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AI Index number: MDE13/2308/2020  ± Updated on 29 July 2022  

IRAN: DETAILS OF 321 DEATHS IN CRACKDOWN ON 
NOVEMBER 2019 PROTESTS  
 

This document contains the details of 321 men, women and children documented by Amnesty 
Hmsdqm`shnm`k `r g`uhmf addm jhkkdc ax Hq`m­r rdbtqhsx enqbdr ctqhmf sgdhq bq`bjcnvm nmmass protests 
that erupted across Iran between 15 and 19 November 2019, following sgd fnudqmldms­r
announcement about the significant overnight rise in the price of fuel. 1  

 

1 This document was updated on 29 July 2022 to reflect new information received by Amnesty International 

since 16 November 2021, when an earlier version of this document was released. It includes five revisions to the 
recorded deaths, which stood at 324 in the November 2021 version . The first revision refers to the addition of a 
newly identified victim, Hossein Haji Abadi, who is listed under entry in  109  the annex of the latest updated 
version. The second revision pertains to a formerly unidentified victim who was listed under entry 264  in the 
annex of the earlier November 2021 version based on information gathered from state media outlets. Amnesty 
International has since learned that this formerly unidentified victim is Mohammad Safari whose details were 
listed under entry 189 in the November 2021 version. As such, the details previously recorded under entry 264 
have been removed. Mohammad Safari remains listed under entry 189  in the latest updated version. The third  
revision pertains to entries 250 and 251 in the November 2021 version, which referred, respectively, to Taher 
Achrash and Taher Alkhamis (Hatavi). Amnesty International has since learned that these two names referred to 
one person, and according to information recorded on his gravestone, the picture of which has been obtained by 
Amnesty International, his legal name is Taher Achrash. This victim is listed under entry 250  in the latest 
updated version. The fourth and fifth revisions pertain to entries 65 and 263 in the November 2021 version, 
which referred, respectively, to a child victim by the surname of Chan'ani (first name unidentified) and an 
unidentified woman (possibly named Zahra or Hosnieh Etghi), both from Mahshahr, Khuzestan province. These 
two names had been reported to Amnesty International by four separate activists outside Iran, who were in 
contact with informed sources inside Iran. Two of these human rights activists have since informed Amnesty 
International that they have learned that the child and the woman had in fact survived their injuries, and the 
information that had widely circulated about their deaths in Mahshahr was incorrect. As noted in the 
methodology, some of the deaths recorded in this document are based on information directly obtained by 
Amnesty International from primary sources, while some others are based on information reported by human 
rights activists and journalists based in or outside Iran. The vast majority of victims from Mahshahr fall in the 
second category. Despite its efforts, Amnesty International has not been able to access primary sources in 
Mahshahr to independently verify the details of those reported by human rights activists and journalists as having 
been killed there. This is due to well-founded fears of reprisal in Khuzestan province, which is populated by 
Hq`m­r nooqdrrdc @gv`yh @q`a lhmnqhsx `r vdkk `r sgd l`qfhm`khydc rs`str ne uhbshlr­ e`lhkhdr vgn cvdkk hm
impoverished neighbourhoods and frequently lack the means to communicate via instant messaging applications. 
As a result of these latest revisions, as of 29 July 2022, the total number of deaths which Amnesty International 
has been able to obtain information about and record stood at 321. 

The November 2021 version updated an earlier version of this document, released on 20 May 2020, which 
recorded the details of 304 deaths. At the time, 65 of these 304 recorded cases concerned deaths which were 
confirmed, but the identities of the victims remained unknown. Between M ay 2020 and November 2021, 
Amnesty International was able to identify the names and details of 24 further victims. Three of these 24 victims 
died in Shahriar in which Amnesty International had previously recorded multiple unidentified victims. In 
addition, Amnesty International learned that one victim, Ali Mohammad Aghapour, who had been previously 
recorded as having been killed in Karaj had died in Malard. To prevent double counting, Amnesty International, 
therefore, substituted four entries which referred to unidentified victims from Malard and Shahriar in the earlier 
May 2020 version of this document with four updated entries naming the victims as Ali Mohammad Aghapour, 
Hassan Dadashi, Mohammad Taghi Rahimi and Omid Rezaiee and providing further details (numbered, 
respectively, 23, 100, 190, 216 in the November 2021 version of the document and 23, 99, 190 , 216  and in 
the latest updated July 2022 version).  
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Amnesty International believes that the real number of those killed is higher than 321. The 
organization is aware of scores of additional names that have been reported online, but  has assessed 
that it does not yet have sufficient reliable details to include them in its list of 32 1 recorded deaths. 
The lack of access to information is due, in large part, to the climate of intense fear created by the 
authorities, which has resulted in fewer families and other informed individuals being willing to 
speak out.    

On 16 November 2021, Amnesty International published some of these reported names in Persian 
on its Telegram, Instagram and Twitter accounts, and invited anyone with information about them or 
other victims hitherto unknown to contact the organization. The selection of these reported names 
was based on the amount of information available online about the date, place and circumstances of 
the alleged deaths, and/or the availability of pictures said to be depicting the reported victims and/or 
the gravesites where they were buried.   

Amnesty International g`r entmc sgd rdbtqhsx enqbdr­ trd ne kdsg`k enqbd `f`hmrs sgd u`rs l`inqhsx ne
those killed to be unlawful. In almost all protests that took place between 15 and 19 November, 
there is no evidence that people were in possession of firearms or that they posed an imminent 
threat to life that would have warranted the use of lethal force, according to extensive research, 
including video analysis, conducted by Amnesty International. The organization is aware of two 
reported exceptions in one city on 18 November and early hours of 19 November where gunfire is 
believed to have been exchanged between a number of protesters and security forces . 

