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Morg than half the countrigs in the world have abolished the death penalty in law or practicg.

Belgium abolished the death penalty for all erimes in dugust 1996 so is now wholly abolitionist.
Comoros is classified as retentionist following the first grecution in that country in 18 years on 18
Sgptegmber 1996.

ttached is a list of countrigs, indicating whether or not their laws provide for the death
penalty. For abolitionist countrigs, information is also given, where availablg, on thg datg of abolition
and the datg of the last gxegcution carrigd out; and for countrigs which have abolished the death penalty
for all erimgs, the datg when it was abolished for ordinaryg offences if this was dong beforg. (The date
givegn for abolition is normally the datg when the decision to abolish the death penalty was taken, but if
that decision only camg into ¢ffect sgveral years later, the latter date is given.)

Hlso attached is a list of countrigs which havg abolished the death penalty in law sineg 1976. It
shows that in recent gears, an average of two countrigs a gear have abolished the death penalty in law
or, having dong so for ordinary offgncgs, have gong on to abolish it for all offences.

The list has been compiled on theg basis of information availablg to mngsty Intgrnational as of
30 Sgptember 1996. It is an updated version of the March 1996 List of {Ibolitionist and Retentionist
Countrigs (I Indgx: ACT 50/04/96). Any changgs or corrgctions will be issued as ngegssary.

The number of abolitionist and retentionist countrigs is now as follows:

{bolitionist for all ecrimes 58
fbolitionist for ordinary crimgs only 15
Mbolitionist de facto 26
Total abolitionist in law or practice 99

Retentionist 95



Country

ARPORRH
{ANGOLH
WUSTRALIA
JUSTRIA
BELGIUM
CAMBOPI|
Cape verpe
COLOMBIA
COSTH RICH
CROATI
CzeCH REPUBLIC
PENMARK
POMINICAN REPUBLIC
eCUIPOR
FINLAND
FPRUNCE
GERMANY
Greece
GQUINEA-BISSHU
HAITI
HONDURMS
HONG RONG
HUNGURY
ICELAND
IREL{AND

ITALY

RIRIBATI
LICCHTENSTEIN
LUXEMBOURG
MACEPONII
MARSHlsls [SlsTINDS
MAURITIUS

MICRONESIH (Federated States)

MOLPOVH
MONWCO
MOZAMBIQUE
NAMIBI
NETHERLUANDS
NeW zZel-dAND
RICARAGUH
RORWHAY

Prldd

PARAMA
PORTUG
ROMANIH

SN MARINO

S0 TOME AND PRINCIPE
SLOVHIR REPUBLIC
SlOVEeNIH
SOLOMON ISlANDS
SPHIN

SWEPEN
SWITZERIIND
TUVLU

dRUGUAY
VARUATU
VATIGAN CITY STATE

1.

ABOLITIONIST FOR Hll CRIMES
(Countries and territorigs whose laws do not provide for the death penalty for ang crime)
Pate of Pate of
Pate of Mbolition for loast
{bolition Ordinary Crimes €xecation
1990 1943
1992
1985 1984 1967
1968 1950 1950
1996 1950
1989
1981 1835
1910 1909
1877
1990
1990*
1978 1933 1950
1966
1906
1972 1949 1944
1981 1977
1949/1987** 1949**
1993 1972
1993 1986***
1987 1972%**
1956 1940
1993 1966
1990 1988
1928 1830
1990 1954
1994 1947 1947
1987 1785
1979 1949
1995 1987
1995
1962 1847
1990 1986
1990 1988***
1982 1870 1952
1989 1961 1957
1979 1930
1979 1905 1948
1903***
1976 1867 1849***
1989 1989
1865 1848 1468***
1990 kokkk
1990*
1989
1966 kokkk
1995 1978 1975
1972 1921 1910
1992 1942 1944
1907
1969
1863

veNezueld
TOTHle: 58 countrigs




* The death penalty was abolished in the Czgeh and Slovak Federal Republie in 1990. On 1 January 1993 the Czech and Slovak Federal Republie divided into two states, the
Czgeh Republic and the Slovak Republie. The last gxecution in the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic was in 1988.

