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SUMMARY 

 
This submission was prepared for the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) of Bangladesh in April 2023. In it, Amnesty International 
evaluates the implementation of recommendations made to Bangladesh in its previous UPR, including in relation to freedom 
of opinion and expression, freedom of assembly, prohibition of torture or cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment, 
extrajudicial killings, enforced disappearances, the rights of minorities and Indigenous peoples and economic rights.  
 

It also assesses the national human rights framework with specific reference to legislative changes such as the Digital Security 
Act (DSA) 2018, Suppression of Violence against Women and Children (Amendment) Act 2020, Evidence (Amendment) Act 
2022 as well as the lack of independence of the National Human Rights Commission. 
 

With regard to the human rights situation on the ground, the use of excessive force by the police to curb protests, the state’s 
ever-expanding crackdown on dissent, shrinking civic space, retention of the death penalty, the enduring impunity for 
enforced disappearances and extrajudicial killings, marginalisation of religious and ethnic minorities and Indigenous peoples, 
and devastating impacts of climate change exert a significant chilling effect on the exercise of rights and freedoms. 
  
Amnesty International’s submission ends with a set of recommendations to Bangladesh based on these findings.
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FOLLOW UP TO THE PREVIOUS REVIEW  
  

1. Bangladesh has made little progress towards fulfilling its obligations under international human rights law since its 
last review in May 2018.  
 

2. At the last review, the government accepted recommendations to safeguard freedom of expression, including by 
amending Section 57 of the Information and Communication Technology Act and relevant provisions of the draft 
Digital Security Act (DSA).1 Despite repealing the former law, certain provisions of the newly enacted DSA continue to 
curtail freedom of expression in similar ways. 
 

3. The government supported recommendations to enhance efforts to prevent enforced disappearance,2  to prosecute 
perpetrators promptly, thoroughly investigate all allegations of extrajudicial executions and enforced disappearances 
and bring those responsible to justice.3  
 

4. The government regrettably merely noted a recommendation to respond positively to pending visit requests from UN 
Special Procedures, including the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances.4 Both extra judicial 
executions and enforced disappearances have persisted in the last five years with alarming frequency, such as 
through the Rapid Action Battalion (RAB)’s anti-drug campaign launched in May 2018, the same month as 
Bangladesh’s last UPR.  
 

5. The government accepted recommendations on ensuring the right to freedom of peaceful assembly.5 However, the 
police have continued to suppress peaceful protests on a range of civic issues, including those by university students, 
schoolchildren, workers, and political activists, using tear gas, rubber bullets, batons, stun grenades and water 
cannon, and in some instances, lethal force.6 

 
 

THE NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS FRAMEWORK  
  

6. Bangladesh has ratified all core UN human rights treaties except for the Convention for the Protection of All Persons 
from Enforced Disappearance (CED), despite repeated concerns and recommendations by the UN Working Group on 
Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances. It has also not ratified the Convention on the Status of Refugees. 
Regrettably, Bangladesh merely noted recommendations on ratification of CED and the Refugee Convention in the 
previous review.7 
 

7. Bangladesh enacted several controversial laws, particularly the DSA,8, a draconian law which has been weaponized by 
the ruling party and its affiliates to stifle dissent and thwart freedom of expression online.9  
 

8. Bangladesh continues to retain and use the death penalty. The newly enacted Narcotics Act 201810 mandates the 
death penalty or life imprisonment for several non-violent drug offences. Following countrywide protests against legal 
impunity for sexual violence in 2020, the government amended the Suppression of Violence against Women and 
Children Act 2000 to reinstate the death penalty for single perpetrator rape, with life imprisonment remaining a 
mandatory minimum sentence for any and all forms of rape.11  
 

9. The long-awaited reform failed to address key protection gaps in rape legislation highlighted by protestors and local 
campaigners, such as the Rape Law Reform Coalition’s 10-point demand for legal reforms to address: the gender 
discriminatory legal definition of rape, proportionality of punishment, the lack of a witness protection system and 
compensation fund for rape survivors.12  
 

10. Bangladesh has failed to fulfil its obligations to submit reports to four UN Treaty Bodies in their most recent reporting 
cycles.13  
 

11. The absence of robust official data coupled with lack of transparency makes human rights monitoring particularly 
challenging in Bangladesh, despite the existence of a National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) intended to act as 
the key statutory body to ‘protect, promote and ensure human rights’ in Bangladesh.14 The NHRC has been criticized 



 

 
INDEX: ASA 13/6649/2023    
MARCH 2023 
LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 

amnesty.org 

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 
INTERNATIONAL SECRETARIAT 
 
www.amnesty.org 

by human rights experts as lacking independence from the ruling party.15 The current and former chairpersons of the 
NHRC are both retired government bureaucrats. The NHRC last published its report entitled ‘human rights violations 
statistics’ in 2018.16  

 
12. The lack of independence and limited investigative powers of the NHRC severely impact independent monitoring of 

human rights in the country.17  In March 2021, the NHRC submitted a proposal to the Ministry of Law seeking 
expansion of its powers to independently investigate complaints made against the police, since most of the 
complaints it has received since its establishment were reportedly made against the police, and the Ministry of Home 
Affairs seldom provides reports when asked by the NHRC to do so.18 In March 2023, the proposal remained under 
consideration. 
 

13. In the first half of December 2022, the police conducted mass arrests of 23,968 individuals nationwide, including at 
least several hundred opposition party leaders and activists.19 
 

  

THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION ON THE GROUND  

 
Freedom of peaceful assembly  

 
14. Since the last review, the police have persistently used unnecessary and disproportionate force to quell popular 

uprisings and protests on a wide range of issues.  
 

15. The police, along with individuals who were part of the student wing of the ruling Awami League, brutally cracked 
down on country-wide student led protests on quota-reform in April 2018 and on road safety in August 2018.20 In 
March 2021, the police used lethal force in demonstrations against the visit of Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
leading to the deaths of at least 14 protestors and injuring hundreds of others.21 In 2022 alone, the police used 
batons, sound grenades and rubber bullets against student protestors in Sylhet,22 fired bullets and tear gas shells to 
disperse garment workers protesting in Dhaka,23 fired tear gas and water cannons against demonstrators from leftist 
organizations24 and opened fire on protests by opposition party activists.25  
 

16. In September 2022, police shot to death a young activist and injured dozens more after opening fire on 
demonstrators at a protest against power. In December 2022, a man died from a bullet wound and at least 60 others 
were injured after the police opened fire on thousands of protesters outside the headquarters of the Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party (BNP), the largest opposition party in Dhaka.26   
 

17. Between January 2019 to December 2022, the state reportedly banned 99 protests under Section 144 of Criminal 
Procedure Code.27 

 
Death penalty  

 
17. Between January 2018 and December 2022, Amnesty International recorded that at least 13 people were executed, 

and 912 death sentences were imposed. As of December 2021, at least 2000 individuals were believed to be under 
the sentence of death.28 The death penalty continues to be imposed in violation of international law and standards. 
While most individuals are sentenced to death for murder, there is a notable trend of death penalty being imposed 
for non-fatal offences such as rape and drug possession. Additionally, the controversial International Crimes Tribunal, 
continues to sentence individuals to death, even in absentia, despite concerns about lack of due process.  