Amnesty International has found that at least 238 of the recorded deaths resulted from incidents 
that took place over just two days on 16 and 17 November. 

Two years on from the protests, the devastated families of victims continue their struggle for truth 
and justice while facing intense harassment and intimidation from the authorities.  

Meanwhile, the authorities persist in their refusal to reveal the truth about the death toll ; conduct 
thorough, independent and impartial criminal investigations ; and bring to justice those responsible 
for ordering and carrying out these killings, which compounds the pain of victims­ relatives. In fact, 
the authorities have orchestrated a ruthless campaign to intimidate famili es and prevent them from 
speaking out, further entrenching impunity .  

Given the gravity of the human rights violations perpetrated and the systematic impunity prevailing 
in Iran, Amnesty International has reiterated its call to member states of the UN Human Rights 
Council to mandate an inquiry into the killings, and identify pathways for truth, justice, reparations, 
and guarantees of non-repetition. 

METHODOLOGY 

In the context of its ongoing investigation into the deadly repression of protests in November 2019, 
Amnesty International has researched cases of protesters and bystanders who were killed by security 
forces.  

As of 29 July 202 2, based on information obtained from credible sources, Amnesty International 
recorded 321 deaths resulting from the use of lethal force by security forces.  

For 150 of these recorded victims, Amnesty International obtained information from primary sources 
impacted by the deaths, including relatives, neighbours, friends, acquaintances, and eyewitnesses. 
In 131 other cases, it documented the deaths primarily based on information received from human 
rights activists and journalists based in or outside Iran. In 30 of them, it did so based on information 
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from medical staff working in facilities to which the dead and injured were brought .2 It documented 
the remaining 10 cases primarily based on the examination of videos that were broadcast by the 
Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting (IRIB) corporation in relation to the protests of November 
2019 and included interviews with the families of those killed. With respect to some of these 10 
b`rdr+ bnlokdldms`qx hmenql`shnm bnmbdqmhmf sgd uhbshl­r m`ld+ `fd `mc bhqbtlrs`mbdr ne cd`sg
were received from independent human rights activists and journalists.  

In order to ascertain the credibility of the information received from human rights activists and 
journalists, Amnesty International interviewed them about their sources of information, which 
typically included relatives, neighbours, friends, acquaintances and eyewitnesses. Similarly, for 
cases reported by medical staff, the organization interviewed the source to ascertain their reliability 
and the degree of their involvement in the system of recording deaths in their particular medical 
institution or their access to those records.  

For each recorded case, Amnesty International conducted internet searches and, where it was able 
to locate media articles or social media posts on the victim concerned, compared the information 
available online with the information received directly from primary or secondary sources.  

As part of its process of crosschecking and corroboration, Amnesty International obtained the funeral 
posters and/or pictures of the gravesites of more than half of the 321 victims. The organization was 
also able to obtain pictures of the gravestones of 97 victims and death and/or burial certificates of 
35 victims. Death and burial certificates in Iran record the  dates of birth and death, as well as the 
cause of death. The dates of birth and death recorded on the gravestone of the deceased are 
generally identical to the information recorded in their death and burial certificates. Families are not 
authorized to bury their loved ones or erect gravestones until a burial certificate has been issued by 
the Legal Medicine Organization of Iran, a state forensic institute working under the supervision of 
the judiciary. Pictures of gravesites obtained generally showed the burial ground before the erection 
of a gravestone over it. In many cases, a memorial poster containing the name and photograph of the 
deceased was seen laid on the ground and, in some cases, there was a small board on the grave site 
recording the name of the deceased and their date of death.  

Throughout the research process, Amnesty International took strict measures to prevent double 
counting and updated its entries after new verified information was received. These involved 
crosschecking the cases of reported deaths according to time, location and other unique identifiers, 
and eliminating those that could potentially refer to the same person.  

With respect to 256 of the 321 deaths, Amnesty International has identified the first and last names 
of the victim. In the case of four other deaths, it has identified  sgd uhbshl­r ehqrs nq k`rs m`ld nmkx, 
and in the case of one cd`sg+ hs g`r qdbdhudc hmenql`shnm hmchb`shmf sgd uhbshl­r onrrhakd ehqrs m`ld+
but was unable to confirm them.   

In the remaining 60 cases, the names of the victims are still unknown to Amnesty International. Half 
of these (30) are from the cities of Shahriar or Malard in Tehran province, one of the provinces with 
the highest death tolls in the country. These deaths were reported to Amnesty International by 
medical staff in one of the main hospitals in the area, which received a large number of dead bodies 
between 16 and 18 November 2019.  Twelve are from the city of Kermanshah in Kermanshah 
province, another area with a high death toll. These 12 cases were reported by a number of activists 
and a local journalist affiliated with state -media outlets, who had accessed information compiled by 
local officials on the number of deaths in the city of Kermanshah. The remaining 18 cases are from 

 

2 In May 2020, 34 of the deaths recorded were based on information received from medical staff concerning the 

cities of Shahriar and Malard. This number has since dropped to 30 as Amnesty International has identified four 

further victims by name from Shahriar (3) and Malard (1), and to prevent double counting, the organization has 

reduced the number of entries referring to the unidentified victims from 34 to 30.  
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the following areas: Baharestan, Tehran province (3); Malekshahr, Esfahan province (1); Mahshahr, 
Khuzestan province (1); Sadra, Fars province (4); Chardangeh, Tehran province (2); Fardis, Alborz 
province (1); Javanroud, Kermanshah province (1); Robatkarim, Tehran province (3); Sirjan, Kerman 
province (1); and Shiraz, Fars province (1). Two of these cases were reported by state media without 
referring to the names of the victims; 11 were reported by reliable local activists involved in 
community-level research; and the remaining five were identified through interviews with 
eyewitnesses who said they had seen a certain number of individuals being killed in front of them 
but did not know the victims by name.  

