PRISONERS
IN [SOLATION

CALIFORNIA'S PRISON

ISOLATION CELLS
ARE UNDER EIGHT
SQUARE METRES

(©) 22 AND A HALF HOURS A DAY

WITH NO WORK OR MEANINGFUL REHABILITATION PROGRAMS OR GROUP ACTIVITIES OF ANY KIND

CALIFORNIA IS ONE OF MORE
THAN 40 US STATES TO HOUSE
PRISONERS IN HIGH SECURITY
ISOLATION FACILITIES, OFTEN
TERMED “SUPER-MAXIMUM
SECURITY” PRISONS.

No other US state

is believed to have
held so many prisoners
for such long periods
in indefinite isolation.

MORE THAN 3,000 PRISONERS IN CALIFORNIA ARE HELD IN HIGH
SECURITY ISOLATION UNITS KNOWN AS SECURITY HOUSING UNITS (SHUS). 11

Some prisoners have spent more than a decade without
visits from their family. They may correspond with their
attorneys, families, friends and outside organizations,
subject to certain restrictions. All visits are non-contact,
taking place behind a glass screen.

More than 500 prisoners serving
indeterminate SHU terms had spent
ten or more years in the Pelican Bay

isoners out of over 1,000
in Pelican Bay SHU were
enrolled in an educational program.

estimated fo be held
facilities across the USA. ©

SHU; of this number, more than 200
had spent over 15 years in the SHU
and 78 more than 20 years. @
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2 others enrolled in college
pondence courses in
November 2011,