 
Freedom of expression 

 
18. Sections 25 (publication of false or offensive information), 29 (Publication of defamatory information), and 31 

(Offence and punishment for deteriorating law and order) of the DSA have been weaponized to target and harass 
dissenting voices, including those of journalists, activists, and human rights defenders (HRDs).29 
 

19. Writer Mushtaq Ahmed died in prison in February 2021 following his 10-month detention without trial under the DSA, 
for criticizing the government’s response to the Covid-19 pandemic.30 He was denied bail at least six times.  
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20. The draft Data Protection Bill seeks to introduce new restrictions on freedom of expression and threatens people’s 

right to privacy.31 Broadly worded exemptions granted under the law would give the authorities authority to access 
the personal data of individuals and institutions without judicial oversight. 
 

Extrajudicial killings and enforced disappearances  
 

21. In May 2018, the Rapid Action Battalion (RAB) launched a lethal anti-drug campaign after the government declared a 
‘zero tolerance’ policy against drugs. By the end of 2018, Bangladeshi authorities had reportedly killed at least 466 
people under the guise of this anti-drug campaign in what appeared to have been a wave of extrajudicial 
executions.32  
 

22. Amnesty International investigated seven of these extrajudicial executions of suspected drug offenders and 
interviewed their family members and witnesses. A clear pattern of enforced disappearance followed by extrajudicial 
executions was discovered in these cases.33 One such case was that of Suleman,34 a 35-year-old who lived with his 
eight-year-old daughter in a thatched hut and was picked up and tortured in custody for money, and later killed in a 
‘gunfight’.35 At least five witnesses interviewed by Amnesty International have revealed that they had not seen the 
killings but were asked by the police to provide fabricated statements supporting the police version of the deaths as 
having taken place in alleged ‘gunfights’ or ‘crossfire’.36  
 

23. According to Odhikar, at least 31 people were killed in extrajudicial executions and 21 people became victims of 
enforced disappearances in 2022.37 Although this represented a significant reduction compared to 2021, these grave 
human rights violations persisted at concerning levels despite sanctions imposed by the USA against the Bangladesh 
police in December 2021.  
 

24. Cartoonist Ahmed Kabir Kishore told Amnesty International that he was forcibly disappeared from his Dhaka 
residence at least three days prior to the date in official records of his arrest.38 

Torture and other ill-treatment 

25. Ahmed Kabir Kishore also told Amnesty International that both Mushtaq Ahmed and he were tortured in custody.39 

by one or more state security agencies. On 10 March 2021, Ahmed Kabir Kishore filed a case with the metropolitan 
sessions judge’s court in Dhaka, under the Torture and Custodial Death (Prevention) Act – 2013, seeking redress. 

26. In August 2022, Netra News exposed details and satellite imagery of a secret facility operated by the Directorate 
General of Forces Intelligence (DGFI), the state’s principal military intelligence agency to detain victims of enforced 
disappearance in central Dhaka.40 Former detainees described cruel, inhuman and degrading prison conditions in the 
facility.41 Shortly afterwards, the vice-president of the Awami League’s Rangpur district unit filed a case under the DSA 
against Netra News “for spreading propaganda” as well as against one of the survivors of the secret prison system 
who had shared their testimony with the news agency.42 

Discrimination  
 

27. Rights of minorities continued to be threatened on the ground along religious, ethnic and caste-based lines. 
 

28. The long-anticipated Anti-Discrimination Bill, introduced in parliament in April 2022, remains pending. If enacted, it 
would outlaw discrimination on various grounds, including gender, religion, ethnicity, place of birth, caste and 
occupation and also introduce a complaints mechanism for victims of discrimination to seek remedies.43 

 
29. There have been at least five large-scale orchestrated attacks against Hindu minorities since 2019 that typically 

involve calculated looting and then violent destruction ostensibly in response to a social media post, which would 
often turn out to be fake. These include mob attacks in Bhola district in October 2019,44 Cumilla district in November 
2020,45 in Sunamganj district in March 2021,46 in Rangpur and several other districts during Durga Puja celebrations in 
October 2021,47 and in Narail district in July 2022. 48  
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30. In February 2023, a young Hindu man, Paritosh Roy, charged under DSA was sentenced to five years imprisonment in 
connection with a Facebook post made from his account which perpetrators used as a pretext for the anti-Hindu 
attacks in October 2021.49 Previously he was also held in pre-trial solitary confinement for a period of eight months.50 
In March 2023, Iqbal Hossain, the man charged with inciting the anti-Hindu attacks in October 2021 by placing a copy 
of the Quran at the knee of a Hindu deity (which was later photographed and caused uproar on social media), was 
sentenced to 16 months’ imprisonment.51 Those who committed the attacks on Hindus are not known to have been 
convicted. 
 

31. Twenty-five years since the Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) Peace Accord was signed by the Bangladeshi government & 
the Parbatya Chattagram Jana Samhati Samiti,52 militarisation of the region persists, violating the Accord.53 In March 
2022, Indigenous rights activist Nabayan Chakma Milon reportedly died in military custody.54 In May 2022, the CHT 
Commission issued expressed deep concern over the deployment of new units of the Armed Police Battalion to 
replace vacant army camps in the CHT which it argued violated the Accord.55  
 

32. Marginalized groups from coastal south-western Bangladesh, such as the Indigenous Munda people and Hindu Dalits 
reported their access to water being severely impeded by not only climate change-induced damage to water and 
sanitation infrastructure but also systemic discrimination.56 For Dalits, this discrimination was driven by notions of 
impurity and untouchability.  