As part of its ongoing investigation into the unlawful use of lethal force during the protests, Amnesty 
International has also analysed extensive video footage, verified by its Digital Verification Corps, 
which showed Iranian security forces using firearms against unarmed protesters and bystanders.  

In order to trace the development of official narratives denying and distorting the scale, causes and 
circumstances of the killings, Amnesty International also regularly monitored state-affiliated media 
outlets in Iran, and analysed statements made by top state officials including the Supreme Leader, 
Ali Khamenei; the president, Hassan Rouhani; the minister of interior, Abdolreza Rahmani Fazli; and 
the secretary general of the Supreme National Security Council, Ali Shamkhani.  

Intelli gence and security officials in Iran have embarked on a campaign of harassment and 
intimidation of the families of those killed during the protests to prevent them from talking openly 
about their deaths. Many families interviewed by Amnesty International have reported being forced 
to sign undertakings that they would not speak to the media and would observe restrictions on how 
they commemorate their loved ones in order to be able to receive their bodies. In almost all cases 
recorded by Amnesty International, security and intelligence officials attended the funeral and 
memorial ceremonies of the victims apparently to ensure that the restrictions were observed in what 
constitutes a clear form of intimidation to the families of the victims . 

SEX AND AGE OF VICTIMS 

Of the 321 individuals on whose deaths Amnesty International has obtained detailed information, at 
least 258 were identified as adult men and nine as adult women. In addition, t he organization 
documented the cases of 21 boys, aged between 12 and 17.3  

 

3 See Amnesty International, Sgdx rgns ntq bghkcqdm­9 Jhkkhmfr ne lhmnqr hm Hq`m­r 1/08 Mnudladq oqnsdrsr+4 

March 2020 (Index number: MDE 13/1894/2020), online: amnesty.org/en /documents/mde13/1894/2020/en. 

Following the publication of this March 2020 report, which recorded 22 boys and one girl as having been killed, 

Amnesty International obtained new information indicating that one of the boys previously recorded as a child, 

Abnke`yk Rg`­a`mh+ v`r `fdc 07 xd`qr nkc `s sgd shld ne ghr cd`sg hm Mnudladq 1/08 `mc sgd fhqk qdbnqcdc `r

having been killed had survived her injuries. See footnote 1 above for additional details.   
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For 199  victims, Amnesty International was able to obtain information about their exact or 
approximate age. Based on this information , the majority of the recorded victims, at least 44%, were 
in their twenties and 26% percent were in their thirties .  

TIME FRAME OF KILLINGS 

Of the 321 deaths, Amnesty International concluded that at least six resulted from fatal incidents 
that took place on 15 November, the first day of the protests; 114 on 16 November; 84 on 17 
November; 27 on 18 November; and one on 19 November. In 39 additional cases, Amnesty 
International has recorded 16 or 17 November as the date of the fatal incident resulting in death, 
but has not been able to ascertain the exact day. In the remaining 50 cases, the organization has 
not been able to identify the date of the incident resulting in death , but believes the vast majority 
also took place on the second and third days of the protests, that is on 16 and 17 November. 
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GEOGRAPHIC SPREAD OF KILLINGS 

Amnesty International recorded the 321 victims as having been killed in 37 cities in eight provinces 
across the country (Alborz, Esfahan, Fars, Kerman, Kermanshah, Khuzestan, Kurdistan and 
Tehran),4 reflecting the widespread nature of the crackdown. The poverty-stricken suburbs around 
the capital, Tehran, suffered most, with at least 176 deaths recorded there.5 The minority-populated 
provinces of Khuzestan and Kermanshah, with 56 and 31 deaths respectively, were also badly 
affected.  

Below is a breakdown, by province, of the deaths of protesters and bystanders recorded so far by 
Amnesty International: 

 

 

 

4 In its first press release concerning the protests crackdown, issued on 19 November 2019, while protests were 

still ongoing and the in ternet was shut down,  Amnesty International referred to four reports of deaths from West 

Azerbaijan province, but later learned that while the reported victims or their families were originally from this 

province, they had died elsewhere.  

5 These suburban cities fall in the provinces of Alborz and Tehran, and include Andisheh, Baharestan, 

Nassimshahr, Boumehen, Chardangeh, Eslamshahr, Fardis, Karaj, Malard, Meshkindasht, Parand, Qods, 

Robatkarim and Shahriar.  

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2019/11/iran-more-than-100-protesters-believed-to-be-killed-as-top-officials-give-green-light-to-crush-protests/
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Province Number of individuals killed 

Tehran 142 

Khuzestan 56 

Alborz 34 

Kermanshah 31 

Fars 25 

Esfahan 24 

Kurdistan  7 

Kerman 2 

Total  321 

CAUSES AND CIRCUMSTANCES OF KILLINGS  

Some of the recorded victims were participating in the protests while others were bystanders, but it 
is not possible for Amnesty International to ascertain to which category each victim belonged.  

In all but four cases, the victims were shot dead by Iranian security forces including members of the 
Revolutionary Guards, paramilitary Basij forces and the police. Amnesty International was able to 
examine evidence of security forces firing live ammunition, often at the head or torso ± indicating 
that they were shooting to kill. According to information received from eyewitnesses and relatives, 
some victims were shot multiple times in different areas of their bodies, including head, chest, 
stomach, arms and legs, and some were shot in their back.  

