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FIFTY YEARS AGO, one man, outraged by injustices he

saw, made an appeal to others to unite with him in

common action.

He saw that by using our rights – our freedom to 

act for a just world – people together can achieve

extraordinary things.

Since 1961 countless individuals have worked with

Amnesty International for change. From London to

Santiago, from Sydney to Kampala, one person joined

with another to insist that the rights of each and every

human being are respected and protected.

It took many conversations, many letters and many

postcards. Friends spoke to family members. Old

colleagues spoke to new colleagues, and one by one

Amnesty International secured the release of tens of

thousands of people. People imprisoned for their

beliefs or their way of life. Fifty years on, severe

problems still persist but we know we can change this.

Fifty years has shown that one by one we can. We have.

CHANGE THIS WORLD! is an exhibition of 50 posters

produced by or for Amnesty International since its

founding in 1961. Some were created for major

campaigns, others were in response to world events,

some were produced for general awareness-raising. 

All of them make a lasting impact on the eye and mind,

and inspire action for change.  





1969
P

oster produced by Am
nesty International N

etherlands
in 1969 show

ing a prisoner of conscience m
arking off

the days in his cell. 

D
raw

ing by Joop Lieverst.
©

Joop Lieverst for Am
nesty International
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Index:  ACT 30/051/2011  English 





1977
P

oster produced by Am
nesty International U

SA for
P

risoner of C
onscience Year (1977). 

Lithograph by Joan M
iró (1893-1983), Spanish artist. 

©
Joan M

iró
for Am

nesty International/Prisoner of C
onscience 

Year 1977

amnesty.org/50
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1980
P

oster created in 1980 by Am
nesty International France

based on a quote by Victor H
ugo: “O

n ne baillonne pas
la lum

ière” (“They cannot m
uzzle the light”).

D
raw

ing by Alain C
arrier (b.1924), French artist.

©
Alain C

arrier for Am
nesty International

amnesty.org/50
Index:  ACT 30/053/2011  English 





1986
P

oster produced in 1986 by Am
nesty International 

Faroe Islands. 

W
atercolour draw

ing by O
livur við N

eyst (b.1953), 
Faroese painter and graphical artist.
D

esign: O
livur við N

eyst
©

Am
nesty International

amnesty.org/50
Index:  ACT 30/054/2011  English 





1987
P

oster produced in 1987 by Am
nesty International

Australia in response to hum
an rights violations in 

South Africa. 

D
esign by R

edback G
raphix, Perth; Peter C

urtis and
M

ichael C
allaghan.

©
Am

nesty International

amnesty.org/50
Index:  ACT 30/055/2011  English 





1987
P

oster produced in 1987 by Am
nesty International U

SA
to coincide w

ith the report U
S

A
: Th

e
 d

e
a

th
 p

e
n

a
lty. 

©
G

oodby, Silverstein and B
erlin (San Francisco ad agency)

amnesty.org/50
Index:  ACT 30/056/2011  English 





1988
P

oster for the H
um

an R
ights N

ow
! cam

paign in 1988 for
the 40th anniversary of the U

niversal D
eclaration of

H
um

an R
ights. 

D
raw

ing by Seym
our C

hw
ast (b. 1931), U

S graphic
designer.
©

Am
nesty International

amnesty.org/50
Index:  ACT 30/057/2011  English 





1994
P

oster produced by Am
nesty International Egypt for the

international cam
paign: H

um
an R

ights are W
om

en’s
R

ights (1994).
©

Am
nesty International

amnesty.org/50
Index:  ACT 30/058/2011  English 





1995
P

oster produced by Am
nesty International Israel in

1995. 

D
raw

ing by Lem
el Yossi (b.1957), Israeli graphic designer.

©
Lem

el Yossi for Am
nesty International

amnesty.org/50
Index:  ACT 30/059/2011  English 





1990s
P

oster highlighting Am
nesty International’s 

concerns about conditions in Venezuelan prisons 
during the 1990s. 

D
raw

ing by Venezuelan cartoonist Eneko de las H
eras 

(b. 1953).
©

Eneko de las H
eras for Am

nesty International Venezuela
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2009
P

oster produced by Am
nesty International B

elgium
(Francophone) for its “P

overty Is M
odern” cam

paign,
2009.
©

eB
oy Arts Inc. and Air B

russels
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1972
P

oster produced by Am
nesty International Sw

itzerland
for the 1972 C

am
paign against Torture. 

Photo by B
ill G

uhl; design by B
eat Knoblauch.

©
Am

nesty International Sw
itzerland
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1990
P

oster produced by Am
nesty International C

hile to
com

m
em

orate the re-establishm
ent of dem

ocracy 
in C

hile after 17 years of m
ilitary rule under G

eneral
Augusto P

inochet.
©

Am
nesty International

amnesty.org/50
Index:  ACT 30/063/2011  English 





1990
P

oster produced by Am
nesty International Senegal,

1990. 

D
raw

ing by O
. Talla W

ade.
©

Am
nesty International

amnesty.org/50
Index:  ACT 30/064/2011  English 





2005
P

oster produced by Am
nesty International G

reece 
in 2005 as part of the Stop Violence 
Against W

om
en cam

paign.

“W
om

an in Sorrow
”, by G

iorgos M
ardas.

D
esign ©

 Perikles M
atsoukis, G

iorgos M
ardas, D

avid Kaneen
Photography ©

 Fine Art Photographic Library/C
orbis/Apeiron

Photos 

amnesty.org/50
Index:  ACT 30/065/2011  English 





1998
P

oster produced by Am
nesty International U

SA in 1998
to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the U

niversal
D

eclaration of H
um

an R
ights. 

D
esign by W

oody Pirtle’s team
, Pentagram

 N
ew

 York.
©

Am
nesty International U

SA

amnesty.org/50
Index:  ACT 30/066/2011  English 
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