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Recommendations to the government of Belgium 
 
National human rights framework 
 

▪ Ratify, without further delays, Protocol No. 12 to the Convention for the Protection of Human 
Rights and Fundamental Freedoms.  

▪ Accept all remaining articles of the (revised) European Social Charter, in particular Article 23 
pertaining to the right of elderly persons to social protection and take any necessary legal and 
policy action to implement its provisions.  

▪ Ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention Against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or 
Degrading Treatment or Punishment, without further delays and without any reservations, and 

implement it fully into national law.   

▪ Establish as a matter of priority a National Preventative Mechanism that can monitor all places 

where people are deprived of their liberty.    
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▪ Reform the Federal Human Rights Institute so that Belgium has a national human rights 
institution that is fully compliant with the Paris Principles, including by ensuring that all human 

rights issues are within its mandate, including regional competencies and transversal issues.  

▪ Require the Federal Human Rights Institute to establish an individual complaints procedure and 

ensure that adequate funding and resources are provided to take up that role. 

National action plan against racism and other forms of discrimination  
  

▪ Elaborate, adopt, and implement in close consultation with civil society stakeholders, a National 
Action Plan against racism and related forms of discrimination.  

Business & Human Rights  
  

▪ Adopt legal and policy reforms to require business enterprises domiciled or headquartered in 
Belgium to respect human rights and to carry out human rights due diligence throughout their 

global operations and supply chains.   

Rights of LGBTI individuals  
 

▪ Take further legislative steps to ensure legal gender recognition happens through a quick, 
transparent and accessible procedure.  

Rape and other forms of gender-based violence   
  

▪ Fully implement the Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence 
against women and domestic violence (Istanbul Convention) through a sufficiently funded and 

detailed National Action Plan on Gender-based violence.  

▪ Ensure care centres for survivors of sexual violence are established in places that are easily 
accessible from all over the country and ensure that all such centres receive structural and 

sufficient financing.   

▪ Ensure adequate training for police, judicial and health care actors involved in the fight against 
gender-based violence. 

▪ Collect and make available disaggregated data on sexual violence, including information on 
incidence, anonymized victim profiles, and outcome of judicial follow-up. 

▪ Ensure gender-based violence remains a key priority for police and the judiciary, and that it 
features prominently in the National Security Plan. 

▪ Ensure that rape and other non-consensual acts of a sexual nature are defined as violations of 
an individual’s bodily integrity and sexual autonomy in criminal law instead of as offences 
against “family order” and “public morality”. 

Counter terrorism  
  

▪ Adopt further legislative reforms to ensure adequate redress for victims of ‘terrorism’ through 

simple, easily accessible procedures.   

▪ Ensure rigorous and systematic oversight of policies to counter ‘terrorism’ and “radicalisation”, 
including by a fully competent national human rights institution and by Parliament.   

▪ Conduct a prompt and thorough evaluation of current or draft counter-terrorism laws, policies 
and practices. 
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▪ Ensure all counter terrorism laws, policies and practices are fully compliant with Belgium's 
international human rights obligations. 

Policing   

▪ Amend the Police Act by incorporating an explicit prohibition of direct and indirect 

discrimination, and by explicitly prohibiting ethnic profiling.   

▪ Take steps in policy and practice to combat ethnic profiling.  

▪ Register identity checks by police and collect data to monitor and research their use.   

▪ Commission an independent and comprehensive review into serious incidents and deaths in 

custody and following contact with the police, and report publicly on the findings.  

▪ Strengthen supervision and monitoring mechanisms for the police.   

▪ Ensure the coercive enforcement of measures to protect public health is only considered as last 

resort.   

Asylum & Migration  
  

▪ Scrupulously observe the principle of non-refoulement by not forcibly returning any person, in 
any manner whatsoever, to a country where they would be at real risk of serious human rights 
violations.   

▪ Establish a permanent commission to monitor and review return policies, with a broad mandate 

and a representative membership including civil society and independent experts.   

▪ End and prohibit the practice of immigration detention of families with children and develop 

and improve less coercive measures.  

▪ Ensure migration detention is only used as a measure of last resort and develop alternatives for 

detention of migrants and asylum seekers.  

Arms Transfers   

▪ Halt any arms transfers when there is a substantial risk that the weapons will be used to commit 

or facilitate serious violations of international human rights law or humanitarian law.   

▪ Increase transparency on licenses for arms transfers to allow for public scrutiny of decision-

making processes.  

Detention   
  

▪ Intensify efforts to end prison overcrowding and ensure all prison facilities and detention 

conditions are in line with international law and standards.  

  
Rights of older persons in care homes  
  

▪ Ensure a comprehensive, effective and independent review into Belgium’s response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and provide adequate and accessible remedy for any human rights 
violations as a result of acts of omission and commission as part of the government’s COVID-19 
response.  
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▪ Ensure that the public health system is adequately funded and staffed, and that care homes 
have sufficient specialised and trained staff, adequately equipped to guarantee respect for the 

rights of older persons living in care homes.  

▪ Ensure that the human rights of older persons and residents of care homes are respected, 
including by ensuring that any restrictions on those rights are provided by law, necessary and 

proportionate to meet a legitimate aim.   

▪ Publicly demonstrate that all policies and measures in response to COVID-19 (or another public 

health crisis) are in line with international human rights law and standards.  

▪ Respect and fulfil care home residents’ right to the highest attainable standard of care in order 
to ensure their rights to health, life and non-discrimination. 

▪ Ensure adequate representation and involvement of older people, care home residents, the 
social care and care home sector in planning and decision-making processes related to matters 
which impact care homes residents at all levels. 

Access to COVID-19 diagnostics, treatment and vaccines  
 
▪ Fulfil the obligation to international cooperation not only by continuing to support COVAX, 

including by providing additional funding, but also by other forms of global cooperation to 
ensure that COVID-19 health products are accessible to the maximum number of people and 
avoid solely bilateral agreements that would undermine vaccine availability for other states. 

▪ Continue to support C-TAP and promote open and non-exclusive licences for COVID-19 health 
products that include technology transfer, with full public disclosure of all terms and conditions, 
to ensure that the product is available, accessible and affordable to the maximum number of 
people.  

▪ Make transparency and collaboration with C-TAP a condition of any public funding provided for 
research and development of COVID-19 health products.   

▪ Assess and make any necessary adjustments to intellectual property laws, policies and practices 
to ensure that these do not form a barrier to COVID-19 health products for all people globally. 

• Respect the spirit of the Doha Declaration on the TRIPS Agreement and Public Health (2001) 
by supporting initiatives that increase access to COVID-19 health products, such as the 
proposed WTO TRIPS waiver.   

▪ Ensure national and international criteria to guide the allocation of vaccines are consistent with 
human rights standards, pay attention to the needs of marginalized groups, and reflect the 
WHO’s Equitable Allocation Framework. Civil society should be represented in any national and 
international decision-making processes.  

Climate crisis and human rights 

▪ Support the recognition by the UN of the right to a safe, clean, healthy and sustainable 
environment. 

▪ Support the establishment of the mandate of a UN Special Rapporteur on Human Rights and 
Climate Change. 

In compliance with its obligations under human rights law to protect human rights from the adverse 
effects of the climate crisis: 

▪ Substantially increase Belgium’s funding and support for human rights-compliant measures to 
tackle the climate crisis in less wealthy countries. In particular, ensure that that climate 
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finance to low-income countries is in the form of grants instead of loans, and that its 
contribution to international climate finance is additional to Belgium’s development aid, and 
reflects Belgium’s fair share and its obligations under the Paris Agreement and human rights 

law.  

▪ Adopt policies which contribute to achieve and go beyond the EU Nationally Determined 
Contributions (NDC). In particular, take the lead in committing to zero carbon emissions by 
2030 or as soon as possible after that, given Belgium’s greater capacity and greater contribution 
to the climate crisis.  

▪ Support the adoption of an ambitious emission reduction target for 2030 in the EU climate law  
which would align the target with the imperative to keep global average temperature increase 
below 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels and with the EU responsibility for and capacity to 
address the climate crisis.  

▪ Immediately end fossil fuel subsidies and phase out fossil fuels use and production by 2030 or 
as soon as possible after that, ending production and use of most polluting fossil fuels and forms 
of production, such as coal and fracking as soon as possible and no later than 2030; and 
immediately developing concrete long-term plans for a just and sustainable transition to human 
rights-consistent renewable energy. 

▪ Ensure climate laws and policies include a commitment to reduce emissions from all sectors, 
including extra-territorial emissions, and to cease overseas fossil-fuel financing. In international 
climate negotiations, reject any multilateral mechanisms for carbon trading that do not lead to 
genuine emission reductions and do not include human rights safeguards. 

▪ Establish regulations and policy measures to ensure that businesses reduce emissions across 
their operations and value chains as soon as possible and by at least 45% by 2030 compared to 
2010 levels and to zero before 2050, in line with the scientific findings of the IPCC. 

 
▪ Ensure that any COVID-19 response measures facilitate the transition away from fossil fuels and 

towards human rights-consistent renewable energy and a zero-carbon economy and create green 
and other new jobs that deliver sustainable and decent employment for all workers without 
discrimination of any kind. 

▪ Ensure access to domestic and international administrative, judicial, legislative or any other 
appropriate means to adjudicate claims of human rights violations resulting from climate change 
or climate-related projects and measures, including when conduct within their jurisdiction harms 
the rights of people outside their borders. 

▪ Respect, protect and fulfil the right to information, participation and to effective remedies, as 
well as to freedom of expression and assembly, in the design, planning, implementation and 
monitoring of all climate policies and strategies, particularly ensuring the participation of 
marginalized groups.  

 

Key Amnesty International Documents on Belgium for reference  
 
Annual Report 2015/16: The state of the world's human rights, 23 February 
2016, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol10/2552/2016/en/  
  
Prisons: une pétition pour des solutions rapides, 19 May 
2016, https://www.amnesty.be/infos/actualites/article/prisons-une-petition-pour-des-solutions-rapides  
  
Belgium: action needed to uphold repeated human rights promises. Human Rights Council adopts 
Universal Periodic Review outcome on Belgium, 27 June 
2016, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/EUR14/4349/2016/en/  
  

https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol10/2552/2016/en/
https://www.amnesty.be/infos/actualites/article/prisons-une-petition-pour-des-solutions-rapides
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/EUR14/4349/2016/en/
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Europe: Wearing the headscarf in the workplace: Observations on discrimination based on religion in 
the Achbita and Bougnaoui cases, 28 October 
2016, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur01/5077/2016/en/  
  
Europe: Dangerously disproportionate: The ever-expanding national security state in Europe, 17 January 
2017, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur01/5342/2017/en/  
  
Report 2016/17: The state of the world's human rights. 22 February 
2017, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol10/4800/2017/en/  
  
Belgium: A significant step on road to recognising transgender rights, 25 May 
2017, https://www.amnesty.nl/actueel/belgium-a-significant-step-on-road-to-recognising-transgender-
rights  
  
Etnisch profileren bij de politie – analyse van het juridische kader in België, July 
2017, https://www.amnesty-
international.be/sites/default/files/bijlagen/etnisch_profileren_bij_de_politie._analyse_van_het_juridisch_
kader_in_belgie_0.pdf  
  
Belgium: Returns to Sudan violated principles of non-refoulement, 30 January 
2018, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur14/7811/2018/en/.  
  