 
Rohingya refugees 

 
33. Hosting Rohingya refugees continues to pose a challenge for Bangladesh. Between December 2021 and April 2022, 

the government reportedly shut down and dismantled about 30 community-led schools.57 Rohingya refugees alleged 
that some schoolteachers were detained by the Armed Police Battalion and released only after signing a paper 
confirming that they would stop teaching.58  
 

34. Bangladesh government persisted in its plans to relocate at least 100,000 Rohingya refugees to the remote and flood-
prone Bhasan Char island. In October 2022, 963 Rohingya refugees were relocated to Bhasan Char, bringing the total 
number to 30,079, according to official figures.59 Refugees attempting to flee the remote island were reportedly 
detained by police, raising doubts as to the voluntary nature of the relocation.60 
 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ACTION BY THE STATE UNDER REVIEW  
  
Amnesty International calls on the government of Bangladesh to:   

  
Right to peaceful assembly  

35. End the excessive or otherwise unlawful use of force when responding to public demonstrations, fulfil its obligations 
to protect and facilitate peaceful assemblies, and ensure that any responses (including restrictions) are lawful, 
necessary and proportionate in line with international standards. 
 

36. Effectively investigate the excessive or otherwise unlawful use of force against protestors and take appropriate 
disciplinary action against relevant law enforcement officials, including those with command responsibility  
 

37. Release all those arbitrarily arrested and detained solely on the basis of their political affiliation during the mass 
arrests that took place in the first half of December 2022.  
  

Death penalty 
 
 

38. Pending full abolition of the death penalty, restrict the imposition of the death penalty to the ‘most serious crimes’, 
which has been interpreted under IHRL as intentional killing, and establish an official moratorium on executions as 
first steps towards full abolition of the death penalty.   
 



 

 
INDEX: ASA 13/6649/2023    
MARCH 2023 
LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 

amnesty.org 

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 
INTERNATIONAL SECRETARIAT 
 
www.amnesty.org 

39. Ensure individuals charged with capital offences have access to competent and adequate legal representation, paying 
special regard to the additional needs of foreign nationals, such as translation services and regular access to 
communication with their family members abroad.  

  
Freedom of Expression 

40. Repeal the Digital Security Act 2018 unless it can be amended in line with international human rights law including the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to which Bangladesh is a state party. 
 

41. Immediately and unconditionally release and drop all charges against all those charged under the DSA solely for 
exercising their right to freedom of expression, such as journalists and human rights defenders. 
 

42. Ensure public participation and consultation, including members of the press, in drafting any new legislation and 
policy related to human rights online, including but not limited to the draft Data Protection Act before it is tabled in 
Parliament. 
 

Enforced disappearances and extrajudicial killings 

43. Launch effective, independent and impartial investigations into the conduct of the Rapid Action Battalion, particularly 
in relation to allegations of enforced disappearances and extrajudicial killings perpetrated by its agents.  
 

44. Ratify the Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance and accept the UN Working 
Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances request to conduct an official visit to Bangladesh. 

Discrimination 

45. Launch an immediate, impartial, and thorough investigation against the five large-scale anti-Hindu attacks in Narail 
(July 2022), Rangpur and other districts (October 2021), Sunamganj district (March 2021), Cumilla district (November 
2020) and Bhola (October 2019), prosecute all those who perpetrated violence in accordance with international 
standards of due process, and ensure reparations for all Hindu families victimized by the carnage.   
 

46. Fully implement the human rights provisions of the Chittagong Hill Tracts Peace Accord, by de-militarizing the region, 
prosecuting those responsible for violence against Indigenous leaders and individuals in the region and protecting the 
rights of the Indigenous peoples over their traditional land. 
 

47. Conduct inclusive and participatory loss and damage needs assessments considering the adverse effect of climate 
change on the enjoyment of human rights with special attention to individuals and groups most affected by climate 
change, such as the Indigenous Munda people and Hindu Dalits including in the coastal south-western region of the 
country.   
 

48. Allocate more resources to public sector goods and services including health, education, agriculture and social 
protection whilst prioritizing the most disadvantaged and marginalized. 
 

Rohingya Refugees 

49. Ensure that journalists, representatives of the UN, civil society organizations, including donor and humanitarian 
agencies and human rights organizations, have unfettered access to Bhashan Char island, to independently assess 
conditions. 
 

50. Ensure Rohingya children have access to proper and timely education. 
 

51. Respect the principle of non-refoulement by ensuring that Rohingya refugees are not transferred to any place, 
including their country of origin, where they may be at risk of serious human rights abuses and violations. 
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International Human Rights Law 

52. Ratify the Optional Protocol to the ICCPR and issue a declaration under Article 22 of the Convention Against Torture 
so individuals facing violations of human rights guaranteed by these treaties can send complaints directly to the 
Human Rights Committee and Committee Against Torture. 
 

53. Submit all overdue state party reports to UN Treaty Bodies. 
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ANNEX 1 

KEY AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL DOCUMENTS FOR FURTHER REFERENCE  

 

Bangladesh: Muzzling dissent online, 12 November 2018, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asa13/9364/2018/en/  

Bangladesh: No Space for Dissent – Bangladesh’s Crackdown on Freedom of Expression Online, 26 July 2021, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asa13/4294/2021/en/  

Bangladesh: Killed in “crossfire”: Allegations of extrajudicial executions in Bangladesh in the guise of a war on drugs, 4 
November 2019, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asa13/1265/2019/en/  

Bangladesh: Launch a full investigation into alleged extrajudicial executions, 12 June 2018, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asa13/8575/2018/en/  

Bangladesh: Ensure immediate safety and security of the two Marma sisters with their consultation and consent and launch 
investigation into the sexual assault on them by members of Bangladesh army, 6 March 2018, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asa13/7999/2018/en/  

“Bangladesh: Alleged extrajudicial killings in the guise of a ‘war on drugs’”, 4 November 2019, amnesty.org/en/latest/press-
release/2019/11/bangladesh-killed-in-crossfire/ 

Bangladesh: “Rohingya children get access to education”, 28 January 2020, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/01/bangladesh-rohingya-children-get-access-to-education/ 

Bangladesh: Protect the indigenous Mro people from forced eviction, 22 November 2020, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asa13/3368/2020/en/  

Bangladesh: Fully implement rights provisions of the Chittagong Hill Tracts Peace Accord, 11 December 2020, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asa13/3407/2020/en/  

Bangladesh: Letter to Bangladesh’s law minister: end reprisals against journalist Rozina Islam, 21 June 2022, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asa13/5720/2022/en/  

Bangladesh: Feedback on proposed ‘Data Protection Act, 2022’ of Bangladesh, 27 April 2022, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asa13/5518/2022/en/  

“Bangladesh: New data protection bill threatens people’s right to privacy”, 27 April 2022, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2022/04/bangladesh-new-data-protection-bill-threatens-peoples-right-to-privacy/  

Amnesty International: Any tidal wave could drown us – Stories from the climate crisis, 3 November 2022, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/IOR40/6145/2022/en/ 

