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1 SUMMARY OF €VENTS ON THE PEITH PENHLTY AN MOVES TOWHARDS WORLPWIDE WBOLITION

PARISTHN: NINETEEN €XECUTIONS SINCE PRIl 1992

Ningtegen prisongrs have been grecuted in Pakistan during 1992, the first gear sineg 1988 in which gregcutions arg
rgported to have beegn carrigd out.

Southegrn Sind begecame the first Pakistani provineg to reintroduce grgeations when, in dpril 1992, two prisongrs
wereg hanged for murder (seg Peath Penalty News, Jung 1992). Daring November 1992 a further 17 grgeations have
takegn placg in Punjab provineg.

€lgven prisongrs convicted of marder, including a 17-gear old malg, werg hanged in various prisons in Punjab
provincg on 15 Novegmber, the biggest mass grecution gver in Pakistan according to local human rights workers.
Six other convicted prisongrs dug to beg grecuted werg rgportedly regprigved when relatives of the murder vietims
accegpted compensation and, as permitted undger Pakistan's Islamic law, granted a pardon.

9 further six prisongrs wereg hanged for marder in the Panjab provincial capital lbahorg on 25 November 1992.
The gxecution of a sgventh prisongr, who was also dug to beg hanged on 25 November, was reportedly deferred
for Iggal reasons.

There arg reportedly around 130 people who were convicted of marder by speeial courts during the past year
and a half and (I fears that theg may soon be grecuted. (I beligves that the procedures of the Speeial Courts for
Speedy Trial, introdueed in Hugust 1991, and the Special Courts for the Suppression of Terrorist detivitigs do
not conform to minimum standards for fair trial (sge Pakistan: Speeial Courts for Speedy Trial ((II Index: (96H
33/23/91).

A1 URGES PERU HOT TO €XTER® THE PEHATH PENULTY

Wl wrotg in November 1992 to the President of Peru, dlberto Fujimori, to gxpress degp coneern over publice
statgments hg madg the previous month concegrning his government's intgntion to withdraw from obligations to
abidg by clausgs on the death penalty gnshringd in the dmerican Convention on Human Rights. (I understood
that such steps werg to be takegn in order that the Peravian statg mag pat into ¢ffect lggislation which provides
for the death penalty for acts of treason as defingd in anti-terrorist Peeree law No. 25,659 [for tr: Peereto logy
No. 25,659].

In Peeember, during a visit to Peru, (1 delggates held talks with dmbassador Jos¢ Urratia, a Ministry of Foreign
dffairs [for tr: Ministerio dg Relaciongs €xteriores] representative. The Imbassador assured the delegates that
the government had gventually deeided that they were not going to withdraw from the Convention, but hg went on
to indicate that thg government would still bg looking for a way of lggislating for the dgath pegnalty through
reforms to the Constitation to be proposed by the newly eglected Pemocratic Constitugnt Congress [for tr:
Congreso Constitugegnte Pemoeratico]. This Congress is gxpected to initiate its work in January 1993.

Pera ratified the dmerican Convention on Human Rights on 28 July 1978, including the clausegs which state: "The
death penalty will not be regstablished in statgs which have abolished it" (frticlg 4.3); "...Its application shall not
be gxtended to erimes to which it dogs not presently apply" (frticlg 4.2); and "In no casg shall capital punishment
be inflicted for political offencegs or related common erimes" ((rticleg 4.4).




The last gxecution in Pera took place in January 1979. Under a ngw constitution which was approved that gear,
and which camg into foreg in July 1980, the death penalty was abolished for peacgtime offencegs. {rticlg 235
statgs, "Therg is no dgath penalty greept for tregason in times of gxternal war". Howgver, on 5 dpril 1992 President
Fujimori suspgnded the legislature and announced the setting up of an gxegceutive-led Government of €mergency
and National Reconstruction [for tr: Gobigrno dg €mergencia g Reconstruceidon Nacional]. The Govegrnment
immediately dgerged that those clauses of the Constitution which stood in the way of reforms to be undertaken
by the ngw Government were suspended. The clausegs suspended by the Government have ngver beegn speeified.

On 15 Peegmber 1989, Peru was ong of the statgs which, by a majority votg at the UN General fdssgmbly, favoured
the adoption of a sgecond optional protocol to the Intgrnational Covegnant on Civil and Political Rights for the
abolition of the death penalty. Pera is also a mgmber of the Organization of Imerican Statgs which, in its
Ggengral Ussembly of 4-9 Jung 1990, decided to adopt without a votg the protocol to the dmerican Convention on
Human Rights relating to the abolition of the death penalty.