Report 2017/18: The state of the world's human rights, 22 
February, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/POL10/6700/2018/En/  
  
On ne sait jamais, avec des gens comme vous: Politiques policières de prévention du profilage ethnique 
en Belgique May 2018, https://www.amnesty.be/IMG/pdf/rapport_profilage_ethnique.pdf.  
(English Executive Summary available),  
  
Mensenrechten en het Belgische terugkeerbeleid – Bijdrage aan Commissie 
‘Terugkeer’, 18 June 2018, https://www.amnesty-
international.be/sites/default/files/bijlagen/final_amnesty_international_opmerkingen_commissie_terugke
erbeleid.pdf  
  
Amnesty International: Recommendations ahead of COP24 of the Climate Change Convention, 23 
November 2018, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/ior51/9435/2018/en/ 
 
La situation des droits humains en Belgique en 2018, 
12 December 2018, https://www.amnesty.be/infos/rapports-annuels/droits-humains-2018/article/la-
situation-des-droits-humains-en-belgique-en-2018  
  
When Arms Go Astray – the deadly new threat of arms diversions to militias in Yemen, February 
2019, https://arms-uae.amnesty.org/en/  
  
Arms shipment to Saudi Arabia flouts multiple EU states’ Arms Trade Treaty obligations, 13 May 
2019, https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/05/arms-shipment-to-saudi-arabia-flouts-multiple-
eu-states-arms-trade-treaty-obligations/  
  
Belgium: Submission to the United Nations Human Rights Committee, 13 September 
2019, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur14/1041/2019/en/  
  
Recommendations to States on Steps to Protect Human Rights at the 25th Conference of the Parties of 
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 2-13 December 2019, 25 November 
2019, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/ior51/1446/2019/en/ 
 
COP 25: States poised to set the stage for decades of human rights abuses, 12 December 
2019, https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/IOR4015742019ENGLISH.pdf 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur01/5077/2016/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur01/5342/2017/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol10/4800/2017/en/
https://www.amnesty.nl/actueel/belgium-a-significant-step-on-road-to-recognising-transgender-rights
https://www.amnesty.nl/actueel/belgium-a-significant-step-on-road-to-recognising-transgender-rights
https://www.amnesty.nl/actueel/belgium-a-significant-step-on-road-to-recognising-transgender-rights
https://www.amnesty-international.be/sites/default/files/bijlagen/etnisch_profileren_bij_de_politie._analyse_van_het_juridisch_kader_in_belgie_0.pdf
https://www.amnesty-international.be/sites/default/files/bijlagen/etnisch_profileren_bij_de_politie._analyse_van_het_juridisch_kader_in_belgie_0.pdf
https://www.amnesty-international.be/sites/default/files/bijlagen/etnisch_profileren_bij_de_politie._analyse_van_het_juridisch_kader_in_belgie_0.pdf
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur14/7811/2018/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/POL10/6700/2018/En/
https://www.amnesty.be/IMG/pdf/rapport_profilage_ethnique.pdf
https://www.amnesty-international.be/sites/default/files/bijlagen/ethnic_profiling_executive_summary_en.pdf
https://www.amnesty-international.be/sites/default/files/bijlagen/final_amnesty_international_opmerkingen_commissie_terugkeerbeleid.pdf
https://www.amnesty-international.be/sites/default/files/bijlagen/final_amnesty_international_opmerkingen_commissie_terugkeerbeleid.pdf
https://www.amnesty-international.be/sites/default/files/bijlagen/final_amnesty_international_opmerkingen_commissie_terugkeerbeleid.pdf
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/ior51/9435/2018/en/
https://www.amnesty.be/infos/rapports-annuels/droits-humains-2018/article/la-situation-des-droits-humains-en-belgique-en-2018
https://www.amnesty.be/infos/rapports-annuels/droits-humains-2018/article/la-situation-des-droits-humains-en-belgique-en-2018
https://arms-uae.amnesty.org/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/05/arms-shipment-to-saudi-arabia-flouts-multiple-eu-states-arms-trade-treaty-obligations/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/05/arms-shipment-to-saudi-arabia-flouts-multiple-eu-states-arms-trade-treaty-obligations/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur14/1041/2019/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/ior51/1446/2019/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/IOR4015742019ENGLISH.pdf
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Amnesty International Belgium and SOS Viol. Etude des opinions et des comportements de la population 
belge en matière de violences sexuelles – octobre 2019, March 
2020, https://www.amnesty.be/campagne/droits-femmes/viol/article/sondage-viol-chiffres-2020  
  
Dossier seksueel geweld in België 2020, March 2020, https://www.amnesty-
international.be/sites/default/files/bijlagen/amnesty-international_dossier-seksueel-geweld-in-belgie-
2020_2.pdf  
   
Europe: Human rights in Europe - review of 2019, 16 April 
2020, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur01/2098/2020/en/  
  
Persbericht: Eén maand lockdown – voorlopige balans voor de mensenrechten in België, 18 April 
2020, https://www.amnesty-
international.be/sites/default/files/bijlagen/longread_1_maand_lockdown_0.pdf  
  
Observatoire des armes wallonnes - Walloon arms monitor, 26 May 
2020, https://www.amnesty.be/campagne/pour-controle-ventes-armes/campagne-wallonie-
immorale/walloon-arms-monitor  
  
11.11.11, Amnesty International Belgium, Avocats.be, Beweging.net, Caritas International Belgium, 
CNCD, JRS, Liga voor Mensenrechten, Ligue des droits humains, Minerva, Nansen, Orbit, Plate-Forme 
Mineurs en Exil, Point d’Appui, UNICEF and Vluchtelingenwerk Vlaanderen, Au-delà du retour – A la 
recherche d’une politique digne et durable pour les personnes migrantes en séjour précaire ou irrégulier, 
June 2020, https://www.amnesty.be/IMG/pdf/20200611_fr_au-dela_du_retour.pdf  
    
Europe: Policing the pandemic: Human rights violations in the enforcement of COVID-19 measures in 
Europe, 24 June 2020,   
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur01/2511/2020/en/  

 
Exposed, silenced, attacked: Failures to protect health and essential workers during the COVID-19 

pandemic, 13 July 2020, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol40/2572/2020/en/ 

 
Briefing for WTO Member States on the TRIPS Waiver Proposal for the Prevention, Containment and 
Treatment of COVID-19, 19 November 2020, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/ior40/3365/2020/en/ 

 
A Fair Shot: Ensuring Universal Access to Covid-19 Diagnostics, Treatments and Vaccines, 8 December 
2020, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol30/3409/2020/en/ 
 
Forgotten Behind Bars: COVID-19 and Prisons, 18 March 2021, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol40/3818/2021/en/ 
  

https://www.amnesty.be/campagne/droits-femmes/viol/article/sondage-viol-chiffres-2020
https://www.amnesty-international.be/sites/default/files/bijlagen/amnesty-international_dossier-seksueel-geweld-in-belgie-2020_2.pdf
https://www.amnesty-international.be/sites/default/files/bijlagen/amnesty-international_dossier-seksueel-geweld-in-belgie-2020_2.pdf
https://www.amnesty-international.be/sites/default/files/bijlagen/amnesty-international_dossier-seksueel-geweld-in-belgie-2020_2.pdf
https://www.amnesty-international.be/sites/default/files/bijlagen/longread_1_maand_lockdown_0.pdf
https://www.amnesty-international.be/sites/default/files/bijlagen/longread_1_maand_lockdown_0.pdf
https://www.amnesty.be/campagne/pour-controle-ventes-armes/campagne-wallonie-immorale/walloon-arms-monitor
https://www.amnesty.be/campagne/pour-controle-ventes-armes/campagne-wallonie-immorale/walloon-arms-monitor
https://www.amnesty.be/IMG/pdf/20200611_fr_au-dela_du_retour.pdf
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur01/2511/2020/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol40/2572/2020/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol40/2572/2020/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol40/2572/2020/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/ior40/3365/2020/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol30/3409/2020/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol40/3818/2021/en/
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Recommendations to the government of Denmark 
 
The national human rights framework   
  

▪ Ratify, without making any reservations, the International Convention for the Protection of All 
Persons from Enforced Disappearance, signed on 25 September 2007; implement it fully into 
national law; and recognize the competence of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances to 

receive and consider communications from or on behalf of victims or other states parties.  

▪ Ratify the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant of Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights and opt-in to the inquiry and inter-state procedures. 
  

Discrimination on the basis of ethnicity or religion  
  

▪ Repeal L38 and engage with affected people and residents to devise plans and policies to 
address concerns around unemployment and high levels of crime, in a manner that is non-

discriminatory and compliant with Denmark’s human rights obligations.  

▪ Ensure that any urban regeneration and other programmes that impact housing are non-
discriminatory, uphold the right to adequate housing and do not result in forced evictions, 

homelessness and situations where people are forced to live in inadequate housing.  

▪ Repeal the Act on Policing section 6(a), which authorizes the police, prosecution and the 
judiciary to impose different criminal penalties on residents of different housing areas and 

others going about the area.   

▪ Repeal L219 and amend the Criminal Code lifting the ban on wearing face coverings in public.  

▪ Include ethnicity in data collection systems to ensure adequate monitoring and evaluation of 
the impact of laws and policies on people of different ethnicities, disaggregated by gender, and 

facilitate appropriate measures aiming at equal enjoyment of all human rights.   

▪ Ensure that rejected asylum seekers and immigrants are detained in the prison-like detention 
centre for foreigners ‘Ellebæk’ only when it is strictly necessary to achieve a legitimate 
aim and when it has been established that no alternative will be effective; and only for as 
limited a time as possible. In considering detention, Denmark must take account of individual 
circumstances and those with particular vulnerabilities, including pregnant women, victims of 
trafficking, the elderly, victims of torture or those with serious medical or psychological 

conditions.  

▪ Any form of immigration detention should be implemented in centres with adequate facilities, 
adjusted to the nature of the detention and in conformity with the Council of Europe’s 
Committee on the Prevention of Torture standards. The issues of well-being, hygiene and 
sanitation must be addressed, and the action taken should also meet the requirement that the 
design and layout of the premises should, as far as possible, avoid giving any impression of a 

prison environment such as that currently found in Ellebæk.   

▪ End the use of solitary confinement in Ellebæk as punishment, in line with the UN Basic 
Principles for Treatment of Prisoners. 

