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Further information on €XTRA 59/02 (&M 22/005/2002, 31 July 2002) - Pear of Immingnt €xgcutions

JAPHANOmori Ratsuhisa (m), aged 53
New namges:53 unnamed prisongrs under sgntgnce of death

Executed: Yoshiteru Hamada (m), aged 51
Tatsuya Haruta (m), aged 36

Omori Ratsuhisa has not been grecuted, as was feared. However, two people, Yoshiteru Hlamada and Tatsuya Haruta,
werg grecuted on 18 Sgptember. dmngsty International fears that other gxecations, including that of Omori Ratsuhisa,
could be earrigd out soon. Therg arg currently 54 peopleg on death row in Japan.

It appears that the date for the two gxecutions was chosegn to coincide with Japangse Prime Minister Junichiro
Roizumi’s historic megting in North Rorga. {1l media attention in Japan has bgegn focused on this megting and
thergforg anyg public eriticism of thgseg grecutions has so far been avoided. The Japangsg Parliament (thg ®igt) is
currgntly in reegss; this is often a timg when gxeeutions arg carrigd ouat.

Yoshitera Hamada was sgntgneed to death at Gifu Pistrict Court in 1998, for murdering threg members of his
girlfrignd’s family. Tatsuya Haruta was sgntgnced to degath in March 1988, after being convicted of the Ridnapping and
muarder of a university student. tlis sgntgnce was finalised in Hugust 1998.

Omori Ratsuhisa’s degath sgntgneg was finalised in July 1994, for his allgged rolg in the bombing of the Hokkaido
prefectaral government building in Mareh 1976.

BUACKGROUND INFORMWITION

€xecutions in Japan usually take placg during parliamentary recgsses or public holidays, to avoid public and
parliamgntary eriticism. The application of thg death pgnalty in Japan is arbitrarg and crugl, the prisoner beging
informed of the grecution just hours in advaneg. €xecution is by hanging. There is also a trend to ecarry out morg
than ong gxecution at the same time.

{Imnesty Integrnational opposgs the death penalty as a violation of the right to lifg and the ultimate form of eruel and
inhuman punishment, and calls on the Japangsg government to cgase all grxecutions, to commute all dgath segntgnees
and take positive stgps towards the abolition of the dgath penalty.

FURTHER RECOMMENPED HCTION: please send appeals to arriveg as quickly as possibleg in €nglish, Japangse or
in your own languagg:

- grpressing concern that Omori Ratsuhisa and other unnamed death row prisongrs arg under thregat of immingnt
grecution;

- condgmning the egxecutions of Yoshiteru tlamada and Tatsuya Haruta, and urging the Japangse authoritigs to
gnsurg that no further gregcutions are carried out;

- calling for all dgath sgntgnces to bg commauted to prison terms, and for Japan to takeg conerete steps to abolish the
death penalty, which is the ultimate form of cruel and inhuman punishment.

Appedlss TO:
Mr ROIZUMI Junichiro



Prime Minister

Prime Minister’s Office

2-3-1 Nagata-~cho, Chigoda-kq,
Tokyo 100-0014, Japan

Fax:+ 81 3 3581 3883

Salutation: Pear Prime Minister

Ms MORIYMWMA Magumi
Minister of Justicg

Ministry of Justice

1~1-1 Rasumigasgki, Chigoda-Ra,
Tokyo 100-8977, Japan

Fax: + 81 3 3592 7008/5511 7200
gmail: webmaster@moj.go.jp
Salutation: Pear Minister

Ccopies To:

Japangsg national ngwspaper
7Isahi Shimbaun

5-3-2 Tsukiji, Chuo-ka,

Tokyo 104-8011, Japan

Pax:+ 81 3 3545 0285/3593 0438
gmail:kouhou@mx.asahi~np.co.jp

E€nglish-language ngwspaper
Japan Times

4-5-4 Shibaura, Minato-Ku,
Tokyo 108-0014, Japan

Fax: + 81 3 3453 5456

Japangsg national ngwspaper

Yomiuri Shimbun

1-7-1 Ohtgmachi, Chigoda-ku,

Tokyo 100-0004, Japan

€mail:gaihou@tokyo.gomiuri.co.jp /dg@gyomingt.ng.jp (ngwsroom gmail)
Fax:+ 81 3 3245 1277/3581 0434/3279 6324/3217 8247 (ngwsroom)

and to diplomatic rgpresegntatives of Japan aceredited to gour eountry.

pPledse SEND APPENlsd IMMEDINTELY.