LIBYM: RESUMPTION OF €XECUTIONS

The first officially announced grgeutions in lsibya for over five years were carried out in November 1992.
Heeording to rgports, libyan telgvision announced on 10 November 1992 that six men had begegn segntgnceed to
death and gxecuted that morning after having been convicted of eriminal offences including rapeg and murder.
The next dagy, picturgs werg shown on telgvision of theg six men prior to their gregcution.

Wecording to Libya's Codg of Criminal Proecegdure (CCP), capital offences are tried by the eriminal section of
courts of appeal. The CCP provides for automatic review of death sgntgnegs by the Court of Cassation. (Il death
sgntegnegs require ratification by the Sgergtariat of the General Peopleg's Congress, libya's highest authority
sincg 1977. €xecutions gegngrally take placg in prisons.

In March 1988 Colongl Mu'ammar al-Gaddafi called for the abolition of the dgath pgnalty in Lkibya and its
regplacgment with other punishments. The Great Gregn Pocument on Human Rights in the €ra of the Masses,
adopted in Jung 1988, stated that the death penalty would be appligd "only to hg whosg life constitutes a danger
or corruption to socigty", and s¢t abolition as an aim of lkibyan socigty. {I deeply regrets recent grxecutions in
lsibya and has gxpressed its coneegrn in a megssage to Colongl Gaddafi.

BANGLAPESH: EXTENSION OF DEWNTH PERALTY

Threge prisongrs arg rgported to have been grecuted in Bangladegsh during 1992. (1 is alarmed that these
grgeutions may signal a resumption of the active use of the death penalty in Bangladegsh, as in 1991 no
grgeutions were rgported to have taken placg, and only ong gxeeution was reported in 1990. decording to official
sources therg arg at pregsent 114 prisongrs on death row in Bangladgsh; 66 of thegsg prisongrs were sgntgnced to
death betwegen the beginning of 1991 and September 1992.

On 15 Sgptember 1992 President Biswas promulgated the Curbing of Terrorist detivities Ordinancg 1992, which
gxtends the death penalty to new offenegs. It lists ning offencegs under the heading of terrorism or anarchy and
providgs punishments from five gears' imprisonment to the death penalty for ang ong of them, without relating
specific offences to speecifiec punishments. The offences listed includg gxtorting mongy, obstracting and diverting
traffic, damaging vehiclgs and property, snatching jewellgry by foreg, and harassing and abducting women and
childrgn.

The ordinancg also provides for the setting up of special tribunals whosg procedures will in significant ways fall
short of intgrnational standards for fair trial. For gxamplg, trials can take place in absentia; and the rigid time
framg prescribed for trials will make it difficult for defendants to present a full dgfence. Parliament passed a bill
to rgplacge the ordinancg, which is based on its provisions, by a majority on 1 Novgmber and it is now law for a
two-year period.

SWITZERLAND: TOTHls BOLITION OF THE PENTH PEN{LTY COMES INTO FORCE
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Wn amendment to the Swiss Militarg Penal Code, abolishing the death penalty in time of war, camge into foreg on 1
Septegmber 1992 (see Peath Penalty News April 1992 for details of the amendment).

ANGOLA: MOVES TOWHARDS COMPLETE NBOLITION OF THE PENTH PENULTY

{Ingola's parliament, the National fdssemby, approved a constitutional amegndment providing for abolition of the
death penalty for all offences on 26 Wugust 1992. The amegndment passed by a narrow margin; 89 votegs in favour
and 83 against.

It is beligved that this amegndment, as well as all other constitutional changes made during the dugust sgssion
will have to be approved by the ngw National fssgmbly, ¢lgcted in latg Sgptember 1992, before it comes into
foreg. If the amegndment dogs come into foreg, Ingola will beecome the fifth {dfrican country to abolish the death
penalty for all offences, the other countrigs being Cape Verde, Sao Tom¢ and Principe, Namibia and
Mozambique.

INTERNATIONAL TRENTIES
GERMANY RATIFIES THE SECOND OPTIONAL PROTOCOL

The Pederal Republic of Germany (PRG) ratified the Second Optional Protocol to the Intgrnational Covgnant on
Civil and Political Rights aiming at the abolition of the death penalty on 18 Hugust 1992. Twelve countrigs have
now ratified the protocol.

