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URGENT ACTION

HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDER RELEASED FROM PRISON

On 4 March 2025, human rights defender Nimet Tanrikulu was released from prison following
the interim decision of the Istanbul Heavy Penal Court No 24 at the first hearing of her trial.
The court imposed a travel ban and reporting requirements as conditions of her release.

NO FURTHER ACTION IS REQUESTED. MANY THANKS TO ALL WHO SENT APPEALS.

Nimet Tanrikulu is a prominent human rights and women’s rights defender and a founding
member of the Human Rights Association in Turkiye. She has also been a prominent supporter
of the Saturday Mothers/People, a campaign group consisting of relatives of victims of enforced
disappearances and their supporters. She was held in pre-trial detention in Ankara’s Sincan
women’s prison since 29 November 2024, accused of “membership to a terrorist organization”.
Nimet was released on 4 March 2025, following the first hearing of her trial. Her prosecution
continues, with the next hearing scheduled for 22 April.

Nimet Tanrikulu spoke to Amnesty International Turkiye following her release and delivered the
following message of thanks to all those who took action on her behalf: “Solidarity, especially
international solidarity is very important. Your support gave me, and others held in Sincan prison
strength throughout this ordeal. You made a huge difference, my release would not have
happened without you. Solidarity leads to survival. Thank you very much for all your hard work.”
Nimet and her supporters have repeatedly stated that they believe Amnesty’s action was
impactful, particularly in showing the authorities that people around the world are concerned and
watching her situation.

Over the years, Amnesty International has documented how human rights defenders in Turkiye
continue to face significant risks, including arbitrary detention, harassment, and politically
motivated charges. This situation highlights the importance of international solidarity and
continued advocacy for those who are working to uphold human rights in an increasingly
challenging environment.

Thank you to all those who sent appeals. As Nimet Tanrikulu’s case continues, the impact of
global solidarity remains crucial.
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