For nearly half (153) of the victims who were shot dead , Amnesty International has been able to 
obtain information indicating the reported location of fatal injuries. Based on this information, in at 
least 70 cases, victims were shot in their head and/or neck and in at least 52 cases, in their torso 
including chest and/or heart. In one case known to Amnesty International, the victim, Bahman 
I`­e`qh, died from injuries resulting from being shot  at close range by 70 metal pellets or more all 
over his body.6 The following chart illustrates the breakdown of the locations of fatal injuries 
recorded.7 

 

6 Based on information received from a primary source outside Iran, in its May 2020 document, Amnesty 

Hmsdqm`shnm`k g`c qdbnqcdc A`gl`m I`­e`qh `r g`uhmf addm rgns entq shldr hm sgd gd`c `mc rsnl`bg- Sgd

nqf`mhy`shnm g`r rhmbd kd`qmdc eqnl ` oqhl`qx rntqbd hmrhcd Hq`m sg`s A`gl`m I`­e`qi sustained fatal injuries as a 

result of being shot at close range by 70 metal pellets or more all over his body.  

7 This chart reflects the locations on the body where injuries have been recorded. It concerns 153 victims, some 

of whom were shot more than once, in more than one body part. 
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With respect to the four remaining victims  mentioned above, two, Faramarz Pourfarsadi (adult) and 

Mohsen Mohammadpour (child),  reportedly suffered fatal head injuries after being beaten by 

members of the security forces. Another two victims, Yadollah Hajitaripour (adult) and Ziba 

Khoshgavar (adult), died after reportedly suffocating from tear gas.  

 
Information obtained from eyewitnesses that, in most cases, security forces were deliberately firing 
khud `lltmhshnm `s uhbshlr­ gd`c nq snqrn hr rtoonqsdc ax sgd cdrbqhoshnm ne hmitqhdr bhsdc nm sgd
death or burial certificates obtained by Amnesty International for 35 victims shot dead.8 In the cases 
of eight victims, the official certificates state that they were fatally injured in the head; in 15 cases 
in the chest and/or heart; in three cases in the chest and stomach; in one case in the stomach; in 
one case in the pelvis and thigh; and in one case in the chest, head, pelvis and thigh. In the 
remaining six cases, the certificates do not provide any information on where in their body the 
victims were fatally injured.  

The analysis of the death certificates obtained by Amnesty International for 24  of the 35  victims 
raises concerns about the incomplete recording of the cause of death as well as distortion of the 
circumstances surrounding the deaths in some cases. For 12 of the 24 victims, th e death 
bdqshehb`sdr qdbnqc sg`s sgd cd`sg nbbtqqdc `r ` qdrtks ne ®atkkds odmdsq`shnm¯+ ats+ hm11 cases, they 
rs`sd sg`s sgd uhbshl v`r ®ghs¯ ax ` ®g`qc nq rg`qo naidbs¯+ ` ®e`rs-lnuhmf naidbs¯ nq ` ®odmdsq`shud

 

8 For 14 of the recorded victims, Amnesty International has obtained both their death and burial certificates. For 

11 victims, it has only obtained their burial certificates and for 10 victims, it has only obtained their death 

certificates.  
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naidbs¯ nq trd rhlhk`qkx u`ftd ogq`rdr sndescribe the cause of injuries leading to death. In  the 
remaining one case, the catrd ne cd`sg hr rs`sdc `r ®tmjmnvm¯-  

Of the 12 death certificates recording ®atkkds odmdsq`shnm¯ as the cause of death, nine note that the 
cd`sg qdrtksdc eqnl sgd ®cdoknxldms ne v`qe`qd vd`onmr ntsrhcd ` v`q bnmsdws¯- Svn ne sgd 13
death certificates (one of which refers to ®atkkds odmdsq`shnm¯ as the cause of death and the other to 
adhmf ®ghs¯ axa ®e`rs-lnuhmf naidbs¯) bhsd sgd b`trd ne cd`sg ®uhnkdmbd ax nsgdqr¯ vhsgnts oqnuhchmf
any further information.  

STATE DENIALS AND COVER-UP 

Two years on from the killings, the Iranian authorities continue to cover-up the real death toll and 
deny and distort the truth about the circumstances surrounding the killings . 

Initially, the authorities claimed that they cannot reveal the number of those killed as the process of 
categorizing the victims based on their level of involvement in the protests was time-consuming. The 
authorities said that based on this classification, they would determine whether to designate a victim 
`r ` ®l`qsxq¯ `mc fq`ms sgdhq e`lhkx ehmancial compensation and other benefits.9 

Sgd `tsgnqhshdr g`ud cdehmdc sgqdd b`sdfnqhdr ne uhbshlr9 odnokd qdedqqdc sn `r ®nqchm`qx bhshydmr¯+
vgn chc mns g`ud `mx qnkd hm sgd oqnsdrsr `mc ®knrs sgdhq khudr `lhc sgd bk`rgdr¯: sgnrd vgn ®knrs
their lives in  `mx l`mmdq¯ vghkd o`qshbho`shmf hm sgd oqnsdrsr od`bdetkkx: `mc sgnrd vgn vdqd jhkkdc
while engaging in armed clashes with the security forces.  

Nm 0 Itmd 1/1/+ Lnis`a` Ynkmntq+ ` ldladq ne o`qkh`ldms `mc sgd bg`hq ne Hq`m­r o`qkh`ldms`qx
committee for national security and foreign policy at the time of the November 2019 protests, 
stated, for the first time  publicly , that the official number of those killed during the protests was 
230.  He made these remarks to the media after the end of an event in the ministry of interior that 
was focused on the coronavirus pandemic.  Mojtaba Zolnour claimed that 7% of the deceased (16 
odnokd( chdc vghkd dmf`fhmf hm ®chqdbs `qldc bnmeqnms`shnmr¯ vhsg rdbtqhsx enqbdr: 05$ '26 odnokd(
vghkd v`fhmf ®`ss`bjr¯ `f`hmrs lhkhs`qx and law enforcement buildings; and 31% (71 people) while 
v`fhmf ®`ss`bjr¯ `f`hmrs otakhb athkchmfr- Enq sgd k`ssdq svn b`sdfnqhdr+ Lnis`a` Ynkmntq `ccdc sg`s
sgd `kkdfdc ®`ss`bjerr¯ chc mns trd `qlr- Qdf`qchmf sgd qdl`hmhmf uhbshlr+ Lnis`a` Ynkmntq bk`hldd 
sg`s 15$ '5/ odnokd( vdqd mns `lnmf sgd ®qhnsdqr¯ vgn hmsdmcdc sn `ss`bj otakhb oqnodqsx `mc hs hr
®tmbkd`q¯ gnv sgdx chdc+ `mc 1/$ '35 odnokd( chdc hm sgd bnmsdws ne ®ronms`mdntrkx inhmhmf¯ k`v
dmenqbdldms neehbh`kr sn ®cdedmc rdbtqhsx¯- 
 