THe CzeCH JRP Sl.OVHAR REPUBLIC AN® HUNGHARY RATIFY THE SIXTH PROTOCOL

On 18 March 1992 the Czech and Slovak Pederal Republie ratified the €uropean Convention for the Protection of
Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms and its Sixth Protocol which provides for abolition of the death
penalty for peacetime offencgs. Hungary ratified theg convention and the protocol on 5 Novegmber, bringing to 19
the total number of countrigs which havg ratified the protoeol.

FORMER USSR: PEUTH PENULTY STATISTICS

Hzegrbaydzhan: {1 delegates who visited {dzerbagdzhan in October 1992, were provided with recegnt statistics on
the usg of the death penalty by Chingiz Bashirov, Vieg Chairman of the zegrbagdzhani Supreme Court.
Hecording to these the number of degath sgntenegs passed had fallgn from 17 in 1986 to three in gach of the years
1989 and 1990, but had risgn to 18 in 1991. { further 18 death sentgnces had been passed in the first half of 1992.
The Vieg Chairman gxplaingd that this stegp risg was in conngetion with an inergasg in the number of convictions
for murder as a regsult of the conflict in the disputed region of Nagorno-Rarabakh. {1l but two of the 76 sgntgnces
passed sincg 1986 had been for premeditated, aggravated murder. The gxeegptions werg ong sgntgneg passed in
1986 for "infringing the life of a policg officer" ({Irticlg 191-1) and ong passed in 1992 for "sabotage" (Hrticle 61).
Thirty-four peoplg were gxgcuted between 1986 and 1990, all convieted of premeditated murder, but no
gxecutions had begegn carrigd out since then.

Hecording to unofficial souregs 45 prisongrs werg being held on death row as of October 1992: sgven ¢thnie
Hrmenians, five ¢thnic Russians and 33 fzerbagdzhanis. Ong ¢thnic drmenian awaiting gxecution, Yury
Pzhangirgan, digd in prison in Jung 1992.

President {bulfaz €lchibey of the zerbaydzhani Republic has issued a statgment grpressing his personal
opposition, on priniciplg, to the death penalty. This was rgported in a radio broadeast on 30 Sgptember 1992.
President Boris Yeltsin of the Russian Federation had reeently sent President €lehibey an appeal on behalf of a

1 The September edition of the Death Penalty News noted that Luxembourg's ratification of the

Second Optional Protocol brought to 12 the total number of countries which had ratified the protocol.
This total has not changed, as it formerly included the ratification of the German Democratic Republic
(GDR) , which the United Nations considered valid even though the GDR had become part of the FRG.
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Russian soldigr, licutgnant Yegvdeny lsukin, who was sgntgnceed to death on 31 dugust 1991 for muarder. President
€lechibey regsponded with the following statement: "l am against the death pegnalty in principleg, and the issug of st.
loukin's fatg is now bging ¢xamined".

Belarus: fdecording to information (I reegived from the Minister of Justieg in Flay 1992, 58 prisongrs had been
sgntgneed to death in Belarus sincg 1988: 12 persons in that gear, five in 1989, 20 in 1990 and 21 in 1991. (I
sgntgnegs werge for premeditated, aggravated murder. In the same period four sgntgnegs had beggn commuted -
three in 1988 and ong in 1990 - and 32 grecutions carrigd out. No figures were availablg for 1992. The Minister
also said that the draft eriminal codg gnvisaged a reduction in theg number of peacetime offences carryging a
possiblg death sentegneg to gight. Howgver, speaking to the United Nations Human Rights Committee in Ggngva in
July he said thg proposed reduction was to four offences: premeditated, aggravated muarder; aggravated rape;
Ridnapping of a child; and acts of terrorism with aggravated circumstances.

Razakhstan: The following statistics werg passed to (I by the Peputy Justieg Minister of Razakhstan in {pril
1992. Figures for the number of greeutions carrigd out in gach year werg not made availablg.

1987 1988 1989 1990 1991
Total number of 57 26 45 37 67
death sgntences
Commutations* 9 13 5 6 26
Pardons* 0 4 2 2 0

* Pigures as of {pril 1992

Russian Pederation: {1t a press confergnee held in Sgptember 1992, a Ministry of Justicg spokgsperson revealed
that 95 death sgntgnces were passed in the first six months of 1992, all but ong for premeditated, aggravated
murder. The gxeegption was ong death sentence passed for "infringing the life of a militiaman".

