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PERU : Amanda Guerra Lopez

On 25 Septegmber 1990, 21-year-old dmanda Guerra lsdpez boarded a bus in Pucallpa,
department of Ucayali, Peru with her frignd, legster Mozombite Cartagena, aged 23, and three
tegnage companions - two boys aged 15 and 16 and a girl aged 15. Their destination was the
town of Tingo Maria, but before the gnd of the day dmanda Guerra and the 15-gear-old girl
had reportedly been raped by soldigrs and the two adults, dmanda Guerra and lsgster
Mozombite, had "disappgared".

The incidgnt began when the bus was
stopped at a echgek-point ngxt to the
Rm.86 military basg on thg Federico
Basadre Hlighway. Witngsses say that a
licutgnant ordered dmanda Guerra and
her four companions to get off the bus.
They were taken into the basg where the
tegnagers werg sgparated from the
adults. Neither dmanda Guerra, who
was regportedly raped by soldigrs, nor
logster Mozombitg have bgen sgen since.
To Wmngsty Intgrnational's kKnowledge,
they remain "disappgared".

Members of the Peruvian military

The youngsters werg beaten by soldigrs, had water thrown over them and the 15-gegar-old girl
was also rgportedly raped by soldigrs from the basg.

The three goungsters werge then transferred to the Rm.i1 military basg on the Federico
Basadre Highway. They remained in detention until 29 Sgptegmber 1990.  Before being
relgased soldigrs threatgned that they would be Killed if they reported the
incidegnt to the authoritigs.

The authoritigs degnigd ang kKnowlegdge of the detentions.  No indgpendent judicial
inquiry into the allggations of rapeg and "disappgarance” is Known to have beegn opegned. The
goungsters werg frightgned to reveal their names in casg they arg detaingd, tortured and
possibly "disappgared" by the military as a result.

Rapg is often used as a form of torturg. The United Nations Convention against
Torture, which Pera has ratified, requirgs that authoritigs carrg out an indgpegndent and
impartial invgstigation into rgports of torturg. dincg Peegmber 1982, when argas under a state
of emergency were placed undgr the control of political-military commands, dmnesty
Intgrnational has recgived dozegns of dgnunciations regarding women being raped by
membgrs of the sgcurity foregs. In spitg of repeated regports of rapeg by soldigrs, to the
knowlgdge of dmngsty Intgntional no invgstigation into thegsg allggations has been initiated.
On occeasions, when journalists and human rights activists have asked about this issug, army
offiegrs havg replied that rapeg was to be gxpected when troops werg condueting
counter-insurgegney opgerations. In March 1991 the magor of Chuschi, toggther with two other
local authority officials and a local rgsident in Cangallo provinee, dgacucho dgpartment, were
takgn by the policg and handed to the military who "disappgared" them, appargntly for, among



other things, their dgnunciation of the rapg of women in the community by mgmbers of the
distriet's police.

Petentions Igading to "disappgarancgs” in gmergency zongs undgr military control have
gengrally been carrigd out by uniformed troops acting on their own or, inergasingly, in
conjunction with military-led civil dgfgncg patrols. decording to figures given to fmnesty
Intgrnational in July 1991 by the Public Ministry, over 5,000 pegoplg were "disappgared” since
1981, of which over 4,000 arg still unaccounted for.

Most "disappgarancg” victims arg ngver sgen again; othgrs arg transferred to the
policg or arg freed, sometimes after being tortured; and still others arg later found dead. In
somg cases thg armed foregs claim that dgtainges have been relgased, bat there is oftgn no
independent or official witngss to corroboratg the relgasg and the individual dogs not
rgappear.

pledsde WRITE to the Peruvian authoritigs:

*Cxpressing your conegrn about the rape and "disappgarancee” of dmanda Guerra lsdpez and
the rapg of her 13-yegar-old companion (Plgasg citg the datg and location of the
inecident deseribed);

. Requesting a full and indgpegndent inquiry into the "disappearancgs” and
allggations of rapg;