 
▪ Refrain from restricting asylum qualification criteria and halt the review of the protection status  

of foreign nationals  - especially Syrian and Somalian nationals - and continue their protection 
until the situation in Syria and Somalia is significantly improved in terms of ensuring protection 
for the population and conditions of safe and voluntary return are met.  
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▪ Ensure decisions about revocation of residence permits are made in accordance with 

international human rights standards and that proper consideration is given to attachment to 
Denmark and with emphasis on durable solutions for refugees.  

 
▪ Reinstate the precautionary principle in the Appeal Board’s assessments in order to ensure that 

refugees who return to their country of origin are not at risk and do not face persecution or 
human rights violations.  
 

Violence against women and girls  
  

▪ Provide regular communication and training to police officers throughout the country on the 
National Police Guidelines and their revisions and independently monitor compliance to 
ensure the rights of survivors of sexual violence are protected and that they are consistently 

treated with respect and care when reporting rape and during the investigation stage.  

▪ Provide appropriate, systematic, mandatory training for the relevant professionals (police and 
other law enforcement officials, prosecutors, judges and victim’s counsel lawyers) working with 
sexual violence survivors in prevention and detection of sexual violence, gender equality and 
intersectional discrimination, rape myths and stereotypes, with a view to preventing secondary 
victimization, and eradicating discriminatory practices and the application of gender stereotypes 

at all stages of the legal process.  

▪ Provide mandatory, comprehensive, age-appropriate, gender-sensitive, evidence-based, and 
grounded in human rights, sexuality and relationships education to pupils and students of all 
genders at all levels of education and outside the education system. It should include education 

about consent, and the rights to sexual autonomy and bodily integrity.   

▪ Introduce a compulsory module on teaching sexuality education as part of all teachers’ 

training.   

Rights of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Inter-Sex persons  
  

▪ Put forward a proposal to introduce sex characteristics, gender identity and gender expression 
as a ground of discrimination in the Danish Act on Non-discrimination, the Danish Act on Equal 
Treatment and relevant anti-discrimination provisions within legislation in the areas of health, 

housing, education and employment, as well as hate crime legislation.    

▪ Develop – in consultation with rightsholders – guidelines at the national level for responding to 
people with variations in sex characteristics that are human rights-focused and include an 
emphasis on postponing non-emergency, invasive and irreversible genital surgery or hormone 
treatment on infants and children with variations in sex characteristics until they are able to 
meaningfully participate in decision making and give their informed consent, in line with the 

principle of evolving capacities of children and adolescents.   

▪ In consultation with individuals with variations in sex characteristics and activists working on 
these issues, develop and provide mandatory training to medical and healthcare professionals 

on gender and bodily diversity, focusing on individuals with variations in sex characteristics.  

Business and Human Rights  
  

▪ Adopt legislation which requires businesses to respect human rights and prevent environmental 

harm across their value chains and business relationships. This legislation should:  
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o Apply to business enterprises of all sizes, independent of sector or location within the 
value chain, domiciled, operating, or offering a product or service in Denmark;  

o Impose an enforceable obligation on business enterprises to respect human rights and 
the environment, including the obligation to carry out due diligence to prevent any 
harm. This includes the duty for business enterprises to take all appropriate measures 
to ensure respect for human rights and the environment within their global value chains 

and by their business relationships;  
o Establish corporate liability for human rights and environmental harm;   
o Ensure access to remedy, and provide authorities with effective instruments to ensure 

enforcement, including sanctions.  
  

Climate and human rights  
  
▪ Continue to support the recognition by the UN of the right to a safe, clean, healthy and 

sustainable environment. 

▪ Support the establishment of the mandate of a UN Special Rapporteur on Human Rights and 
Climate Change  

In compliance with its obligations under human rights law to protect human rights from the adverse 
effects of the climate crisis: 

▪ Substantially increase Denmark’s funding and support for human rights-compliant measures to 
tackle the climate crisis in less wealthy countries and support the establishment of adequate 
mechanisms at international level to mobilize new and additional finances to provide means, 
support and remedy, including compensation, to people and communities, whose rights have 
been negatively affected as the result of loss and damage caused by the climate crisis in 
climate-vulnerable developing countries. In particular, ensure that its contribution to 
international climate finance is additional to Danish development aid and reflects Denmark’s 

fair share and its obligations under the Paris Agreement and human rights law.  

▪ Support the adoption of an ambitious emission reduction target for 2030 in the EU climate law  
which would align the target with the imperative to keep global average temperature increase 
below 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels and with the EU responsibility for and capacity to 
address the climate crisis.  

▪ Building on existing progress, immediately end any remaining fossil fuel subsidies and fossil 
fuels use and production by 2030 or as soon as possible after that, ending production and use 
of the most polluting fossil fuels and forms of production, such as coal and fracking as soon as 
possible and no later than 2030; and immediately developing concrete long-term plans for a 
just and sustainable transition to human rights-consistent renewable energy. 

▪ Ensure climate laws and policies include a commitment to reduce emissions from all sectors, 
including extra-territorial emissions, and to cease overseas fossil-fuel financing. In international 
climate negotiations, reject any multilateral mechanisms for carbon trading that do not lead to 
genuine emission reductions and do not include human rights safeguards. 

▪ Ensure that any COVID-19 response measures facilitate the transition away from fossil fuels and 
towards human rights-consistent renewable energy and a zero-carbon economy and also provide 
for greater social protection and the creation of green and other new jobs that deliver 
sustainable and decent employment for all workers without discrimination of any kind. 

▪ Adopt and implement human rights-consistent adaptation and disaster risk reduction measures 
and policies that will adequately protect people from the foreseeable and unavoidable impacts 
of the climate crisis, including by ensuring that people in need of permanent relocation have 
their rights fully respected, protected and fulfilled throughout the process. 

▪ Ensure access to domestic and international administrative, judicial, legislative or any other 
appropriate means to adjudicate claims of human rights violations resulting from climate 
change or climate-related projects and measures, including when conduct within their 
jurisdiction harms the rights of people outside their borders. 
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▪ Respect, protect and fulfil the right to information, participation and to effective remedies, as 
well as to freedom of expression and assembly, in the design, planning, implementation and 
monitoring of all climate policies, international projects, development aid and climate finance 
programmes, particularly ensuring the participation of marginalized groups.  

.. 

Access to COVID-19 diagnostics, treatment and vaccines  

▪ Fulfil the obligation to international cooperation not only by continuing to support COVAX, 
including by providing additional funding, but also by other forms of global cooperation to 
ensure that COVID-19 health products are accessible to the maximum number of people and 
avoid solely bilateral agreements that would undermine vaccine availability for other states. 

▪ Support C-TAP and promote open and non-exclusive licences for COVID-19 health products that 
include technology transfer, with full public disclosure of all terms and conditions, to ensure 
that the product is available, accessible and affordable to the maximum number of people.  

▪ Make transparency and collaboration with C-TAP a condition of any public funding provided for 
research and development of COVID-19 health products.   

▪ Assess and make any necessary adjustments to intellectual property laws, policies and practices 
to ensure that these do not form a barrier to COVID-19 health products for all people globally. 

• Respect the spirit of the Doha Declaration on the TRIPS Agreement and Public Health (2001) 
by supporting initiatives that increase access to COVID-19 health products, such as the 
proposed WTO TRIPS waiver.   

▪ Ensure national and international criteria to guide the allocation of vaccines are consistent with 
human rights standards, pay attention to the needs of marginalized groups, and reflect the 
WHO’s Equitable Allocation Framework. Civil society should be represented in any national and 
international decision-making processes.  

▪ Provide sufficient development assistance, including through support to international 
mechanisms, to enable lower-income countries to purchase the vaccines they need, and ensure 
that cost is never a barrier to access.  

 
 

Key Amnesty International Documents on Denmark for reference  
 

Report 2015/16: The state of the world's human rights, 23 February 
2016, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol10/2552/2016/en/  
  
First, do no harm: Ensuring the rights of children with variations of sex characteristics in Denmark and 
Germany, 9 May 2017, p. 11, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur01/6086/2017/en/ 
 
“Give us respect and justice!” Overcoming barriers for women rape survivors in Denmark, 
www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur18/9784/2019/en 
 
Report 2017/18: The state of the world's human rights, 22 February 
2018, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/POL10/6700/2018/En/  
 
Amnesty International: Recommendations ahead of COP24 of the Climate Change Convention, 23 
November 2018, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/ior51/9435/2018/en/ 
 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol10/2552/2016/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur01/6086/2017/en/
http://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur18/9784/2019/en
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/POL10/6700/2018/En/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/ior51/9435/2018/en/
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Recommendations to States on Steps to Protect Human Rights at the 25th Conference of the Parties of 
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 2-13 December 2019, 25 November 
2019, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/ior51/1446/2019/en/ 
 
COP 25: States poised to set the stage for decades of human rights abuses, 12 December 
2019, https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/IOR4015742019ENGLISH.pdf 
 
Europe: Human rights in Europe - review of 2019, 16 April 
2020, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur01/2098/2020/en/  
 

Europe: Policing the pandemic: Human rights violations in the enforcement of COVID-19 measures in 
Europe, 24 June 2020,   
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur01/2511/2020/en/  
 
Briefing for WTO Member States on the TRIPS Waiver Proposal for the Prevention, Containment and 
Treatment of COVID-19, 19 November 2020, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/ior40/3365/2020/en/ 
 
A Fair Shot: Ensuring Universal Access to Covid-19 Diagnostics, Treatments and Vaccines, 8 December 
2020, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol30/3409/2020/en/ 
 

  

https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/ior51/1446/2019/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/IOR4015742019ENGLISH.pdf
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur01/2511/2020/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/ior40/3365/2020/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol30/3409/2020/en/
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Recommendations to the government of Mozambique 
 
National Human Rights Framework  

▪ Provide adequate funding and other necessary support to National Human Rights Commission 
so that it can effectively and independently carry out its mandate to monitor the human rights 

conditions in the country.  
 
Pandemic Response Measures  

▪ Ensure that the social security infrastructure is sufficiently resourced to guarantee the right to 

an adequate standard of living for all and including protection from hunger.   
 

▪ Ensure that prevention of, and protection from, gender-based and domestic violence is an 
integral part of national responses to pandemics and other emergencies, including by collection 
of disaggregated data in order to identify and prioritise supporting women and girls at greatest 

risk of different types of gender-based violence.  
 
Protection of human rights during conflict and crisis   

▪ Provide humanitarian assistance, including food, housing, education and health services to the 

growing number of internally displaced people in the northern region.  
 

▪ Facilitate increased human rights monitoring, media and humanitarian access to Cabo Delgado, 
and ensure all displaced persons are not deprived of their rights, such as adequate housing and 
education for children. 