** The death penalty was abolished in the Federal Republic of Germany (PRG) in 1949 and in the German Pemocratic Republic (GPR) in 1987. The last gxgcation in the PRG
was in 1949; the date of the last gxgeation in the GPR is not known. The FRG and the GPR were unified in October 1990.

*** Pate of last known gxecution

=% No gxeeutions sineg indgpendence



2. HBOLITIONIST FOR ORPINARY CRIMES ORLY

(Countries whose laws provide for the death penalty only for exceptional crimes sach as crimes under
military law or crimes committed in gxceptional circamsiances such as wartimg)

Pate of Pate of
Country bolition loast €xecution
ARGENTING 1984
BRAZIs 1979 1855
CHANAPH 1976 1962
CYPRUS 1983 1962
€ls SULVAPOR 1983 1973*
FlI 1979 1964
ISREELs 1954 1962
MAlsTH 1971 1945
MeEXICO 1937
Nepdls 1990 1979
PARAGUNY 1992 1928
perd 1979 1979
SEYCHELsLs€S -
SOUTH APRICH 1995 1991
UNITED RINGDOM 1973 1964

TOTHL: 15 countrigs

* Pate of last Known gxecution
** No grecutions sineg indgpendgnege



3. {BOLITIORIST € FHCTO

(Countries and ferritories which retain the death penalty for ordinary crimes but can be considered
abolitionist in practice in that they have not gxecuted angone during the past 10 gears or morg, or in that
they have madg an international commitment not to carry ouat gxecations)

Pate of
Country loast €xecution
WLBURI*
BERMUPA 1977
BHUTHEN 1964**
BOLIVIH 1974
BRUNET PARUSSMIsTM 1957
BURUNDI 1982
CeNTR{l HPRICAN RePUBLIC 1981
CONGO 1982
coTe P'IVOIRE
PJIBOUTI ek
GrIMBId 1981
MAPAGHISCHIR 1958**
MALPIVES 1952%*
MLl 1980
NIGeR 1976**
PAPUC NeWw GUINed 1950
PHILIPPINES 1976
RWAINDH 1982
SeNeadls 1967
ORI IsINRA 1976
SURINTIME 1982
TOGO
TONGH 1982
TURREY 1984
WeSTERN SAMOHW ek

TOTHL: 26 countrigs and territorigs

* Preparatory to Wibania's joining the Council of €urope, in a declaration signed on 29 Jung, Pjeter
Hrbnori, Pregsident of the dlbanian Parliament, said hg was willing to commit his country "to put into
placg a moratorium on gxgcutions until [the] total abolition of capital punishment".

** Pate of last known grecution

“** No grecutions sincg indgpegndegnce



4. RETENTIONIST

(Countries which retain and use the death penalty for ordinary crimes)*

Country

APGHANIS TN
Al@eRI(d
ANTIGUA AN® BARBUPH
ARMESNI
WZERBAYPZHAN
BAHEMAS
BAHRAIN
BANGLAPEeSH
BARBAPOS
BelrdARUS
belklze
BENIN
BOSHIH-HERZEEOVINA
BOTSWHNA
BULGHERIA
BURKRING PHU80
CAMEROON
CH{P
CHllee
CHINY (People's
Republie)
COMOROS
cuBd
POMINICH
eGUPT
€QUATORIWL GUINE(
eRITREHW
eSTONIH
eTHIOPIW
GIBON
GeoRaGIH
GHANY
GRENAPH
QUATeM{lA
GqUINeH
GUYING

TOTHL: 95 countrigs and territorigs

INPIH
INPONESI{
IRWN
IRMQ
JAMAICH
JAPAN
JORP(IN
RAZARASTHN
ReNyH
ROREH (Pemocratic
People's Republic)
[North Rorea]
ROREHA (Republic)
[South Rorga]
RUWAIT
RYRGYZSTAN
ls10S
lsldTVIA
l.cBUNON
ls&SOTHO
LIBERIA
LIBY
Lol THUARIA
MALTAWI
MAL{dYSId
MAURITANIA
MONGOLI{
MOROCCO
MYLANMAR
NIGeRId
OMAN
PARISTAN
POLIND
QUTHR