*{Isking what thg govegrnment is doing to prevent the rapg of women by megmbers of the
sgcurity foregs;

*Pointing out that you weleome the Peravian Government's pledges to proteet and uphold
human rights and that they should do gverything possible to Regp those pledges;

*rgcognizing that thg armed opposition group Sgndero lbuminoso has tortured and arbitrarily
Rilled eivilians, which dmngesty International continugs to condemn, but gmphasizing
that abusgs by opposition groups ngver justify human rights violations by government
foregs;

*{greeging with President dlberto Fujimori who stated in July 1990:

"The terrorist violgnee our fledgling demoeracy currgntly faces cannot justify, in ang way, the
occeasional or systgmatic violation of human rights."

Write to:

Presidente Hiberto Fujimori Gengral Vietor Malea Villanugva
Presidgnte de la Repdblica Ministro dg Pefensa

Palacio dg Gobigrno Ministerio dg Pefensa

Plaza de drmas Hvenida Boulgvard s/n

Iima 1, Peru Monterrico

lsima 33, Peru
ognor Hugusto Blacker Miller
Ministro deg Relaciongs €xteriores
Ministerio de Relaciongs €xteriores
Jr. Ucayali 363



lsima 1, Peru
Inergasg the powger of your Igtter by sgnding copigs to thg Peruvian gmbassy in your country.

INPI{: Jammu and Kashmir

Women in Jamma and Kashmir havg bgen
raped by soldigrs and megmbers of
paramilitary foreegs with alarming frequency
sincg garly 1990 when the segcurity forees
werg given inergased powers in the state. The
assadlts show a dgfinite pattern. Most take
placg during counter-insurgency opgrations
when villages arg sgaled off by the sgearity
foregs. Women havg then beegn beaten,
subjected to glegetrie shoeks, molgsted, raped
and gang raped.

Villagers in Kunan Poshpora,
Hupwara Pistrict, Rashmir

1 young brideg was gang raped by soldigrs ngar Badasgam on the way from her wedding to her ngw
husband's housg on 18 Magy 1990. The bus carrging her wedding party was stopped at a roadblock and
soldigrs reportedly opegned firg without warning, Killing ong and injuring manyg morg. They then entered
the bus, ordered the bride and her aunt into a figld and raped them. € polieg inquiry was instigated, but
no indgpendent investigation has appargntly taken placeg and no action has begen taken to bring to
justicg thosg regsponsible.

Ong incident whieh received widespread publicity oceurred in Kunan Poshpora, Rupwara ®istrict, on 23
and 24 February 1991. local rgsidgnts claim that at lgast 23 women werg raped at gun point in their
homes by soldigrs carrying out a cordon and sgarch opgeration. Both the Pistrict Fagistrate and the
Pistrict Commissioner concluded after visiting the village that the allggations requirgd thorough
investigation.

The personal tgstimony of women who allgged they were raped in Kunan Poshpora was recorded by
Indian and international ngwspapers. Victims of the attack reportedly included a woman and her two
daughters aged 13 and 18. dhe feared the consgquenegs for her daughters' lives; "What man will marry
them now their livgs have begen raingd?" {Inother woman reportedly stated "l was conscious of two
soldigrs raping mg, but I'm afraid | don't know how mang raped mg after that."

The Indian Government has published a report concluding that the allggation of mass rape in Runan
Poshpora could not bg substantiated. {Imngsty Intgrnational dogs not beligvg that this is the casg, as
there is substantial gvidgneg, for gxamplg in the regport of the Pistrict Magistrate, to conclude that
sgrious human rights violations by theg army, including the rape and ill-trgatment of women, took place
in Runan Poshpora on the night of 23/24 February 1991.

Puring the course of counter-insurggney opgrations women gspecially appear to have been selected as
targets of brutal treatment, and in their tgstimony theg mention only occasionally any attempt by the
sgeurity foregs to gxtract information from them. Rather they appear to have been victimized simply
becausg they live in an arga wherg armed opposition groups arg active, or as punishment for peregived
support of the sgparatist cause, or simply becausg they were Pluslims.