The Iranian authorities have developed a two-fold strategy for denying and distorting the truth 
surroundings the mass protest killings.  
 
On the one hand, they have attempted to justif y the use of lethal force to prevent damage to public 
property.10 While in some instances reported to Amnesty International, individuals in civilian clothes 
were seen engaging in acts of arson or damage to banks, police stations and seminaries, Amnesty 
International has not been in a position to establish their identitie s. Many protesters interviewed by 
Amnesty International reported witnessing that some individuals in civilian clothes involved in acts 
of arson or vandalism were operating alongside or at least with the apparent acquiescence of security 

 

9 Neehbh`k Vdarhsd ne Rtoqdld Kd`cdq @kh Jg`ldmdh+ ®Qdronmrd sn sgd qdonqs ne sgd Rdbqds`qxGeneral of the 

Supreme National Security Council about the management of the situation of individuals killed and injured in 

qdbdms hmbhcdmsr¯+4 December 2019, http://farsi.khamenei.ir/news-content?id=44322   

10 L`fHq`m+ ®Sgd Hmsdqhnq Lhmhrsdq&r qdonqs nm qdbdms dudmsr¯(in Persian), 28 November 2019, online: 

https://www.magiran.com/article/3982590   

http://farsi.khamenei.ir/news-content?id=44322
https://www.magiran.com/article/3982590
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forces. In either case, Amnesty International continues to stress that damage to public property did 
not justify a lethal response to protesters who were not posing an imminent threat to the lives or 
bodily integrity of members of security forces or others.   
 
On the other hand, officials have repeatedly made false statements and produced numerous 
propaganda videos on state TV saying most of the victims in the first and second categories, 
described above, vdqd jhkkdc ax `qldc ®qhnsdqr¯ nq ®rtrohbhntr `fdmsr¯ vnqjhmf enq ®dmdlhdr¯ ne sgd
Islamic Republic of Iran. To back up these allegations, they have further claimed that the weapons 
used to kill the victims were not of the type used by security forces. For example, on 12 December 
1/08+ sgd rdbqds`qx fdmdq`k ne Hq`m­r RtoqdldNational Security Council, Ali Shamkhani, said in a 
ldch` hmsdquhdv sg`s ®lnqd sg`m 74$ ne sgd uhbshlr ne sgd qdbdms hmbhcdmsr hm Sdgq`m oqnuhmbd g`c
not attended any protest and were killed in a suspicious manner with firearms and [other] weapons 
not belomfhmf sn rs`sd nqf`mr-¯ Gd `ccdc sg`s ®sghr oqnudr sg`s Hq`m­r dmdlhdr vdqd hmunkudc hm `
killing project .¯11 
 
In a similar vein, the then President Hassan Rouhani stated on 4 December 2019 sg`s ®ht has been 
made clear by the Legal Medicine Organization which kinds of bullets were used. These bullets have 
been identified and they do not belong to the police, Revolutionary Guards or the Basij-¯12  
 
However, extensive video footage analysed by Amnesty Hmsdqm`shnm`k­r Chfhs`k Udqhehb`shnm Bnqor `mc
numerous eyewitness accounts obtained by the organization provide clear evidence that those using 
ehqd`qlr `f`hmrs oqnsdrsdqr `mc axrs`mcdqr adknmfdc sn Hq`m­r rdbtqhsx enqbdr+ hmbktchmf sgd
Revolutionary Guards, paramilitary Basij forces and police.  
 
Amnesty International has documented only two protests, both in Mahshahr, Khuzestan province, 
that involved gunfire being exchanged between several armed protesters and security forces, 
resulting in the death of  one Revolutionary Guard official and one police officer. These took place in 
the neighbourhood of Chamran (also known as Jarrahi) on 18 November and the neighbourhood of 
Taleghani (also known as Koureh) on 18 November and lasting into the early hours of 19 November. 
Even during these two incidents, based on the testimonies of surviving protesters and video footage 
analysed by Amnesty International, the security forces did not confine their use of lethal force to 
those posing an imminent threat to life as there is evidence that they also shot at unarmed 
protesters who were posing no threat whatsoever, killing several people. 

Amnesty International has found that the families of those killed in protests were consistently 
excluded from official autopsies undertaken by the Legal Medicine Organization of Iran for the 
purpose of issuing burial certificates, and they were not provided with autopsy records detailing the 
types of weapon and ammunition that led to their deaths. Families interviewed by Amnesty 
International also consistently reported that they were prevented from seeking an independent 
autopsy and forced to bury their loved ones quickly in the presence of security and intelligence 
officials.  

