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South Sudan must develop a human rights agenda and action plan

Speaking at the UN Human Rights Council today, Amnesty International welcomed South
Sudan’s support for 210 out of 246! recommendations made during its third Universal Periodic
Review (UPR). Nevertheless, Amnesty International regretted that South Sudan has not
implemented its commitment from its first review to develop a human rights agenda and action
plan? and urged South Sudan to do so without delay.

On 2 February 2022, Amnesty International and partners offered the government
recommendations for ten human rights priorities that, at a minimum, should feature in such an
agenda.® These priorities include human rights issues raised during this UPR and which
Amnesty International highlighted in its submission to the Working Group,* including violations
of the right to life; freedoms of expression and opinion, association and peaceful assembly;
freedom from torture and other ill-treatment, and concerns regarding arbitrary arrest and
prolonged detention; the use of the death penalty; and impunity for crimes under international
law.®

Amnesty International said that it regretted that South Sudan noted all 18 recommendations
regarding steps to abolish the death penalty;® all four recommendations regarding ratification of
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the Rome Statute;’ the recommendation to adopt the Memorandum of Understanding to
establish the Hybrid Court for South Sudan;® and three recommendations regarding ending
unlawful and extra-judicial killings of civilians.®

Amnesty International welcomed support for ratification of key human rights treaties!°, for 21
out of 25 recommendations regarding civic space!! and 42 out of 48 regarding accountability!?
and urged South Sudan to implement them without delay. The organization regretted that South
Sudan noted four recommendations!® urging the government to take concrete action to protect
civic space and urged the government to reverse its decision, especially in light of possible
forthcoming elections.

The organization concluded its statement by urging the government to submit a mid-term report
on progress towards implementation of supported recommendations and to use an Item 6
General Debate to bring this to the attention of UN Member States.

Background

This public statement is based on an oral statement Amnesty International delivered to the
Human Rights Council on 4 July 2022, during the adoption of South Sudan’s UPR outcome
report.
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