 
Freedom of Expression  

▪ Undertake prompt, thorough, impartial, independent and transparent investigations into all 
cases of attacks, harassment, intimidation, and forced disappearance of journalists, academics, 
researchers, religious clerics and human rights defenders and bring all those suspected of 

responsibility to justice in fair trials.  

▪ End the current climate of intimidation, harassment, and arbitrary arrests and detentions, 
forced disappearances of journalists, human rights defenders, activists and all those simply 

exercising their human rights and expressing their views on issues of public concern.  

▪ Fully and effectively respect and protect human rights including the rights to freedom of 

expression, access to information, and media freedom.  
 
Accountability and justice   

▪ Carry out prompt, impartial, thorough and effective investigations into all allegations of human 
rights violations and war crimes, including extrajudicial executions or unlawful killings, by the 
security forces and private military companies and ensure that the suspected perpetrators are 
brought to justice in fair trials before ordinary civilian courts.  

▪ Ensure full reparation, including fair and adequate compensation, in cases of extrajudicial 

executions or unlawful killings by the police, for the relatives of the victims.  
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Rights of refugees and asylum seekers  
  

▪ Protect all migrants, asylum seekers and refugees from violence without discrimination based 
on their migration status and bring those suspected to be responsible for such violence to 

justice in fair trials.  
 

▪ Stop the practice of arbitrary arrests and forcible return of refugees and without due process 

and respect the principle of non-refoulment.  
 

▪ Withdraw reservations to the 1951 Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees.  
  

Business and human rights  

▪ Put in place and enforce laws and regulations to ensure that land concessions for mining are 

granted in a way that respects the human rights of affected communities.  

▪ Conduct a nation-wide audit in all communities affected by mining to assess to what extent 
mining companies are complying with their responsibilities under national law and international 

standards on business and human rights and make the results of the inquiry public.  

▪ Strengthen the monitoring and law enforcement mechanisms that protect the environment and 
rights of communities affected by mining because, at present, monitors and inspectors lack 
resources to monitor and inspect business operations to assess their impact on the environment 

and human rights.  

▪ Develop business and human rights legislation requiring companies operating in Mozambique to 

undertake human rights due diligence in their operations and report on the steps taken.  

▪ Ensure that the residents of Nagonha have access to effective remedies and reparation. 
Reparation must include, among other things, adequate compensation for the damage caused 
by the loss of their livelihoods and housing, and restitution of the ecological services of the 
wetland including drinking water, grazing land, medicinal plants, lagoons for fishing and 

recreational swimming.  

Access to COVID-19 diagnostics, treatment and vaccines  

▪ Continue to support C-TAP and promote open and non-exclusive licences for COVID-19 health 
products that include technology transfer, with full public disclosure of all terms and conditions, 
to ensure that the product is available, accessible and affordable to the maximum number of 
people.  

▪ Assess and make any necessary adjustments to intellectual property laws, policies and practices 
to ensure that these do not form a barrier to COVID-19 health products. 

▪ Ensure national and international criteria to guide the allocation of vaccines are consistent with 
human rights standards, pay attention to the needs of marginalized groups, and reflect the 
WHO’s Equitable Allocation Framework. Civil society should be represented in any national and 
international decision-making processes.  

Climate Crisis and Human Rights 
 
▪ Support the recognition by the UN of the right to a safe, clean, healthy and sustainable 

environment. 
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▪ Support the establishment of the mandate of a UN Special Rapporteur on Human Rights and 
Climate Change. 

In compliance with its obligations under human rights law to protect human rights from the adverse 
effects of the climate crisis: 

▪ Adopt and implement human rights-consistent adaptation and disaster risk reduction measures 
that allow to adequately protect people from the foreseeable and unavoidable impacts of the 
climate crisis. 

▪ Adopt ambitious new Nationally Determined Contribution and a mid-century strategy which will 
align Mozambique’s emissions reduction targets for 2030 and 2050 with the imperative to keep 
global average temperature increase below 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels, including clear 
timelines to phase out use and production of all fossil fuels as soon as possible and by 2050 at 
the latest. 

▪ Immediately develop concrete long-term plans for a just and sustainable transition to human 
rights-consistent renewable energy, ensuring that affordable renewable energy is available to all.  

▪ Identify Mozambique’s exact needs in terms of technology transfer and financial resources 
needed from wealthier countries to complement its emissions reduction, adaptation efforts and 
for loss and damage in a manner that fully protects human rights in the face of the climate 
crisis.  

▪ Respect, protect and fulfil the right to information, participation and to effective remedies, as 
well as to freedom of expression and assembly, in the design, planning, implementation and 
monitoring of all climate policies and strategies, particularly ensuring the participation of 
marginalized groups. 
  

International human rights law and standards 

 
▪ Promptly ratify, without making any reservations, the International Convention for the Protection 

of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, signed on 24 December 2008, and implement it 
into national law. Recognize the competence of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances to 
receive and consider communications from or on behalf of victims or other states parties.  

▪ Promptly accede to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and its 
Optional Protocol, without making any reservation, fully implement them into domestic law and 
opt in to the inquiry and inter-state procedures. 

▪ Promptly accede to the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights.  

▪ Promptly ratify the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, signed on 28 December 
2000, and implement it into national law. 

 
Key Amnesty International Documents on Mozambique for reference  
 

Annual Report 2016/2017, Entry on Mozambique pp. 261-263, 22 February 

2017, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol10/4800/2017/en/  
 

Annual Report 2017/2018, Entry on Mozambique, pp. 268-269, 22 February 
2018, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/POL10/6700/2018/En/   
 

Mozambique: "Our lives mean nothing": The Human Cost of Chinese Mining in Nagonha, 

Mozambique, 28 March 2018, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr41/7851/2018/en/  

https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol10/4800/2017/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/POL1067002018ENGLISH.PDF
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/POL10/6700/2018/En/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr41/7851/2018/en/
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Amnesty International: Recommendations ahead of COP24 of the Climate Change Convention, 23 
November 2018, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/ior51/9435/2018/en/ 
 
Mozambique: Annual Report 2019, https://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/africa/mozambique/report-
mozambique/019 

Mozambique: Turn the Page: Human Rights Manifesto for Mozambican Political Parties and Candidates, 

October 2019 Election, 17 September 

2019, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr41/1019/2019/en/  

Joint Statement: Civil Society Calls for the Unconditional and Immediate Release of the Gaza18 Election 
Party Delegates, 25 November 2019,  

https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/AFR4114272019ENGLISH.pdf  
 

Recommendations to States on Steps to Protect Human Rights at the 25th Conference of the Parties of 
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 2-13 December 2019, 25 November 
2019, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/ior51/1446/2019/en/ 
 
COP 25: States poised to set the stage for decades of human rights abuses, 12 December 
2019, https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/IOR4015742019ENGLISH.pdf 
 

Media Freedom in Ashes: Repression of Freedom of Expression in Mozambique, 31 August 
2020, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr41/2947/2020/en/  
 
Briefing for WTO Member States on the TRIPS Waiver Proposal for the Prevention, Containment and 
Treatment of COVID-19, 19 November 2020, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/ior40/3365/2020/en/ 
 
A Fair Shot: Ensuring Universal Access to Covid-19 Diagnostics, Treatments and Vaccines, 8 December 
2020, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol30/3409/2020/en/ 
 
Forgotten Behind Bars: COVID-19 and Prisons, 18 March 2021, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol40/3818/2021/en/ 

  

https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/ior51/9435/2018/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/africa/mozambique/report-mozambique/019
https://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/africa/mozambique/report-mozambique/019
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr41/1019/2019/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/AFR4114272019ENGLISH.pdf
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/ior51/1446/2019/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/IOR4015742019ENGLISH.pdf
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr41/2947/2020/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/ior40/3365/2020/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol30/3409/2020/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol40/3818/2021/en/
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Recommendations to the government of Paraguay  
 

 
Discrimination 

 
▪ Adopt a law against all forms of discrimination, including based on sexual orientation and 

gender identity.  
 

▪ To revoke the declarations of municipalities, cities and state bodies as "pro-life/pro-family" since 
they are subsequently used to deny rights to the LGTBI collective 

 
Women 

▪ Approve a protocol against sexual harassment in public and private universities. 
 

▪ Adequately instruct justice officials on the investigation of harassment. 
 
▪ Adequately instruct justice officials on the investigation of sexual harassment and gender 

violence.  

 
Girls, sexual and reproductive rights 

 
▪ Ensure the protection of sexual and reproductive rights, including access to health services and 

contraceptives. 
 

▪ Repeal MEC resolutions 29664 and 1761, which prohibit the teaching of gender equality and 
the guide for teachers on comprehensive sexuality education.  

 
Indigenous peoples 

 
▪ Fully comply with the rulings of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, in particular 

ensuring the complete construction of a road for the Yakye Axa people to access their land. 
 

▪ Annul the judicial claim to evict Tekoha Sauce from their lands and issue any resolution to 
restore their territory.  
 

▪ Adopt an effective mechanism for indigenous territorial restitution.  

 
Human rights defenders 
 
▪ Adopt all necessary measures to prevent and stop the criminalization of human rights defenders.   

 
▪ Publicly recognize the work of human rights defenders as legitimate and essential for democracy 

and human rights. 
 

▪ Adopt a specific mechanism for the protection of human rights defenders 
 
Access to justice 

▪ Establish an independent commission to investigate the Curuguaty Massacre.  
 
Restriction of rights in the context of COVID-19 

▪ Refrain from using the armed forces to enforce confinement measures or operate state-run 
quarantine facilities. If the armed forces are deployed to assist in the emergency response, their 
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involvement should be exceptional and time-bound, based on clearly articulated needs, and they 
should be under civilian command, control and supervision.  
 

▪ Avoid placing persons in state-run quarantine centres unless adequate conditions can be 
provided, including adequate food, water, space and medical care, as well as infection 
prevention and control measures. Without these conditions, quarantine facilities could become 
spaces for disease transmission and be counterproductive. 
 

▪ Promptly, thoroughly and impartially investigate any allegations of arbitrary detention, torture or 
ill-treatment, ensuring that any suspects are brought to justice.  
 

▪ Carry out a comprehensive and culturally relevant approach with Indigenous Peoples and include 
them in the development of response plans to COVID.  
 

▪ Fully investigate allegations of torture and ill-treatment and bring those responsible to justice. 

Access to COVID-19 diagnostics, treatment and vaccines  

▪ Continue to support C-TAP and promote open and non-exclusive licences for COVID-19 health 
products that include technology transfer, with full public disclosure of all terms and conditions, 
to ensure that the product is available, accessible and affordable to the maximum number of 
people.  

▪ Assess and make any necessary adjustments to intellectual property laws, policies and practices 
to ensure that these do not form a barrier to COVID-19 health products for all people globally. 

• Respect the spirit of the Doha Declaration on the TRIPS Agreement and Public Health (2001) 
by supporting initiatives that increase access to COVID-19 health products, such as the 
proposed WTO TRIPS waiver.   