“Bangladesh: Authorities must end repression of demonstrations”, 8 December 2022, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2022/12/bangladesh-authorities-must-end-repression-of-demonstrations/  

“Bangladesh: Authorities must respect right to peaceful protest following bloody crackdowns”, 26 March 2021, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/03/bangladesh-authorities-must-respect-right-to-peaceful-protest-following-
bloody-crackdowns-2/ 

“Bangladesh authorities must conduct prompt, thorough, impartial, and independent investigations into the death of 
protesters and respect people’s right to peaceful assembly”, 1 April 2021 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/04/bangladesh-protests-statement/  



 

 
INDEX:   ASA 13/6649/2023 
MARCH 2023 
LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 

amnesty.org  

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 
INTERNATIONAL SECRETARIAT 
 
www.amnesty.org 

“Bangladesh: Halt relocation of Rohingya refugees to remote island”, 3 December 2020, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2020/12/bangladesh-halt-relocation-of-rohingya-refugees-to-remote-
island/ 

 “Let us speak for our rights” – Human rights situation of Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh, 14 September 2020, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asa13/2884/2020/en/  
 
“Bangladesh: Restore and strengthen capacity of community-led schools in Rohingya camps”, 28 April 2022, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2022/04/bangladesh-restore-and-strengthen-capacity-of-community-led-schools-
in-rohingya-camps/  

“Bangladesh: Urgent emergency measures must aid all impacted by fire in Rohingya Refugee camps”, 6 March 2023, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2023/03/bangladesh-urgent-emergency-measures-must-aid-all-impacted-by-fire-
in-rohingya-refugee-camps/  

The State of the World’s Human Rights: Amnesty International’s Annual Report 2021/22 (2023), ‘Bangladesh’ entry pp. 85-89 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/research/2022/03/annual-report-202122/  

 

ANNEX 2 

MATRIX OF RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE PREVIOUS CYCLE, WITH COMMENTS ON 

PROGRESS 

 
Recommendation Position Full list of themes Assessment/comments on level 

of implementation 

Theme: A41 Constitutional and legislative framework 

147.68 Review all existing and 
proposed legislation relating to 
freedom of expression, both 
online and offline, to ensure that 
it fully complies with the relevant 
international standards (Ireland); 
Source of position: A/HRC/39/12 
- Para. 147 

Supported A41 Constitutional and legislative 
framework 
D43 Freedom of opinion and 
expression 
Affected persons: 
- general 
- media 

Partly implemented  
 
Bangladesh has repealed Section 
54, 55, 56, 57 and 66 of the 
Information and Communication 
Technology Act. However, the 
Digital Security Act introduced in 
October 2018 expanded some of 
the provisions taken out from ICT 
Act into several sections in DSA 
with punishment up to life 
imprisonment.  
 
Cosmetic changes were made to 
the Digital Security Act before it 
was introduced in October 2018. 
However, the DSA as it was passed 
in 2018 contains provisions that 
violate international human rights 
law standards.   
 
Bangladesh had at least 433 
prisoners under the Digital 
Security Act as of 11 July 2021, 
mostly held on allegations of 

148.3 Enforce constitutional 
provisions safeguarding freedom 
of expression, including by 
amending section 57 of the 
Information and Communication 
Technology Act and relevant 
provisions of the draft Digital 
Security Act (Australia); 
Source of position: 
A/HRC/39/12/Add.1 - Para. 1 

Supported A41 Constitutional and legislative 
framework 
D43 Freedom of opinion and 
expression 
Affected persons: 
- general 
- media 

148.13 Review and amend the 
laws that restrict freedom of 
expression, such as section 57 of 
the 2006 Information and 
Communication Technology Act 
(Mexico); 

Supported A41 Constitutional and legislative 
framework 
D43 Freedom of opinion and 
expression 
Affected persons: 
- general 
- media 
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Source of position: 
A/HRC/39/12/Add.1 - Para. 1 

- human rights defenders publishing “false or offensive 
information” under Section 25.  
 
Amnesty International has found a 
concerning pattern in which the 
authorities weaponized Sections 
25 (publication of false or 
offensive information), 29 
(Publication of defamatory 
information), and 31 (Offence and 
punishment for deteriorating law 
and order) of the Act to target and 
harass critical voices.  
 
According to a report by human 
rights group Ain o Salish Kendra 
(ASK), 2,249 cases were filed 
under the DSA over the course of 
the year before the Cyber 
Tribunals in Dhaka, Rajshahi and 
Chittagong divisions alone. Article 
19 documented media reports of 
114 DSA cases between January 
and November and found that the 
vast majority (78 cases) were filed 
in connection with posts on social 
media. It also found that 46 out of 
the 114 cases were filed by 
individuals associated with the 
ruling party.  
 
According to the country’s 
Department of Prison, Bangladesh 
had 185 prisoners under Section 
25, 162 persons under Section 29 
and 163 persons under Section 31 
as of 11 July 2021. One prisoner 
may have been implicated in 
multiple charges. 
 

147.71 Ensure democratic space 
for all political actors, including 
the implementation of domestic 
laws, without restrictions on the 
exercise of the rights to freedom 
of expression and of peaceful 
assembly (Switzerland); 
Source of position: A/HRC/39/12 
- Para. 147 

Supported A41 Constitutional and legislative 
framework 
D43 Freedom of opinion and 
expression 
D44 Right to peaceful assembly 
Affected persons: 
- general 
- media 
- judges, lawyers and 
prosecutors 

Not yet implemented   
 
Bangladesh shut down the 
internet six times in 2022 as a 
’weapon of control’ during the 
BNP's protest rallies61 Between 
January 2019 to December 2022, 
the state reportedly banned 99 
protests under Section 144 of 
Criminal Procedure Code.62 
 
In March 2021, the police used 
lethal force in demonstrations 
against the visit of Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, leading 
to the deaths of at least 14 

147.7 Bring legislation into 
conformity with the obligations 
under the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights by 
repealing restrictive provisions 
that limit the rights of journalists, 

Supported A41 Constitutional and legislative 
framework 
D43 Freedom of opinion and 
expression 
H1 Human rights defenders 
Affected persons: 
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human rights defenders and civil 
society organizations to freedom 
of expression and free speech 
(Latvia); 
Source of position: A/HRC/39/12 
- Para. 147 

- general 
- media 
- human rights defenders 

protestors and injuring hundreds 
of others.63 
 
In September 2022, police shot to 
death Shaon Mahmud alias Akash, 
a young activist from the 
Jatiyatabadi Jubo Daland and 
injured dozens more after opening 
fire on demonstrators at a protest 
against power cuts and rising food 
costs.64 

Theme: B51 Right to an effective remedy 

147.89 Investigate all cases of 
murder and violence against 
journalists and bloggers and bring 
the perpetrators to justice 
(Slovakia); 
Source of position: A/HRC/39/12 
- Para. 147 

Supported B51 Right to an effective remedy 
B52 Impunity 
A47 Good governance 
Affected persons: 
- media 

Not yet implemented  
 
Photojournalist Shafiqul Islam 
Kajol was not seen for 53 days 
after he left his office on 10 March 
2020, raising concerns that he was 
forcibly disappeared by the 
authorities. A case of 
disappearance was filed by his son 
on 18 March 2020. Instead of 
investigating into his suspected 
enforced disappearance, Shafiqul 
Islam Kajol was arrested under 
Digital Security Act, 53 days into 
his disappearance.  
  
