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Amnesty International opposes by all app;opriate means the imposition 

general distribution� 
amt' infliction of death penalties and torture or other cmel, inhumOfJ.prrndex:
degrading trearment or punishment of prisoners or other detained orDisi:r:
restricted persons whether or not they have used or advocated violence. 

(Amnesty Jnterll[ltiona/ Statute, Article l(c}) 
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BRAZIL: Luis Inacio DA SILVA ("Lula") and other trade unionists 

Luis Inacio da Silva
9 knmm as i;Lula" � the President of the 1 

Sao Bernardo and Diadema Metal Workers 1 Union
1 

and twelve other trad,e, 
unionists were charged with offences under the Law of National Security 
in connection with a six week strike by metnlworkers in Sao Paulo in 
1980. 

On 23 February 1981 Judge Nelson da Silva Machado Guimaraes 
announced that their: t"..·ial would take place in S�o Paulo on 25
February. However, lawyers defending the trade unionists trieq to 
get the trial postponed after beini informed of the restrictio�s being 
imposed which includedi 

- only ore lawy<=r and one relative for each defendant to be present;
- only JLf Brazilian journalists to be allowed in the court ro9m;
- no foreign journalists and no foreign observers to be admitted;
- no one would be al lowed near the court. room without army

credentials,

The defence lawyersre1uested that they be allowed more time to 
prepare their case and that the trial be transferred to a larger court 
to enable more relatives and journalists to attend. They also,requested 
that foreign journalists be admitted. On 2.5 February the Supreme 
Military Tribunal in Brasilia denied the request for postponement. 
The Judge suspended the start of the trial for one hour when neither 
the defendants nor their lo:wyers appeared. He then named new defence 
lawyers and the trial started in the absence of the defendants. 
The sentences were passed in the evening of the same day. 11Lula11 and 
three others, Djalmo de Souza Bon, Nilson Timora Simon,and Rubens 
Teodoro de Arruda were given sentences of three and a half years. 
Five received tern1s of two and a half years: Gilson Correa de 

• "' 
1Menenzes, Osmar Santos de Mendon�a, Juracy Bapt1.sto. He3alhaes j Manue 

Anisio Gomes, Jose Maria de Almeida. Two year sentences were given 
to Wagner Lino Alves and Nelsou Carnpanola. Two men were 3.cquitted: 
Jose Cicote and Jose Timoteo <la Silva. 

At 11.00 pm on 25 February th12. trade unionists presented' 
themselves to the military authorities at DOPS (Ve.pCVV::ame.nto de. OJtdem 
PoUuc..a e. Soc.J,al, - Department of Political and Social Order) in Sao 
Paulo, where they spent the nisht. After spending 20 hours in custody 
they were all released the following day. They are all to appeal 
against their sentences to a higher military court. 

The defence lawyers are trying to have the judgement against 
the trade unionists annulled on tbe grounds that it contrvenes 
Brazilian law in that only when the defendants and lawyers in a case 
have failed to appear on more than one occasion can the trial go 
ahead in their absence. 

URGENT ACTION AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL



f'OR ACTIOfJ ONLY mi Tf/E FOLLOW1f.!G fJAT10UAL SECTIONS: 
CANAPA ( bo:th bnanc.e.,:;) , 'f P..AiJCt, fRG, fJETllERLMJVS, SW1TZERLMJV p UK, USA 
lillGON:tnmDED ACTION: Lett:,ers expressihs concern that: 

the eleven trade unionists were sentenced under the Law of National 
Security for peaceful and le0:l.tima.te trade unfon activities; 
the trial pro,ceedirtgs 1,1ere conc.ucted in the uboence of the.' :

d1=fendants and their lawyers in contravention bf Art:i.cle 431 
paragraph t• of the Codigo Processo Penal Mil:i.ta:r ("O jutgame.n.:te. 
pode;lll. !::ieJr.. cu:llo.do pOlt. wna Mi vez; n.o cel6o de. oa.tta de. 
c.Qm/.1a/tec.J1ne.n,to de cw .. w.,a.do 1.>oLto. Na. .6e.gu.n.da. 0a1,.t.a; o juga,fule,n,to

. 1.,�at. 6elto a fle.veJU_o, c.om c.vMdon name.a.do puo pne.,�J...de.n..te do 
C�iU)e1.ho. ") 
up.usually• ., severe restrictions were imposed by the military 
ju<lge prohibitirie the attendance of suitably qualified observers 
w11ich give rise to increased anxiety about whethei 1ths defendants' 
received a fair and just trial. 

APPEALS FROM LAWYERS, TRI.VE UNZOIJ1ST.3 MID TRAVE W.JIOM ORGA/'JIZAT10NS 
1N PARTICULAR ARE Rf:Q.UE.STEV. 

' APPEALS TO: 

Presidente.da'Republlca Federativa do Brasil 
General Joad Baptista Figueiredd 
Gabinete do President.a 
Pctlacio ••• do Pl anal to
70.000 Brasilia D.F. 
Brasil. 
Hinistro <la Justi�a do Brnsil 
Ibrahim Abi 'Ackel •, 
Ifinisterio de .. Justi<;a 
Esplanada dos Hinisterios bloco B 
70.000 Brasilia 
Brnzil 

COPIES TO: 

Gr. Juis Auditor 
Nelson da. Silva-,Muchado Guimaraes 
2a. Circunscicaode Justica Militar 
Sao Paulo 
Brazil. 

FIHAL DATE FOR ACTION: 

D Please take immediate action as soon as you receive this 
Urgent Action appeal. Carefully read the Recommended 
Action, 

[] Letters and telegrams should be brief and courteous. 
Stress that your concern for human rights is not in any 
way politically partisan. Refer to the relevant provisions 
in international law. such as the United Nations Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights: 

Article 3, "Everyone has the right to life, liberty 9-n<.l 
security of person": 

Article 5, "No one shall be subjected to torture pr to 
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatme_nt or punishment";

Article 9, "No one shall be subjected tu arbilary arrest, • 
detention or exile", 

0 The name of Amnesty International can be used unless 
stated otherwise; although, letters written in a private or 
professional capacity may be more effective. 

and :t.o e.,Lthell o,6 :the /}o,Uow.ln.g new1.ipaper...o: 
Q Este..do de Sao Paulo 
Av. Enc. Caetano f.lvares 55 
Sao Paulo, Brazil 
Folha de Sao Paulo 
Al. Barao de.Limeira lf25� 4° Andar 
s'.io Paulo, Brazil 

D Information about the alJeged connection of-any pe.rson 
with an organization which is banned in their country is 
provided as background only and should nqt be, included 
in appeals. 

[] In Urgent Action cases, wi1ere Amnesty Interri�tioi1al has 
to act rapidly to prevent ·the possible ill-treatment of 
prisoners, appeals are issued when the circumstances of a 
person's arrest or disappearance make such treatment likely. 
Do not make direct accusations and, unless otherwise 
instrncted, do not use the word"totture". 

D Send at least one telegram or express letter immediately. 
Other letters can be·sent afterwards to the addresses listed. 
Copies of letters should be sent to the relevant diplomatic 
representatives in your country. Copies of any replies 
received should be sent immediately to the International 
Secretariat, or to your national section or Urgent Action 
coordinator. Tha_nk the official who has replied, requesting 
that you be kephnformed about the case. 
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