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Mr. President,

While Lesotho has accepted 230 of 247 recommendations, Amnesty International urges the
Government to take effective measures to urgently implement these recommendations into
action as soon as possible and urge the government to submit a mid-term report on progress
towards implementation of supported recommendations and to use an ltem 6 General Debate to
bring this to the attention of UN Member States'.

Regrettably, Lesotho noted 17 recommendations including the entire cluster on the abolition of
the death penalty.? We call on Lesotho to immediately establish a moratorium, move to full
abolition and accede to the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights (ICCPR).

Lesotho’s authorities must urgently investigate all incidents of torture and other ill-treatment
and unlawful killings by both the Police and the Lesotho Defence Force , bring to justice anyone
suspected to be responsible in fair trials and adequately compensate @® the victims and their
families.*

1 Human Rights Council, Report of the Working Group on the UPR — Lesotho, Addendum, 7 July 2025, A/HRC/60/9/Add.1; and Working Group report, AJHRC/60/9.See
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(Uruguay), 136.242 (Spain), 136.243 (Cyprus) (SOGIESC equality/anti-discrimination); 136.79-136.84 (Canda ;Portugal ;Libya ;Columbia ;Mali ;Germany) (security-sector
oversight); 136.92-136.96 (Australia; Indonesia ;ltaly ;Kingdom of Netherlands ;Zambia) (freedom of expression / access to information); 1-3, 5-6, 136.73-136.86 (Costa
Rica; Brazil ;Cabo Verde ; Brazil ; Marshall Islands ; Gambia ;Gorgia ;Canada; Portugal; Libya ;Columbia ; Mali ; Germany ; South Africa : United Republic of Tanzania)

(torture/OPCAT/detention)

2 Human Rights Council, Report of the Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review — Lesotho, 26 June 2025, A/HRC/60/9, recommendations 136.62-136.72 (death
penalty); and Addendum, 7 July 2025, A/HRC/60/9/Add.1

Amnesty International, Lesotho: Authorities must promptly investigate allegations that army tortured and killed
civilians, September 2024, available at: https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2024/09/lesotho-authorities-must-

promptly-investigate-allegations-that-army-tortured-and-killed-civilians/ (accessed 22 September 2025).
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Mr. President, Lesotho also accepted recommendations to curb unnecessary and excessive use
of force and reinforce independent oversight to address security sector accountability®. In order
to end the culture of impunity, Lesotho must operationalise an independent oversight
mechanism, empowered and resourced, to investigate abuses by both the police and the Lesotho
Defence Force and to report publicly on outcomes. "2

We call on Lesotho to enact a rights-compliant Access to Information law and amend the
cybercrime/cybersecurity framework®. Amendments should include requiring prior judicial
warrants for interception, applying necessity and proportionality tests, protecting encryption and
journalistic sources, and providing a clear public-interest defence for journalism and human
rights work.

Finally, while noting the accepted equality steps, we urge Lesotho to decriminalise consensual
same-sex relations, repeal the sodomy offence and implement accepted anti-discrimination
measures’.

Thank you

5 Human Rights Council, Report of the Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review — Lesotho, 26 June 2025, A/[HRC/60/9, recommendations 136.79-136.84; and
Addendum, 7 July 2025, A/HRC/60/9/Add.1 (accepted).
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