 
Bangladeshi writer Mushtaq 
Ahmed died languishing in prison 
without trial for 10 months, after 
he was detained under the Digital 
Security Act for criticising the 
Bangladeshi government’s 
response to COVID-19 pandemic. 
The government’s probe 
committee concluded that he died 
of natural causes, reportedly from 
a heart attack. He was denied bail 
at least six times. He should not 
have spent a single minute in 
prison let alone his final ones.  
  
 
Cartoonist Ahmed Kabir Kishore, 
who was arrested in the same 
case as Mushtaq Ahmed, was 
released a week after Mushtaq 
Ahmed died in prison. He told 
Amnesty International that he was 
forcibly disappeared from his 
Dhaka residence at least three 
days prior to the date in official 
records of his arrest. He also said 
that both Mushtaq Ahmed and he 
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were tortured in custody of one or 
more state security agencies. On 
10 March 2021, Ahmed Kabir 
Kishore filed a case with the 
metropolitan sessions judge’s 
court in Dhaka, under the Torture 
and Custodial Death (Prevention) 
Act – 2013, seeking redress.  
 
Bangladesh has not acceded to 
the International Convention for 
the Protection of All Persons 
Against Enforced Disappearance 
or the OP-CAT.  
  

Theme: B52 Impunity 

147.77 Protect human rights 
defenders and journalists from 
harassment by combating 
impunity and ensuring the 
prompt and impartial 
investigation of all violations 
against human rights defenders 
(Netherlands); 
Source of position: A/HRC/39/12 
- Para. 147 

Supported B52 Impunity 
H1 Human rights defenders 
D51 Administration of justice & 
fair trial 
Affected persons: 
- media 
- human rights defenders 

Not yet implemented  
  
Labour rights activist Ruhul Amin, 
35, has been detained at least 
three times between April 2018 
and October 2020 for organizing 
protests against the Bangladeshi 
government’s decision to shut 
down state-owned jute mills. He 
was last arrested on 26 February 
2021 for posting on Facebook a 
call to protest in front of 
Bangladesh’s National Parliament, 
the death of Bangladeshi writer 
Mushtaq Ahmed in prison. He was 
accused of attempting to 
deteriorate law and order under 
the Digital Security Act. He faces 
up to 7 years in prison if 
convicted. 

Theme: D22 Extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions 

147.8 Promptly implement the 
recommendations accepted in 
the second cycle of the universal 
periodic review, on extrajudicial 
executions, and enforced 
disappearances, and against 
torture (France); 
Source of position: A/HRC/39/12 
- Para. 147 

Supported D22 Extrajudicial, summary or 
arbitrary executions 
D25 Prohibition of torture and 
cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment 
D32 Enforced disappearances 
D33 Arbitrary arrest and 
detention 
A26 Cooperation with the 
Universal Periodic Review (UPR) 
Affected persons: 
- persons deprived of their 
liberty 

Not yet implemented  
  
A 2019 report by Amnesty 
International documented 
allegations of enforced 
disappearance and extrajudicial 
executions associated with 
Bangladesh’s anti-narcotics drive 
in 2018. The report also 
documented allegations against 
law enforcement agencies of 
making up evidence, especially 
witness statements after each 
incident. At least five witnesses 
interviewed by Amnesty 
International have said that they 
were involuntarily taken to the 
spot after the incident. 
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Theme: D25 Prohibition of torture and cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment 

148.12 Enhance efforts to 
prevent cases of torture and 
enforced disappearance and to 
prosecute perpetrators (Italy); 
Source of position: 
A/HRC/39/12/Add.1 - Para. 1 

Supported D25 Prohibition of torture and 
cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment 
D32 Enforced disappearances 
B52 Impunity 
Affected persons: 
- persons deprived of their 
liberty 
- disappeared persons 

Not yet implemented  
 
Bangladesh has not ratified the 
International Convention for the 
Protection of All Persons from 
Enforced Disappearance. 
 
A 2019 investigation into 
allegations of extrajudicial 
executions, Amnesty International 
found out that all of them were 
subjected to enforced 
disappearances lasting between 
one day to month than a month 
before they were killed.  

147.80 Ensure effective 
protection of the lives and 
security of human rights 
defenders and journalists against 
human rights violations, including 
enforced disappearance, torture 
and extrajudicial killings (Republic 
of Korea); 
Source of position: A/HRC/39/12 
- Para. 147 

Supported D25 Prohibition of torture and 
cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment 
D32 Enforced disappearances 
H1 Human rights defenders 
Affected persons: 
- judges, lawyers and 
prosecutors 
- human rights defenders 
- disappeared persons 
  
  
  

Not yet implemented  
 
A July 2021 briefing by Amnesty 
International found out that 
journalists, photojournalists, 
cartoonists, musicians, human 
rights defenders, entrepreneurs, 
teenage students and a farmer 
have been subjected to a wide 
range of human rights violations, 
including enforced 
disappearances, arbitrary 
detentions, torture and other ill 
treatment.  
  

Theme: D26 Conditions of detention 

147.84 Consider measures to 
accelerate trial process with a 
view to reducing pending cases 
and the number of pretrial 
detainees as well as safeguarding 
their basic rights (Malaysia); 
Source of position: A/HRC/39/12 
- Para. 147 

Supported D26 Conditions of detention 
D31 Liberty and security - 
general 
D51 Administration of justice & 
fair trial 
Affected persons: 
- persons deprived of their 
liberty 

Not yet implemented  
 
More people are imprisoned 
under Bangladesh’s draconian 
Digital Security Act than those 
who have been released. 
Bangladesh had at least 433 
prisoners under the DSA as of 11 
July 2021 with the longest serving 
prisoner being detained since 24 
December 2018, according to the 
country’s Department of Prisons. 
There were 358 prisoners under 
the law exactly one year ago. 
Many people detained under the 
Digital Security Act suffered 
detention for various periods even 
before their cases appear for trial. 