▪ Ensure national and international criteria to guide the allocation of vaccines are consistent with 
human rights standards, pay attention to the needs of marginalized groups, and reflect the 
WHO’s Equitable Allocation Framework. Civil society should be represented in any national and 
international decision-making processes.  

Climate Crisis and Human Rights 

▪ Support the recognition by the UN of the right to a safe, clean, healthy and sustainable 
environment. 

▪ Support the establishment of the mandate of a UN Special Rapporteur on Human Rights and 
Climate Change. 

In compliance with its obligations under human rights law to protect human rights from the adverse 
effects of the climate crisis: 

▪ Adopt and implement human rights-consistent adaptation and disaster risk reduction measures 
that allow to adequately protect people from the foreseeable and unavoidable impacts of the 
climate crisis. 

▪ Adopt ambitious new Nationally Determined Contribution and a mid-century strategy which will 
align Paraguay’s emissions reduction targets for 2030 and 2050 with the imperative to keep 
global average temperature increase below 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels, including clear 
timelines to phase out use of all fossil fuels as soon as possible and by 2050 at the latest. 

▪ Immediately develop concrete long-term plans for a just and sustainable transition to human 
rights-consistent renewable energy, ensuring that affordable renewable energy is available to all. 



Suggested recommendations to States under review in the 38th session of the UPR Working Group, 3-14 May 2021 

 

Index: IOR 40/3940/2021  March 2021  19 

▪ Establish regulations and policy measures to ensure that businesses reduce emissions across 
their operations and value chains as soon as possible and by at least 45% by 2030 compared to 
2010 levels and to zero before 2050, in line with the scientific findings of the IPCC. 

▪ Ensure that any COVID-19 response measures facilitate the transition away from fossil fuels and 
towards human rights-consistent renewable energy and a zero-carbon economy and also provide 
for greater social protection and the creation of green and other new jobs that deliver sustainable 
and decent employment for all workers without discrimination of any kind. 

▪ Identify Paraguay’s exact needs in terms of technology transfer and financial resources needed 
from wealthier countries to complement its emissions reduction, adaptation efforts and loss and 
damage in a manner that fully protects human rights in the face of the climate crisis.  

▪ Respect, protect and fulfil the right to information, participation and to effective remedies, as 
well as to freedom of expression and assembly, in the design, planning, implementation and 
monitoring of all climate policies and strategies, particularly ensuring the participation of 
marginalized groups  

International human rights law 

 
▪ Ratify the Optional Protocol to the ICESCR and opt in to the inquiry and inter-state procedures. 

 
▪ Ratify the Regional Agreement on Access to Information, Public Participation and Access to 

Justice in Environmental Matters in Latin America and the Caribbean 
 

 
Key Amnesty International Documents on Paraguay for reference  

 
Annual Report: Paraguay 2015/16, https://amnesty.org.py/informe-anual-201516/ 
 
Ley #porellas, un avance en la ampliación de derechos de las mujeres y niñas, 30 December 2016, 
https://amnesty.org.py/ley-porellas-un-avance-en-la-ampliacion-de-derechos-de-las-mujeres-y-ninas/ 

 

Informe regional sobre violencia contra las mujeres, 7 March 2016, https://amnesty.org.py/ley-porellas-
un-avance-en-la-ampliacion-de-derechos-de-las-mujeres-y-ninas/ 

 

Solidaridad para Rosalía Amarilla y Eulalia Duarte, 16 May 2016, https://amnesty.org.py/solidaridad-
para-rosalia-amarilla-y-eulalia-duarte-noestansolxs/ 

 
Amnesty International Report 2016/17: The State of the World’s Human Rights – Paraguay, 22 February 
2017, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol10/4800/2017/en/ 
 
Un muerto durante manifestaciones en Paraguay, 1 April 2017, https://amnesty.org.py/un-muerto-y-
cientos-de-detenidos-en-paraguay/ 
 

Completo informe antropológico de comunidad indígena que fue desalojada, 20 December 2017, 
http://amnesty.org.py/completo-informe-antropologico-de-comunidad-indigena-que-fue-desalojada/ 

 

Amnesty International Report 2017/18: The State of the World's Human Rights – Paraguay, 22 February 
2018, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/POL10/6700/2018/En/ 

 

Aclaratoria de Amnistía Internacional Paraguay sobre comentarios de Defensora General, 2 March 2018, 
https://amnesty.org.py/aclaratoria-de-amnistia-internacional-paraguay-sobre-comentarios-de-defensora-
general/  

 

https://amnesty.org.py/informe-anual-201516/
https://amnesty.org.py/ley-porellas-un-avance-en-la-ampliacion-de-derechos-de-las-mujeres-y-ninas/
https://amnesty.org.py/ley-porellas-un-avance-en-la-ampliacion-de-derechos-de-las-mujeres-y-ninas/
https://amnesty.org.py/ley-porellas-un-avance-en-la-ampliacion-de-derechos-de-las-mujeres-y-ninas/
https://amnesty.org.py/solidaridad-para-rosalia-amarilla-y-eulalia-duarte-noestansolxs/
https://amnesty.org.py/solidaridad-para-rosalia-amarilla-y-eulalia-duarte-noestansolxs/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol10/4800/2017/en/
https://amnesty.org.py/un-muerto-y-cientos-de-detenidos-en-paraguay/
https://amnesty.org.py/un-muerto-y-cientos-de-detenidos-en-paraguay/
http://amnesty.org.py/completo-informe-antropologico-de-comunidad-indigena-que-fue-desalojada/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/POL10/6700/2018/En/
https://amnesty.org.py/aclaratoria-de-amnistia-internacional-paraguay-sobre-comentarios-de-defensora-general/
https://amnesty.org.py/aclaratoria-de-amnistia-internacional-paraguay-sobre-comentarios-de-defensora-general/
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Paraguay: Carta abierta a los Candidatos a la Presidencia, 2 April 2018,  

https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/AMR4581322018SPANISH.pdf 

 

Americas: A Recipe for Criminalization: Defenders of The Environment, Territory and Land in Peru and 
Paraguay, 26 April 2018, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/amr01/8158/2018/en/ 

 

Paraguay: Absolución de campesinos acusados por el caso Curuguaty es una victoria para los derechos 
humanos, 27 July 2018, https://amnesty.org.py/paraguay-absolucion-de-campesinos-acusados-por-el-
caso-curuguaty-es-una-victoria-para-los-derechos-humanos/  
 
Amnesty International: Recommendations ahead of COP24 of the Climate Change Convention, 23 
November 2018, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/ior51/9435/2018/en/ 
 
Paraguay: Juicio contra joven por protestar cuando aún era adolescente es un uso abusivo del sistema de 
justicia y criminaliza el activismo, 31 July 2019, https://amnesty.org.py/paraguay-juicio-contra-joven-
por-protestar-cuando-aun-era-adolescente-es-un-uso-abusivo-del-sistema-de-justicia-y-criminaliza-el-
activismo/ 

 
Paraguay: Preocupación por sentencia contra juez de Caso Curuguaty, 22 August 2019, 
https://amnesty.org.py/paraguay-preocupacion-por-sentencia-contra-juez-de-caso-curuguaty/ 
 

Paraguay: a justicia debe atender con debida diligencia las denuncias por acoso sexual, 18 September 
2019, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/amr45/1043/2019/en/ 

 

Paraguay: Amnistía Internacional promueve inconstitucionalidad de resoluciones discriminatorias contra 
personas LGBT, 14 October 2019,  https://amnesty.org.py/paraguay-amnistia-internacional-promueve-
inconstitucionalidad-de-resoluciones-discriminatorias-contra-personas-lgbti/ 

 

Challenging power, fighting discrimination: A call to action to recognise and protect women human rights 
defenders, 29 November 2019, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/act30/1139/2019/en/ 
 

Urgente: Ataque a activistas de derechos humanos, 29 September 2019, https://amnesty.org.py/urgente-
ataque-a-activistas-de-derechos-humanos/ 

 
Recommendations to States on Steps to Protect Human Rights at the 25th Conference of the Parties of 
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 2-13 December 2019, 25 November 
2019, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/ior51/1446/2019/en/ 
 
COP 25: States poised to set the stage for decades of human rights abuses, 12 December 
2019, https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/IOR4015742019ENGLISH.pdf 
 

10 de diciembre – día internacional de los derechos humanos: Amnistía Internacional Paraguay  

manifiesta preocupación sobre pocos avances en la materia, https://amnesty.org.py/10-de-diciembre-dia-
internacional-de-los-derechos-humanos-amnistia-internacional-paraguay-manifiesta-preocupacion-sobre-
pocos-avances-en-la-materia/  

 

Amnistía Internacional en Paraguay entregará reconocimientos a la defensa de los dd.hh., a la labor 
periodística y al activismo destacado, 19 November 2019,  https://amnesty.org.py/amnistia-
internacional-en-paraguay-entregara-reconocimientos-a-la-defensa-de-los-dd-hh-a-la-labor-periodistica-y-
al-activismo-destacado-2019/ 

 

Paraguay y COVID 19: Pueblos indígenas entre el hambre, el riesgo y la indiferencia, 19 April 2020, 
https://amnesty.org.py/paraguay-y-covid-19-pueblos-indigenas-entre-el-hambre-el-riesgo-y-la-
indiferencia/ 
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Américas: Las autoridades deben proteger a la población del covid-19 en lugar de recurrir a medidas 
represivas, 16 May 2020, https://amnesty.org.py/americas-las-autoridades-deben-proteger-a-la-
poblacion-del-covid-19-en-lugar-de-recurrir-a-medidas-represivas/ 

 

Americas: The Cost of Curing: Health workers' rights in the Americas during COVID-19 and beyond, 19 
May 2020, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/amr01/2311/2020/en/ 

 

Americas: When Protection Becomes Repression: Mandatory quarantines under COVID-19 in the 
Americas,  21 September 2020, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/amr01/2991/2020/en/ 

 

Health workers silenced, exposed and attacked, 13 July 2020, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol40/2572/2020/en/ 

 

Briefing for WTO Member States on the TRIPS Waiver Proposal for the Prevention, Containment and 
Treatment of COVID-19, 19 November 2020, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/ior40/3365/2020/en/ 

 
A Fair Shot: Ensuring Universal Access to Covid-19 Diagnostics, Treatments and Vaccines, 8 December 
2020, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol30/3409/2020/en/ 
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Recommendations to the government of Sierra Leone  
 
Freedom of expression and right to liberty   
 

▪ Uphold the right to freedom of expression, including by ending arbitrary arrests of journalists 
and human rights defenders. 

 
▪ Ensure that the implementation of the new media law complies with international human rights 

standards including the right to freedom of expression.   
 
Freedom of Peaceful Assembly 
 
▪ Fully respect the right to peaceful assembly, including for human rights defender, and repeal or 

expunge Part III of the Public Order Act 1965 dealing with Processions. 
 