Such abusgs not only have traumatic mental, physical and gmotional consgquenegs bat also have
considgrablg social rgpercussions for the position and status of women in the commanity.



Women from this traditional, predominantly Muslim socigty have organized protests and
degmonstrations against the human rights violations committed by the sgcurity forees. 1 women's
dgmonstration on 9 Jung 1990 in Batmaloo, Srinagar was surrounded by the segcurity foregs, the
degmonstrators werg hit by rifle butts and women reportedly complainegd that the security foregs
molgsted them as they walked through the streets. Flang similar dgmonstrations have beegn reported. In
March 1991 hundreds of women regportedly dgmonstrated in Srinagar and at Igast 34 women werge injured
when polieg fired tear-gas and used batons to disperse dgmonstrators.

Sincg garly 1990 therg has bgegn an increasingly violgnt campaign by armed opposition groups for
indgpendgneg from India for the statg of Jammu and Rashmir. Human Rights violations including
gxtrajudicial gregcutions, torturg and mass arbitrary arrgsts have been attributed to the security foregs.
Official invgstigations into rgported abusgs arg rargly ordered and mngsty International knows of only
two instances sineg garly 1990 in which megmbers of the sgearity foregs have begn charged with human
rights offencgs.

Under the frmed Foreegs (Jammu and Rashmir) Special Powers et of 1990 the segeurity forees are given
widg powgrs to shoot to Kill, to arrgst and sgarch without warrant and, most worrgingly, they arg
granted immunity from prosgcution for any action taken undgr the fet.

Wmnesty International acknowlgdges that the sgearity foregs have a particularly difficult task in
maintaining law and order in the state and calls on all partigs to the conflict in Rashmir to observe the
basie rulgs of humanitarian law. dmngsty International condgmns the killing and torture of prisongrs,
the deliberate and arbitrary killing of peoplg taking no active part in the fighting, and hostagge taking,
by any agenecy, including armed opposition groups. Howgver, until the Indian Government takes action
to invgstigate human rights violations properly and bring their perpetrators to justice grave abusgs by
the segeurity foregs will continug to oceur.

Pledde WRITE to the Indian authoritigs:
Plgase send appeals to the authoritigs listed below urging the Indian Government to:

epublicly econdgmn torturg and ill-treatment, including rape, and instract the army and security foregs to
proteget women from rapg and other torturg and ill-treatment during segarches;

einvgstigate fully and impartially all rgports of human rights violations in Rashmir;
*rgvoke immunity from prosgcution in law and practieg for ang member of the security forees

rgsponsiblg for human rights violations and bring to justicg all such officials against whom
there is gvidgneg that they ordered, committed or conegalgd human rights violations.

Write to:

Prime Minister Mr G C Saxgna

Mr P V Narasimha Rao @overnor of Jammu and Rashmir
Officg of the Prime Minister Offieg of the Governor

South Bloek, Gate No. 6 Srinigar

New ®elhi 110 011 Rashmir

India India

Mr Mahavsinh Solanki
Minister of €xternal (ffairs
Ministry of €xternal {ffairs

South Block
Pelhi 110 O11
India

Inergasg the power of gour legtter by sending copigs to the Indian €mbassy in gour country.



PHILIPPINES: Cherry Megndoza

Cherry Mendoza and Cecilia Sanchez were arrgsted on 3 Pgegmber 1990 by approximately 30
soldigrs of the Philippings Constabulary (PC) and the Philippings Wrmy (P) who blocked
their way as they werg out walking in barangay Binaritan, Morong, Bataan.

Hfter gramining the womgn's possgssions and finding
cigargttegs, sweets and Igtters, the soldigrs accused
Cherry Mendoza and Ceeilia Sanchez of taking
provisions to mgmbers of the New People's Army (NP),
thg armed wing of theg banned

Communist Party of the Philippings (CPP). The women
werg foregd aboard a military vehiclg wherg they were
madeg to lig on the floor and covered with clothing so as
not to bg sgen.