Theme: D42 Freedom of thought, conscience and religion 
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147.67 Protect freedom of 
expression in media, politics and 
religion, and work with civil 
society to address concerns 
regarding section 57 of the 
Information and Communication 
Technology Act (United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland); 
Source of position: A/HRC/39/12 
- Para. 147 

Supported D42 Freedom of thought, 
conscience and religion 
D43 Freedom of opinion and 
expression 
Affected persons: 
- media 

Partly implemented 
  
Bangladesh has repealed Section 
54, 55, 56, 57 and 66 of the 
Information and Communication 
Technology Act. However, the 
Digital Security Act introduced in 
October 2018 expanded some of 
the provisions taken out of the ICT 
Act into several sections in the 
DSA with punishment up to life 
imprisonment.   

147.74 Continue efforts to 
protect freedom of expression 
and freedom of religion or belief 
for all citizens and residents, and 
to support civil society 
participation (Poland); 
Source of position: A/HRC/39/12 
- Para. 147 

Supported D42 Freedom of thought, 
conscience and religion 
D43 Freedom of opinion and 
expression 
D45 Freedom of association 
Affected persons: 
- general 

Not yet implemented  
  
Two folk musicians were charged 
with the vague and overbroad 
provision of hurting religious 
sentiment under the Digital 
Security Act. According to 
Bangladesh’s Department of 
Prison, as of 11 July 2021 at least 
40 persons were detained under 
Section 28 of the Act, which 
stipulates up to 10 years in prison 
for “hurting religious values or 
sentiment.” 

Theme: D43 Freedom of opinion and expression 

147.65 Take effective measures 
to ensure that the press can work 
free from the oppression by 
instances of censorship, threats, 
physical assaults and killings 
(Slovakia); 
Source of position: A/HRC/39/12 
- Para. 147 

Supported D43 Freedom of opinion and 
expression 
Affected persons: 
- media 

Not yet implemented  
 
An analysis of print and online 
news by Amnesty International 
shows that more than 100 
journalists have been sued under 
Bangladesh’s draconian Digital 
Security Act between January 
2019 and July 2021, and at least 
40 of them were arrested.  
  
A July 2021 briefing by Amnesty 
International found out that 
writers, journalists, 
photojournalists and cartoonists 
have been subjected to a wide 
range of human rights violations, 
including enforced 
disappearances, arbitrary 
detentions, torture and other ill 
treatment. 
  
Amnesty International has found a 
concerning pattern in which the 
authorities weaponized Sections 
25 (publication of false or 
offensive information), 29 

148.14 Review and redraft the 
proposed Digital Security Act to 
ensure online freedom of 
expression (Norway); 
Source of position: 
A/HRC/39/12/Add.1 - Para. 1 

Supported D43 Freedom of opinion and 
expression 
Affected persons: 
- general 
- media 
- human rights defenders 

148.15 Redraft the Digital 
Security Act in line with 
international norms and 
standards for freedom of 
expression (Sweden); 
Source of position: 
A/HRC/39/12/Add.1 - Para. 1 

Supported D43 Freedom of opinion and 
expression 
Affected persons: 
- general 
- media 
- human rights defenders 

147.66 Take prompt and effective 
measures to ensure that freedom 
of assembly and expression 
extends in practice — both online 
and offline — to all people, 
media, civil society and political 

Supported D43 Freedom of opinion and 
expression 
D44 Right to peaceful assembly 
D7 Right to participation in 
public affairs and right to vote 
Affected persons: 
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parties, throughout the upcoming 
election campaign and beyond 
(Canada); 
Source of position: A/HRC/39/12 
- Para. 147 

- media (Publication of defamatory 
information), and 31 (Offence and 
punishment for deteriorating law 
and order) of the Act to target and 
harass critical voices.  
According to the country’s 
Department of Prison, Bangladesh 
had 185 prisoners under Section 
25, 162 persons under Section 29 
and 163 persons under Section 31 
as of 11 July 2021. One prisoner 
may have been implicated in 
multiple charges.  
  
Labour rights activist Ruhul Amin, 
35, has been detained at least 
three times between April 2018 
and October 2020 for organizing 
protests against the Bangladeshi 
government’s decision to shut 
down state-owned jute mills. He 
was last arrested on 26 February 
2021 for posting on Facebook a 
call to protest in front of 
Bangladesh’s National Parliament, 
the death of Bangladeshi writer 
Mushtaq Ahmed in prison. He was 
accused of attempting to 
deteriorate law and order under 
the Digital Security Act. He faces 
up to 7 years in prison if 
convicted. 
 
Bangladesh had at least 433 
prisoners under the Digital 
Security Act as of 11 July 2021, 
mostly held on allegations of 
publishing “false or offensive 
information” under Section 25.  
 
Amnesty International has found a 
concerning pattern in which the 
authorities weaponized Sections 
25 (publication of false or 
offensive information), 29 
(Publication of defamatory 
information), and 31 (Offence and 
punishment for deteriorating law 
and order) of the Act to target and 
harass critical voices. 
 
According to the country’s 
Department of Prison, Bangladesh 
had 185 prisoners under Section 
25, 162 persons under Section 29 
and 163 persons under Section 31 

147.73 Safeguard freedoms of 
political expression and 
association, without reprisals, 
censorship, intimidation or 
restrictive legal action, and that 
Bangladesh safeguard the 
independence of media (New 
Zealand); 
Source of position: A/HRC/39/12 
- Para. 147 

Supported D43 Freedom of opinion and 
expression 
D45 Freedom of association 
Affected persons: 
- media 

147.70 Guarantee freedom of 
expression in the Digital Security 
Act (France); 
Source of position: A/HRC/39/12 
- Para. 147 

Supported D43 Freedom of opinion and 
expression 
D46 Right to private life, privacy 
Affected persons: 
- media 

147.69 Take effective measures 
to ensure freedom of expression 
and end all assaults on journalists 
and human rights defenders, as 
well as ensure that the proposed 
Digital Security Act is in line with 
international standards (Estonia); 
Source of position: A/HRC/39/12 
- Para. 147 

Supported D43 Freedom of opinion and 
expression 
H1 Human rights defenders 
Affected persons: 
- general 
- media 
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as of 11 July 2021. One prisoner 
may have been implicated in 
multiple charges. 
 

