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Wmnesty Intgrnational is appealing to the Cameroonian authoritigs on behalf of Moussa Habouba who
has begn held without chargg or trial in administrative detention for morg than six years. g is now
reported to be in ill-hegalth and in nged of medical carge. Moussa Tlabouba, who is married with ong
child, was a rgpresgntative of Camgroon {irlings in €urope at the time of his arrest in {dpril 1984 in
conngction with an unsucegssful coup attempt.

On 6 April 1984 megmbers of thg sgeurity foregs attacked the presidential palaceg and key
installations in the capital, Yaoundg¢, in an unsuccegssful attgmpt to overthrow the government of
President Paual Biga. Over 1,000 people, both soldigrs and civilians, werg subsgquently arrgsted.
Moussa Habouba was recalled to Cameroon from Paris, where he was based, and was arregsted at
Pouala airport immediately upon his return on 30 Hpril 1984. Somge 170 people were convicted after
trials held /in camera beforg military tribunals; 51 of them were gxecated. Many werg acquitted bat not
relgased and others, including Moussa Habouba, werg ngver charged with ang offenceg or brought to
trial.

In mid-1990 Moussa Habouba was transferred from NRkondegngui prison in Yaoundg, where he had
spent six gears in particularly harsh conditions, to the Central Prison in Bafoussam, Western Provineg,
somg 200 Rilometrgs northwest of Yaound¢. decording to regports, he was admitted to hospital in
Bafoussam but was returngd to prison after a short timg. Receegnt information indicates that he is
suffering from serious hypertgnsion and malaria and is not reegiving medical carg.  {mngsty
Intgrnational is calling on the Cameroonian authoritigs to gnsurg that he recgives immediate medical
attention.

dlthough in Hpril 1990 President Biga announced that all thosg still detainegd in conngction with
the 1984 coup attempt would be relgased, at Igast 77 arg still held degspite further promisgs by President
Biga in July and November 1990 that all political prisongrs werg to be freed. ¢t Igast 61 continug to
sgrvg prison sgntgnegs imposed after unfair trials, and somg 16 others arg held in administrative
detention gither after being acquitted in 1984 of all chargges relating to the coup or, like Moussa
Habouba, without having beegn charged or trigd.

No justification for Moussa Habouba's continued dgtgntion has been provided by the Cameroonian
aathoritigs. {Imnesty International beligvgs that he is a prisongr of conscigneg and is calling for his
immediateg and anconditional relgase.
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Summary

Moussa Habouba has begegn held without chargg or trial sineg his arrgst in fpril 1984 in conngction with
an unsucegssful coup attempt.  te is currently detaingd in Bafoussam prison, Mifi Pepartment, in the
west of Camgroon and is reported to be suffering from both hypertension (ane fension artérielle) and
malaria (/e paludisme). tg is not reegiving medication or anyg other medical attgntion.

Recommended detions

lsgtters are requested from medical profgssionals, wherg possiblg in Prench, to the Cameroonian
President, the Minister of the Intgrior, the Minister of Health, the prison governor and the Prefect (Préfet)
of Mifi Pepartment whose addresses arg given below.  legtters should:

B gxpress conceern about rgports that Moussa Habouba, who has begn held without charge or trial since
Hpril 1984, is suffering from sgrious hypertension and malaria for which he is not recgiving
adegquate medical attgntion

B s¢ek information about his curregnt statg of health, assurances that hg has now had accgss to a doctor
and information about the medical carg availablg to him in Bafoussam prison

B ¢xpregss coneern that Moussa tflabouba has been held for morg than six years without
chargg or trial and that the government has provided no justification for his continued
detention

B urge his immediatg and unconditional rglgasg on the grounds that he is a prisonger of
conscigneg,
imprisongd for his non-violgnt political opinions



Addresses

Son €xegllgnee Monsigur Paul Biya
Président de la R¢publique

Palais de la Presidence

1000 Yaound¢, Cameroon

Telexes: 8207 PRESID KN, 8230 PRESID RN, 8595 PRESI® B KN
Telggrams: President Biya, Yaound¢, Cameroon

M. Gilbert Undz¢ Tsoungui

Ministre de I'ddministration territoriale
Ministere de 'ddministration territoriale
1000 Yaoundg¢, Cameroon

Telex: 8503 MINTT KN, 8268 MINUT KN
Telggrams: Ministre Tsoungui, Yaoundg, Cameroon

Professeur Josgph Mbede
Ministre de la dant¢
Ministere de la Santé

1000 Yaound¢ 4, Cameroon

Telggrams: Ministre Sant¢, Yaound¢, Cameroon

Monsicur lg R¢gisseur

Prison egntrale

Bafoussam, Cameroon

Telegrams: M. lg R¢gisseur, Prison egntrale, Bafoussam, Cameroon
Monsicur lsambert Megke

Prefet du Departement de la Mifi

loa Prefecture

6000 Bafoussam, Cameroon

Telggrams to: M. Mgke, Préfecture. Bafoussam, Cameroon