Police Use of Excessive Force 

 

▪ Ensure prompt, independent, impartial, transparent and effective investigations into allegations 
of excessive use of force by law enforcement agents and bring to justice anyone suspected to be 
responsible for violations in fair trials before ordinary civilian courts.  

 
▪ Amend Section 16(2) of the current Constitution (1991) to ensure that it does not provide for the 

use of lethal force beyond what is permitted by international human rights law, notably the UN 
Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials. 
 

▪ Ensure that all police officers are aware of and abide by international human rights standards on 
police use of force, including the UN Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law 
Enforcement Officials and the UN Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials. 

Death penalty and Conditions in Detention 

 
▪ Take steps to abolish the death penalty, and pending this, adopt an official moratorium on the 

use of the death penalty.  
 

▪ Enact new prison regulations in line with international human rights standards, such as the UN 
Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners and the Standard Minimum Rules for the 
Treatment of Female Prisoners. 
 

▪ Encourage the consideration of alternatives to detention, taking into account the UN Standard 
Minimum Rules for Non-custodial Measures (the Tokyo Rules). 
 

▪ Expedite the enactment of the Criminal Procedure Bill and ensure its provisions are in line with 
international standards. 
 

▪ Take immediate steps to implement the Ouagadougou Declaration and Plan of Action on 
Accelerating Prisons and Penal Reforms in Africa, in particular the recommendation to 
decriminalize minor offences such as loitering and failure to pay debts, and to provide alternatives 
to penal prosecution. 
 

▪ Take immediate steps to implement the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights 
Guidelines on the Conditions of Arrest, Police Custody and Pre-Trial Detention in Africa. 

Women and Girls’ Human Rights 

 

▪ Expedite the enactment of the Gender Equality Bill. 
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▪ Guarantee access for victims of sexual violence to post-rape healthcare services in line with 
international human rights standards, including by removing cost and other barriers to access to 
emergency contraception, HIV and STI prophylaxis, and safe and legal abortion services. 

 
▪ Fully implement, including by providing adequate resources, the Amended Sexual Offences Act 

2019. 
 
▪ Fully implement the 12 December 2019 ECOWAS decision, including the integration of pregnant 

girls in schools and sexual and reproductive health education.    
 

Right to Health and Working Conditions for Health Workers 

▪ Uphold the human rights of healthcare workers and service providers, including those involved in 
the COVID-19 response, by ensuring the provision of adequate personal protection equipment and 
safe working conditions. 

▪ Work with development partners to rebuild and strengthen healthcare systems and public health 
information. 

Climate Crisis and Human Rights 

▪ Support the recognition by the UN of the right to a safe, clean, healthy and sustainable 
environment. 

▪ Support the establishment of the mandate of a UN Special Rapporteur on Human Rights and 
Climate Change. 

In compliance with its obligations under human rights law to protect human rights from the adverse 
effects of the climate crisis: 

▪ Adopt and implement human rights-consistent adaptation and disaster risk reduction measures 
that allow to adequately protect people from the foreseeable and unavoidable impacts of the 
climate crisis. 

▪ Adopt ambitious new Nationally Determined Contribution and a mid-century strategy which will 
align Sierra Leone’s emissions reduction targets for 2030 and 2050 with the imperative to keep 
global average temperature increase below 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels, including clear 
timelines to phase out use of all fossil fuels as soon as possible and by 2050 at the latest. 

▪ Immediately develop concrete long-term plans for a just and sustainable transition to human 
rights-consistent renewable energy, ensuring that affordable renewable energy is available to all;  

▪ Establish regulations and policy measures to ensure that businesses reduce emissions across 
their operations and value chains as soon as possible and by at least 45% by 2030 compared to 
2010 levels and to zero before 2050, in line with the scientific findings of the IPCC. 

▪ Ensure that any COVID-19 response measures facilitate the transition away from fossil fuels and 
towards human rights-consistent renewable energy and a zero-carbon economy and also provide 
for greater social protection and the creation of green and other new jobs that deliver sustainable 
and decent employment for all workers without discrimination of any kind. 

▪ Ensure the shift towards a zero-carbon economy and a more resilient society: 

o addresses systemic inequalities, combats discrimination, and promotes gender, class, 
racial, disability and intergenerational justice;  

o ensures a just transition for workers and communities impacted by the shift from a fossil 
fuel economy;  

o respects, protects and fulfils human rights.  
 

▪ Identify Sierra Leone’s exact needs in terms of technology transfer and financial resources 
needed from wealthier countries to complement its emissions reduction, adaptation efforts and 
loss and damage in a manner that fully protects human rights in the face of the climate crisis.  
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▪ Respect, protect and fulfil the right to information, participation and to effective remedies, as 
well as to freedom of expression and assembly, in the design, planning, implementation and 
monitoring of all climate policies and strategies, particularly ensuring the participation of 
marginalized groups. 

Access to COVID-19 diagnostics, treatment and vaccines  

▪ Support C-TAP and promote open and non-exclusive licences for COVID-19 health products that 
include technology transfer, with full public disclosure of all terms and conditions, to ensure 
that the product is available, accessible and affordable to the maximum number of people.  

▪ Assess and make any necessary adjustments to intellectual property laws, policies and practices 
to ensure that these do not form a barrier to COVID-19 health products. 

▪ Ensure national and international criteria to guide the allocation of vaccines are consistent with 
human rights standards, pay attention to the needs of marginalized groups, and reflect the 
WHO’s Equitable Allocation Framework. Civil society should be represented in any national and 
international decision-making processes.  

National Human Rights Framework 

▪ Ratify, without making any reservations, the International Convention for the Protection of All 
Persons from Enforced Disappearance, signed on 6 February 2007, and implement it fully into 
national law. Recognize the competence of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances to 

receive and consider communications from or on behalf of victims or other states parties.  

▪ Ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Discrimination against 
Women and the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or 
Degrading Treatment or Punishment. 
 

• Ratify the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights and opt in to the inquiry and inter-state procedures. 

▪  
▪ Ratify, without making any reservations, the Second Optional Protocol to the International 

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the abolition of the death penalty. 
 

▪ Ratify the Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights on the Establishment of 
an African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights and make a declaration that would allow direct 
access of individuals and NGOs to the court. 
 

▪ Ensure that any new Constitution complies with international human rights treaties to which Sierra 
Leone is a state party. 

 

 
Key Amnesty International Documents on Sierra Leone for reference 
 
Forgotten Behind Bars: COVID-19 and Prisons, 18 March 2021, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol40/3818/2021/en/ 
 
A Fair Shot: Ensuring Universal Access to Covid-19 Diagnostics, Treatments and Vaccines, 8 December 
2020, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol30/3409/2020/en/ 
 
Briefing for WTO Member States on the TRIPS Waiver Proposal for the Prevention, Containment and 
Treatment of COVID-19, 19 November 2020, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/ior40/3365/2020/en/ 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol40/3818/2021/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol30/3409/2020/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/ior40/3365/2020/en/
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Exposed, silenced, attacked: failure to protect health and essential workers during the COVID-19 
pandemic, 13 July 2020, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol40/2572/2020/en/ 
 
Sierra Leone: Rape and murder of child must be catalyst for real change, 23 June 2020, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/06/sierra-leone-rape-and-murder-of-child-must-be-catalyst-
for-real-change/ 
 
Six months of human rights wins worth celebrating, 1 June 2020 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/06/six-months-of-human-rights-wins-worth-celebrating/ 
 
Sierra Leone: authorities must immediately disclose whereabouts of detained former minister and two 
others, 12 May 2020, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr51/2313/2020/en/ 
 
Sierra Leone: Reasons underlying prison riot amid COVID-19 case must be investigated, 30 April 2020, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/04/sierra-leone-reasons-underlying-prison-riot-amid/ 
 
Sub-Saharan Africa must protect lives by abolishing the death penalty, 21 April 2020, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/04/sub-saharan-africa-must-protect-lives-by-abolishing-
the-death-penalty/ 
 
Protect detainees in Sub-Saharan Africa against COVID-19, 20 April 2020, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/get-involved/take-action/authorities-in-africa-must-protect-detainees-against-
covid-19/ 
 
Sierra Leone: discriminatory ban on pregnant girls attending schools is lifted, 30 March 2020, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/03/sierra-leone-discriminatory-ban-on-pregnant-girls/ 
 
International Women’s Day: Pregnant school girls in Sierra Leone need the chance to fulfil their dreams, 
9 March 2020, https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/campaigns/2020/03/pregnant-school-girls-in-sierra-
leone-need-the-chance/ 
 
Sierra Leone: Regional court ruling gives hope to thousands of pregnant girls banned from school,12 
December 2019, https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/12/sierra-leone-regional-court-ruling-
gives-hope/ 
 
COP 25: States poised to set the stage for decades of human rights abuses, 12 December 
2019, https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/IOR4015742019ENGLISH.pdf 
 
Recommendations to States on Steps to Protect Human Rights at the 25th Conference of the Parties of 
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 2-13 December 2019, 25 November 
2019, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/ior51/1446/2019/en/ 
 
Sierra Leone: government reinforces discriminatory policy of excluding pregnant girls from school, 
jeopardizing right to education of hundreds, 16 October 2019, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/10/sierra-leone-government-reinforces-discriminatory-
policy-of-excluding-pregnant-girls/ 
 
Sierra Leone: Amnesty International joins legal challenge against government ban on pregnant girls 
attending school, 26 June 2019, https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/06/sierra-leone-amnesty-
international-joins-legal-challenge-against-government-ban-on-pregnant-girls-attending-school/ 
 
Sierra Leone: Amicus curiae brief to the Community Court of Justice of the Economic Community of 
West African States (ECOWAS), 25 June 2019, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr51/0600/2019/en/ 
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Amnesty International: Recommendations ahead of COP24 of the Climate Change Convention, 23 
November 2018, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/ior51/9435/2018/en/ 
 
Sierra Leone: Families of Police Killing Victims Renew Calls for Justice, 16 August 2018, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/campaigns/2018/08/sierraleone-families-police-killing-victimsrenew-
calls-justice/ 
 
Sierra Leone: New government must prioritize ending police crackdowns on peaceful protesters, 3 July 
2018, https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2018/07/sierra-leone-new-government-must-prioritize-
ending-police-crackdowns/ 
 
Sierra Leone: a force for good? restrictions on peaceful assembly and impunity for excessive use of force 
by the Sierra Leone police, 3 July 2018, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr51/8590/2018/en/ 
 
Sierra Leone: is Sierra Leone’s police truly a force for Good, 3 July 2018, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr51/8621/2018/en/ 
 
Sierra Leone Avoid use of excessive force in the lead-up to elections and protect civic space, 31 January 
2018, https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2018/01/sierra-leone-avoid-use-of-excessive-force-in-the-
leadup-to-elections-and-protect-civic-space/ 
 
