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Further information on UA 155/96 (AMR 23/36/96, 26 June 1996) - Possible 

Extrajudicial Executions / "Disappearance" / Fear for Safety 

 

COLOMBIAJorge Alirio Salazar 

 

new names:  Gabriel Agudelo Jiménez 

                  Felipe Pineda Ospina 

                  Gustavo Jaramillo 

Gustavo López 

César López  
 

Amnesty International has just learned of the apparent extrajudicial executions 

of five more civilians from the municipality of San Roque, department of 

Antioquia.  Their deaths heighten the organization's concern for the safety 

of inhabitants of the area as paramilitary activity there continues. 

 

Gabriel Agudelo Jiménez was found dead on 29 September 1996, after having been 

abducted and taken to San José del Nus by members of one of the paramilitary 

groups that have been terrorizing the area.  Felipe Pineda Ospina and Gustavo 

Jaramillo were killed on the night of 30 September. Their bodies showed signs 

of torture.  On 4 October, Gustavo López and César López were abducted by members 

of a paramilitary group.  They were taken to what the paramilitary group called 

their operational base in a  football pitch in the town of Cristal.  Their 

bodies, found on 7 October, also showed signs of torture. 

 

The Municipality of San Roque is in a highly militarized region, and the area 

where the events took place is constantly patrolled by the military.  

Nevertheless, the paramilitary groups involved have been operating with total 

freedom and impunity. Reportedly, they have operated in some hamlets for up 

to eight days with the armed or security forces making no apparent attempt 

to prevent paramilitary operations or arrest paramilitary members. 

 

Amnesty International has no further news on Jorge Alirio Salazar who remains 

"disappeared". 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Please send telegrams/telexes/faxes/express/airmail 

letters in Spanish or your own language: 

- calling for full and impartial investigations into the apparent extrajudicial 

execution by members of paramilitary groups of Gabriel Agudelo Jiménez, Felipe 

Pineda Ospina, Gustavo Jaramillo, Gustavo López and César López in the 

municipality of San Roque, Antioquia, for the results to be made public and 

those responsible to be brought to justice; 

- calling for immediate measures to protect the population of San Roque from 

the threat posed by the paramilitary groups; 

- expressing concern at the lack of arrests despite the presence of armed and 

security forces in the areas in which paramilitary groups are operating; 

Also if possible: 

- urge the government to immediately fulfil its commitment to disband 

paramilitary forces presently operating as auxiliaries of the armed forces 

or with the complicity of the armed forces.  Members of such forces responsible 

for cooperating with paramilitary groups should be brought to justice. 

 

APPEALS TO: 
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1) President of Colombia: 

Señor Presidente Ernesto Samper Pizano  

Presidente de la República 

Palacio de Nariño 

Carrera 8 No. 7-26 

Santafé de Bogotá, Colombia  

Telegrams: President Samper Pizano, Bogotá, Colombia  

Telexes: 44281 PALP CO 

Faxes: + 57 1 289 3377 / 286 7434 

Salutation:Excelentísimo Sr. Presidente/Dear President Samper 

 

2) Attorney General  

Dr. Alfonso Valdivieso Sarmiento 

Fiscal General de la Nación 

Fiscalía General de la Nación 

Calle 35 No. 4-31 

Apartado Aéreo 29855 

Santafé de Bogotá, Colombia 

Telegrams:Fiscal General Valdivieso, Fiscalia General, Bogotá, Colombia 

Faxes:+ 57 1 288 2828 

Salutation: Estimado Dr. Valdivieso/Dear Dr. Valdivieso 

 

3) Advocate for the People: 

Dr.José Fernando Castro Caycedo 

Defensor del Pueblo 

Defensoría del Pueblo 

Calle 35 No. 7-25 piso 5 

Santafé de Bogotá, Colombia 

Telegrams:Defensor del Pueblo Caycedo, Defensoría del Pueblo,  

Bogotá, Colombia 

Faxes:+ 57 1 346 1225 / 285 6908 

Salutation: Estimado Dr Caycedo/ Dear Dr. Caycedo  

 

4) Minister of Defence 

Dr. Juan Carlos Esguerra Portocarrero  

Ministro de Defensa Nacional 

Ministerio de Defensa Nacional 

Avenida Eldorado CAN - Carrera 52 

Santafé de Bogotá, Colombia 

Telegrams:Ministro de Defensa, Bogotá, Colombia 

Telexes:42411 INPRE CO; 44561 CFAC CO 

Faxes:+ 57 1 222 1874 / 288 4906 

Salutation: Sr. Ministro/Dear Minister 

 

COPIES TO: 

 

Human rights NGO 

Corporación Jurídica Libertad 

Apartado Aéreo 49027 

Medellín, Colombia 

 

and to diplomatic representatives of Colombia accredited to your country. 

 

PLEASE SEND APPEALS IMMEDIATELY. Check with the International Secretariat, 

or your section office, if sending appeals after 18 December 1996. 