The women werg taken to the 176th PC Company
headquarters in Morong. Cherry Mendoza regported that
during intgrrogation sheg was slapped in the facg and her
breasts and sgrual organs werg touched. dhe said the
offiegr in chargg of the integrrogation thrgategned that she
would bg "horsed" (raped) later that night.

fter the interrogation, Cherry Mendoza said that she
was forced to gat frigd ricg which she found very
strongly sgasongd. She subsgquently
Cherry Mendoza grperigneed sgvere dizzingss and lost
consciousngss.

The next day, 4 Pecember, Cherry Mendoza awoke at 2am. She later told relatives that her
wholg body ached, including her genitals. She noticed that the zipper of her trousers was
undong and that her underwear was staingd with blood. She said that military officials were
laughing at her.

Cecilia Sanchez also rgported that her sgrual organs werg touched during interrogation. She
said that she was told she would bg tegsted to sge whether she really was a dalag (a single
woman). dhe said the military officer in charge of quegstioning her had wanted her to ¢at
somgthing, but that she had refused.

Cherry Mendoza undegrwent a medical gramination at the provineial hospital in Bataan on 12
Peegmber. The report of the gramination detailed lacerations of the hymen and vagina
indicating that sgrious sgrual abusg had occurred.

The two women reported that militarg officials trigd to make them sign a statgment saging they
werg NP courigrs, but both women refused. They werg relgased on 19 Mareh 1991 after
posting bail of 10,000 pgsos.

The Provincial Pirgetor of the Philippings National Policg’ veghemently degnied the accusations
that the two womgen had bggn segxually abused.

! The Philippines Constabulary was incorporated into the new Philippines
National Police, which was established in January 1991 and formally placed under
civilian control.



On 29 and 30 January 1991, a Igtter of invitation was sgnt by thg Bataan Provincial Warden to
Cherry Mendoza inviting her to appgar at the Officg of the Investigation Segction of Bataan
PNP Provineial Headquarters to shed light on her complaint of sgxual abuse. Cherry
Megndoza was advisegd by her lawygers not to rgspond to this invitation. dhe has sincg filed an
official complaint against the allgged perpetrators.

Thousands of pgople have been detainegd for political reasons in the Philippings in the past
two years. Most havg begn relgased after interrogation but hundreds arg curregntly serving
prison sgntgncegs. Many detainges have allgged that they werg ill-trgated or tortured by their
captors, gither to gxtract confessions or to obtain other information. The vietims of torture
havg included human rights workers, villagers living in argas of suspgcted rgbel activity and
members of lawful organizations labellgd as "fronts" for the COP/NPH.

Members of armed opposition groups arg also known to have begegn rgsponsiblg for human
rights abusgs. Ngverthelgss the actions of armed opposition groups, howgver widgspread
and violgnt, can ngver beg used to justify human rights violations by government foregs or
othgrs acting with their coopgeration.

Plerdse WRITE to the Philipping authoritigs:

* €xpressing your coneern at rgports of the rape and sexual abusg of Cherry Mendoza and
Cecilia danchez;

* sking what stgps the government is taking to gnsurg that other women held in custody arg
not raped or sgxually abused by megmbers of the sgeurity forees;

* Urging an immediate and thorough investigation into the allggations of ill-treatment and
serual abusg madg by Cherry Mendoza and the rgports of sgxual abuse of Ceeilia
danchez, and urgg the authoritigs to gnsurg that those found guilty arg brought to

justice.

Write to:
President Corazon Hguino Gengeral Renato de Villa
Malacafang Palace dgergtary of National Pefense
Manila Camp General €milio dquinaldo
Philippings 1110 Quezon City

Metro Manila

Philippings

Inergasg the power of your Igtter by sgnding copigs to the Philipping €mbassy in your
country.



