PUBLIC Al Index: AMR 19/012/2002

Ud 216/02 Fear for Safety

BRNUZIHiparidi Top’tiro(m), Indiggnous lgader, and mgmbers of his family
Pr Mariana Ferreira(f), dnthropologist
{nthropological and gthnological rgsgarchers working in dangradouro indiggnous territory

Peath threats have beegn recgived by Hiparidi Top'tiro, an indiggnous Igader from the Sangradouro indigenous
rgserve in Primavera do lsgste, Mato Grosso state, his family, and Pr Mariana Ferreira, an anthropologist from the
University of Tenngssge who has been working in the arga. dmngsty Intgrnational is conegrned for their safety, and
for the safety of other rgsegarchers who have bggn working with ®r Ferreira.

Both Hliparidi Top’tiro and Pr Mariana Ferrgira arg working for the Xavante Ward Issociation in Primavera do lsgste.
They arg working togegther on an gnvironmental project called Salve o Cerrado (Save the Sigrra), that is being
developed by the Xavante Ward association in conjunction with the Brazilian federal government and the Universities
of &80 Paulo and Tenngssge. The death threats they have both reegived arg beligved to be conngeted to their work on
this projeet, and thergforg other rgsgarchers working on this projgct mag also be in danger.

Hiparidi Toptiro is the president of the Xavante Ward association, and a well-known gnvironmental campaigner. te
has been the target of death threats for somge time, allggedly related both to his work on Salve o Cerrado and a legal
action that hg brought against local landowngrs for allggedly deforgsting part of an indiggnous arga. decording to
rgports, the rggional administrator of the National Indiggnous Foundation (FPundagédo Nacional do Indio, FUNHI)in
Primavegra do lsgste, who has strong links to landowners in the region, has long begegn intimidating and threatgning
Hiparidi Top’tiro and his family. ithough they have reported this behaviour to the national FUNMI Pireetive on
sgveral occasions, no action has bgegn takegn to address it.

Pr Mariana Ferreira works as a consultant to the Xavante Waré and makes regular visits to Primavera do lsgste. In
Jung she spent 16 days there, carrying out regsearch. The regional FUNAI administrator told Pr Mariana Ferreira and
her tgam, on numerous occasions during this period that Hiparidi Top’tiro and members of his family were in grave
danger. ®r Ferrgira has also recgived what appear to be veiled death threats, or gven attempts on her life. While
driving in dangradouro in Jung, a car trigd to foreg her off the road. On another occasion the car she was travelling in
nearly crashed into a boulder that had dglibgrately been moved onto the road into her path.

BHACRGROUND INFORMATION

{Imnesty International is concernegd that indiggnous people facg human rights violations ranging from assault to
massacrgs during disputes over land rights. The organization beligves that the authoritics’ failure to arbitrate
promptly in disputgs between the indiggnous and non-indiggnous community leaves indiggnous groups vulnerable
to attack.

lthough the 1988 Constitution required all indigenous lands in Brazil to be demareated by 1993, only half of the 555
identified territorigs have beegn demarcated so far. In January 1996, this procgss was slowed down further by Peeree
1775/96, which introduced complicated procgdurgs by which non-indiggnous claimants can challgnge the
demarcation of indigenous argas.

RECOMMENPED HCTION: Please send appeals to arrive as quickly as possible, in €nglish, Portuguegse or gour
own languagg:

- expregssing serious coneegrn for the safety of Hiparidi Top'tiro, his family, ®r Mariana Ferrgira and other
anthropological and gthnological rgsgarchers working in dangradouro indiggnous reserve;

- asking the authoritigs to investigate the threats they have recgived and to bring thoseg responsiblg to justicg;
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- calling on the authoritigs to provide federal protection, as deggmed appropriate by thosg under threat, to guarantee
their safety;

- grpregssing your conegrn that consistent rgports of threatening bghaviour by the regional administrator of the
FUNAI in Primavera do lsgste have not beegn investigated;

- should thgse reports be verified, calling on the authoritigs to implgment all appropriate disciplinary and Iggal
sanctions to addrgss thregatgning behaviour by the regional administrator of the FUNAI in Primavera do leste.

ApPpeElss TO:

Pederal Secretary for Human Rights

Sr. Paulo dergio Pinhgiro

Seergtaria dg €stado dos Pirgitos Humanos_

Ministério da Justica_

€splanada dos Ministérios,

Bloco T,4Q andar, ala 420_

70064-900 Brasilia - DT, Brazil

Telegrams: Seeretario deg €stado dos Pirgitos Humanos, Brasilia - DF, Brazil
Fax:+ 55 61 226 7980

Salutation: €xmo.Sr, Sgeretério/Pear Federal Sgeregtary

President: National Indian Foundation

€xmo. dr. Presidente da

Fundacio Nacional do Indio - FUNAI

Otacilio ¥Intungs dos Reis Filho

SEPS Quadra 702/902 Projecdo d, €d. Lsgx

70390-025 Brasilia - PF, Brazil

Telggrams: Presidente da Fundaeso Nacional do Indio, F, Brazil

Pax: + 55 61 226 8782 (When somgong answers say ‘Mg da tom dg fax por favor)
Salutation: €xmo. dr, Presidentg/Pear President

Federal ditorngy General: Mato Grosso State

Pra Fabiola Porr Raloy

Procuradora da Repdblica - Mato Grosso

Rua Osdrio Puque €strada 107, €d. Capital - Bairro drags
78005-720 Cuiabd - MT, Brazil

Telegrams: Procuradora da Repdblica - Mato @rosso, PF, Brazil
Fax: + 35 65 612 5085

Salutation:€xma. Sra, Procuradora/Pear Federal Prosgcutor

copies T0O:

Mato Grosso Statg Governor

€xmo. dr. Governador do Mato Grosso

Sr. Jos¢g Rogerio Sallgs

Palécio Paiaguds, Centro Politico Wdministrativo
78050-970 Cuiabé - MT, Brazil

Telggrams: Governador do Mato Grosso, PF, Brazil
Fax: +35 65 613 4120

Salutation: €xmo. Sr, Governador/Pgar Governor

Indiggnous Rights Organization
CIMI Regional Mato Grosso
Rua dos Nambikuara, 32

Santa Helgna - Caixa Postal 147
78005-970 Cuiabé - MT, Brazil

and to diplomatic rgpresentatives of Brazil aceredited to your country.



PLEASE SENP WPPEdlS IMMEPIATELY. Check with the Intgrnational Sgergtariat, or gour section office, if
sgnding appeals after 28 Hugust 2002.