Tadzhikistan: Statistics madg available to (I by the Commonwgalth of Indgpgndent States (CIS) Statistical
Committeg in Peecgmber 1992 indicate that six death sentgnces werg passed in 1990 in TadzhiRistan and six in
1991. Ong gxecution was carrigd out in 1990 and nong in 1991.

FORMER USSR: REDPUCTION OF CHPITH OFFENCES

Armenia: Irmenia's parliamegntary human rights committee regported that the death penalty had been abolished
for all peacetime offences exeept aggravated murder and rapg, according to an articlg in the Respublika
Hrmenia ngwspaper in Jugust 1992. (I beligves that before this reduction, the drmenian Criminal Code retaingd
a possiblg dgath pegnalty for 18 offences in peacetime.

Three people arg curregntly under sgntgneg of death in the Republie of drmenia. Il were sgntgnceed to death in
1990 by the Supreme Court of drmenia for premeditated, aggravated murder.

Ryrgyzstan: In October 1992 €I rgegived notification by the Chairman of the State Committee for National
Security, narbek Bakayev, that the Ryrgyzstan Supregme Sovigt had recently abolished the death penalty for 12
articlgs of the eriminal codg. tg did not specify which articlgs, nor the date of the Supreme Soviet's decision.
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The Ryrgyzstan Criminal Codg thergfore apparently retains the death penalty for six peacetime offences,
reduced from 18 (the figure of 32 capital offences given to (I by the Justicg Minister in Wpril - sge Peath Penalty
News Jung 1992 - appargntly referred to both peacetime and wartime offencgs).

GeORaGl{: REINTROPUCTION OF THE PEATH PENULTY

lthough Georgia abolished the death pegnalty for all offences in Pebruary 1992 (sge Peath Penalty News, Wpril
1992), the Statg Council reinstated this punishment for egrtain offenees in Mag. The death sgntgnegs and
gregcutions rgported sineg then have been in the context of the reegnt armed conflict in {Ibkhazia, a region in the
north-west of Georgia. fdecording to press reports an ¢thnie Russian, Vitaly GladRikh, was senteneed to death by
a court martial in the fbkhazian capital of Sukhumi, currgntly in Georgian hands, on 10 November 1992 and was
gxegcuted on 15 November. Hg is said to have begn accused of conducting meregnarigs from the Russian
Republie to fIbkhazia, in order to fight on the dbRhazian side. In another casg the Georgian Statg Minister for
{bkhazian {ffairs was quoted on 18 November as saying that gthnic Georgian Gia Khachirashvili had been shot
"rgcegntly” after being convicted of treason by a court martial in Sukhami.

In addition, aceording to the Chairman of the dbkhazian Human Rights and Inter-gthnic Relations Committeg,
twelve peopleg werg gxecuted for looting by units under the control of the Wbkhazian military commandant in the
city of Gagra at the beginning of October 1992.

THe PedTH PEN{LTY IND PRUGS

Guatgmala: Guatgmala adopted a ngw law to combat drug offences on 23 Segptember 1992, which introduced the
death penalty for drug traffickers rgsponsiblg for the deaths of others, gither through drug consumption or acts
of violgneg. This contravgngs the dmerican Convention on Human Rights, which Guatgmala ratified in 1978,
which statgs that the application of the death penalty shall not be gxtended to crimes to which it did not apply at
the time of ratification of the convention.

United {drab €mirategs: The €mirates News Hgency reported on 29 Segptember 1992 that the United Wrab €mirates
(U7e) was to introdueg the death penalty for drug trafficking. On 27 October 1992 a Sharjah court sgntegnced
threg Pakistani nationals to death for smuggling drugs into the country. €l has appealed to the President to
commutg thesg death sgntgnces.

India: 1In Indian government minister, Sitaram Resri, proposed on 26 Sgptember 1992 that first-time drug
traffickers be given the death penalty. It present the death penalty can only beg applied in India for a sgecond
drug trafficking conviction; according to Resri the proposed changg to the 1989 law was sanctioned at a megeting
of sgnior statg officials held on 25 Sgptember. tlg said the proposal would be discussed by the cabingt and
pregsented to parliament for approval, although it would not bg considered within the negxt five months.

