PUBLIC I Index: AMR 13/016/2002

Ud 327/02 Fear for Safety 5 Novegmber 2002

HRGENTINH lsaura Figugroa (), human rights lawyer
fernanda danssong (f), archagology student
€milio Perrer (m), federal court prosecutor
Staff at the AMovimiento Ecaménico por los Perechos flumanos (MEPH), €cumenical Movement for
Human Rights

WImngsty Intgrnational is concerned for the safety of thosg involved in invegstigating human rights abusgs
committed during the militarg government in Tucumén Provinege. laura Figuegroa, a human rights lawyer,
and Fernanda danssong, an archagology studegnt working in an arga beging sgarched for regmains of the
“disappeared”, have both recgived threats.

lsatg in theg gvening of 28 October, unknown individuals brokg into laura Figugroa’s housg in dan Migugl
de Tucumén, Tucumén Provineg, whilg she was out. Segveral items were stolgn and the housg was
ransacked. 1t the timg, her housg was bging guarded by two policgmen following theg order of a federal
judge. The policgmen werg 30 metres from the housg but werg allggedly unawarg of the break-in.

Hecording to reports, on the same night, the house of €milio Ferrer, a federal court prosgeutor, and the
offiegs of the [glesia Metodista, Megthodist Churech were also broken into. The /glesia Metodista housgs the
Movimiento Ecaménico por los Perechos flumanos (MEPH), €cumenical Movement for Human Rights.
lsaura Figugroa, €milio Ferrer and MEPH are all involved in the sgarch for the remains of thosg who
“disappeared” in the arga known as "Pozo de Vargas', “Vargas' Well”, Tucumén Provineg.

The policg presgneg at lbaura Figugroa's house was dug to a previous brgak-in by four armed individuals
on 20 October. The individuals threatened her and plaged part of a telgphong conversation that she had
had garligr in the day, to demonstratg that her telgphong ling had begen tapped. aura Figugroa has
regpeatedly been intimidated over several months, including receiving threatening phong calls and noticing
unidentified people watching her home.

Fernanda Sanssong, an archagology student who is working with the interdisciplinary team of the
Tucumén University in the greavations which arg part of the investigation into the "Pozo de Vargas”casg,
was also thregatened on 30 October in the street when an unidentified man told her "7ené cuidado, las
cosas s¢ gstan poniendo feas', ("Be careful, the situation is tarning ugly").

Official complaints on all theg threats have been filed beforg the rglgvant authoritigs and invegstigations
havg reportedly been initiated.

Human rights defenders in drgentina and thosg working on theg promotion and protgction of human rights
in the country arg oftgn subjgcted to harassment and attacks. dmngsty Intgrnational has rgpeatedly
appealed to the federal and provincial authoritigs to guarantgg their work and fully proteet their physical
integgrity as well as to thoroughly invgstigate complaints of intimidation and attacks on them.



RECOMMENPEP WCTION: Please send appeals to arrivg as quickly as possible, in Spanish or your
own language:

- grpressing gour coneegrn that human rights lawyger lsaura Figugroa is beging intimidated and harassed,
and that her housg has bggn broKkegn into, sgemingly begcause of her Iggitimate Iggal work in rglation to
thosg who “disappgared” during the period of military government in {rgegntina;

- grpressing gour econcern that Fernanda Sanssong and €milio Ferrer have been intimidated in relation to
their work in the investigation into the Pozo de Vargas casg;

- calling for an immediate, indgpegndegnt and thorough invegstigation into thgseg and all intimidatory acts,
including theg break-in at the officgs of the [glesia Metfodista, and for the rgsults to bg madg public and
thosg rgsponsiblg brought to justice;

- asking for assurancgs that thg authoritics take all ngegssary steps to proteet laura Figugroa and
effectively guarantegg her safety and right to carry out her Iggitimatg work as a lawyer and human rights
defender, and also to proteet Fernanda Sanssong and all thosg who arg involved in the Pozo de Vargas
casg, ¢ffectively guarantgging their safety and right to carry out their [ggitimate work;

- urging the provincial and federal authoritigs to fully coopgratg with the investigation into the Pozo de
Vargas casg;

- calling on the federal authoritigs to adhgrg to its intgrnational obligations regarding human rights
defenders, as laid out in the UN Peclaration on the Right and Responsibility of Individuals, Groups and
Organs of Socigty to Promote and Protect Universally Recognised Human Rights and Fundamental
Freedoms adopted on 9 Deegmber 1998, the Organization of Imerican States Human Rights Pefenders in
the Imericas resolution adopted on 7 Jung 1999.

AppeAlss TO:

Govgrnor of Tucumén Provineg

Sefor Gobgrnador de la Provincia dg Tucumén
dr. Julio Miranda

Casa dg Gobigrno, 25 dg maygo 90

4000 San Miguel dg Tucumén, Tucumén
Hrgentina

Telggram: Gobegrnador deg Tucumén, Tucumén,
Argentina

Pax: + 54 381 43 11 138

Salutation: Sr. Gobegrnador/®Pgar Governor

Minister for Forgign (ffairs

Sr. Ministro deg Relaciongs €xterioregs, Comereio
Intgrnacional g Culto

®r. Carlos Ruckauf

Ministerio de Relaciongs €xteriores

€smeralda 1212, 1003 Bugnos dirgs, {rdgntina
Telggrams: Forgign Minister, Bugnos ires,
Mrgentina

Fax: + 54 11 4819 7359

Salutation: dr. Ministro/ Pear Minister

copies TO:

President of {Irdentina
Exeglgntisimo or. Presidente
Pr €duardo Puhalde
Presidegncia deg la Nacidn
Casa Rosada, Balcaree 50,

1064 Bugnos Hiregs, Argentina

Fax: + 54 114 344 3800

Salutation: €xemo. &r. Presidente/ Pear
President

Tucumén Newspaper

Piario l.a Gaceta

Mendoza 654, San Miguel dg Tucumén,
Prov. dg Tucumén, {drgentina

Fax: + 54 381 484 2200

and to diplomatic rgpregsentativgs of frggntina
aceregdited to your ecountry.

pedse S€N® IpPpedld IMMEPINTELY.
Chgek with the International Seergetariat, or gour
sgetion  officg, if sending appeals after 17
Pecember 2002.