Theme: G5 Refugees & asylum seekers 

147.164 Continue efforts to host 
the forcibly displaced Myanmar 
nationals until they voluntarily 
return to their homeland in 
safety, security and dignity 
(Yemen); 
Source of position: A/HRC/39/12 
- Para. 147 

Supported G5 Refugees & asylum seekers 
Affected persons: 
- refugees & asylum seekers 

Implemented  
  
Bangladesh continues to host 
nearly one million Rohingya 
refugees. More than 740,000 of 
them arrived after 25 August 
2017. 

147.165 Continue to pursue 
strong efforts bilaterally as well 
as internationally and with help 
and assistance from the 
international community, for the 
sustainable resolution of the 
Rohingya crisis (Azerbaijan); 
Source of position: A/HRC/39/12 
- Para. 147 

Supported G5 Refugees & asylum seekers 
A3 Inter-State cooperation & 
development assistance 
Affected persons: 
- refugees & asylum seekers 

Partly implemented  
  
A UN resolution on the “Human 
Rights Situation of Rohingya 
Muslims and other 
Minorities in Myanmar” was 
adopted at the 47th session of the 
UN Human Rights Council in July 
2021. The resolution called on the 
international community to 
provide humanitarian assistance 
until the Rohingya refugees can 
return to Myanmar. Bangladesh 
called on the international 
community to play a visible and 
effective role in ensuring that 
Rohingya refugees can return 
home with security and dignity. 
The international funding which 
secured 72 to 75% of the annual 
appeal in the first three years 
declined to 65% in 2020. 
  
  

147.166 Continue to work with 
international partners and 
Myanmar to find a sustainable 
solution that enables those 
displaced to return home 
voluntarily, safely and with 
dignity (New Zealand); 
Source of position: A/HRC/39/12 
- Para. 147 

Supported G5 Refugees & asylum seekers 
A3 Inter-State cooperation & 
development assistance 
Affected persons: 
- refugees & asylum seekers 

147.167 Continue to hold 
constructive dialogue with 
Myanmar and make efforts to 
implement the bilateral 
agreement, aiming at steady and 
rapid repatriation of refugees 
(Japan). 
Source of position: A/HRC/39/12 
- Para. 147 

Supported G5 Refugees & asylum seekers 
A3 Inter-State cooperation & 
development assistance 
Affected persons: 
- refugees & asylum seekers 

Not yet implemented  
 
The conditions in Myanmar are 
not conducive for the “safe, 
dignified, voluntary and 
sustainable” returns of the 
Rohingya refugees. Rohingya 
people in Bangladesh 
overwhelmingly wish to return 
home when it is safe for them to 
do so. Crucially, they have a right 
to participate in the decisions that 
affect them.  
  
Accountability is an essential 
component of these conditions.  
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Even before the coup, the 
circumstances in Myanmar were 
anything but conducive to those 
conditions. Returns must follow 
the principle of non- refoulement 
which is binding upon all states. 

148.22 Continue improving 
Rohingya refugees’ conditions 
and investigating allegations of 
abuses and human rights 
violations against them in 
accordance with international 
standards (Holy See); 
Source of position: 
A/HRC/39/12/Add.1 - Para. 1 

Supported G5 Refugees & asylum seekers 
A3 Inter-State cooperation & 
development assistance 
D51 Administration of justice & 
fair trial 
Affected persons: 
- refugees & asylum seekers 

Partly implemented  
  
Bangladesh is host to nearly one 
million Rohingya refugees. In 
Bangladesh, the Rohingya men, 
women, and children found a 
second chance at life. The country 
in January 2020 committed to 
provide Rohingya children with 
access to education in Myanmar 
curriculum.  
 
Access to education for Rohingya 
refugees from Myanmar improved 
during the year despite some early 
setbacks. Between December 
2021 and April 2022, the 
government reportedly shut down 
and dismantled about 30 
community-led schools. Rohingya 
refugees alleged that some 
schoolteachers were detained by 
the Armed Police Battalion and 
released only after signing a paper 
confirming that they would stop 
teaching. In May, the situation 
improved when UNICEF reported 
enrolling 10,000 Rohingya children 
in the Myanmar Curriculum Pilot, 
which sought to provide Rohingya 
children with education based on 
the national curriculum of their 
home country. This had been a 
key demand from humanitarian 
actors since the start of the 
refugee crisis. However, UNICEF 
estimated that, of the more than 
400,000 school-aged Rohingya 
children in Bangladesh’s refugee 
camps, 100,000 were not yet 
attending learning centres. On 19 
June, the day before World 
Refugee Day, tens of thousands of 
Rohingya refugees held a 
demonstration named “Bari 
Cholo” (Let Us Go Home) spanning 
23 camps in Ukhia and Teknaf. 
Despite concerns from the 
international community and 
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human rights groups, the 
Bangladesh government persisted 
in its plans to relocate at least 
100,000 Rohingya refugees to the 
remote and flood-prone Bhasan 
Char island.  
 
In October, 963 Rohingya refugees 
were relocated to Bhasan Char, 
bringing the total number to 
30,079, according to official 
figures. Refugees attempting to 
flee the remote island were 
reportedly detained by police, 
raising doubts as to the voluntary 
nature of the relocation.  
  
Amnesty International 
documented allegations of sexual 
abuse on the island by security 
officials. Instead of commissioning 
a prompt and impartial 
investigation into the allegations, 
the authorities vehemently 
refused.  
  
On 5 March, a massive fire broke 
out in the afternoon in Cox’s Bazar 
area of Bangladesh, which is the 
largest refugee camp in the world. 
The fire destroyed around 2000 
shelters and left around 12000 
Rohingya refugees homeless. 
Since January 2021, there have 
been more than 200 fire incidents 
in the Rohingya camps including 
60 cases of arson. 
  

Theme: H1 Human rights defenders 

147.76 Guarantee the security of 
human rights defenders (France); 
Source of position: A/HRC/39/12 
- Para. 147 

Supported H1 Human rights defenders 
Affected persons: 
- human rights defenders 

Not yet implemented  
 
Human rights defenders are often 
demonised, harassed, intimidated 
and arrested for organizing 
movements.  
  