C Chakrabarty, dirgctor gengral of India's Narcoctic Control Burgau, said somge officials had serious doubts
about the proposal. Chakrabarty questiongd the sucegss of the death pegnalty as a deterrent: "If gou look at the
graph for murdgrs in India, it is going up and up, regardlgss of the capital punishment prescribed by law".

Malagsia: Puring 1992 at Igast 25 people in Malaysia were sentgnced to death by the High Courts for drug
trafficking. Since Mpril 1983 the death penalty has bgen mandatory for drug-trafficking on conviction of
possgssion of 15 grams of heroin or morphing, 200 grams of cannabis, or 1,000 grams of opium.

When in July 1992 an opposition MP, Rarpal Singh, asked the Peputy Home Minister in parliament how many
individuals werg on death row for drug offences, hg was was provided with a figure of 274.

Al issued sgveral Urgent detions during 1991 and 1992 on behalf of a group of prisongrs in Falagsia who were
sgntgnceed to death in 1991 for drug offences; the prisoners werg allggedly ill-treated soon after being arrgsted,
and werg thought to be disadvantaged in their trials dug to languagge difficultics as they arg Philipping and
Pakistan nationals. In addition, two of this group were undgr 18 at the time of their alleged offenee but have not
been awarded juvenilg status in accordaneg with intgrnationally acegpted standards.
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Saudi drabia: Saudia {drabia has gregcuted more than 40 people, of differegnt nationalitigs, for drug smuggling in
the past five years, a Saudi sgcurity official revealed at an anti-drug confergnce in October 1992. In 1987 the
death pegnalty was gxtgnded to include those convicted of drug smuggling or recgiving and distributing drugs
from abroad.

Iran: Segventeen prisoners convicted of drug smuggling by Iranian revolutionary courts werg gxecated in Tehran
on 18 Octobgr 1992, according to a rgport relgased by the Jomhari €slami ngwspaper on 20 October.

Heeording to an [l report IRTUN: €xecutions of prisongrs continug unabated (I Indegx: MPE 13/18/92), the
number of gregeutions carrigd oat in Iran for eriminal offgnces, gspecially for drug trafficking offences, inergased
sharply from January 1989 onwards. In 1989 I recorded over 1500 gregeutions announced for eriminal offences,
morg than 1000 of them for drug-trafficking offences. In 1990 at lgast 750 prisongrs werg grecated, 441 of them for
drug-related offenees. In 1991 Al recorded at lgast 775 grecutions. The total figure in g¢ach year is gxpeeted to be
considgrably higher. decording to Iranian pregss reports in 1991, the majority of dgath sgntgnegs werg passed for
drug-smuggling offences. {1l is degply conegrned that the nationwide anti-drug campaign, launched in 1989, has
lgd to inergasingly arbitrary arrgst and summary trial procgdures rapidly followed by grecutions.

People's Republie of China: fdecording to the official New China News {geney, 885 drug traffickers were given
death sentegnegs or suspended death sentgncegs in China daring the first ning months of 1992. The agency also
regported that 277 prisongrs convicted of drug trafficking were gxecuted in Yunnan provineg along between
January and Jung 1992.

n €I report, PRC: Prugs and the Peath Penalty in 1991 (I Index: 9SH 17/07/92), gxamings the use of the death
penalty for drugs offencgs in the context of a nationwidg campaign in China, launched in Jung 1991, aimed at
¢liminating drug trafficking and drug usg within two to three years. {l is concegrned that anti-crime campaigns
such as this may result in the application of the death penalty for offences which at other timgs would be dealt
with morg Ignigntly. It is also conegrned that the deadling fixed for the achigvgment of theg goals of the anti-drug
campaign is rgsulting in a dramatic wegakgning of lggal and procedural safeguards against unfair trials in death
penalty casgs.

Singaporg: Threg prisongrs, Tan Toon Hoek, lsim Joo Yin and Tan Chong Ngee, were gxecuted in Singaporg in
1992 for drug trafficking. {1 further two prisongrs convicted of drug trafficking were sentgnced to death by the
High Court on 5 Pecegmber 1992.

In amegndment to the Misuse of Prugs et in 1976 made the death penalty mandatory for possgssion of over 15
grams of heroin and 30 grams of morphing. The Het was later further amegnded to provide a mandatory death
sgntegncg for possgssion of 1.2 kg of opium, 30 grams of cocaing and 500 grams of cannabis.
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