 

11 Hrk`lhb Qdotakhb Mdvr @fdmbx+ ®Rg`ljg`mh uhrhsdc sgd e`lhkhdr ne sgd uhbshlr ne qdbdms hmbhcdmsr¯ 'hm

Persian), 12 December 2019, www.irna.ir/news/83591316: `mc Jg`a`q Nmkhmd+ ®Mdv cds`hkr `ants sgnrd jhkkdd 

hm Mnudladq 1/08 oqnsdrsr hm sgd bntmshdr ne Sdgq`m oqnuhmbd¯ 'hm Odqrh`m(+ 01 Cdbdladq 1/08+ nmkhmd9

www.khabaronline.ir/news/1330444 

12 Hrk`lhb Qdotakhb Mdvr @fdmbx+ ®Qntg`mh9 Hmmnbdms cds`hmddr vhkk ad qdkd`rdc¯ (in Persian), 4 December 

2019, online: https://bit.ly/36ePSuV  

http://www.irna.ir/news/83591316
https://www.khabaronline.ir/news/1330444
https://bit.ly/36ePSuV
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In several other cases, the authorities refused to hand over the belongings of the victims to their 
relatives, including their phones, raising suspicions that these might have contained evidence of 
unlawful actions by state agents.  

The abuses committed by Iranian authorities outlined above form part of a wider pattern of actions 
taken by state officials against families of those killed in the November protests and appear aimed at 
rtooqdrrhmf hmbqhlhm`shmf duhcdmbd ax bnmbd`khmf hmenql`shnm `mc hmrshkkhmf ed`q `lnmf sgd uhbshlr­
relatives. 

In yet another attempt to deflect criticism over the killings in the November 2019 protests, Iranian 
officials+ hmbktchmf Hq`m­r minister of interior  at the time, have claimed that the number of members 
of the police, Basij and security and intelligence forces who were killed or injured during the 
protests was twice the equivalent figure for protesters. 

However, this does not correspond with information published in state media outlets. Based on these 
sources, Amnesty International has calculated that a total of five members of the security forces 
were killed during the protests.13 Two ± one Revolutionary Guard official14 and one police officer15 ± 
were killed in protests in Ma hshahr, Khuzestan province, as mentioned above; two ± one 
Revolutionary Guard official16 and one member of the Basij force17 ± were reportedly stabbed to 
death in Malard, Tehran province; and one was a police officer reportedly stabbed to death in 
Kermanshah, Kermanshah province. 18   

The authorities have alleged that an additional member of the Basij force, Majid Sheikhi , was shot in 
Eslamshahr, Tehran province, on 17 November. However, in a media interview with Iran 
International, a Persian-language TV outlet based in the UK and widely watched in Iran, a relative of 
the victim said that Majid Sh eikhi was a protester and that the authorities had pressured his family 
to agree for him to be falsely described as a member of the Basij force in order to collect his body. 
The relative said in the interview that the picture of the victim published by sta te-media outlets had 
been altered to show him dressed in a military uniform.19 Two experts in audio-visual products 
consulted by Amnesty International said the picture concerned does indeed bear marks consistent 
with manipulation using image-editing software.  

 

13 Gnkx Cdedmrd Mdvr @fdmbx+ ®Fdsshmf sn jmnv lnqd `ants sgd l`qsxqs ne sgd qhnsr¯ (in Persian), 27 November 

2019, online: https://bit.ly/2TjK9yE   

14 S`am`j+ ®Uhrhs ne bnll`mcdq-in-bghde+ R`k`lh+ vhsg sgd e`lhkx ne ` l`qsxq vgn cdedmcdc Zm`shnm`k\ rdbtqhsx¯ 

(in Persian), 1 January 2020, online: https://bit.ly/36c4dZ h  

15 Hrk`lhb Qdotakhb Mdvr @fdmbx+ ®L`qsxq Qdy` R`x`ch hr ` rxlank ne bntq`fd `mc rdke-r`bqhehbd hm rnbhdsx¯ (in 

Persian), 20 November 2019, online: https://bit.ly/2TkbwbY  

16 Lhy`mNmkhmd+ ®E`lhkhdr ne l`qsxqr o`x sqhatsd sn Lnqsdy` Daq`ghlh `mc Lnrs`e` Qdy`dh¯ (in Persian), 17 

December 2019, online: https://bit.ly/2Tjdbyn: S`rmhl Mdvr @fdmbx+ ®Sgd uhrhs ne I`mm`sh with the family of 

rdbtqhsx l`qsxq Lnqsdy` Daq`ghlh¯ (in Persian), 26 November 2019, online: https://bit.ly/2XbLZTv  

17 L`rgqdfg Mdvr+ ®Ehkl9 Etmdq`k ne rdbtqhsx l`qsxq Lnrs`e` Qdy`dh¯ (in Persian), 20 November 2019, online: 

https://bit.ly/3e4kK3U   

18 Ldgq Mdvr @fdmbx+ ®Uhrhs vhsg sgd e`lhkx ne ` rdbtqhsx l`qsxq `mc `ood`q`mbd hm Q`yh Tmhudqrhsx hm

Jdql`mrg`g¯ (in Persian), 10 December 2019, online: https://mehrnews.com/xQLJq  

19 Sgd ohbstqd hr `u`hk`akd `s sgd enkknvhmf khmj9 Rghqf`g Jg`a`q+ ®Sgd cd`sg ne ne A`rhih L`ihc Rgdhjgh hm sgd qhnsr

sg`s snnj ok`bd hm sgd vdrs ne Sdgq`m oqnuhmbd ¯+ 2/ Mnudladq 1/08+https://bit.ly/2TihUk0   

https://bit.ly/2TjK9yE
https://bit.ly/36c4dZh
https://bit.ly/2TkbwbY
https://bit.ly/2Tjdbyn
https://bit.ly/2XbLZTv
https://bit.ly/3e4kK3U
https://mehrnews.com/xQLJq
https://bit.ly/2TihUk0
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INTERNATIONAL LAW AND STANDARDS 

The right not to be arbitrarily deprived of life is a fundamental and  universally recognized right, 
protected in Article 6 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to which Iran is a 
state party, among other provisions. 

