentence of the County
Court without the viclation of o definite
senal law having accurred, if the
behavicur of a person endangers th?
oublic or an individuai or i f public
security and order arc threatﬂn?d'
Paragraph 2 of this decrae applics.

~. At the recuest of the local authorti
sducat jonal labour may be ordercd for
parsons reluctant 1o work.

%. lhe pPUvEEiGHS ~f tho criminal proece”
dure shall be applied accordingly.

Paragraph 4.
Lo 1f the restrictod person evades the
roestriction of residence or the {abour
seprvice imposcd on him, in the case of
a conditional sentence the poriod of
suspension shall be torminated.

Tr

LARCUR CAMPS = May 1966

dpivinibie v wriereiebrirvrreshl il s———

Her! in-Hohensehonhauson
{State Security ﬁamp)

i

Zernsdorf nr. Uckermunsio
(Military detantion centre)
Bitterfald

Eisenhittonstadt- Stael

WOPKS,
Furstenborg

Buitding works,
construction offiao.

Grick-mak ing

drown coal mine

2o 1f the restriction of residence

fallows a prison sentence or has been
vrdered independently, violation of
the restriction of residence or failure
to earry oub abiltgatory work shall be
punishod by impriscnment,

gy S 'l g iy oA . A ik o ——_—— — ; . " M

Neo of prisoners -
where ava lab] e,

750 ineluding
450 politiesl priscners.,

AU, approx,

o0 aonseianticus objectors,

wiork w 1' % g
wiste material

(Schlackenstein)

Falkenbach-Himme!Imihle
Listrict Zschupau

Frettal

Furstenwalde

Gera=-Liebsehwitz

Lubbennu
Brick-mak i ng

Mildenberg, near drickmmak i ng
Zehdeni ok

Nitzow near Havelberg
(Military detention cenire)

Coerhof=Thiringon

Hrick=making

Mills = womon,
MPure steel works

Fabric weaving

Dam construecticn,

Construction of bunkors

Cunstruction of power staticns

gorth cunstruction work.

Oelsnitz-Erzegebirge Cual mining
Ottendorf-Ckrilla noar

Dirasden {Youth)
Farcnim

(Military detention centre)
Poten=Voitkenrcde

District Mihihausen

Brick—making

Potash mining

Rackwitz near Delitzsch VEB - tig

Rassnitz near Halle

Regls Breidingen | and 1
{Educatiunal labour)

esa Steel works

cknitz, District Wurzen

Hess teben = Unstrut

Ri
R,

Potash mining

tight metal
Brown cual mining

trown cual mining

Stone quarrying

Wik




Rustock-Langenort Putash works
and building work
400 inciluding

Lime=sione works
100 pulitical prigsaners.

oidersdorf nr. fiertin
Sehacksdorf, District Op i ck~mak ing
Finsterwalde

Sehwarze Pumpé,

nr. aprembery
SGHWth Gﬁmﬂﬂt WGPKS,

£ undation construction

5o lstedt, District Potash mining.

Nordhauson

Unterwe!lenborn, Railway 1ine eunstruction,

District Saalfeld.
Ve lkstedt, District
Fisieben.

cement works.
Copper mining,
Sahlackensteine.
Zwick au=Cruckenbarg Coal mining.

ttitcher Juristen i

by the Untersuchungsauschuss Freino

List compiled in May 100G

tierl in.
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