Sierra Leone: Election candidates should make human rights pledge, 13 December 2017, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/12/sierra-leone-election-candidates-should-make-human-
rights-pledge/ 
 
Sierra Leone: Civic space manifesto for Sierra Leone, 13 December 2017, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr51/7593/2017/en/ 
 
Sierra Leone: Housing and environmental failures behind shocking scale of mudslide deaths, 17 August 
2017, https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/08/sierra-leone-housing-and-environmental-failures-
behind-shocking-scale-of-mudslide-deaths/ 
 
Sierra Leone: One dead, two seriously injured as security forces open fire on protesting students, 23 
March 2017, https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/03/sierra-leone-one-dead-two-seriously-
injured-as-security-forces-open-fire-on-protesting-students/ 
 
Sierra Leone: Continued pregnancy ban in schools and failure to protect rights is threatening teenage 
girls’ futures, 8 November 2016, https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2016/11/sierra-leone-
continued-pregnancy-ban-in-schools-and-failure-to-protect-rights-is-threatening-teenage-girls-futures/ 
 
Advocacy toolkit on abolition of the death penalty in West Africa, 1 September, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/act50/4209/2016/en/ 
 
Sierra Leone: Amnesty International submission to the Committee on the Rights of the Child, 15 August 
2016, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr51/4583/2016/en/ 
 
Sierra Leone must protect and promote women and girls’ human rights, including to education and 
physical integrity, 29 June 2016 (Index: AFR 51/4353/2016), 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr51/4353/2016/en/ 
 
Sierra Leone: Shamed and blamed: pregnant girls in Sierra Leone deserve a better future too, 5 February 
2016, https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/AFR5126952015ENGLISH.PDF 
 
Sierra Leone: Sign bill allowing safe abortions, 4 February 2016, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2016/02/sierra-leone-sign-bill-allowing-safe-abortions/ 
 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/ior51/9435/2018/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/campaigns/2018/08/sierraleone-families-police-killing-victimsrenew-calls-justice/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/campaigns/2018/08/sierraleone-families-police-killing-victimsrenew-calls-justice/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2018/07/sierra-leone-new-government-must-prioritize-ending-police-crackdowns/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2018/07/sierra-leone-new-government-must-prioritize-ending-police-crackdowns/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr51/8590/2018/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr51/8621/2018/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2018/01/sierra-leone-avoid-use-of-excessive-force-in-the-leadup-to-elections-and-protect-civic-space/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2018/01/sierra-leone-avoid-use-of-excessive-force-in-the-leadup-to-elections-and-protect-civic-space/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/12/sierra-leone-election-candidates-should-make-human-rights-pledge/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/12/sierra-leone-election-candidates-should-make-human-rights-pledge/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr51/7593/2017/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/08/sierra-leone-housing-and-environmental-failures-behind-shocking-scale-of-mudslide-deaths/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/08/sierra-leone-housing-and-environmental-failures-behind-shocking-scale-of-mudslide-deaths/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/03/sierra-leone-one-dead-two-seriously-injured-as-security-forces-open-fire-on-protesting-students/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/03/sierra-leone-one-dead-two-seriously-injured-as-security-forces-open-fire-on-protesting-students/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2016/11/sierra-leone-continued-pregnancy-ban-in-schools-and-failure-to-protect-rights-is-threatening-teenage-girls-futures/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2016/11/sierra-leone-continued-pregnancy-ban-in-schools-and-failure-to-protect-rights-is-threatening-teenage-girls-futures/
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Sierra Leone: Open letter from CSOs on the passage of “Safe Abortion Act” bill in Sierra Leone, 4 
February 2016 (Index: AFR 51/3391/2016), 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr51/3391/2016/en/ 
  

https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr51/3391/2016/en/
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Recommendations to the government of Singapore 
 
The national human rights framework  

 
▪ Ratify international human rights treaties, including the International Covenant on Civil and 

Political Rights and its Optional Protocols, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights and its Optional Protocol,  the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, 
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment and the International Convention for the 
Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance and implement them fully into national 
law. 
 

▪ Promptly accede to the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court and implement it fully 
into national law. 
 

▪ Establish a National Human Rights Institution in line with the Paris Principles. 

 
The death penalty  

 
Pending full abolition of the death penalty: 

▪ Establish an official moratorium on executions with a view to abolishing the death penalty. 
 

▪ Bring provisions in national legislation that allow for the use of the death penalty in line with 
international human rights law and standards, including by removing the mandatory death 
penalty and restricting the scope of this punishment to intentional killing. 
 

▪ Ensure rigorous compliance in all death penalty cases with international fair trial standards, 
including by ensuring those facing the death penalty have legal representation from the time of 
arrest. 
 

▪ Regularly publish full and detailed information, disaggregated by gender, age, offence, 
nationality and ethnic background, about the use of the death penalty which can contribute to a 
public debate on the issue. 

 
Freedom of expression 

 
▪ Amend or repeal the Sedition Act, the Administration of Justice Act, the Protection from Online 

Falsehoods and Manipulation Act and all other legislation that unduly restricts the right to 
freedom of expression to ensure that they comply with international human rights standards. 
 

▪ End the intimidation and harassment of human rights defenders, social media users and 
government critics, including through the misuse of the criminal justice system, and ensure 
human rights defenders can carry out their work without fear of reprisals. 
 

Freedom of association and peaceful assembly 

 
• Revise or repeal the Public Order Act and relevant sections of the Penal Code to allow peaceful 

demonstrations without undue restrictions, and to guarantee the right to peaceful assembly to all 
people in Singapore, without discrimination. 
 

• Repeal all laws and regulations that impose an authorization requirement prior to the holding of 
public demonstrations and ensure that organizers are not penalized for the mere act of 
organizing peaceful assemblies. 
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Access to COVID-19 diagnostics, treatment and vaccines  
 
▪ Fulfil the obligation to international cooperation not only by continuing to support COVAX, 

including by providing additional funding, but also by other forms of cooperation to ensure that 
COVID-19 health products are accessible to the maximum number of people and avoid solely 
bilateral agreements that would undermine vaccine availability for other states. 

▪ Support C-TAP and promote open and non-exclusive licences for COVID-19 health products that 
include technology transfer, with full public disclosure of all terms and conditions, to ensure 
that the product is available, accessible and affordable to the maximum number of people.  

▪ Make transparency and collaboration with C-TAP a condition of any public funding provided for 
research and development of COVID-19 health products.   

▪ Assess and make any necessary adjustments to intellectual property laws, policies and practices 
to ensure that these do not form a barrier to COVID-19 health products for all people globally. 

• Respect the spirit of the Doha Declaration on the TRIPS Agreement and Public Health (2001) 
by supporting initiatives that increase access to COVID-19 health products, such as the 
proposed WTO TRIPS waiver.   

▪ Ensure national and international criteria to guide the allocation of vaccines are consistent with 
human rights standards, pay attention to the needs of marginalized groups, and reflect the 
WHO’s Equitable Allocation Framework. Civil society should be represented in any national and 
international decision-making processes.  

Climate crisis and human rights 

▪ Support the recognition by the UN of the right to a safe, clean, healthy and sustainable 
environment. 

▪ Continue to support the establishment of the mandate of a UN Special Rapporteur on Human 
Rights and Climate Change. 

In compliance with its obligations under human rights law to protect human rights from the adverse 
effects of the climate crisis: 

▪ Adopt a more ambitious Nationally Determined Contributions (NDC) and long-term emission 
reduction strategy, which would align Singapore’s emissions reduction targets for 2030 and 
2050 with the imperative to keep global average temperature increase below 1.5°C above pre-
industrial levels.  

▪ End fossil fuel subsidies by 2025 at the latest and  phase out fossil fuels use and production as 
soon as possible and by 2050 at the latest, ending production and use of most polluting fossil 
fuels and forms of production, such as coal and fracking as soon as possible and no later than 
2040; and immediately developing concrete long-term plans for a just and sustainable transition 
to human rights-consistent renewable energy. 

▪ Ensure the NDC and climate laws and policies include a commitment to reduce emissions from 
all sectors, including extra-territorial emissions, and to cease overseas fossil-fuel financing. In 
international climate negotiations, reject any multilateral mechanisms for carbon trading that do 
not lead to genuine emission reductions and do not include human rights safeguards. 

▪ Establish regulations and policy measures to ensure that businesses reduce emissions across 
their operations and value chains as soon as possible and by at least 45% by 2030 compared to 
2010 levels and to zero before 2050, in line with the scientific findings of the IPCC. 

▪ Ensure that any COVID-19 response measures facilitate the transition away from fossil fuels and 
towards human rights-consistent renewable energy and a zero-carbon economy and also provide 
for greater social protection and the creation of green and other new jobs that deliver sustainable 
and decent employment for all workers without discrimination of any kind. 
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▪ Adopt and implement human rights-consistent adaptation and disaster risk reduction measures 

and policies that will adequately protect people from the foreseeable and unavoidable impacts of 
the climate crisis. 

▪ Consider providing funding and support for human rights-compliant measures to tackle the 
climate crisis in less wealthy countries. 

▪ Ensure access to domestic and international administrative, judicial, legislative or any other 
appropriate means to adjudicate claims of human rights violations resulting from climate change 
or climate-related projects and measures, including when conduct within their jurisdiction harms 
the rights of people outside their borders. 

▪ Respect, protect and fulfil the right to information, participation and to effective remedies, as 
well as to freedom of expression and assembly, in the design, planning, implementation and 
monitoring of all climate policies and strategies, particularly ensuring the participation of 
marginalized groups. 

