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URGENT ACTION

ARGENTINA: REGRESSIVE RETIREMENT BILL AMENDED

On 28 June, Argentina’s Congress approved the bill “Ley de Bases”, but removed the
articles that threatened the right to social security and an adequate standard of living for
older people.

NO FURTHER ACTION IS REQUESTED. MANY THANKS TO ALL WHO SENT APPEALS.

On April 30, the National Lower House gave preliminary approval to the proposal bill “Ley de
Bases”. This bill had incorporated, among other issues, the elimination of the “moratorium
pension” in the Argentine pension system. If the “moratorium pension” were eliminated, 90% of
women and 70% percent of men would not be able to retire at the age of 60 or 65, having to opt
for alternatives that do not cover the cost of basic needs. According to official data, eight out of
10 people who registered to retire in 2023 got pension coverage because of the moratorium
pension.

The moratoriums pension system allows people who did not contribute during their lives or did
not complete the 30 years of contributions required by law to access to the 100% of the
retirement with a monthly deduction of the amount they owe to the pension system. This
scheme is critical considering that labor informality rate is over 47%. People working on
education, construction and women doing unpaid domestic work, among others, would have
been severely affected since they have not received Social Security contributions from
employers during their work life.

The objective of the UA was to prevent the elimination of the pension moratorium introduced by
the original text of bill “Ley de Bases. Finally, on 28 June the National Congress approved the
bill “Ley Bases”, but the social security chapter was eliminated, and the moratoriums pensions
are still in force.

Argentina must refrain from attempting to restrict access to economic and social rights. Even in
times of economic crises and according to international standards, states must demonstrate that
every effort has been made to use all resources at their disposal to meet human rights
obligations, including robust assessments to ensure that the public policies adopted are not
regressive and do not have a disproportionate effect on the most vulnerable groups.

NAME AND PREFFERED PRONOUN: N/A.
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