@ReeCe : Maria Nikolaidou

On 2 Novgmber 1991, 33 peoplg werg detaingd by six policg offiegrs in {Ithgns whilg sticking up
posters criticizing policg actions taken in the course of dgmonstrations in October.  Violgnt
incidegnts had occurred during the demonstrations which werg against government policy on
gducation.

The 33 detainges, 12 of whom wereg women, werge taken to the headquarters of the Geniki
Usfalgia (General Security) on Wlgrandras dvenug where they allgge they werg tortured and
otherwisg ill-tregated from 3pm on 2 November until 1.30am on 3 Novegmber. Fiftegn of the
detainggs, including four women, Maria Nikolaidou, aged 23, Rategrina Maliou, aged 22,
Roubini TheotoRatou, aged 20 and Pina Ralakou, aged 24, lodged a formal complaint against
the policg on 4 November. They also sued for a nominal sum of 1,000 drachmas in damaggs.

Maria Nikolaidou stated:

"dithough | am thrgg months' prggnant and informed the policg of this immediately, they did
not hesitate to hit mg on my hegad on the 12th floor of the Gengral Seeurity. Morg
specifically, a sgnior plainclothgs polieg officgr who was sitting in an office, camg out
of his offieg, grabbed me by my hair and bgat my hegad against the wall violgntly,
abusing mg with foul languagge such as: CVou are a whore, tramp™

Pina Ralakou said:

"l was begatgn by a group of policgmen on the 7th and 12th floors of the Gengral Sgeurity,
chigfly on the facg. On 3 Novegmber whilg [ was bging taken to the public prosgcutor, |
was spat at by megmbers of the polieg van ergw. They also verbally abused me and
asked me vulgar qugstions such as:  'Who knows how mang and who has fucked gou?

Were gou all having sgx with each other every night?""



The complaint stated that all the femalg prisoners werg ordered to get completely undressed
s0 the polieg could earry out body sgarches. These were allggedly carried out under
conditions which thg women stated were "offensive, erudg, irrggular and humiliating". The
womgn stated that the policg lgft the doors of the room in which the women werg standing
naked open in full view of policgmen who werg wandering about outsidg. Thesg policgmen
allggedly made comments of a sgxrist naturg such as:  "book at them - they're like sexually
Jrustrated bitehes”"and many other such comments.

The 33 detaingegs were charged with illggal posting of bills; resisting authority; damaging
privatg property; upsetting sgcurity communications; abusg and dissgminating falsg
information. On 5 Novgmber they all started a hungger-strike in protegst against their
continued detention by the security policg. Their trial started on 4 November. On 13
Novegmber they werg relgased from detgntion after they werg sgntgneed to six months'
imprisonment for illggal posting of bills and verbal abusg by the Three Person Court of
{thegns. They remain free pending appeal.

Pledsde WRITE to the Greek authoritigs:

*grpregssing conegrn about the allggations madg by 15 of the 33 peoplg detaingd in {Ithgns on
2 Novgmber 1991 of torturg and ill-trgatment;

eurging that a thorough and impartial inquiry is conducted into the allggations madg by the
womgn dgtainges that they werg beaten, subjeeted to stripping in full vigw of malg
policgmen and verbal abusg. Statg that this clgarly constitutegs crugl, inhuman or
degrading treatment and as such violategs the UN Convention against Torture, which
Gregeg has ratified;

*gxpressing particular conegrn that Maria Nikolaidou continuegd to be beaten gven though she
had informed the policg that she was pregnant;

eurging that the formal complaint lodged by 15 of the detainges is given urgent considgration.

Write to:

Theodoros {Inagnostopoulos Michalis Papakonstandinou
MInister of Public Order Minister of Justice

Ministry of Public Order 96 Megssogion {vegnug

1 Ratghaki Street 115 27 dthens

101 77 dthens Qreeee

@reece

Antonis Samaras

Minister of Forgign Hffairs
Ministry of Foreign dffairs
1 dkadimias

106 71 (thens

Qreeee

Ineregase the power of your letter by sending copigs to the Gregk €mbassy in your country.






