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URGENT ACTION 
 

PEACEFUL PROTESTORS FACE INMINENT RISKS 
Thousands of people have taken to the streets to protest against the judicial actions initiated against key 

actors of the recent electoral process, among them electoral authorities and members of the elected party. 

They are calling for the resignation of the Attorney General and other members of the Public Prosecutor's 

Office who have led these criminal proceedings. The government and the Constitutional Court have issued 

statements and decisions that jeopardize the right to peaceful protest, and could lead to the use of force 

against demonstrators. We urge Guatemalan authorities to guarantee the right of peaceful assembly. 
 

TAKE ACTION: WRITE AN APPEAL IN YOUR OWN WORDS OR USE THIS MODEL LETTER 
 

 

Mr Alejandro Giammattei 
Private Secretary of the Presidency  

6xta avenida 4-41, zona 1 
Guatemala City 

Guatemala 
Fax: 

Email: gestrada@secretariaprivada.gob.gt  

Dear President Giammattei, 
 

 
I am writing you to express deep concern over the situation of thousands of people who have participated in 
the massive peaceful protests initiated by several indigenous authorities and Indigenous Peoples 
throughout the country since 2 October 2023. The statements made on Monday, October 9, stating that 
"the blockades are illegal", and announcing different types of measures against those who participate, call 
for or support these protests, including arrest warrants, are of utmost concern. 
 
These statements constitute threats to the rights to peaceful assembly and freedom of expression, as they 
stigmatize protesters, ignore the use of peaceful protest by indigenous peoples, and threaten those who 
participate in or support protests with reprisals. 
 
States have an obligation to guarantee the right to peaceful assembly. Restrictions on this right, including 
the use of force, are strictly delineated by international law and should be exceptional, necessary, 
proportionate, and as minimally interruptive as possible. States have an obligation to promote an 
environment conducive to the exercise of the right to peaceful assembly without discrimination, especially, 
for individuals belonging to groups that experience or have experienced discrimination. International law 
also provides that no one should be harassed or suffer other reprisals for their presence at or adherence to a 
peaceful assembly, and that disruption of vehicular or pedestrian traffic or daily activities does not 
constitute "violence." 
 
Mr. President, I urge you to respect and guarantee the right of peaceful assembly of those participating in 
protests in Guatemala, without fear of reprisals. In particular, I urge you to ensure that the Guatemalan 
authorities refrain from using criminal law, excessive use of force against protesters. or any other 
illegitimate measures to restrict peaceful protests.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 

On 2 October 2023, massive protests were called by the indigenous authorities of 48 Cantons of Totonicapán, the 
Indigenous Mayoralty of Sololá, Santa Lucía Utatlán, San Cristóbal Totonicapán, the Xinka Parliament, the Ixil People 
and other indigenous peoples. These protests started in reaction to the series of criminal proceedings led by the Public 
Ministry against magistrates of the Supreme Electoral Tribunal and the Semilla political party, whose candidate 
Bernardo Arévalo was elected on 20 August, as President of the Republic for 2024-2028. The demonstrations, 
demanding the resignation of the Attorney General and other prosecutors of the Public Ministry in charge of those 
judicial proceedings, were quickly supported by students from several universities as well as numerous other sectors of 
the population throughout the country. According to information received by Amnesty International, the demonstrations, 
which include road blockades in different parts of the country are peaceful and have allowed the passage of 
ambulances and perishable goods in many locations. 

However, on 9 October, the President of the Republic stated that "the blockades are illegal", alluding to alleged 
shortages, "kidnapping" of a truck carrying oxygen, and damages to the country's economy, as well as alleged acts of 
violence (several of which were attributed to shock groups or infiltrators), and that the calls for blockades put "at risk the 
democratic order". The President stigmatized the work of the NGOs that have supported the protests, announced that 
arrest warrants will be requested against students who have participated in the protests and against foreign persons 
who have given advice and participated in the protests, and that all necessary measures will be taken to reestablish the 
situation. 

On the same day, a group actively involved in the criminalization of justice operators, journalists and human rights 
defenders filed a criminal complaint against the President of the 48 cantons of Totonicapán. Significant police 
deployments were also observed, as well as the presence of heavily armed persons guarding a shopping mall in 
Guatemala City. 

The OAS, during the extraordinary session of the Permanent Council held on 10 October, emphasized the peaceful 
nature of the protests and condemned the criminal proceedings initiated against those involved in the electoral process, 
as did the UN Secretary-General, the United Nations Commissioner for Human Rights, the European Union and the 
international community.  

Despite the Constitutional Court issued a decision in favor of Indigenous People’s right to protest, on 11 October, the 
Constitutional Court also authorized Guatemalan authorities to limit the right to peaceful assembly in order to reestablish 
"the enjoyment of free movement, access to health and life, security, the right to work, commerce and industry, as well 
as to guarantee essential services such as transportation, water, drinking water, electricity and any others affected". 

President Giammattei's announcements occur in a context of closing civic space and generalized criminalization of 
dissent, that has been documented by Amnesty International. According to the information received, about 60 
prosecutors, judges, magistrates, journalists, communicators and human rights defenders have had to leave the country 
due to the number of unfounded prosecutions they face because of their participation in the fight against impunity and 
corruption in the country, such as former prosecutor and Prisoner of Conscience Virginia Laparra. Amnesty International 
also received information about the opening of unfounded criminal proceedings against several people who participated 
in the November 2021 protests in Guatemala City (see Amnesty International, Annual report 2022, Guatemala entry)- 
The organization also documented the use of certain criminal figures such as "kidnapping" to criminalize peaceful 
protests carried out by authorities and indigenous communities in the country. 

In 2020 Amnesty International condemned the reform of the NGO Law, arguing that it could be used to deepen the 
suspension of NGOs and the criminalization of their members in case their foreign-funded activities threaten "public 
order". See https://www.amnesty.org/es/documents/amr34/1811/2020/en/  

PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: Spanish. You can also write in your own 
language. 
 
PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: 12 december 2023  
Please check with the Amnesty office in your country if you wish to send appeals after the deadline. 
 
NAME AND PRONOUN: Peaceful protestors (they) 
 
LINK TO PREVIOUS UA: n/a 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rL71qDyh4xY
https://news.un.org/es/story/2023/08/1523607
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2023/10/guatemala-sustained-attempts-undermine-democratic-process-extremely-worrying
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/ep-plenary-speech-high-representativevice-president-josep-borrell-situation-guatemala-following_en?s=187
https://www.amnesty.org/es/latest/news/2023/02/guatemala-presa-de-conciencia-virginia-laparra-cumple-un-ano-detenida-arbitrariamente-en-la-carcel/
https://www.amnesty.org/es/petition/libertad-para-virginia-laparra-azote-de-la-corrupcion/
https://www.amnesty.org/es/location/americas/central-america-and-the-caribbean/guatemala/report-guatemala/
https://www.amnesty.org/es/documents/amr34/1811/2020/en/