Police and security forces have a paramount duty to respect and protect the right to life. To this end, 
the UN Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms provide that law enforcement officials 
shall not use firearms against persons except in self-defence or the defence of others against the 
imminent threat of death or serious injury+ `mc sg`s+ hm `mx dudms+ ®hmsdmshnm`k kdsg`k trd ne ehqd`qlr
l`x nmkx ad l`cd vgdm rsqhbskx tm`unhc`akd hm nqcdq sn oqnsdbs khed-¯20 Furthermore, relevant 
international standards require that law enforcement officials only resort to force of any kind when 
there are no other means available that are likely to achieve the legitimate objective.21 If use of force 
is unavoidable, it must be to the extent that is strictly  necessary and proportionate to achieve the 
legitimate objective, and law enforcement must use it in a manner designed to minimise damage or 
injury, must respect and preserve human life and ensure medical aid is provided as soon as possible 
to those injured or affected.22 

The duty to investigate potentially unlawful deaths is an essential part of upholding the right to 
life. 23 According to the UN Minnesota Protocol on the Investigation of Potentially Unlawful Death, 
®hmudrshf`shnmr ltrs+ `s ` lhmhltl+ s`jdall reasonable steps to: a) identify the victims; b) recover 
and preserve all material probative of the cause of death, the identity of perpetrators and the 
circumstances surrounding death; c) identify possible witnesses and obtain their evidence in relation 
to the death and the circumstances surrounding the death; d) determine the cause, manner, place 
and time of death, and all of the surrounding circumstances; and e) determine who was involved in 
the death and their individual responsibility for the death .¯24  

RECOMMENDATIONS  

In line with the findings outlined above, Amnesty International is calling on the Iranian authorities to 
take the following actions: 

¶ Make public all available information and records regarding the number of those killed 
during the November 2019 protests; their identities and ages; and the location, cause and 
circumstances of their deaths. 

¶ Ensure that prompt, thorough, independent and impartial criminal investigations are 
conducted into the killings of protesters and bystanders, including children, in the 

 

20 Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials, adopted by the Eighth UN 

Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders, Havana, Cuba, 27 August to 7 September 

1990, Princ iple 9.  

21 Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials, Principle 4. See also UN 

Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials, adopted by UN General Assembly resolution 34/169 of 17 

December 1979, Article 3.  

22 Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials, Principle 5.  

23 Human Rights Committee, General Comment 36, UN Doc. CCPR/C/GC/36, para. 27. 

24 The Minnesota Protocol on the Investigation of Potentially Unlawful Death (2016): The Revised United 

Nations Manual on the Effective Prevention and Investigation of Extra-legal, Arbitrary and Summary Executions, 

para. 25. 
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November 2019 protests and that those suspected of criminal responsibility are prosecuted 
in proceedings that conform to international fair trial standards and do not involve seeking 
or imposing the death penalty. 

¶ Protect the families of victims and others seeking truth, justice and reparations on behalf 
of the victims against threats, harassment, intimidation, arbitrary arrests and detentions, 
and other reprisals by state authorities or other actors. 

Given the crisis of systematic impunity in Iran and the gravity of the human rights violations 
committed by the Iranian authorities, Amnesty International calls on member states of the UN 
Human Rights Council to take the following actions: 

¶ Establish an investigative and accountability mechanism to collect, analyse and preserve 
evidence of the most serious crimes under international law committed in Iran, including in 
the context of the protests of November 2019, to facilitate fair criminal proceedings in the 
future. 
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1. Abbas Mansouri (Asakereh)  

 

 

 

Location of death: Mahshahr, Khuzestan  
 
Date of fatal incident: 18 November 2019  
 
Age: Not available  
 
Reported cause of death: Shot  
 
Source: Human rights activists and journalists  
 

2. Abbasi (first name unknown)   

 
Location of death: Sadra, Fars 
 
Date of fatal incident: 16 November 2019  
 
Age: Not available  
 
Reported cause of death: Shot in the back 
 
Source: Human rights activists and journalists 
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3. Abdollah Ajorlou   

 

 

 
Location of death: Qods or Islamshahr, Tehran   
 
Date of fatal incident: 16 November 2019  
 
Age: 25 
 
Reported cause of death: Shot in the pelvis   
 
Source: Individuals directly impacted 
 

 

4. Abdollah Ghavimi 

 

 

 

Location of death: Sadra, Fars  
 
Date of fatal incident: 17 November 2019  
 
Age: 46  
 
Reported cause of death: Shot  
 
Source: Human rights activists and journalists 
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5.  Abdolreza Shirzadi  

  

 

Location of death: Kermanshah, Kermanshah  
 
Date of fatal incident: 16 November 2019  
 
Age: 20  
 
Reported cause of death: Shot  
 
Source: Human rights activists and journalists 
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6. Abolfazl Sha'bani 

 

 

 

Location of death: Baharestan, Tehran  
 
Date of fatal incident: 16 November 2019  
 
Age: 18 
 
Reported cause of death: Shot in the head  

 
Source: Human rights activists and journalists 
 
 

7. Adnan Helali  

 

Location of death: Mahshahr, Khuzestan  
 
Date of fatal incident: 18 November 2019  
 
Age: Not available  
 
Reported cause of death: Shot  
 
Source: Human rights activists and journalists 
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8. Ahad Bashareh Doraghi 

 
 

 

 

Location of death: Mahshahr, Khuzestan 
 
Date of fatal incident: 17 November 2019  
 
Age: 22 
 
Reported cause of death: Shot in the back or leg 

 
Source: Human rights activists and journalists 
 
 
 

9. Ahmad Cheraghian  

 

 

 