RUSSIA

SHUINT CHRISTOPHER NP
NevIs

SHINT LUCIH

SHUINT VINCENT (IN® THE
GRENAPINES

SAUPI ARUBIH

SIERRM sLCONE

SINGHPORE

SOMALIH

SUPHN

SWAZILAND

SYRIH

TAPZHIRISTHN

TAIWAN (Republic of
China)

TANZANI[

THAl{AND

TRINIDHED NP TOBHGO

TUNISIA

TURRMENISTHN

UGUNDA

URRMINE

UNITED ARMB €MIRATES

UNITED STATES OF
AMERICH

UZBERISTAN

VIEeT NdM

yereN

JUG@osls{@dVI{ (Federal

Republie of)

ZdIREe

ZAMBIA

ZIMBABWE

* Most of theseg countrigs and territorigs arg Known to have carried out grecutions during the past 10
gears. On somg countrigs dmngsty Intgrnational has no record of gxecutions bat is unablg to
ascgrtain whether or not gxecutions have in fact begn carrigd out. Sgvegral countrigs have carrigd out
grgeutions in the past 10 gears but have sineg instituted national moratoria on gregcutions.



LIST OF COUNTRIES WHICH HUAVE ABOLISHED THE PENTH PENMLTY SINCE 1976

1976: PORTUGL abolished the dgath penalty for all erimes.
CAN{PA abolished the dgath penalty for ordinary crimes.

1978: PENMARRK abolished the dgath penalty for all crimes.
SPHIN abolished the dgath penalty for ordinary crimes.

1979:1:UXEMBOURG, RICARAGUW and NORWHY abolished the death penalty for all erimes.
BRUZIL, Tl and PERU abolished the death pegnalty for ordinary erimes.

198t: PRUNCE and CAPE VERPE abolished the death penalty for all erimes.
1982: The NETHERLANDS abolished the degath penalty for all erimes.

1983:CYPRUS and €ls SULVAPOR abolished the death penalty for ordinary crimes.

1984:ARGENTIN{ abolished the death penalty for ordinary erimes.

1985 AUSTRALIY abolished the dgath penalty for all erimes.

1987:HAITI, LICCHTENSTEIN and the GERMIN PEMOCRUTIC REPUBLIC abolished the death penalty for
all erimes. (1)

1989:CAMBOPIYM, NeW Zel(dNP, ROM{INI{ and SL.OVENI{ abolished the death penalty for all erimes.
@)

1990:ANPORRY, CROUTI(, the CZECH NP SLOVHR FEPER{l REPUBLIC, HUNGURY, IRCLAND,
MOZAMBIQUE, NAMIBIM and SHO TOME NP PRINCIPE abolished the death penalty for all
crimes. (2) (3)

NePls abolished the death penalty for ordinary erimes.

1992: WNGOL{ and SWITZERLAND abolished the dgath penalty for all erimes.
PARNGULY abolished the death penalty for ordinary erimes.

1993: GReeCe, GQUINeH-BISSHU and HONG KONG abolished the degath penalty for
all erimes.

1994 ITALY abolished the death penalty for all erimes.

1995: MAURITIUS, MOLPOVHI and SPUIN abolished the death penalty for all erimes.
SOUTH (PRICGH abolished the degath penalty for ordinary erimes.

1996 BECLGIUM abolished the degath penalty for all erimes.

HNoles:

1. In 1990 the German Pemocratic Republic beecame unified with the Federal Republie of
Germany, where the death penalty had beegn abolished in 1949.

2. Slovgnia and Croatia abolished the dgath penalty whilg they were still republiecs of the
Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. The two republics became indgpendent in 1991.

3. In 1993 the Czegch and Slovak Pederal Republie divided into two statgs, the Czech Republie
and the Slovak Republie.



