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SOUTH AFRICA: AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL DELEGATION IN SOUTH AFRICA 

ISSUES CALL FOR URGENT STEPS TO END KILLINGS IN KWAZULU NATAL 

 

DURBAN --- Amnesty International said today that the continuous human rights crisis in the 

KwaZulu Natal Province is in large part the crisis of impunity. 

 

 "Thousands of people have died in the conflict since the mid-1980s, but very few of the 

killers have been brought to justice," Amnesty International said  in its first press statement since 

it arrived in the country  last month. 

 

 The high-level Amnesty International delegation that is visiting South Africa for three 

weeks and is led by Secretary General Pierre Sané, returned again this month to KwaZulu Natal 

out of concern for the continuing tragic loss of life. Amnesty International has on a number of 

previous occasions visited the province. 

 

 During this visit, Amnesty International has tried to learn more about steps that may have 

been taken to address this crisis. The six-person delegation has travelled to violence torn 

communities in both the north and south coasts and spoken to victims and their family members. 

 

 In KwaZulu Natal, the delegation has also met with the provincial commissioner of 

police, members of special investigation units, representatives of the political parties and 

members of human rights organizations. 

 

The delegation has made some preliminary conclusions: 

 

 Amnesty International welcomes the efforts that have been made to address the problem 

of impunity through the work of the Investigation Task Unit and other special investigation units, 

such as those working in the Mandini area this year.  

 

 The organization also notes additional efforts have been taken to increase the security of 

vulnerable communities through the deployment of Operation  Jumbo and other efforts initiated 

through the provincial commissioner's office to ensure that public gatherings are peaceful. 

 

 

 Nevertheless, Amnesty International continues to be alarmed by the continuing evidence 

of killings still taking place without any effective investigations by police. The result is that the 

perpetrators are able to carry out further killings and other acts of intimidation with impunity. 

 

 In addition, there is evidence of involvement of certain members of the police in some of 

these killing and in assaults against members of local communities. These incidents include 

assaults and torture against witnesses cooperating with police investigations into killings. The 
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delegation has also received reports of assaults, torture and unlawful shootings by members of 

the South African National Defence Force.  

 

 Amnesty International is alarmed that individuals consistently identified as perpetrators 

of human rights abuses by communities in certain areas appear to be acting with the collusion of 

the locally based police. 

 

 As a consequence, distressingly large numbers of people are forced to flee their homes, 

and live in the bush or in displaced persons camps out of fear for their lives. 

 

 "We fear that in the context of continuing political dead-lock, the pattern of impunity will 

continue and more lives will be lost," Amnesty International said. 

 

The delegation also made some preliminary recommendations: 

 

 The South African state, both at the national and provincial level, has a duty to bring the 

perpetrators of the continuing killings to book. There is an urgent need for the national and 

provincial governments to cooperate in making sure that the province has sufficient resources to 

carry out effective investigations into political killings, protect witnesses effectively, and bring 

the perpetrators to justice. 

 

 The state has a responsibility to ensure that all members of the police and military 

involved in policing duties in the province are held accountable for their actions. Communities 

must be assured that speedy action will be taken to investigate, discipline and prosecute those 

officers involved in abuses. We commend the existing efforts to break the cycle of impunity, such 

as those by the Investigation Task Unit, and urge that those programs be strengthened. 

 

 Political parties in the province also have their responsibility to end the violence. The 

leadership of political parties must give unambiguous messages to party supporters that they must 

not become involved in deliberate and arbitrary killings or other human rights abuses.  

 

 Political leaders should make it clear to their followers that they will be prosecuted if 

they abuse human rights, and will not be shielded from the course of justice. 

 

 The Amnesty International delegation intends to make these and other recommendations 

in further high-level meetings in Pretoria with Thabo Mbeki, the Deputy Vice President of South 

Africa, and other cabinet ministers that are scheduled to meet the human rights organization this 

coming week.   
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