On 26 February 2021, Labour 
rights activist Ruhul Amin posted 
on Facebook a call to protest 
against the death of writer 
Mushtaq Ahmed in prison. Police 
arrested him on charges of 
“attempting to deteriorate law 
and order” under the DSA. He 

147.23 Ensure that police officers 
are adequately trained and 
instructed to investigate reports 
of harassment, attacks and death 
threats against journalists, media 
workers, human rights defenders 
and activists and ensure the 
protection of those under threat 
in accordance with international 
human rights law (Finland); 

Supported H1 Human rights defenders 
A43 Human rights policies 
A54 Awareness raising and 
dissemination 
A53 Professional training in 
human rights 
Affected persons: 
- media 
- human rights defenders 



 

 
INDEX:   ASA 13/6649/2023 
MARCH 2023 
LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 

amnesty.org  

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 
INTERNATIONAL SECRETARIAT 
 
www.amnesty.org 

Source of position: A/HRC/39/12 
- Para. 147 

faces up to seven years in prison if 
convicted. 
  
On 28 May 2021, police arrested 
Shahnewaz Chowdhury, an 
engineer and rights defender for a 
Facebook post where he shared 
his personal opinion that was 
critical about a power plant in his 
area.  
 
Human rights groups said that in 
some cases they have been denied 
permission to host peaceful 
assembly. The government has 
curtailed operations of local 
human rights organizations such 
as Odhikar under laws such as the 
“Foreign Donations (Voluntary 
Activities) Regulation Act 2016”.  

147.78 Ensure that human rights 
defenders, journalists and civil 
society have a safe and enabling 
environment and can operate 
freely without fear of reprisals 
(Norway);  
Source of position: A/HRC/39/12 
- Para. 147 

Supported H1 Human rights defenders 
D43 Freedom of opinion and 
expression 
D45 Freedom of association 
Affected persons: 
- media 
- human rights defenders 

147.75 Publicly commit to 
ensuring that journalists, 
bloggers, human rights defenders 
and civil society organizations are 
able to carry out their activities 
without fear of surveillance, 
intimidation, harassment, arrest, 
prosecution or retribution 
(Austria); 
Source of position: A/HRC/39/12 
- Para. 147 

Supported H1 Human rights defenders 
D46 Right to private life, privacy 
D43 Freedom of opinion and 
expression 
Affected persons: 
- media 
- human rights defenders 

Theme: A24 Cooperation with special procedures 

149.19 Issue and implement a 
standing invitation to all special 
procedures (Czechia); 
Source of position: A/HRC/39/12 
- Para. 149 

Noted A24 Cooperation with special 
procedures 
Affected persons: 
- general 

Not yet implemented  
  
Despite noting the request to 
cooperate with special 
procedures, no progress has been 
made with regards to 
implementing a standing 
invitation to all special 
procedures. 

149.20 Respond positively to 
pending visit requests by special 
procedure mandate holders of 
the Human Rights Council and 
consider extending a standing 
invitation to all mandate holders 
(Latvia); 
Source of position: A/HRC/39/12 
- Para. 149 

Noted A24 Cooperation with special 
procedures 
Affected persons: 
- general 

Not yet implemented  
  
With exception of accepting visits 
by the UN Special Rapporteur on 
Myanmar since the last UPR, 
Bangladesh has not granted visits 
to any other requests made by the 
Special Procedures. There are at 
least 17 pending visit requests and 
five other requests that were not 
followed up. 
  

Theme: A41 Constitutional and legislative framework 
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149.46 Revise media laws, in 
consultation with civil society, to 
decriminalize “defamation” and 
“hurting religious sentiment”, and 
limit proposed extended jail 
terms for these offences (United 
States of America); 
Source of position: A/HRC/39/12 
- Para. 149 

Noted A41 Constitutional and legislative 
framework 
D42 Freedom of thought, 
conscience and religion 
D43 Freedom of opinion and 
expression 
Affected persons: 
- media 

Not yet implemented 
  
In March 2022, a teacher in 
Munshiganj district was arrested 
for “hurting religious sentiments” 
by discussing the difference 
between science and religion in 
class, after a complaint was made 
by the school’s office assistant. 
After his release 19 days later, the 
teacher told media that he felt he 
was “framed” because of internal 
conflicts in the school 

149.45 Decriminalize defamation 
and include it in the Civil Code in 
accordance with international 
standards, and take steps to 
create an independent broadcast 
licensing authority (Estonia); 
Source of position: A/HRC/39/12 
- Para. 149 

Noted A41 Constitutional and legislative 
framework 
D43 Freedom of opinion and 
expression 
Affected persons: 
- general 
- media 

Not yet implemented 
  
Cases against six out of 10 
individuals analysed by Amnesty 
International featured criminal 
defamation charges, where the 
complainant was either a law 
enforcement official or someone 
else other than the person said to 
be defamed. In those cases, the 
authorities also included 
assumption that social media 
posts by the individuals were 
“about to” deteriorate law and 
order. Satire and criticism were 
treated as false, offensive or 
derogatory information under the 
law.  
  
In one case, a farmer, who cannot 
read or write, was initially 
implicated with defamation 
charges under Bangladesh’s 
draconian Digital Security Act. 
However, after failing to 
corroborate any evidence against 
the farmer of using a digital 
platform, police on 15 April 2021 
charged him for defamation under 
Bangladesh’s Penal Code 1860. If 
convicted, he faces up to two 
years in jail. 

149.49 Repeal the Information 
and Communication Technology 
Act (2006), as amended in 2013, 
or modify the Information and 
Communication Technology Act 
to bring it in line with 
international law and standards 
(Greece);  
Source of position: A/HRC/39/12 
- Para. 149 

Noted A41 Constitutional and legislative 
framework 
D43 Freedom of opinion and 
expression 
Affected persons: 
- general 
- media 

Implemented  
  
Bangladesh has repealed Section 
54, 55, 56, 57 and 66 of the 
Information and Communication 
Technology Act and therefore, 
amended the ICT Act provisions 
that were mostly used in 
contravention of international 
human rights law. 
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Economic and Social Rights and the Right to Development 

147.96 Step up efforts made to 
improve economic and social 
rights, notably through follow-up 
to the 2021 vision and the five-
year plan (2016–2021) (Morocco) 
 
Source of position: A/HRC/39/12 
- Para. 147 

Supported  E Economic, social and cultural 
rights 
S08 SDG 8 - economic growth, 
employment, decent work 
Affected persons: 
- general 

Partly implemented 
 
While Bangladesh has been hailed 

as a model for poverty reduction, 

its tax:GDP ratio has been on a 

downward trend resulting in 

limited resources to realise human 

development. Bangladesh should 

review its tax exemptions 

(including within its tax treaties) 

to ensure they do not 

disproportionately limit the 

maximum available revenue 

available to government to realise 

human rights and development. It 

should also zero-rate essential 

commodities such as medicines 

and sanitary pads and equitably 

expand the tax base by 

strengthening taxes on wealth. 

Additionally, Bangladesh should 

develop strong policy and legal 

measures to tackle illicit financial 

flows.  
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