 

Key Amnesty International Documents on Singapore for reference  
 
Singapore: Cooperate or Die: Singapore’s flawed reforms to the mandatory death penalty, 
11 October 2017, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/act50/7158/2017/en/ 
 
Singapore: First convictions under ‘contempt of court’ law confirms fears over muzzling critics, 9 
October 2018, https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2018/10/singapore-first-convictions-under-
contempt-of-court-law-confirms-fears-over-muzzling-critics/ 
 
Singapore: Government must end harassment of online news platform targeted over critical article 
21 November 2018, Updated: 21 November 2018, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2018/11/singapore-government-must-end-harassment-of-online-
news-platform-targeted-over-critical-article/ 
 
Amnesty International: Recommendations ahead of COP24 of the Climate Change Convention, 23 
November 2018, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/ior51/9435/2018/en/ 
 
Recommendations to States on Steps to Protect Human Rights at the 25th Conference of the Parties of 
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 2-13 December 2019, 25 November 
2019, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/ior51/1446/2019/en/ 
 
COP 25: States poised to set the stage for decades of human rights abuses, 12 December 
2019, https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/IOR4015742019ENGLISH.pdf 
 
Singapore: Social media companies forced to cooperate with abusive fake news law, 19 February 2020, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/02/singapore-social-media-abusive-fake-news-law/ 
 
Singapore: Drop investigations under abusive contempt of court law, 25 March 2020, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asa36/2034/2020/en/ 
 
Singapore: Over 20,000 migrant workers in quarantine must be protected from mass infection,  
6 April 2020, https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/04/singapore-migrant-workers-quarantine-
protected-mass-infection/ 
 
Exposed, silenced, attacked: failure to protect health and essential workers during the COVID-19 
pandemic, 13 July 2020 (Index: POL 40/2572/2020), 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol40/2572/2020/en/ 
 
Singapore: Fair trial concerns must lead to urgent review of all death penalty cases,  
21 September 2020, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/act50/3092/2020/en/ 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2018/10/singapore-first-convictions-under-contempt-of-court-law-confirms-fears-over-muzzling-critics/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2018/10/singapore-first-convictions-under-contempt-of-court-law-confirms-fears-over-muzzling-critics/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2018/11/singapore-government-must-end-harassment-of-online-news-platform-targeted-over-critical-article/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2018/11/singapore-government-must-end-harassment-of-online-news-platform-targeted-over-critical-article/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/ior51/9435/2018/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/ior51/1446/2019/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/IOR4015742019ENGLISH.pdf
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/02/singapore-social-media-abusive-fake-news-law/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol40/2572/2020/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/act50/3092/2020/en/
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Briefing for WTO Member States on the TRIPS Waiver Proposal for the Prevention, Containment and 
Treatment of COVID-19, 19 November 2020, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/ior40/3365/2020/en/ 
 
A Fair Shot: Ensuring Universal Access to Covid-19 Diagnostics, Treatments and Vaccines, 8 December 
2020, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol30/3409/2020/en/ 
 
Singapore: Cease investigation of peaceful activists and respect transgender rights, 
8 February 2021, https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/02/singapore-quash-conviction-and-
sentence-of-human-rights-defender-jolovan-wham/ 
 
Singapore: Quash conviction and sentence of human rights defender Jolovan Wham 
15 February 2021, https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/02/singapore-quash-conviction-and-
sentence-of-human-rights-defender-jolovan-wham/ 
 
Singapore: Drop police report against independent media outlet new naratif - updated joint statement, 5 
March 2021, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asa36/3793/2021/en/ 
 
  

https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/ior40/3365/2020/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol30/3409/2020/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/02/singapore-quash-conviction-and-sentence-of-human-rights-defender-jolovan-wham/
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Recommendations to the government of Somalia 
 
International human rights standards 
 
▪ Ratify the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 

Rights and and opt-in to the inquiry and inter-state procedures. 
 

▪ Promptly accede, without making any reservations, to the International Convention for the 
Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance and implement it fully into national law. 
Recognize the competence of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances to receive and 
consider communications from or on behalf of victims or other states parties.  
 

▪ Promptly ratify the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court and implement it fully into 
national law.  
 

▪ Promptly ratify the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women. 

National Human Rights Framework 
 
▪ Finalize the establishment and operationalization of the Somalia National Human Rights 

Commission and ensure it is independent, effective and in full compliance with the Paris 
Principles. 

 
▪ Hasten the reform process of the Penal Code to bring it in line with international human rights 

standards including on freedom of expression. In the meantime, put a moratorium on the 
prosecution of journalists under the problematic provisions of the penal code. 

 
On civilian protection and violations and abuses in conflict  

 

▪ Ensure members of the military, police, and other government officials allegedly responsible for 
crimes under international law or human rights violations, including killings of civilians, attacks 
on journalists, evictions of IDPs and sexual violence are brought to justice in fair proceedings in 
civilian courts, without recourse to the death penalty. 

 
▪ Conduct independent and impartial investigations into all credible allegations of civilian 

casualties resulting from US air strikes or other military operations conducted by the US, Somali 
forces or other states, and non-state actors including Al-Shabaab.  

 
▪ Ensure that all air strikes carried out in Somalia are in line with international humanitarian law 

and that all reasonable steps are taken to ensure the protection of civilian life. 

 
▪ Implement an effective mechanism to ensure safe and accessible means for families and 

communities to self-report civilian casualties arising from US air strikes and other military 
operations. The mechanisms should include reporting through members of parliament, clan 
representatives, or to an identified government office. 

 
▪ Seek reparations from the US government for survivors and families of victims of US air strikes. 

Also ensure reparations for victims of violations by all state and non-state actors of the conflict 
including Al-Shabaab. 

 

On internally displaced persons (IDPs)  
 
▪ Immediately stop all mass evictions including of displaced people across the country and ensure 

that anyone rendered homeless as a result of forced evictions is immediately provided with 
alternative adequate and safe housing. 
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▪ Ensure that the rights to water, sanitation, health and adequate housing for IDPs are fulfilled, in 

line with international human rights law and standards including when responding to COVID-19. 

 
▪ Consider ways of safely scaling up operations to provide IDPs with access to essential services 

and financial and material support including emergency relief or direct cash transfers to reduce 
their susceptibility to the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic and uphold their right to an 
adequate standard of living. If unable to do this, request international cooperation and 
assistance. 

 
On sexual violence 

 

▪ Enact laws and regulations that prohibit all forms of violence against women and girls. Any 
proposed laws should include prevention, protection, care, treatment, support mechanisms and 
remedies for survivors of sexual violence, as well as adequate punishment of convicted 
perpetrators without resorting to the death penalty. 

 
▪ Immediately scrap the proposed “Sexual Intercourse Related Crimes Bill” and ensure that any 

law that is reintroduced is in conformity with international law and regional standards relating to 
rape and other forms of sexual violence. 

 
On freedom of expression and media freedom in south central Somalia and Puntland 

 

▪ Issue clear instructions to all government officials and security forces to stop harassing, 
threatening or physically attacking journalists and media organizations and ensure that all 
government institutions including the security forces respect, protect and promote the right to 
freedom of expression of everyone and media freedom. 

 
▪ Make sure the newly established prosecutor for crimes against journalists carries out prompt, 

thorough, independent and effective investigation of abuses and attacks, including killings and 
threats against journalists, and addresses the failure to adequately investigate and prosecute 
suspected perpetrators of such abuses and attacks including government officials and members 
of the security forces. 

 
▪ Take urgent steps to review the problematic provisions in the new media law, the Penal Code, 

and all other laws that impede freedom of expression and media freedom and bring the laws in 
line with Somalia’s Constitution and international human rights obligations. 

 
To the Government of Somaliland  

 

▪ Immediately cease arbitrary arrests, intimidation and prosecution of journalists, poets, 
opposition politicians and other individuals who freely and peacefully exercise their rights to 
freedom of expression and media freedom. 

 
▪ Promptly review the problematic provisions in the penal code and align them with the 

Somaliland Constitution and international human rights standards.  

 
On the death penalty  

 

▪ Initiate a moratorium on the death penalty while working towards enacting and adopting 
appropriate legislation to abolish the death penalty altogether. 

 
Access to COVID-19 diagnostics, treatment and vaccines  
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▪ Support C-TAP and promote open and non-exclusive licences for COVID-19 health products that 
include technology transfer, with full public disclosure of all terms and conditions, to ensure 
that the product is available, accessible and affordable to the maximum number of people.  

▪ Assess and make any necessary adjustments to intellectual property laws, policies and practices 
to ensure that these do not form a barrier to COVID-19 health products. 

▪ Ensure national and international criteria to guide the allocation of vaccines are consistent with 
human rights standards, pay attention to the needs of marginalized groups, and reflect the 
WHO’s Equitable Allocation Framework. Civil society should be represented in any national and 
international decision-making processes.  

Climate Crisis and Human Rights 
 
▪ Support the recognition by the UN of the right to a safe, clean, healthy and sustainable 

environment. 

▪ Support the establishment of the mandate of a UN Special Rapporteur on Human Rights and 
Climate Change. 

 

In compliance with its obligations under human rights law to protect human rights from the adverse 
effects of the climate crisis: 

▪ Adopt and implement human rights-consistent adaptation and disaster risk reduction measures 
that allow to adequately protect people from the foreseeable and unavoidable impacts of the 
climate crisis. 

▪ Adopt ambitious new Nationally Determined Contribution and a mid-century strategy which will 
align Somalia’s emissions reduction targets for 2030 and 2050 with the imperative to keep 
global average temperature increase below 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels, including clear 
timelines to phase out use of all fossil fuels as soon as possible and by 2050 at the latest. 

Immediately develop concrete long-term plans for a just and sustainable transition to human 
rights-consistent renewable energy, ensuring that affordable renewable energy is available to all.  

▪ Identify Somalia’s exact needs in terms of technology transfer and financial resources needed 
from wealthier countries to complement its emissions reduction, adaptation efforts and loss and 
damage in a manner that fully protects human rights in the face of the climate crisis.  

▪ Respect, protect and fulfil the right to information, participation and to effective remedies, as 
well as to freedom of expression and assembly, in the design, planning, implementation and 
monitoring of all climate policies and strategies, particularly ensuring the participation of 
marginalized. 

 

Key Amnesty International Documents on Somalia for reference 
 
 
A Fair Shot: Ensuring Universal Access to Covid-19 Diagnostics, Treatments and Vaccines, 8 December 
2020, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol30/3409/2020/en/ 
 
Briefing for WTO Member States on the TRIPS Waiver Proposal for the Prevention, Containment and 
Treatment of COVID-19, 19 November 2020, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/ior40/3365/2020/en/ 
 
Somalia: Internally displaced people surviving by “the grace of God” amidst COVID-19, 21 July 2020, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/07/somalia-internally-displaced-people-surviving-by-the-
grace-of-god-amidst-covid19/ 
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Exposed, silenced, attacked: failure to protect health and essential workers during the COVID-19 
pandemic, 13 July 2020 (Index: POL 40/2572/2020), 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol40/2572/2020/en/ 
 
“We Live in Perpetual Fear”: Abuses and Violations Against Freedom of Expression in Somalia, February 
2020, https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/AFR5214422020ENGLISH.PDF. 
 
The Hidden US War in Somalia, Civilian Casualties from Air Strikes in Lower Shabelle” 19 March 2019, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr52/9952/2019/en/. 
 
Annual report 2019: Somalia, April 2020, https://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/africa/somalia/report-
somalia/.  
 
Death sentences and executions 2019, 21 April 2020, 
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/ACT5018472020ENGLISH.PDF. 
 
COP 25: States poised to set the stage for decades of human rights abuses, 12 December 
2019, https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/IOR4015742019ENGLISH.pdf 
 
Recommendations to States on Steps to Protect Human Rights at the 25th Conference of the Parties of 
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 2-13 December 2019, 25 November 
2019, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/ior51/1446/2019/en/ 
 
Somaliland: Escalating censorship, harassment and prosecution of government critics, 4 July 2019, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/07/somaliland-escalating-censorship-harassment-and-
prosecution-of-government-critics/. 
 
Amnesty International: Recommendations ahead of COP24 of the Climate Change Convention, 23 
November 2018, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/ior51/9435/2018/en/ 
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