Location of death: Mahshahr, Khuzestan 
 
Date of fatal incident: 18 November 2019  
 
Age: 40  
 
Reported cause of death: Shot in the upper arm and 
heart  
 
Source: Individuals directly impacted 
 
 

 



 

 

  

19 

 

10. Ahmad Ghorbani Dastjerdi  

 

 

 

Location of death: Esfahan, Esfahan  
 
Date of fatal incident: 18 November 2019  
 
Age: 34 
 
Reported cause of death: Shot  
 
Source: Individuals directly impacted 
 
 

 

11. Ahmad Albuali  

 
 

 

 

Location of death: Mahshahr, Khuzestan 
 
Date of fatal incident: 18 November 2019  
 
Age: 17 
 
Reported cause of death: Shot  
 
Source: Individuals directly impacted 
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12. AHMAD SA'DI (JAAVELEH)  

 
 

 

 

Location of death: Shushtar, Khuzestan 
 
Date of fatal incident:  Not available 
 
Age: Not available (possibly 17)  
 
Reported cause of death: Shot in the heart  
 
Source: Human rights activists and journalists 
 

 

13. Akbar Langari  

 
 

 

 

Location of death: Karaj, Alborz 
 
Date of fatal incident: 17 November 2019  
 
Age: 23 
 
Reported cause of death: Shot in the head  
 
Source: Individuals directly impacted 
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14. Ali (Younes) Firouzbakht  

Location of death: Javanroud, Kermanshah 
 
Date of fatal incident: 16 November 2019  
 
Age: Not available  
 
Reported cause of death: Shot  
 
Source: Human rights activists and journalists 
 
 
 
 

 

15. Ali Aghayee   

 

 

 

Location of death: Nassim Shahr, Tehran 
 
Date of fatal incident: 16 or 17 November 2019  
 
Age: 21 
 
Reported cause of death: Shot  
 
Source: Human rights activists and journalists 
 
 

 
 

  

 

 

 



 

 

  

22 

 

16. Ali Akbar Abroutan   
 

 

 

 

Location of death: Eslamshahr, Tehran 
 
Date of fatal incident: 18 November 2019  
 
Age: Not available  
 
Reported cause of death: Shot  
 
Source: Human rights activists and journalists 
 
 
 

17. Ali Baghlani  

Location of death: Abadan, Khuzestan 
 
Date of fatal incident: 16 November 2019  
 
Age: Not available  
 
Reported cause of death: Shot  
 
Source: Human rights activists and journalists 
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18. Ali Bavi 

Location of death: Mahshahr, Khuzestan 
 
Date of fatal incident: 17 November 2019  
 
Age: 25  
 
Reported cause of death: Shot in the head   
 
Source: Human rights activists and journalists 
 
 

 

19. Ali Dabiri   

 
Location of death: Sadra, Fars 
 
Date of fatal incident: 16 November 2019  
 
Age: Under 18  
 
Reported cause of death: Shot  
 
Source: Human rights activists and journalists 

 

 

20. Ali Ghazlavi   

Location of death: Khoramshahr, Khuzestan 
 
Date of fatal incident: 17 November 2019  
 
Age: 12  
 
Reported cause of death: Shot  
 
Source: Human rights activists and journalists 
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21. Ali Hosseini (also known as Ali 
Hamedani) 

 

 

 

 

Location of death: Meshkin dasht , Alborz 
 
Date of fatal incident: 16 November 2019 
 
Age: 21 
 
Reported cause of death: Shot in the side of abdomen 
 
Source: Individuals directly impacted 

22. Ali Khajeh Albouali) 
 

Location of death: Mahshahr, Khuzestan  
 
Date of fatal incident: 18 November 2019  
 
Age: Not available  
 
Reported cause of death: Shot  
 
Source: Human rights activists and journalists 
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23. Ali Mohammad Aghapour 

  

 

Location of death: Malard, Tehran  
 
Date of fatal incident: Not available 
 
Age: 50  
 
Reported cause of death: Shot in the heart 

 
Source: Individuals directly impacted 
 
 
 

24. Ali Moradi   

Location of death: Mahshahr, Khuzestan 
 
Date of fatal incident: 17 November 2019  
 
Age:  Not available 
 
Reported cause of death: Shot  
 
Source: Human rights activists and journalists 
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25. Ali Mousavi 

 

 

 

Location of death: Ramhormoz, Khuzestan province 
 
Date of fatal incident: 16 November 2019 
 
Age: 12  
 
Reported cause of death: Shot in the heart  
 
Source: Individuals directly impacted 
 
 

26. Ali Rahmani 

Location of death: Malard, Tehran 
 
Date of fatal incident: 17 November 2019  
 
Age: 45 
 
Reported cause of death: Shot in the neck 
 
Source: Human rights activists and journalist 
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27. Ali Sadeghi  

 

 

 

Location of death: city unknown, Esfahan 
 
Date of fatal incident: 15-18 November 2019  
 
Age: 23  
 
Reported cause of death: Shot  
 
Source: Human rights activists and journalist 
 
 

28. Ali Sartipi 

 

 

 

Location of death: Malard, Tehran 
 
Date of fatal incident: 17 November 2019  
 
Age: 21  
 
Reported cause of death: Shot in the stomach 
 
Source: Individuals directly impacted 
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29. Ali Tamimi 

 

 

 

Location of death: Ahvaz, Khuzestan 
 
Date of fatal incident: 16 November 2019  
 
Age: 27 
 
Reported cause of death: Shot in the head 
 
Source: Individuals directly impacted 
 
 
 

30. Alireza Anjavi  

 

 

 

Location of death: Sadra, Fars 
 
Date of fatal incident: 16 November 2019  
 
Age: 26 
 
Reported cause of death: Shot in the head 
 
Source: Individuals directly impacted 
 
 

 


