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Madame President,

At its third UPR review in 2018, Bangladesh accepted 178 out of 251 recommendations,?
including the review of all existing and proposed legislation relating to freedom of expression, in
line with international standards;? protection of the right to freedom of expression;® prohibition
of torture and other ill-treatment;* conditions of detention;® investigations into allegations of
enforced disappearances and extrajudicial executions;® and continued efforts to host nearly one
million Rohingya refugees until they can return to their homes in safe, voluntary, dignified and
secure conditions.’

With two years until Bangladesh’s next review, we draw Member States’ attention to our recent
assessment of progress towards implementation of these recommendations - critical to improve
the human rights situation.®2 We are concerned that progress is patchy, with deeply disturbing

reports that people with views critical of the government continued to be subjected to enforced
disappearance, arbitrary detention, torture and other ill-treatment.

We urge Bangladesh to take urgent and concrete steps to implement all accepted
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recommendations and, in particular, to end the crackdown on right to freedom of expression;
bring all legislation in line with international human rights law; and include provisions for
effective remedy and adequate reparations for human rights violations.

Madame President,

The situation on the ground highlights the pertinence of other recommendations that
Bangladesh did not support at the previous review, including ratifying the International
Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance;® and responding
positively to the pending visit requests by Special Procedures.!® We urge Bangladesh to
reconsider its position and to implement these recommendations without further delay.

Thank you.
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