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transforming pain into hope
human rights defenders in the americas
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Image: Women sing the anthem of the Popular Women’s Organization

(Organización femenina Popular, OfP), colombia, 2009. 
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the popuLar women’s organiZation, coLomBia

taKe action now 
suPPOrt human rights defenders in the americas

human rights defenders in the americas play a vital role in exposing and combating human rights violations. many

have paid a high price for their courageous efforts to break cycles of injustice, discrimination and impunity. in the past

few years, hundreds have been persecuted and attacked. despite the lack of effective protection for themselves and

their families and widespread impunity, they continue their struggle – transforming pain into hope.

for more than 40 years, the Popular Women’s Organization (Organización femenina Popular, OfP) has been working to

promote women’s rights in the context of colombia’s long-running armed conflict. the OfP has supported many women

survivors of human right abuses in their struggle for truth, justice and reparation. OfP members have been targeted

for death threats, harassment and physical attacks because of their work, mainly by members of paramilitary groups.

some have been killed. 

Join us in urging the authorities to publicly recognize OfP members’ vital work; to ensure their effective protection; and

to investigate and bring to justice those responsible for attacks against them. 

Image: a sculpture from the 40th anniversary exhibition in memory of

women victims of human rights abuses, Barrancabermeja, colombia,

July 2012. © Organización femenina Popular

amnesty international, international secretariat, Peter Benenson house, 

1 easton street, London Wc1X 0dW, united Kingdom 

amnesty.org 

dear president,

in 2012, the Popular Women’s Organization (Organización femenina

Popular, OfP) celebrated 40 years of tireless and courageous work

promoting and protecting women’s rights in the context of colombia’s

armed conflict.

OfP members have been harassed, intimidated and threatened with

death because of their human rights work, mainly by members of

paramilitary groups. some have been attacked and killed. 

i call on you to:

 publicly recognize the fundamental contribution the OfP has made

to human rights in colombia

 take all measures to support OfP members in continuing their

work, while protecting them against abuses 

 ensure that allegations of human rights abuses against OfP

members are properly investigated and those responsible brought

to justice. 

Yours sincerely,

name:

country:


