
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































TOGO 

Members of opposition parties, and sus­
Pected government opponents, including 
Prisoners of conscience and possible pris­
oners of conscience, were detained, 
mainly for short periods. Most were re. 
leased without charge or trial, but two re­
mained in detention at the end of the 
year. An army officer detained on his re­
turn from exile and two officers who re­
turned in 1995 remained in detention 
Without trial. An army officer and a Ger­
Illan diplomat appeared to have been ex­
trajudicially executed. 

Following the August legislative by­
elections. President Eyadema's RassembJe­
ment du peuple togolai., Rally of the !ogolese People, won the majority of seats 
ln the Legislative Assembly. Edcm Kodjo 
of the Union togo/aise pour 10 d�mocrotie 
(trrn), Togolese Union for Democracy, was 
replaced 8S Prime Minister by KW8ssi 
l(Juts6. 
. In April and June, at leaat five people 

closely linked with the LTI'D were arrested �d beld for 48 hours before being re· 
eased without charge. The five, all pris· 

oners of conscience, included David 01a· 
dakoun, Seth GI6 and Octave Nicou� 
:roohrn, special adviser to Prime Minister 

dem Kodjo. 
In May, three relatives of Komlavi 

�besse, whose photograph waa published 
er be was tortured and shot dead in 

April, were arrested for giving phcr 
tographs of the victim to La Tribune des �mocrotes, an independent newspaper. 
h Wo of them were released after several 

ours, but one remained in detention for 

lOGO 

more than three days before being released 
without charge. 

In June, Eric Lawson, Director of La 
Tribune des IMmocrotes, was sentenced jn 
absentia to five years' imprisonment. The 
court suspended the newspaper far six 
months and imposed a large fine. The dir· 
ector was accused of incitement to hatred, 
and false reporting for publishing an art· 
iele describing the circumstances of Kom· 
lavi Yebesse's death. 

Alfred Adomayakpor, former Director 
of the national police and military adviser 
to Edem Kodjo, was arrested in July and 
detained for more than three months for 
allegedly producing a pamphlet calling on 
the army to rebel. He was released without 
charge in September. 

Also in July, Claude Gumedzoe. a jew· 
eller, and Sergeant Augustin Ihou of the 
Togolese Armed Forces, were arrested by 
members of the gendarmerie because of 
their links with Or David Ihou, a former 
Minister of Health living in exile in Benin. 
The exact charges against them were not 
known, but the Togolese authorities ac­
cused Claude Gumedzoe of possessing a 
firearm. At the end of the year. they re­
mained in detention. 

In March, Folly Dagnon Koffi, a soldier 
who had fled to Ghana in 1993, was arres· 
ted on his return to Toga. He remained in 
detention at the end of the year, along with 
Adj6t6 Ako and Djekpo Jolevi, anny offi­
cers who had been arrested following their 
return from Benin in 1995 (see Amnesty 
International Report 1 996). By the end of 
the year no charges had been brought 
against any of the men. 

There were two killings by the armed 
forces in circumstances suggesting pass· 
ible extrajudicial executions. In January, 
Captain Azote, an army officer, was shot 
dead in Lom6 by a member of the anned 
forces. Tbe authorities reportedly said 
Captain Azote had been mistaken for a ter­
rorist as he was wearing a gun. Captain 
Azote was a member of the Ligue t0801aise 
des droits de l'homme, Togolese Human 
Rights League. He had been dismissed 
from the army after the attempted coup in 
1986 but reintegrated two months before 
the National Conference in 1991. 

In March, Thomas Rupprecht, a Ger­
man diplomat, was shot dead at a check­
point by members of the armed forces 
when he refused to allow them to search 
his car. 
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TONGA 

Three journalists and three pro-demo. 
cracy activists were detained for the non­
violent exercise of their right to freedom 
of expression. 

In January, 'Akilisi Pohiva, leader of the 
pro-democracy movement. was elected 
"Number 1 People's Representative for 
Tongatapu" in the Legislative Assembly 
elections for the nine minority members 
who are elected by 99 per cent of the pop­
ulation. The majority of the Assembly's 
members are appointed by King Toufs 
'Abau Tupou IV or elected by the Nobles. 

Filini Sikuoa. 8 pro-democracy election 
candidate, Vaha'akolo Fonoferu, a writer 
for the Times of Tango newspaper. and 
FilokaJafi 'Akau'oIa, the newspaper's dep­
uty editor, were arrested in February for 
"inciting Police Minister Cliv8 Edwards to 
anger". The arrests followed 8 police raid 
on the newspaper's office after the publi­
cation of 8 letter criticizing the Minister. 
Vaha'skolo Fonofehi and Filini Sikuea 
were reportedly detained by police for five 
days. FilokaJafi 'Akau'ola was released 
after 26 hours. In March, a court decided 
to have the charges against Vaha'akolo 
Fonofehi dropped, but Filokalafi 'Akau'ola 
and Filini Sikuea were reportedly given 
18- and 12-month prison tenns, respect­
ively. The sentences were suspended on 
good behaviour bonds. 

In Septemb.r, FilokaJafi 'Akau'ola, wbo 
was still under the good behaviour bond, 
Kalafi Moala, editor of the Times of Tonga, 
and 'Akilisi Pohiva, were imprisoned by 
the Legislative Assembly for their role in 
peaceful public criticism of the Minister of 
Justice. The three had been charged by the 
Minister of Justice with "libelling the Le­
gislative Assembly" follOwing publication. 

in the Times of Tongo of 4 September, of 
an impeachment motion which accused 
the Minister of visiting the Olympic 
Games in Atlanta, USA, without parlia­
ment's authorization. The government 
claimed that the motion had not been 
formally submitted before publication, 
although the Secretary of the People's 
Representatives in parliament reportedly 
lodged the motion on 23 August. The As­
sembly, allegedly including the Minister 
of Justice, voted to pass the maximum sen­
tence for the charge provided for in the 
Constitution - 30 days' imprisonment. In 
October, the Supreme Court ordered the 
early release of the three prisoners, stating 
that their detention resulted from an un­
fair trial in breach of the Constitution and 
the Rules of the House. However, the 
Court did not rescind their conviction, 
stating that only the Legislative Assembly 
could rule on whether there was a case of 
contempt to answer. The Legislative As­
sembly appealed to the Court of Appeal 
for examination of the Supreme Court's 
judgment, but no date for the hearing had 
been set by tha of the yaar. 

In November, police again detained 
'Akilisi Pohiva and Filokalafi 'Akau'ola, 
and also detained Teisina Fuko, a member 
of the Legi.lative Assembly. They were 
questioned about newspaper articles criti­
cizing the undemocratic nature of the 
system of government. Filokalafi 'Akau'oJa 
was released the same day. Police threat­
ened 'Akilisi Pohiva and Teisina Fuko 
with charges of sedition and defamation, 
but they were released after 24 hours fol­
lowing media reports of their detention. 
No formal charge. had been laid against 
them by tha and of the year. 

tn September, Amnesty lnternational 
wrote to King Taufa 'Ahau Tupou IV, caU­
ing for the immediate and unconditional 
ralea.e of 'Aldlisi Pohiva, FilokaJafi 
'Akau'ola and Kalafi Moala, whom it con­
sidered prisoners of conscience. In Oc� 
tober, Amnesty lntemational welcomed 
their release but expressed concern at the 
long-tenn issues raised by the govern­
ment's moves to restrict the peaceful exer­
cise of the right to freedom of expression 
guaranteed in Tonga's Constitution. In No­
vember, the organization expressed con­
cern over the repeated detention of two of I the men. 



TRINIDAD AND 
TOBAGO 

At least 36 people were sentenced to 
death and at least 116 prisoners remained 
under sentence of death. Five death war­
rants were signed, but no executions took 
place. At least nine people received seD­
tences of flogging; these included the first 
woman sentenced to corporal punish. 
ruent. 

On 6 March, death warrants were is­
Sued for the execution of five prisoners. 
All five had been under sentence of death 
for longer than five years and should 
therefore have benefited from a 1993 rul­
ing by the Judicial Committee of the Privy 
Council (ICPC) in London, the final court 
of appeal for Trinidad and Tobago, which 
states tbat any prisoner who has been 
under sentence of death for longer than 
five years has suffered "inhuman or de­
grading punishment or other treatment" 
and should have their death sentence com­
muted (see Amnesty International Report 
1994). The executions were stayed by the 
Court of Appeals, and in June the death 
sentences of all five prisoners were com­
rn.llted to 75 years' imprisonment with 
bard labour. 

in May, in an attempt to expedite exe­�tions, the Attorney General announced 
at the government intended to soek a 

constitutional amendment to nUllify the 
JCPc's ruling. The draft Constitutional 
�endment) BlIl 1996 stated that neither 

e length of time a prisoner waits before 
execution nor the manner in which the 
eXecution is carried out can constitute 
cruel and unusual trealment or punish­
tnent. The Bill had not been presented to 
parliament by the end of the year. 

At least nine people were sentenced to 
corporal punishment. Among them was 

TRINIDAD AND TDBAGD/TUNISIA 

Myra Bhagwansingh, a mother of four who 311 
was convicted o f  causing grievous bodily 
harm and sentenced in February to 1 2  
years' imprisonment and 10 strokes with 
the cat-o'-nine-tails (a device consisting of 
nine knotted cords or thongs of rawhide 
attached to a handle). She was the first 
woman to receive a sentence of corporal 
punishment in Trinidad and Tobago. At 
the end of the year the conviction was 
under appeal and the flogging had not 
been carried out. 

In March. Amnesty lntemationaJ ap­
pealed for clemency for the five prisoners 
facing execution. In June and October, the 
organization wrote to the government call­
ing for the Constitutional (Amendment) 
Bill 1996 to be withdrawn and for no 
further limitations to be placed on the 
rights of those under sentence of death. 
In March, Amnesty International appealed 
for the sentence of corporal punishment 
imposed on Myra Bhagwansingh not to be 
carried out. 

TUNISIA 

Hundreds of prisoners of conscience, 
including human rights defenders and I. 
people suspected of supporting unauthor-

� ized political opposition groups, were ar- =< 
rested. Up to 2,000 political prisoners, I most of them prisoners of conscience, ar-

rested in previous years remained im-

� 
prisoned. Political trials feU short of 

international standards for fair trial. 

Torture and Ul-treabnent remained 

I 
� 

widespread, especially during gorde d S 
vue (incommunicado) detention, often in ... 
the Ministry of the Interior. Beatings and � 
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ill-treatment were increasingly reported 
in prisons. 

Non-violent political opponents and 
critics of the government of President Zi08 
el 'Abidine Ben 'AB continued to be da.­
tained. Human rights defenders were in­
creasingly targeted and further restrictions 
wore imposed on the activities of local 
and international human rights organiza­
tions. In May, the President of the Federa­
tion internotjanale des droits de l'homme 
(FIOH). International Federation of Human 
Rights, was expelled from Tunisia. Also in 
May, the European Parliament passed its 
first resolution expressing concern at the 
human rights situation in Tunisia. 

In an unprecedented crack-down. sev­
eral human rights defenders were detained 
and interrogated about their activities in 
Tunisia and abroad, and about their COD­
tacts with international human rights Of­
gani7.ations. Khemais Chammari, member 
of parliament and Vice·President of the 
main legal opposition party, the Mouve· 
ment des d�mocrotes sociaJjstes (MOS), 
Movement of Socialist Democrats, also 
former Vice· President of the FtDH and 
former Socretary General of the Ugue 
tunisienne des droits de l'homme (LTDH). 
Tunisian League for Human Rights, was 
arrested in May. He was tried in July and 
sentenced to five years' imprisonment on 
charges of disclosing state secrets. He was 
accused of sending a Belgian lawyer in· 
fonnalion relating to the judicial investiga· 
lion into the case of the MDS President, 
Mohamed Mou'adda, who was arrested in 
1995 and sentenced in February 1996 to 
11 years' imprisonment on charges includ· 
ing sharing intelligence with a foreign 
power (see Amnesty International Report 
1996). Khemais Chammari and Mohamed 
Mou'adda were released by presidential 
docision in December. Five other prison· 
ers of conscience benefited from the same 
measure and were released during the year. 

A Tunisian staff member of the Interna­
tional Secretariat of Amnesty International 
was arrested in August, when he went to 
Tunisia on holiday. He was held for a 
weok at the Ministry of the Interior and 
questioned about his work for the organ· 
ization. 

In October, Salah Zeghidi, Vice-Presid­
ent of the LTDH, was arrested on his return 
from Paris, France, where he and repre­
sentatives of other human rights organ­
izations, including Amnesty International 

and the flOU. had participated in a public 
meeting on the human rights situation in 
Tunisia. He was interrogated about the 
mccting and was released the following 
day, 

Hundreds moro prisoners of conscience 
were detained on suspicion of supporting 
unauthorized political groups. Many were 
released after short-term detention and in­
terrogation, but scores were sentenced to 
prison terms, including former prisoners 
who had already served prison sentences 
for similar charges. Most of them were 
accused of supporting the unauthorized 
Islamist group al-Nahda, and others of 
supporting the Parli communiste des ou­
vriers tunisicns (PCOT), Tunisian Workers' 
Communist Party. or the Union de la 
jeunesse communiste. Union of Conunun· 
ist Youth. Scores of wives and relatives of 
imprisoned and exiled supporters of al· 
Nahda were detained on suspicion of hav­
ing received financial assistance or given 
such assistance to families of prisoners. 
Some were arrested in their homes and 
others were summoned to the Ministry of 
the Interior or to police and National 
Guard stations. and accused of unauthor­
ized collection of funds. 

In May, Salwa Oimassi wld Ahlam 
Garat-Ali £ram Naooul, mothers of three 
and five children respectively, were ar­
rested with soveral other women on sus­
picion of links with Islamist groups. They 
remained detained without trial at the end 
of the year, 

Bachir 'Abid, a student arrested in No­
vember 1995 and released on bai I in 
March. was rearrestod in May and de­
tained for one month on suspicion of un­
authorized political activity. Two other 
students who had been arrested with him 
the previous year, 'Ali Ja1louli and 'Abdel­
moumen Belanes, were released on bail in 
April (see Amnesty International Report 
1996), 

Tunisians living abroad were arrested 
and interrogated about their activities 
abroad when they returned to Tunisia. 
Some were imprisoned under a 1993 law 
which punishes activitios outside Tunisia, 
including participation in peaceful meel­
ings, demonstrations and criticism of the 
government (sce Amnesty International 
Reporl 1 996). 'Ali Hadfi. a Tunisian worker 
resident in Belgium and married to a Bel­
gian nalional, was arrested in July when 
he visited Tunisia with his family. He was 



accused of supporting al-Nohdo, and re­
mained detained awaiting trial at the cnd 
of the year. 

Prisoners of conscience were increas­
ingly accused of supporting a "terrorist" 
Or "criminal" organization (see Amnesty 
International Reports 1 994 and 1996). 
Sou 'ad Charbati. a mother of four from the 
Gabes region who was arrested in August 
1995. was charged with supporting a 
"criminal" organization and sentenced to 
seven years' imprisonment in February. 
Bourhan Gasmi and Raja Chamekh were 
among seven students arrested in August 
on suspicion of activities on behalf of the 
PCcrr and the Union de la jeunesse com­
muniste. They were detained for up to a 
week on charges of belonging to a criminal 
association and were then released on 
bail. Bourhan Gasmi was sentenced to two 
years' imprisonment in October. 

Former prisoners of conscience and rel­
atives of imprisoned and exiled political 
opponents were increasingly detained for 
questioning. They were routinely required 
to report daily. and often two or even 
three times a day. to police stations, and 
prevented from leaving the country. After 
their release in January, 'Aicha Dhaouadi 
and Tourkia Hamadi (see Amnesty Inter­
national Report 1996) were repDatedly 
questioned, required to report daily to 
�olice stations, and prevented from leav­
lIlg the country. 

Up to 2,000 political prisoners, most of 
them prisoners of conscience arrested in 
previous years, remained detained. 'AIi 
Ba'azaoui and 'lmed 'EbdeUi continued to 
serve their sentences. S05ane MouraH and 
liafedh Ben Gbarbia (see Amnesty Interna­
�jonol Report 1 996) were released by pres­
Idential pardon in May and were able to 
return to Germany. Mohamed Hedi Sassi 
and 'Ade) Selmi were released in Decem· 
ber. 

Political trials continued to violate in­
ternational standards for fair trials. The 
courts routinely failed to investigate alle­
gations of torture and ill-treatment and ac­
cepted as evidence confessions retracted 
in court by the defendants, who stated 
that they had been forced to sign them 
under torture. Often the court convicted 
defendants even though no convincing 
eVidence was produced to substantiate the 
Charges. 

Najib Hosui. a prominent human rights 
lawyer arrested in 1994, was sentenced 

TUNISIA 

to eight years' imprisonment in January 
1996 on charges of forgery. There was no 
convincing evidence to substantiate the 
charges. He was also charged, in a sep­
arate trial, with possession of arms, but 
was acqui tted in November. Amnesty 
International considers him a prisoner of 
conscience. No investigation was carried 
out into his complaint of torture the previ· 
ous year (see Amnesty International Re­
port 1996). He was released in December. 

Amnesty International observers at­
tended the trials of Mohamed Mou'adda, 
Khemais Chammari and Najib Hosni. 

Torture and ill-treatment continued to 
be reported in the Ministry of the Interior 
and in police and National Guard stations. 
In May, Jal.1 al-'Ayachi was reportedly 
beaten and tortured in a police station in 
'Ibn Khaldoun. Tunis. In September, a 
Swedish national of Algerian origin who 
had been visiting relatives was arrested at 
Tunis airport as he was leaving for Swe­
den. He was held for a week in the Min­
istry of the Interior in Tunis, where he 
was beaten and tortured. He was released 
without charge and went back to Sweden. 
A former prisoner of conscience, the wife 
of an Islamist refugee abroad and mother 
of four. was repeatedly detained and ill­
treated throughout the year. She was 
usually released the same day, but on oc­
casion she was held overnight. In July, she 
was reportedly undressed, sexually ab­
used and told to divorce. 

Beatings, denial of adequate medical 
care, and other forms of ill-treatment were 
increasingly reported in prisons. 'Ali al­
'Asba'i, a 64·year-old man detained since 
February 1991 and sentenced to six years' 
imprisonment in August 1992 with 278 
members and alleged supporters of al­
Nahda (see Amnesty International Report 
1993), was reportedly beaten and other­
wise ill-treated in Souri el-Roumi Prison 
and was denied the necessary medical 
care for a chronic eye infection. He was 
transferred to Mahdia Prison in August. 
Mohamed Hedi Sassi, released in Decem­
ber (see above), had reportedly been ill­
trealed in prison, especially at the 
beginning of the year. 

No investigations were carried out into 
complaints of torture from previous years 
(see Amnesty International Report 1 996). 

In June, the Secretary General of 
Amnesty International visited Tunisia but 
was prevented from meeting prisoners of 

313 



TUNlSlA/TURKEY 

conscience. He conveyed the organiza· 
lion's serious human rights concerns to 
President Ben 'Ali in 8 meeting with pres­
idential counsellors. In August, Amnesty 
international wrote to the President to 
protest at the detention of a Tunisian staff 
member of its International Secretariat. 
emphasizing that members of Amnesty 
international are not involved in research 
or campaigning on their own countries. in 
September. Amnesty International issued 
a joint open letter with the FIDH, Human 
Rights Watch, the Lawyers' CommUtee for 
Human Rights and Reporters Sans Fron­
tit}res to President Ben 'Ali raising con­
cerns regarding the human rights situation 
in Tunisia, and especially at the increas­
ing targeting of human rights defenders. 
No response was received from the gov­
ernment. 

TURKEY 

Hundreds ef people were detained as 
prisoners of conscience. Most were re­
leased after short periods of detention, but 
others received prison sentences. Torture 
continued to be systematic and resulted in 
al least 25 deaths in custody. Twenty­
three people repertedly "disappeared" in 
security force custody and scores of 
people were killed in the mainly Kurdish 
southeastern provinces in circumstances 
suggesting they had been extrajudicially 
executed by members of the security 
forces. For the 12th consecutive year, 
there were no judicial executions, al­
though courts continued to pass death 
sentences and 14 people were sentenced 
to death during the year. Armed opposi­
tion groups were responsible for more 
than 40 deliberate and arbitrary killings 
of prisoners and other non-combatants. 

State of emergency legislation was in 

force in 10 southeastern provinces. where 
the 12-year conflict between government 
forces and armed members of the Kurdish 
Workers' Party (PKK) claimed 2,500 lives 
during the yoar. In November, parliament 
lifted the state of emergency in Mardin 
province. 

Trade unionists, students, and people 
suspected of supporting Kurdish separat­
ism were frequently detained at peaceful 
pubHc meetings or organizations' offices. 
and held for hours or days as prisoners of 
conscience. Most were reloased uncondj� 
tionally or after being charged under vari­
ous articles of the Turkish Penal Code 
(TPC), Article 8 of the Anti-Terror Law, 
which outlaws advocacy of separatism, 
continued to be used to prosecute and im­
prison people for peacefully expressing 
their opinions. Trials of 184 members of 
Turkey's literary and cultural elite for pub­
lishing a hook, Freedom of Thought, con­
tinued at Istanbul State Security Court 
(sse) under Article 8. The hook repub­
lished texts which contained no advocacy 
of violence, but which had formed the ba­
sis of indictments against other authors 
who had been convicted by sscs. New sen­
tences were also handed down under Art­
icle 8. In September, Miinir CeylaD, former 
President of Petrol-I�, the petroleum work­
ers' trade union, was sentenced by Istan­
bul ssc to 16 months' imprisonment for an 
interview published in a monthly maga­
zine. At the end of tha year, Mtinir Ceylan 
was 8l liberty pending an appeal. 

Prisoner of conscience Ibrahim Aksoy, 
President of the banned Party for Demo­
cracy and Renewal and a former parlia­
mentary deputy, remained in Ankara 
Central Closed Prison. In October 1995, he 
had begun serving 26 months in cumula­
tive sentences received for his writings. 

Articles 168, 169 and 312 of the TPC 
were used to prosecuto writers, journalists 
and political activists who challenged the 
government's policies in the southeast. 
Human rights defenders were tried on 
manifestly fabricated charges of member­
ship of, or support for, armed opposition 
groups. In May, Dr Seyfellin Klzlikan, 
President of Oiyarbaku Medical Associ· 
alion, was arrested and cbarged with 
membership of the PKK, but it appeared 
that he bad been imprisoned because of 
his statements on human rights to visiting 
foreign delegations. He was released in 
June, but his trial continued. In October, 



oSanar Yurdatapan, spokesperson for BarI� 
l�in Biroroya (BIDA), Together for Peace, an 
organization promoting reconciliation of 
the conflict in the southeast. was arrested 
and charged under Article 169 with sup­
porting the PKK. The sole reason for Sanar 
Yurdatapan's imprisonment appeared to 
be his work 10 further peace and freedom 
of expression; he was a prisoner of con-

I 
science. He was released in November, but 
his trial continued. 

Turkey does not recognize the right of 
conscientious objection to military service 
and there is no provision for alternative ci­
vilian service. Osroan Mural DIke, Chair-
person of lzmir War Resisters' Association 
?-Dd a conscientious objector, was arrested 
In October on charges of alienating the 
people from military service, because he 
had burned his draft card. He was released 
in November at a hearing before the Milit­
ary Court of General Staff in Ankara but 
Was immediately taken under guard to 
a recruiting office where he was later ar­
rested for "insubordination". He was tem­
porarily released in December. 

There were frequent, well-documented 
reports of torture by police and gendarmes 
(soldiers carrying out police duties in rural 
areas). The victims included those de­
tained for common criminal offences as 
Well as for offences under the Anti-Terror 
Law. Children and juveniles were among 
the victims. In January, 16 young people ­
seven of them teenage high-school stu­
dents - reported that they had been blind­
folded, stripped naked, hosed with cold 
Water and subjected to electric shocks 
While held at Manisa Police Headquarters. 
Police officers reportedly raped the male 
detainees with truncheons and squeezed 
their testicles. while female detainees 
were compelled to undergo forced gynae­
Cological tests and were threatened with 
rape and with being thrown from a win­
dow. Many of the allegations were corrob­
orated by medical evidence. The youngest 
detainee, Mahir GOkt�, was 14 years old 
When detained. He said that police officers 
tWisted his testicles and gave him electric 
shocks to his toe, sexual organs and stom­
ach. On the basis of the torture allegations 
made by the young defendants, 10 police 
officers were brought to trial in June at 
Manisa Criminal Court. The trial contin­
ued at the end of the year. 

Sevgi Kaya was 15 years old when she 
Was detained with her elder brother in Is-

TURKEY 

tanbul in February. According to her ac­
count, during 12 days' detention at the 
Anti-Terror Branch of Istanbul Police 
Headquarters without access to her par­
ents or a lawyer, she was beaten on her 
hands and feet, bosed with water, stripped 
and beaten in the presence of her brother. 
Sbe was also suspended by the arms and 
told that she would be raped and killed. A 
medical report confirmed that Sevgi Kaya 
had injuries to her arms, traces of blows to 
her head, arms and Jegs, and bruising on 
her hands and feet. She was committed to 
prison on charges of membership of the 
Turkish Communist Labour Party/Len­
inist. She was released in November but 
her trial continued. No proceedings were 
known to have been taken against her al­
leged torturers. 

At least eleven people died in custody 
apparently as a result of torture. Metin 
GOktepe, a photographer for the daily 
newspaper EvrenseJ (Universal), died in 
January after he had been detained by po­
Uce while attempting to photograph the 
funeral of prisoners beaten to death in an 
Istanbul prison. Other detainees reported 
seeing Metin GOktepe being beaten by po­
lice officers at Eyiip Sports Centre, which 
was being used as a temporary interroga­
tion centre. where MeLin GOktepe's body 
was found one day later. An autopsy re­
port confirmed that his death had been 
caused by severe beatings. During several 
days of official cover-up, the Istanbul Po­
lice Chief suggested that Metin Gaktope 
had died as a result of faHing while trying 
to escape. In February, 11 police officers 
were indicted for murder. but prosecution 
of the Eylip Police Chief for neglecting his 
duty and attempting to conceal a crime 
was blocked by the local Istanhul gover­
nor. The trial of the police officers con­
tinued at the end of the year. 

In December, in its second public state­
ment on Turkey, the European Committee 
for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman 
or Degrading Treatment or Punishment de­
scribed torture as "widespread . . .  a com­
mon occurrence" and reported that they 
had once again found instruments of tor­
ture. In 1992, they had found equipment 
in Diyarbalar and Ankara police headquar­
ters (see Amnesty International Reporl 
1993). When the Committee's delegates 
visited Istanbul police headquarters in 
September they found "an instrument 
adapted in a way which would facilitate 
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the infliction of electric shocks and equip­
ment which would facilitate the infliction 
of electric shocks and equipment which 
could be used to suspend 8 person by the 
anns". 

In December, the European Court of 
Human Rights found that Turkish security 
forces were responsible for the torture of 
Zeki Aksoy in November 1992 (Aksoy v 
Turkey). He had been held in police cus· 
tody for 14 days in Mardin, southeastern 
Turkey, where he was subjected to beat­
ings, electric shocks. hosing with cold wa­
ter and suspension by the arms. The Court 
ruled that this treatment amounted to tor­
ture, that the length of detention was ex­
cessive and that insufficient safeguards 
were provided. Zald Ahoy was shot dead 
in April 1994 after complaining to his law­
yer that he had been threatened with death 
un1ess he dropped his case. In September. 
the European Court of Human Rights 
found Turkish security forces guilty of 
burning houses in 8 village in southeastern 
Turkey, causing the Kurdish villagers to 
nee (Akdivar v Turkey). 

There were further deaths in prison as 
a result of severe beatings administered 
when police and gendarmes were brought 
into prisons during unrest. In January, 
Orhan O.en, Rlza Boyb� and Abdillmecit 
S�kin were beaten to death, and Giiltekin 
Beyhan died later from head injuries, 
when police and gendarmes entered Om­
raniye Special Type Prison to subdue a po­
litical prisoners' protest. 

In September. 10 prisoners were beaten 
to death by gendarmes at DiyarbaJur 
Prison. The circumstances. as outlined in 
a report prepared by the Diyarhalur Bar 
Association, strongly suggested that the 
killings were the consequence of a pre­
meditated assault by security forces. 

At least 23 people were reported to 
have "disappeared" while in the custody 
of police or soldiers. In April, Alilla 
Osmanoglu "disappeared" al\er being ab­
ducted in Diyarbalm by two men, ono of 
whom identified himself as a plainclothes 
police officer. The police authorities de­
nied holding Atilla Osmanoglu. In Nov· 
ember, Fahriye Mordeniz and Mahmut 
Mordeniz "disappeared" after being de­
tained in Diyarbaktr. When relatives con­
tacted a local police station they were 
informed that the couple had been de­
tained by the Anti·Terror Branch. There 
has been no thorough and impartial in· 

vestigation into the couple's "disappear­
ance". 

Scores of people were victims of polit­
ical killings, many of which may have 
been extrajudicial executions. Abdullah 
Canon was reportedly seen being detained 
by the commander of Yiiksekova Gen­
darmerie Headquarters and others at a 
check-point on the Hakkari-Van road in 
January. When his relatives appealed to 
the local gendarmerie, they denied that he 
was in custody. In February, Abdullah 
Canan's body was found bearing signs of 
gunshot wounds and torture. Abdullah 
Canan had reportedly received threats 
from local security forces because he had 
made a formal complaint about the forced 
evacuation and destructio!l of his village 
by gendarmes in November 1995. 

Near the town of Gti�liikonak in �U"flak 
province in January. 11 villagers were ma­
chine-gun.ned and the minibus in which 
they were travelling was set on fire. Seven 
of those killed were members of the 
government-appointed village guard 
corps. The authorities announced that the 
PKX were responsible for the killings. The 
Chief of General Staff new journalists from 
all the major newspapers and broadcasting 
organizations to the site. and the Prime 
Minister condemned the PICK for the mas­
sacre. However, a broad-based delegation 
organized by BIBA spokesperson Sana! 
Yurdatapan found evidence that the vil­
lagers had been killed by the security 
forces, apparently in an attempt to dis­
credit a unilateral cease-fire declared by 
the PlO( in December 1995. Shortly before 
the killings in Gti�ltikonak, the European 
Parliament had passed a resolution en­
couraging the Turkish Government to re­
spond to the PKK'S cease-fire. 

The forcible return to their country of 
origin of recognized refugees and asylum­
seekers. including Iraqi and Iranian na­
tionals, continued throughout the yeBI'. 
Amnesty International expressed grave 
concern to tho government about these re­
foulements on several occasions. No re­
sponse was received. 

Armed members of the PICK were re­
sponsible for more than 40 deliberate and 
arbitrary killings. The victims included ci­
vilians, as well as captured soldiers 
and village guards. In May, Abdullah Ay 
and Masallah LaJe were killed in Adana, 
allegedly by members of the PKJ(, on the 
grounds that they were "agents of the 



I state", The Revolutionary People's 
Liberation Party.Front (OHKP-C) was also 
responsible for deliberate and arbitrary 
killings. In January, the DHKP..c carried out 
�hat they described as a "reveng�" kilHng 
III retaliation for the deaths at Umraniye 
Prison. DHKP-C members killed Ozdemir 
Sabancl, a member of the family which 
Owns the Sabancl industrial conglomerate, 
Haluk Gtirglin, a director, and Nilgiin 
Hasef, 8 secretary. The three victims were 
�!l no way connected with the events at 
Umraniye Prison. 

The PKK, the DHKP-C and other armed OT­
ganizations used the threat of murder as 8 
form of party discipline. In August. Emine 
Yavuz was reportedly strangled by fellow 
PICK defendants in Diyarbaku Prison on 
the grounds that she was "an informer". In 
October, Fatma 6zyurt. serving 8 prison 
sentence for alleged DHKP-C links, was re­
portedly killed by cellmate, in Ankara 
Central Closed Prison on the grounds that 
she had "cooperated with the poUcs". 
RBmlz Si�man. serving a life sentence for 
membership of the Turkish Workers and 
Peasants' Liberation Army (nlCKo). was 
'tabbed to death by cellmate, in what ap­
peared to be a "punishment" killing car­
ried out on 1'00(0 party orders. 

Amnesty International condemned 
these grave abuses and publicly called on 
armed opposition groups to instruct their 
�embers to respect humanitarian law and 
tnternational human rights standards. 
. Throughout the year Amnesty Interna­

honal appealed for the release of prisoners 
?f conscience and urged the governmenl lo 
�itiate thorough, prompt and impartial 
lnvestigations into allegations of torture, 
extrajudicial executions and "disappear­
ances". Two Amnesty International re­
.searchers continued to be excluded from 
Turkey, In January, an Amnesty Inter­
national delegate observed a hearing at 
Ankara ssc in the trial of Turkish Human 
Rights Foundation (TIHV) official, accused 
of insulting state institutions. They were 
Subsequently acquitted. In May, Amnesty 
International delegates observed the trial 
on criminal charges of two doctors from 
the TOW's Adana Treatment Centre for Tor· 
�uro Survivors. The authorities apparently 
unprovised the charges to obstruct the 
functioning of the treatment centre. The 
trial continued at the end of the year. 
tn June, Amnesty lnternalional delegates 
observed a hearing in the trial of Or Sey-

TURKEY/TURKMENISTAN 

fettin KIzllkan at Diyarbahr ssc. He was 
released but his trial continued. In Oc­
tober, an Amnesty lnternational delegate 
observed the trial of the schoolchildren 
reportedly tortured at Manisa Police Head­
quarters. The children were released, but 
other defendants remained in custody, 
and the trial continued. 

In October, 25 Amnesty International 
delegates from around the world, includ­
ing relatives of victims of "disappearance" 
in Argentina, Bosnia-Herzegovina and 
Lebanon, participated in a vigil in Istanbul 
with relatives of Turkey's "disappeared". 

Amnesty Internationa.l published a 
number of reports, including Turkey: Fur­
ther information on continuing human 
rights abuses. in February; Turkey: No se­
curity without human rights, in October; 
and Turkey: Children at risk of torture. 
death in custody and "disappearonceH, in 
November. 

TURKMENISTAN 

One prisoner of conscience convicted of 
privately criticizing the President was 
detained for three month" At least two 
possible prisoners of conscience who had 
been convicted of anti-state crimes were 
held throughout the year, and three other 
possible prisoners of conscience were 
held during the year in psychiatric hospi­
tals on political rather than medical 
grounds. Two other possible prisoners of 
conscience were released. Anti�govern­
ment demonstrators reportedJy detained 
for short periods were at risk of ill-treat� 
ment; they included possible prisoners of 
conscience. Appalling prison conditions 
amounting to iIl·treatment were reported. 
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The death penaJly remained in force. At 
least 123 executions were reported. 

Kakabay Aymamedov, 8 senior police 
officer, was arrested and put on trial in 
February after complaining about Presi­
dent Sapannurad Niyazov during a private 
conversation with two associates. one of 
whom apparently reported the conversa­
tion to the authorities. He was found 
guilty of "hooliganism" and was sen­
tenced to four and 8 half years' imprison­
ment. He was a prisoner of conscience. He 
was releasod in May. reportedly 8S a result 
of a presidential pardon. 

Possible prisoners of conscience Mu­
khamed Muradly and Yovshan Anna­
kurban. who had been convicted of 
hooliganism in December 1995 in con­
nection with an earlier anti-government 
demonstration (sce Amnesty International 
Report 1996). were released under an 
amnesty in January with 18 of their co­
defendants. The fate of seven other 
co-defendants who did not apparently 
benefit from the amnesty was unclear. and 
in the absence of a complete list of the de­
fendants and any official information 
about them the fate of two other possible 
prisoners of conscience convicted in con­
nection with the demonstration and previ­
ously identified as brothers Azhdar and 
Alamurad Amanmuradov (sec Amnesty 
International Report 1996) could nol be 
confirmed. 

Mukhametkuli Aymuradov and Kho­
shaH Garayev. possible prisoners of con­
science serving long prison sentences 
for crimes including activities aimed 
at overthrowing the constitutional order 
and preparing terrorist acts (soe Amnesty 
International Report 1996). remained in 
detention throughout the year. Mukhamet­
kuli Aymuradov was reported to be in 
very poor health as a consequence of ill­
treatment by law enforcement officials fol­
lowing an attempt in 1995 to escape from 
pre-trial detention. 

Information omerged that possible pris­
oners of conscience 8ayram Vellekov and 
Yevgenia Starikova (given as Yevgeny 
Starikov in Amnesty international Report 
1996). who had been tried with Khoshali 

Garayev and Mukhametkuli Aymuradov 
and each sentenced to two years' impris­
onment for "concealing a crime" in con­
nection with Mukhametkuli Aymuradov's 
escape attempt. had been released under 
an amnesty in December 1995. 

Rufina Arabova. who had a history of 
peaceful protest over violation of her 
employment rights. was reportedly con­
fined to a psychiatric hospital in Ashga­
bat. the capital. from January to July. It 
was alleged that she was confined not on 
the basis of medical need. but because her 
protests were regarded by the authorities 
as an expression of political opposition. 
Similarly, in February, Durdymurad 
Khodzha-Muk118mmed, co-chairman of the 
unregistered opposition Party of Demo­
cratic Development, was reported to have 
been confined to a psychiatric hospital for 
polilical reasons. He was believed to be 
still confined at the end of the year. 
Valentin Kopysov. a possible prisoner of 
conscience. who had reportedly been con­
fined to a psychiatric hospital for political 
reasons since early 1994 {sec Amnesty In­
ternational Report. 1995}. was reported in 
late 1996 to no longer be confined. but the 
date and circumstances of his release were 
unclear. 

In February and March. participants in 
anti-government demonstrations in vari­
ous parts of the country against food short­
ages, wage arrears and house demolitions, 
were reportedly detained for short periods. 
There were fears that such detainees 
might be at risk of iIl·trealment, in the 
light of previously reported cases of ill­
treatment of anti-government protesters. 
Two of the three demonstrations which 
were reported to have taxen place were 
described a8 having been entirely peace­
ful, and some of those detained may have 
been prisoners of conscience. 

Appalling conditions in Turkmeni­
stan's prisons amounting to ill-treatment 
were reported. In August. at least two 
prisoners were killed and seven wounded 
when law enforcement personnel put 
down a riot at a prison in the city of Mary· 
Atrocious living conditions at the prison 
were believed to have been among the fac­
tors which provoked the riot. 

The death penalty remained in force. 
No official statistics for use of this punish­
ment were published. but there were re­
ports that 123 executions took place 
during the year solely for the offence of 
drug-trafficking. Given Turkmenistan's re­
cord of executing people for other offences. 
such as murder. it was foared that the total 
number of executions was oven higher. 

Amnesty International called for the 
immediate and unconditional release of 



Kakabay Aymamedov. It continued to 
call for a judicial review of the case of 
MukhametkuJi Aymuradov and Khoshali 
Garayev, and sought further information 
about the detention of Valentin Kopysov. 
Rufina Arabova and Durdymurad 
Khodzha·Mukhammed. The organization 
raised concerns about the conduct of law 
enforcement officials towards participants 
in anti·govemment demonstrations. 

Amnesty lnternational called on Turk· 
monistan to comply with international 
standards for the treatment of prisoners. It 
continued to call for complete abolition of 
the death penalty. 

In March, Amnesty lnternational pub· 
lished Turkmenistan: "Measures of per· 
SUQsion" - recent concerns about possible 
prisoners of conscience and ill�treatment 
of polWcal opponents. 

UGANDA 

':,.' 

At least 17 prisoners of conscience were 
.briefly held. Hundred. of people were de­
tained without charge or trial and thou· 
sands were detained for several hours. 
Police. soldiers and a government militia 
Were responsible for widespread torture 
and ill·treatment, in at least three cases 
resulting in death. Prison conditions 
:unounted to cruel, inhuman and degrad. 
lttg treatment, and resulted in at least 
three deaths. Courts continued to impose 
sentences of caning. Police and soldiers 
carried out extrajudicial executions. At 
least 996 prisoners were under sentence 
of death at the end of the year, including 
at least 30 sentenced during the year, and 
three men were executed. Armed oppos· 

TURKMENISTAtWGANDA 

ition groups were responsible for gross 
human rights abuses, including hundreds 
of deliberate and arbitrary killings and 
rape. 

Continuing armed conflict between the 
Uganda People's Defence Forces (UPOF) 
and armed opposition groups displaced 
ovt!r 200,000 people. In the north, military 
activity by the Lord's Resistance Army 
(LRA) intensified in February after the 
group crossed into Uganda from bases in 
Sudan. In the northwest, the West Nile 
Bank Front (WNBF) attacked Uganda from 
Zaire and Sudan. 

President Yoweri Museveni was re· 
elccted in May and parliamentary elec· 
tions were held in June. 

At least 17 political activists briefly 
held at the time of the elections and 
during a traders' strike in October were 
prisoners of conscience. In May, Nsubuga 
Nsambu, a member of the Conservative 
Party. wa. beld for two days and charged 
with sedition after insulting President 
Yoweri Museveni. Charges were dropped 
in September. 

Hundreds of prisoners were detained 
without charge or trial and thousands of 
others were detained for several hours. In 
August and September, thousands of 
people were held for several hours and 
240 detained for longer periods in the 
northern town of Gulu following army op· 
erations to "screen" suspected !.RA rebels. 
In late August, more than 190 men were 
freed, but in September, 52 reportedly r&­
mained in detention without charge or 
trial in Gulu. Scores of men were detained 
for alleged involvement with the WNBF'. 

Dozens of other detainees had been sr· 
rested in previous years, among them 15 
civilians and soldiers held for over two 
years in Lubiri barracks. 

At least 39 suspected members of the 
WNBF' were charged with treason after sev· 
eral months in illegal detention. In the 
past, treason charges - which preclude the 
granting of bail for 360 days - have been 
used to hold suspected government op-­
ponents for long periods without trial. At 
least 29 other men were charged with 
treason during the year. Over 150 men 
charged with treason in previous years re-­
mained in custody awaiting trial. 

Police. soldiers and Local Defence Unit 
personnel were responsible for torture and 
ill·treatment. George Kaweesa, detained in 
Lubiri barracks, was reported to have died 
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in January after being boalen by UPDF sol· 
diers. In August. police in Tororo beat 71 
prisoners. two of whom later rued in cus­
tody. 

Overcrowding and poor conditions 
amounting to cruel. inhuman or degrading 
treatment were reported in prisons 
throughout the couotry. In January, Local 
Administration prisons were taken over 
by the central prison authorities after re­
peated reports of torture, malnutrition and 
serious overcrowding. Three men died in 8 
Local Administration Prison at Kangulu­
mjra in March as a result of the poor con­
ditions in which they were held. 

Courts continued to impose sentences 
of caning - 8 cruel, inhuman or degrading 
punishment at least three men were caned 
following convictions for attempted sexual 
acts with children. 

Police and soldiers were responsible 
for extrajudic.ial executions in northern 
Uganda. In August. UPDP officers in Gulu 
town threw four alleged LRA members lo 
a waiting crowd. who killed them. Journ· 
alists and human rights activists based 
in northern Uganda received death threats 
both from UPDF soldiers and the armed op­
position LRA. 

At least 30 men were sentenced to 
death. In March. three men sentenced to 
death in previous years for murder were 
hanged. In August. prison officials repor· 
ted that 996 prisoners were awai ting exe-­
cution. 

Armed opposition groups were res pan· 
sible for gross human rights abuses. The 
LRA carried out hundreds of deliberate and 
arbitrary killings of civilians. including re-­
fugees. Over 110 Sudanese refugees were 
sbot or hacked to death in July in an attack 
on Achol Pii camp and in August more 
than 60 civiHans accused by the LRA of be­
ing infonners were killed in Kilak. 

Huodreds of people, in particular chil­
dren. were abducted. Prisoners caught at­
tempting to escape were tortured or killed. 
Captives were used as forced labour: boys 
were forcibly conscripted into the LRA and 
girls were raped. 

The WNBF was responsible for deliberate 
and arbitrary killings in the northwest. Six 
Sudanese refugees were reported to have 
been beheaded in April in an attack on 
Koboko cemp. 

Amnesty International called on the 
President to commute all death sentences. 
In October. the organization called for a ju-

clicial inquiry into extrajudicial executions 
in Gulu and for journalists and human 
rights activists to be allowed to work with­
out intimidation. In November. in a sub­
mission to a parliamentary commission of 
inquiry into the northern war. Amnesty In­
ternational called for an end to detention 
without charge or trial. In July. Amnesty 
International condemned deliberate and 
arbitrary killings by the LRA and WNBr. and 
in October called on the LRA to free all 
captives. 

UKRAINE 

Executions continued despite the country's 
commitment to institute a moratorium. 
During the year, 167 death sentences were 
passed, 167 people were executed and 
two death-row prisoners were granted 
clemency. There were reports of ill­
treatment and torture, including rape, 
in detention. One prisoner was allegedJy 
tortured to death. 

In Juno. the parliament approved 
Ukraine's first Constitution since returning 
to independence in August 1991, ending 
a long constitutional debate between the 
parliament. President Loonid Kuchma and 
the Communist Party. The new Constitu­
tion gives the Supreme Soviet of Crimea 
the right to adopt its own constitution, 
subject to approval by the Ukrainian par­
liament. 

In May. official statistics issued by the 
Ministry of Justice showed that 112 people 
had been sontenced to death in 1991, 79 iD 
1992, 1 1 7  in 1993, 143 in 1994. and 191 in 
1995. There had been 42 executions in 
1991, 103 in 1992, 78 in 1993, 60 in 1994, 
and 149 in 1995. Two prisoners had their 
death sentence commuted in 1994. and 



one in 1995. This was the first time that 
Ukraine had published statistics on the 
use of the death penalty since its accession 
to the Council of Europe in November 
1995. 

Official statistics released by the Min­
istry of Justice stated that 167 death sen­
tences were passed during 1996 and 167 
prisoners were executed. some of whom 
had been sentenced to death in previous 
years. Two death-row prisoners were gran­
ted clemency by the President. On 28 
June. the Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Council of Europe adopted a resolution on 
the abolition of the death penalty in Eur­
ope, in which it condemned Ukraine for 
violating its commitment to introduce a 
moratorium on executions and warned 
that further violation of its commitments 
would result in suspension of member­
ship. In November, the Council of Europe 
revealed that over 100 people had been ex­
ecuted since the beginning of the year. The 
Council's rapporteur, speaking at an inter­
national seminar 00 the death penalty 
held in Ukrajne, described the executions 
as "barbarism" and questioned the credi­
bility of Ukraine's commitment to honour 
its international obligations. He also called 
On the authorities to disclose the names of 
those executed. which are considered a 
state secret. 

Among those known to have been 
executed during the year were Yury 
Strukbov. Vladimir 0801180v, Aleksey 
Vedinedeoko and Sergey Tekuchev, who 
Was executed on 17 October. His parents 
Were not informed about his death until 13 
November. 

Torture and ill-treatment in detention 
Were reported and in at least one case may 
have resulted in death. Yury Mozola died 
jn March, four days after his arrest, in the 
investigation isolation prison of the Lviv 
regional Security Services, where he had 
been detained on suspicion of multiple 
murder. He was allegedly tortured to death 
by law enforcement officials during in­
terrogation. An investigation into Yury 
Mozola's death was opened by the office 
of the Military Procurator of Western 
Ukraine, but its conclusions were not 
known by the end of the year. 

Also in March, a Roma woman, Eva H., 
Was reportodly beaten and raped by two 
Police officers in a street in Mukachevo in 
the Transcarpathian region of Ukraine. 
She was subsequently taken to hospital; 

UKRAlNElUNITED AANl EMIRATES 

she claimed that she was visited there by 
police officers who offered her money to 
stop mentioning the incident publicly. 
which she refused. Mukachevo's deputy 
head of the police department reportedly 
stated that the officers involved had been 
disciplined. Other sources, however, con­
tradict this. 

Amnesty International urged the Presi­
dent to grant clemency to all death·row 
prisoners and to instituto a moratorium on 
executions. [n March. Amnesty lnterna­
tional received 8 communication from the 
Ukrainian Embassy in Canada. which 
stated: "On the national level neither of­
ficial legislation was approved to abolish 
death penalty. nor moratorium on execu­
tions was imposed. Therefore, all accu­
sations that Ukraino has violated its inter­
national obligations shall be deemed 
ungrounded and void." 

Amnesty International urged the au­
thorities to initiate prompt and impartial 
investigations into allegations of torture 
and ill-treatment in detention and police 
custody. 

UNITED ARAB 
EMIRATES 

One prisoner of conscience sentenced 
during the year remained held beyond ex· 
piry of sentence. At least three possible 
prisoners of conscience were detained 
during the year. Torture and iU-treatment 
of detainees in police custody continued. 
At least three people were sentenced to 
Dogging and a woman sentenced in 1995 
was Dogged. One person was executed 
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and two others were believed to remain 
under sentence of death. At least nine 
Bwami nationals were forcibly returned 
to Bahrain, where most were detained as 
possible prisoners of conscience. 

One prisoner of conscience sentenced 
during the year remained held beyond ex­
piry of his sentence. Elie Dib Gbalib, a 
Lebanese Christian, arrested in aVAin in 
Abu Db.bi in December 1995 and alleg­
edly tortured (see below), was sentenced 
in October to one year's imprisonment and 
39 lashes when a Sharj'a court ruled that 
his marriage to 8 Muslim United Arab 
Emirates national was null and void and 
his relationship therefore a criminal of­
fence under the country's law. He re­
mained in detention in aI·'Ain Central 
Prison although he had completed his 
sentence, 

At least three possible prisoners of con­
science were detained during the year. 
Two brothers. Jassim and Yassir 'lssa al­
V.ssi, and Abm.d 'Abdullab Makki were 
arrested in June in Dubai because of their 
relationsWp with Ja'far Hassan Sahwan 
(see below), a political opposition activist 
from Bahrain who had escaped to the 
United Arab Emirates to avoid urest; they 
remained in detention without trial and 
possibly without cbarge at the end of the 
year. Two other possible prisoners of con­
science detained in 1995 were released 
without charge. Sheikh 'Abd al-Mun'im 
al-' Ali, an lraqi national arrested in Janu­
ary 1995 {see Amnesty international Re­
port 1996}, was released in November and 
deported to • third country. Hisbam Fa'iq 
Muhammad Sha'sha', a Palestinian refu­
gee under the protection of the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees in the United 
Ar.b Emir.tes wbo h.d been beld untried 
since September 1995 as a suspected gov­
ernment opponent, was expelled to Roma­
nia in May. 

Torture and ill-treatment of political 
and other detainees in police custody con­
tinued. Elie Dib Ghalib (see above) was al­
legedly be. ten and flogged repeatedly 
during pre-trial detention. 

During the yeu. at least three people, 
including Elie Dib Ghalib. were sentenced 
to Dogging and another. sentenced in 
1995, was flogged. In June, a married cou­
ple were each sentenced to 210 lashes for 
theft. It was not known by the end of the 
year if the sentence had been carried out. 
Sush BaJabagan. sentenced to 100 lashes 

in October 1995, was flogged in January 
{see Amnesty international Report 1996}. 
She was released in July and deported to 
the Philippines. 

One person was executed and two 
others were believed to remain under 
sentence of death. Khalid Mohammad 
Moussaji, sentenced to death for murder. 
was executed in October. It remained un­
c1eu whether the death sentence on 
Mashal Barn al-Hamati. a Yemeni na­
tional. had been commuted by President 
AI-Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al-Nabyan 
{see previous Amnesty International Re­
ports}. in December, the Federal Supreme 
Court reportedly announced that it would 
uphold the death sentence on John Aquino. 
a Philippine national. unless he receives 
clemency from the family of the victim 
whom he was convicted of murdering in 
1989 (see Amnesty international Report 
1996). 

At least nine Bahraini nationals, all 
possible asylum-seekers. were forcibly r&­
turned to Bahrain. where most of them 
were detained upon arrival as possible 
prisoners of conscience (see Bahrain en· 
try). Tbey included la'far Hassan Sabwan 
(see above). who was arrested in Dubai in 
June and banded over to the authorities 
in Bahrain. He remained in detention in 
Bahrain at the end of the yeu as a possible 
prisoner of conscience. 

Amnesty international appealed for the 
release of detainees held for political or re­
ligious reasons if they were not chuged 
with reCOgnizably criminal offences and 
given fair trials. The organization sought 
assurances that those detained were being 
treated humanely and called for investiga­
tions into all allegations of torture and ill· 
treatment. It appealed for commutation of 
aH death sentences and sentences of flog­
ging. The government did not respond to 
Amnesty International's communications, 
or to its request to visit the country to in­
vestigate human rights violations. 

UNITED KINGDOM 
A few deaths in custody took place i n  dj,s.. 
puted circumstances. No prosecutions 
were brought against police or prison offi­
cers in connection with deaths in custody 
which occurred in previous years, includ­
ing in two cases where inquest juries 



brought in verdicts of unlawful killings. 
There were aJlegations of ill-treabnent in 
police custody and in prisons. The Euro­
pean Court of Human Rigbts established 
the primacy of the prohibition of torture 
in a deportation case. The summer "pa­
rade" season in Northern Ireland was 
marked by many human rights violations 
by the police. Armed opposition groups 
were responsible for human rights abuses. 

The cessation of military activities 
called by the Irish Republican Army (IRA) 
in September 1994 ended in February 
with a bomb attack in London. The Irish 
Continuity Army claimed responsibility 
for several bombings and attempted bomb­
ings in Northern Ireland. Loyalist armed 
groups, including the Ulster Defence Asso­
ciation (UDA) and the Ulster Volunteer 
Force (uvp), officially maintained their 
cessation of military activities. An internal 
feud within the Irish National Liberation 
Army led to six deaths, including that of 
nine-year-old Barbara McAlorum, before 
one of the two factions, the GHQ Staff, dis­
banded itself in September. 

In july. the Asylum and Inunigration 
Act 1996 became law, extending the "fast 
track" appeal procedures introduced in 
previous legislation to a broad range of 
asylum cases, including those where the 
applicant is from a country on a "white 
list", a list of countries where the authorit­
ies consider there to be no serious risk of 
persecution. Appeal rights in the majority 
of "safe third country" cases were effect­
ively abolished. The Act also provided for 
the withdrawal of welfare benefits to the 
majority of asylum-seekers. This latter pro­
vision was legally challenged on several 
occasions. 

In March the UN ComrnHtee on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Dis-

UNITED KINGDOM 

crimination expressed concerns, during its 323 
examination of the United Kingdom's 
Thirteenth Periodic Report. that a dispro­
portionate number of members of minority 
groups were the victims of deaths in cus-
tody and ill-treatment. 

There were a few deaths in custody in 
disputed circumstances during the year. 
lbrahima Sey, a Gambian asylum-seeker, 
died on 16 March shortly after being re­
strained by police officers; he was sprayed 
with CS gas after being handcuffed. The 
introduction of CS gas 8S standard police 
equipment was approved in August, des­
pite concem about its effects. Other deaths 
in custody being investigated by the police 
included those of Ziya Mustafa Birikim, 
Oscar Okoye. Abroed El-Gammel and 
Bosey Davis. 

In Northern lroland. 3B-year-old jim 
MeDonnell died. allegedly from a beart 
attack, after being forcibly restrained in 
Maghaberry Prison in March. 

No prosecutions were brought against 
officers involved in the deaths of Brian 
Douglas or Wayne Douglas (sec Amnesty 
International Report 1996). The inquest 
into the death of Brian Douglas ruled in 
August that be bad died of "misadven­
ture": the o[ficers' conduct was lawful but 
events took a turn that led to death. The 
jury was told that Brian Douglas suffered 
six hairline fractures to the skull, consist­
ent with his having been hit with a baton. 
In November, the inquest into the death of 
Wayne Douglas was told by eye-witnesses 
that a police officer knelt on Wayne Dou­
glas' head while he was handcuffed and 
held face down on the ground by at least 
four other officers. The jury found that his 
death was accidentally caused by stress, 
exhaustion and positional asphyxia. 

A police officer charged with a diSCip­
linary offence in relation to the death of 
joy Gardner during an attempted deporta-
tion was acquitted in January (see Am­
nesty International Report 1996). Another I officer was acquitted in December on a � 
charge of actual bodily harm in connection :::;! 
with the death of Gory AIIsopp (see Am- I nesty International Report 1996). 

No prosecutions were brought against 
police officers involved in the deaths of a 
Richard D'Brien and Shiji Lapite, despite � 
inquest jury verdicts of unlawful killing � 
(see Amnesty international Report 1996). S 
The January inquest was told that Sbiji ... 
Lapite bad sustained 36 to 45 separate � 
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injuries; he had been kicked and bitten. 
and died from 8 fractured cartilage in his 
voice·box caused by the neck·hold used by 
the officers in restraining him. 

People held in police custody were al· 
legedly ill-treated. In February, student 
Amer Rafiq was arrested in Manchester for 
public disorder and taken in 8 police van 
to the local police station. After his arrival 
he was taken to hospital because of his 
injuries; subsequent attempts to save his 
right eye failed. No prosecutions were 
brought against the officers involved in the 
arrest. In other cases, damages were 
awarded against the Metropolitan (Lon· 
don) Police for assault and other charges, 
including £220,000 for Kenneth Hsu; 
£302,000 for Danny Goswell; and 
£110,000 for Janet Scafe. 

Category A prisoners (prisoners re­
garded as 8 high security risk) were held in 
conditions which led to serious deteriora­
tion in their physical and mental health. 
R6is{n MCAliskey. who was four months 
pregnant, was temporarily detained in 8 
filthy cell in the special security unit of an 
a1l-male prison. She and other prisoners, 
including Patrick Kally, who was suffering 
from cancer, received inadequate medical 
treatment. 

Royal Ulster Constabulary conduct dur­
ing the "parade" season of July and August 
in Northern lreland led to claims of hu­
man rights violations by the police, in­
cluding ill-treatment and beatings of 
peaceful protesters, Claims were also 
made of biased policing; evidence sup­
porting the claims included the dispropor­
tionately high number of plastiC bullets 
fired at Catholic crowds. Police investi­
gated the death of Donis McShane who 
was run over by 8 police vehicle. 

In September, Diannuid Q'Neil!, an IRA 
member, was shot dead in disputed cir­
cumstances by police officers in London. 
Initial statements that he was killed during 
a shoot-out proved false, 85 he was un· 
armed. Questions were also raised about 
why Diannuid Q'Neill had been shot after 
CS gas had been sprayed into his room and 
what effect the gas might have had on his 
subsequent behaviour. 

Inquests in Northern Ireland into dis­
puted killings in previous years continued 
to be postponed due to legal challenges to 
the procedures. [n June, the Court of Ap­
peaJ upheld a coroner's decision, in the 
hearing into the death of Pearse Jordan 

(see Amnesty International Reports 1993 
and 1996), to allow police officers to give 
evidence anonymously and to deny the 
family's lawyer access to witness state­
ments at the outset of the inquest. This 
judicial decision was appealed against and 
other inquests into disputed killings were 
adjourned pending the outcome. The 
June inquest into the doath of Patrick 
Shanaghan in 1991 was unable to investig­
ate allegations that he had been killed as a 
result of collusion between the UDA and 
the security forces. 

In February, the European Court of Hu­
man Rights ruled that the denial to John 
Murray of legal assistance while being 
interrogated undor emorgency legislation 
provisions in Northern Ireland violated his 
right to a fair trial. The Court also found 
that. in this particular case, his right of si­
lence had not been violated (seo Amnesty 
International Reports 1995 and 1996). The 
review of all emergency legislation in the 
United Kingdom. carried out by Lord 
Lloyd. was published in October. He rec­
ommended discontinuing some provi­
sions, although this was premised on a 
situation of peace. 

A 10-week trial began in October of 
four Palestinians charged in connection 
with the July 1994 bombings in London of 
the Israeli Embassy and 8 Jewish centre. 
Two defendants were acquittod, but Samar 
Alami and Jawed Botmoh were convicted 
of conspiracy to cause explosions and sen­
tenced to 20 years' imprisonment each. 
The pre-trial investigalion gave rise to con­
cerns that the charges may have been po­
litically molivated. 

10 Northern Ireland, some prisoners 
challenged the evidenlial basis for their 
convictions in the "Diplock Courts", lead­
ing to the acquittal of Step hen Larkin on 8 
charge of murder in a retrial in May, and 
the quashing of the murder conviction 
of Colin Duffy by the Court of Appeal in 
September. 

The European Court of Human Rights 
ruled in November that the government's 
attempt to deport Karamjit Singh Chahal 
to India was in violation of the European 
Convention for the Protection of Human 
Rights and Fundamental Freedoms. He 
had been detained pending deportation on 
"national security" grounds since 1990 
(see Amnesty International Reports 1992, 
1995 and 1996). The Court stated that the 
prohibilion of torture was paramount and 



that allegations of nationaJ security risk 
were immaterial to a determination of 
whether a person faced "a real risk" of tOI'­
ture if returned. The Court further ruled 
that the hearing before an advisory panel 
of three people did not satisfy the right 
under the Convention to have one's deten­
tion scrutinized by a judicial authority, 
and that his detention had therefore been 
unlawful. Karamjit Singh Chahal was re­
leased on the day of the judgment. Subse­
quently, other people detained under the 
same provisions were released, including 
Sezai Ucar and Raghbir Singh. 

Armed opposition groups committed 
human rights abuses. In February, a car 
bomb exploded in DockJands in London, 
killing two people; the IRA claimed re­
sponsibility for the attack. During that 
month another bomb exploded acdden­
taJly on a London bus, killing an IRA mem­
ber and injUIing eight people. In June, 
another IRA bomb destroyed a shopping 
centre in Manchester, injuring over 200 ci­
vilians, The IRA also claimed responsibility 
for two car bombs which exploded in 
Thiepval British Army Barracks in Lis­
burn, Northern Ireland, killing one soldier 
and injuring 30 others. including an eight­
year-old girl. 

There were several deliberate and arbit­
rary killings in Northern Ireland. includ­
ing that of John MoUoy, for which no 
organization claimed responsibiHty but 
which may have been carried out by Loy­
alists for sectarian reasons. In addition, 
Michael McGoldrick, a Catholic, was shot 
dead in Ws taxi in July, allegedly by the 
UVF, In December, 8 booby-trap exploded 
under a car, injuring a well-known Repub­
lican, Edward Copoland. 

"Punishment" beatings and shootings 
- continued. According to police figUIes, Re­

publican armed groups were responsible 
for three shootings and 172 beatings. and 
Loyal ist armed grou ps carried ou t 21 
shootings and 130 beatings. It was more 
difficult than in previous years to ascer­
tain which paramilitary groups were 
responsible for which actions, because 
such groups were less willing to claim 
responsibility. 

The "punishment" shootings included 
the shooting of a young man in both legs 
in March by an orgaruzation caUed loyal­
ists against Thuggery. Tommy Sheppard 
Was shot dead ill March, allegedly by Loy­
alist paramilitaries. and Thomas Slewart. 
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a UVF leader, was shot dead by Loyalists 
in October. The Republican organization 
Direct Action Against Drugs shot dead 
lan Lyons in January. and Sean Devlin in 
October. 

George Scott was beaten to death in 
September by masked men wielding base­
ball bats. Martin Doherty was bound, 
gagged and sustained puncture wounds 
and broken limhs when metal spikes were 
driven through his knees and elbows by 
Republican attackers. Republican attackers 
also tied people upside down to railings 
and beat them; among the victims was a 
16-year-old boy. A woman was punched 
in the face and had a tin of paint thrown 
over her. 

Amnesty International sent representat­
ives to inquests into the deaths in custody 
of Shiji Lapite and Brian Douglas. The or­
ganization urged the authorities to carry 
out independent investigations into dis­
puted cases, including the deaths of 
IbraWma Sey and Diarmujd O'Neill. 

Amnesty lntemational urged the au· 
thorities to carry out a full and independ· 
ent inquiry into the alleged ill-treatment of 
Amer Rafiq. The organization also wrote to 
government and prison authorities on sev­
eral occasions concerning the treatment of 
prisoners. 

In January, Amnesty International sub­
mitted written comments to the European 
Court of Human Rights in the case of 
Kararnjit Singh Chahal. In February, Am­
nesty International published United King­
dom: Wrongful detention of asylum-seeker 
Raghbir Singh. which emphaSized that the 
procedures for detaining and deporting 
people on national security grounds con­
travened international standards, 

Amnesty International sent observers to 
trial proceedings in London and Belfast. 
The organization continued to urge the au­
thorities to review the life sentences of 
Patrick Kane, Sean KeUy and Michael 
Timmons (see Amnesty International Re­
ports 1994 to 1 996). 

In November, Amnesty International 
wrote to the Northern Ireland Secretary of 
State about a number of issues, including 
the events surrounding the summer pa­
rades, access to legal advice for suspects 
arrested under emergency legislation. in­
quests and the death in custody of Jim 
McOonneU. 

Amnesty International expressed con­
cern to the government about provisions 
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in the Asylum and lmmigration Act 1996. 
The organization opposed the withdrawal 
of welfare benefits rrom 8sylurn·seckers 
because it could deny applicants access to 
asylum procedures. including B meaning­
ful right of appoal. 

Amnesty Lnternational continued to ex­
press concern about reports of human 
rights abuses by armed opposition groups. 

UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA 

A total of 45 prisoners were executed in 
19 states. One stale carried out its first ex­
ecution for more than 30 years. More than 
3,150 prisoners were under sentence of 
death in 34 states and under federal law. 
There were reports of deaths in custody, 
police shootings in disputed circum­
stances, and torture and iU-treatment of 
prisoners. Chain-gangs, which constitute 
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment, 
continued to be used and were introduced 
for women for the first time. There were 
legal developments in the cases of prison­
en who had alleged that their prosecu­
tions were politically motivated. 

In November. Bill Clinton, the Demo­
cratic Party candidate, was re-elected Pres­
ident. 

In April, President ClinteD signed the 
Anti-Terrorism and Effective Death Pen­
alty Act into law. The Act placed a limit 
on the number of habeas carpus appeals 
which death-row inmates could submit 
to federal courts, and set a time limit for 
filing appeals on behalf of death-row 
inmates. 

The death penalty continued to be used 
extenSively. In all, 45 prisoners were ex­
ecuted in 19 states, bringing the total num­
ber of executions since 1977 to 358. In 

Texas, most executions were stayed while 
the Court of Criminal Appeals considered 
whether a new law designed to shorten the 
lime-frame for appeals in the state was 
constitutional. The Court upheld tho law 
as constitutional at the end of the year. 

Douglas Wright was executed in Sep­
tember. He was the first person to be 
executed in Oregon since 1962. He had 
chosen to drop his legal appeals. 

In July, four men, two of whom had 
been sentenced to death, were released in 
lIlinois after they were proved innocent. 
One of them. Vemeal Jimerson, had had 
his 1978 conviction and death sentence 
overturned previously on appeal, after the 
only witness connecting him to the mur­
der withdrew her testimony. However, in 
1984, the same witness - in a deal with the 
prosecution to gain a reduction in her own 
a prison sentence - had changed her testi­
mony again, and Vemoal Jimerson was re­
arrested, tried and sentenced to death for a 
second time. He was finally released on 
the basis of new forensic evidence which 
showed that he could not have committed 
the crime. 

In January, Governor Jim Edgar of illi­
nois commuted the death sentence of 
Guinevere Garcfa to life imprisonment the 
day before her execution was scheduled to 
take place. Guinevere Garcfa, who was 
convicted of kiLling her estranged hus· 
band. had chosen to abandon her legal ap­
peals and al10w the state to carry out her 
execution. The Governor cited that this 
was " not the kind of case that typically re­
sults in a death sentence in Illinois" when 
granting clemency. In May, the Governor 
of Idaho granted clemency to Don Paradis. 
and in November the Governor of Virginia 
granted clemency to Josepb Payne. Both 
governors cited doubts concerning the 
guilt of the condemned men and com­
muted their sentences to life imprison­
ment without the possibility of parole. 

Cases of deaths in custody. police 
shootings in disputed circumstances, and 
police ill-treatment continued to be repor­
ted. Victims included Frank Arzuega. an 
unarmed 15-year-old Puerto Rican, who 
was shot dead in January by an officer 
from the New York City Police Department 
(NYPD) while Sitting in the back seat of a 
suspected stolen car; Hong Il Kim. a Kor­
ean man who died in February after being 
shot several times by four CaHfornia police 
officers at the end of a car chase; and 



Aswan Watson, an unarmed black man 
who died after being shot 18 times by NYPD 
officers while sitting in a parked car in 
June. In April, a police video showed two 
sheriffs deputies from the Riverside 
County Sheriffs Department, California. 
beating Mexican immigrants Leticia 
GonzaIez and Enrique Funoz�Flores after 
a car chase. 

No officers were charged in connection 
with the above cases. However. a trial was 
pending in the case of an NYPD officer 
charged with manslaughter after fatally 
shooting an unarmed black man. 
Nathaniel Gaines Jr. in a New York sub­
way in August. Three other NYPO officers 
were charged with serious offences corn· 
mitted while off duty. One officer was 
charged with an assault on a black man 
outside a night-dub in May, which left the 
victim in a coma for eight days. Two were 
charged with second-degree murder: ono 
for a shooting in January, which police 
initially claimed was a suicide. and one 
for the beating and shooting to death of 
Charles Campbell, an unarmed black man. 
during a dispute over parking in October. 

A state of emergency was declared in 
St Petersburg, Florida, in October, when 
rioting took place after an unarmed black 
teenager. Tyrone Lewis, was shot dead by 
a white police officer. The us Justice De­
partment started an investigation into the 
shooting, which was the sixth killing by 
the ci ty' s police in a year. 

In May. a former New York City Transit 
Police Department officer was sentenced 
to five years' probation for shooting and 
wounding Desmond Robinson. a black, 
undercover police officer (see Amnesty In­
ternational Report 1996). In October, an 
NYPo officer was acquitted by a non-jury 

. court of criminally negligent homicide in 
the death of Anthony Baez (see Amnesty 
International Report 1996). In a controver­
sial decision. the judge acknowledged that 
the officer had placed Anthony Baez in an 
illegal chokehold. but held that it had not 
been proved beyond reasonable doubt that 
this had caused his death. In November, 
one of three white police officers charged 
with manslaughter in the case of black 
motorist Johnny Gammage was acquitted 
by an all-white jury. The charges against 
tho two other officers resulted in a mistrial 
in October; new trials were pending. 

Torture and ill-treatment of prisoners 
were reported. There were allegations that 
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prisoners in Georgia were systematically 
beaten in separate incidents by officers 
from an elite Tactical Squad responsible 
for conducting prison "shakedowns" 
(searches). The Commissioner of Correc­
tions. Wayne Garner. is alleged to have 
personally supervised the searches and to 
have witnessed acts of ill-treatment - in 
which many prisoners sustained serious 
injuries - while taking no preventive ac· 
tion. Cases included an incident at Scott 
State Prison in January, in which unre­
sisting prisoners allegedly received re­
peated beatings, and an incident in Hays 
Prison in July, in which several prisoners 
sustained serious injuries as 8 result of al­
leged beatings, both in the prison and 
later, during transfer. 

In August, state disciplinary bearings 
opened into allegations that in June 1995 
guards at California State Prison, Corcar­
can, beat, kicked and forcibly sheared off 
the hair of some 36 shackled inmates who 
were transferred there following disturb­
ances at another institution. The results of 
the hearings, which also considered ap­
peals lodged by seven guards dismissed or 
demoted following the incident. were still 
pending at the end of the year. Meanwhile, 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). 
was reported to be investigaling other in­
cidents in the prison, including the shoot­
ing by guards of several inmates since 
1988 and allegations that guards had or­
ganized fights between rival prison gang 
members. 

In October. 11 guards were charged 
with beating prisoners in a punitive segre­
gation unit at Rikers Island prison com­
plex in New York over a three·year period 
from 1992 to 1994 and with filing false 
reports to cover up their actions. The trial 
was pending at the end of the year . 

According to reports, one of the guards 
charged with the 1994 murder of a pris­
oner in Terrell Unit, Texas (see Amnesty 
International Report 1996), who had been 
convicted of manslaughter and sentenced 
to 10 years' imprisonment, had been 
granted probation in September 1995 after 
serving only 99 days of his sentence. A 
second guard who had been sentenced to 
eight years' imprisonment was also re� 
leased early on probation. 

In May. the State of Wisconsin an­
nounced its intention to use a remote con­
trolled electra-shock belt on prisoners. 
The Remote Electronically Activated 
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Control Technology (REAer) belt sends an 
electric ernrent through the wearer's body, 
causing pain, incapacitation and some­
times involuntary bowel movements. 

In June. Alabama agreed to end chain­
gangs (the practico of shackling prisoners 
together in work crews) in setUement of a 
lawsuit (see Amnesty International Report 
1996). A court ruling on the use of the 
"hitching rail" (8 bar to which Alabama 
prisoners were chained for hours with 
their hands raised above their heads as 
punishment) was pending at the end of the 
year (see Anmesty International Report 
1996). In September, the first chain-gangs 
for female prisoners were introduced in a 
jail in Arizona. 

There were legal developments in the 
cases of prisoners whose prosecution bad 
allegedly been politically motivated. In 
March, a motion was lodged for a retrial, 
based on alleged new evidence, in the case 
of Geronimo Pratt, the former Black Pan­
ther Party (opp) leader, serving a life sen­
tence for murder in California. Amnesty 
International had repeatedly called for a 
review of his case, on the basis that he 
may have been prosecuted because of his 
BPP activities as part of an FBI counter­
intelligence program against the BPP in the 
1970s (see previous Amnesty International 
Reports). 

In March, the federal parole board re­
fused to grant parole to Leonard Peltier. a 
member of the American Indian Move­
ment serving two life sentences for mur­
der. A petition for clemency in the case 
was still pending before President Clinton. 
Amnesty International had sent the parole 
board a copy of its 1995 communication to 
the Attorney General, in which the orgall­
ization reiterated its concern that Leonard 
Peltier may have been denied a fair trial on 
political grounds and sought a review of 
the case (see previous Amnesty Interna­
tional Reports). 

In June, Robert Norse Kahn began serv­
ing a 60-day prison term imposed for vio­
lating an injunction prohibiting the group 
Food Not Bombs (>NB) from distributing 
free food to the homeless in San Francisco, 
California (see previous Amnesty Interna­
tional Reports). He was released after a 
month. Meanwhile, the San Francisco au­
thorities announced that they had reversed 
the previous city administration's policy 
of taking legal action against homeless 
people sleeping or drinking in public 

places in violation of local laws. Arrests of 
FN8 activists declined. 

Amnesty International made numerous 
appeals on behalf of prisoners sentenced 
to death, urging clemency in all cases. In 
June, the organization published a report, 
The death penalty in Georgia: Racist, 
arbitrary and unfair. In July, Amnesty 
International's Secretary GeneraJ led a 
delegation which met Georgia's Attorney 
General and various civil rights organiza­
tions. In October, the us Government re­
plied to Amnesty International's call for a 
Presidential Commission into the death 
penalty, denying that the death penalty 
was used in a racist manner and rejecting 
the request. 

In June, Amnesty International pub­
lished a report, USA: Police brutality and 
excessive force in the New York City 
Police Department. The report detailed 
widespread allegations of ill-treatment by 
police, deaths in custody and unjustified 
police shootings. dating from the mid-
1980s to early 1996, mainly against mem­
bers of ethnic minorities. The organization 
called on the New York City authorities to 
establish an independent inquiry to exam­
ine the extent of police ill-treatment and 
the effectiveness of measures taken to pre­
vent or investigate abuses. The Mayor and 
the Police Commissioner declined to hold 
an inquiry, denying that ill-treatment was 
widespread and stating that complaints 
were already effectively investigated. Am­
nesty International continued to call for an 
inquiry and to raise new cases of unjusti­
fied police shootings of unarmed suspects 
and other allegations of ill-treatment, in­
cluding the cases of Aswan Watson and 
Nathaniel Gaines Jr. 

In June, Amnesty lnternational pub­
lished a report, USA :  Use of electro�shock 
stun belts, condemning the introduction of 
the REACT belt, which the organization be­
lieved could be used to torture detainees. 
It called upon the us Government to ban 
the use and export of the belt. Amnesty 
lntemational also wrote to the Governor 
of Wisconsin expressing concern that the 
proposed use of the belt on prison work 
crews in the state could constitute cruel, 
inhuman or degrading treatment. in vio­
lation of international standards. The 
authorities replied, defending the use of 
the belt in certain circumstances. 

Amnesty lnternational wrote to the au­
thorities in Alabama, Arizona. California, 



Florida. Georgia and New Jersey and to the 
federal authorities about other reported 
cases of ill-treatment and deaths in cus­
tody. including the cases of Hong II Kim, 
Leticia Gonulez and Enrique Funez­
Flores. Amnesty International expressed 
Concern that the latter two cases appeared 
to fall within a pattern of ill-treatment of 
latinos by police in California. The organ­
ization also sought a full inquiry by the 
federal authorities into the case of Ken­
oeth Trentadue, a prisoner who allegedly 
committed suicide by hanging in a federal 
prison in Oklahoma but whose body 
showed signs of numerous other injuries. 

In June. Amnesty International wrote to 
the Governor of California and to the San 
Francisco authorities expressing concern 
that Robert Norse Kahn and other fNB 
members may have boon targeted for their 
beliefs and activities on behalf of the 
homeless. and seeking further clarification 
on aspects of the case. No reply had been 
received by the end of the yeax. 

URUGUAY 

.. 

Two prisoners of conscience were impris. 
oned for 15 days. The "disappearance" 
and possible extrajudicial execution of 
a former agent of the Chilean military 
remained unclarified. The vast majority 
of human rights violations committed in 
past years remained uninvestigated. 

In April. Uruguay ratified the Inter­
American Convention on the Forced Dis­
appearance of Persons, 

The UN Committee against Torture. 
which reviewed Uruguay's second peri-
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odic report in November. urged the au- 329 
thorities to male provision for a clause 
whkh outlaws tort me, 

Prisoners of conscience Federico and 
Carlos Fasano. respectively director and 
editor of the national newspaper La 
Republica. were each sentenced to two 
years' imprisonment in May under an art­
icle of the Penal Code which restricts free­
dom of expression, Their conviction was 
based on the publication of newspaper 
articles about the alleged corruption of 
Juan Carlos Wasmosy, the President of 
Paraguay. The judge found that both jom­
nalists had infringed Article 138 of Uru­
guay's Penal Code. which stipulates that it 
is a criminal offence to question the "hon­
om of foreign Heads of State and their 
diplomatic representatives", The offence 
is punishable by between two and nine 
years' imprisonment. Following national 
and international appeals. Federico and 
Carlos Fasano were released by an appeal 
comt two weeks after their detention. 
However. their release was conditional, 
pending a hearing before the Supreme 
Court of Justice which had not taken place 
by the end of the year. 

A body found in April 1995 was for­
mally identified in June 1996 as that of 
Eugenio Berrfos. a former Chilean military 
agent who "disappoaxed" in 1992. Allega­
tions that Uruguayan military personnel 
had been responsible for his abduction 
and "disappearance" in 1992 and subse­
quent extrajudicial execution remained 
unclarified (see Amnesty International Re­
port 1994). 

Despite public statements by former 
members of the armed forces in February, 
April and May. which corroborated re­
ports of human rights violations commit-
ted under past military governments, no 
official investigations were carried out 
into these allegations, In an open letter 
published in May. former navy captain 
Jorge Troccoli admitted responsibility for I: 
his part in the killing and "disappearance" 

� of soveral opposition activists dming the < 
period of military rulo between 1973 and i 1985. The letter confirmed statements 
published in February and April by other 

I 
fanner members of the Uruguayan armed 
Corces, The statements also corroborated 
reports of human rights violations by � 
Uruguayan military personnel and dming S 
combined military operations between the ... 
Uruguayan and Argentine secmity forces. � 
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These unresolved cases of human rights 
violations included torture, killings and 
the "disappearance" after detention of at 
least 30 people in Uruguay and of more 
than 100 Uruguayan citizens in Argentina 
(see Argentina entry). The majority of 
human rights abuse cases reported after 
the end of military rule also remained 
unresolved. 

In June. Amnesty lnternationaJ wrote to 
President Julio Mana Sanguinetti calling 
for the immodiate and unconditional re­
lease of prisoners of conscience Federico 
and Carlos Fasano and for 8 review by the 
relevant authorities of Uruguay's Penal 
Code to ensure that future legislation does 
not permit the imprisonment of prisoners 
of conscience, President Sanguinetti re­
plied that he did not have "the constilu· 
lienal power to imprison or release any 
prisoner", and that "Iwlhether rightly or 
wrongly, the Judiciary tried (Federieo and 
Carlos FasanoJ for having committed a 
common crime". The organization also 
urged the authorities to take the necessary 
steps to clarify the fate of all those who 
had been victims of "disappearance", and 
to ensure that all past human rights viola· 
tions were investigated as required under 
international human rights standards. 

UZBEKISTAN 

Three prisoners of conscience were held 
in police custody for short periods in con· 
nection with activities in defence of 
human rights. Three possible prisoners of 
conscience were detained for two months 
on a charge of Libelling the President. Six 
possible prisoners of conscience arrested 
in 1994 were released. An opposition 

political activist was allegPdly tortured in 
detention, and an international human 
rights monitor was ill·treated after being 
arbitrarily detained by police. The son of 
an opposition leader was assaulted by 
suspected government agents. Three Is· 
lamic religious activists remained "disap"­
peared". At least twelve death sentences 
were passed and an unknown number of 
people were executed. 

Addressing the Oliy Mojlis (parliament) 
in August, President Islam Karimov called 
for the development of active opposition 
parties. a free press, and guarantees that 
tho rights of citizens would be observed. 
The draft of a new law on political parties 
was published in September, but bad not 
entered into force by the end of the year. 
During the year the authorities registered 
two human rights organizations, the Corn· 
mittee for the Defence of the Rights of the 
Individual and the Human Rights Society 
of Uzbeldstan, the latter having formerly 
operated underground and in exile since 
its foundation in 1992. The Chairman of 
the Human Rights Society, former pris· 
oner of conscience Abdumannob Pulatov 
(see Amnesty International Report 1994), 
returned from exile in the USA in August. 
at the personal invitation of President Ka· 
rimov. to arrange the organization's regis· 
tration. 

Potina Braunerg, a lawyer and human 
rights activist, was detained three times 
during a three·day period in March by 
officers of the National Security Service in 
Almalyk, ncar the capital, Tashkent. She 
was held for questioning ostensibly about 
her alleged involvement in illegal com· 
mercial activity, but the real motive ap· 
peared to have been to investigate her 
human rights and political activities. 
Polina Braunerg's teenage son, Nikita 
Braunerg, was detained twice in the same 
period. Both were prisoners of conscience. 
In September. Akbmatzhan Abdulayev was 
detained for several bours after aceorn· 
panying prominent human rights defender 
Mik.hail Ardzinov to a meeting with a rep-­
rcsentative of Amnesty International dUI'"" 
ing an international human rights seminar 
in Tashkent. Akhmatzban Abdulayev was 
a prisoner of conscience. 

Possible prisoners of conscience Khcr 
liknazar Ganiyev and Bakhtiyor Burkh­
Bnov, university lecturers. and Nosim 
Boboyev, a tax inspector, were arrested in 
February in Samarkand and charged with 



"public defamation or slander of the Pres­
ident . . .  including by means of the press 
or olher media". The charge apparently re­
lated to their possession of. and involve­
ment in distributing. copies of several 
banned opposition publications. In April, 
the three men were released and the case 
against them was dropped. 

Possible prisoners of conscience Ab­
dulla Abdurazokov and Rashid Bekzhanov 
(see Amnesty International Report 1996) 
were releasod in May os part of 0 presi­
dential amnesty. Possible prisoner of 
conscience Gaipnnzar Koshchanov (see 
Amnesty International Report 1996). who 
was also released in May. was officially 
listed as a beneficiary of the amnesty, al­
though he hod opparently been due to 
complete his sentence at that time. A fur­
ther amnesty in August resulted in the re­
lease of possible prisoners of conscience 
Mamadali Makhmudov (see Amnesty In­
ternational Report 1996). Khoshim Su­
vanov and Shavkat Mamatov. The latter 
two had been part of 8 group of seven 
people tried in 1995 for serious crimes 
against the state (sce Amnesty Interna­
HanoI Report 1996): the other four serving 
custodial sentences - Murad Dz.hurayev, 
Erkin Ashurov. Nemat Akhmedov and 
Shavkat Kholbayev - remained in prison. 
but it was unclear whether they had also 
benefited from tJlO amnesty by having 
their sentences reduced. 

Reports of torture and ill-treatment 
continued to be received. Safar Bekzhanov, 
an activist with the outlawed Erk (Free­
dom) political party. who had been im­
prisoned in 1993 on a charge of fraud, 
which his supporters claimed had been 
fabricated for political reasons. was re­
leosed under tba Moy amnesty. He ollegod 

'that he had been tortured throughout his 
imprisonment. 10 August. John MacLeod, 
a British citizen and representative of 
the organization Human Rights Watch} 
Helsinki. was ill-treated by police in Tash­
kent who detained him for several hours. 

Dmitry Fattokhov. who bod ollegedly 
been tortured in police custody in 1995 
(see Amnesty International Report 1996). 
Was released from confinement in a psy­
chiatric hospital in February and allowed 
to travel to Israel with his mother for med­
ical treatment. 

In November. Khasan Mirsaidov, son 
of a prominent government opponent. 
ShukruUa Mirsaidov. was abducted by 
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unknown men who beat him and detained 
him for around 12 hours. The attackers 
were believed to have been government 
agents. Khasan Mirsaidov's father and 
brother had suffered similar treatment in 
1995 (see Amnesty International Report 
1096). 

There was no news about Islamic 
prayer leader Abduvali Mirzoyev and his 
assistant Ramazan Matkarimov. who "dis­
appeared" in 1995 (see Amnesty Interna­
tional Report 1996). The Uzbek authorities 
continued 10 deny involvement in their 
"disappearance". Tho 1992 "disappear­
ance" of Abdullo Utayev, leader of the 
unregistered I!;lamic Renaissance Party of 
Uzbekistan (see Amnesty International Re­
port 1994). remained similarly unresolved; 
the Tashkent City Procurator's Office dis­
closed that they wore treating his case as 
murder, albeit without indicating how 
they had concluded that he was dead. 

The death penalty remained in force, 
but no official statistics on its applica­
tion were made known. From unofficial 
sources it was known that at least twelve 
death sentences were passed for crimes in­
cluding murder and drug-trafficking. but 
the true figures were probably much 
higher. It was reported that executions 
continued to take place. but reliable statis­
tical data was unavailable. One death sen­
tence passed in 1995 was changed on 
appeal to a term of imprisonment, but it 
also became known that two men sen­
tenced to death in 1994, Bakhodir 
Sboripov and Sukhrob Sobirov, hod been 
executed in September 1995 and the in­
formation withheld from their families for 
six months. Information received in 1996 
showed that the number of death sen­
tences passed in 1995 had been at least 20. 

Amnesty International condemned the 
detention of Polina and Nikita Braun­
erg and Akhrnatzban Abdulayev and con­
tinued to urge 8n end to the practice of 
using short-term police custody to punish 
people for exercising fundamental human 
rights. The organization sought further in­
formation about the charges against Kho­
Iiknazar Ganiyev. Bakhtiyor Burkhanov 
and Nosim Boboyev. It welcomed the re­
lease of possible prisoners of conscience 
Abdulla Abdurozakov, Rashid Bekzhanov, 
GaipnaZ8I Koshcbanov, Mamadali Makh­
mudov, Khoshim Suvauov and Shavkat 
Mamatov, but continued to call for a 
judicial review of the case of Murad 
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Dzburaycv. Erkin Asburov. Nemat Ak.b­
medov and Shavkat Kholbayev. 

Amnesty lntemational called for in­
vestigations into the allegations that Safar 
Bekzbanov bad been tortured. the ill-treat­
ment of John MacLeod and the beating of 
Khasan Mirsaidov, and for anyone found 
responsible to be brought to justice. The 
organization continued to call for clarific8-
tion of the whereabouts of Abduvali Mir­
zoyev, Ramazan Malkarimov and Abdullo 
Utayev. It also called for the commutation 
of all death sontences and continued to 
press the authorities to abolish the death 
penalty. 

VENEZUELA 

.. 

Dozens of prisoners of conscience were 
detained during the year. Scores of 
people, including children, were extraju­
dicialJy executed in the context of police 
and army operations ostensibly aimed at 
combating crime. At least 25 prisoners 
burned to death in 8 prison in Caracas. 
Torture and ill-treatment by the security 
forces were widespread and some people 
died as a result of torture. Prison condi· 
tions remained extremely harsh. Most 
perpetrators of human rights violations 
continued to hene6t from impunity. 

Some constitutional guarantees, includ· 
ing the right not to be arrested without a 
warrant, remained suspended in areas bor· 
dering Colombia. where a growing m1li· 
tary presence was accompanied by reports 
of systematic human rights violations by 
the Venezuelan socurity forces (see Am· 
nesty International Report 1 996). The Inter· 
American Commission on Human Rights 

and the UN Special Rapporteur on torture 
carried out their first visits to the country 
in May and June respectively. In Septem· 
ber, the lnter·American Court of Human 
Rights required Venezuela to pay compen· 
sation to relatives of 14 fishennen killed 
by the anny in El Amparo, Apure state, in 
1988 (see Amnesty International Report 
1993). 

Dozens of prisoners of conscience were 
detained for short periods for their peace-­
ful activities: many were tortured and ill· 
trealed. In April. Antonio Espinoza, a 
community activist. was arrested without 
a warranl in Valencia. Carabobo state. by 
members of the Direcci6n de 105 Servici05 
de Inte1igencia y Provenci6n (OISIP). Direct· 
orate of Intelligence and Prevention Ser· 
vices. He was detained for five days before 
being released without charge. Nelson 
Bracca. an activist in Caracas, was arrested 
in June by hooded members of the DLSlP 
and the PoJicfo Ttlcnico Judicial (1'11). Ju­
dicial Technical Police. who raided his 
home without search or arrest warrants. 
He was detained in a police station for 
seven days, where he was forced to stand 
for prolonged periods. In July. human 
rights defenders Jorge Nieves and Leticia 
Echenique. members of the ComiM para 
la De/ensa de 105 Derechos Humanos 
(COOEIlUM). Committee for Human Rights 
Defence, a non·govornmental organization 
based in Guasdualito, Apure state. were 
arbitrarily detained by members of the 
OISlP when they wont to a local police 
station 10 enquire about the safety of a 
prisoner arrested the previous day. They 
remained in detention for a day before 
being released without charge. In October. 
Juan Bautista Moreno. president of roDE· 
HUM, was arrested. togother with four other 
human rights defenders. following a raid 
on his home by members of the OISIP. They 
were arrested for displaying a poster of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
and other human rights literature. which 
the officials claimed were "subversive". 
They were detain od for seven days before 
being released without charge. 

Scores of people. including children, 
were extrajudicially oxecuted by the se­
curity forces. In January. Jesus Bladimir 
Lizardo OrUz, an inmate in the Rel�n de 
Catia, a prison in Caracas. was shot dead 
by 8 prison warder. In April. Jost'i Antonio 
Clavijo Rodrfguez and 17-year-old AJejao­
dro Campos Orsini were shot dead in 



Caracas in circumstances suggesting they 
may have been extrajudicially executed. 
They had received anonymous death 
threats because of their grass·roots activit­
ies. Eye-witnesses daimed that the perpet­
rators were linked to the security forces. 
In May, 13-year-old Lian Jonathan Qiseres 
Herrera was shot in the head at dose range 
and killed by a member of the Policia Me­
tropolitana, Metropolitan Police, while he 
was walking with two friends in a street in 
Caracas. Witnesses preventod the perpet­
rator from planting a weapon on the vic· 
tim in order to claim he had died in a 
shoot-out. The police officer was sus­
pended pending the outcome of his trial, 
which was continuing at the end of the 
year. In June. Carlo. Perdomo and John 
Calder6n were arrested during 8 Metropol­
itan Police operation in Caracas. Their BI­
rest was filmed by a television crew. Both 
were seen, alive and unharmed, being 
taken away in a police vehicle. Hours later 
their bullet-riddled bodies were trans­
ferred to a morgue in Caracas. Those re­
sponsible were brieny detained before 
being released without charge. 

On 22 October. at least 25 male in­
mates. including a 17-yeBI-old, were 
burned to death in La Planta prison in 
Caracas. after members of the Guardia No­
cional (CN), National GUBId. locked them 
into an overcrowded cell and threw teBI­
gas canisters into it. which set it on fire. 
Three members of the eN were arrested 
and were awaiting trial at the end of the 
year. 

Tho widespread use of torture and iIl­
treatment by the security forces. including 
the army, continued to be reported. and 
those responsiblo continued la benefit 
from impunity. Victims included men, 

- women and children. Torture was system­
atic in the region bordering Colombia. 
where the Venezuelan security forces 
responded to incursions by Colombian 
armed opposition groups with widespread 
repression against the civilian population. 
Whom they suspocted of collaborating 
with such groups. Beatings. suspension 
from wrists or ankles ror prolonged 
periods of time, near-asphyxiation with 
plastic bags. eloctric shocks and mock exe­
cutions were used to extract confessions 
from suspects and to intimidate detainees. 
ConfeSSions extracted under torture con­
tinued to be accepted as evidence by the 
courts. Stato attorneys regularly failed to 
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act effectively on complaints of torture 
and official forensic doctors frequently 
avoided documenting cases of torture. 
Medical treatment for detainees who had 
suffered torture continued to be unavail­
able. 

Five grass-roots activists - Miguel An­
tonio del Dues Mosquora. Jonathan Sojo 
Avil�s. Jos� Francisco Saavedra Ruza. Jos� 
Manuel Fuentes and Araciel GonzAlez -
were tortured following their arrest on 13 
June by members of the PTJ in Caracas. 
During the first three days of their deten­
tion they were hold incommunicado in 
the Comisarfa del Deste, a police station. 
where high-ranking police officers subjec­
ted them to beatings, electric shocks and 
prolonged suspension by the wrists in or­
der to extract confessions. They remained 
in detention. without medical care, until 
their release on bail between 21 June and 2 
July. 

Children were also tortured by the p<>­
lice and scores were detained in cruel. 
inhuman or degrading conditions. Arnold 
Blanco. aged 15.  was arrosted in July at his 
home in Petare, by the Municipal Police of 
Sucre, for alleged drug abuse. He was 
transferred to the Divisi6n de Menores de 
la PT/, a PT) detention centre for young of­
fenders in Cochecito, Caracas. where he 
was brutally beaten by warders, as a result 
of which he suffered fractured ribs. He re­
ceived no medical CBIO. Dozens of other 
children. some as young as 10, were also 
held in the P'l'J detention centre and many 
of them were tortured by the police. 

Some people died in custody report­
edly as a result of torture. For example, 
Francis Zambrano was arbitrarily arrested 
by members of the Metropolitan Police in 
eBIly April. He was transferred to a police 
station in Caracas, where he died follow­
ing prolonged beatings and semi-asphyxia­
tion. Those responsible wore not brought 
to justice. 

In the so-called "zonas de seguridad 
/ronteriza", border security zones under 
military jurisdiction, where somp consti­
tutional guarantees romained suspended. 
scores or people were detained at random 
by the security forces and tortured during 
interrogation. In January, Jos� Anicaso Ra­
jas was arbitrarily arrested at his home in 
Guasdualito, Apure stale. by members of 
the PTJ. He was taken to a local police sta· 
tion and subjected to prolonged suspen· 
sion by the wrists. semi-asphyxiation and 
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beatings in order to extract 8 confession. 
He was released without charge after eight 
days in detention and admitted to hos­
pital. On 17 February, members of the GN 
investigating 8 Colombian guerrilla attack 
raided several houses in the community of 
Le Victoria. Apure state, including that of 
Yosaida MarUncz Rol6n. Sbe was arbitrar­
ily detained, beaten, threatened with rape, 
and held in custody until 21 February. In 
April, Samuel Cards. Elouterio Duque and 
)056 del Cannon Vergel were detained 
at an anny road-block in Sector Balsal, 
Apurc slalo, They wore blindfolded and 
subjected to beatings, mock executions 
and electric shocks during interrogation. 
They were released without charge after 
four days in detention. In October, Lau­
rentino Rol6n Santander. 8 Colombian 
national, was arbitrarily arrested in 
Guasdualito. Apure state, by the Direccidn 
de Inteligencia Militar, Military lntelli­
gence Directorate. He was held incom­
municado for four days and subjected to 
beatings and electric shocks during inter­
rogation. He was then deported to Colom­
bia. Those responsible for the torture of 
dozens of people in Cararabo. Amazonas 
state, in 1995 were not brought to justice 
(see Amnesty International Report 1996). 

Prison conditions remained extremely 
harsh. often amounting to cruel, inhuman 
or degrading treatment. Despite the gov­
ernment's acknowledgment that system­
atic human rights violations were taking 
place in prisons throughout the country, 
the authorities failed to take steps to 
improve prison conditions. Serious over­
crowding, extremely poor sanitary condi­
tions and lack of adequate medical care 
led to a number of deaths from diseases 
such as tuberculosis. In October, severa1 
thousand inmates held in three prisons in 
Caracas carried out a peaceful demonstra­
tion, including a hunger-strike, demand­
ing better prison conditions, a speeding up 
of their court proceedings and full invest­
igations into the massacre of the 25 in­
mates of La Planta prison (see above). 

The whereabouts of Julio Rafael Tovar 
and Juan Vicento Palmero, who "disap­
peared" in 1995 following their arrest by 
members of the security forces, remained 
unknown, and those responsible were not 
brought to justico (see Amnesty Interna­
tional Report 1996), 

Scores of people continued to be im­
prisoned under the £ey de Vagos y 

Ma/oontes, Law of Vagrants and Crooks. 
despite government promises to repeal the 
law. The law pennits administrative de­
tention for periods of up to five years, 
without judicial appeal or review (see Am­
nesty International Report 1996). In July, 
Jost; Antonio Landaeta Gatica was arrested 
without a warrant in Borquisimeto, Lata 
state. During his arrest he was bruta1ly 
beaten by mombers of the state police, re­
portedly for coming from another state and 
being unemployed. Ho was denied med­
ical treatment and remained imprisoned 
under the Law of Vagrants and Crooks. 

An Amnesty International delegation, 
led by the organization's Secretary Gen­
eral. visited the country in July to present 
a memorandum to the Venezuelan Gov­
ernment. addressed to President Raiael 
Caldera. of the organization's concerns 
and recommendations. It included calls 
for the abolition of the Law of Vagrants 
and Crooks; an urgent improvement in 
prison conditions; the implementation of a 
law to prevent and punish torture; and an 
end to impunity for the perpetrators of 
human rights violations. The government 
dismissed Amnesty Intemationai's find­
ings and concerns as "biased and un­
founded", 

VIET NAM 

At least 54 prisoners of conscience and 
possible prisoners of conscience re­
mained in detention throughout the year. 
Two prisoners of conscience were sen­
tenced to prison terms after an un­
fair trial and two others were released. 
Twenty-two political prisoners, including 



possible prisoners of conscience. were ar· 
rested during the year. Death sentences 
were passed on 113 people. Five people 
were known to have been executed but 
the actual number was believed to be 
much higher. 

The Communist Party of Viet Nam held 
its Eighth Congress in June. at which the 
country's senior leaders were confirmed 
in their positions, with Presidont Le Duc 
Anh retaining his post as Head of State. 
Strict stato control of the medja, continu­
ing restrictions on freedom of expression 
and lack of official information made it 
difficult to obtain details of human rights 
violations. Restrictions on visiting for­
eigners were imposed prior to the Party 
Congress. but a number of high-level dele­
gations visited Viel Nam afterwards. in­
cluding delegations from the Vatican and 
from Norway. 

At least 54 prisoners of conscience and 
possible prisoners of conscience arrested 
in previous years were known to be de­
tained throughout the year. although the 
true figures may have been higher. There 
was serious concern for the health of a 
number of prisoners of conscience serving 
long prison sentences. Doan Viet Heat, a 
writer and academic arrested in 1990 and 
serving a 15-year sentence for his involve­
ment with tho Freedom Forum newsletter 
(see Amnesty International Reports 1993 
to 1995), was held in solitary confinement 
in Thanh Cam prison in north Viet Nam. 
He was believed to be suffering from se­
vere mental distress caused by total iso­
lation. Pham Duc Kham, co-author of the 
Freedom Forum and serving a 12-year sen­
tence, suffered from high blood pressure 
and a chronic ulcer. Nguyon Van Thuan, a 
Writer, poet and former teacher involved 

1- in the High Tide of Humanism movement 
and with the Freedom Forum, serving an 
18-year sentence. remained in poor health 
(see Amnesty International Report 1996). 
He had heen hospitalized in 1994 follow­
ing a stroke. In February, he was returned 
to Z30s prison camp where there were no 
medical facilities. Dong Tuy. who bad 
been arrested in 1995 and sentenced to 11 
years' imprisonment for his involvement 
in the Movement to Unite the People and 
Build Democracy (see Amnesty Interna­
tional Report 1996), was in very poor 
health and continuod to be detained in a 
prison camp with minimal accoss to ap­
propriate medical attention. 

VlET NAM 

Prisoners of conscience detained for 335 
their religious beliefs continued to be held 
throughout the year. Thich Huyen Quang. 
the 77-year-old Supreme Patriarch of the 
unofficial Unified Buddhjst Church of Vi et 
Nam (see previous Amnesty International 
Reports). was detained without charge or 
trial in isolation in 8 remote part of 
the country. Brother Nguyen Chau Oat, a 
member of the Catholic Congregation of 
the Mother Co-Rodomptrix. serving a 20-
year sentence in K3 "rc-education" camp 
(see Amnesty International Report 1995), 
suffered from poor health caused by hard 
labour, an inadequate diet and lack of 
medical troatment. 

Two prisoners of conscience were sen­
tenced to prison terms following an unfair 
trial in August; a third person received a 
suspended sentence. Le Hong Ha and Ha 
Si Phu had been detained without trial 
since their arrest in late 1995 (see Am­
nesty International Report 1996). Le Hong 
Ha, a former Interior Ministry official. had 
been a senior member of the Communist 
Party of Viel Nom until he was expelled in 
June 1995. He was reportedly charged 
with divulging national secrets under Art­
iele 92 of Vi et Nam's Criminal Code. and 
sentenced to two years' imprisonment. Ha 
Si Phu, a scientist and well-known writer, 
received a one-year sentence, also for al­
leged offences under Article 92. He had 
been officially criticized in 1993 for the 
content of some of his essays which were 
frequently published in official Commun­
ist Party publications. It was believed that 
the men had beon in possession of a letter 
written by Prime Minister Vo Van Kiet 
which called for greater political and eco­
nomic refonn. A third man, Nguyen Kien 
Giang, received a suspendod sentence. 
The trial took place in camera and lasted 
less than ono day. 

Two prisoners of conscience were re­
leased. Doan Thanh Liem. a lawyer who 
was arrested in 1990 and sentenced after I an unfair trial to 12 years' impriso:-ment 
in 1992 for allogedly "spreading anti­
socialist propaganda" (see Amnesty Inter- I national Report 1993). was unexpectedly 
released from a prison camp in February 
and immediately deported to the USA with a 
his family. He had been suffering from � 
serious health problems in detention. in- � eluding tuberculosis. Tran ThaM Thuc, a !i 
medical doctor working in Ho Chi Minh ... 
City, who was arrested in 1987 and � 
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sentenced after an unfair trial the fol­
lowing year to 16 years' imprisonment on 
charges of espionage and working for the 
us Central Intelligence Agency. was re­
leased in August. 

Three people. believed to have links 
with the Free Viel Nam Movement, were 
arrested in March when they were banded 
over by Cambodian officials at the Viet­
namese border (see cambodia entry). One 
of them. Ly Tbara, remained in detention 
without charge or trial at the end of the 
year, 1-10 was a possible prisoner of con­
science. 

In December. 19 people. including 
possible prisoners of conscience, were 
arrested whon they were deported to Viel 
Nam by the Cambodian authorities (see 
Cambodia entry). The 19. all believed to 
be members of a group called the People's 
Action Party. were detained by the Viet­
namese authorities on arrival. There was 
no information 85 to their fate or where­
abouts at the cnd of the year. 

In April. Nguyen Ha Phan, Vice-Presi­
dent of the National Assembly and mem­
ber of the Politburo was expelled from the 
Communist Party and later stripped of his 
posts for "baving committed serious mis­
takes in the past". No further details were 
available on his case and reports that he 
may have been placed under house arrest 
remained unconfirmed. 

One hundred and thirteen people were 
sentenced to death. In April, Duong The 
Tung was sentenced to death after having 
been convicted by the Ha Noi People's 
Court of the murder of a policeman. 
Duong The Tung. who had pleaded guilty 
to the cbarge and begged for clemency, 
was reportedly tortured by police officers 
armed with electric batons in an ante­
room while awaiting the verdict of his 
trial. Also in April. Phung Thi Tho was 
sentenced to death after being found guilty 
of fraud by a court in Bmb Diob province. 
An o£6cial report stated that this was the 
first death sentence imposed in Viet Nom 
for fraud. Five exocutions were reported. 
However. this was believed to be only a 
small fraction of the number of people ac­
tuaJly executed. Exocutions in Vi et Nam 
are carried out by firing-squad. In August. 
Le Hong Bich was executed in An Giang 
province: he had hoen convicted of the 
rape and murder of a child. Three more 
people were executed in October. in­
creased publicity around death sentences 

and executions was believed to be part of 
an official crack-down on "social evils". 
including drug-related crime. 

During the year Amnesty International 
continued to appeal for the release of all 
prisoners of conscience. In February, the 
organization published a report, Socialist 
Republic of Viet Nom: The death penalty. 
explaining its concerns about the increas­
ing number of executions, and noting the 
34 articlos of the Criminal Code which 
carry the death penalty as an optional 
punishment. The organization urged the 
Vietnamese Government to commute all 
existing death sentences and 10 sign and 
ratify the Second Optional Protocol to the 
International Covenant on Civil and Polit­
ical Rights. aiming at the abolition of the 
death penalty. In February. Amnesty Inler­
national welcomed the release of Doan 
Thanh Liem. In August. the organization 
protested about the trial and sentencing of 
prisoners of conscience Le Hong Ha and 
Ha Si Phu. and in December it published a 
report, Socialist Republic of Viet Nam: 
The case of Le Hong Ho and Ho Si Phu. 
containing information about their trial. In 
October. a memorandum of Amnesty In­
ternational's human rights concerns in 
Viet Nam was passed to Prime Minister 
Vo Van Kiet by Norwegian Prime Minister 
Gro Harlem Brundlland during her visit to 
the country. He reportedly accepted the 
memorandum and agreed to consider the 
contents. There was no official response to 
Amnesty International's appeals for the re­
lease of prisoners of conscience. 

YEMEN 
Twenty-one political prisoners remained 
in detention, most of them under sentence 
of death. They included a prisoner of con­
science serving his 14th year under sen­
tence of death. Scores of politicaJ 
suspects, including possible prisoners 
of conscience, were detained for brief 
periods during the year. Two political tri­
als which began in 1995 continued during 
the year. Torture and ill-treatment were 
reported. The judicial punishment of flog­
ging was widely imposed and the status of 
sentences of amputation passed in 1995 
was unclear. At least one person died in 
custody. The fate and whereabouts of 
hundred. of poop le who "disappeared" in 



previous years remained unknown. At 
least eight people were sentenced to death 
and the cases of hundreds of others sen­
tenced in previous years were at different 
stages of the appeal process. Executions 
were believed to have been carried oul. 
Around 20 Saudi Arabian political or 
religious opponents of t.heir government 
were forcibly returned to Saudi Arabia, 
apparently without being offered access to 
asylum procedures. 

Contrary to the Constitution and the 
Code of Criminal Procedure. little action 
Was taken during the year by the gov­
ernment of President 'Ali'AbduJlah Saleh 
to bring to justice those responsible for ar­
bitrary arrests, incommunicado detention 
and torture, or to impose constitutional 
safeguards against these violations of hu­
man rights. Scores of political suspects, in­
cluding possible prisoners of conscience. 
were subject to arbitrary arrest and deten­
tion, mainly by the Political Security (ps) 
office, in various parts of the country. 

- Most of them were detained for short 
periods and denied access to lawyers be­
fore they wero released without charge. 
Those targoted for arrest included govern­
ment critics and members of opposition 
organizations. Idris al-Ma'khadi. a student 
at Sana'a University and member of Hizb 
aJ-Haq, a legal political party with two 
elected members of parliament, was ar­
rested at the beginning of January with a 
group of students after they distributed 
statements condemning the beating of Or 
'Abu Baler al-Saqaf. a university professor 
Who was abducted and beaten in 1995 (see 
Amnesty International Report 1996). All 
those arrested with him were released 
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after a few days in detention, but Idris al- 337 
Ma'khadi remained in incommunicado de-
tention in the PS headquarters in Sana'a for 
several weeks before he was released with-
out (;harge. 

Many of those who were arrested or de­
tained were suspected of having links with 
the al-Jabha al-Wataniya Ulmu'ardha. Na­
tional Front for the Opposition. an opposi­
tion organization based abroad. It was not 
known whether Any were still held at the 
end of tlle year. but some who were arres­
ted in 1995 in connection with their links 
with political parties may have continued 
to be held without trial. They included 
'Abdullah Muhammad MustaIa 'Ajina, re­
portedly a former member of the ps. who 
was believed to remain held without trial 
in the PS headquarters in Sana'a since his 
arrest in November 1995. 

Twenty political prisoners, suspected 
members of the fanner al-Jabha al-Wata­
niya al-Dimuqmtiyya, National Demo­
cratic Front, an opposition organization in 
the former Yemen Arab Republic, re­
mained held (seo Amnesty International 
Report 1996), most of them under sentence 
of death. However, new information came 
to light suggesting that the death sentences 
passed on two of them - Muhammad 
Nasser Sa'd aI-Snbahi and Ahrnad 'Abdul­
Ish Hussein al-Faqih - for murder had 
boon commuted to payment of blood 
money. Some of these sentences had been 
upheld by the Supreme Court but had not 
been ratified by the President by the end of 
the year. 

One prisoner of conscience. Mansur Ra-
jih. 8 poet and writer under sentence of 
death, remained in prison for the 14th year 
(see Amnesty International Report 1996). 
He had been convicted of murder in 1983 
after grossly unfair hearings. His sentence 
had not been ratified by the President at 
the end of the year. The government con­
tinued to insist that Msnsur Rajih's release 
could only take place if he was pardoned I by the family of the victim whom he was 
convicted of murdering. He remained held 
in Tai'z Central Prison suffering from ill i health. 

The hearings of two political trials 

i 
which began in 1995 continued during the 
year. One trial, that of Adorn Salab ai-Din 
Mansur. an Algerian national (known also � 
es 'Abu 'Abd aI-Rahman), and 20 Vemeni S 
nationals. remained in progress (see ... 
Amnesty International Report 1996). One � 
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session of the trial was attended by an 
Amnesty lntomationai observer. The other 
trial. that of three defendants charged with 
carrying out bomb attacks in 'Aden (see 
Amnesty International Report 1996), con­
cluded. Tho defendants were convicted 
and sentenced to tenus ranging from ono 
and 8 half years' to three years' imprison­
ment. The court also ordered an investiga­
tion into the allegations of torture by the 
defendants (see below). 

Throughout the year, there were fre­
quent reports of torture and ill-treatment 
of political detainees 8S well 8S criminal 
suspects. Forms of torture included beat­
ings with wooden or melal sticks, electric 
shocks, whipping, suspension from the 
wrists and the use of shackles. Muham­
mad Sa'd Tannum. an engineer who was 
held in al-Sawlaban detention centre in 
'Aden, was reportedly forced to place his 
hands on the Door and had his fingers re­
peatedly hit with a stone. Two women. 
Faiza Sa'id al-Mawsali and Samia 'Awadh 
Ba Najar. alleged that they had been raped 
while in the custody of the criminal 
investigation police in Hadhramout in 
Marcb. They were charged with making 
false allegations and brought to trial. In 
August. the court acquitted the two wo­
men and sentenced one police officer to 
two and a half years' imprisonment on 
charges of deprivation of liberty. However. 
the court's verdict did not refer to the alle­
gation of rape, and was subject to appeal 
by the end or the year. 

During some trials, public prosecutors 
and judges referred torture victims for 
medical examinations and the findings 
were consistent with the allegations of tor­
ture. During the trial of the three defend­
ants tried in connection with the bomb 
attacks in 'Aden (see above), the court or­
dered a medical examination of the vic­
tims and. in light of the findings. 
apparently ruled tha' legal proceedings 
against the alleged perpetrators sbould be 
initiated by the public prosecutor. No in­
formation was available regarding progress 
in the implementation of the ruling. How­
ever. in the cases of politica1 suspects sub­
jected to arbitrary arrest and short-term 
detention and released without charge or 
trial, no investigations into allegations of 
torture or iII-lreatment were known to 
have resulted in any legal proceedings. 

At least one person. 'Abmad Sa'id 
Salmayn Bakhabira. died allegedly as a 

result of torture while in the custody of se­
curity forces in Si'un in June. His family 
appealod to the government for an invest­
igation. but it was not known whether one 
had been initiated by the end of the year. 

The judicial punishment of flogging 
was widely imposed and carried out. often 
with no fOal possibility for defendants to 
appeal against the sentence. No sentences 
of amputation were known to have been 
passed and the government assured Am­
nesty International that no such sentences 
had boen carried out since 1993. It was un­
clear whether the sentences of amputation 
passed in ] 995 had been commuted (see 
Amnesty International Report 1996). 

The fate and whereabouts of hundreds 
of people who "disappeared" in previous 
years remained unknown (see previous 
Amnesty International Reports). but the 
government made an undertaking to in­
vestigate the cases brought to its attenlion 
by Amnesty International of people who 
had "disappeared" since ] 994. These in­
eluded Farazdaq Fuad Qaied. wbo "disap­
peared" in July 1994 from al-Qala Prison 
in Sana'a where he had been detained as a 
prisoner during the 1994 civil war. 

At least eight people were sentenced to 
death. although the real figure may bave 
been much higher. Three soldjers were 
convicted. one of them in absentia, of 
the murder of six civilians in Hudeida 
Province in August. They were convicted 
within a few days of the incident and their 
sentences were upheld by the appeal court 
a week later. It was not clear whether their 
sentences had boon upheld by the SuP 
preme Court and ratified by the President. 
Executions were believed to have been 
carried out, but the exact number was not 
known. 

Hundreds of death sentences passed in 
previous years remained at different stages 
of the appeal process. For example. Sabah 
al-Difani was sentenced in December 1995 
to doath by stoning after she was convic· 
ted on murder charges. Her sentence was 
believed to be pending appeal before the 
Court or Appeal at the end or the year. 
The sontence of 'AB Ahmad Qassim al­
Khubayzan was ruso believed to be pend­
ing appeal before the Court of Appeal. He 
was sentenced in 1995 to cross-ampula­
tion, in addition to the gouging out of his 
eyes. crucifixion and death by starvation. 

About 20 Saudi Arabian nationals. 
reportedly all political or religiouS 



opponents of their government, were for­
cibly returned to Saudi Arabia in October 
and November, apparently without being 
offered access to asylum procedures. They 
were reported to have been arrested upon 
arrival and were believed to be at serious 
riSK of torture. 

During the year, Amnesty International 
called for the immediate and uncondi­
tional release of prisoners of conscience 
and for prompt and fair trials for all polit­
ical prisoners. The organization also called 
for investigations into allegations of tor­
ture and ill-treatment, and "disappear­
ances", and for the bringing to justice of 
those found responsible. Appeals were 
sont to the authorities calling for the com­
mutation of all outstanding death sen­
tences. 

An Amnesty International delegation 
visited Yemen in June and July and raised 
human rights concerns with government 
ministers and other officials. The govern­
ment undertook to address specifically the 
issues of arbitrary arrest. torture, " disap­
pearances" since 1994. and human rights 
violations against women. 

Amnesty International called for urgent 
translation into practice of the commit­
ments made by the government, but no ac­
tions wore known to have been taken by 
the end of the year. 

YUGOSLAVIA 
(FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF) 

Torture and ill-treatment by police were 
Widespread; most victims were ethnic Al­
banians in Kosovo province. At least two 
men died apparently as 8 result of torture 
by police, and the deaths of two others 
appeared to be connected with police 
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beatings. Prisoners of conscience included 
several dozen men sentenced to up to 60 
days' imprisonment for peacefully exer­
cising their right to freedom of assembly 
and at least four conscientious objectors 
to military service. Around 60 politicaJ 
prisoners. ethnic Albanians. remained in 
prison; some were possible prisoners of 
conscience. At least five people were sen­
tenced to death; no executions were re­
ported. 

In June, an amnesty was granted to men 
who in the period to December 1995 had 
evaded military sorvice or deserted from 
the Yugoslav armed forces. with the ex­
ception of professional soldiers and com­
missioned officers. Press reports indicated 
that some 12.500 men had benefited from 
the amnesty. many of whom bad gone 
abroad following the outbreak of armed 
conflict in tho former Yugoslavia in 1991. 

Following elections in Bosnia-Herze­
govina, the UN Security Council lifted 
trade sanctions against Serbia and Mon­
tenegro in October, but did not HIt the 
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia's suspen­
sion from the UN General Assembly. By the 
end of the year there were over 560,000 
refugees in the country. the great majority 
of them Serbs from Croatia and Bosma­
Herzogovrno. 

Tbe ruling Socialist Party of Serbia and 
its aJIies in Serbia and Montenegro won 
federal elections in November. However, 
in the same month the opposition coali­
tion Zajedno, Together, won control of 
Belgrade and other major towns in a sec­
ond round of local elections in Serbia. At­
tempts by the authorities to overturn these 
results led to mass demonstrations by op­
position supporters and students in Bel­
grade and elsewbere. In December, a 
fact-finding mission from the Organization 
for Security and Co-operation in Europe 
invited by tho government concluded that 
Zajedno bad won in Belgrade and 13 other 
towns, but by the end of the year the gov­
ernment bad not conceded most of the op­
position victories. and demonstrations 
continued. 

In August, the International Criminal 
Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia opened 
a liaison o[fice in Belgrade, but the au­
thorities offered only limited cooperation. 
Three officers of the Cormer Yugoslav 
People's Army indicted in April for war 
crim 5 and crimes against humanity com­
mitted near the Croatian town of VUKovar 
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in 1991, and for whom the Tribunal had 
issued international arrest warrants, had 
not been arrested by the end of the year 
(soo eroatia entry). 

10 Serbia the first trial of 8 defendant 
accused of war crimes committed in 
Bosnia.Herzegovina ended in July. A court 
in Sabac convicted Du§ko Vufkovi(;, who 
had fought with Serbian paramilitary 
units. of killing 16 unarmed Muslims and 
wounding 20 others near Zvornik in 1992. 
He was also convicted of raping a Muslim 
woman on Serbian territory. just over 
the border. He was sentenced to saven 
years' imprisonment. lo October. Neboj§a 
Ranis8vljevi{: was arrested in Montenegro 
and charged with participating in the mur· 
der of some 20 men, most of them Mus­
Lims from Montenegro, abducted in 1993 
by Serbian paramilitary forces (see Am­
nesty International Report 1994). 

In Kosovo province. ethnic Albanian 
political leaders continued to call for inde­
pendence by peaceful means for the prov­
ince, predominantly inhabited by ethnic 
Albanians. However. between April and 
Octobor. nino Serbs. including five police 
officers. were shot dead and six others 
were wounded: an organization calling it­
self the Liberation Army of Kosovo. about 
which little was known. claimed respons­
ibility. The attacks started in April after 
a young ethnic Albanian was shot dead by 
8 Serb civilian. who was arrested and 
cbargod. The next day. five Serbs. one of 
them a police officer. were shot dead. and 
four others. two of them police officers. 
were wounded. 

The authorities responded with mass. 
and often apparently indiscriminate. ar­
rests of ethnic Albanians in the area. Many 
of those arrested were pbysically iJI­
treated before hoing released without 
charge. In the days follOwing the killing of 
a Serb police officer in Stimlje on 22 April, 
over 100 ethnic Albanians were detained 
for questioning. Most were released within 
hours. but some were held for up to three 
or four days. Some 35 people, including 
several children. were alleged to havo 
boen beaten by police. Among those iII­
troated was Nazmi Kabashi. who was 
taken off a bus from PriAlina as it passed 
through Stimlje. He was reportedly so se­
verely beaten that he required hospital 
treatment for internal injuries. 

In early August, following explosions at 
police stations in Podujevo and three other 

towns in Kosovo. in which no one was in­
jured, over 20 people reportedly sought 
medical treatment for injuries inflicted by 
police following mass arrests. Those arres­
ted included Abdullah Murati and his 
16-year-old son, Muharrem, who were 
detained for some hours in Podujevo po­
lice station. Police officers allegedly beat 
Abdullah Murati unconscious with rubber 
truncheons. When Abdullah Murati's son 
refused to beat his father. both men were 
further beaten. 

In September. Osroan Rama. Besim 
Rama and A vni Nura were arrested by 
plainclothes police. Osman Rama. who 
was released after six days. stated that he 
was forced into a car. blindfolded and 
taken to an unknown location, where he 
was questioned about the political activit­
ies of his brother, Besim, and severely 
beaten. Four days later he was again de-­
tamod for six days and tortured. Besim 
Rama and A vni Nura were reported] y held 
incommunicado for over two weeks before 
being brought before an investigating 
judge, in violation of national law, which 
provides for a maximum of three days in 
police custody. They were charged with 
terrorism, and accuserl of killing three po­
lice officers and one civilian. Both were in 
detention awaiting trial at the end of the 
year. 

Throughout the year there were almost 
daily reports of incidents - unrelated to 
armed attacKS - in which police tortured 
and beat or otherwise ill-treated ethnic Al­
banians. Tho incidents often tooK place 
during house searches for arms; victims 
included the elderly. women and chil-
dren. Many ethnic Albanians were arres-
ted following these searches. Others were 
held for questioning about their political 
activities. Teachers who taught in pri­
vately organized schools which rejected 
the curricula laid down by the Serbian au­
thorities and education in the Serbian lan-
gU8ge were also targeted. Detainees were 
usually held in police stations for periods 
ranging from a few hours to several days 
and were sometimes so severely tortured 
and ill-treated that they subsequently re­
quired medical care. tn at least two cases it � 
appeared that torture had directly caused. 
or contributed to. the victim's death. One 
case concerned Feriz BlaK!;ori, a school 
teacher, who died on 10 December in hos-
pital. The previous day he had been arres-
ted by police who had discovered a rifle at 



his home in Pri§tina. His death certificate 
reportedly attributed his death to car­
diorespiratory insufficiency due to severe 
shock caused by bruising to his head and 
body. 

Police searches for arms continued in 
the Sand1ak area. In July. police in Sjenica 
reportedly arrested and severely beat six 
Slav Muslims in order to force them to ad· 
mil to illegal possession of weapons. 

During the mass demonstrations in Ner 
vember and December in protest against 
the annulment of local election results, 
Over 50 demonstrators were arrested in 
Belgrade and other towns. some of whom 
were boaten and otherwise iIl·treated by 
police. For example, following his arrest 
On 6 December, Oejan Bulatovi(; was 
beaten by police in a Belgrade police sta· 
lion; he alleged that police also forced a 
rubber truncheon up his rectum and put a 
gun barrel in his mouth. threatening to 
shoot him. Oejan Bulatovil: was later sen· 
tenced to 25 days' imprisonment for dis­
turbing the peace. 

In two incidents in Vojvodina province. 
beatings appear to have led to the victim's 
death. Djuro Sudji, an ethnic Hungarian. 
died in March after thrOwing himself from 
the window of Novi Sad police station; an 
officer was later charged with beating and 
injuring him during questioning about a 
car theft. Two officers were arrested and 
charged after Nenad Pilipovit • •  Serb. <lied 
in June. They had reportedly arrested and 
beaten him after he was involved in a car 
accident. 

Prisoners of conscience included over a 
dozen ethnic Albanians sentenced to up to 
60 days' imprisonment, usually for orga­
nizing meetings. lessons outside the offi· 

I- cial schooling system or sports matches 
without official pennission. They included 
Pal Krasniqi who in June began a 50-day 
prison sentence imposed in 1995 for hold­
ing a meeting of a school trade union 
hranch. 

Prisoners of conscience were among 
OVer 20 demonstrators sentenced in No· 
vember and December, almost all in Bel­
grade. lo up to 30 days' imprisonment on 
charges of disturbing the peace; some had 
been convicted of making symbolic ges· 
tures of protest, such as throwing eggs at 
the offices of the state media. 

Other prisoners of conscience included 
an unknown number of conscientious ob­
jectors. Under Yugoslav law conscientious 
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objector status must be applied for within 
15 days of receiving the first summons for 
recruitment to military service. Conscien­
tious objectors may do either unarmed 
military service or civilian service, which 
last 24 months - twice the length of armed 
�ervice. Tbey included at least four Jeber 
vah's Witnesses serving prison sentences 
of between four and 12 months. One of 
them, Vladimir Lazar. was sentenced to a 
year's imprisonment for refusing. on reli­
gious grounds. to take up arms when 
called up to do reserve duties; he was not 
eligible for conscientious objector status 
because he had previously performed mil­
itary service. 

About 60 ethnic Albanians, most of 
them convicted in 1994 and 1995, after 
unfair trials. of seeking the secession of 
Kosovo province by violent means, re­
mained in prison: some were possible 
prisoners of conscience. Among the 60 
were Roof eela and some of his 16 ca-de­
fendants (see Amnesty International Re­
port 1995); their sentences were reduced 
in January to between six months and 
eight years' imprisonment by the Supreme 
Court of Serbia. 

In March. six Slav Muslim political 
prisoners sentenced in October 1994 (see 
Amnesty International Report 1995) were 
released after the Supreme Court of Serbia 
ordered a retrial .  Fifteen of their co-do­
fendants had already been released in 
1994. The retrial had not taken place by 
the end of the year. 

The fate of some 20 Muslims from 
Serbia who "disappeared" after they were 
abd ucted from a bus in 1992 remained un­
known (see Amnesty International Report 
1993 Bosnia-Herzegovina entry). 

At least five people were sentenced to 
death. They included Aziz MusH. sen· 
tenced by a court in Zajeblr for recidivist 
murder. 

Amnesty International appealed to the 
authorities for independent and impartial 
investigations into all allegations of "dis­
appearance", torture and ill-treatment and 
caned for perpetrators of these violations 
to bo brought to justice. It called for the 
immediate and unconditional release of 
prisoners of conscience and for other per 
lilical prisoners to receive fair trials. 
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Prisoners of conscience and possible pns. 
Doers of conscience were among scores of 
people detained without charge or trial. 
Torture and iIl·treat.ment continued to be 
reported. The security forces massacred 
unarmed civilians. Dozens of prisoners 
remained under sentence of death. Armed 
groups committed grave human rights 
abuses. 

The transition to 8 multi-party political 
systom continued to faco setbacks and it 
remained unclear whether elections due to 
take place by July 1997 would be held. 
The President of the National Electoral 
Commission. established in January, de­
nounced govemment interference in the 
Commission's work and its failure la pro­
vide funds. In August. the Supreme Court 
declared itself unable to rule on 8 submis­
sion presented by the opposition alliance. 
tho Unjon sacree de /'opposition rodicaJe, 
a11i�s et socj�M civile. Sacred Union of the 
Radical Opposition, Allies and Civil So­
ciety. challenging the legitimacy of I..6on 
Kengo we Oondo's appointment as Prime 
Minister (see Amnesty International Re­
port 1996). Also in August. a coalition of 
parties supporting President Mobutu Sese 
Sako, known 8S the Forces politiques du 
Conclave, Political Forces of the Conclave. 
withdrew from the transitional parlia­
ment. which was deadlocked over two ri­
val drafts of a new Constitution, essential 
to the holding of elections. In October, 
parliament adopted 8 draft Constitution. 
along federal lines, to be confirmed by 
referendum in February 1997. President 

Mobutu spent much of the second half 
of the yoar in Europe, receiving medical 
treatment. 

Violence in eastern Zaire escalated into 
full-scale armed cannict. Large contin­
gents of the Forces armks zairo;ses (FAZ). 
Zairian Armed Forces. sent to eastern 
Zaire to carry out counter-insurgency op­
erations, took part in widespread looting 
and human rights abuses. In early Sep­
tember, fighting broke out in South-Kivu 
region between the FAZ and a Tutsi-Ied 
armed group Imown as the AlJiance des 
forces d�mocratiques pour la Jjb�ration 
du Congo-Zo)'re (MOL). Alliance of Demo­
cratic Forces for the Liberation of Congo­
Zaire, roportedly supported by the 
Rwandese Government. On 26 October, 
the Zairian Government declared a state 
of emergency in North and South-Kivu, 
but emergency moasuros were not imple­
monted as most areas had been captured 
by the AFDL by the end of November. 

During October, refugee camps housing 
more than ono million largely Hutu refu­
gees from Rwanda and Burundi came un­
der attack. Refugees were attacked by the 
AFDL, apparently assisted by the Rwandese 
government forces, by forces of the former 
Rwandese government and allied inlem­
hamwe militias responsible for the 1994 
genocide in Rwanda, Bnd by Zairian 
troops. Virtually all refugee camps emp­
lied, and moro than ono million refugees 
and displaced Zairians were deprived of 
all humanitarian aid by the fighting. in 
November, the UN Security Council called 
for a cease-fire and authorized the deploy­
ment of an intornational force to aid the 
refugees. In mid-November, some 500,000 
refugees trekked back into Rwanda. Fol­
lowing the mass return of refugees. the 
multinational intervention force was not 
deployed, although hundreds of thou­
sands of refugees and displaced Zairians 
remained dispersed inside Zaire. 

After the conflict erupted in the east. 
the Zairian authorities publicly accused 
people of Tutsi or Hutu ethnic origin 
(locally mown as Banyarwanda) of under­
mining the country. There were violent 
anti-BanY8TWanda demonstrations in the 
capital, Kjnshasa, and in the northern 
town of Kisangani. led by students. in 
which Banyarwanda were beaten and their 
homes looted or destroyed. In most cases 
tho security forces did nothing to protect 
victims. Government forces deported 



hundreds of Tutsi to Rwanda and Bu· 
rundi, while hundreds more fled to Congo. 

In March, Zaire acceded to the UN Con· 
vention against Torture and Other Cruel. 
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Pun· 
ishment. The mandate of the UN Special 
Rapporteur on Zaire was extended for one 
year. After visiting Zaire in November, the 
Special Rapporteur expressed concern at 
abuses committed by government forces 
and armed groups in eastern Zaire and 
the role played by the Government of 
Rwanda. 

Scores of people were detained without 
charge or trial. some of whom appeared to 
be prisoners of conscience. Many were ci­
vilians who had been arrested by soldiers 
and held in military detention centres. 
Many were held incommunicado for far 
longer than the period aHowed by law. For 
example, in July, Zairian juriSts found one 
detainee. Mulalwe Karubandika. held 
without charge or trial in Uvira, South­
Kivu. since January 1995. 

Dozens of Tutsi and Hutu were arrested 
and detained without charge or trial. many 
of whom appeared to be prisoners of con· 
science. For example. five elderly Tutsi 
community leaders, three of them pastors. 
were arrested in Soptember in South·Kivu 
and held incommunicado in a military 
camp. By the end of the year, there was 
no news of tJleir fato, amid reports that 
many detainees had been extrajudicially 
executed before Zairian troops fled. TutS1 
and Hutu were also arrested in Kinshasa 
and in Kisangani. apparently solely be­
cause of their ethnic origin. 

Human rights activists who spoke out 
against persecution of Tutsi or made in· 
quiries on behalf of Tutsi were accused of 
Supporting the AFDL. Didi Mwati Bulambo 

. and three other workers at the Col/eetif 
d'oction pour le d6veloppement des droits 
de I'homme, Action Collective for Human 
Rights Development, were arrested in July 
after publicizing human rights abuses in 
South·Kivu. They were whipped and 
?therwise ilI·treated in prison before be-
109 provisionally released. Three loading 
members of a human rights group, La voix 
des sans voix (Voice of the Voiceless), 
were arrested in November by members of 
the Service d'action et de renseignements 
militaires (SARM), Military Action and In· 
teiHgence Service. The three - Floribert 
Chebeya Bahizire, HaroUJla Mbongo and 
9ashi Nabukili - were held incommu· 
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nicado for six days before being released 343 
without charge. 

Several members of the international 
aid community working in North-Kivu 
region were subjected to arrests, threats 
and beatings in early July 1996. Opposition 
pMty leaders were also detained. Joseph 
Olengha N'Koy, a leading member of the 
Union pour 10 d6mocratie et le progres 
social, Union for Democracy and Social 
Progress. was arrested in November after 
criticizing the government's handling of 
the armed conflict in eastern Zaire. He 
and another government opponent, Willy 
Mishiki, were released in mid-December, 
shortly before President Mobutu returned 
from Europe. 

Torture. sometimes leading to death, 
was reported. For example, in January. 
nine young men of Hunde origin were at· 
rested in eastern Zaire by soldiers. Kahima 
Baluku, a student, was reportedly shot 
dead and the others burned with heated 
machetes and severely beaten. Two -
Biamungu Baroke and Kamulete Ngabo -
died as a result. 

On 9 May, a trader and mother of five 
children travelling by bus to Gama was ar· 
rested by members of SARM at a roadblock 
after failing to produce her identity card. 
She was stripped naked and stoned in 
front of the other passengers. She was 
taken to the SARM camp in Gama. where 
she was reportedly tortured, including by 
being gang-raped by soldiers. She was re­
leased without charge on 13 May. 

In Kisangani, students and members of 
the Service notional d'inteJligence et de 
protection, National Intelligence and Pro-­
tection Service. attacked members of the 
civilian population, especially people 
from Rwanda or Burundi, in October. 
Journalists and human rights activists 
were harassed and threatened. From early 
November onwards, heavily armed sol· 
diers fleeing the conflict in the east arrived 
in Kisangani, adding to the general climate I of insecurity and lawlessness. According 
to reports, they attacked Banyarwanda and 
Barundi families. boating them and raping I the women. including girls as young as 12. 

I 

in full view. They also beat ZairiaD cit­
izens. such as Tshimbila. who were unable 
to give them money. At least seven school-
girls reportedly died in early December. � 
after soldiers gang·raped girls in a sec- S 
ondary school in Bunia, a town in north· ... 
eastern Zaire. ! 



344 Detainees were held by the security 
services in cramped and insanitary con­
ditions amounting to cruel. inhuman or 
degrading treatment. Detainees who were 
sick or injured were denied medical care. 

Government soldiers extrajudicially ex­
ecuted unarmed civilians in eastern Zaire 
throughout the year. Perpetrators enjoyed 
virtual impunity: none were known to 
have been brought to justice. 

In February, government troops fired a 
mortar shell at Masisi hospitaJ, killing a 
woman and a man. Soldiers subsequently 
pillagod the hospital. 

Dozens of villagers were extrajudicially 
executod by soldiDrs during 8 counter-in­
surgency operalion in May at Vichumbi, a 
fishing villago on Lake Edward. Soldiers 
reportedly ordered all the villagers into 
Vichumbi's three churches and held thorn 
there for several days while they raided 
and burned houses. They then killed at 
least 37 men, whom they accused of being 
members of an anned opposition group. in 
front of the churches. Survivors reported 
that many others. including women and 
children, were shot as they tried to escape. 

Hundreds of people were reportedly 
killed by soldiers during a counter-insur­
gency operation in May in Kanyabayonga, 
Rutshuru district. North-Kivu. One elderly 
man lost 24 members of his extended fam­
ily including his son, Karnbale Mutumu. 

In some incidents, government soldiers 
collaborated with armed groups. For ex­
ample. in July members of the Division 
sp�ciale presidentie/Je. Special Presiden­
tial Division, and Hunde armed groups at­
tacked five Hutu villages in Bwito county, 
Rutshuru district. Several hundred civil­
ians were reportedly killed. 

Zairian soldiers were aHeged to have 
extrajudicially executed 19 Rwandese re­
fugees detained on suspicion of criminal 
activitios in Masisi in July. Witnesses re­
ported that the detainees were beaten to 
near unconsciousness by soldiers and then 
apparently killed at a remote spot near 
Kingi. on the edge of the National Park. 

In early September, soldiers reportedly 
killed 35 ZaiIian Tutsi civilians; more 
than 50 others "disappeared". Soldiers 
extrajudiciaJly executed fOUI civilians in 
front of a crowd al Luberezi village. Uvira 
district, on 6 September. 

As many as 60 prisoners were reported 
to be under sentence of death. No execu­
tions were reported during the year. 

The APDL, which gained control of 
much of North and South-Kivu. commit­
ted gross human rights abuses. Zairian 
doctors reported that Tutsi-Ied rebels had 
killed 34 patients and six staff at a hospital 
in Lemera town, south of Bukavu. on 6 Oc­
tober. On 13 October. rebel forces opened 
fire on a refugee camp at Runingo. north­
west of Uvira. killing four refugees and 
wounding six. 

After the town of Bukavu fell to the 
Af'DL. the bodies of at least 63 people were 
found. most of whom appeared to have 
beon unarmed civilians shot dead at close 
range. The Archbishop of Bukavu. ChIis­
tophe Munzihirwa, was killed, allegedly 
because of hls public criticism of the AFOL 
and its alleged support from the Rwandese 
Government. 

About 500 Rwandese refugees and dis­
placed Zairians were massacred by AFDL 
members in mid-November at Chimanga 
refugee camp. south of Bukavu. Jean· 
Claude BuhendwB. a Zairian Roman 
Catholic priest. was executed when he 
protested. The massacre followed clashes 
between the AFDL and members of the 
fonner Rwandese army and interanamwe 
militia at nearby BHongo camp. 

The AFDL also rounded up and forcibly 
expelled Burundi refugees. handing them 
over to Burundi government troops at the 
border. Hundreds of the returned refugees 
were subsequently killed by Burundian 
troops (soo Burundi entry). 

There wero reports of killings by both 
the AFDL and Rwandese Hutu militia mem­
bers at Mugunga camp. noat Gama. Aid 
workers found and buried hund.reds of 
bodies in Mugunga camp in late Novem­
ber. There were further reports of mas­
sacres of refugees by Rwandese militia 
members in November. 

Amnesty Intornational repeatedly 
called on the Zairian Government to pre­
vent its forces committing human rights 
violations and to stop its officials from in· 
citing ethnic haITed. In June. the organiza· 
tion publicly called for action to prevent 
further killings in eastern Zaire. and in 
Septemb�r it condemned atrocities corn· 
mittod by Zairian soldiers and government 
officials agalnst Tutsi in South-Kivu. In 
November. Amnesty International pub­
lished Zaire: Lawlessness and insecurity 
in North and South-Kivu. AB the crisis in 
eastern Zaire intensified. Amnesty lnter­
national issued a detailed appeal for the 



protection of human rights. It called for an 
international presence in eastern Zaire, 
Burundi and Rwanda to protect civilians 
at risk, and for world governments to pre­
vent further supplies of weapons to gov­
ernment forces and armed groups in the 
three countries until they demonstrated 
that the weapons would not be used to 
commit human rights abuses. The organ­
ization stressed that no one should be 
forced to return to a country where they 
might face human rights abuses. Amnesty 
International appealed to all combatants to 
stop attacks on civilians, and to officials 
in the region to stop inciting violence. It 
called for those responsiblo for abuses to 
be brought to justice and urged the inter­
national community to provide the re­
Sources to strengthen criminal justice 
systems in Zaire, Rwanda and Burundi, 
and to prosecute suspects in other coun­
tries. In November, Amnesty International 
delegates visited Zaire to gather informa­
tion about human rights abuses and dis­
CUss the organization's concerns with 
government authorities. Amnesty Interna­
tional published a number of reports, in­
cluding Zaire: Violent persecuUon by state 
and armed groups in November, and Hid­
den from scrutiny: human rights abuses in 
eastern Zaire in December. 

ZAMBIA 

Journalists were held as prisoners of con­
SCience. The trial of eight members of the 
political opposition ended in acquittal 
There were reports of police shootings of 
Unarmed suspects. At least five people 

ZAlRE/ZAMBIA 

were sentenced to death. No executions 
were carried out. 

In January. the Supreme Court declared 
unconstitutional a colonial-era law re­
stricting freedom of assembly that required 
police permits for public meetings, but 
varliament adopted legislation imposing 
similar restrictions weeks later. 

In March. Zambia appeared before the 
UN Human Rights Committee, which ex­
amined Zambia's adherence to the [nterna­
lional Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights. The Committee addressed many of 
Amnesty lnternational's concerns in its 
comments. 

Parliament approved a new Constitu­
tion in May that disqualified former Pres­
ident Kennetb Kaunda of the United 
National lndependence Party (UMP) from 
contesting presidential elections because 
his parents were not Zambian and he had 
already served two tenus as President (see 
Amnesty International Report 1996). An­
other constitutional clause excluded tradi­
tional chiefs from holding office. Two 
cabinet ministers resigned in protest and 
western donor countries suspended aid. 

In September, the government pub­
lished the findings of a 1995 commission 
of inquiry which investigated the death of 
opposition politician Baldwin Nkumbula. 
It concluded that he died from injuries 
sustained in an accidental car crash (see 
Amnesty International Report 1 996). 

In October. the government released the 
report of tho 1993 Human Rights Commis­
sion of Inquiry which investigated prison 
conditions and allegations of human rights 
violations between 1972 and 1993. It con­
cluded that human rights violations, in­
cluding torture, by police, security and 
military personnel had occurred under the 
previous government and continued "on a 
significant scale" . [n response, the govern­
ment accepted some of the Commission's 
recommendations, including the creation 
of a permanent human rights commission, 
but rejected other important reforms (see 
Amnesty International Report 1 996). 

President Fredorick Chiluba was re­
elected in Novembor elections which were 
boycotted by seven opposition parties. 
There were allegations of electoral irregu­
larities that favoured tho ruHng Movement 
for Multi-party Domocracy. A week later, 
two election monitoring groups had their 
offices searched: their leaders were briefly 
detained and their assets frozen by the 
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authorities after they accused the govern­
ment of election rigging. In December, p0-
lice sought to arrest opposition political 
loaders who had warned of violence. or 8 
possible military coup. unJess fresh elec­
tions were held. 

Journalists at an independent newspa­
per were held 8S prisoners of conscience. 
In February. police det.ined three editors 
of an independent daily newspaper, The 
Post. for almost 48 bours for publishing 
cabinet ministers' discussions about hold­
ing 8 referendum on the proposed Consti­
tution. A presidential decree banned that 
day's edition of the newspaper. An appeal 
to the Supreme Court was made 8gainst 
the charges of printing "classified docu­
ments" and against the ban, but no ruling 
b.d hoen made by the end of the year. 

In March. police again detained two 
editors of Thtt Post after parliament sen­
tenced them in absentia to indefinite de­
tention for "contempt of parliament". The 
High Court ordered their release after 24 
d.ys. ruling th.t the procedure followed 
by parliament was "incompatible with the 
rule of law". 

Police arrested eight UNlP officials in 
June on treason charges in connection 
with bomb blaslJJ and bomb threats carried 
out by a hitherto unknown group calling 
itself the "BI.ck Mamb .

... wbicb claimed 
to oppose the adoption of the new Consti­
tution. Two of the officials were also 
chargod with murder after a bomb killed a 
police explosives expert in June. Two de­
fendants were released in September, and 
in November the High Court .cquitted 
all eight, criticizing the lack of evidence 
and the prosecution witnesses' lack of 
crodibility. 

In June. UNJP members demonstrating 
outside the courtroom where the eight 
were on trial were confronted by riot po­
lice who fired live bullets into the crowd 
and beat protesters with clubs. 

Reports were roceived of police shoot­
ing unannod suspects. In January, a court 
sentenced a police officer to 15 months' 
imprisonmont with hard labour for shoot­
ing and wounding two nightclub security 
guards. In August. the f.mily of Mulyokel. 
Yuyi alleged that be was fatally shot by 
policemen in Kitwe acting in collusion 
with criminal figures. An inquest into his 
death was continuing at the end of the 
year. Court proccodings initiated in sev­
eral other cases of police shootings of 

unarmed poople in 1994 and 1995 were 
continuing at the end of the year. 

At least five people were sentenced to 
death during the year, including three men 
convicted of ritual chird killings in 1995. 
At the end of the year .t least 114 people 
awaited execution. No executions were 
carried out. 

in February. Amnesty lntemationaJ 
called on the government to immediately 
and unconditionally release the two news­
paper editors arrested for " contempt of 
parliament". In March, the organization 
published a report, Zambia: A human 
rights review based on the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. In 
June. the organization expressed concern 
about the detention of UNIP o[ficials and 
wrote to the authorities about prison con­
ditions and the ill he.lth of the defend­
ants. in July. Amnesty international wrote 
to the authorities inquiring about delays in 
investigating a fatal police shooting in 
1992. No official reply was received. Also 
in July, Amnesty International wrote to 
President Chiluba asking about investiga­
tions into the 1995 killing of a villager and 
the razing of a village by some 300 Zam­
bian soldiers. No response had been re­
ceived from the government by the end of 
the year. 

ZIMBABWE 

There were reports of torture and ill­
treatment of people held in police cus-­
lody. One person was killed and two 
others injured when police opened fire 
into crowds. Seven people were executed 
and at least five others were sentenced to 



death. Twenty-two people remained un­
der sentence of death at the end of the 
year. 

In July, the government attempted to 
prohibit a local gay and lesbian organiza­
tion from participating in the Zimbabwe 
International Book Fair (see Amnesty In­
ternational Report 1996). After a High 
Court ruling quashed the ban, the organ­
ization participated briefly in the book 
fair, despite threats of violence and death 
from protesters. In November. police 
briefly detained two trade unionists when 
riot police broke up a demonstration in 
support of striking state nurses and doc­
tors, whose seven-week walk-out led to 
the closure of major hospitals until it 
ended in December. 

In October, Parliament passed a 14th 
amendment to the Constitution, which 
limits foreigners' citizenship rights and 
eliminates the right to privacy, while 
nOminally expanding the investigative 
powers of the Ombudsman. 

The Reverend Ndabaningi Sithole. an 
opposition leader. remained on bail await­
ing trial. His trial was postponed eight 
times during 1996 and had not begun by 
the end of the year. He had been arrested 
in October 1995 and charged with pos­
sessing -arms, terrorism and conspiring to 
murder President Robert Mugabe (see Am­
nesty International Report 1996). In No­
vember, the Reverend Ndabaningi Sithole 
appealed to the Supreme Court on the 
constitutionality of the legislation under 
which the charges were brought against 
him. which requires him to prove his in­
nocence. His appeal had not been heard 
by the end of the year. 

There were reports of torture and ill­
treatment of people beld in police cus­
tody. In January, Abraharna Goletom 
Joseph KinIe. an Eritrean national con­
victed of attempted murder in November 
1995, claimed police officers beat him 
with fists, sticks and rubber batons until 

ZIMBABWE 

he confessed to trying to assassinate for­
mer Ethiopian Head of State Mengistu 
Haile Mariam, now living in exile in Zim­
babwe. He appealed to the High Court 
against his conviction in October. Another 
man reported that he and a co-worker 
were beaten with sticks and whips by po­
lice in Gwanda town during an interroga­
tion in June. 

Police shot civilians while trying to 
disperse crowds, sparking civil Wlfest. In 
March, riots began in 8 Harare suburb after 
a police officer fired warning shots into a 
crowd that was trying to stop him from ar­
resting a suspect, killing one person. In 
another incident in April. two bystanders 
were shot and injured by a police officer 
attempting to fire warning shots. [n May, a 
police officer attempting to arrest a wo­
man fired warning shots into a crowd of 
onlookers. Two people were hospitalized 
for gunshot wounds and submitted claims 
to the government for compensation. 

Seven people were executed during the 
year. a significant increase over previous 
years. In February, a prisoner sentenced to 
death for a murder committed in 1992 was 
hanged. In September, five other prisoners 
sentenced to death for murder were 
executed. Piniel Sindiso Chiduza Ncube 
was hanged in December after his appeal 
was dismissed by the Supreme Court. At 
least five other people were sentenced to 
death after being convicted of murder. The 
government confirmed that 22 people re­
mained under sentence of death at·the end 
of the year. 

Amnesty International appealed to 
Home Affairs Minister Dumiso Dabengwa 
to ensure police protection for members of 
the local lesbian and gay organization 
which participated in the international 
book fair. Following the five executions 
in September, Amnesty International ap­
pealed to President Mugabe and other 
officials to halt executions and commute 
all death sentences. 
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AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL VISITS 1996 
DATE COUHlRY PUAI'OSE 
January G.mbia """"""'" 
January USA R""""" 
January United Kingdom Legal p....-!ln .. 
January Bulgaria R""""" 
January Turkey ReaearchlT.lb with government 
January TurkBy Legal proceedings 

!anuarylFebruary Hong Kong R85earch on region 
January/February Itreel Talb with government 

JanuarylFebruary P.lutinian Authority ralkl with government 

JanuaryfFebnlluy ThaUand R8I8tl!'cll on region 
Fobru"" Portugal ReMUCb on region 
February Indon.la R""""" 
Fobru"" SpoIn R-.ch 
Fobnwy Guyana Legal procoMlngo 
February Tunilla LegaJ proceedinp 
Februvy/Man:h Kazabtan R8I6UChITaib with government 

Fobnwy/Mud> Awtralla ReIearchITalh with government 
February/March Peru R""""b 
F8bruary/March Guatemala ResearehJTalb with government 
Fobru",,/Mud> Turkey R""""" 
M""h Panama R"""""h 
M""h Srl Lanb Research/ralkl with government 
M""h Chile Research/T.lb wllh government 

M""h Suriname R"""",," 
M_ Jordan R""""" 
M."", Germany R"""",," 
M_ EoYPt R""""" 
M_ G"""" R�I procoMlngo 

M_ South Afrlca RIIIIMI8tCb/1...I proceedlngt 

M_ Thailand CampaigninglTalb with government 
I- M_ Hong Kong Camp&ignlngfTalb with government 

M_ Japan Campe.ignlngITalb with aovemment 

MarehJApril Burkinll Fuo Intargovemmental meeting 
March/April fun", Talb with government 
April Ineel R8I8&J'CbITa1b with government I April Pal""Unlan Authority R"""",," 
April Gb.d Research/Talb witb government 
April Rutlllln Federation ResoarchllABal proceedings I April Slem Leone Research/Talu with 80vernment 
April Keny. R""""" 
April S18fT1l Leone RMMrCh on region 
April ZImbebw8 R_ I April 80tswalUl R"""",," 
AprlllMay Suriname """"""'" ! 



APPENDIX 1 

352 AprilfMay Argentina ResearchlTalk.s with government 

ApriUMay Bolivia Research/Talks with goVtlmrnent 

April/May Sudan Research 

.... prillMa)' USA Research on region 

AprlllMay Malaysia Research 

AprillMay Zambia R"""",h 

April/May Brazil ResearchlTalkB with government/Legal proceedings 

Moy Pom Research/Talks with government 

Moy Turkey Legal proceedings 

Moy Sri Lanka R"""",h 

Moy Burundi Research/Talks with government 

Moy USA Ros8arch on rosion 

Moy Algeria Research/Legal proceedings 

Moy Lebanon Research/Talks with government/Legal proceeding! 

Moy Colombia Research/Talks with government 

Moy Turkey Research 

Moy Benio Research on region 

Moy Nigeria R8S88J'Ch 

M.y Pakistan Tallul with government 

M.y Kenya Re588n::h on region 

M.y Costa Rica ... ouch 
MaylJune Austria Rosearch 

MaylJune Nicaragua R65earch 

MayfJune USA Research on region 

MayfJune Hong Kong Research 

May/June Tanz.ania Research/Talks with government 

May/June Kenya Research on region/Talks with govemmentl 
Intergovernmental meeting 

MaylJune Rwanda R8S8IU'C.h/Talb with government 

May/June Mexico Research/Talks with government 

June Taiwan .... ""h 

1=· BOInla·Herzegovina Research 

June Bulgaria Talks with government 

June Ethiopia Research/Legal proceedings 

June Yemen R"""",h 

June Turkey Legal proceedings 

1=. USA Talb with government 

June/July Angola Resean:.h 

June/July Papua New Guinea Research/Talks with government 

! June/July Cameroon Intergovernmental meeting 

I June/July Tunisia Research/Talb with government 

June/July Yemen Talb with government 

June/July BOInia-HeruJgovlna R"""," I June/July Ruulan Federation Reseftrch 

June/July USA Research on region 

July Tunisia Legal proceedings 

July South Africa Research i July Pak..islan Rasean::h on region 

July Afghanistan ..... reh 
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July Uzbeklllan ReIaan:h on region 353 

July Thailand Research on region 
July South Africa ResearchiTaiU with government 
July Turk-ey Intergovernmental meetin8 
July Venezuela Talks with government 
July/August Za ... "_ 
July/August Pal.-tinien Authority R8I8&lcllIT.lb with 80vemment 
July/August United Kingdom Legal proceedings 
Ju1ylAuguII India "_ 
July/August USA ReaearchlT.Jb with 8Qvemment 
July/August Guatemala Re56IU"ChITalb with government/Legal proceedlnga 
July/Augult Uganda RII56IU'C.hITalb with governmentl 

Intergovernmental meeting 
AugulI Ne�1 "....,.,h 
Augult Runlan Federation Reaem:h on region 
Augult ChI" Legal proceedlnp 
Augwl !ndoRMis .-
August Sri Lanka "_ 
September South Koree "_ 
September Ch' .. Talks wltb lIovemmentltntergovemmenta1 meeting 
September Guatemala "_ 
September United Kingdom LogaI procoedingo 
September Jordan Research on region 
September USA RI'lI8UCh on region 
September Kenya ResearcblTalb with government 
September Mac.donla -
September Uzbekllllan ResearchIIntergovemmental meeting 
September Romania R8lI8arch/Talb with government 
September/October Brazil "_ 
September/October Lebanon ReeearchlTalb with govemmentlLagal proceedings 
September 10 Oeoember United Kingdom Legal prtlCMdlngl 
""- Loootho "-
""- Tunisia Logo, p ...... "'" 
""- Loootho LogaI p ...... , ... 
""obe, Federal Republlcof Yuplavia R8S8IlJ'Ch 
""obe, Turkey Logal p""""", ... 
""- United Kingdom Resea.rchJl...eal proceedlnp 
""- Albania "-
""- Twkoy "_ 
""obe, USA """"",h 

I ""obe, Turkey CampalgnlnglTalb with government 
OctoberfNovember BOIInla-Herugovlna .""",h � 
OctoberfNovember Croatla Research I OctoberfNovember Kenya Research on region 
OctobftrfNovember Switzerland RM88rch1lntergovemmantal meeting 
OctoberfNovember Coo .... RflHlU'ChlTaJb with government 
November Rwanda Rese.rchITalkl with governmenl ; November South AfriCl Talb with government 
November Zab. ReteIJ"ChITalb with government � 
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354 November Tuni,la Legal proceedings 

November South Africa lntergovllmlnflntal meeting 

November Ethiopia Intergovernmental rneeti"8 

NovemberlDecember Malawi """'""'" 
NovembarlOecember Egypt R .... <eh 
NovembarlOecember Mexico ReeearchlT.lb with government 

NovemberfDecember Bo.nla·Herzegovina ReMarchlT.lb with 80vemment 

NovemberfDocember Azerbaljan R8leBJ'Ch on regionllnlergoVftmmental meeting 

NovemoorlOecembar Nepal ReHlrchJTelkJ with sovemmant 

November/December Cambodi. R.....,h 

Nov8mberlDacember Philippines R6J88rch 

Novembor/December Tanzania R8aMrch/lnlorgovemmental meeting 

December Portugal RuearchlTalu with government 

December Cennany ReMarchlT.lb with government 

Docembe< )omon ReIearch on reglonlTalb with government 

Docembe< MougoUa R8MU'ChlTalb with government 

December Banglad8lb R_ 
Docembe< _,tAn """'""'" 
December Rwanda Legal pnx:Mding.l 
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STATUTE OF AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 
Articles 1 and 2 

As amended by the 22nd International Council, 
meetinl In LJubljana, Slovenla, 12 to 20 AUlust 1995 

Object and Mandate 
1. The object of AMNESTY WffiRNATIONAL is 

to contribute to the observance 
throughout the world of human rights 
as set out in the Unjvorsal Declaration 
of Human Rights. 

In pursuance of this object. and 
recognizing the obligation on each 
person to extend to others rights and 
freedoms equal to his or ber own, 
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL adopts 8S its 
mandate: 

To promote awareness of and 
adherence to the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights and other 
internationally recognized human 
rights instruments. the values 
enshrined in them. and the 
indivisibility and interdependence of 
all human rights and freedoms; 

To oppose grave violations of the rights 
of every person freely to hold and to 
express his or her convictions and to be 
free from discrimination. and of the 
right of every person to physical and 
mental integrity, and. in particular, to 
oppose by all appropriate means 
irrespective of political considerations: 

a) the imprisonment, detention or other 
physical restrictions imposed on any 
person by reason of his or her political, 
religious or other conscientiously held 
beliefs or by reason of his or her ethnic 
origin, sex. colour, language. national 
or social origin, economic status. birth 
or other status, provided that he or she 
has not used or advocated violence 
(hereinafter referred to as 'prisoners of 
conscience'; AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 
shall work towards the release of and 
shall provide assistance to prisoners of 
conscience); 

b) the detention of any political prisoner 
without fair trial within a reasonable 

time or any trial procedures relating to 
such prisoners that do not conform to 
internationally recognized norms; 

cl the death penalty, and the torture or 
other cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment or punishment of prisoners 
or other detained or restricted persons, 
whether or nol the persons affected 
have used or advocated violence; 

d) the extrajudicial execution of persons 
whether or not imprisoned, detained or 
restricted, and "disappearances", 
whether or not the persons affected 
have used or advocated violence. 

Methods 
2. In order to achieve the aforesaid object 

and mandate, AMNESTY lNTERNAll0NAL 
shall: 

a} at all times make clear its impartiality 
8S regards countries adhering to the 
different world political ideologies end 
groupings; 

b) promote as appears appropriate the 
adoption of constitutions, conventions, 
treaties and other measures which 
guarantee the rights contained in the 
provisions referred to in Article 1 
hereof; 

cl support and publicize the activities of 
and cooperate with international 
organizations and agencies which work 
for the implomentation of the aforesaid 
provisions; 

d) take all necessary steps to establish an 
effective organization of sections, 
affiliated groups and individual 
members; 

el secure the adoption by groups of 
members or supporters of individual 
prisoners of conscience or entrust to 
such groups other tasks in support of 
the object and mandate set out in 
Article 1; 
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356 0 provide financial and other relief to 
prisoners of conscience and their 
dependants and to persons who have 
lately been prisoners of conscience or 
who might reasonably be expected to 
be prisoners of conscience or to become 
prisoners of conscience if convicted or 
if they were to return to their own 
countries, to tho dependants of such 
persons and to victims of torture in 
need of medical care 8S 8 direct result 
thereof: 

g) provide legal aid, where necessary 8Dd 
possible, to prisoners of conscience and 
to porsons who might reasonably be 
expected to be prisoners of conscience 
or to become prisoners of conscience if 
convicted or if they were to return to 
their own countries, and. where 
desirable. send observers to attend the 
trials of such persons: 

h) publicize the cases of prisoners of 
conscience or persons who have 
otherwise been subjected to disabilities 
in violation of the aforesaid provisions; 

i) investigate and publicize the 
disappearance of persons where there 

is reason to believe that they may be 
victims of violations of the rights set 
out in Article 1 hereof; 

j} oppose the sending of persons from one 
country to another where they can 
reasonably be expected to become 
prisoners of conscience or to face 
torture or the death penalty; 

k) send investigators, where appropriate. 
to investigate allegations that the rights 
of individuals under the aforesaid 
provisions have been violated or 
threatened; 

I) make representations to international 
organizations and to governments 
whenever it appears that an individual 
is a prisoner of conscience or has 
otherwise been subjected to disabilities 
in violation of the aforesaid provisions; 

m) promote and support the granting of 
general amnesties of which the 
beneficiaries will include prisoners of 
conscience; 

n) adopt any other appropriate methods 
for the securing of its object and 
mandate. 

The full text of the Statute of Amnesty International is avaHable free upon request 
from: Amnesty IntemationaJ, International Secretariat, 1 Easton Street, London 
WC1X 80/. United Kingdom. 



APf'fNOIX III 

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 
AROUND THE WORLD 

In 1 996, there were 4.273 local Amnesty 
International groups registered with the 
International Socretariat. plus several thou· 
sand school. university, professional and 
other groups, in more than 60 countries 
and territories around the world. In 54 
countries and territories these groups are 

coordinated by soctions, whose addresses 
are given below. [n addition, there are in­
dividual members, supporters and recipi­
ents of Amnesty Intornational information 
(such as the bimonthly Amnesty Interna­
tional News) in more than 177 countries 
and territories. 

SECTION ADDRESSES 

Algeria: 
Amnesty International, 
Section Alg6rienno. 
BP 377 Alger. 
RP 16004 

Argentina: 
AmnisUa Internacional. 
Secci6n Argentina, 
25 de Mayo 67, 4° PisQ, 
1002 Capital Federal. 
Buenos Aires 

Australia: 
Amnesty International. 
Australian Section. 
Private Bag 23. Broadway, 
New South Wales 2007 

Austria: 
Amnesty International, 
Austrian Section. 
Apostelgasse 25-27. 
A-103D Wien 

Bangladesh: 
Amnesty International. 
Bangladesh Section. 
100 Kalabagan. 
1st Floor, 2nd Lane. 
Dhaka-1205 

8elgium: 
Amnesty International, 
Belgian Section (Flemish bronchl. 
KerkslrBst 156, 
2060 Antwarpen 

Amnesty International. 
Section beige francophone. 
RUB Berckmans 9. 
1060 Bruxolles 

Benin: 
Amnesty International. 
BP 01 3536. 
Colonou 

Bermuda: 
Amnesty International, 
Bermuda Section, 
PO Box HM 2136. 
Hamilton HM )X 

Brazil: 
Anistia Internacional. 
Rua Jacinto Gomes 573, 
Porta Alegre - RS. 
CEP 90040-270. 
SAo PauIo 

Canada: 
Amnesty lnternational, 
eaeadian Section (English-speoking 

bronchl. 
214 Montreal Rd. 4th Floor. Vanier. 
Ontario. K1L lA4 

Amnistio Internationale, 
Section canadienno francophone, 
6250 boulevard Monk. 
Montreal. Qu6bec H4E 3H7 

Chile: 
AmnisUa Internacional, 
Secci6n Chilena, 
Casilla 4062. 
Santiago 

Colombia: 
Scnores, 
Aparlado Mreo 76350. 
Bogot4 
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358 cate d'Ivoire: Hong Kong: 
Amnesty International, Amnesty International. 
Section ivoirienne. Hong Kong Section, 
04 BP 895. Unit C 3/F. Best-O-Best Commercial 
Abidjan 04 Centre. 

Denmark: 
32-36 Ferry Street. 

Amnesty International, 
Kowloon 

Danish Section, 
Iceland: 

Dyrkoeb 3.  
Amnesty International, 1166 Copenhagen K 
Icelandic Section, 

Ecuador: PO Box 618. 
Amnistfa lntemacional, 121 Reykjavrk 
Secci6n Ecuatoriana, 
Cesilla 1 7-15-240-C. India: 
Quito Amnesty International, 

Faroe Islands: lndiaD Section, 

Amnosty International, 13 Indra Prastha Building, 

Fame Islands Section. E-109 Pandav Nagar. 

PO Box 1075. FR-110. New Delhi-11 0092 

T6rshavn 
Ireland: 

Finland: Amnesty International. 
Amnesty lntemational. [rish Section, 
Finnish Section, 48 Fleet Street. 
Ruobolabdenkatu 24 D Dublin 2 
00180 Helsinki 

France: Israel: 

Amnesty International. Amnesty International. 

Section francaise. Israel Section, 

4 rue de la Pierre Lev�, PO Box 14179. 

75553 Pari •• Cedex 11 Tal Aviv 61141 

Germany: Italy: 
Amnesty International. Amnesty lntemationaJ, 
German Section. Italian Section. 
Heerstrasse 178. Viale Mazzini, 146. 
D-53108 Borm 00195 Rome 

Ghan.: 
Amnesty international. Japan: 
Ghanaian Section. Amnesty lnternational. 
Private Mail Bag. Japanese Section. 

Kokomlemle Sky Est. 2f. 
Accra - North 2-18-23 Nishi Waseda. 

Greece: 
Shinjuku-ku. 

! Amnesty lnternationai, 
Tokyo 165 

! Greek Section. Kore. (Republic 00: 
30 Sin. Street. 
106 72 Athens 

Amnesty lnternational. 
Kyeong Buk RCO Box 36. I Guyana: 706 600 Daegu 

Amnesty International. 
Guyana Section. Luxembourg: 
clo PO Box 10720. Amnesty international. 

I 1 
Palm Court Building. Luxembourg Section. 
35 Main Street.  Boite Postale 1914. 
Geargetown 1019 Luxembourg 



Mauritius: 
Amnesty International, 
Mauritius Section, 
BP 69 Rose-Hill 

Mexico: 
Secci6n Mexicana 

de Amnistfa Internacional, 
Calle Aniceto Ortega 624, 

(paralela a Gabriel Mancera, 
esq. Angel Urraza6eje 6 Sur), 

Col. del Velle, 
M�xico OF 

Nepal: 
Amnesty International, 
Nepalese Section, 
PO Box 135, Bagbazar, 
Kathmandu 

Netherlands: 
Amnesty International, 
Dutch Section, 
Keizersgracht 620, 
1017 ER Amsterdam 

New Zealand: 
Amnesty International, 
New Zealand Section. 
PO Box 793, 
Wellington 

Nigeria: 
Amnesty International, 
Nigerian Section, 
PMB 3061, Suru-Lere, 
Lagos 

Norway: 
Amnesty International, 
Norwegian Section. 
PO Box 702 Sentrum, 
0106 Oslo 

Peru: 
Senores, 
Casilla 659, 
Lima 18 

Philippines: 
Amnesty International, 
Philippines Section, 
PO Box 286, Sta Mesa Post Office, 
1008 Sta Mesa, 
Manila 

Portugal: 
Amnistia lnternacional, 
Sec�ilo Portuguesa, 
Rua Fialho de Almeida. N013, 1°, 
1070 Lisboa 

Puerto Rico: 
Amnistfa Internacional, 
Secci6n de Puerto Rico. 
Calle Robles No 54-Altos, 
Oficina 11 ,  Rio Piedras, 
Puerto Rico 00925 

Senegal: 
Amnesty International, 
Senegalese Section, 
No 74a, Zone A, 
BP 21910, 
Dakar 

Sierra Leone: 
Amnesty International, 
Sierra Leone Section, 
PMB 1021, 
Freetown 

Slovenia: 
Amnesty International, 
Komenskega 7. 
1000 Ljubljana 

Spain: 
Amnesty International, 
Secci6n Espanola, 
PO Box 50318, 
28080, Madrid 

Sweden: 
Amnesty International, 
Swedish Section, 
PO Box 23400, 
S-104 35 Stockholm 

Switzerland: 
Amnesty International, 
Swiss Section. 
PO Box, 
CH-3001, Bern 

Tanzania: 
Amnesty International, 
Tanzanian Section, 
PO Box 4331, 
Oar es Salaam 

Tunisia: 
Amnesty International, 
Section Tunisienne, 

APPENDIX III 

48 Avenue Farhat Hached, 3�me �tage. 
1001 Tunis 
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360 United Kingdom: 
Amnesty International, 
United Kingdom Section. 
99-119 Rosebery Avenue. 
London ECl R 4 RE 

United States of America: 

Uruguay: 
Amnistfa International. 
Secci6n Uruguays. 
Trisl Narvaja 1624, Apto 2. 
ep 1 1 200 Montevideo 

Venezuela: 

Amnesty International of the USA 
(AIUSA). 

Amnist!a Internacional. 
Secci6n Venezolans. 
Apartado Postal 5110. 
Carmelitas lOlO-A. 
Caracas 

322 8th Ave. 
Now York. NY 10001 

COUNTRIES AND TERRITORIES WITHOUT SECTIONS 
BUT WHERE LOCAl AMNESTY INTERNATIONAl GROUPS EXIST 

OR ARE BEING FORMED 

Albania Egypt Morocco 
Aruba Gambia Pakistan 
Azerbaijan Palestinian Authorityl Paraguay 
Bahamas Israeli Occupied Poland 
Barbados Territories Romania 
Belarus Georgia Russia 
Bolivia Grenada Slovakia 
Botswana Hungary South Africa 
Bulgaria Jamaica Taiwan 
Burkina Faso Jordan Thailand 
Cameroon Kuwait Togo 
Costa Rica Macao Turkey 
Croatia Malaysia Uganda 
Curacao Mali Ukraine 
Cyprus Malta Yemen 
Czech Republic Moldova Zambia 
Dominican Republic MongoHa Zimbabwe 

APPENotJ( rIi 

INTERNATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Ross Daniels/ Australia 
Celso GarbarzlIsrael 

Ian Gorvin/lnternational Secretariat 
Mary Gray/United Slates of America 

Menno Kamminga/Netherlands 
Gerry O'Connell/Italy 

Robin Rickard/United Kingdom 
Mahmoud Ben Romdhane/Tunisia 

Susan Waltz/United States of Amorica 



APl'£NDIX V 

SELECTED INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS TREATIES 
States which have ratified or acceded to a convention are party to the treaty and are bound to observe its provisions. States which have signed but not 
yet ratified have expressed their intention to become a party at some future date; meanwhile they are obliged to refrain from acts which would defeat 
the object and purpose of the treaty. 

International Optional Protocol Second Option.a1 International ConvllIltion qaiut Convention relating Protoool reiatlna 10 
Covenant 00 Qvil lolcx::PR Protocol to I<X:PR. eo..o.nt oo Torture and Other 10 lheStltus of the Stlilus of 
and Politica1 Rights liming a' the Economic, Social Cruel, lnhuman or Retup. (1951) Refug_ {l961) 
{ICXJ>R} .bolition orthe and CuhUf'lI Rights Degradins Tl'8II.tmenl 

d.,.th penalty or PunUhmeot 

(AS OF 31 DECEMBER 1996) 

Albania x x x x x 

Andorra 

Antigua and Barbuda x x 

Armenia x x x 

Austria x x x x(22) x x 

Bahamas x x 

Bangladesb 

Belarus x x x x(28) 
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Belize 

Bhutan 

Bosnia-Herzegovina 

Brazil 

Bulgaria 

Burundi 

Cameroon 

Cape Verde 

Chad 

China 

Comoros 

Costa Rica 

'" en N 

International Optional Protocol Second Optional lntem..tional Convention&gain51 ConveotioD rellhlll Protocol relating 10 
Covenant an Qvil to 1a:PR Prolocol lo 1a::PR. Covenant 011 TortW'fl and Other to the Stalw of maSI_tw or 

and Politial Ri&hu aimiOSltthe Economic. SocW Cruel. lnhuman or RefuS- (1951} Refuge. (19611 

[ICCPR) 

x' 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

abolition oftbe mdCultunl Rig.btt Degrading TrMtmenl 

datbpenalty or Puni.Jhment 

x x x 

x x x 

x x x x 

x x(22)(28) x 

x x x x 

x x x x 

.'?.... -:'" : \ - - • - ... � " .... , 
x x 

x x 

x(28) x x 

x 

,. 1 
Z � 
< 



international Optional Protocol Second Optional international Convention Igainst Convention relltill8 Protocol rellting to 
Covenant on Qvil 10 lOO'R Protocol to 1a:J'R, Covenanlon Torture and Other 10 Lhe StlItus of LheStalusof 
and Political Righlt liming It the Economic, Social Croel, Inhuman 01" Rerug- (195t) Refuge. (t961) 
OaJ>R) lbolition ohhe and Cultw--.l Righlt Dagradina Treatment 

d8lLh peoaJty or Punishment 

Croatia X X X x(22) X X 

Cyprus X x(22) X 

Denmark X X X x(22) X 

Dominica X X X 

Ecuador X X X x(22) X X 

El Salvador X X x· X X 
'" X X X 

Entrea 

Ethiopia X X 

Finland x x x(22) 
x 

Gabon x x x 
x 

Georgia x x x 
i z 

Ghaoa � 
< 

l661 � "NNOUvtAIll.N A.I..S3tMY Co> en Co> 



Co> 
AMNESTY INmtNAllONAl REPORT 1997 '" .. 

International Optional Protocol Second Optional Intem8 liorwl Convention .pins! Convention rel.ting Protocol nll.ling 10 

! C'..ovManl onCivil 10 KXJ>R Protocol to KX:PR. Qwen.anlon Torture and Other to the Sr.tu. of theSt.hUlor 
and Politic.l Ri&hta aiming.t the Economic. Social Cruel, Inhuman 01" Refua- (195\) Refuge. (UMl7) Z 
(IOO'R) abolition or the and Cultural RJghu IMFadiog TrMtmflnl !l 

death penalty 01" Punbhment < 

Grenada x x 

Guinea x x x 

Guyana x x 

Holy See x x 

Hungary x x x x(22) x x 

India x x 

Iran (Islamic Republic 00 x x x x 

Ireland x x x 

Italy x x x(22) x x 

Japao x x x 

Kazakstao 

Kiribati 



International Optional Protocol Second Optional Internalional Convention l38ins1 Convention rulatiD8 Protocol rell tin3to 
Covenant on Civil toJCX:PR Protocol to ICCPR. Covenant 00 TOr1unt and Other lothe Slltusof theStalul of 
and Political Righll aimi", at the Economic. Social Cruftl. Inhuman or Rerua- (t95t) Refugeel (1967} 
(J<X:PRJ abolition of the and Cultural Right. Degrarlin«; Treatment 

daeth pe.nalty or Punishment 

X 

Korea (Republic of) x x x 

Kyrgyzstan x x X· x· 

Latvia x x x x 

Lesotho x x 

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya x 

Lithuania x x x' 

Macedonia (former Yugoslav RepubUc) X X X X X 

Malawi x' x' X x 

Maldives 

Malta x x x(22) x x 

Mauritania i z 
51 

Mexico x x x >< 
< 

l66t .llIOdlII 1WNOU.WNHlUI .4J..SlMIIt W a> Ut 
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LutanatiOfl&l Optional Protocol 5ectInd Optional IntllmlfotionaJ Convention aplnst Convention rel1tina Protocol rfllatinl lo 

i Cove:oa.ot 00 Civil loiCD'R Protocol to Ia:PR, Covenant on Torturtl and Other to tb. Stlitw of the St.two! 
and Political. Right. ai.minJ lt the Economic. Social Cruel. Inhuman Of Refu.-(951) RefugeM (1967) Z 
(ICCPRj .bolitiooofthe and Cultural Right. Degrldina Tnllltment 2 

death penalty or Punishment 
)( 
< 

Moldova X X X 

Mongolia X x 

Mozambique x x x 

Namibia x x x x 

Nepal x 

New Zealand x(22) x x 

Niger x x x 

Norway x x x(22) x 

Pakistan 

Panama x x x x x 

Paraguay x x x 

Philippines x x 



International Optional Protocol Seco.od Optiooal International Convtlntionagainsl Convention relating Protocol mating to 

Covenant OD Civil to I<X:PR Protocol to ICXJ>R. Covenant on TortUftand Other to th, StatWl or the Statla or 

and Politk:al Rigbu aiming al tbe Economic. Social Cruel. Inhuman or RBfugeeI {t95t) RefugeM(1961J, 
(1al'R) abolition ofthl! and Cultural Rights 0egr1Idint, TnIIitment 

death penalty orPuni.ahment 

Portugal X X X X x(22) X 

Romania X X X X X X X 

Rwanda x x x 

Saint Lucia 

Samoa x x 

Sao Tome and Principe x x 

Senegal x x x x(22) x x 

Sierra Leone x' x' x' x x 

Slovalda x x x x 

Solomon Islands x x x 

South Africa x' x' 
� z 

Sri Lanka x x x II 
< 

l6eil .LHOd3II lWNOUWNU3UI AlSlNiIV W en ..... 
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CD 

lntemlltiooal Optional Protoool Second Optional International Con�tlon""'t Convention reletins Protoool relating to ;:; 
Covenant on Civil lolCCPR Protoool to la:PR. Covenanl on Tortunt.oo Other to the Stltus or the Stlt\u: of ;l! 
�d Politic:.1 Rights aiming It the Economic. Soci,1 Cru&1, Inhuman or RetuS-(19S1) Refugee. (tBfi7) Z 
(I(X:PR) abolition ortha and Cuhura1 Rights I)egradin« Treltm&nt l:l 

dMth penalty or Puniahmf!Dt < 

Suriname X X X X 

Sweden X X x(22) X 

Syrian Arab Republic x x 

Tanzania x x 

Togo x x x x(22) x x 

Trinidad and Tobago x x 

Turkey x(22) x 

Tuvalu 

Ukraine x x x(28) 

United Kingdom x x x 

Uruguay x x x(22) 

Vanuatu 



International Optional Protocol SeooodOptiooal International 

CoveD&llt 00 Ovil to 1a::PR Protocol 10 KX:PR. CoVena.at OD 

and Political Riahtl aimi1l88' the EcOIlomic. Social 

{KX;PRJ abolition of the mdCulturaJ Ripl.l 
d.,.th penalty 

Viet Nam x x 

Yugoslavia (Federal Republic of) x x 

Zambia x x x 

s - denotes that country has signed but not yet ratified 

x - denotes that country is a party, either through ratification, accession or succession 

denotes that country either signed or became a party in 1996 

Conventioo ap.iNt Conventioo re .. ting Protocol relating 10 
Torture and Other to tbe Statw of tbe StatuI of 
Cruel. lobuman or Retua- (1951) RefugeM (1967). 
Degradill8 T.".tmeol 
or Punishment 

x(22) x 

(22) denotes Declaration under Article 22 recognizing the competence of the Committee against Torture to consider individual complaints of 

violations of the Convention 

(28) denotes that country has made a reservation under Article 28 that it does not recognize the competence of the Committee against Torture to 

examine reliable information which appears to indicate that torture is being systematically practised, and to undertake a confidential inquiry if 

warranted 

w en '" 
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APl'ENotX VI 

SELECTED REGIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS TREATIES 

(AS OF 31 DECEMBER 1996) 

ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY (OAU) 
AFRICAN CHARTER ON HUMAN AND PEOPlES' RIGHTS (1981) 

Angola x Malawi 

Botswana x Mauritania 

Burundi Mozambique 

Cape Verde x Niger 

Chad Rwanda 

Congo x SaD Tome and Principe 

Djihouti x Seychelles 

Equatorial Guinea x Somalia 

Ethiopia Sudan 

Gambia Tanzania 

Guinea x Tunisia 

Kenya x Zaire 

Liberia x Zimbabwe 

x denotes that country is 8 party. either through ratification or accession 

This chart lists countries which were members of the OAU at the end of 1996, 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 



Argentina 

Barbados 

Bolivia 

Canada 

Colombia 

Cuba 

Dominican Republic 

El Salvador 

Guatemala 

Haiti 

Jamaica 

Nicaragua 

Paraguay 

Saint Kilts and Nevis 

ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES (OAS) 

American 
Convention 
on Human 
Rights (1969) 

x(62) 

x 

x(62) 

x(62) 

x 

x(62) 

x(62) 

x 

x 

x(62) 

x(62) 

Inter-American 
Convention to 
Prevent and 
Punish Torture 
(1985) 

x 

x 

x 

x 

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 

Trinidad and Tobago x(62) 

Uruguay x(62) x 

denotes that country has signed but not yet ratified 

APPENDIX VI 

Inter-American 
Convention 
on the Forced 
Disappearance 
of Persons 
(1994)' 

x 

x 

x denotes that country is a party I either through ratification or accession 
(62) denotes Declaration under Article 62 recognizing 85 binding the jurisdiction of the 

Inter-American Court of Human Rights {on all matters relating to the 
interpretation or application of the American Convention} 

• This Convention entered into force on 29 March 1996. 

This chart lists countries which were members of the QAS at the end of 1996. 
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372 COUNCIL OF EUROPE 
£="... Article 25 Article 46 .... ""'1 £="... 
Convention No. 6' Convention for 
"' the the PTevention 
ProceedoDof orTortureend 
Human Inhuman or 
Rights and Dep"ading 
Pundamenlal Tl1IIItment or 
Freedom. Punl.hment 
(1950) (1987) 

An arrs X X X X 

Belgium X X X x 

Croatia 

Czec! Repu!lic x x x x x 

Estonia x x x x 

France x x x x 

Greece x x x 

Ice an x x x 

lIaly x x x x 

Liec tenstein x x x x 

Luxem!ourg x x x x 

Ma ta x x x x x 

Ne!erlan!. x x x x 

polan! x x x x 

Romania x x x x 

San Marino x x x x x 

S oven.ia x x x x x 

Swe en x x x x 

Tur ey x x 

! Unite King om x x I danotOl that country hu .Igned but not yet ratified 
, denotes thllt country I, a party, either through ratification or actpsion I ArtIcle 2S donotOl O8claratJon under ArtIcle 25 of the European Convention for the ProtBClion of Human Rights 

and Fundamental Freedom., recognizing lbe competence of tbe European Commiulon of Human Rights 
to conllder Individual complaintJ of violatiolll of the Convention 

ArtIcle 46 d8not81 DecI .... tJon under Article 48 of the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights 
and Fundament.1 FreedOffil, mcognJ.z1ng u compulaory the jurl.dlction of the European Court of Human 
Rights In .n matlers concemlflA lntBrPrfltatlon and .ppllClltlon of the European Convention � • Protocol No. 6 to the European Conveotion for the Protection olHuman Rights and Fundamental Freedoffil 

I concemlflA the .bolitlon orthe death penalty (1983) 
nu. chart Ibu countrl. which were members ol the Council ol Europe et the end ol1996 
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Amnesty International's Declaration on the Role 
of Health Professionals in the Exposure of 

Torture and Ill-treatment 

As part of its 1996 campaign on the role of health professionals and the exposure of hu­
man rights violations. Amnesty lnternational adopted the following Declaration which 
calls for action by individual health profassionaIs. national and international profes­
sional associations, and the United Nations and its agencies. Amnesty International be­
lieves that the skills which health professionals can contribute to the investigation of 
human rights violations in genoral ,  and torture in particular, should he used in defence of 
human rights. This Declaration embodies concrete steps which will contribute to this aim 
if acted upon by health professionals. their professional organizations and by intergov­
ernmental organizations. 

Preamble 

Human rights and medical ethics stand· 
ards have evolved in recent years and, 
currently, strong legal and ethical pro­
hibitions on torture and other human 
rights violations exist. These include the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
the UnHed Nations Declaration on the Pro­
tection of All Persons from Being Subjec· 
ted to Torture and Other Cruel, lnhuman 
or Degrading Treatment or Punishment. 
the Convention against Torture and Other 
Cruel. Inhuman or Oegrading Treatment 
or Punishment. the Body of Principles for 
the Protection of All Persons under Any 
Form of Detention or Imprisonment, re-­
gional human rights treaties, and a number 
of statements adoptod by doctors' and 
nurses' organizations. Torture and other 
cruel. inhuman or degrading treatment. 
however, continue and the need for posi· 
tive action by health professionals to ex· 
pose these abuses is as great as ever. The 
following Declaration articulates the steps 
- implicit in the ethics of medicine and 
nursing - which Amnesty International 
believes should be taken by health profes­
sionals to fulfil their role as protectors of 
the vulnerable, particularly those deprived 
of liherty. 

Declaration 

Amnesty International, 

Recalling that Ute Declaration of Tokyo 
of the World Medical Association (1975) 
obliges doctors not to condone. count&­
nance or participate in torture, 

Recalling that the United Nations Prin­
ciples of Medical Ethics relevant to the 
Role of Health Personnel. particularly 
Physicians. in the Protection of Prisoners 
and Detainees against Torture and Other 
Cruel. Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment (1962) state that it is a gross 
contravention of medical ethics for health 
personnel, particularly physiCians, to 
assist. actively or passively. in ects of 
torture, 

Further recalling that the International 
Council of Nurses has declared in The 
Role of the Nurse in the Care of Detainees 
and Prisoners (1975) that nurses having 
knowledge of physical or mental iIJ·treat· 
ment must take appropriate action includ­
ing reporting the matter to appropriate 
national andlor international bodies, 

Noting the fundamental obligation 
stemming from the Hippocratic oath and 
the World Medical Association's Interna· 
tiODaI Code of Medical Ethics (1949) for 
doctors to practise for the good of their pa· 
tients and never to do harm. 

Recalling the important role of health 
professionals in protecting particular vul· 
norable individuals such as children 
through exposing instances of serious ab. 
uses coming to their attention, 

RecaJJing that torture and other cruel, 
inhuman or degrading treatment or pun· 
ishment are contrary to international law. 

Calls on health professionals witness· 
ing torture or other cruel, inhuman or 
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374 degrading treatment or punishment. or the 
effects of such violations, to report their 
observations to their immediate manager 
and to their professional association. In 
the event of inaction by the persons so in­
fonned (or where. in the judgment of the 
health professional, it would be too dan­
gerous to report to these persons), the 
health professional should report his or 
her observations to an international pro­
fessional. humanitarian or human rights 
organization, 

Declares that the health professional 
making such a report should be given sup­
port by individual colleagues and by their 
national and international professional as­
sociations. Such associations should take 
6nn action when a health professional 
is disciplined in any way or otherwise 
victimized for reporting human rights vio­
lations, including making strong represen­
tations to the authorities to quash such 
disciplinary measures and to provide legal 
assistance to the threatened individual, 

Calls on national professional associ­
ations to adopt and publicize statements 
opposing professional involvement in hu­
man rights violations and to ensure that 
their members know of their ethical 

responsibility to report torture and ilI­
treatment and of the commitment of the 
association to support members reporting 
abuses, 

Calls on international professional as­
sociations and the United Nations and its 
relevant agencies to publicize the ethical 
responsibility of health professionals to 
report human rights violations inflicted on 
their patients, 

Calls on international professional bod­
ies to make clear statements about the ser­
ious breach of professional ethics 
occasioned by a health professional's pur­
posely omitting. modifying. or falsifying 
relevant information in the medical his­
tory of an alleged victim of torture or ill­
treatment, such as to preclude or to make 
difficult the treatment of the patient. to 
prevent redress for the victim or to impede 
the bringing to justice of those responsible 
for the torture or ill-treatment, 

Further calls on international profes­
sional bodies to investigate. and where ap­
propriate, impose sanctions on, national 
associations which collude in the inflic­
tion of human rights violations in their 
countries. 

This Declaration was adopted by Amnesty International in January 1996 as part of the 
organization's worldwide campaign for a more effective role to be played by health p� 
!essionaIs in the exposure and investigation of torture and other human rights violations. 
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Amnesty International's Principles for the Medical 
Investigation of Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or 

Degrading Treatment 

Torture continues to be 8 major preoccupation of Amnesty International in many coun· 
tries around the world. An important element in the prevention of torture is 
the effective investigation of torture allegations and the prosecution of those responsible. 
Yet, in case after case, governments either carry out no investigation or preside over an 
inadequate, incompetent or deHberately misleading investigation. In view of the skills 
which health professionals can contribute to the investigation of human rights violations 
in general, and torture in particular. Amnesty International has adopted the following 
Principles for the Medical Investigation of Torture and Other Cruel, lnhuman or Degrad­
ing Treatment. The Principles are intended to provide 8 framework for the carrying out 
of medical evaluations of torture allegations and a standard for assessing the quality of 
investigations carried out by governments and courts. They do not provide detailed 
infonnation about the precise examinations which should be carried out, but rather the 
key principles which ensure that an investigation is consistent with professiona1 ethics 
and human rights. 

Amnesty International calls on govern­
ments to ensure that all allegations of 
torture are investigated and that medical 
investigation of torture is carried out in 
conformity with the Principles set out 
below. 

Preamble 

A number of human rights standards call 
for the prompt investigation of allegations 
of torture or other cruel. inhuman or de-­
grading treatment by relevant authorities. 
These include the United Nations Declara­
tion on the Protection of All Persons from 
Being Subjected 10 Torture and Other 
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment, the Convention against Tor­
ture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrad­
ing Treatment or Punishment, the Body of 
Principles for the Protection of All Persons 
under Any Form of Detention or Imprison­
ment. regional human rights treaties, and a 
number of statements adopted by doctors' 
and nurses' organizations. Such an invest­
igation should he carried out by an apprtr 
priate individual or commission having 
powers to interview witnesses. review 
prison or police procedures and employ 
expert assistance. One of the important re­
sources in such investigations is suitably 
qualified and experienced medical person­
nel. The principles set out below represent 
basic steps in the medical investigation of 
torture and ill-treatment. 

1. Prompt access to a doctor 
A detainee or prisoner should have 
prompt access to a doctor when an allega­
tion of torture or ill-treatment is made or 
when there is suspicion that torture or ill­
treatment has taken place. Such access 
should not be dependent on the institution 
of an official investigation into torture 
allegations. 

2. Independence 
The examining doctor should be inde­
pendent of the authorities responsible for 
custody, interrogation and prosecution of 
the subject. He or she should, if possible, 
be experienced in the examination of indi­
viduals for legal purposes. The doctor's 
affiliation should be made clear to the 
prisoner and should be recorded in the 
final medical report. Where an independ­
ent doctor is not available, the doctor 
carrying out the examination should nev­
ertheless comply with these principles. 

3. Confidentiality of examination I 
The examination should take place in a � 
room where confidentiality is ensured. I The doctor should speaJc to and examine 
the subject alone. Where the subject is a 
female, a minor or a specially vulnerable g 
person, examination should only take � 
place in the presence of a witness accept- � 
able to the subject. Where an interpreter is S 
required, or the examining physician .. 
wishes to be assisted by a colleague, their ! 
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agreement of the subject. Any other third 
parties present should be asked to leave 
the examination room. If a third party re­
fuses to leave, the doctor should note the 
name and affiliation of the person(s), and 
record his or her perception of the effect of 
this presence on the course of the exam­
ination. The doctor should use his or her 
judgment as to whether the examination 
can take place without further risk to the 
person being examined. 

4. Consent la examination 
The doctor should give his or her name 
and affiliation, explain the purpose of the 
examination and gain the consent of the 
subject to the examination if he or she is 
capable of giving consent. Before consent 
is obtained. the doctor should inform the 
subject of the names or posts of all recipi­
ents of the medical report. 

5. Access to medical records 
The doctor, and if necessary a translator, 
should have access to the subject's p(evi. 
ous medical records. 

6. Full examination 
The physician's examination should in· 
elude the elicitation of a full verbal med· 
ical history from the subject and the 
performance of a full clinical examination, 
including evaluation of the subject's men· 
tal slale. Fuxther medical, laboratory or 
psychological investigations, including 
evaluation of mental health status. should 
be arranged prompUy as deemed neces­
sary by the physician. 

7. Report 
The physician should promptly prepare 
an accurate written report. The report 
should include at least the following four 
parts: 

i) Establishing details - name of the 
subject and names and affiliations of oth­
ers present at the examination; the exact 
time and date, location, nature and ad­
dress of the institution (including, where 
appropriate, the room) where the examina­
tion is being conducted (for example. de­
tention centre, clinic, house etc) and the 
circumstances of the subject at the time of 
examination (for example, the nature of 
any restraints used, demeanour of those 
accompanying the prisoner); and any 
other relevant factor; 

ii) A record of the subject's history as 
given duxing the interview, including the 
time when torture or ilI-troatment is al­
leged to have occurred; 

iii) A record of all abnormal physical 
and psychological findings on clinical ex­
amination including, where possible. 
colour photographs of all injuries; 

iv) An interpretation as to the probable 
cause of all abnormal symptoms and all 
abnormal physical findings. 

The report should clearly identify the 
doctor carrying out the examination and 
should be signed. 

In the interpretation, the doctor should 
provide a general assessment of the con­
sistency of the history and examination 
findings with the nature of the subject's 
allegations. A recommendation for any 
necessary medical treatment should also 
be given, 

Where a doctor is unable to finalize the 
report. whether because of the unavail­
ability of further examination or test res­
ults, or for any other reason. this should be 
stated. 

8. Confidentiality of the report 
The subject should be infonned of the 
medical findings and be allowed to in­
spect the medical report. A copy of the 
doctor's report should be made available 
in full to the subject's nominated repres­
entative and. where appropriate, to the au­
thority responsible for investigating the 
allegation of torture. It is the responsibility 
of the doctor to take reasonable steps la 
ensure that it is delivered securely to these 
persons. The report should not be made 
available to any other person except with 
the consent of the subject or on the author­
ization of a court empowered to enforce 
such a transfer. 

9. Second examination 
A second medical examination by an inde­
pendent doctor should be pennitted if re­
quested by the victim of the alleged torture 
or ill-treatment andlor by his or her rep­
resentative. The victim of the alleged tor­
ture and/or his or her representative 
should have the right to nominata the 
physician who will undertake the second 
examination. The second examination 
should be carried out in conformity with 
these principles. 



10. Ethical duties 
The doctor should bear in mind at all 
times that, in accordance with internation­
ally accepted standards of medical ethics, 
his or her primary duty is to promote the 
wellbeing of the patient. In addition, he or 
she has a duty not to condone or particip-
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ate in torture or other cruel, inhuman or 377 
degrading treatment. No aspect of the sub-
ject's character, physical characteristics, 
ethnic origin, or personal beliefs, nor the 
fact that an allegation of torture has been 
made by or on behalf of the subject, 
permits derogation from these duties. 

These Principles were adopted by Amnesty International in January 1 996 as part of the 
organization's worldwide campaign for a more effective role to be played by health pro­
fessionals in the exposure and investigation of torture and other human rights violations. 
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SELECTED STATISTICS 
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAl MEM8ERSHIP 
In 1996, thore were about 1 ,000,000 Am­
nesty International members and sub­
scribers in 162 countries and territories. 
There were 4,273 local Amnesty Interna­
tional groups registered with the Inter­
national Secretariat, plus several thousand 
school. university, professional and other 
groups, in over 80 countries and territories. 

PRISONER CASES 
At the end of 1996. Amnosty International 
groups were working on over 2,000 differ­
ent long-term assignments, concerning 
over 4,700 individuals. including prison­
ers of conscience and other victims of hu­
man rights violations. During the year 
action began on 612 new actions, many 
of which concerned more than one indi­
vidual. 

URGENT ACTION APPEAlS 
During 1996. Amnesty lntematidnal initi­
ated 500 actions which required urgent 
appeals from the Urgent Action Network. 
There were also 383 calls for further ap� 
peals on actions already issued. Members 
of the Urgent Action Network were there­
fore asked to send appeeJs on 883 occa· 
sions. These actions were issued on behalf 
of people in 92 countries. 

The 500 new actions were issued on be­
half of people who were either at risk or 
had been the victim of the following hu· 
man rights violations: torture - 142 cases; 
"disappearance" - 68 cases; judicial exe­
cution - 124 cases; political killings and 
death threats - 163 cases; and legal con­
cerns - 65 cases. (These categories are not 
mutually exclusive; more than one con· 
cern may have been featured in an action.) 
Other concerns induded ill health, deatlls 
in custody, refoulement (forcible repatria· 
Uon) of asylum·seekers, corporal punish· 
ment and forcible exile. 

REGIONAl ACTION NElWORKS 
Amnesty International's Regional Action 
Networks deal with human rights abuses 
in every country of the world. During the 
year, approximately 2,247 Amnesty Inter� 
national local groups participated in the 
Regional Action Networks. Tbey look ac­
tion on more than 150 separate appeals 

involving thousands of victims of human 
rights violations. 

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAl FUNOING 
The international budget adopted by 
Amnesty InternationeJ for 1996 was 
£17,205,000. This sum represents approx· 
imately one quarter of the estimated in· 
come likely to be raised during the year 
by the movement's national sections to 
finance their campaigning and other ac· 
tivities. Amnesty [nternationeJ's national 
sections and locaJ volunteer groups are 
primarily responsible for funding the 
movement. An international fund·raising 
program is being developed. No money is 
sought or accepted from governments. The 
donations that sustain Amnesty Interna· 
tional's work come from its members and 
the public. 

RELIEF 
During 1996, the [ntemational Secretariat 
of Amnesty International distributed 
£214,008 in rolief (financial assistance) to 
victims of human rights violations such a8 
prisoners of conscience and recently re­
leased prisoners of conscience and their 
dependants, and to provide medical treat· 
ment for torture victims. In addition, the 
organization's sections and groups distrib-­
uted a further substantial amount, much of 
it in the form of modest payments by local 
groups to their adopted prisoners of con· 
science and dependent families. 

Amnesty International's ultimate goal 
is to end human rights violations, but so 
long as they continue it tries to provide 
practiceJ help to the victims. Relief is an 
important aspect of this work. Sometimes 
Amnesty International provides financial 
assistance directly to individuals. At other 
times, it works through local bodies such 
as local and national human rights organ· 
izations so as to ensure that resources are 
used as effectively as possible for those in 
most need. When Amnesty InternationeJ 
asks an intermediary to distribute relief 
payments on its behalf, it stipulates pre­
cisely the intended purpose and benefi· 
ciaries, and requires the intermediary to 
report back fully on the expenditure of the 
funds. 
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